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Two  j'ears  ago  to-day  all  Springfield  celebrated  the  two 
huiidreil  and  fiftietli  anniversary  of  the  first  town-meeting. 
The  committee  of  fifty,  cliarged  witli  the  details  itf  the  festivi- 
ties, who  had  assigned  to  the  writer  the  task  of  [irejKiring  the 
formal  record  of  the  event,  also  requested  him  to  "collect  facts 
as  to  the  early  history  of  Springfield,  and  the  genealogy  of  the 
families  of  the  first  settlers,  which  shall,  with  the  address,  and 
speeches  at  tlie  ban<piet,  be  published  in  book  form."  For  some 
months  tliis  plan  was  pursued,  but  it  was  found  that  one  vol- 
ume would  not  meet  the  demands,  if  the  usual  plan  of  a  local 
histoi-y  wei-e  followed.  Springfield  is  not  a  town.  It  has  been 
an  impoilaiit  and  indeed  controlling  factor  in  the  development 
of  Western  Ma-ssiiehusetts.  Tliere  never  has  been  a  continuous 
narrative  of  the  lown  and  city.  Several  chapters  in  its  career 
hiive  never  been  investigated  b}'  any  writei.  To  cover  these 
breaks  and  give  the  history  of  the  people  of  Springfield,  and  at 
the  same  time  leave  sjiaee  for  genealogies  and  the  anniversary 
s[H*eches.  would  be  impracticable  in  one  volume,  and  woiild 
rtijuire  several  years'  research.  The  historian  has,  therefore, 
taken  the  lil)erty,  after  ccmferring  with  the  publication  com- 
mittee, to  depart  from  his  instructions,  and  to  leave  the  prep- 
ar.ition  of  the  genealogies,  the  dnifts  of  streets,  and  the 
complete  lists  of  office-holdei-s,  and  much  tabular  data  to  some 
future  writer.     In  all  probability  the  three  hundredth  anniver- 


PREFACE. 


sary  will  be  observed  with  patriotic  enthusiasm.  If  the  his- 
torian of  that  occasion  will  supply  these  features  and  carrj- 
the  narrative  down  the  extra  fiftv  veai-s,  he  will  have  material 
enougli  to  make  a  second  volume,  wliicli,  with  the  corrections 
that  may  be  needed  in  this,  will  furnish  our  people  with  a 
historv  more  elaborate  than  that  of  anv  citv  or  town  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

There  is,  indeed,  much  in  these  pages  of  a  genealogical  and 
biographical  nature,  and  many  old  landmarks  are  identified ; 
but  this  material  is  onlv  used  as  incidental  to  the  storv.  It  is 
the  history  of  the  people  that  is  here  told.  A  list  of  the 
men  who  have  aided  the  writer  during  tlie  i)ast  two  years 
would  be  too  long  to  give  here.  liut  s{)ecial  acknowledgment 
should  be  made  to  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Pvnchon,  of  Hartford,  for 
his  many  services  in  collecting  facts.  Maj.  Edward  Ingersoll, 
James  E.  Russell,  Robert  O.  !Morris,  Judge  William  S.  Sliuit- 
leff,  James  Wells,  Dr.  William  Rice,  James  Kirkham,  Dr.  F.  E. 
Oliver,  of  Boston,  and  scores  of  others  have  given  their  services 
in  recalling  tlie  past  and  furnishing  records;  and  Judge  Henry 
Morris,  before  his  illness,  giive  the  use  of  his  historical  library 
and  manuscrii)ts  at  all  times.  The  names  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  civil  war  and  the  lists  of  dead,  wounded,  and  missing  weru 
furnished  by  James  L.  Bowen.  The  index  was  jDrej^ared  by 
Dr.  William  Rice. 

The  jmblication  C(»mmittee  ai)pointed  by  the  commiitt'c  uf 
fifty  were:  Edward  II.  Lathrop,  chairman  :  Judge  William  S. 
Shurtleff,  Lewis  J.  Powers,  James  D.  Gill,  and  Milton  BracUry. 
This  committee  placed  the  whole  matter  of  publishing  tlie 
historv  hito  the  hands  of  C.  A.  Nichols,  of  this  eitv,  who,  it 
will  be  seen,  has  spared  neither  time  nor  money  in  this 
service. 
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It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  the  local  patriotism  wliicli 
the  Hay  celebration  stimulated  has  not  died  do^vn  since  then. 
During  the  past  two  years  more  money  lias  been  given  for 
public  improvements,  more  attention  i)aid  to  the  appearance  of 
parks  and  thoroughfares,  and  more  concern  taken  in  the  organ- 
izations that  supplement  the  work  of  good  government  here 
than  for  many  years  before  the  celebration.  Thus  the  quarter- 
millennial,  which  was  a  tribute  to  the  past,  was  a  pledge  also 
for  the  future  in  all  things  that  improve  and  better  our  City  of 
Homes.  Tliis  is  our  Springfield,  — first,  a  stake  in  the  wilder- 
ness, then  a  town,  then  tlie  mother  of  towns,  then  a  city,  and, 
with  the  continuing  favor  of  Providence,  the  mother  of  cities. 


MASON  A.  GREEN. 


Springfield,  May  25,  1888. 
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U'hks  King  Charles  had  dis9olve<i  his  third  Pnrliament  with  the 
ivowt^  purport'  of  rilling  without  it,  and  hml  made  tlie  ritualistic 
Laud  Bishop  of  Lonitnu,  thus  nt  oiK-e  putting  his  heel  ii|>ou  the 
statute  liliertieH  of  KiiglamI  and  the  hleediiig  heart  of  I'liritauisiii, 
there  lived  in  an  Kssexshiie  haitdet  a  waideii  of  the  entablished 
church.  He  was  thirty-nine  yeai-s  of  age,  of  gentle  hiilh,  acute,  res- 
tive, and  singulai-ly  self-assertive.  He  had  seen  nonie  of  tiie  stoutest 
men  of  the  realm  break  into  tears  when  the  king  had  cut  off  free  speech 
in  the  Coninioiis  :  he  had  seen  ritualism,  like  an  iron  collar,  elas[)ed 
upon  the  neck  of  the  Church,  while  a  youug  jewelled  courtier,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  dangled  the  reputation  of  sdier  England  at 
his  waistcoat.  A  colouiOil  enterprise,  pushed  by  some  Lincolnshire 
gentlemen,  had    been    noised    abroad,  and   the    warden    joined    his 
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fortunes  with  them,  iind  so  heeaine  one  of  the  original  ineoriK)rators 
mentioned  in  the  royal  eliarter  of  the  Massachusetts  Hay  Company 
in  America.  This  was  William  Pynehon,  of  Springfield,  Essex, 
England. 

The  Pynehons  seem  to  have  had  a  sturdy  quality,  that  grows  in  the 
fastnesses  of  Wales,  nor  were  they  strangers  to  the  graces  of  the  gentry 
and  the  pride  of  family.  Sir  William  Dugdale  in  his  -'Haronage  " 
says  that  Endo,  *'  with  one  Pinco  his  sworn  brother  in  war,"  came 
to  England  with  William  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Con<[Uest,  and 
they  received,  among  other  returns,  for  their  services,  tlu'  hamlet  of 
Thorpet  in  Kirby,  Lincolnshire,  —  *'  Endo  to  hold  his  proportion  im- 
mediately of  the  king,  and  Pinco  his  of  St.  Cuthbert  of  Durham." 
In  11G7  Hugh,  the  son  of  '•  Pinco  or  Pincheun,''  was  returned  by  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  as  '*  holding  of  him"  sevenknights'  fees  in  Lincoln 
shire.  A  reference  in  the  records  of  that  dav  to  "'  Iluffh  tils  Pinch- 
onis  "  furnishes  us  the  earliest  close  approach  to  the  spelling  of  the 
name  as  we  have  it.  Walter  de  Heke  married  the  dauirhter  of  '•  Hutch 
Fitz  Pincheun,'*  who  held  the  lands  in  Lincolnshire  for  some  vears. 

ft 

We  learn  from  the  Ilistorv  of  the  town  of  Ilortrm,  in  Yorkshire, 
that  a  daughter  of  Thomas  C'hichele,  Northamptonshire,  manic*  1  a 
William  Pynehon,  who  is  siK)ken  of  as  the  ancestor  of  the  Essex 
Pynchons.  This  Chichele  was  a  relative  of  Sir  Hobert  Chichele, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1-111.  Thellorton  historian  speak>  of  the 
first  William  Pynehon  as  an  ''opulent  butcher,''  from  whom  "  de- 
scendetl  a  line  of  imiM)rtant  personages  whose  issue  gave  <>tT  l>aronets 
and  Squires  of  high  degree."  Coming  down  somewhat  later,  it  is 
known  that  Nicholas  Pynehon,  who  became  High  Sheriff  of  Lon- 
don in  ir)33,  went  from  Wales  to  Sussex  in  the  early  [jart  of  the 
sixteenth  century  and  bought  an  estate  in  the  ancient  calhe<lral  town 
of  Chichester.  He  removed  to  Essexshire  in  l.'i'i*!,  where  his  >on. 
John,  married  Jane  Empson,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Kichard  Em[»>on. 
one  of  the  ministers  of  King  Henry  VH.  who  lost  their  ln'ads  for 
unprofessional  conduct.  John's  son,  William,  died  at  Writtle  in  1.V.'2  ; 
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and  his  son,  in  turu,  was  the  William  Pynchou,  of  Spring  fie  hi,  Essex- 
shire,  England,  who  became  the  founder  of  Springfield,  ^lassachu- 
setts.  United  States  of  America. 

The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Pynchon  family  was :  "•  Per  bend  argent 
and  sable,  three  roundles  within  a  bordure  engrailed,  counter- 
changed/'  Although  William  Pynchon  was  a  man  of  broad  and 
aggressive  thought,  he  was  remarkably  complex  in  character.  He 
loved  lx)tli  money  and  adventure ;  he  also  loved  the  gosi)el  in  its 
purity ;  he  hated  i)olitical  corruption,  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  dis- 
trusted that  phase  of  Puritanism  which  drifted  away  from  royalty. 
What  was  the  real  motive  that  led  him  to  leave  the  quiet  walks  of  his 
Essexshire  estate  and  to  sail  for  the  New  World  we  will  leave  others 
to  conjecture  after  reading  his  history. 

After  Charles  Stuart  had  risen  from  his  bed,  where  he  had  fallen  in 
nnkingly  tears  on  hearing  of  the  assassination  of  Buckingham,  he 
resolved  to  continue  the  fight  for  the  divine  right  of  kings  by  adopting 
two  equally  memorable  policies.  The  very  month  in  which  the  king 
dissolved  the  Parliament  which  had  bolted  its  door  against  the  royal 
messenger,  he  signed  the  famous  Massachusetts  J5ay  charter.  No 
one  can  tell  who  was  more  relieved  at  the  signing  of  the  charter,  — 
King  or  Puritan.  The  eagerness  of  his  Majesty  to  ])e  well  rid  of  his 
Puritan  subjects  explains  the  liberal  terms  upon  which  the  Massa- 
chusetts wilderness  was  set  over  to  Endicott,  Cradock,  Pynchon,  and 
their  associates.  They  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  received 
from  the  king  in  the  territory  of  Massachusetts  Bay  *'all  landes  and 
groundes,  place  and  places,  soyles,  woodes  and  wood  groundes, 
havens,  portes,  rivers,  waters,  mynes,  minerails,  jurisdiceones, 
rights,  royalties,  liberties,  freedomes,  immunities,  priviledges,  fran- 
chises, preheminences,  hereditament,  and  commodities  whatsoever," 
to  l>e  held  "  in  free  and  comon  Socage  and  not  in  Capita  nor  by 
knight  service."  The  main  consideration  was  a  payment  of  one-fifth 
part  of  the  gold  and  silver  ore  "  which  from  tyme  to  tyme  and  at  all 
tymes  hereafter,  shalbe  there   gotten,  had  or  obteyned  for  all  ser- 
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vices,  exaccors,  wid  demandes  whatsoever."  It  was  granted  that 
the  officers  should  be  chosen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  company  ;  that 
it  should  be  *'one  bodie  i>oliticiue  and  cori>orate,"  with  right  forev(»r 
to  appoint  its  own  officers,  including  a  General  Court  having  judicial 
and  legislative  functions  granteil  for  all  time.  The  only  check  ui>on 
the  action  of  the  court  was  the  provision  that  no  law  should  ])e  con- 
trary to  the  statute  laws  of  England ;  but  the  governor  not  being  a 
royal  ai)i)ointee  (after  the  provisional  one  named  in  the  charter) ,  and 
the  laws  not  being  submitted  for  royal  sanction,  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration served  as  a  practical  warrant  of  local  autonomy. 

EveiT  pei-son  joining  the  corix)ration  was  required  to  take  tlie 
freeman's  oath,  swearing  "'  by  the  greate  &  tb*eadful  name  of  the 
everlyving  God"  to  '*  mainetaine  &  preserve  all  the  lil)ertyes  & 
privileges  "  of  the  colony ;  nor  did  the  colony  in  turn  doubt  its  riglit 
to  exclude  freemen  who  develope<l  heretical  opinions.  John  and 
Samuel  Brown,  who  had  got  into  trouble  by  using  the  *'  Book  of 
Comon  Pitiyer,"  were  summarily  sent  1>ack  to  England  from  Salem, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  the  dispute  should  1>e  put  out  to  arbitration. 
The  Browns  nominated  ^Ir.  Pynchon,  among  othei*s,  to  this  board, 
and  in  the  end,  it  is  believed,  they  were  paid  a  small  sum  for  their 
financial  losses  in  America. 

It  little  concerns  us  here  to  follow  the  transfer  of  the  charter 
from  England  to  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  early  spring  of  ir>8(), 
except  to  note  that  Mr.  Pynchon's  importance  in  this  enterprise  is 
e>ident  from  the  fii*st.  lie  was  not  only  an  incorporator,  but  was 
nauKKl  by  the  king  a  provisional  assistant  pending  the  regular  or- 
ganization under  the  charter.  He  was  present  at  the  meeting  in 
England  in  May,  1029,  when  he  paid  his  "adventure  money"  to 
Ilarwood,  the  treasurer,  and  in  October  of  that  year  he  was  placed 
on  the  committee  to  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  company  to  transfer 
the  historic  charter  to  America.  The  fleet  hi  four  vessels  which 
Baile<l  in  April,  1630,  bearing  the  charter  with  the  seal  of  England 
attached  thereto  by  strings  of  braided  silk,  also  l)ore  !Mr.  Pynchon 
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and  his  feeble  wife  with  four  children,  Ann,  Mary  (afterward  Mrs. 
Holyoke),  John,  and  Margaret  (afterward  Mrs.  Davis).     The  new- 
comers generally  took  their  families  with  them.     If  the  king  gave 
all,  the  departing  Puritans  accepted   all,  and  risked  all.     Pynchon 
seems  to  have  left  a  son  in  fingland,  who  subsi^quently  went  to  the 
Barbadoes.     Mr.  P3nichon  and  his  family  were  aboard  the  "Jewell,'* 
owned  by  Mr.  Newell,  one  of  the  patentees.     They  reached  Salem 
in  the  New  AVorld  on  the   loth  of  June,  1630,  ha\'ing  been  thirty- 
seven  days  on  the  voyage  from  the  Isle  of  Wight.     Mr.  Pynchon  first 
settled  at  Dorchester.     His  wife  died  at  Charlestown  soon  after  her 
arrival.     Not  being  satisfied  with  the  outlook,  Mr.  Pynchon  started 
a  new  plantation  upon  the  rocks  of  Boston  Neck.     It  was  ''  Rocks- 
bury  "  indeed.     He  aided  in  establishing  a  church  there,  and  was 
also  active  in  public  affairs.     He  attended  the  first  (ieneral  Court  at 
Clvarlestown,   and  was  made  treasurer  of    the  colony.      Curiously 
enough  the  court  fined  Pynchon  and  two  other  assistants  "  a  noble 
apiece  "  for  being  tardy.     He  was  compelled  to  cross  the  river,  and 
probably  had  an  excuse  for  being  late. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  Mr.  Pynchon  mi^de  plans  at  once  for  an  ex- 
tensive beaver  trade,  and  some  little  commerce  bv  sea.  The  General 
Court  authorized  him  at  one  time  to  receive  from  England  certain 
goods  sent  by  Dr.  Wilson  as  a  gift  to  the  plantation,  which  naturally 
implies  wharfage  facilities.  Certainly  the  Pynchons,  in  later  ^^ears, 
owned  a  wharf  at  Boston.  Mr.  Pynchon  secured  a  license  to  trade 
in  l)eaver  skins  with  the  Indians,  and  in  IC'^f)  £5  of  the  £25  fee  was 
remitted.  The  trade  was  disappointing ;  nor  was  the  outlook  en- 
couraging for  the  town  of  Roxbury.  One  John  Pratt  probably  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  of  many  when  he  wrote  back  to  England 
lamenting  the  barrenness  of  the  soil.  When  the  Bay  authorities 
heard  of  it,  Pratt  was  forced  to  make  a  public  retraction,  giving  the 
climate  and  soil  a  certificate  of  good  character.  Mr.  P^-nchon  had 
been  one  of  the  court  chosen  to  examine  and  accept  Pratt's  retrac- 
tion,  and  one  can  fancy  the  shrewd  face  of  this  "  gentleman  of 
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K'jiriihig  aud  relijifiou  "  relax  as  he  sitriied  his  name  to  the  acceptauce 
of  the  retraction  in  which  l^ratt  said,  under  tlie  t^cmnter  pressures  of 
truth  and  necessity :  '*As  for  the  harrenes  of  the  sandy  grounds  I 
spake  of  them  then  as  I  conceaved  ;  hut  nowe,  by  experienct*  of 
mync  owne,  I  fmde  that  such  jrround  as  before  I  accounted  l>arren, 
yet,  beinji:  manured  &  husbanded,  doeth  liring  forth  more  fruit  than 
1  did  expect." 

The  i)Oor  condition  of  tlie  so-called  soil  at  Koxbury,  from  which 
even  proper  husbandry  couhl  not,  under  the  circumstances,  bring 
encouragement  to  the  tilh*r,  led  to  a  dispute  alxnit  tuxes  levied  uix)n 
the  several  towns  by  the  General  Coui*t,  and  indeed,  in  103.*),  Mr. 
PN'uclion  actually  refused  to  pay  his  pnrt  of  the  assessment,  as  he 
••'  alleaged  that  towne  Avas  not  eiiunll}'  rate<l  with  others."  p'or  this 
resistance  he  was  lined  £.").  The  most  curious  instance  of  discipline 
coiniected  witli  Mr.  Pvnchon's  luime  at  tlie  Bay  rose  out  of  the 
iK'aver  trade.  The  laws  as  to  giving  tire-arms  to  the  Indians  were 
natundly  strict  :  but  the  Indians  being  good  hunters,  the  temptation 
to  lend  tliem  arms  for  a  day  or  week,  with  i)erhaps  an  Englishman 
to  accompany  tliem.  was  great  indeed.  y\v.  Pynchon  and  Mr. 
Mayhew,  in  the  spring  of  1(>34,  tii)plied  to  the  Court  of  Assistants  for 
a  special  permit  to  employ  Indian  hunters,  which  was  granted :  but 
on  May  14  the  General  Court  expressed  its  disai>proval  in  this  stiff 
luannei' :  '"  It  is  agreed  that  there  shal  be  X£*  fine  sett  upon  }•*"  Court 
of  Assistants  &  Mr.  Mayhew,  for  breach  of  an  oider  of  Court  against 
enii»l()Veing  Indeans  to  shoote  with  peeces,  the  one  halfe  to  be  payde 
by  Mr.  Pynchou  »&  Mr.  Mayhew,  olTending  therein,  the  other  halfe 
l>ythe  Court  of  Assistants  then  in  being,  whoegave  leave  thereunto." 

A  theological  cloud  was  gathering  ov<»r  the  Boston  and  Salem 
churches.  The  Ann  Hutchinson  and  Roger  Williams  schism  Avas 
destined  soon  to  distract  the  colony,  and  ^Ir.  Pynchon  could  not  but 
have  seen  tlu*  advantage  of  a  still  deeju'r  taste  of  the  wilderness. 
His  resolve  to  settle  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  marks  the  l>eginning 
of  the  history  of  Springfield. 
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Qi[)ter  I. 

1655   —    1657. 

Tlie  Roihuiy  Settler-.  —  Cu uses  of  their  Mi>tration  to  llio  ronnccticiit  Vnlloy. — 
The  ProlHble  Hniile  from  Roxbiiiy  lo  SpriQirfielil.  -  The  "  01<1  Connecticut  Tuth  " 
■  ml  the  "Okl  Bo)  Pnlh."  -  Tlie  First  riou?o.  —  The  Di'esn  of  the  Springfield 
rioiiecrd.  —  Hujing  ladiMi  Lands.  —  The  Fir-t  Owners  of  Iloiise-lot*.  —  The 
Peiiiiot  War.  —  William  Pynchon  a  Trader.  —  Bev.  George  Moton.  —  The  ToWQ 
Meclint'  and  the  Eojjrliah  Vcatiy  Meeting.  —  OnDcnhip  of  Lands  i 


In  ttif'se  simple  chraiiiclea  of  Spriiiglield  there  is  no  occasion  to 
givf  ill  rietnil  tlie  eauseit  tlmt  led  William  Pym-hoii  and  ins  !is»ot-int<?s 
to  leavi;  Koxl»iiry.  imil  to  wettle  in  the  ((nineirticut  valley-  The 
[(rosjx'ci  of  twtter  trade  in  the  west  was  no  doubt  one  moti\e,  iiud 
the  exactiug  conditions  of  government,  also,  nntst  liuve  inllueneed 
tliem.  The  tendency  at  Boston  to  limit  the  qiialilicationw  of  freeinen, 
and  to  expand  the  prerogatives  of  those  in  authority,  had  already 
flp[)eared.  The  setting  tip  of  the  '•  standing  council  f»)r  term  of  life  " 
had  giv(!n  rise  to  serious  misgivings  in  the  miiidM  of  )uaay. 

The  Hay  authorities  looked  with  no  little  concern  upon  the  first 
jirojiosals  to  i>eople  tlie  Connecticut  valley.  They  hail  ilisinisseil,  with 
some  show  of  impatience,  Plymouth's  proposition  even  to  join  in 
a  we-Hteru  trading  evpe<lition  ;  nor  had  the  adventurous  John  Oldham 
endeared  himself  to  the  ])eople  at  the  Hay,  who  frowned  nix>n  liis 
"  vast  <'onceipts  of  extraordinary  gaine."  But  it  is  quite  [xxisible 
that  Mr.   Pynchon  gave  Oldham  substantial   encouragement  in   liis 
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work  of  exploring  tlu»  Coimeeticut  viilley.  When  OUlhainV  estate 
Wiis  settled  it  was  fouud  that  he  owed  Mr.  Pyuchon  £22  Vds.  iW. 

It  has  l)een  usually  taken  for  granted  that  AVilliam  Pynehon  pros- 
pected in  tliis  valley  in  MiX).  It  must  liave  In^en  a  hasty  tnp,  liow- 
ever,  as  he  was  at  Boston  in  March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  August, 
and  November  of  tliat  year.  lie  did  not  attend  the  Septemlx»r 
court,  however.  The  first  house  on  the  hanks  of  the  Agawam  river, 
which  empties  into  the  Connecticut  just  ]>elow  Springfield,  was  built 
in  UJ.'^r),  the  workmen  arriving  in  time  for  the  spring  planting.  If 
!Mr.  Pynehon  himself  went  thus  early  he  anticipated  tiie  action  of  the 
(general  Court,  which  did  not  pass  the  vote  authorizing  the  fonning 
of  a  ueAv  plantation  until  May. 

The  route  taken  l)y  the  early  prospectors  and  settlers  of  Spring- 
field rests  under  (piite  as  deep  a  cloud  of  doubt  as  the  dates  them- 
selves. TIktc  is  an  old  romance,  written  ])y  a  native  of  Springfield, 
entitled  '•  Letoula ;  or,  a  legend  of  Springfield;  founded  on  Fact." 
It  contains  the  following  i)assage  :  — 

At  the  done  oi  a  siininu'r  I'vi'iiinj;  in  l«»:i5.  a.**  the  sun  wjwj  sinking  in  the  far 
west  and  casting:  its  last  brilliant  beams  thnnijrh  a  hedjje  of  willows  Mhich 
l)or«lere<l  the  si)arklinjr  waters  of  the  lovely  (\>nriecticnt.  a  birch  canoe,  shooting 
by  an  oi>ening  in  the  will<>w>.  a]>]>roaehe(I  the  shore.  A  small  party  of  Englihh- 
inen  disembarked,  and.  accompanied  by  a  guide,  a^'ended  the  hill.  They  were 
met  at  the  sunnnit  by  a  >iarhem,  \vln>  eondueted  them  inside  the  ])alisadoes.  The 
next  morning  a  council  wa.«»  held,  and  the  strangers  made  known  the  object  of 
their  visit,  which  was  to  purchase  land  for  a  settlement. 

There  is  probably  as  much  truth  in  this  avowed  work  of  fiction  as 
in  some  of  the  professedly  historical  accounts.  A  house  was  already 
up,  and  crops  growing,  in  the  sununer  of  !<»;).'),  and  the  parley  with 
the  Indians  had,  of  course,  taken  place  before  that.  The  story  that 
the  Koxbury  party,  led  by  William  Pynehon,  approached  the  Connect- 
icut valley  substantially  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Kailroad  route, 
may  saf(»ly  be  set  down  as  a  piece  of  ^isioning.     A  speaker  in  an 
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historical  address  lias  recently  assumed  that  the  Windsor,  Hartford, 
and  Wethersfield  parties  came  down  the  Chicopee  valley,  and  thence 
drifted  south.  Dr.  Holland  also  accepted  tradition,  and  used  it  in 
his  history,  as  well  as  for  his  purposes  of  fiction,  when  he  described 
the  approach  of  the  Springfield  pioneers  from  the  ''  Old  Bay  Path." 
But  the  '''  Bay  Path  '*  was  not  opened  until  1673,  nearly  forty  years 
lat«r. 

The  Indian  situation  may  enlighten  us  somewhat  upon  this  sub- 
J€K!t.  The  English  explorers  of  that  early  day  found  that  the  site 
of  AVoodstock,  Conn.,  was  in  a  rich  corn  region,  wiiere  tlie  grain  was 
stored  in  Indian  "  barns,"  or  cellars  with  baked-clay  walls.  From 
Woodstock  ran  old  trails  in  every  direction.  It  was,  in  fact,  an 
Indian  trail  centre,  (iovernor  Winthrop  was  supplied  with  corn  in 
lt»30  by  Indians,  who  l)ore  it  in  skins  upon  their  backs  to  the  Bay. 
This  early  supply- train  proceeded  from  Woodstock  past  the  site  of 
Dudley,  Grafton,  Hopkinton,  South  Framingham,  Cochituate  pond 
(Framingham),  north  bank  of  Charles  river,  and  thence  to  Cam- 
>>ridge  and  Boston.  Nor  did  these  Indians  even  then  break  through 
an  untrodden  forest.  They  took  the  trail  known  later  as  the  Old 
Connecticut  Path,  the  one  followed  by  John  Oldham  on  his  way  to 
the  site  of  Wethersfield  in  163.*5.  Hooker  and  Stone  took  this  route 
in  June,  U)3().  It  had  been  developed  from  an  Indian  trail  to  an 
Knglish  bridle-path  for  horses  and  cattle.  No  one  ever  accused 
William  Pynchon  with  any  lack  of  business  qualities.  He  was  a 
practical  man  of  affairs.  It  is  absurd,  therefore,  to  suppose  that  he 
rejected  the  forest- trail  connections  of  the  country,  and  pushed  on 
with  his  little  company  of  men,  women,  and  children  through  a 
trackless  wilderness. 

We  have  spoken  of  Woodstock  as  a  trail  centre.  One  trail  ran 
from  thence  to  the  Narragansett  country  and  to  Noi'wich ;  another 
north-west,  through  Southbridge  to  Sturbridge,  there  splitting,  —  one 
continuing  to  Springfield,  and  the  other  to  the  Falls  on  the  Connect- 
icut, at  Holyoke.     There  was  still  another  Indian  trail,  which  left 
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the  Old  Connecticut  Path  at  Wesson,  and  ran  through  Sudl»ury 
Centre,  Nashaway,  Princeton,  New  Braintree,  West  Brooktiehl, 
Warren,  Brimfield,  and  Springfield  ;  but,  from  Winthrop's  Journal,  it 
appears  that  the  English  did  not  know  of  it  till  1<>4H.  It  was  in 
1649  that  John  Eliot  wrote  :  *"  20  myles  up  the  river  layeth  Spring- 
feild  where  Mr.  Moxon  is  pastor.  And  this  towne  overland  from  the 
Bay  laveth  :  80  :  or  :  90  :  myles  South  West  and  is  the  roade  wav  to 
all  the  towns  upon  this  river  and  lye  more  southward.**  This  was 
true  in  1()49,  but  not  in  \C>:Uy. 

We  feel  free  to  conclude,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Pynchon  approached 
the  Connecticut  vallev,  on  his  preliminary  expedition  in  1G35,  by 
the  Old  Connecticut  Path.  He  had  with  him  John  Cable,  Johu 
Woodstock,  and  an  Indian  interpreter.  With  an  eye  for  trade  he  at 
once  saw  that  he  would  not  be  content  to  settle  his  Koxbury  com- 
pany below  the  other  Connecticut  plantations,  and  he  determined  to 
prospect.  He  a.scen<led  the  ""grate  ryver '' until  he  came  to  the 
mouth  of  the  AVoronoco  river  (Agawam),  where  he  found  Indians 
uote<l  for  their  beaver-hunting  propensities.  He  was  unaware  that 
he  had  pushed  far  enough  north  to  be  outside  the  Connecticut  juris- 
diction. He  struck  a  ])argain  with  the  Agawam  Indians,  who  had  a 
fort  (m  a  hill  overhanging  the  east  l»ank  of  the  river,  and  who  had 
extensive  planting-groinids  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut,  south 
of  the  AVoronoco  river.  Leaving  his  men  to  plant,  and  to  build  a 
house  alnnit  half  a  mile  alH)ve  the  mouth  of  the  Woronoco  river  on 
the  south  side,  he  hastened  back  to  the  Bay.  A  I)or<*hester  party 
visited  the  Agawam  in  July,  but  returned  to  the  site  of  Windsor. 

Having  begun  to  tamper  with  tradition  as  to  these  ancient  matters, 
we  are  impelled  also  to  cast  a  doubt  over  the  usual  narrative  that 
Mr.  Pynchon's  company  encamped  on  the  present  site  of  Springfield 
upon  their  arrival  in  the  spring  of  163().  The  Indians  had  told  theiu, 
so  the  stor}'  goes,  that  the  house  in  the  Agawam  meadow  was 
exposed  to  floods  in  the  spring  and  autumn,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly abandoned  the  year  it  was  built.     What  little  is  known  al)Oiit 
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this  house  ix)int8  just  to  the  other  couclusion,  —  that  it  was  not  only 
not  ])ulled  dowu,  but  actually  sheltered  some  of  the  first  arrivals 
iu  1630.  The  truth  is,  that  when  the  P^nglish  put  in  an  appear- 
ance in  \iVM\  with  their  families,  the  Indians  raised  on  the  price 
of  their  lands  along  the  Agawam,  and  it  was  not  the  danger  from 
floods  alone  that  induced  the  settlers  to  change  the  site  of  the  pro- 
posed town. 

In  a  memorandum  made  by  John  Ilolyoke,  over  forty  years  later, 
is  to  be  found  a  sentence  that  tends  to  clear  this  question  up,  and  to 
show  that  the  old  house  in  the  Agawam  meadow  was  standing  in 
1 636.     Here  it  is  :  — 

Memorandii"' :  A|?muii  or  Agawam.  It  is  that  iikmIow  on  the  south  of  Ajjawa'" 
River  where  y*  Pliiglish  did  first  huild  a  house,  w''  ijow  we  comonly  cal  house 
medow.  that  i)eice  of  [ground  it  is  w'^  y*'  Indians  do  call  Agawam,  &  y'  y®  English 
kept  y^  residence,  who  first  came  to  settle  and  plant  at  Springfeild  now  so 
called :  &  at  y''  place  it  was  (as  is  supi>osed)  that  this  purchase  was  made  of  the 
Indians. 

It  is  argued,  however,  that  the  word  ''purchase"  iu  the  alK)ve 
document  means  the  original  verbal  bargain  struck  by  Pynchon  and 
the  Indians  in  1635,  and  not  the  actual  passing  of  the  deeds  iu  July, 
1636.  This  inference  would  compel  us  to  make  a  forced  construc- 
tion to  the  following  passage  in  the  compact  that  was  drawn  up  a 
few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Koxbury  pioneers,  in  May  of  that 
vear : — 

H)'y.  That  wheras  a  howse  was  huilt  at  a  conion  charge  which  cost  <>£  and 
aUue  the  Indians  demannd  a  greate  some  to  huye  theyr  right  in  the  s'^  lands,  and 
aUiK*  a  greate  shallope,  which  was  requisite  for  the  first  plantinge.  the  valew 
of  which  engagements  is  to  he  borne  by  each  inhabitant  at  theyr  first  entrance, 
a*  tbev  shall  be  rated  bv  us  till  the  s''  disbursements  shall  be  satisfved.  or  else 
in  caiie  the  s**  howse  and  l)oat  be  not  soe  satisfved  for.  then  soe  much  meddowe 
be  8ett  out  about  the  s'^  howse  as  may  countervayle  the  sayd  extraordinary 
charge. 
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It  would  be  rather  u  difficult  thing  to  set  apart  meadow  land  about 
a  house  that  had  been  pulled  down,  and  we  can  safely  assert  that  the 
original  house  on  the  l)anks  of  the  Woronoeo  river  had  not  been 
pulled  down  in  the  spring  of  \iVM\^  tradition  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing ;  and  it  is  eciually  safe  to  infer  that  it  sheltered,  at  least, 
a  part  of  the  Roxbury  arrivals. 

The  year  Ifi.'^G  was  indeed  an  active  and  trying  one  for  Mr.  Pyn- 
chon.  liesi<les  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay  General  Court,  to 
govern  for  one  year  the  plantations  that  might  In?  started  in  the 
valley  of  tlie  Connecticut,  Mr.  Pynehon  had  to  take  full  chai*ge  of 
the  transi)oi*tation  of  his  party,  and  their  household  goods  and 
effects,  advancing  :i  largt*  part  of  the  money  required  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  ^March  session  of  the  General  Court  was  full  of  excite- 
ment. The  insecurity  felt  on  account  of  the  restless  Indians,  the 
reconstruction  of  tlie  courts,  the  establishment  of  quarter  sessions, 
the  special  religious  meetings  of  sundry  uneasy  spirits  in  some  of  the 
churches,  the  setting  up  of  a  standing  council  from  among  the  magis- 
trates with  life  terms,  and  finally  tlie  appointment  of  the  Connecticut 
commission  of  eight,  were  but  the  most  important  matters  considered 
at  that  time. 

Sixteen  hundred  thirty-six  may  be  called  the  exodus  year  to  the 
Connecticut  valley.  Parties  from  the  east  were  pushing  to  the  sites 
of  Hartford,  Windsor,  Springfield,  and  Wethersfield  all  that  spring 
and  summer ;  and  while  the  men  at  the  Hav  could  do  no  less  than  bid 
them  (iod-speed,  we  know  that  nothing  but  the  stoutest  ties  that  keep 
just  minds  to  their  moorings  prevented  an  open  rupture. 

Governor  Winthrop's  ''Blessing  of  the  Hay"  sailed  from  Boston 
for  the  Connecticut  river  April  2(>,  and  alx>ut  this  time  the  body 
of  the  Koxbury  pioneers  penetrated  the  Massachusetts  wilderness. 
A  reference  to  this  vessel  and  its  service  to  Pvnchon  is  made 
in  a  subsequent  letter  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr..  in  which  he 
writes :  — 
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l*ray  accept  my  Hill  of  cxciiiin^  to  you  by  Mr.  Peotcrs  for  0:1  li :  &  as  for  the 
f reiji:ht  of  tJic  Blessing  formerly.  I  have  a  jierfett  account  of  it :  hut  I  have  not 
writt  with  Vnthony  Dike  to  confer  my  notes  with  him.  &  as  for  the  freiglit  of 
the  Batcheller.  I  shall  make  up  the  tunag  with  Mr  (iose  at  Watertowne :  for 
thither  I  have  conditioned  that  ^^he  must  deliver  our  goo<l.s.  I  ai«ke<l  Liefteiiant 
(iihhins.  lief  ore  I  would  hier  her.  if  she  might  goe  as  far  as  Watertowne.  &  he 
confidently  attirnie<l  she  might.  &  that  there  is  water  enough :  therefore  I  pniy 
give  all  the  furtherance  you  can. 

Ik)tli  the  '•  Blessin<r "  and  the  '•  HaU*lieller"  carried  goods  for  the 
Roxinirv  part  v.  it  would  seem  from  this.  The  first  iD.stalmeut  of  the 
Koxluiry  band  aecomplislie<l  its  journey  Iwtween  April  20  and  May 
14,  when  the  first  recorded  meetintr  took  place.  This  instalment  in- 
cluded at  least  a  dozen  families.  The  horse-litter  for  the  ageil  or 
indisiK)sed  was  the  only  vehicle  practicable  along  the  forest  bridle- 
path to  the  wild  west.  Cows  and  pigs  were  included  in  the  pioneer 
procession,  while  the  armed  outiH>st  would  lead  the  way  over  a  [une 
plain  or  down  a  forest  ravine,  in  order  to  clear  natural  obstructions 
or  prospect  for  savages.  While  the  colony  was  ui^on  the  verge  of 
a  teiTible  Indian  war,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Pvnchou 
party  was  well  receivtnl  at  the  Indian  villages  which  they  passed. 
Mr.  Pynchon  wsis  accompanied  doubtless  by  his  bride,  Frances 
Sanford,  "  a  grave  matron  of  the  church  at  Dorchester,"  whom  he 
had  married  not  long  afttM-  the  death  of  the  first  Mrs.  Pynchon. 

Puritanism  was  the  religion  of  honest,  unaffecUHl,  and  stalwart 
simplicity,  which  expressed  itself  strikingly  in  dress  :  but  the  plain 
garb  of  those  days  figinvs  in  our  nineteenth  century  eyes  as  jnctu- 
res<jue  in  the  extreme. 

There  is  a  natural  ciu'iosity  as  to  the  costinnuig  of  the  pioneers, 
and  a  diligent  search  has  served  to  satisfy  this  curiosity  in  part.  Most 
of  the  troopers  and  young  men  wore  the  customary  jerkins  or  waist- 
coats of  green  cotton,  caught  at  the  waist  with  either  red  tape  or  a 
leather  band.  Over  this  some  would  wear  a  mandilion.  or  sleeveless 
jacket,  held  at  the  neck  with  hooks  and  eyes,  ami  line<l  with  cotton. 
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^Vs  the  expedition  was  tlirou^i^h  a  wilderness  ilnriuji:  a  possibly  rainy 
sjmng,  some  may  have  heen  (h'essed  at  times  \\\  the  uncomfortably 
warm  doublet  an<l  hose  of  leather  lined  with  oiled  skin,  m  which 
Ciise  they  would  abandon  their  lar*re.  conical  broadbrims  for  cooler, 
red,  knit  Puritan  caps.  The  half-lx)ot  was  much  worn  then,  and  Mr. 
Pynchon  would  wear  great  l)oot.s,  —  a  luxury  limited  by  law  to  those 
whose  estate  was  at  least  €200.  The  broad,  white  collar  of  the 
|^H*rio<l  would  not  be  demanded  upon  such  an  expedition.  The  women 
of  the  ban<l  would  wear  strong,  simple  kersey  gowns,  with  hoods, 
c:ips,  high  necks,  and  neckcloths,  their  home-made  gowns  falling 
to  the  stout  boots  with  the  directness  of  a  decree  from  heaven. 
Hie  short  sleeves  an<l  bare  arms,  and  bunches  of  green  ribbon  (not, 
however,  required  on  such  a  journey),  had  been  forbidden  by  the 
authorities :  but  an  ins|>ection  of  the  manuscript  and  printcnl  remains 
of  pioneer  life  in  New  England  shows  that  neither  the  ingenuity  of 
man,  nor  the  dangers  of  the  wild  l>easts  or  wilder  men,  kept  the 
New  England  woman  from  reflecting  in  her  attire  sometlnng  of  the 
grace  and  taste  that  Heaven  sheds  nix)n  her  sex  ;  and,  therefore, 
if  <iiiriug  this  expedition  some  yeoman  did  not  discover  it  a  pleas- 
ure to  tramp  beside  his  horse  that  a  mai<l  might  be  the  better 
placed,  and  her  forest-decorated  gown  appear  to  better  advantage, 
then  Springfield  was  not  at  first  peopled  with  the  average  <iuality  of 
Puritans. 

It  pi*ofits  us  little  to  linger  over  a  chapter  of  history  which  is 
founded  ui>on  an  hypothesis  and  <leveloped  upon  slender  threads  of 
inference,  but  one  cannot  l»ut  look  twice  at  the  i)ossible  scenes  along 
this  route  to  the  Connecticut,  — the  encami)ment  jit  a  hamlet  of  wig- 
wams, the  fair- faced  matron  and  the  leather-<lressed  squaw,  the  ex- 
pre.ssious  of  a  mutual  spirit  of  concord  and  curiosity  among  the 
soft- voiced  stninirei-s  m  screen  and  black  and  the  natives,  the 
psalm-singing  circle  al)OUt  the  camp-fire,  and  the  wondering  savages 
>>efore  their  wigwams. 

Mr.  Pynchon  had  secured  an  interi)reter  named  Ahaughton.  through 
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whom  he  coukl  coiuinimicate  with  the  Indians,  and,  so  far  as  is  known, 
the  great  journey  was  accomplished  without  accident,  at  least  without 
serious  delay. 

It  is  (juite  |)ossible  that  the  pioneers  turned  north-west  at  Woo<l- 
stock,  and  followe<l  the  trail  to  the  site  of  Springfield  :  hut  as  this 
trail  was  not  a  bridle-path  for  the  admission  of  horses  an<l  cattle,  and 
as  their  jrooils  were  sent  on  boat  /vV<  Savbrook  and  Windsor  ( for 
Pynchon  had  letters  to  the  church  at  Windsor),  even  this  supi>osi- 
tion  is  to  be  doubted.  We  l>elieve  that  the  pioneers  came  up  the 
river  to  the  Woronoi-o,  or  Agawam  river,  and  wei-e  sheltere«l  in  the 
old,  original  house  on  the  Indian  meadows,  now  forming  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Agawam,  on  the  south  bank,  al^out  half  a  mile  fi*om  the 
si)ot  where  it  empties  nito  the  Connecticut. 

Before  the  Indian  deeds  were  secure<l  the  little  company  made 
a  formal  declaration  of  then*  intention  to  establish  a  town.  Thev 
were  three  days  in  drawing  up  this  covenant,  or  town  constitution, 
as  it  may  be  called.  No  reference  to  any  colony  jurisdiction  0(*eni*s 
in  this  document.  Thev  were  theoretically  under  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  government,  but  really  formed  a  part  of  Connecticut.  They 
l>etJjan  their  covenant  by  savinjr  that  thev  "doe  mutually  agree  to 
cert  ay  ne  articles  and  oixlei-s  to  be  obsened  and  kept  by  us  and 
by  our  successoi*s.  except  wee  and  every  of  us  for  ourselves  and 
in  oun*  persons,  shall  therein  meet  upiK>n  better  reasons  to  alter 
our  present  resolutions."  They  declareil  firet  their  intention  to 
procure  a  minister.  The  town  was  to  Ik.*  limited  to  fifty  families  : 
each  inhabitant,  that  is.  head  of  a  family,  to  have  a  house-lot 
and  an  allotment  of  planting-grounds,  pasture,  meadow,  marsh, 
and  timl>er  land.  Taxes  were  to  be  levied  upon  land  only. 
AVilliam  Pvnchon.  Jehu  Burr,  an<l  Henry  Smith  were  given  forty 
acres  of  meadow-land,  south  of  the  •*  Knd  Brook."  to  K»  exempt 
from  taxation  on  account  of  the  money  paid  out  by  them  in  found- 
ing a  town.  No  man  but  William  Pynchon  was  allowed  to  have 
ten  acres  in  his  house-lot.     The  men  signing  this  tigreement  were. 
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William  Pyuchon,  Matthew  Mitchell,  Henry  Smith,  Jehu  Burr 
(his  mark),  William  Blake,  Edmuud  Wood,  Thomas  Ufford  (his 
mark),  and  John  Cable.  The  assignments  of  house-lots  were  as 
follows  :  — 


William  Blake 

•                   •                   • 

1() 

poles 

in  width. 

Thomas  Woo<lford 

(north) 

12 

Thomas  Ufford 

U 

Henry  Smith   . 

20 

Jehu  Burr 

20 

William  Pynchon 

:{0 

John  Cable 

14 

%  John  Reader    . 

12 

11 

MILL     RIVEK. 

Matthew  Mitchell  ] 
.  Samuel  Butterfiehl    \       .         .         On  the  Connecticut. 

Edmund  Wood  J 

'  Jonas  Wood     ....  South  of  Mill  Kiver. 

Henry  Smith,  who  was  married  to  Mr.  Pynchon's  daut^hter  Ann, 
drew  up  the  agreement ;  and  he  seems  to  liave  been  a  man  of 
great  character  an<l  reliability. 

Six  weeks  after  the  signing  of  this  agreement  Mr.  Pynchon  was 
at  Roxburv,  but  he  returned  in  time  to  meet  the  locjil  Indians 
and  to  receive  deeds  for  the  lands  previously  bargained  for.  If 
oui  conclusions  are  well  founded,  Mr.  Pynchon  and  his  associates 
met  the  Indian  owners  of  the  land  in  the  first  house  on  the  banks 
of  the  Agawam.  July  15,  KJ.Sr).  Eleven  days  before,  Pynchon  had 
been  in  Roxburv.  Several  families  had  arrived  since  Mav,  and 
they  fonned  the  second  instalment  which  Pynchon  led  to  the  val- 
ley. The  scene  in  and  al)out  the  little  house  excites  our  curiosity ; 
but  time  has  obliterated  all  Imt  the  results  of  the  meeting. 

Cummueke  and  Matanchan,  ancient   Indians,  were  there,  and    a 
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younj;  warrior,  Cuttouas,  of  whom  we  will  bear  more  later,  and 
others,  making  a  rompany  of  at  least  thirteen  Indians  who  pnt  their 
marks  ujwn  paper  for  the  first  time.  The  rights  of  the  squaws  to 
the  lands  were  dulv  recojrnized,  bnt  thev  were  not  allowed  to 
sign.     The  dee<l  is  liere  transcribed :  — 

Agaaiii  alui8  Agawara  :  ThU  fifteenth  day  of  July.   li>3<>. 

It  is  agretMl  between  Coniniucke  i  Matanchan  ancient  Indians  of  Agaam 
for  &.  in  the  Xanie  of  al  tJie  other  Indians,  &  in  particular  for  &  in  y* 
Name  of  Cuttonus  the  right  owner  of  Agaam  &  Quana.  &.  in  the  Name  of  his* 
mother  Kewanusk  tlie  Taniasham  or  wife  of  WenawLs,  &  Xiarum  the  wife  of 
Coa,  to  &   with   William   Pvnchon   Henrv   Smith  &  Jehu   Burr  their  heires  jjb 

•  « 

associates  for  ever,  to  truck  &  sd  al  that  ground  i  muckeosquittaj  or 
me<low,  accomsick  viz :  on  the  other  side  of  Quana ;  &  al  the  ground  &  muck- 
eosquittaj on  the  side  of  Agaam.  except  Cottinackeesh  or  grouml  that  is  now 
planted  for  ten  Fatham  of  Wamiwim.  Ten  Coates.  Ten  howes.  Ten  hatchets. 
&  Ten  knifes :  and  also  the  said  ancient  Indians  with  the  Consent  of  the  rest. 
&  in  particular  w^*»  the  Consent  of  Menis  &  Wrutheriia  &  Xaiwmpenam.  do 
trucke  &  sel  to  William  Pvnchon  Henrv  Smith  &  Jehu  Burr.  &  their  sue- 
cessors.  for  ever,  al  that  ground  on  the  East  side  of  Qninneckiot  River  calleil 
T'squajok  &  Xayasset  reaching  about  four  or  five  miles  in  Length,  from  the 
north  end  of  Masaksicke  up  to  Chickupix*  River,  for  four  fatliam  of  Wampam. 
four  Coates.  four  howes.  four  iiatchets.  four  knifes :  Also  the  said  ancient 
Indiana  Doe  w*^  the  Consent  of  the  other  Indians.  &  in  particular  w»*»  the 
Consent  of  Machetuhoo<l  Wenepawin.  Ac  Mokemoos  tnicke  &  sel  the  ground 
&  muckeosquittaj.  &  grounds  adjoyning.  called  Masaksicke.  for  four  fatham  of 
wam|>am,  four  Coates.  four  hatchets  &  four  howes,  and  four  knifes, 

And  the  said.  Pynchon  hatii  in  hand  paid  the  said  eighteen  fatham  of 
Wampam,  eighteen  coates.  15  hatchets.  In.  howes.  IS  knifes  to  the  said  Com- 
mucke  &.  Matanchan.  &.  doth  further  condition  w**'  the  sd  Indians,  that  thev 
shal  have  &  enjoy  all  tliat  Cottinackeesb,  or  ground  that  is  now  plantetl ; 
And  liave  liberty  to  take  Fish  &  lX*er.  groundnuts,  walnuts,  akornes.  & 
sasachimmeph  or  a  kiml  of  pease.  And  also  if  any  of  o*"  Cattle  spoile  their 
come,  to  pay  as  it  is  worth:  &  that  hogs  shall  not  goe  on  tlie  side  of  Agaam 
but  in  akorne  time :  Also  the  said  Pynchon  doth  give  to  Wrutherna  two 
Coates  over  &  above  the  saitl  Particulars  exp'^ssed.  »i  In  Witnes  hereof  the 
two  said  Indians  &  the  Rest,  doe  set  to  their  bands,  this  pNent  l.V*»  day  of 
Julv.    Kw^fi. 
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Old  Indian  Deed. 
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The  Indians  signing  the  alK)ve  deed  were  Menis,  MaelietuhocKl, 
Chittonas,  Kenis,  Cumniucke,  Matanchan,  >Vessa  (or  Xepinani), 
Macossak,  AVrutlierna,  Koekuinek,  AVinnepjfwin,  Wenawis,  and 
Coa.  '^ 

The  Indians,  as  they  crowded  alK>ut  the  table,  seemed  to  liave 
no  difficulty  in  hitting  uiM)n  designs  to  stand  for  their  signatui-es. 
One  drew  a  canoe,  one  au  arrow,  another  a  bow  and  arrow.  The 
white  witnesses  of  this  liistorie  deed  were  John  Allen,  Riehai-d 
Everett,  Jo>e])h  Parsons,  Thomas  Horton,  Faithful  Thayeler,  and 
John  Cownes.  It  is  to  Ix*  not^d  that  these  are  all  new  names, 
and  also  that  two  of  them,  Everett  an<l  Cownes,  made  their  marks 
just  as  the  savages  did. 

The  double  title  to  the  sit>e  of  Springfield  was  now  obtained,  — 
the  transfei-s  under  the  king's  patent  and  the  Indian  deed.  The 
lX)litical  status  and  oiticial  allegiance  of  William  Pynchon,  during 
this  interregiunn,  is  not  (juite  clear.  He  was  a  memlK.*r  of 
the  provisional  commission  that  governed  Connecticut;  and  yet, 
after  this  commission,  he  sat,  as  an  assistant,  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  colony.  A  few  weeks  after  the  signing  of  the  Indian 
deed  Mr.  Pynchon  was  once  more  in  Boston,  and  attended  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Ses>ious,  as  well  as  the  (leneral  Court.  The 
latter  continued  until  the  close  of  October :  but  probably  Mr. 
Pynchon  was  p<*rmitte<l  to  leave  before  that,  as  he  appeared  at 
Newtown  (Hartford,  Conn.)  at  tiie  o[)ening  of  the  Connecticut 
court    there,   Noveml>er    1. 

Mr.  Pvnchon  was  umloubtedlv  too  busv  with  the  affairs  of  the 
plantation  to  go  through  the  valley  to  any  extent  <luring  the  first 
year.  He  had  written  to  John  AVintiuop.  Jr.  :  *•  I  will  hasten  to 
settle  myself  there  [Agawnm]  as  s<Kme  as  I  can,  *V:  then  I  shall  see 
all  the  plantations."  Pynchon  was  already  at  work  shijiping  goods 
to  the  yoiniger  Winthrop.  There  are  records  of  •'liver-culler 
shagg  "  cloth  and  '' tauny  shagg ''  sent  to  Winthro]) :  and  we  find 
this    bit   of    business    advice,    from    Pvnchon    to    his    Connecticut 
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friend,  dated  Roxbury,  July  4,  1636:  '"As  for  using  ould  tradere 
to  trade  for  you,  it  is  not  the  best  way  for  your  gaine  :  for  they 
know  how  to  save  themselves ;  but  a  trusty  man  that  never  was 
a  trader  will  quickly  find  the  way  of  trading,  &  bring  you  best 
protitt,  &  so  the  God  of  peace  be  with  you  ever."  Mr.  Pyuchon 
said,  in  the  same  letter :  — 

I  received  a  parsell  of  course  wampain  from  you,  but  I  could  not  trade 
any  of  it,  because  others  were  furiusked  plenty  of  better :  but  if  you  will 
stend  me  a  parsell  of  ItX)  or  2(K)  fathom  of  fine  white  wampan  I  shall  ac- 
cept it  as  bever.  If  you  sell  not  this  cloth,  kecpe  it  in  good  condition  &  1 
will  take  it  again. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  Pynchon  and  Winthrop  both  were 
foncerned,  at  first,  in  trading  operations  ujwn  a  small  scale. 

Mr.  Pynchon  proliably  had  his  house  far  enough  advanced  by  tjie 
closing  in  of  winter,  1636,  to  afford  not  only  his  immediate  family 
shelter,  but  possibly  others.  The  pine  forests  on  the  great  plain 
east  and  north  of  the  new  village  were  substantially  free  of  under- 
brush, owing  to  the  annual  autumn  burnings  which  the  Indians  re- 
sorted to,  possibly  to  facilitate  their  movements.  The  oak  and 
chestnut  groves  were  carefully  protected  from  fire,  however.  The 
Indian  summer  of  two  hundi*ed  and  fifty  years  ago,  with  its  wild 
fire  climbing  from  tree  to  tree  up  the  mountain  sides,  driving  the 
game  liefore  it,  or  licking  up  the  brush  on  river  banks,  and  flushing 
the  birds  on  the  plain  and  in  jungles,  resembled  only  remotely  that 
placid  haze,  under  an  exaggerated  sun,  so  seductive  to  young  poets 
of  our  day. 

The  company  of  frontier  settlers  was  unable  to  secure  a  minister 
the  first  year,  and  Mr.  I*ynchon  gathered  the  little  flock  together, 
probably  at  his  house,  and  conducted  divine  service.  He  wrote  his 
sermons,  and  his  young  son,  John,  often  took  abstracts  of  them. 

The  Agawam  Indians,  in  their  fort  on  Long  hill,  were  pleased  to 
see  the  English  settling  in  their  immediate  vicinity.     It  gave  them  a 
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[K/i»«rrftji  aJJv  u;iiiiu*l  waj-likt  tri^its  )»rrtli  v»  ihe  soniL  and  the  west, 
and  il  iii'.'f^-aiw^J  tli*r  valu^rr  aoid  iixijionaij<*e  c»f  their  plainting-grouDds. 
'i*b»r  jjiiddl*'  ijj^radow  adj^^ining  tlnr  A  gam  am  mt^dow  wa>  known  as 
<^uaiiu-  'i'b»f  r»*gioD  at  lyjugmeadf^w  was  <-alJtMi  ZdjLsat-kfriek  :  Mill 
fw^t  wa*  <*alJ*^J  IV^uajok;  Spiiniriield-  iurladinir  tbr  Cliieopee 
pin  ill*,  %ia*  Nava-M-t :  aij<i  We^ttield  wa*>  called  Woronoeo. 

Johij  Oldhaiij  wab  killed  bv  the  iDdians  near  BliK-k  Island  a  few 
da>>  aft«'rt]ie  Agawain  dee<i  liad  f»een  signed,  and  a  terriMf  struggle 
with  th«;  »rava;£e*i  wa-*  i/reeij/itated.  On  the  following  May.  IdT, 
war  wap>  dw;lared  at  Hartf<»rd  against  the  Pet^uots.  Pynehou  was 
not  j/r<'M'nl,  hut  it  was  voted  that  ••  Mr.  Pincheons  shallopj»  shal  l>e 
taken  t>>  fx*  injployed  in  thi-^  desigue."  Mr.  Ludlow  apologized  for 
thiH  JilxTtv  a  f<'W  daN>>  later. 

'J'he  new  phintation  hy  that  time  had  quite  a  number  of  houses 
alon;r  the  went  hide  of  our  pre?*ent  Main  street,  and  they  were 
ti/h'rahlv  well  fortified.  liut  thev  lived  in  eon>tant  fear,  and  if  thev 
hnd  \H*A*n  attack***!  at  that  time  thev  inijrht  easily  have  bet»n  exter- 
njinate<i,  Tlie  Ajrawain  and  AVorouoeo  Indians  showed  no  disiK>si- 
tion  Ui  fijrht.  lndee<l,  they  had  looked  u\K>n  the  whites  from  the 
Htart  aK  allien. 

The  year  Ui.'iT  was  a  trying  and  exciting  one.  as  no  one  could  tell 
at  what  moment  the  whole  Indian  jxjpulation  would  rise  and  join  the 
JVjuotH  in  a  war  of  extermination.  House-building  and  land-<-lear- 
in;:  an<l  tlx*  opening  of  the  main  street  were  attended  with  an 
ever-prenent  nense  of  insecurity. 

It  was  not  until  over  a  year  liad  passed  that  the  first  article  of  the 
original  town  <*ompa<'t  was  carried  out,  and  a  minister  secured.  Rev. 
(ieorge  Moxon,  of  Boston,  arrived  at  Agawam  in  the  autumn  of 
Hi.'JT.  lie  was  a  short,  stout  man  of  five  and  tliirty,  and  was  a  i>er- 
Monal  friend  of  Mr.  Pynclion.  Ilis  arrival  was  an  occasion  of  great 
felicitation,  for  tlie  allotments  of  land  and  the  clearing  of  the  forests 
were  merely  the  preliminaries.  The  great  work  of  the  settlers  was  to 
cHtahliHli  and  spread  the  kingdom  of  (fod  in  the  New  World.     There 


7 


SPRiyOFIELD,    iaS6-]886.  17 


was  a  belief  abroad  in  those  times  that  America  was  (Utstined  to  be 
a  iH*culiar  hiud,  favored  of  (iod,  and  many  of  the  hiws  so  repngnant 
to  nuxlern  ideas  of  free<lom  and  justice  were  (Unsigned  to  hasten  the 
day  when  tliat  hope  siionkl  be  realized. 

The  coming  of  Mr.  Moxon  was  propitious  also,  as  it  occurred  at 
tlie  season  of  general  tlianksgiving  through  New  Kngland  at  the 
overthrow  of  the  IVcpiots.  With  all  their  trials  and  anxieties,  there 
was  more  blue  sky  than  cloud  above  them,  and  Agawam  observed 
C)etolH»r  12,  its  first  day  of  thanksgiving,  with  renewed  heart  and  a 
hope  that  could  not  be  subdued. 

The  records  of  miuiv  of  the  lirst  town-meetinjis  are  unfortunatelv 
lust,  and  it  is  not  until  the  spring  of  1<)38  that  we  can  secure  auy 
defuiitt*  notion  of  the  course  of  local  ieijislation.  We  will,  therefore, 
only  unticii)ate  at  this  iM)int  enough  to  say  tiiat  one  meets  continually 
in  these  dingy  records  of  the  ancient  town  the  reflections  of  English 
methoils  of  local  government.  !-ocal  <lemoeracy  and  tiie  town- 
meeting  were  no  invention.  Every  phase  of  it  was  more  or  less  a 
reflection  of  English  civilization.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  English 
Church  in  its  relations  to  the  State,  the  New  England  town-meeting 
wouhl  not  have  been  what  it  was.  New-Enghin<lism  was,  as  it  were, 
an  <iak- buttressed  **  J^ ''  against  the  great  mansion  of  English  civiliza- 
tion. One  can  even  go  further,  and  safely  assert  that  if  the  first 
settlers  ha<l  not  read  the  Ih'  AforiJfn,s  ur  Populis  Germanifi'  of 
'l'a<*itus,  they  certainly  revealed  a  contact  of  some  sort  with  (iermau 
folk-life  and  town-life.  Even  to  this  dav  town  connnunism  retains 
its  hold  uix)n  the  Teutonic  race.  In  a  recent  magazine  article  on 
••  Hanoverian  \'illage  Life,"  we  find  this  jjassage  (piite  in  point: 
••  The  tilled  land  is  very  minutely  subdivided,  the  i)asturage  and 
forest  lauds  ijeingheld  and  used  in  common.*'  The  management  and 
allotments  of  these  lauds  in  Hanover  are  primarily  in  the  hands  of 
the  fanners,  with,  of  course,  a  State  supervision. 

In  the  English  parish  of  the  seventeenth  century,  whether  it  had  a 
civil  or  religious  ongui,  with  lioth  Homan  and  (iermau  marks  upon 


18  SPRjyUFIELU,    16S6-JSSa. 


it,  we  find  the  groundwork  of  our  New  Enghmd  t<)wn-meetiii«r,  or 
rntlier  the  ideas  upon  whicli  our  forefathers  workcKl,  and  from  wliieh 
they  perfected  their  scheme  of  local  government.  The  English 
parish  was  a  church  district  at  the  time  we  treat,  organize<l  with 
sundry  priviU^ges  of  local  civil  government.  The  local  rates  an<l 
taxes  were  imposed  hy  the  English  parish.  Once  a  year  the  English 
rector  would  ""  perambulate'' the  l)ounds  of  the  parish  to  confirm 
its  limits  and  to  repeat  the  ancient  anathema  :  ''  Cursed  be  he  which 
translateth  the  l>ounds  and  doles  of  his  neighl>or.''  The  vestrv 
meeting  was  the  parish  gathering,  in  which  highways,  sanitary 
mattei*s.  church  and  [hmm'  rates,  were  all  attended  to  l»y  vote,  —  a 
sutTrage  based  upon  material  [jossessions.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant oflices  tilled  bvthe  vestrv  was  that  of  church-warden,  these  elec- 
tions  sometimes  causing  great  excitement.  A  warden  was  ]x)tli  ji 
civil  and  religious  ollicer,  and  from  the  English  conception  of  this 
otiice  came  the  New  England  "  Select  Townsman,"  as  one  will  readilv 
see  upon  comparing  the  duties  of  both.  Mr.  Pynchon  was  one  of 
the  wardens  of  the  parish  at  Springfield,  England,  ami  u\yon  the 
Agawam  and  Springtield  town-meetings  we  see  resting  the  shadow  of 
the  English  vestrv  meeling. 

It  is  a  common  remark  that  the  advance  in  civilization  is  ac- 
companied by  increasingly  complicated  co<les  and  statutes  ;  but  we 
will  see  uix)n  opening  a  book  of  New  England  town  reeonls  of  the 
seventeenth  century  that  the  complexity  of  our  present  statute  law  is 
technical  and  incidental,  the  tendencv  all  along  having  been  toward 
simplicity  and  a  broadening  of  principle.  At  fii*st,  u  man  could  in 
effect  do  nothing  l)ut  what  was  permitted  him  by  legislation  :  now,  he 
can  do  everything  except  what  is  prohibited.  This  is  the  case  broadly 
stated. 

But  in  reference  to  Aj^rawam  individuallv  it  mav  be  said,  with  some 
local  lu'ide,  that  the  hard  rules  of  the  Bav  were  materially  modilied 
from  tiu'  beginning.  We  had  here  little  or  no  religious  persecu- 
tion, no  eastern  disciplinary  splitting  of  noses,  clamping  of  the  tongue 
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ivith  .split  sticks,  no  hniudings  of  the  forehead.  And  yet.  the 
scheme  of  parental  snpervision  of  men's  movements  was  stoutly 
adhered  to. 

The  town-meeting  was  the  source  of  all  local  authority.  The 
colonial  law  imi)osed  a  religious  test  upon  all  men  entering  this 
iissemblv  of  freemen.  This  assembly  owned  and  managed  all  the 
land,  apportioned  it  to  individuals,  filled  civil  and  religious  ofllces, 
luiilt  churches,  hired  ministers.  o})ened  and  rei)aired  roads,  regulated 
the  walk  and  conversation  of  the  individual,  nominated  the  magis- 
trate, the  constable,  the  officers  of  the  training  band,  elected  all  town 
olficers,  superintended  trade  between  man  and  man,  fixed  the  i)rice 
of  labor,  limited  market  prices,  regulated  the  forests,  determined  the 
rotation  of  crops  in  the  commons,  even  fixed  the  bedtime  of  the 
inliabitants,  their  seasons  of  worship  and  their  hours  of  labor.  At 
first  there  was  a  disposition  to  do  away  with  executive  officers  as  much 
as  possible  in  the  town-meeting.  For  nearly  ten  years  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  selectmen  were  elected  at  Si)ringfiel(l.  There  were  sur- 
veyors to  see  to  the  condition  of  the  highways,  after  the  manner  of 
the  English  vestry,  and  the  town-meeting  was  continually  appointing 
si)ecial  committees  to  perform  certain  prescribed  duties,  with  fines 
prescTibed  if  those  duties  were  not  attended  to,  or  if  the  freemen  re- 
fused to  accept  any  oflioe  imposed  on  them  ;  but  nowhere  in  the  records 
is  there,  for  nearly  a  decade,  any  evidence  that  ''townsmen'*  were 
appointed  with  discretionary  powers  of  governing.  There  was  no 
need  of  selectmen,  with  the  whole  body  of  the  freemen  regularly  in 
session  once  a  month  for  the  transaction  of  business. 


CHAPTER    II. 

ir);)8-U)39. 

William  Pynchon  and  the  Indian.  —  Captain  Mason,  ot*  Connecticut.  —  Pyuchon  and 
Mason  conti-asted  —  Origin  of  the  Cliarjres  a«jrainst  Mr.  Pynchon.  —  Corn  Contract*^ 
with  the  Indians  and  the  Connecticut.  —  Captain  Mason  visits  Ag'awam  (Spria;» field). 
—  Healed  Dispute  hetween  ^lascui  and  Pynchon.  —  Mason's  Hasty  Return  to  Con- 
necticut. —  Mr.  Pynchon  summoned  to  Ilartfortl,  and  chai*ged  with  speculating  in 
Corn.  —  His  Trial  and  Conviction.  —  Star\'ing  Condition  of  the  Ajrawam  Inhab- 
itants.—  Captain  Mason  authorized  to  trade  with  the  Massachusetts  Indians.  —  Mr. 
William  Pynciion's  "  Apolojry." 

During  the  first  three  yetirs  of  the  Agawam's  plantation  exist- 
ence William  Pynchon  was  a  great  traveller,  both  in  this  valley  and 
the  Bay  country,  and  his  impressive  figure  and  strange  garb  became 
a  familiar  sight  to  the  Indians.  This  stern  horseman  riding  down  a 
forest  bridle-path,  attende<l  by  a  mounted  servant,  became  to  the 
Indians  the  impei-sonatiou  of  justice. 

There  was  another  horseman  in  this  vallev  farther  down  the  river, 
whose  faith  in  the  Indian  was  rooted  to  his  sword-hilt.  Him  the 
Indians  feared.  The  reverence  of  one  and  the  fear  of  the  other  in 
the  savage  mind  deepened  as  time  wore  on.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Captain  John  Mason  and  the  William  Pynchon  conception 
of  the  Indian  character,  except  so  far  as  it  aids  us  in  gaining  the 
secret  of  the  Pynchon  hold  upon  the  natives.  — a  liold  that  outlived 
that  age,  and  forms  an  imi)ortanl  part  of  the  primitive  history  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  Pynchon  and  the  Mason  policy  toward  the 
Indian  conflicted  at  all  points.  While  neither  had  a  high  opinion 
of  the  Indian,  the  founder  of  Springfield  persisted  in  taking  hold 
of  those  ethical  elements  that  are  implanted  in  human  nature  even  in 
the  rough  ;  but  the  Connecticut  man  was  continually  crushing  through 
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the  uative  (•onceptioii  of  justice  and  <raiiimg  his  ends  as  with  a  cleaver. 
We  do  not  deny  certain  extenuating  circurastances  favoring  Captain 
Mason's  policy  of  force,  nor  begrudge  him  one  spark  of  that  grim 
prestige  that  borrows  its  radiance  from  the  burning  Pe(piot  fort  and 
its  njeniorable  holocaust :  but  we  simply  marvel  that  Mason  and 
Hooker  and  Stone  and  the  rest  should  have  been  unable  to  under- 
stand the  motives  and  the  spirit  of  William  Pynchon  in  his  dealings 
with  the  Indians.  No  historian  has  fully  investigated  this  interesting 
chapter  of  New  England,  nor  attemi)ted  to  state  even  vaguely  the 
merits  of  Pynchon's  falling  out  with  the  Hartford  government.  It 
has  been  too  readily  and  quite  unjustly  assumed  that  he  was  a 
money-maker,  and  that  Connecticut  rebuked  him  accordingly. 
•*  How  can  you  explain  away  the  refusal  of  your  ancestor  to  sup})ly 
Hartford  with  corn  ?"  asks  an  historian  of  our  day  of  a  contempo- 
rary Pynchon.  During  our  quarter-millennial  celebration  of  May, 
l'^^'^  a  Connecticut  newspaper  took  occasion  to  remark  :  — 

Mr.  pynchon  wa«  the  tirst  monopolist  of  tlii.s  vicinity.  As  far  back  a.s  HJHS 
ne  Was  given  the  sole  right  to  trade  in  corn  with  the  IniHans.  on  condition  of  his 
supplying  our  [Connecticut]  colony  witli  a  certain  amount  at  a  fixed  price.  We 
"*^'^  no  notion  of  raking  up  old  sores  with  Springfield  at  this  late  day  ;  but  it  is 
*  *a<l  fact  that  Mr.  Pynchon  was  not  very  careful  to  '•  promote  the  publique 
gooil."  Human  nature  in  all  ages  seems  to  find  it  pretty  hard  to  resist  the  op- 
P^ftunity  to  abuse  such  privileges. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  reading  of  the  meagre  references  in 
^^  histories  to  the  charge  brought  against  Mr.  Pynchon  of  specu- 
lating on  the  necessities  of  the  river  towns  might  lead  to  the 
^"ondusions  above  quoted ;  but  the  Connecticut  editor  is  wrong  in 
*^^iy  particular  of  his  charge.  William  Pynchon  did  not  hold  a 
^^>no}K)ly  of  the  corn  trade  for  Connecticut ;  the  price  was  not  fixed  ; 
^^  did  not  abuse  his  privileges.  The  controversy  is  very  nuich  in- 
^'<>lved,  but  as  there  has  never  appeared,  to  oiu-  knowledge,  a  complete 
statement  in  print,  a  good  deal  of  time   has  been   spent  in  gathering 
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the  material  togotluT  with  thi*  hope  that  it  will  till  a  jraj)  in  the  annals 
of  western  Massachusetts  and  vindicate  Pvnchon.  without  rellectinir 
upon  the  ieputati<»n  or  motives  of  the  Coiniecticut  leaders.  As  the 
controversy  is  full  of  bitter  personalities,  that  even  outlived  the  lives 
of  the  actors,  it  is  simply  the  part  of  candor  to  say  that  the  opiniou 
in  New  Knjrhmd  tw(»  hundred  and  lifty  years  a<ro  among  the  ablest 
men  was  that  a  stronir  :irni  would  do  more  in  a  day  with  the  savaire 
than  a  vear  of  lovinir-kindness  and  tender  mercv.  Mr.  Pvnchon  did 
not  so  l»elieve.  and  hence  the  contlict  between  Springfield  and  Hart- 
ford. He  never  designedly  violated  the  Indian's  notion  of  right  and 
wrong,  but  when  he  made  a  l)argain  with  the  Indhms,  he  even 
suffered   ravher  than  ]»reak   it,  or  allow  it   to  be  broken. 

The  (juestion  of  securing  corn  for  the  towns  after  the  PtMjuot 
war  came  up  at  Hartford  during  the  February  session  of  ir>;js:  Mr. 
Pvnchon  was  not  present.  If  each  man  hacl  lieen  allowed  to  ti*ade 
with  the  Indians  at  will,  the  price  wouhl  naturally  have  l)eeu  ad- 
vanced.    The  court,  therefore,  ordered  that  — 


Not'  inaTi  in  tlii«.  KiviT  luir  A^jivani  >liall  \n>v  iipp  Hirer  aiiioii«;e  tho  Iiuliaii:* 
t»r  at  Iioriu'  thi-in-  h«m«ii"s  to  tra«le  for  ('oriK*  nr  inaki*  any  Contract  or  har»raint' 
anionjit'  t]u*ni  for  j'ornr  ritluT  ]>nvatt*]y  or  pubruiiicly  npimn  tlit*  paine  of  .">s.  for 
ovfrv  lMi>hfII  tliat  \\vv  or  thw  shall  >oi*  trade. 


At  this  coint  Aguwatn  was  assessed  i*«S(;  \k\s.  for  the  Pequot  war 
expenses,  and  .lehu  lUirr  was  appointed  collector  at  Agawani.  It  is 
not  known  whv  ^Ir.  Pvnchon  remained  awav  from  the  February  meet- 

ft  •  %  • 

inir  of  the  General  Coiu't.  He  had  a  written  contract  with  the  Airawani 
Indian^  to  furnish  him  <bning  the  spring  live  hundred  bushels  of  corn, 
^larch  4  was  t!u  lirst  day  for  the  i»aymenl  of  an  instalment  of  grain. 
The  Indians  did  not  keep  tlieir  word,  and  Mr.  Pvnchon  went  down 
the  river  three  days  later,  feelinir  verv  minii  eoncerned  al)out  it. 
Th«*  comt  opened  on  the  xxh  oi  March.  After  some  <piestions  put 
to  Mr.    Pvnchon   and    Mr.    Plumb    (both   members   of    the  General 
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C  oiirt)  about  sundry  punislnneiits  intlictotl  upon  Indians  in  their 
rapacity  as  nia<iist rates,  tho  rcjrulation  of  tho  corn  trade  came  up, 
and  this  vote  was  passed  :  — 

It  is  onliTiMl  with  tlu'  consiMit  of  Mr.  Pinclieon  tluit  tlu*  saide  Mr.  Pvnchoon 

"will  «lelivi»r  att  Ilartffonli*  jr«><)(h^  Marchaiitaljle  Indian  Cornt'  att  .'is.  j)^  huslioll  a« 

farr  as  ."iiKJ  biishells  will  «;<>('  at.  if  lice  can  save  h\  that,  for  the  residue  lice  is 

to  have  .*»s.  2d.  p*"  hushell.  provided  als<»  that  that  proporcon  that  Windsor  is  to 

have  shal  he  landed  tliere  at  Mr.  Ludlowes,  for  that  proporcon  that   Wethers- 

fe\M  ii»  lo  have  thev  are  to  it  att  Harteford.     In  considercon  where  of  ther  is  a 

t'onstrainte  of  any  to  go  upp  tlie  Kiver  to  trade  with  the  Indians  for  Come;  as 

uImk'.  if  any  Indians  hrinj^  downe  any  Come  to  us  wee  are  not  to  exceede  4s  j)"* 

lni!.licll:  as  alsoe  in  case  oi  nece-ssitv  that  anv  faniilv  or  familves  d<»e  couiplaino 

'»f  l»ri"si'nt  iM'cessities  they  are  to  repaire  to  W  maj^istrates  which  may  advise  them 

for  liie  )«upj>ly.  although  it  be  to  the  dis]>ensing  t>f  this  oriU'r;   jirovided  also  that 

'*  tlu*  >aid  Mr  I*incluM»n  bee  infor(;ed  to  raise  the  price  with  tiie  Indians  of  sixe 

>ixis  of  Wouipom  a  pecke,  tiien  tlie  plantacon.;  are  to  increase  the  pay  of  ."js  j>'" 

"iishfU:  if  lie  can  abate  anything  hee  will  sette  <>f  soe  luuch  t)f  .'»s  \>^  hushell. 

Tliis  **  Mr.  Ludlowe  "  was  Roger  Ludlow,  who  had  transaetions 
with  Mr.  Pynchou,  as  appears  from  this  letter  to  William  Pyuehon, 
^hited  May  17,  \(VM  :  — 

tor  your  <lebt  I  am  soli(!itous  of,  and  I  think  the  long  before  now  I  was  never 
'l^'Tn^unU'd  twice  in  my  life,  neitljcr  should  this,  I  hope,  if  not  for  the  wars  that  I 
♦linuut  go  into  the  Bay  to  settle  business  to  i)ay  your  debt  which  is  the  greatest 
1  "*e  in  the  world.     Therefore  pray,  sir,  have  patience. 

^n  this  General  C'om-t  order  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Pynehon 
was  the  eolony  agent  to  buy  corn  with  discretion  as  to  i)riee 
ovtT  what  the  eolony  expected  to  pay.  Pynchou  woidd  gain  nolh- 
'ng  by  au  increase  of  the  price.  He  receivtid  his  order  to  trade  on 
^"^  ^th  of  .March,  and  he  returned  to  Agawam  upon  the  11th. 
^^ii't'i' days  later  (14th)  he  despatched  a  messenger  lo  Mr.  Ludlow, 
nnoruiiuo;  him  that  corn  was  very  scarce.  .Mr.  Ludlow's  reply  did 
not  contain  any  reflection  upon  Mr.  Pynchou.  The  Coiniecticut  rec- 
ords are  yery  imperfect,  the  dates  of  some  of   the  orders  of  the  Cien- 
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eral  Court  even  }>eiiig  omitted.  The  following?  vote  at  Hartford,  it 
may  be  presumed,  was  takeu  after  Mr.  Pviiclion's  messenger  arrived 
there :  — 

Whereas,  it  wa«  onlered  octo  die  (Marcii)  last  that  there  shuiild  he  a  ro- 
strainte  of  tradinjfe  for  Come  in  reganh»  of  some  ....  with  Mr.  I'iucheou  to 
supply  the  plaiitacons.  upi)oii  eonsideracon  of  Mr.  Pinelieons  that  hee  \^  some- 
what feareful  of  .supplying  the  plantaeon.^.  and  whereas  there  is  a  Clause  in  ease 
of  necessity  '^  magistrates  may  dispenee  with  the  order.  It  is  therefore  ordered 
that  Mr.  Ludlowe  and  Captaine  Mason  or  either  of  them,  taking  likewi.*?e  sueh 
with  them  as  sliallH'  meete.  shall  trade  to  supply  theire  owne  nece.ssities  and  the 
necessities  of  some  other  that  are  ui  wante. 

This  order  niav  have  been  dated  March  ir>,  U538.  At  any  nite. 
Captain  Mason  called  upon  William  Pynclion  at  his  Agawam  lumie, 
^Mareli  21.  He  had  with  him  some  armed  ti*oopers  and  a  Nonotuck 
(Northampton)  Indian.  The  meeting  of  these  two  notable  men  is 
nowhere  spoken  of  in  the  hi.stories,  but  it  is  impossilile  to  understand 
the  events  that  followed  without  knowing  wiiat  iiappened  at  that 
time.  Captain  Ma.son's  exploits  in  the  Pecpiot  war  were  heralded 
abroad,  and  this  reputation  nmst  have  ])een  a  source  of  per.sonal 
jrratification  to  him  as  a  militarv  connnander.  He  had  lieen  an  Ensr- 
lish  soldier  in  the  Netherlands,  and  may  have  known  Pvnchon  at 
Dorchester,  where  they  lK)th  iiad  tirst  settled  in  New  Kngland.  Ma.son 
from  the  start  had  had  a  contempt  of  the  Indian  as  a  tigbting 
animal. 

William  Pvnchon,  upon  the  other  hand,  was  a  student  and  law- 
yer, and  a  man  who  l,elieved  that  only  through  a  primitive  code  of 
ethics  could  amicable  relations  subsist  l)etween  the  English  and  the 
red  man.  We  do  not^need  the  testimony  of  dingy  manuscripts  to  l>e 
told  that  ^lason  and  Pvnchon  could  not  agree  about  the  Indian. 

When  Captain  Mason  iiad  entered  Mr.  PynchoiTs  house. — the 
small  one  that  gave  way  twenty- two  years  later  to  the  famous 
Pynchon  garrison-house. — the  sohlier  from  Hartford  .^aid  :  — 
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I  am  com  to  traiU»  koiiic  come  with  the  IndiHiis,  and  I  liavo  tra<le«l  some  at 
Woronoco  [WeKtfiehl],  atitl  I  had  piirposeil  to  have  you  to  Naiiotaek,  hut  1  iiiett 
with  one  of  Xaiiotaek,  here  at  Aj^aani.  ami  1  woiihl  have  traded  Mome  eoriie  with 
him  yester  night,  hut  he  saith  he  (hired  not  without  y""  leave,  for  saide  he,  he  is 
afraid  of  you,  as  alsoe  are  the  Indians  on  the  Riverside,  for  say  they,  you  re- 
quire sii  peeces  of  eloth  of  them,  whereas  they  were  hut  two  whole  pieces 
"tolen,  ami  thirteen  coates,  hut  1  told  him  that  I  thought  you  were  not  angry  and 
that  you  neyther  could,  nor  would  have  hurte  to  them.  But  I  pray,  tell  this 
Iiulian  of  Nannotak  that  you  will  not  be  angry  with  him,  if  he  trade  come  downe 
the  river. 

Mr.  PyDchon  said  at  once  that  he  knew  no  reason  why  the 
Nonotnck  Indian  shonld  fear  him.  He  then  |)roposed  that  the 
rest  of  the  conference  l>e  carried  on  apart,  as  it  would  not  do  to 
let  the  Indians  realize  the  extent  of  the  Enjrlish  distress  for  food. 

'' I  care  not  who  knows  them,"  said  Mason;  ))ut  Mr.  Pvnchou 
onlered  his  trader,  Kichard  Everett  (wlio,  by  the  way,  ))elonged 
to  the  family  of  Edward  Everett),  to  open  the  tradin*r-house 
'loor.  and  the  party  repaired  there.  There  were  at  the  tradinjr- 
hou.se  Captaui  Mason  and  an  associate,  Thomas  Dewey,  and  Mr. 
l*ynehon,  with  his  trader.  ''  Sir,''  contiinied  Mason,  '*  I  have 
hrought  up  scnne  cloth  and  wampam,  to  trade  some  corne  with 
the  Indians :  iS:  I  desire  vou  to  deal  with  them  for  us,  &  to 
^inde  them  to  a  hargaine  to  l)rin»i;  it  down." 

I'o  this  Mr.  Pynchon  replied,  that  that  was  not  the  way  to  bind 

tli^  Indians  to  a  bargain,  as    they  would    break    their    [)romise    if 

they  were    paid    in    advance.   *'  whereupon    som    anger    might    fol- 

1*'^%  and  tlien  if  I  had  a  hand  in  it,  they  may  beare  me  a  grudge  ; 

i^r  1  fejue   their  treacherous    dealinge,  we    l>eing    remote,   &    but 

^^aker:  therefore    I    will    neither    make    nor    meddle    to    binde    v'" 

t*>  u  liargaine.      Uut    I   will  do  this.       I    will    proi)ound    a    rate    of 
it    ' 
sixes  to  carry  <lowne  their  corne,  and  <>  sixes  to  bringe  it  to  my 

"Ouse.  and  propound  a  free  trade,  and  give  them  choice  as  before  I 

^ave  declared." 

The  Captain  Hew  into  a  "  greate  passion,"  and  exclaimed  :  ''  What 
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hurt  can  it  be  to  you  ?  I  pra\'.  Sir,  lot  me  know  what  hurt  can  it  Ik 
to  you,  for  it  is  a  dark  riddle  to  me/' 

Parson  Moxon,  who  had  l)een  sent  for,  arrived  at  the  trading- 
house  at  this  juncture.  Mr.  Pynchon  explained  the  situation,  and 
added  that  Mason  had  given  the  Woronoi-o  Indians  wampum  in  ad- 
vance, and  would  have  done  the  same  at  Xonotuck  if  Pvnchon  had 
not  objected.  Tiu*  parties  wore  testing  Captain  Mason's  corn-l^ 
when  Ilonry  Smith  arrived  at  tlie  trading- house,  an<l  the  discussion 
was  renewed. 

Then  said  Mr.  Moxon  :  •'  An  Indian  promise  is  noe  more  than  to 
have  a  pigg  by  the  taile.'*  This,  by  the  way.  is  the  fii-st  quotatioD 
extant  of  anything  Moxon  ha<l  ever  sai<l.  Mr.  Smith's  opinion  as) 
to  advanced  payments  in  buying  corn  was  in  the  same  vein.  He 
said  :  — 

Tluit  is  the  rather  to  drive  them  from  us.  and  the  wtirst  vay  to  jret  n  supply 
of  Coriie:  a.s  wt*  have  had  hite  exiKrieiiee  ahoiit  the  debt  thev  owe  M^  Pinehon: 
for  tliev  kept  away  from  us.  niu\  would  not  come  at  us  because  they  were  held 
to  their  promise.  Tlius,  therefore  will  they  deale  with  him  as  they  Imve  with 
>P.  Piuehon.  and  afterwanls  sav  (bv  Mav  of  exeuse)  that  thev  were  fool*  not 
knowing  what  they  did. 

Captain  Mason  at  last  "  l»eganne  to  barken  to  ^P.  Pinchon's  mo- 
tion of  free-tia<le.  (viz.)  six  sixes  a  pecke  at  his  house,  and  eight 
sixes  to  carry  it  downe."  and  Pinchon  promised  to  aid  him  as 
best  he  could,  he  having  nlready  made  the  same  pi-ojwsition  to  the 
Indians  before  (  nptain  Mason  arrived. 

•'  Whv  di<l  v(»u  not  sav  this  at  lirst?"  asked  Mason.  "This  is  all 
I  <lesire  of  von." 

Theroupon  the  Xonotuck  Indian,  who  was  loitering  alK.)ut,  was 
called  up.  Captain  ^lasoii  appearing  to  be  ct>nvince<l  that  Mr.  Pyn- 
<-hon*s  wav  was  the  lietttr.  Mr.  I'vnchon  ad<bessed  the  up-river 
Indian,  telling  of  "a  sachem,  one  Captaine  Mason,  that  desired  to 
tra<le  corne,"   that    *•  it    was  much  minnett  to  give  free-trade.''  and 
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that  lie  \voiil<l  give  six  sixes  a  peek  for  corn  delivered  at  Agawam, 
or  eight  sixes  delivereil  at  Hartford.  Ihit  the  Indian  |)roteste<l  that 
their  corn  was  niueli  of  it  mined  by  the  snow,  and  that  the  river  was 
too  high  to  transjM^rt  any  to  Ilaitford.  Mason  admitted  that  tlie 
Indian  had  told  him  ail  this  the  night  before. 

The  i>oints  to  l»e  rememln^red  in  this  aeconnt  are  that  Mason's  i*e- 
(juest  to  Mr.  Pynchon,  to  remove  the  fear  of  the  Indian  to  trade,  was 
while  thev  were  in  the  dwelling-honse,  l>iit  that  Mr.  Pvnchon's  re- 
mark  that  he  would  neither  "  umke  nor  mt^ihlh'  "  was  while  thev  were 
at  the  trading- house,  and  was  in  response  to  Mason's  request  that 
Pynehon  should  aid  him  in  making  a  bargain  contrary  to  P^-nchon's 
habit  in  dealing  with  the  In<lians.  This  point  was  brought  into  dis- 
pute later. 

^Ir.  Pynchon  hnd  previously  given  six  sixes  a  peck  for  corn,  as  the 
Connecticut  (General  Court  knew,  and  therefore  it  was  evident  that 
in  the  stress  under  which  the  Knglish  were,  the  Indians  attempt<?d  to 
get  more.  And  l)esides,  the  Indians  ha<l  received  eight  sixes  the  year 
before.  This  price,  then,  seemed  reasonable :  and  if  corn  went  up, 
it  went  up  on  the  issue  of  supply  and  demand,  which  holds  go<j<l  in  all 
countries  and  times.  In  speaking  of  the  trouble  in  persuading  the 
Indians  to  trade  after  Pynchon's  commission  from  the  (teneral  Court, 
Mr.  Pynchon  wrote  subsequently  :  — 

I  alsoe  p'^esentcd  to  them  dayly  Ijoth  doth  and  wamimni  of  the  hest  for  come, 
if  thoy  w  oukl  hring  any  to  trade :  hut  still  they  put  it  off  hy  excuses,  on  purpose 
to  make  me  raiwe  the  price,  and  indeed  it  would  weary  any  to  se  what  subtill 
pleaiding»  they  nave  dayly  useil  for  this  purpose:  as  Mr.  Moxoii  and  Mr.  Smith 
liave  plentifull  exi»erience. 

But  now  as  to  the  upshot  of  the  Mason-Pynchon  interview  upon 
the  21st  of  March,  IfiOH.  They  separated  in  anything  but  a  cordial 
spirit.  Captain  Vinson  was  very  much  displeased,  and  took  an 
abrupt  departure.  Three  days  later  the  Connecticut  (General  Court 
issued  an  order  for  Mr.  Pynchon's  presence  at  the  next  session.  A 
regular  trial  followed  uik)u  very  serious  charges.    Tiie  (ieneral  Court 
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of  C'ouuecticiit,  at  that  tiiiu*,  was  not  a  well-defined  iKxly.  It  was 
during  the  transition  from  a  provisional  to  a  constitntional  existence. 
The  court  consisted  of  nia<fistrates,  assistants  or  connnissioners,  and 
town  eoinmittees  or  depnties.  (omniissioners  were  jit  once  assigned 
to  hear  the  case,  and  the  fonnder  of  Springfield,  with  several  wit- 
nesses and  Hev.  (ieorge  Moxon  as  his  connsel,  }>ut  in  a  fnll  defence. 
Mr.  Pyiichou  was  <«onipletely  taken  aback  at  Ihe  spirit  and  extent  of 
thechai'ges.  It  was  an  indictment  of  his  very  maniiood.  He  was 
represented  as  one  who  had  actnally  traded  on  the  extremities  and 
privations  of  the  h)wer  towns.  These  charges  were,  in  brief,  (1)  that 
he  hatl  deliberately  raised  the  price  of  corn  as  between  him  and 
Connecticut,  and  was  holding  the  Indians  to  their  l)argains,  all  to  his 
private  gain  ;  that  (2)  he  refnsed  to  lend  a  canoe  to  a  Woronoco 
Indian,  who  was  under  contract  with  Captain  Mason  to  take  corn 
down  the  river ;  that  (»>)  he  kept  the  Agawam,  Woronoco,  and 
Nonotuck  Indians  under  al>ject  fear  of  him,  that  he  might  be  con- 
sidered the  great  English  sachem  of  the  Connecticut  valley:  and, 
finally,  that  (4)  he  induced  certain  Mohawk  runners  to  sell  him  some 
Waver  skins,  which  were  sent  b}'  ^Mohawk  chiefs  to  the  Connecticut 
authorities  as  i)resents  and  assurances  of  good-will. 

As  to  the  great  and  overshadowing  charge  of  dishonorable  and  un- 
heeoming  speculation,  it  will  be  well  to  note  more  particularly  the 
t^ondition  of  Agawam  in  the  spring  of  in;^8.  The  five  hundred 
hushels  that  Mr.  Pvnchon  had  contracU*d  for  with  the  Indians  was 
not  ahove  Agawam's  demands,  and  therefore  there  was  no  chance 
^0  8i)eculate.  In  an  ai'gument,  written  out  after  the  trial,  Mr. 
Pvnchon  said  that  very  little  would  be  left  after  he,  Mr.  ^loxon, 
Sniith,  and  others  on  the  street  had  been  supplied.  And,  moreover, 
the  distress  at  Agawam  was  as  great  as  it  was  down  the  river.  Wit- 
0^88  this  testimony  of  William  Pynchon  :  — 

Inregird  to  the  great  straits  the  whole  population  was  in,  both  of  persons  & 
ctttle,  for  2  or  3  months  together  :  The  wants  of  the  JMantatiou  were  such,  that 
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soiii  wore  forced  to  jjivo  malt  to  pig^s  to  save  their  livei«,  and  those  tlmt  had 
som  English  nieaU*.  &  would  have  kept  it,  Mere  faine  to  speml  it  for  want  of 
come,  &  to  give  som  of  It  also  to  preserve  the  life  of  swine.  &  i)  or  4  were 
in  Consultation  to  leave  the  Plantation  for  a  while,  to  earne  their  hread  else- 
where, till  come  might  he  had  heere.  Some  Weonicn  gave  their  iHiultry  and 
swine  <livers  times  Knglish  graine.  inten<led  only  for  seed.  &  the  innirer  sort 
professed  that  they  desired  the  price  might  he  raised,  that  they  might  hav  c«»rne. 
^  they  professetl  it  would  he  iioe  hurden  to  them  soe  they  might  have  it  at  any 
reaMinahle  i»rice. — yea.  though  it  were  at  <5  shillings  a  hushell.  Mr.  Pinchons 
wants  were  often  soe  great,  that  divers  times  he  hath  not  had  half  a  hushell  of 
•orne  in  his  luMi>e  f<»r  his  familv  &  cattell,  &  when  a  Hushell  or  lesse  hath 
hen  hrought  in  to  trade,  he  hath  as  much  prized  (umI's  mercy  &  providence 
therein,  and  hen  as  glad  of  it.  as  at  other  times  of  20  Bushells.  &  the  truth  is 
that  all  the  while  the  Indians  were  willing  enough  to  trade,  if  they  might 
have  had  their  price  amended.  Hut  they  would  not  hecause  Mr.  Pinchon  refuse<l 
to  give  them  the  price  they  asked,  and  as  they  hav  the  years  heft>re  tS:  If  I  say  1 
did  chiefly  forheare  for  the  puhlike  good,  I  iy  not :  my  conscience  hefore  Cioii 
beares  me  witnesse.  Yea.  though  my  family  dul  <layly  urge  me  to  raise  the 
price,  partlv  in  mercv  to  mv  Cattle.  &  partlv  to  save  their  lives,  thev  <lavlv  told 
me  that  I  had  lost  some  cattle  alreadv.  ami  I  was  sliuri'  to  loose  more  if  some 
ct)urse  was  not  taken  to  get  them  come.  &  I  found  their  wt)rd  true  to  my  Cost. 
Alsoe.  my  wife,  walking  more  amongst  my  Cattle  than  I  did,  professed  y*  It  \vas 
her  clayly  grief  to  see  them  in  that  poore  starveing  condition  for  the  want  of 
corne.  an<l  did  dayly  urge  me  to  raise  the  price  (in  pitty  to  the  Cattell),  whatever 
it  might  cost.  Yea,  at  that  tinu*.  1  wrote  the  letter  for  a<)vice  about  riseing  the 
j>rice.  my  family,  cattle.  &  Xighbors.  had  spent  <mr  former  supply.  &  I  then  was 
hopelesse  for  the  ."iJMj  Hushells.  And  whereas,  I  deiH'iuled  on  the  jKiyment  of 
that  before,  now  my  hopes  were  like  to  a  spider's  webh.  Therefore  I  wrote  for 
counsell.  what  course  I  should  take  with  tluise  Indians.  ...  I  negleete<I 
myiie  owne  cattle.  &  family,  &  suffered  that  loss  w*^-'  mought  have  been  holi)eii 
by  (rod's  blessing. 

As  for  the  trial  })efore  the  couniussioncrs,  under  order  of  the  Cou- 
neetieut  General  Court,  Mr.  Pvnchou  was  surprised  to  tiiid  that  the 
principal  witnesses,  l)esides  Captain  Mason  him.self,  were  the  very 
Agawam  Indians  with  whom  he  had  negotiated  for  the  five  hun- 
dred   bushels  of   corn.      Mr.    Pvnchon  inijxht  well    have  felt  great 
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conceru  when  he  h>oke(l  upon  thesi*  natives,  for  they  were  only 
too  anxious  to  do  anythintr  to  be  relieved  of  tlieir  bar<j!:ain  with 
biin. 

The  chief  accusation  in  reference  to  the  natives  was  that  Mr.  Pyn- 
chou  kept  them  in  continual  fear,  and  the  connnissioners,  in  order  to 
test  the  matter,  did  what  Mason  had  asked  Pynchon  to  do  at  Aga- 
wam,— desired  verbal  assurances  tliat  he  was  not  angry  with  the 
ludians.  Pynchon,  seeiujr  that  such  a  declaration  bv  him  might  be 
interpreted  by  the  Indians  as  a  release  from  their  bargain,  which  they 
had  failed  to  keep,  objected  so  to  do  until  the  del>t  had  been  fully 
reatlirmed.  After  some  delay,  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the  com- 
missioners to  the  (reueral  Court,  and  the  point  argued,  as  would 
api)ear,  by  Mr.  Talcott,  a  member  of  the  lower  house.  The  court 
sustained  Mr.  Pynchon's  appeal,  l)ut  the  commissioner  who  was  push- 
iug  the  matter  was  offended  at  this  episode,  and,  as  Mr.  Pynchon 
subsequently  said,  repressed  his  feelings  ''  with  an  hy  offended  spirit, 
^  to  the  changing  of  the  forme  of  his  visage."  After  it  had  been 
explained  to  the  Indians  that  the  five  hundred  bushels  nnist  be  paid, 
^Ir.  Pynchon  expressed  his  good-will  and  cordial  feeling  to  the 
knot  of  (Insky  savages. 

The  next  point  involving  the  Indians  taken  up  by  the  commission- 
ers was  the  charge  that  Mr.  Pynchon  bought  of  Mohawk  runners 
t)eaver  intended  as  presents  to  the  authorities  at  Hartford,  or,  to  use 
t'ie  ancient  words  of  the  charge,  ''  the  English  Sachims  in  the 
"iver."  Mr.  Ilavnes  had  reminded  Mr.  Pynchon  that  the  intended 
"i^ts  had  been  spoken  of  to  him,  and  this  was  made  to  appear  as  an 
iigjjravation  of  Mr.  Pynchon's  offence.  We  give  Mr.  Pynchon's 
defence  upon  this  point  in  full,  as  it  is  an  interesting  statement,  inde- 
P^iident  of  its  innnediate  connection  :  — 

M^  Piiichon  answers  that  when  M^.  Havnes  first  told  him  uf  it  that  he 
'louhtetl  it  was  but  tlie  jji^'eing  of  the  telling  of  such  a  thinj^  as  their  dayly  prac- 
ticf  in,  for  any  advantas^c  of  gayne.     He  (MHdtl  luit  Iniajjin  that  it  was  ronie  as 
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gift,  because  they  ineutioued  iioe  such  thuig.  but  caleil  for  traile.  Besiiles  it  w 
their  ordeimry  time  in  the  time  of  snow  in  the  beginning  of  Winter  Xo  traile  their 
sklnns  v^  a  greate  parte  of  this  was  such  skinns  and  not  titt  for  a  gift  to  grate 
Sacbims.  I  was  not  at  home  when  they  came,  &  tliey  were  in  trade  lH.*fore  I 
came  home.  I  rei>eat  that  a  gift  sent  to  greate  Sacliims  sliould  be  offeretl,  &  to 
begg  it,  is  not  honorabU*.  He  that  lohl  this  to  M*".  Haynes  was  one  of  them  that 
brought  the  7  Sacbims  locks.  &  tlien  lie  wjis  first  at  my  house,  &  there  was  alsoe  M^ 
Ludlow.  &  they  had  an  Interpretter.  ami  all  that  they  then  said  was  this  that  the 
Mohawks  did  nmch  love  the  English :  and  would  l>e  in  friendshipp  with  theiu.  i. 
destroy  all  Pequotts  that  came  in  their  way,  but  mentioned  noe  such  gift  at  all. 
neither  could  they  in  likelyhood  ex|>ect  such  a  thing  from  the  Mowhake  Sachims, 
because  these  Pecjuott  Sachims  were  killed  2  days  journey  on  this  side  the 
Mowhakes  at  Paquiaiiy.  and  it  was  but  3  days  past  that  they  were  killed.  &  for 
them  to  go  to  their  Sachims  2  <lays.  &  bring  such  a  Message,  &  then  you  must 
ad  4  (lays  more  to  come  hither.  <loth  much  overgoe  that  time  of  3  days, 
wherein  they  killetl  these  Pequotts.  v<:  indeed  they  were  chiefly  Mohegans  that  did 
the  act.  &  the  Mowhaks  had  the  lea.st  hand  in  it.  &  had  but  the  least  part  of  the 
prey,  &  therefor  it  is  most  likely,  that  their  bever  promised,  was  but  as  their  or- 
denary  manner  is,  when  they  would  get  anything,  to  give  the  telling  of  some 
pleasing  thing. 

It  will  not  pass  unnoticed  that  in  order  to  make  a  ease  out  against 
Pynchon  they  had  gone  haek  seven  or  tnght  months  and  taken  up  a 
matter  utterly  foreign  to  the  case,  except  as  it  was  an  assault  upon 
Mr.  Pynchon's  general  character.  But  his  accusers  tlid  more  :  they 
u.sed  hearsay  evidence,  picked  up  on  Agawani  street.  '*  I  am  ready 
to  take  an  oath  of  the  Lord  hereto,"  writes  Mr.  Pvnchon,  in  his 
'*  Aix)logy/' in  reference  to  the  charge  of  money-making,  "and  in 
cases  as  materiall  as  this,  where  there  is  but  onlv  surmises,  and  noe 
proofe,  can  be  had,  an  oath  of  the  Lord,  must  determine  the  cause. 
Exodus,  22.   10.  11." 

But  we  will  not  liuirer  over  the  <letails  of  this  trial.  Finallv. 
the  commissionei-s,  having  heard  Mason,  the  Indians,  and  the  rest, 
called  in  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  Uev.  Samuel  Stone  as  t»xperts  u|x>n 
the  ethical  question  of  Mr.  Pynchon's  conduct.  They  lH>th  said  most 
emphatically  that  Pynchon  had  brf>ken  his  oath.      Mr.  Pvnchon  rose 
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and  explained  his  mode  of  barjj:aining  with  the  Indians  without  ad- 
vancing wampum,  as  Mason  did  at  Woronoco,  claiming  that  "•  8  sixes 
dovne  &  6  sixes  to  his  house  was  an  equall  proi)ortion  to  alure  them." 
3Ir.  Hooker  replied  that  "  that  offer  was  as  good  as  nothing,  for  Mr. 
Pynchon  knew^  that  the  Indians  being  afrayd  of  him,  would  not 
bring  downe  any  corne,  but  that  he  should  have  all  the  trade  to  him- 
self e,  &  have  all  the  eorne  in  his  own  hands,  and  bring  all  that  water 
to  bis  own  mill,  and  so  rack  the  country  at  his  pleasure." 

This  extraordinary  conclusion  took  Mr.  Pynchon  completely 
aback.  To  be  accused  by  a  warrior  like  Captain  Mason  mattered 
little,  for  a  soldier's  ways  are  professionally  stiff ;  but  to  be  con- 
demned by  the  famous  ministers,  Hooker  and  Stone,  Avas  quite  an- 
other thinor.  One  can  well  understand  the  words  of  the  Pvnchon 
*' Apology":  '*  To  this  Mr.  Pynchon  was  silent,  bemg  grieved  at 
such  an  hard  answer." 

The  commission  found  Mr.  Pynchon  guilty ;  and  they  showed  no 
little  prejudice,  even  construing  the  defendant's  appeal  to  the  court 
as  to  the  Indians  an  evidence  of  a  guilty  spirit. 

The  Pynchon  trial  and  conviction  were  i)robably  during  the  last 
^eek  in  March,  1638.  A  session  of  the  General  Court,  at  Hart- 
ford, was  held  April  5,  Mr.  Pynchon  still  sitting  in  the  upper  house, 
^nd  Moxon  and  Burr,  representing  Agawam,  in  the  lower  house,  or 
tbe '' town  committees,"  as  they  were  called.  Either  a  remarkable 
amount  of  business  was  gone  over  that  day,  or  the  clerk  neglected 
to  add  the  dates  of  the  vanous  orders  of  the  session.  Here  is  the 
order,  recorded  after  the  commission  in  the  Pynchon  case  had  re- 
ported:— 

"hereaa  there  was  some  complainte  made  against  \P.  Willm  Pincheon  of 
•Vpiram  for  that  as  was  conceived  &  uppon  p'^f*'  ai)p'"ed  he  was  not  so  carefull  to 
P''Bote  the  pubUque  gootl  in  the  trade  of  Corne  as  hee  was  bounde  to  doe.  It  is 
ordered  the  saide  \P.  Pincheoli  shall  w*''  all  convenient  speede  pay  as  a  fine  for 
nu  8oe  failings  40^*bushells  of  Indian  Corne  for  the  publicque  &  the  saide  Corne 
^"  he  deliv'ed  to  the  Treasurer  to  be  disposed  of  as  shallbe  thought  meete. 
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This  was  pretty  severe,  and  while  the  court  wjis  grraeious  enough 
lo  continue  to  give  Mr.  Pynchou  the  monopoly  of  the  beaver  traile 
at  Agawani,  this  fine  was  a  crushing  blow  to  Pyuchon's  influ- 
ence in  Connecticut  affairs.  The  Captain  Mason  theory  of  dealing 
with  the  Indians,  namely,  wampum  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in 
the  other,  inspired  the  following  onler,  also  passed  upon  this  same 
."ith  of  April  :  — 

It  ii»  onlered  that  there  shAn>e  sixe  sent  tu  Warranocke  Indians^  to  declare 
unto  them  that  wee*  have  a  desire  to  si>eak  with  them,  lo  knowe  the  reai<ous  wUy 
they  saide  they  are  affraide  of  us.  anil  if  they  will  not  come  to  us  wiUinjfly  then 
to  compell  them  to  conu'  by  violence,  ami  they  may  have  2  of  the  Enelijih  as 
pleailges  in  the  meane  time  and  to  tnuk*  with  them  for  corne  if  they  cjin.  It  is 
ordere<l  that  Captaine  Mason.  Thomas  Stanton.  Jeremy  Adams.  John  Gibhes. 
Searjeant  Starnes  and  Thomas  Merricke.  and  if  Thomas  Merricke  be  ^ohk-^  to 
Aggawam  then  Captaine  Mason  to  take  another  whom  he  please,  shall  gt>e  in  the 
saide  service ;  and  if  hee  see  cause  to  leave  hostages  hee  may :  if  hee  see  cause 
to  goe  to  Aggawam  he  may. 

The  court  ought  not  to  have  been  at  such  a  loss  to  ex])lain  the 
trepidation  of  the  Indians.  The  fear  admitted  in  the  al>ove  onler 
was  probably  traced  to  a  previous  commission  given  to  Captain  Mason 
to  "  go  to  Aagawam  and  treate  with  the  Indians  of  Waronocke  con- 
cerning the  tribute*  towanls  the  charges  of  o^  warres,  to  the  value  of 
one  fathamof  Wamix>m  a  man.  Nawattocke  a  fatham  and  a  quarter, 
Pacomtuckett  one  fatham  and  n  quarter." 

Here  is  a  question  of  nf>  small  moment.  What  right  had  the 
English  to  levy  a  war  tribute  iqx)n  the  native  tribes,  even  admitting 
(which  was  not  the  fact)  that  the  Indians  in  question  were  inside  the 
boundaries  of  their  jiuisdiction  ?  We  know  what  Mr.  Pynchon 
thought  uix>n  this  matter,  and  can  well  understand  why  he  was  not 
commissioned  to  collect  the  tribute.  He  woidd  have  refused,  as 
he  subsequently  refuse<l  to  cross  the  line  of  Indian  rights  when 
called  uix>n  so  tr>  do  by  the  Massachusetts  authorities.  And  it  may 
not  be  out  of  place  to  anticipate  events  enough  to  (piote  from  Mr. 
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Pynchon's  letter  addressed  to  Ciov.  John  Winthrop,  Boston,  and 
tlated  '•"  this  o  of  the  o™  1648."  Winthrop  and  four  rna«:istrates  had 
made  a  requisition  uix)n  Magistrate  Pynchon  for  the  surrender  of 
three  Indians  who  had  committed  nnirder  at  Quabaug  (Hrookfield) 
and  had  fled  to  Nonotuck  (Northampton).  The  Indian  apostle,  Eliot, 
had  also  been  induced  to  recommend  the  requisition,  and  to  follow  it 
up  with  another  letter  to  Mr.  Pynchon,  who  thus  replied  to  the  gov- 
ernor :  — 

But  if  thinges  ht*  well  examined :  I  apprehend  that  noether  the  nmrthere<l 
are  y""  subjects  nor  yet  y^  iniirtherers  within  y""  jurisdietion  &  I  j^rant  they  are  all 
within  y**  line  of  y*"  pattent,  but  yet  you  cannot  say  that  therefore  they  are  y""  sub- 
jeetJi  nor  yet  within  y  Jurisdiction  untill  they  have  fully  subje<*ted  themselves  to 
y""  government  (w*^'»  1  know  they  liave  not)  &  untill  you  have  bought  their  land : 
until  this  be  done  they  nmst  be  esteemed  as  an  IndeiK*ndent  free  people. 

This  was  lx)ld  enough  on  Mr.  Pynchon's  part,  but  it  was  a  doe- 
trine  upon  which  he  had  acted  for  twelve  years,  and  (to  return 
to  the  controversy  of  1638)  we  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  Mr. 
Pynchon  did  not  go  among  the  Indian  villages  collecting  wampum 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  tl^  Pequot  war. 

Mr.  Pynchon  was  present  April  ;"),  when  the  General  Court  fined 
him  the  forty  bushels  of  corn,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever 
again  attended  the  Hartford  court.  He  certainly  was  not  reelected 
on  the  January  following,  and  Agawam  was  not  included  in  the  Con- 
necticut constitution  adopted  January  14,  1639,  which  is  so  famous 
as  the  supposed  fii-st  written  constitution. 

But  the  break  from  Connecticut  was  not  precipitated  beyond  re- 
covery probably  until  another  very  disagreeable  chapter  had  been 
added  to  the  story  of  Connecticut  and  Agawam.  Mr.  Pynchon,  after 
his  couiiction,  hastily  prepared  his  *'  Apology,"  which  was  circulated 
among  the  valley  towns.  This  "  Apology  "  is  a  complete  defence 
against  dishonest  speculation,  written  in  strong  English,  with  occa- 
sional passages  of  graphic  relief,  and  is,  all  in  all,  an  invaluable  sur- 
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vival  of  seventeenth  century  comix)sition.  We  are  inclinetl  to  believe 
that  the  '•  Ai)ology  "  was  written  at  Hartfonl  because  the  court  author- 
ize<l  John  Ilaynes  and  Thomas  Welles  to  prepare  an  answer,  which 
they  (lid  in  a  eoininunication  dated  April  l^<.  This  also  is  too  inter- 
esting a  bit  of  eontrovei*sial  literature  to  omit,  and,  as  it  has  escaped 
the  notice  of  histonans,  extracts  are  here  given :  — 

Your  a]M)llogy  or  defenc  w«^  you  publi^heil  to  the  Wew  of  the  cantrj*  to  eleare 
your  self  and  to  condeniiie  the  proceeilings  of  the  Court.  a«  injurious  against  you. 
was  lately  presented  into  our  hands,  in  the  which  although  you  seeke  to  vindicate 
your  owne  creditt  to  the  dishonor  and  wronginge  the  Court,  a  coarse  verj-  of- 
fen^iive  and  far  unbeseeminge  on  of  your  quality,  therefore  as  both  mle  &  reason 
require  you  should  eyther  see  your  mistake  or  make  your  chardge  good  if  yon 
think  meet  iheirfore  to  that  puriH)se  to  repayer  to  Court,  you  may  their  receare 
a  full  answer  to  whiit  you  please  to  offer  therein.  .  .  .  You  therein  [that  is 
in  the  Apology]  say  you  know  no  breach  of  oath  or  order  in  anything  yon 
did  about  the  matter  of  corne  w<:^  you  thus  prove.  I>ecau8e  you  did  nothinge 
therein  without  counsell  and  advice  of  Mr  Moxon  and  your  sonn  Smith,  conclnding 
thence  that  he  w^*'  counsells  with  Mr  Moxon  and  your  sonn  Smith  can  neither 
break  oath  or  order  .     .     but  the  Court  did  then  &  can  still  make  it  appear 

that  y«)U  trans jrresse<l  both.  .  .  Y«»u  declare  in  your  writinge  that  yon  be- 
lievetl  the  Indians  feare<l  vou  no  more  than  thev  feare<l  their  owne  shadow,  and 
you  report  in  your  house  that  you  did  and  must  keep  them  in  feare :  or  their  ii 
no  dealinge  with  them :  your  jiractice  also  declare  the  same,  when  in  yonr  owne 
cause  you  did  arrest,  impryson  &  force  to  composity  one.  Witness  the  party  who 
stole  the  cloath.  wherein,  by  the  way.  we  cannot  forgett  the  course  yon  tooke  in 
contriving  your  private  gayne  contra<'tinge  first  for  wompom  for  yonr  cloath.  and 
then  agreeinge  to  n^eave  rorne  for  your  wanipoin  that  when  you  should  trade 
corne  to  your  customers  you  might  riMjuier  the  greater  price,  wherein  if  the 
wampum  had  not  fell  in  betwixt  the  corne  «&  the  cloath  (though  but  by  way  of  at- 
tempt only)  you  wouM  have  wanted  that  way  of  gayne.  You  then  charge  the 
Capteii  that  he  requested  you  to  drive  a  bargaine  w**^  the  Indians  for  him  and 
in  answer  to  that  you  stuff  up  a  great  j>art  of  your  work  w^  he  confessett  he 
never  propounde<l  to  you  neither  neede  he  soc  to  doe,  m****  was  also  contrary  to 
the  coinmissione  given  him  from  the  Court,  but  he  sayth  his  only  request  to  yon 
was  to  take  of  the  feare  from  the  Indians.     .     .     .     And  I.<ast1v  :  vour  tennfold 
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Reasons,  to  prove  the  Bever  brought  from  the  Mowtiakes  or  tlieir  confederates 
c!oul(l  not  in  any  conlor  be  a  present  sent  to  the  Sachems  uppon  the  Kiver,  are 
all  to  short,  for  they  liave  since  confessed  they  sent  it  to  that  purpose ;  and  to 
make  it  really  appeare  they  have  since  taken  away  the  life  of  on  of  the  parties 
tliat  should  have  presented  it  for  falsifyinge  their  trust;  and  whereas  you  their 
say  a  great  p*  of  it  was  summer  bever  &  little  worth,  unlike  and  unmeete  for  a 
present,  yon  yourself  formerly  affirmed  it  was  the  best  parcel  you  bought  for  a 
longe  time.  For  your  complainte  of  famine  and  scarcety  your  Bretheren  i>itty 
vou,  not  that  thev  conceave  vour  distress  have  been  great,  but  for  vour  weake 
and  unapt  expressions  sayinge  you  weare  forced  to  grive  your  English  grraine 
corne  meale  &  mault  to  your  hoggs,  henns  &  cattle,  especially  in  such  case  when 
you  presumed  divers  hundre<l  bushels  of  Indian  was  at  hand  for  supply. 

We  will  here  leave  this  controvei'sy,  as  it  comes  up  later,  only  re- 
marking, the  fear  to  trade  corn  with  ^Nlason  and  the  wholesome  fear 
of  the  Agawam  settlement  that  would  prevent  an  outbreak  were  two 
very  different  things  indeed.  Pynchon  was  eondemnecl  l>ecause  he 
was  thought  to  have  seltishly  raised  the  price  of  corn,  and  yet  Captain 
Mason  was  counted  a  hero  because  two  months  later  he  chartered  an 
Indian  canoe  fleet,  hearing  corn,  for  which  he  paid  twelve  shillings 
the  bushel,  and  was  compelled  to  ride  in  the  canoes  in  onler  to 
make  sure  that  the  corn  was  delivered. 

There  is  a  direct  issue  l)etween  Pvuchon  and  Mason,  as  their  tes- 
timony  shows,  and  Mr.  Pynchon,  after  contradicting  him  ix)int  blank, 
and  producing  Rev.  Mr.  ^loxon  and  others  as  corrol.K)rating  wit- 
nesses, says :  "  Now  if  these  things  may  not  Justly  Question  the 
puri)ort  of  the  Captain*s  oath,  I  leave  to  the  Judgment  of  wise 
men." 


CHAl^ER    III. 

The  Couneclicul  Jurisdiction  ovcu  Agawam.  —  The  Massarhnsctts  Boundarv  Line. — 
Rov.  Thomas  Hooker's  Spirited  Letter. —  House  built  for  Mr.  Moxon.  —  Allotments 
of  Land.  —  Agawam's  Act  of  Secession.  —  Sundry  Town  Laws.  —  Stninj^ers  ex- 
cluded. —  Wages  of  Laborei"9  regulated.  —  The  Town  Br(K)k.  — Woodcock  vs.  Cable. 
—  Ancient  Lawsuits.  —  A  Jui*v  of  Six.  —  Mr.  Moxon  in  Court. 

The  serious  differences  between  Agawam  and  the  towns  lower 
down  the  river  brought  our  settlers  face  to  face  with  the  stern  ques- 
tion of  secession  from  the  Connecticut  jurisdiction.  The  Hartford 
General  Court  either  held  its  authority  to  govern  the  valley  towns 
from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  concessions,  or  by  virtue  of  an  assumed 
right  of  self-government.  In  either  case  Agawam  could  be  justi- 
fied in  returning  to  Massachusetts.  The  conditions  at  Hartford  were 
intolerable  to  Agawam.  Pynchon  had  been  a  trader  from  the  start, 
and  was  so  recognized  a*,  the  Bay.  His  purse  was  always  opened 
when  prospecting  expeditions  were  proposed,  and  prominent  men, 
both  at  the  Bay  and  in  Connecticut,  knew  the  generous  extent  of  his 
persional  loans.  He  was  one  of  the  few  rich  men  of  that  day  who 
embarked  to  New  England,  and  he  naturally  had  been  chosen 
treasurer  of  Massachusetts.  When  he  settled  in  the  Connecticut 
valley  with  his  handful  of  intrepid  associates,  it  was  but  natural  for 
him  to  expect  the  handling  of  the  corn  and  beaver  of  this  section. 
Xo  one  had  before  accused  him  of  a  failure  to  keep  his  promises,  or 
of  making  a  penny  at  the  expense  of  the  public.  The  charges,  added 
to  the  mam  one,  of  getting  a  corner  on  grain  (to  use  modern 
phraseology),  demonstrated  l)eyond  a  doubt  a  disposition  at  Hart- 
ford to  limit  Agawam's  influence  as  much  as  possible  :  and  as  Captain 
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MiisoD  not  only  was  privileged  to  pass  up  the  river  and  trade,  with  a 

troop  of  anned  men  at  bis  back  to  coerce 

the  Indians,  and  to  visit  Agawain  ten  times 

a  year  and  drill  the  training-band,  it  is  not 

to  l>e   wondered  at  that  secession  was  the 

unanimous  voice  of  the  plantation. 

But  a  formal  withdrawal  from 
Connecticut  was  a  serious  matter. 
Mr.  Pvnchou  was  now  a  member  of 
neither  General  Court :  the  town  was  tin* 
most  remote  outi)Ost,  with  numerous  In- 
dian tribes  in  the  great  back  country. 
Connecticut  miirht  refuse  to  allow  Mr. 
Pynclion  to  retain  the  trading-houses 
which  he  had  built  somewhere  about 
P^nfield  Falls.  There  is  an  ancient  map 
placing  these  houses  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Connecticut,  opposite  King's 
island,  which  can  be  seen  up  the  river 
from  the  car  windows  in  crossinir  the 
bridije  at  Windsor  Locks.  The  name 
given  on  this  map  is  '•  N'ersche  Riviere," 
or  Fresh  River,  which  was  first  so  called 
bv  Adrian  Hlock,  the  Dutch  vovajrer  who 
coasted  ahmg  the  sound  in  1  (1 1 4.  Pvnchou 
not  only  shipi)e<l  freight  in  his  own  >ail- 
l)oatf>,  but  often  sent  goods  to  Hud  from 
the  valley  in  other  vessels.  It  was  out  of 
the  (juestion  to  send  beaver  overland  to 
the  Bay.      There  was  no  money  in  it. 

No  meetinjr-house  had  vet  been  built 
at  Agawam.  The  middle  Ferry  lane  (Kim 
street)  was  not  yet  opened.     Tree  stumi>s 
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and  fallen  limber  here  and  there  obstructed  the  one  main  street,  and, 
what  was  more  discouraging,  the  plantation  was  largely  made  up  of 
men  not  destined  to  remain  long.  Fully  one-half  of  the  inhabitants 
of  1G,S8  only  stayed  a  few  years. 

It  will  have  been  noticed  that  Agawam,  unlike  most  of  the  towns 
of  that  day,  was  founded  by  a  layman,  —  a  devout  and  well-read 
Christian,  who  could  preach  a  sermon  or  debate  theology  with  the 
ablest  divines,  Xo  be  sure,  but  a  layman  for  all  that ;  and  we  can 
quite  understand  that  this  fact  may  have  prejudiced  the  minds  of 
towns  dominated  by  ministers.  Possibly  here  lies  the  real  explana- 
tion of  the  falling:  out  of  Aj'awam  and  Hartford. 

After  a  thorough  survey  of  the  field  it  was  resolved  to  cut  loose 
from  Connecticut,  and  to  trust  in  the  future.  No  formal  declaration 
was  issued  for  a  time,  but  in  July  the  news  of  Agawam's  revolt 
spread  through  New  England.  Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Connecticut  General  Court  Roger  Ludlow  wrote  to  the  governor  and 
assistants  of  Massachusetts  Bay  that  John  Haynes  and  others  had 
been  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Bay  authorities  on  certain  subjects 
involving  the  mutual  interests  of  the  colonies. 

The  New  England  colonies  were  then  agitating  a  scheme  for  a 
confederation  as  a  means  of  defence  against  the  Dutch  and  other 
enemies ;  the  tlu'eatened  withdrawal  of  Agawam  also  had  something 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  this  commission,  which  reached  the 
Bay  in  June;  along  private  conference  took  place  between  friends 
of  the  two  colonies,  but  no  agreement  was  reached.  The  matter 
came  up  at  the  session  of  the  General  Court  held  in  Cambridge,  and 
it  was  voted  '"  that  so  much  of  the  ryver  of  Conectecot  as  should  fall 
within  the  line  of  o^  patent  should  continew  under  o'  jurisdiction.'* 

The  smothered  feeling  of  mutual  suspicion  between  Connecticut 
and  Massa<.*husetts  now  broke  forth.  Perhaps  the  correspondence 
between  Governor  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  will  best  show  forth  the  extent  of  this  colonial  unpleasant- 
ness. 
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Mr.  Hooker's  indictment  of  Agawam  was  very  much  in  the  spirit 
of  his  testimony  in  the  Pynchon  trial.  He  argued  that  Agawam  had 
continued  to  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Connecticut  General 
Court  by  sending  "  there  for  justice "  an  inhabitant  "  in  Agaam 
apprehended  in  some  misdemeanor."     He  continues  :  — 

Yea,  tuking  it  for  granted  that  it  is  in  each  inhabitant's  liberty  in  Agawam  to 
choose  his  jurisdiction  (which  is  to  me  beyond  question),  if  I  was  there  as  an 
inhabitant,  I  should  judge  myself  bound  in  conscience  to  sul>mit  to  the  juris- 
diction of  this  river,  and  <lo  believe  I  should  make  a  breach  of  the  eighth  com- 
mand if  I  should  otherwise  :  because  in  so  doing  I  should  steal  from  mine  estate, 
in  that  I  should  rush  myself  into  needless  and  endless  inconveniences;  namely, 
to  cjist  myself  into  tlmt  condition  that  for  a  matter  of  five  shillings  (as  the 
case  may  fall  out)  1  should  put  myself  to  unreasonable  charges  and  trouble  to 
seek  for  justice  a  humlred  miles  off  in  the  wilderness.  If  Mr.  IVnchon  can 
devise  ways  to  make  his  oath  bind  him  when  he  Mill,  and  loosen  him  when  he 
list ;  if  he  can  tell  how,  in  faithfulness,  to  engage  himself  in  a  civil  covenant 
an«l  combination  (for  that  he  did,  by  his  committees  in  their  act)  and  yet  cran 
cast  it  away  at  his  i)leasure,  before  he  give  it  sufficient  warrant,  more  than  his 
own  word  and  will,  he  nmst  fintl  a  law  in  Agaam  for  it ;  for  it  is  written  in  no 
law  or  gospel  that  ever  I  heard. 

Mr.  Hooker  Avent  on  to  say  that  Connecticut  would  not  trouble 
itself  very  much  over  the  loss  of  Pynchon,  because  "  we  know  him 
from  the  bottom  to  the  brim,  and  follow  him  in  all  his  proceedings, 
and  trace  him  in  his  privy  footsteps ;  only  we  would  have  him  and 
all  the  worlvl  to  understand  he  doth  not  walk  in  the  dark  to  us." 

But  ^Ir.  Pynchon  did  find  *'a  law  in  Agaam,"  —  a  law  planteil 
there  by  the  Massachusetts  colony,  and  by  the  kins?  of  Kngland  him- 
self.  We  might  continue  at  great  length  spreading  upon  the.se  pages 
the  evidences  of  Connecticut's  feeling  toward  Massachusetts.  One 
more  incident  will  serve  our  present  purpose.  At  the  close  of  that 
eventful  year  William  Spencer,  who  had  moved  from  Cambridge  to 
Hartford,  and  had  promised  Governor  Winthrop  to  pi*omote,  if  be 
coubl,  a  more  cordial  feeling,  Avrote  his  Kxcelleney  that  he  had  made 
but  little  progress.     He  adde<l :  — 
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I  found  a  prejmlese  in  the  spirrits  of  some  men  concerning  yo*^  state,  as 
thouju:h  you  did  not  really  intend  such  a  thinge.  hut  only  pretended  it,  w*^*^ 
laboured  to  be  at  offe  as  much  as  might  l)e,  ingadgeing  my  selfe  that  for  yo""  state 
m  generall  [Massachusetts]  they  did,  and  doe  as  really  inten«l  tlieir  good,  as 
anny  of  ther  neighbour  plantticons ;  whereupon  tliey  propounded  some  rejisons  to 
the  c«>ntrary,  that  you  only  pretended  and  not  intended  such  a  thing.  One  was 
this,  that  not  w^'standing  you  had  said  that  God  by  his  providents  had  soe  disposecl 
of  it,  tliat  you  and  the  p'tations  uppon  this  river  could  not  bee  one  body ;  yet, 
when  it  came  unto  the  isue,  you  would  have  Aggawame  joyned  unto  you,  or  else 
you  Mould  not  conclud  of  the  union ;  and  to  that  purpose,  they  say,  you  have 
written  to  dismise  the  same  from  them. 

We  now  have  the  depth  of  the  alienation  of  Connecticut,  and  it 
had  the  serious  effect  of  postponing  the  project  of  a  New  England 
Confeile ration  for  some  years. 

Pending  the  settlement  of  the  great  question  of  Agawam's  politi- 
cal status,  the  little  plantation  did  not  allow  local  affairs  to  go  by 
default.  There  had  been  several  additions  to  the  community.  Rev. 
Mr.  Moxon  had  been  provided  with  a  generous  portion  of  lands  upon 
the  condition  of  permanent  settlement,  and  in  the  spring  of  1638  it 
had  l>een  voted  that  the  expenses  of  fencing  his  home-lot  on  the 
main  street  an<l  of  building  his  house  should  fall  in  part  upon  those 
who  might  join  the  plantiition  thereafter.  Upon  the  last  leaf  of  the 
account  of  the  first  town-meeting,  but  evidently  written  later,  appear 
some  specifications  for  a  structure  which  we  take  to  be  the  minister's 
house,  erected  about  this  time  (corner  Vernon  and  Maui).  It  was  as 
follows :  — 

ffor  a  frame  of  a  bowse 
3r>  foote  longe  and  15  foote 
wide  w*^  a  porch  five 
foote  out  &  7  foote  wide 
w^''  a  studv  over  head 
w^i»  stavrs  into  cellar  & 
chamber  making  bords 
&  laying  bords  for 


£        s       <1 
18     <M)     (M) 
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lower  roomes  w^*» 
(luble  chimnvs  >*« 
sides  of  v*^"  cellar 
Planked  at 

to  (ioo<J  :  Burr 


£       s       d 

18     (X)     (X) 


for  the  thatchinge  of  y*' 
howse  to  John  Alline  he 
to  undertak  the  getting 
of  y^  thatch  and 
all  otlier  tlung8  belonging 
to  it  w'h  lathing  & 
navls  onlv  v*'  cari- 
adge  of  thatch  excepted. 


3     00     00 


for  y«'  sawinge  of  all  y*" 
boards  &  Slitworke  4  locks 
w"^  nay  Is  &  liooks  &  hinges 
for  V*"  doares  at 

to  John  Cable 


£      8       d 
11     (M)     00 


for  y*  dawbing  of  y'  howse 

6  chininys  uinleriJining  y^^ 
fame  niakins^  v*^^  stack  &  o\q\\ 

7  foote  high  w*'»  latlis 
&  nay  Is  at 

to  Henrv  Smith 


S     00     00 


There  was  a  rating  of  £40  agreed  upou  Jan.  13,  1639,  to  meet  a 
portion  of  the  expense  of  the  minister's  residence,  and  we  may  infer 
that  the  above  specitieations  were  the  ones  followed.  Here  is  the 
record  :  — 

The  disbursements  of  the  sd  40£  per  contra  as  folhiweth :  — 


John  Searle 
Thomas  Horton 


£     s.     d. 
1     iKj     (M) 
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£ 

8 

(1 

Thomas  Mirack 

1 

00 

00 

John  LcoiianI 

12 

00 

Kobart  Ashly 

1 

(H) 

00 

John  Woodcock 

12 

<K) 

Kiclianl  Kverit 

1 

10 

(M) 

John  Alliiie 

1 

00 

(N) 

John  Burt 

10 

(M) 

Henrv  Smitli 

• 

5 

(M) 

00 

Jehu  Burr 

7 

00 

00 

Wilhani  Pynchon 

21 

00 

00 

Jolin  Cable 

1 

12 

<x> 

41 

10 

00 

John  Cable  paid  Woodcock's  subscription,  Heur}'  Smith  paid 
Allen's,  and  Mr.  Pynchon  i)aid  Burt's. 

There  were  at  least  fifteen  men  in  Agawam  at  this  time,  neither 
Mr.  Moxon  nor  Henry  (^regory  appearing  in  the  above  list.  The 
new  names  are  Mirrick,  Leonard,  Ashley,  Allen,  and  Burt.  As  the 
ohl  names  in  the  list  of  rates  are  in  the  order  of  the  house-lots,  the 
othei*s  probably  are  also,  which  is  corroborated  by  a  vote  passed  in 
September.  1()38,  as  follows  :  — 

There  is  granted  to  John  Searle  by  y*"  consent  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants 
an  house  Lott  of  s  rod  broade  &  in  lengtli  from  the  brooke  to  the  greate  river  w<^h 
lyes  neere  y*'  pyne  swampe  w*h  y<*  meddow  before  his  lott  of  the  same  breadth 
y*  his  house  lot  is.  Next  to  y*  Lott  of  John  Searle  upwards  lyes  the  Lott  of 
Thomas  Horton  8  rod  in  breadth  w'**  the  meadow  over  agaynst  it  of  y^"  same 
breadth  &  y«  length  of  it  as  the  former,  also  on  y*^  other  side  of  Conecticot 
river  over  agaynst  the  s**  lott  is  granted  him  a  lott  of  meddowes  of  8  rod  broade 
and  80  rod  in  length  reserving  through  y^  &  all  other  lotts  there  a  cart  way  of 
2  rcMl  breadth  wher  it  may  be  seene  convenient. 

And  again  :  — 

It  is  agreed  y*  John  Searle  and  Rich:  Everit  shall  measure  out  twenty  fowre 
acres  of  mowing  marish  ground  afore  y^  house  of  M^  William  Pynchon  and 
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soe  much  upland  ground  adjoyuing  as  sliall  make  hiH  howse  lott  w***  v*  9^ 
marish  fifty  and  fowre  acres  according  to  an  order  in  y*  first  devission  of  howse 
Lotts. 

There  was  also  granted  to  William  Pynchon  "  a  Lott  of  upland 
ground  adjoyninge  to  y*  mill  of  ten  acres  and  alsoe  Seaven  acres 
more  in  Lew  of  the  marish  ground  v*  is  l)efore  every  mans  Lott  it  is 
alsoe  agreetl  y*  this  Lott  is  to  lye  in  Breadth  from  the  mill  river 
upwards  in  breadth  twenty  rodd  and  in  length  upwards  by  y*  mill 
river  till  the  number  of  y*  acres  be  up."  The  vote  for  a  meeting- 
house lot  was  passed  January  10,   1639:  — 

It  is  ordere<l  that  the  three  ro<l  of  ground  y*  lyes  l>etwixt  John  Woodcock's 
pall  and  Ctoo<lnian  Grigory's  Lott  shall  he  appropriate<l  2  rod  of  it  to  Goodman 
Grigorj*  and  one  ro*l  of  it  to  Hich:  Everitt  reserving  40  ro<l  for  a  place  for  a 
meeting-howse,  w«'»  is  to  be  allowed  out  of  (Too<lman  Grigory's  Lott. 

It  was  necessai-y,  from  the  amount  of  unapix>rtione4l  common 
land,  to  devote  much  time  to  its  regulation.  The  rich  meadows  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut,  from  opposite  the  upper  ferry  to 
the  present  York  street,  were  first  devoted  to  grass  and  planting  only. 
The  Agawam  river  at  that  time  had  but  one  mouth,  which  emptied 
into  the  Connecticut  near  the  South-end  bridge.  Each  inhabitant 
was  i>ermitteiL  after  han'est  time  (November),  to  *'  put  over  horses 
cowes  or  younge  cattell  on  y  other  side  of  y'  river." 

But  the  time  had  come  for  Agawam  to  put  forth  a  formal  decla- 
ration as  to  its  allegiance.  This  im|)ortant  document  was  drawn  up 
eleven  months  after  the  Pynchon  trial,  the  date  given  below  being 
Old  Style :  — 

flfebruary  the  14**»,  1H38  We  the  Inliabitants  of  Agaam  uppon  Quinnettecot. 
takinge  into  consideration  the  manifould  inconveniences  that  may  fall  uppon  us 
for  want  of  some  magistracy  amonge  us  :  Being  now  by  Go<les  provedence  fallen 
into  the  line  of  the  Massachusets  Juristliction  :  <!ic  it  being  farr  of  to  repay er 
thither  in  such  cases  of  justice  as  may  often  fall  out  amonge  us  doe  therefore 
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thiuke  it  meete  by  a  geiierall  consent  &  vote  to  ordaine  till  we  receive  further 
direction  from  the  Generall  Court  convening  in  the  Massachuset  Bay  Mr.  William 
IVnchon  to  execute  the  office  of  a  magistrate  in  tliis  our  plantation  of  Agaam 
\iz :   [etc.]. 


The  usual  magistrate's  ix)wei*s  were  given  Mr.  Pyiichon,  including 
authority  to  suuunon  juries  of  six  instead  of  twelve  for  small  ofifenees, 
pending  any  action  that  might  be  made  at  Boston. 

The  boundary  lines  of  the  plantation  had  been  verified  meantime, 
a  committee  having  rejKJited  in  January  that  the  "  l)ounds  of  y* 
Plantation  up  the  river  on  y*'  other  side  of  y*  river"  were  "  at  a 
brooke  alx>ve  y*  greate  meddowe  w*^  is  about  a  qrt  of  a  mile  above 
y*  mouth  of  Chiceapee  river." 

The  first  town  meetings  were  probably  held  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Pyuchon,  as  it  was  the  largest.  This  body  of  local  legislators  is  an 
interesting  study  from  almost  any  point  of  view.  The  original 
Massachusetts  plantations  were  as  near  a  democratic  communism  as 
has  ever  been  under  extended  trial  in  our  history.  The  nature  of 
this  common  proprietorship  in  land  and  local  political  prerogative 
will  be  apparent  by  glancing  througli  the  town  acts.  It  was  a 
simon-pure  democracy,  not  even  a  selectman  standing  between  its 
inhabitants  and  their  desires.  They  met  once  a  month  at  least,  and 
with  the  simple  election  of  a  moderator  and  clerk  the  machinery  of 
government  was  complete. 

In  Octol>er,  1638,  the  town  voted  that  "  noe  trees  shall  be  cut 
downe  or  taken  away  by  any  man  in  y*  compass  of  grownd  from  y* 
mill  river  upward  to  John  Readers  Lott,  w**^  pai*sell  of  ground  is 
appoynted  for  howse  Lotts."  No  inliabitant  was  peimitted  to  sell 
his  canoe  to  outside  parties.  An  infringement  of  this  order  on  the 
part  of  Henry  Gregory,  John  Leonard,  and  Robert  Ashley  brought 
down  upon  them  a  reprimand,  but  they  were  finally  given  five 
months  to  *'  redeem  and  bringe  y'"  into  the  Plantation  agayne." 

A  "  foote  path  and  stiles  "  were  ordered   to  be  built  ''  at  every 
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man's  lott  end  next  y*  greate  river."     In  JanuaiT,  1638,  we  find  this 
imix)rtant  cleeree :  — 

It  is  ordered  and  voted  w**'  v**  Jovnt  roiiseiit  of  ve  Plantation  xX  no  man  W  is 
posesed  of  a  Lott  by  y*"  disj^ose  of  y<=  Plantation,  sliall  after  sell  it  to  another  of 
y  Plantation,  yt  hath  a  Lott  allready :  neyther  shall  any  nian  ]H)8e8e  two  mens 
Lotts,  w"»  out  y*"  consent  of  y''  Plantation  or  such  as  sliall  be  appoynted,  till 
they  Iiave  bin  inhabitants  5  years  in  y**  Plantation :  But  if  any  desire  to  sell 
his  Lotte,  he  niay  to  a  stranger,  pvidwl  y*'  sd  Plantation  shall  not  disalowe  of  }"* 
sd  stranger :  But  in  case  they  sliall  not  alowe  y*  admission  of  y^  s*l  stranger, 
then  y^  Plantation  shall  bye  y*"  sd  Lotte  as  indifferent  men  sliall  apprise  you : 
But  if  y^  Plantation  shall  delay  y<^  sd  purcliase  twenty  dayes  then  ye  8<l  seller 
shall  have  his  Liberty  to  take  his  chai)man  and  y^  Plantation  shall  be  bound  to 
take  notice  of  such  a  purchase  yt  is  piM)unded  to  fower  of  the  cheife  Inhabitants 
togeather  :  If  y**  sd  4  men  shall  liold  theyr  jH'ace  and  not  oppose  it  in  ten  dayes 
then  it  shall  be  esteemed  y*  y**  Plantation  <loth  allowe  of  y*'  s<l  purchase. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  town  owned  all  the  land  in  fee  simple. 
Its  title  was  twofold :  First,  from  the  colon v,  which  received  it  from 
the  king ;  and,  second,  from  the  Indians.  The  town,  in  tnm,  did  not 
sell,  but  apportioned  lands  to  the  various  inhabitants,  it  resen'ing 
the  right  to  take  the  land  back  after  pacing  for  improvements 
thereon.  No  inhabitant,  upon  taking  a  lot  from  the  town,  paid  any 
money  for  it :  the  parcel  of  land  was  simi)ly  '"  aloted  "  to  hira.  The 
above  order  was  modified  after  the  town  l)ecame  large  enough  to 
require  selectmen,  and  for  many  years  the  order  stood  as  follows 
upon  the  records  :  — 

For  tlie  prevention  of  suiulry  evils,  that  May  befall  this  Township,  through 
ill-disposed  persons,  that  may  thrust  themselves  in  amongst  us,  agraynst  the  Uk- 
inge,  and  con.sent  of  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants,  or  select  Townsmen,  by 
purchasing  a  lott.  or  place  of  habitation.  &c.  It  is  therefore  onlered  &  declared, 
that  no  inhabitant,  shall  sell,  or  in  any  kind  pass  away  his  house  lot  or  any  part 
of  it,  or  any  other  of  his  allotments  to  any  stranger,  before  he  Imve  ma<le,  the 
select  Townsmen,  acquainted,  who  his  chapman  is.  and  they  accordingly  allow 
his  admission,  under  jienalty,  of  paying  Twenty  shillings  for  every  parcell  of 
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land,  so  sold,  or  forfeitinge  his  land,  see  sould,  or  passed  away.  But  if  the 
select  Townsmen,  see  grounde  to  disalowe  of  the  admission,  of  said  cliapnian, 
then  the  Town,  or  Inhabitants  shall  have  30  days  tyme  to  resolve,  whether  they 
will  buy  the  said  allottments,  which  said  alottnients  they  may  buy,  as  indifferent 
partys  shall  apprise  them.  But  in  case  the  Inlmbitants  shall  delay  to  make  a 
purcliase  of  the  said  lands,  above  30  days  after  the  propounding  of  it  to  the 
select  Townsmen,  then  the  said  seller  shall  liave  his  liberty  to  take  his  cliapman 
and  such  cliapman,  or  stranger  sliall  be  esteemed,  as  entertained  or  alowed  of, 
bv  the  towne  as  an  Inhabitant. 

« 

To  illustrate  the  practice  iiDder  this  rule,  hero  are  added  a  few  of 
the  special  orders  passed  :  — 

WUIiam  Hunter  was  admitted  an  Inhabitant  of  this  town  and  John  Kiley  & 
John  Harrison  doe  bind  themselves,  their  executors  &  administrators  to  y*  Town 
Treasurer  &  Selectmen  or  eyther  of  them  in  a  bond  of  thirty  pounds  to  secure 
the  Town  from  any  charge  that  may  arise  to  y''  Towne  from  the  said  William 
Hunter  or  any  of  his  family. 

Henry  Gregory,  whose  wife  seemed  materially  to  add  to  the  ills 
this  pioneer  was  heir  to,  finally  concluded  to  sell,  and  his  sou  Judah 
presented  the  case  to  the  town  meeting.     The  vote  runs  : — 

Henry  Gregory  being  purpose<l  to  sell  his  lott  and  i>poundinge  it  to  y**  Plan- 
tation by  his  Sonne  Judah  accordinge  to  order,  Kichard  Everit  beinge  his  Chap- 
man The  Plantation  gave  y*  voate  wherin  they  disalowed  y*  Chapman  i)pounde<l 
and  resolve*!  to  buy  y*  lott. 

It  must  not  be  inferred  from  this  action  that  the  town  reflected  in 
any  way  upon  the  '*  chapman,"  Richard  Everett.  The  two  men  had 
adjoining  lots,  and  it  was  against  the  policy  of  the  town  to  allow  the 
inhabitants  to  add  to  the  size  of  their  home  lots.  One  fancies  that 
the  plantation  was  not  slow  in  buying  Mr.  (Gregory's  property. 
He  api)ear8  to  have  been  peculiarly  unsuited  for  the  life  of  the  wil- 
derness, which  was  only  tolerable  by  an  infusion  of  lK>th  Christian 
faith  and  stoic  endurance. 
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In  April,  lf>41,  John  Cable,  who  had  i-oneludeil  to  seek  his  forlnne 
at  Windsor,  proposed  to  sell  his  real  estate  for  £40.  The  town 
bought  it  back,  paving  £10  down,  and  the  balance  in  instalments. 
A  |X)rtion  of  this  was  paid  in  t*om  delivered  at  Windsor.  Again, 
antici|>atiiig  a  few  years  for  fuller  illustration  of  this  point,  we  find 
that  in  January,  1»>4*>,  it  was  ortleretl,  — 

By  y*  Joynt  con«?ni  of  >•*  Plantation  their  \%  leave  granted  (notw<i>8tandinfre 
a  former  onler  dated  March  17**»  1«>41  to  >•♦  contran*)  unto  William  Vaughan 
to  lett  out  hiit  land  to  Kise  Bedortha  for  y*  j(|>aee  ami  terme  of  six  yeares  to  be 
imp''ve«l  by  him. 

There  is  here  much  more  than  a  hint  of  the  land  theories  that  obtain 
in  certain  quarters  in  the  present  age.  Not  onl}'  was  the  land  tenure 
and  ]>roprif  torship  grounde<l  in  a  nile  of  coimnunism,  but  the  hand 
of  tlie  town  democracy  was  \\\)oii  the  shoulder  of  every  man  in  his 
daily  work  and  walk.     At  the  close  of  the  year  1639  is  this  vote  :  — 

It  \»  aUoe  agree<l  for  y*  ordering  of  Lal>orer«  wadges  y*  carpenteni  shall  have 
for  1»  months  2s  tkl  ji  day  i  for  3  months  from  y  10**»  of  Novembr  to  y«  10»**  of 
ffebr :  2s  p  day ;  mowers  shall  have  28  (kl  p  day  sawers  Gs  6d  p  they  to  fall  k 
liewf  k  the  owner  to  bring  to  y  pitt.  Alsoe  for  husbandry  or  any  onlinar}' 
lalHir  to  have  2s  for  l»  months,  only  from  y*"  24**»  April  till  the  24"»  June  they  are 
lA*ft  to  theyre  Lilwrty  as  men  can  agree  w*^  them  &  for  the  other  3  months  \iz 
from  November  10'»>  till  Frbr  lO^h  to  have  iNl  p  daye. 

The  town  wius  laid  out  in  a  i>eculiar  manner  for  New  England, 
where  a  twcntv-nxl  road  was  the  usual  rule.  This  was  incidentally 
of  service  to  a  coninuinity  exiK)sed  to  the  Indians.  It  could  be 
sto<-kaded,  and  cattle  c*ould  be  safely  pastured  on  the  broad  street. 
But  the  original  Agawam  seems  to  have  had  no  such  street.  The 
plantation  was  housed  ui)on  tlu  narrow  plateau  that  stretched 
between  the  great  river  and  the  swamp  at  the  foot  of  a  sharp  bluff. 
There  has  been  time  out  of  mind  a  brook  ninning  along  Springfield's 
business  street,  and  the  presumption  is  that  the  planters  found  it  there 
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in  1636.  It  ran  along  the  east  side  of  the  street,  and  in  the  first 
records  it  is  called  a  "  ditch."  It  ser^'ed  as  a  drain  for  the  marsh, 
and  originally  was  a  small  affair,  for  there  are  frequent  references  to 
work  upon  it.  Thus  in  November,  1639,  the  town  voted  that  '•>  all 
y*  have  a  ditch  by  y*  high  waye  before  theyer  doores,  shall  keepe  it 
well  scowred  for  the  ready  passadge  of  y'  water  y^  it  may  not  be 
pent  up  to  flowe  the  meddowe."  This  ditch  was  insisted  upon,  as 
api^ears  by  a  formal  vote  two  years  later  (Dec.  24,  1641)  :  "It 
is  onlered  y*  every  inhabitant  shall  scower  &  make  a  ditch  y*  bredth 
of  his  lott  before  his  doore  w*"**  is  to  be  done  by  y*  last  of  may 
next  on  y*  penalty  of  i3s  for  every  defalt  y*  way."  The  inhabitants 
were  often  remiss  in  keeping  this  ditcli  open.  The  fines  due  in  1645 
were  suspended,  and  an  extra  month  allowed  in  which  to  clean  out 
these  ditches ;  ''  &  if  any  be  there  defective  y*  penalty  is  to  be 
[paid]  to  Goodman  Prichard."  It  may,  therefore,  be  doubted  whether 
there  was  a  natural  brook  along  the  course  of  what  has  since  been 
known  as  the  Town  brook.  The  lowest  ground  was  ceitainly  nearer 
the  l>lufT,  under  what  is  now  Chestnut  street.  A  fence  was  built  in 
front  of  the  houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  street,  and  no  buildings 
were  allowed  between  it  and  the  ditch. 

Training  day  came  once  a  month.  Henry  Smith  was  the  first 
*'  Serjant,"  and  he  was  given  power  to  name  the  day  of  meetings, 
and  U)  *'  choose  a  Corporal."  Men  absenting  themselves  ''  shall 
forfeite  twelve  pence,"  so  the  record  rcfads,  and  ''  all  above  15  yeares 
of  age  shall  be  counted  for  soldiers."  No  person  was  allowed  to  sell 
or  give  powder  to  the  Indians. 

The  community  of  interests  and  common  proprietorship  did  not 
have  the  effect  to  reduce  frictions  between  man  and  man.  The  right 
to  quarrel  was  exercised  from  the  start.  William  Pynchon  as  magis- 
trate writes :  — 

November  14  1639.  A  meetinge  to  order  some  Towne  affaires  &  to  try  causes 
by  Jury.  The  Jury  Henrj*  Smith  Henry  Gregory  Jo:  Leonard  Jo:  Searle 
Samuell  Hubbard,  Samuel  Wright.     The  Action.     John  Woodcocke  complains 
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against  Jo  Cable  in  an  action  of  the  ca^e  for  wages  due  to  him  for  certaine 
worke  he  did  to  a  hou:^  that  was  built  on  Agawam  side  for  the  PUntation.  The 
renliet.  Tlie  Jury  findes  for  the  defendant :  But  withall  they  find  the  p'mi^e  that 
Jo  Cable  made  to  the  plaintif  to  i^ee  liim  paid  for  his  work  firme  &  good.  Bat 
as  for  the  .*>  days  m  Coming  up  with  John  Cable  we  find  that  not  due  to  be  paid 
for  he  came  not  up  purposely  but  in  his  coming  he  aimed  at  a  lott  w«^  end  of 
which  he  did  attain.  Moreover  we  agree  that  Jo  Cable  is  engaged  to  the  plain- 
tif for  work  done  about  the  house,  yet  wee  also  jodge  that  Jo  Woodcock  is  fully 
satisfied,  in  reganl  he  liath  had  the  use  of  the  onld  ground  A.  of  the  howse  all 
that  sommer  as  far  as  Jo  Cable  had  himselfe. 

Upon  the  same  day  (Nov.  14,  1639)  was  tried  a  suit  by  William 
Pyuelion  again.st  Thomas  Mirrick  for  '*  not  delivering  back  the 
Boaixls  he  lent  him,"  the  jury  deciding  that  the  defendant  should 
"  make  good  3  such  like  boards  as  we  find  not  yet  delivered  with  the 
rest."  In  Decemlier,  1G31>,  came  up  Mirrick's  suit  against  Thomas 
Horton,  for  "  3  1x>anls  that  he  said  Merick  wantes."  Mirrick  secured 
a  verdict  of  3.s.  in  mouey. 

There  is  a  very  curious  and  interesting  record  in  the  Pynchon  book 
concerning  a  suit  for  slander,  bix>ught  by  the  minister  against  Wood- 
coi'k,  throwiu<z,  as  it  does,  Hght  \\\yo\\  the  legal  methods  of  that  time. 
Jurisdiction  *mu  the  river"  meaus  the  Hartford  jurisdiction.  The 
date  is  December,  iri;VJ,  in  wliich  vear  John  Cable  was  constable  :  — 

Jo :  Woodcock  beinge  summoned  by  warrant  to  answer  Mr.  George  Mozon  in 
an  action  of  .<<Iander  fur  reportinge  tliat  he  tooke  a  false  oath  against  him :  The 
said  John  desyred  that  this  difference  might  be  tried  by  a  private  heeringe  below 
in  the  Hiver :  Mr.  Moxon  referre<l  himself  to  the  Judgment  of  y*  plantation 
preM'iii  whether  it  were  filter  to  In*  heanl  by  a  private  refFerence  below  in  y* 
River,  or  tryal  here  publikly  by  a  Jury.  The  geuerall  voat  of  the  plantation  is 
tluit  >(i*iiig  tlie  matter  is  publik  it  should  be  publikly  henl  &  and  tryed  her  by  a 
Jury  :  Liberty  is  granted  to  John  Wooilcok  to  produce  his  witnesses  against 
this  «lay  fortnight  being  tin*  2i>  of  December.  Also  at  the  said  tyme  Jo:  Woml- 
cok  is  warned  to  answer  for  his  langluiege  in  sermon  tyme:  this  day  at  the 
Lecture- 

This  i-a.>e  was  ix>stiK)ned  from  the  2rith  to  January  2,   1H40.     The 
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alleged  false  oath  was  at  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Moxon  demanded  £9  19s. 
damages  for  the  slander.  Owing  to  a  paucity  of  men  in  the  planta- 
tion, tliree  of  Mr.  Moxon's  witnesses  —  Robert  Ashley,  Henry  Smith, 
and  Samuel  Hubbard  —  were  also  upon  the  jury.  The  minister  scored 
a  verdict  of  £6  13.s.  \d,  A  waiTant  was  at  once  issued,  and  when 
Mr.  Moxon  gave  it  to  the  constable.  Woodcock  exclaimed  that  he 
owed  '*  Mr.  Moxon  no  money,  nor  none  he  would  pay  him."  There 
must  have  been  quite  a  ^cene,  for  Mr.  Pynchon  took  down  Wood- 
cock's declaration  that  he  was  ready  to  repeat  his  offence. 

The  absolutism  of  the  town-meeting  could  not  be  better  illustrated 
than  in  this  case.  It  here  performed  the  offices  of  judge,  grand  juror, 
and  legislator.  As  judge,  it  decided  not  to  6rder  a  change  of  venue  ; 
as  grand  juror,  it  presented  the  man  for  trial ;  as  legislator,  it  decreed, 
as  it  had  l)efore,  that  the  case  should  go  to  a  jury  of  six,  instead  of 
t^'elve,  as  the  colony  laws  decreed.  It  might  be  wondered  what  there 
could  be  left  for  the  magistrate  to  do  under  such  an  all-pervading 
democracy.  William  Pynchon  was  always  moderator  of  the  town- 
meeting,  and  thus  the  lines  of  liis  political  and  judicial  prerogatives 
were  often  blended.  As  moderator  at  this  meeting  of  the  town,  he 
would  i)ut  the  question  proposed  by  Woodcock,  that  the  case  go  to 
Hartford  for  private  reference ;  while,  as  magistrate,  he  would  sum- 
mon the  jury  to  try  the  case,  administer  oaths,  and  receive  and  record 
venlicts. 

The  plantation  had  now  been  nearly  a  year  independent  of  the  Con- 
necticut authorities,  and  Woodcock's  proposal  to  refer  the  case  there 
was  undoubtedly  in  keeping  with  his  character  as  a  querulous  and 
irrepressible  man,  who  delighted  in  irritating  and  annoying  his 
neighbor. 


CHAPTER   TV. 

Bevival  of  the  Charges  against  WilliHm  Pynchon.  —  His  Trial  before  the  Windsor 
Chuivh.  —  Connecticut  claims  Woronoco  (Westfield). —  Massachusetts  protests. — 
The  An-ival  of  Elizur  llolyoke,  Samuel  Chapin,  and  others.  —  Goody  Gregory 
fined  for  Profanity.  —  Fire  Ladders.  —  Woodcock  vs,  Gregory.  —  Price  of  Labor. 
—  Second  Division  of  Planting-Grounds.  —  Mairiage  of  Mary  Pynchon. 

Imperfect  records  prevent  the  rehearsal  in  detail  of  the  second 
trial  of  William  Pynchon  \\\x>n  the  old  charge  of  speculation  in  trade 
to  the  detriment  of  the  public.  The  charge  was  brought  by  certain 
members  of  the  church  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  the  object  being  to  withdraw 
from  him  the  right  hand  of  Christian  fellowship.  The  date  of  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  Pynchon  at  Windsor  has  not  yet  been  discovered. 
Indeed,  none  of  the  historians  speak  of  this  trial  at  all,  even  the 
Windsor  church  records  making  no  mention  of  it.  It  is  only  through 
a  correspondence  that  followed  Pynchon*s  second  trial  that  we  can 
get  any  idea  of  the  proceedings.  One  wonders  what  jurisdiction  the 
Windsor  church  had  over  ^Ir.  Pynchon  that  warranted  a  summons 
to  appear  there.  The  natural  conjecture  is,  that  the  friends  of  Cap- 
tain Mason  —  who,  by  the  way,  was  a  member  of  the  Windsor 
church —  had  attempted  to  make  a  demonsti*ation  against  the 
Agawam  magistrate,  for  its  moral  eflPect.  There  was  a  close  con- 
nection between  Agawam  and  Windsor  during  the  first  few  years, 
and  it  is  known  that  Mr.  Pynchon  took  a  letter  from  the  Roxbury 
church  to  the  Windsor  church.  We  proi)ose  to  give  in  full  the  ver- 
dict of  the  Windsor  church.  It  reached  Agawam  Sept.  21,  1640, 
and  has  never  before  appeared  in  print.  Any  one  is  at  liberty  to 
draw  conclusions ;  the  account  of  the  first  Pynchon  trial  already' 
given  will  make  further  explanations  unnecessary. 
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Sept  (J,  1640.  The  Church  beinge  assembled,  to  determine  whether  M''. 
WiUuim  Pinchons  answers  were  satisfactory  to  y'^  brethrens  offence,  at  his  fay- 
linges  in  y*^  trust  of  tradinge  corne,  for  y^  supply  of  y*"  country,  contained  in  5 
Articles  p'sented  to  him  by  y*"  said  brethren,  resolutely  as  followeth.  To  y*  first 
Charge  that  he  made  show  y*  corne  could  not  be  procured  at  the  price  mentioned 
in  y*'  order,  when  y^  Capt  at  y*  same  time  traded  under,  w«h  is  interpreted  as  a 
declining  in  y*  Service.  M^  Pinchon  answered,  y^  he  could  not  gett  any  quan- 
tity, at  the  price  in  y*^  order,  to  w^^''  the  Church  replyed,  he  could  not  resolve  soe 
great  a  matter,  soe  soone  as  in  one  or  two  dayes  experience,  soe  as  to  write  about 
y*  alteration  of  y*"  price. 

2.  That  he  was  bound  certainly  for  500  busliells  at  y'*  rate,  though  he  should 
not  save  by  it.  To  vr^^  his  returne  was,  y*  his  servant  left  at  home  w^^  instruc- 
tions to  trade  what  lie  could,  did  informe  him  in  what  he  wrote,  &  also  affirmed 
y*  the  500  bushells  was  subject  to  y*  proviso  in  y*  one  of  y«  order,  yieldinge  him 
power  to  rayse  the  price  of  that  also.  Concerninge  w^h  answere,  &  replies,  y* 
Church  determined  y*  they  were  not  satisfactory,  for  y*  first,  his  servant  in 
>-*  intrini  of  his  beinge  at  Court,  could  not  act  w^*»  respect  to  y«  countrys  neces- 
stys.  nor  his  bargaine,  certaine  for  500  bushells,  &  so  could  not  informe  him 
suflSciently  to  bottome  what  he  wrote.  And  secondly,  the  words  of  the  order 
beinge  directly  ag*^  his  reply,  &  the  Magistrates  being  confident,  y'  the  bargaine 
waa  certaine  for  500  bushells,  we  see  no  reason,  to  rest  in  his  private  apprehen- 
sions to  y*  contrary.  Thirdly,  his  direction  being,  to  certify  y*  Magistrates  how 
corne  came  in  only,  he  added  a  clause  of  y*  aheration  of  y*  price  also,  wc'>  to  us 
is  an  appearance  of  his  declining  in  y*^  trust  and  contract. 

2.  That  when  Capt  Mason,  w**»  others,  came  up  to  trade  corne  accordinge  to 
y*  power  reserved  in  y**  order  he  refused  to  further  them  w**»  these  words,  I  will 
neither  meddle  nor  make.  To  w«*»,  when  M'.  Pinchon  answered  y*  Captaine 
came  not  up  acconling  to  y*'  order,  the  Church  then  read  and  showed  him  y« 
Capts  order  in  y*  Record  —  and  it  appeared  to  agree  w'^  the  exception  in  M"" 
Pinchons  Order. 

I.  Against  w^^  yV  Smiths  testimony  was  produced,  witnessinge,  that  amongst 
the  onlers  &  roUes  in  y*^  gen''aU  Co'te,  he  found  an  order  authorizinge  Capt 
Maiton  to  trade  as  before  to  w^''  were  most  of  y*  Magistrates,  &  many  of  y* 
Coniittees  hands  together  w*''  M'  Hookers,  M""  Stones,  &  M""  Whitinges,  for  y* 
this  onler  seemed  not  to  proceed  from  y«  Magistrates,  but  from  y*  gen'all  Coi't, 
or  rather  from  neither.  Concerninge  w«h  the  Church  determination  is,  y*  M*" 
Pinchons  answers,  backed  w*'>  M*"  Smithes  testimony,  doth  not  take  off  y  charge, 
for  that  appoD  due  examination  of  y*  said  roUes,  v^ 'orders,  off  y*  gen''aU  Co'^t,  it 
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appears  M**  Smith  was  mistaken,  for  y<  was  y*  orig^nall  order,  warrantinge  y* 
Capt,  w«*»  was  after  recorded  in  the  hookc,  &  it  was  granted  by  5  Magistrates 
only ,  &  whereas  some  Comittees,  &  the  other  brethren  liands  are  to  y*  said  order, 
y«  was,  to  testify  one  clause  in  y*  onler,  respectinge  y*  Country es  Complaintes 
k  necessity  es  only;  &  not  to  y*  warrant  granted,  for  W*  we,  haveinge  their 
oatlis  offered,  doe  beleeve  w*  is  here  answered ;  soe  y*  y*  Capts  authority  beinge 
approved,  we  cannot  justify  M'  Pinchons  refusall,  to  further  y*  OourUryes 
service. 

3.  To  the  3<*  article.  That  whereas  the  Captaine  desireil  him  to  take  away  the 
Indians  feares,  he  found  tliat  after  his  private  Conference  w***  the  Indian,  the 
Indian  was  more  unwillingc  to  trade  than  before,  to  w«'S  when  M*'  Pinchon 
answered,  the  Indian  was  unwillinge  fr"»  y*  begininge,  the  Church  repl^'ed,  oath 
was  made  to  y^  Co''t  y^  the  Indian  was  willinge,  &  and  that  his  cominge  to  gett 
leave,  argued  his  willingnesse  to  trade  w**»  leave. 

Unto  wc'»  M""  Pinchon  returned,  y^  he  did  not  disco''age,  nor  dissuade  y*  Indian 
to  trade  one  way  or  other,  otherwise  tlmn  what  he  might  gather  by  their  nieas- 
ureing  y*^  baskett,  &  other  like  passages,  &  then  corre<;tinge  himselfe  by  that 
time,  y^'  register  had  written  liis  answers,  &  read  it  to  him,  he  said  he  did  not  dis- 
co''age  nor  dissuade  the  Indian  from  tradinge  in  his  own  way;  but  for  disco'ag- 
inge  or  dissuadeinge  in  the  Capts  way  —  he  answere<l  not.  Concerning  w«*»  the 
(Church  determines,  y*  liis  unswere  is  not  satisfactory  for  y^  they  judge  the 
Capts  way  lawful!,  though  M'"  Pinchon  tliinkes  otherwise.  And  M*"  Pinchon  not 
tlenying  y*"  charge  of  disco'^ageinge  y*"  Indian  in  tradinge  w^  the  Capt.  in  the 
Capts  way,  falls  under  the  charge;  for  y^  the  Church  Imth  noe  reason  to  put 
the  ])laintife  to  prove  y*"  cliarge,  untill  it  be  denie<l  by  the  defendant. 

4.  To  y''  4"*  charge  tliat  he  Used  disco'^age'"*  to  Goodman  Stebbins,  & 
otliers,  whoe  were  said  to  trade,  w*'»  i>ower  to  take  one  of  his  servants  w*"*  them, 
&  he  seemed  unwilling  y^  his  servant  should  goe,  &  said  if  he  went,  he  should 
doe  them  little  good,  &  said  also,  that  there  was  little  corne  to  be  liadd  at 
Pacomtuk,  &  that  ^'^^  was,  was  promised  him;  &  other  like  thingres;  whereas 
they  found  his  man  did  tliem  little  good,  &  also  tliat  there  was  very  much  corne 
at  that  place,  &  traded  much  in  that  place. 

To  w<=i»  M*"  Pinchons  answere  was,  y*  he  remembered  not  these  wortls,  con- 
cerninge  his  mans  doinge  them  noe  good.  &  y'  he  might  seeme  unwillinge  to 
send  him  he  beleeveth,  for  y^  there  was  a  clause  in  their  warrant,  concerning 
tribute,  &  a  compelling  way  of  trade,  w*^''  were  against  his  judg*"*,  &  that  tis 
likely  he  might  ingage  the  Indians  to  promise  him  corne,  beinge  imploye<I 
therein  for  y*  country.     Concerninge  w«-'»  the  Church  determination  is,  y*  his 
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ftnswere  concerningc  the  come  promised  him,  &  otiicr  things,  as  the  Indians 
being  from  ....  is  satisfactory.  But  Concerninge  y'  of  his  servants 
doeinges  them  noe  good,  tlie  Church  havinge  but  one  witnesse,  doth  demur,  & 
cannot  determine  furtlier. 

To  y*  5**»  charge  that  notw^i'standinge,  he  could  not  but  take  notice  of  y« 
necessityes  of  y*  country,  by  y*  Gen'^all  complaints,  &  comissions  granted  to 
severall  persons,  he  yet  omitted  y«  trust  comitte<l  to  him,  by  order  of  Co'"te,  & 
di<l  not  satisfy  the  intent  of  y*^  said  trust,  first  or  last. 

To  w«*»  M''  Pinchon  answered.  1,  y*  it  was  much  to  his  greife,  that  he  could 
not  answere  the  necessityes  of  his  brethren ;  but  he  was  hindered  therein  by 
others  that  ingrossed  y*  trade,  by  goeinge  a  way  of  power,  w^c'^  interrupted  a  free 
trade.  And  2'y  that  lie  takes  himself  discharged  of  his  trust,  by  y*"  gen''all  Coniis- 
idons,  granted  unto  others. 

Concerninge  w«^  the  Church's  determination  is,  y*  the  Answeres  doe  not  take 
oflf  the  charge  —  for  y*  1,  M*"  Pinchon  was  obliged  certainly  to  bring  in  500 
bushells,  that  w«h  he  presumed  to  have  w<'>in  his  power,  when  he  made  y«  con- 
clusion. 2"**  for  y^  y*"  substance  of  come  y*  was  procured  by  these  Comissions 
was  soe  procured  about  the  middle  of  May,  &  his  order  made,  in  y^  beginninge 
of  March.  Soe  y*  for  2  monthes  space,  he  was  little  hindered  by  those  Comis- 
sions. And  lastly,  for  y^  wee  judge  his  judg"'*  was  not  soe  sound,  resolveinge 
by  noe  means  to  alter  his  former  way  of  trading  to  witt,  in  stayinge,  till  the 
Indians  brought  downe  their  come ;  for  we  deeme  his  brethrens  necessityes  was 
a  ground,  sufficient  to  alter  the  way  of  trade,  as  we  see,  it  seemed  afterwards  to 
M*^  Pinchon,  &  his  friendes,  beinge  pressed  thereunto,  by  their  owne  necessitye, 
when  yet  their  brethrens  necessitates  did  not  soe  farre,  prevayle  w*'»  them. 

John  Warham 

Kl'llKAIM    IIUITT 

John  Witchfeild 

In  y«  name  of  y*  Church 
Rec*d  this  answere  &  Ire 
21  Sept.  1640. 

M'  Huitts  Ire  w^h  it 
dateil  Sept.  15,  1040. 

Mr.  Pyneliou  took  from  the  middle  of  September  until  October  24 
to  prepare  a  protest  against  the  above  decision.  It  was  a  good 
specimen  of  special  pleading,  and  showed  what  his  published  works 
show,  —  a  keen  and  logical  mind,  and  a  sense  of  justice  which  not 
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even  the  ill-will  of  a  whole  province  c-oiikl  shake.     After  reviewing 
the  evidence  he  sums  up  by  saying :  — 

So  then  as  I  made  it  plaine  to  the  Cot,  w»  I  payd  to  y*  Indians,  viz.,  fi  sizet 
a  peck.  &  asked  noe  increase  of  tliat  price  appon  the  country,  soe,  also,  the  Co't 
manifested  tlieir  desire,  y*"  I  sliouhl  not  loose ;  &  therefore  it  is  added,  if  I  were 
force<l  hy  the  Indians  to  rayse  the  price,  then  the  Country-  must  rise  so  much. 
Vea  the  Cut  did  cut  off  all  hope  of  raysin}^  anythinge  into  my  purse,  though  I 
Mere  force<l  to  rayse  the  price  w**''  the  Indians,  because  I  am  usetl  to  receive  a 
certain  sett  sum  for  my  labo''  in  tradinge  (viz.  48  p  bushell  in  Wampani  at  3. 
a  penny)  as  a  servant,  &  not  to  rayse  any  further  gaines  into  my  purse,  as  a 
Merchant. 

In  short,  Mr.  Pynchon  conhl  not  make  any  money  by  raising  the 
price  of  corn  nndcr  the  contract ;  tlicreforo,  the  charge  against  him 
fails  to  give  a  motive  for  his  allege<l  shoil-c^omings. 

Mr.  Pynchon's  first  letter  to  Hartford,  informing  the  authorities 
of  tlie  unwillingness  of  the  Indians  to  bring  in  corn,  had  given  great 
offence,  because  it  contained  a  roconunendation  or  suggestion  as  to 
what  policy  to  ])ursue.  This  recommendation  also  figured  against 
Pynchon  at  Windsor.  '*  Can  a  church  or  any  else,"  adds  Mr.  Pyn- 
chon, ''  deny  mc  lil)erty  to  cxiK)und  my  own  thoughts  by  way  of 
advice  to  the  magistrates  ? "  The  case  reduces  itself  to  this  : 
Agawam  was  situat^^l  ui>on  the  lH>rder  of  the  planting-grounds. 
Mr.  Pvnchon  was  the  natural  man  to  furnish  Connecticut  with  corn ; 
he  made  a  contract  with  the  river  towns  bv  which  he  could  receive 
no  crommission  or  spei'idative  gains  whatever  the  price  might  be ;  he 
found  that  the  conditions  were  difficult  to  fulfil.  Captain  Mason, 
the  warrior,  was  then  sent  up  with  an  armed  force  to  trade,  and 
there  was  trou))le,  of  couiNe.  AVc  will  content  ourselves  with  but 
one  more  extract  from  Mr.  Pynclion's  protc»st,  detailing,  as  it  does, 
the  results  of  Cai)tain  Mason's  excursions  :  — 

If  the  Capt  had  gone  in  a  way  of  trade  oidy  to  the  Indians,  at  Messaco  & 
Paquannuk.  <&  other  plac'cs   nearc  yo"^  townes  \v*h  whome  I   had  noe  tradinge 
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in  come,  it   had   beene   more   tolerable.      This  had   been  dispensinge  w^^  the 
prori«o  in  the  order. 

Bnt  after  this  he  went  to  Woronoco,  &  amongst  our  Indians,  &  he  would 
alsoe  have  traded  w<^  tliem  at  Kamotuk  &  Pacomtuk,  such  Indians  w*'*  whome 
my  trade  mainly  lyes,  &  from  whome  I  expected  M-hat  I  was  likely  to  trade 
for  ye  Country.  Is  this  not  a  plaine  turninge  mee  out  of  the  saddle,  to  take 
the  Markett  out  of  my  hands  cyther  by  tradinge  w^  come  the  Indians  have 
to  tnule,  or  else  (w«>*  is  as  bad) ,  cominge  in  the  name  of  the  English  Sachems, 
laying  open  to  the  Indians,  the  wants  of  the  English,  &  pnttinge  Wampam 
uppon  them  on  trust,  to  put  the  Indians  uppon  such  new^  thoughts  &  consid- 
erations, y*  I  can  have  no  more  Come  from  them,  to  speak  off :  ffor  now  I 
tooke  notice  that  uppon  the  capt  cominge  upp  among  ye  Indians,  there  was 
such  a  hubbub,  or  strange  alteration  among  all  of  y^  neighbour  Indians,  that 
they  would  not  trade  soe  much  come  w***  mee  as  might  supply  ones  owne 
neceasetyes,  which  were  as  great  if  not  greater  than  yours. 

My  trader,  divers  of  my  familye,  &  Sundry  others  of  our  plantation,  felt  the 
smart  of  this  alteration  amonge  the  Indians,  &  hadd  good  cause  to  remember  it, 
as  well  as  myself e  to  this  day.  The  conditions  uppon  w*=*^  I  made  my  bargaine 
w^  the  Co'te  and  Country,  was,  (besides  tearmes  of  price)  that  the  wants  of 
the  Country  might  be  kept  secrett.  2.  The  price  kept  downe.  3.  that  none 
by  cominge  upp  to,  or  amongst  the  Indians  to  trade  come,  should  forestall  my 
Markett,  the  order  represses  two  of  these,  &  includes  the  third,  &  yett  all  these 
conditions  were  broken  by  the  Capt  and  that  Assembly  that  sett  him  on  Worke. 
I  do  verily  thinke  this,  (yet  I  should  be  gladd  to  see  any  grounds  to  alter  my 
thoughts),  that  the  plaine  and  true  English  of  the  matter  about  sendinge  up  the 
Capt  by  that  Assembly  then  is  this :  When  they  received  from  mee  tliat  letter, 
about  w«*»  such  adoe  is  made,  through  mistakinge,  if  not  pervertinge  my  mean- 
inge,  they  entertained  a  prejudice  ag**  mee  &  my  faythfulnesse,  about  the  trust 
reposed  in  mee.  This  prejudice  brought  their  minds  into  a  hurry  w^  Course  to 
take  for  y*'  Country es  supply,  and  their  minds  beinge  in  a  hurry,  they  intende<l 
not  the  true  intent  of  the  contract  w***  me,  cast  off  great  parte  of  their  hopes  of 
supply  from  mee,  supposinge  mee  not  faythfull  &  carofuU  enough,  seeking  mine 
owne  ends,  not  the  public.  Uppon  these  suppositiones,  &  jealousies,  they  con- 
sider it  needful  to  appoint  another  gen''all  trader  y*  might  more  speedily  and 
diligently  supply  the  Countryes  wantes,  and  soe  not  attending  the  first  contract 
w*  mee,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  proviso,  nor  yet  allowinge  due  & 
convenient  time,  to  try  w*  I  could  &  M-ould  have  done,  for  performance  of  the 
bargaine,  they  ran  into  such  disorder  &  injustice  as  I  now  complainc  off. 
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After  the  Windsor  church  had  coodemned  Mr.  Pynchon,  he  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Kliot  and  the  Hoxbury  church.  There  are  iudications 
that  he  and  his  witnesses  were  at  Roxbury  at  the  time  that  several  Con- 
necticut men  were  at  Charlestown.  At  any  rate,  the  Roxbury  church 
notified  Mr.  Pynchon's  accusers  when  they  were  at  the  Bay  that  the 
charges  were  being  examined  by  the  Roxbury  church,  which  after  a 
thorough  examination  completely  vindicated  Mr.  Pynchon.  ThuS' 
the  Connecticut  General  Court  and  the  Windsor  church  condemned 
Mr.  Pynchon,  and  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  and  the  Rox- 
bury church  stood  by  him. 

It  was  at  the  town-meeting  of  April  16,  1640,  that  the  important 
vote  was  passed  changing  the  name  from  Agawam  (which  was  the 
Indian  name  for  meadow)  to  Springfield,  after  Mr.  Pynchon's  Eng- 
lish home.  The  spelling  as  it  stands  on  the  record  is  "  Spring- 
feild." 

But  we  are  not  yet  done  with  the  complications  which  feelings  of 
mutual  distrust  had  precipitated  l)etwcen  Springfield  and  Connecticut. 
The  latter  showed  a  disposition  to  lay  claim  to  lands  over  the  Massa- 
chusetts line,  and  a  veritable  tempest  was  roused  by  the  Connecticut 
court,  which  passed  an  order  that  *'  Ed:  Hopkins,  Esqr.  now  Gover- 
uour,  shall  have  the  benefitt  and  liberty  of  free  trade  at  Woronocoa 
&  att  any  place  thereal>out,  uppon  the  River,  and  all  other  to  be  ve- 
streyued  for  the  terme  of  seaven  yeres,  and  the  land  to  be  purchased 
for  the  Comonwelth."  This  region,  which  is  the  site  of  Westfield, 
was  in  the  heai't  of  the  beaver  grounds.  As  soon  as  communication 
could  be  established  with  the  Bay  the  matter  was  fully  ventilated, 
and  this  letter  to  Connecticut  was  drawn  up  by  the  Massachusetts 
General  Court :  — 

It  is  greivos  to  us  to  inecte  w*'>  any  oocatiun  tliat  might  cause  diflference  to 
arise  betweeiio  yo''  people  &  us,  standing  in  so  near  relation  of  friendship,  neigfa- 
borliO(Ml.  &  Christianity.  esi)ecially :  therefor  o*"  study  is  (when  any  such  arise) 
to  labor  the  renioveing  of  them  upon  the  first  ap|>earance.  Now,  so  it  is,  that 
w  ec*  have  here  certified  that  you  have  given  leave  to  some  of  yo**  to  set  up  a 
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trading  house  at  Woronock,  w^^  is  known  to  bee  within  o*"  patent,  lying  as  much 
or  more  to  the  north  then  Springfeild.  Wee  heare  also,  that  you  have  granted  to 
Mr.  Robrt  Saltonstall  a  great  quantity  of  land,  not  far  beneath  Springfeild,  w«*> 
wee  conceive  also  to  belong  to  us.  Wee  desire  you  to  consider  of  it,  as  that  w<* 
we  apphend  to  bee  an  injury  to  us,  &  do  us  such  right  in  redresse  hereof  as  you 
would  ez]>ect  fro  us  in  a  like  case.  Wee  suppose  wee  shall  not  need  to  use  other 
argum** ;  wee  know  to  whom  wee  wright.  Wee  have  thought  meete  upon  these 
oceations  to  intimate  further  unto  you  that  wee  intend  (by  God's  help)  to  know 
the  certeinty  of  o""  limitts,  to  the  end  that  wee  may  neither  intrench  upon  the 
right  of  o*"  neighbors,  nor  suflPer  o'selves  &  o*"  posterity  to  bee  deprived  of  what 
rightly  belongetli  unto  us,  w^**  wee  hope  wilbee  without  offence  to  any ;  &  upon 
this  wee  may  have  some  ground  of  p''ceeding  in  o'^  further  treaty  w^^  you  about 
such  things  as  may  concerne  the  welfare  of  us  all. 

Governor  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Saltonstall  were  becoming  extensive 
traders,  and,  under  favor  of  the  Connecticut  colony,  were  in  a  fair 
way  to  isolate  Springfield  ;  and  the  above  protest  from  the  Bay  did  not 
appear  any  too  soon.  With  a  warehouse  built  by  Hopkins  at  AVoro- 
noco,  and  with  Saltonstall  enjoying  grants  of  land  "  neere  to  the  falls  " 
(Enfield  Falls) ,  the  plan  to  bring  the  trade  of  the  valley  to  the  door 
of  Hartford  was  well  under  way.  Considering  the  ill-feeling  at  this 
time,  one  may  well  be  impressed  at  the  diplomacy  that  strove  to 
loosen  the  tension  of  strained  relations,  by  way  of  deference,  shown  in 
the  expression,  *'  wee  know  to  whom  wee  wright." 

After  the  secession  from  Connecticut,  an  elaborate  paper  was 
drawn  up  by  the  Massachusetts  General  Court,  in  resi)onse  to  a 
humble  i>etition  sustaining  the  course.  The  petition  from  Springfield 
had  been  read  in  open  court  and  referred  to  a  committe,  whose  report 
in  favor  of  Springfield  was  accepted.  The  close  lines  of  argument 
on  which  this  controversy  was  drawn,  appear  in  this  reply  (June  2, 
1641)  to  the  Springfield  petition.  ''Said  commission "  spoken  of 
is  the  one  giving  iK)wer  to  Koger  Ludlow,  Pynchon,  and  others,  in 
163.5,  to  govern  Connecticut  for  one  year  ;  the  -' recitall "  refers  to 
the  letter  of  the  Connecticut  couunission  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
authonties :  — 
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It  is  hearby  declared,  — 

1.  That  the  said  passages  in  the  said  comission  (as  they  are  expressed  in  the 
petition)  are  misreoited,  so  as  the  true  scope  and  intention  is  thereby  altered ;  ait. 
1.  Whereas  the  words  in  the  comission  are,  they  are  resolved  to  transplant 
themselves,  in  the  recitall  it  is,  to  plant  themselves.  2.  In  the  comission  it  is 
said  that  those  noble  parsonages  have  interest  in  the  ryver,  &  by  vertue  of  their 
patent  do  require  jurisdiction  there ;  in  the  recitall  it  is,  tluit  wee  confesse  it  be- 
longeth  to  their  jurisdiction.  3.  In  the  comission  it  is  p*vided  this  may  not  bee 
any  pjudice  to  the  interest  of  those  noble  etc. :  in  the  recitall  it  is,  that  nothing 
should  bee  done  or  intended  to  the  p''dice  of  the  lords,  or  their  intendments. 

2.  Tliat  the  said  comission  was  not  granted  upon  any  intent  eitlier  to  dismise 
the  psons  fro  us,  or  to  determine  anything  about  the  limits  of  jurisdiction,  the 
interest  of  the  lands  &  o*^  uwne  limits  being  as  then  uiiknowne ;  therefore  it  was 
granted  onely  for  one  yeare;  &  it  may  rather  appeare,  by  o**  granting  such  a 
comission,  &  thier  accepting  of  it,  as  also  that  clause,  viz.  Till  some  other  course 
were  taken,  by  mutuall  consent,  etc.  that  wee  intended  to  reserve  an  interest 
there  upon  the  ryver,  &  tluit  themselves  also  intended  to  stand  to  the  condition  of 
the  first  licence  of  departure  given  to  the  most  of  them,  m'^i^  was,  tlmt  they  should 
remaine  still  of  o'^  bo<lv. 

3.  For  those  argumts  y^^  they  draw  from  those  articles  certified  in  tlie  peti- 
tion, wee  answer,  tliat  they  were  proi)Oundeil  and  drawen  out  onely  by  some  of 
the  raag^strats  of  each  party  without  any  onler  or  alowance  of  this  Court;  and 
therefore  (whatsoever  those  magistrats  might  intend  thereby)  the  intend  of  the 
Court  cannot  be  gathereil  from  anything  tlierein ;  but  in  those  articles  w<^  were 
agitated  and  brought  to  some  issue  in  o^  Genrall  Court,  in  the  4^>*  mo  1638,  when 
their  commissioners  were  present,  Springfeild,  then  called  Agawam  was  cla}ined 
by  the  Court  (though  by  occasion  of  some  private  speach  &c)  to  belong  to  us ; 
and  it  was  then  agreed  by  the  Court,  and  yielded  unto  by  their  commissioners 
that  so  much  of  the  ryver  of  Conecte*^  as  should  fall  w"'  the  line  of  o*"  patent 
should  continew  within  our  jurisdiction  (and  it  was  then  taken  for  granted  that 
Springfeild  would  isM  to  us  witliout  question)  and  those  articles  liad  then  beene 
fully  agreed  on  betweene  the  Court  and  their  commission"',  had  there  not  beene 
some  question  about  them  gninting  us  free  passage  up  the  river,  in  regard  of  the 
lords'  interest  (as  they  alleilged). 

It  is  now  hearby  ordered,  that  Willi;  Pinchen.  gent,  for  this  yeare  shall  hear- 
by  liave  full  power  and  authority  to  govern  the  inhabitants  at  Springfeild ;  and  to 
heare  ami  determine  all  causes  and  offenses,  both  civill  and  criminall,  that  reach 
not  to  life,  limbs  or  banishment  according  to  the  lawes  heare  established,  etc. 
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This  decree  stood  practically  uudisputed,  but  it  left  the  question 
of  river  commerce  oi>en  as  a  fruitful  source  of  further  coutentiou. 
Duriug  the  two  yeai*s  subsequeut  to  Springfield's  declaration  of  in- 
dependence from  Connecticut,  it  had  little  connection  with  the  Bay. 
Its  |X)sition  had  been  unique  ;  it  was  not  included  in  any  tax-rates 
levied  at  Boston,  and  was  not  represented  at  the  General  Court  by 
deputies  or  by  the  presence  of  a  magistrate.  Mr.  Pynchon  was  not 
elected  an  assistant  until  1(543,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  at- 
tended court  even  that  year.  Springfield  did  not  figure  in  the  official 
list  of  towns  included  in  the  four  shires  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Pynchon  continued  to  be  annually  reelected  an  assistant  from 
1643  until  the  ti*oublous  times  of  1650.  IVlr.  Pynchon  was  also 
regularly  chosen  magistrate,  as  appears  by  this  vote,  passed  in 
September,  1643:  — 

Commission  was  granted  Mr.  Willi:  Pincheon,  gent.,  for  this  year  ensuing,  & 
till  y«"  Co''t  take  furtlier  order,  that  hearby  liee  shall  have  full  power  to  goVne, 
ac<*ording  to  former  order  in  1641,  onely  to  try  causes  by  a  jury  of  6  men,  if  12 
cannot  conveniently  bee  had. 

Mr.  Pynchon  had  not  abandoned  the  beaver  trade.  He  paid  a 
license  to  the  General  Court  for  special  trading  privileges.  One 
would  say  there  had  been  sotne  discussion  alK>ut  the  amount  of  the 
license  from  this  onler  at  the  September  session  of  1643  at  Boston  : 
»*  Mr.  Pinchen  is  ordered  to  pay  for  his  beaver  trade  from  the  time 
of  the  runing  of  the  line."  This  evidently  refers  to  the  line  between 
the  two  colonies,  which  was  shortly  after  the  order  of  1641. 

For  some  reason  still  unexi)lained,  it  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of 
1647  that  Springfield  was  included  in  any  of  the  official  lists  of 
Massachusetts  towns,  and  this,  curiously  enough,  was  for  brands  on 
horses  for  each  town,  "  ordered  to  be  set  upon  one  of  y*  nere 
q'trs."  There  were  five  towns  in  the  colony  then  beginning  with 
**  S,"  and  the  Springfield  brand  was  a  monogram  composed  of  a 
small  ''  s"  and  '*  p." 
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Mr.  Pvuchoii's  iaflucnce  over  the  local  Indiaus  was  never  lost, 
althou<rli  he  did  not  have  an  exalted  idea  of  the  stabilitv  of  the 
savage.  In  a  letter  to  Governor  Winthrop  about  this  time,  he 
savs :  — 

My  advise  is  tliat  neuther  you  nor  the  river  [Coniieeticut]  should  do  anything 
else  but  use  dilatory  nicanes,  for  1  perceive  the  nature  of  the  Indians  is  uppon 
every  like  occasion  to  be  much  provokeil  with  the  desyer  of  revenge,  but  if 
nieanes  of  delay  be  usiil  but  a  while,  the  eilgc  of  their  revengeful  desyer  will 
soon  be  cooled.  I  jwrceive  they  are  carefull  of  this,  not  to  begin  first  with  the 
English,  but  they  make  account.  If  the  English  begin  first  with  them,  to  doe  great 
matte  r.»«. 

Thanks  to  Mr.  Pynchon's  sagacity,  the  Indian  iwrtion  of  our 
narrative  is  uneventful  for  some  years.  The  relations  of  the  Con- 
necticut towns  witli  the  savages  were  not  so  assuring  at  this  time. 
A  sliort  time  before  this  letter  of  Mr.  Pynchon,  the  General  Court 
at  Hartford  (Septem)K»r,  1(542)  began  an  enactment  with  the  words, 
*'  Forasnuich  as  the  Indians  growe  insolent  and  combyne  themselves 
togatlier." 

During  the  years  H)40— 13  a  dozen  or  more  new  men  arrived 
at  Springfield,  the  most  notable  of  whom  being  Deacon  Samuel 
Chapin  and  Elizur  Ilolyoke.  There  were  also  in  this  list  Thomas 
Cooper,  Rowland  and  Thomas  Stebbins,  and  William  Warriner. 
Sanmel  Chapin  became  very  [)rominent  both  in  town  and  church.  A 
man  of  affairs  and  a  typical  Puritan,  he  was  frequently  made  select- 
man, held  i)ositions  of  trust,  and  was  the  founder  of  a  line  of 
deacons  running  even  to  our  day.  Thomas  CoojHjr  also  was  a 
useful  uian,  a  good  figliter,  and  was  held  in  great  esteem  in  this 
valley.  His  pei*sonal  influence  with  the  natives  was  great,  and 
it  was  his  over-confidence  in  their  fidelity  to  Springfield  which 
eventually  cost  him  his  life.  Elizur  Holyoke  was  a  young  man.  but 
he  soon  develoi>ed  the  sterling  qualities  that  have  been  transmitteil 
to  a  family  of  great  imi)ortance  in  New  Kngland. 

The  second  immigration  to  Springfield  during  this  |>erioil  was  the 
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deteriniuiug  event  in  onr  plantation  history.  The  first  arrivals  ont- 
side  of  Mr.  Pvuc-heon's  inunediate  family  and  personal  friends  were 
ignorant  and  adventurous.  Both  John  Cable  and  John  Burr,  as  we 
have  seen,  soon  gave  up  the  struggle  and  drifted  down  the  river,  and 
new  blood  was  an  imperative  necessity. 

This  period  was  full  of  the  smaller  complications  of  pioneer 
life,  and  was,  upon  the  whole,  anything  but  propitious.  It  is 
recorded  in  February,  1040,  that  Ooody  Gregory,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Gregory,  who  had  only  been  connected  with  the  settlement 
about  a  year,  was  accused  by  John  Woodcock  of  '"  swearing  before 
God  I  couhl  break  thy  head."  She  did  not  attempt  any  defence, 
and  was  fined  12(/.,  in  default  of  which  she  was  to  sit  three  hours 
in  the  stocks.  The  fine  was  much  below  the  amount  prescribed  in 
the  colonial  laws  for  this  otfence.  One  of  the  new  arrivals,  Samuel 
Hubbard,  was  licensed  to  keep  an  ordinary,  the  vote  being  passed 
in  town  meeting.  He  was  also  commissioned  to  "  lay  out  all  lotts" 
in  the  plantation.  John  Leonard  (March,  1640)  wms  ap[)ointed 
sur\'eyor  to  ''  See  y*  high  wayes  cleered  and  kept  in  repay er  of  all 
stubbs  sawpitts  or  tymber."  Henry  Smith  and  Thomas  ^lirrick  were 
given  ix)wer  (April,  1G40)  ''to  rcstrayne  y®  Indians  from  breaking 
up  any  new  grownde  or  from  planting  any  y*  was  broakeu  up  y* 
last  yeare,  alsoe  for  y  swampe  that  is  in  y'*  neck  they  are  to  pitch 
up  sUikes  y^  soe  y  Indians  may  be  limited  &  restrayned  from  enlarg- 
ing y"'selves  in  y*  swamp.  Mr.  Moxon  is  desired  to  joyne  with  you 
in  this  aete."  The  importance  of  the  marsh  was  further  magnified 
by  the  opening  of  a  highway  in  the  spring  of  1040  across  "  y* 
bessekey  meddowe  betwixt  Richard  Everits  Lott  «fc  y^  w*^''  was 
Thomas  Woodford  Lott  the  way  to  l>e  2  rod  in  bredth."  This,  we 
take  it,  was  State  street.  It  had  been  voted,  in  10;58,  that  land 
for  a  highway  be  reserved  ''  out  of  the  Marish  ground  of  Thomas 
Woodford's  Lott.'* 

The  provision  about  canoe  trees  was  broadened  in  1640  ])y  an 
order  that  none  shoidd  be  sold  to  parties  outside  the  plantation.     In 
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I)eeeiiil>er,  we  find  that  **Tliere  is  leave  gruntecl  to  Mr.  Ilolly- 
oke,  William  Wairener  iK:  Heurv  Hurt  to  seeke  out  for  v'  use  each 
of  them  a  Cannoe  Tree."  Warriuer  made  bad  use  of  this  permit, 
and  was  subsequently  fined  for  selliug  his  eauoe.  In  1641  oixlei-s 
were  passed  requiring  fire  laddei*s  with  '•  !<»  rungs  or  steps  at  least" 
at  each  house,  and  against  carrying  fire  uncovered  through  the 
streets.  It  was  during  this  year  that  the  irrepressible  John  Wooil- 
cock  scored  a  nominal  victory  over  Henry  (iregory  in  two  suits  for 
slander  al»out  some  hogs,  the  damages  being  \0s.  and  costs.  Upon 
hearing  the  award  (Gregory  was  very  indignant  at  the  figures,  and 
exclaimed :  *'  1  marvel  with  what  conscience  the  jury  can  give 
such  damages ;  seeinge  in  the  case  of  John  Seai-les  I  had  of  him  but 
twenty  shillings  for  three  slandei-s."  Mr.  Moxon  interfered,  charg- 
ing Gregory  to  ""take  heed!  take  heetl  I "  This  case  was  tried 
before  a  jury  of  six,  with  Mr.  Pynchon  *x&  magistrate ;  and  in  a 
communitv  where  the  means  of  divei*sion  were  few,  Pynchon's  room 
probably  contained  a  gooilly  number  of  absorbed  spectators.  The 
infoiTuality  which  permitted  the  interference  of  the  minister  to  pro- 
tect judge  and  jury  from  the  outburst  of  an  angry  suitor-at-law  is 
only  equalled  in  interest  to  us  by  the  effect  of  the  admonition  uiK>n 
the  offender.  He  ceased  complaining  that  the  market  value  of 
scandals  had  gone   up.  and   humbly   acknowledged   his   fault. 

Running  along  for  some  yeai*s  appear  e\idences  of  a  close  attention 
to  business  and  lalK)r.  On  the  part  of  the  town  wages  were  re- 
peatedly changed  to  meet  the  conditions.     In  1(542  we  find  that  — 

It  18  onlcreti  bv  v  Jovnt  consent  of  v*^"  Inhabitants  of  %**  Pbintation  for  v* 

»      »  •  •  *  • 

orcU'ringe  of  Savers  wages  that  workmen  of  y*  nature  shall  sawe  henceforth  at  3» 
S(l  per  for  l)oards  &  4s  5il  p  for  slitworke,  y  t\Tiiber  to  be  brought  home  to  j** 
pit  hewen  &  made  reaily  Jt  if  y«  sd  workmen  shall  sawe  tymber  &  sell  y^  lN>anis 
they  shall  not  exceed  y*"  price  of  (>s  <>d  p  pvided  y*  If  y*  Pit  be  made  within  y 
space  of  distance  y'  is  betwixt  Mr  I*yiiclion's  house  &  Sam:  Wrightu  it  shall  be 
accounte«l  as  in  v**  towne. 

A  little  later  is  this  provision  :  — 
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Whereas  ther  was  a  clawse  in  a  former  order  dated  December  24,  1641,  alow- 
inge  husbandmen  or  ordinary  laborers  for  4  moiithH  in  y*"  winter  pt  of  y*  yeare 
1S<1  p  day  it  18  therefore  y"  <lay  above  so  onlered  by  y«=  gem^rall  voate  y^  all  snch 
husbandman  or  laborers  shall  not  exceede  Kkl  p  day  for  tyme  to  come  &  to 
worke  8  bowers  as  in  y"^  former  order  exp'essed. 

These  town  acts  remind  one  of  the  McFlngal  couplet :  — 

*'  Or  trinmphs  at  town  meeting  made 
On  passing  votes  to  regulate  trade." 

One  of  the  fii'st  buildings  put  up  after  the  pioneers  had  been 
housed  was  a  saw-mill  on  Mill  river,  a  temporary  bridge  being 
thrown  across  the  stream.  In  the  spring  of  lG4.'i  this  was  substi- 
tuted for  a  more  su)>stautial  one.  The  order  was  passed  at  the 
March  ineetmg :  — 

It  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  bridge  &  high  way  made  to  y<^  mill  for  y* 
passadge  of  Carts  &  Cattell  those  y*  were  wantinge  in  y''  worke  of  y  former 
bridge  to  make  it  up  in  y^  &  then  to  goe  througli  y«  towne  every  man  his  day  & 
what  is  done  by  every  man  to  be  kept  on  account  &  to  be  made  even  when  they 
make  v*  wav  over  y*  meddowe. 

In  January,  lfi42,  a  second  division  of  planting-ground  was 
<lecreed.  The  apportionments  "'  p'^vided  that  those  y'  have  broaken 
up  ground  there  shall  have  allowance  for  it  as  2  indifferent  men 
shall  Judge  equall.  Single  persons  are  to  have  8  rod  in  bredth 
maryed  psons  10  rod  in  bredth,  bigger  faiiiilys  12  rod  to  )>egin 
upward  at  y*  edge  of  y*"  hill  "  (Chestiuit  street) .     Here  is  the  list :  — 


Ii<)d  Bredth 

John  Woodcock 

s 

Wid:   Searle 

10 

Kobrt  A  sidy 

OK 

John  Deeblc 

08 

Kowl:   Stebbines 

10 

Tho:   Stebbines 

H 

as 
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KtMibredih. 

Sam:   IliiUhanl 

lo 

Tho:   Mirack 

10 

Sam:   Wright 

1(1 

Hen:  Burt 

12 

Hen:  Smith 

2«.»  111  of  wch  is  for  Mr.  Moxon 

Will :  Warener 

10 

Rich:  Sikes 

lo 

Will:   Horton 

10 

John  lA*onanl 

10 

Hen:  iJrigory 

8 

Eliz:  Hollvoke 

10 

One  year  later  (Jan.   2r.,   U)43).  Henry  Smith,  Elizur  Holyoke, 
Henry  Burt,   Samuel   Chapin,   Riehanl   Sikes,  and  Thomas  Mirriek 
were  chosen  to  lay  out  llie  lauds.  ••  Ujth  of  upland  and  nie<ldowt'  on 
%"*  other  side  of  v'  trreate  river    where   v^    Indians  live    anil   all  \* 
meddowe  on   Airirawani  soe  far  as  shall  amount  to  an  hundred   & 
fifty  acres,  alottin<re  to  every  p'sent  Inhabitant   his  p'iM>rtion  of  these 
meddowe   <rrouu<l>  an<l   in   y'  uplande  for  .*»n  familyes  of  plantinge 
ground  to  l>e  distrihiite<l  to  every  psou  his  p|M>rtionable  quantity  as 
shall  he  hy  y*^  choM*n   psous  thought   sutahle  to  \**  psons   «&  estates 
of  y'    psent   Inhahitauts.   soe  farr  as    y*^    disen^sion    of  y*  s'*  psons 
shall  le:i«l   v"'."     It  was  also  voted  ••  V*   foresd  <*»  men  shall  see  Mr. 
Pvuchou  satisfvd  for  v'  purchas  of  v'  lands  of  v"  Plantation   before 
any  man   is   possessed  of  them.''     This   allotment  was  finally  com- 
pleted ami  rei>orted  to  the  town  April  (»,  ir»4.*i.    The  record  reads:  — 

A  liiit  of  v  Alotnients  of  iilaiitiii:;  lotts  as  thev  were  cast  w»*»  v*"  order  how 

•  ft  •  • 

men  «1<k*  full,  hegiiininge  at  v  tMuls  of  y  so  nnl  lotts  y'  face  to  y**  greate  River 
Mr.  Moxon  i**  to  havi-  v*  tir<i  hv  consent  of  v'  Plantation. 


AtTi-J* 

Mr  Moxon 

Is 

Tho:   ( 'oojKT 

.'» 

Tho:   Sifhhins 
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2  lotl 


2  lott 


Acres. 

Tho:   Stebbiii8 

n 

(tooil   l^riilginaii 

11 

Sam:   (')iapiMi 

io.i 

HUh  Sikes 

08 

Ktiwl;   Stebbins 

11 

Sam   Iliibbanl 

or. 

Kli:   IloUvok 

• 

:u 

IIiMi:    Hurt 

\'A 

Mr  l*viifbon 

so 

Hobt    Asbly 

17 

J  IK)  Leonard 

m 

Sam:   Ihibbanl 

loi 

Will:   Wareiier 

.sd 

Ak'X:    K(l wards 

11 

\\v\\:   Smith 

4.-.i 

Tho:   Mirack 

12} 

Jon  Dover 

05 

Sam:   Wrij^fht 

1;$} 

Jno  Deeble 

♦!} 

Roger  Prichanl 

05 

Thib  allotment  was  soon  *'  disunullod  tigayne."  One  cause  of 
trouble  may  have  been  the  takinj^  into  consideration  the  estates  and 
im|K)rtance  of  the  inliabitants  in  apportioning  these  lands.  The 
wonder  is  that  this  rule  worked  at  all.  There  are  certain  expressions 
oc-<-urring  a  little  lat<»r,  sucli  as,  *-  as  the  lotl.s  doe  fall,"  which  lead  to 
the  iM'lief  that  the  planters  finally  *'  drew  cnts,"  :is  the  l>oys  say,  for 
their  land;  but  certainly  in  this  year  the  rule  was  '*  Unto  him  that 
hath  shall  be  given."  On  the  page  following  the  above-given  list  are 
two  apjKirtionments  which  seem  to  have  stood  the  test  of  the  ages. 
They  aj*e  as  follows  :  — 


Lot»  ca?«ts  for  medduw  grownd  on  Agawam  side  where  \»  2  ptis  of  y  quantity 
to  be  divided. 
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Acre*. 

Mr  Moxoii 

S 

KU:   Holyoke 

U 

Mr  Pviichoii 

• 

Wl     (alowani^e  H  acrefl) 

Will  Wsirent'r 

02     2  ac-res 

2  lot 

Snin:   lluhburd 

01 

Rich  Sikt»s 

01 

Hen  Smith 

17 

Sam:   Wrijrlit 

2h 

Tho:  Mirack 

04 

Kowl:  Stehbins 

024 

2  1ut 

Th:  Stt'bbiiw 

oiA 

Jno.  Dober 

01 

J:  Bridgman 

03 

Alex:  EdM-ards 

03 

Jno:   Deeble 

01 

Jno:   Leonard 

02 

Hen:  Burt 

02 

Sam:  C'hni>en 

01 

Ro:  Ashlv 

• 

04i 

Tho:  Cooper 

02 

Tho:  Stebins 

01 

Sam:  Hubbard 

02 

lOS 
Lott8  on  y«  other  side  of  y*  greate  river  for  meddow 


Acrei* 

Rowl:   StebbinA 

14 

Rich:  Sikes 

1 

Will:   Warener 

1 

Robt:  Ashly 

2* 

Mr  Pynchon 

if;4 

Tho:  Cooper 

01 

Hen:  Burt 

on 

Alex:   KdwardH 

nl4 

Sam:   Hubbard 

2  lot 

(M)4 

Tho:   Stobbins 

2  lot 

0*^1 

John  Leonard 

ou 
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Acrt'i*. 

Sum:   Hubbard 

01 

Hen:   Sinitb 

01) 

J:   Bridgnmn 

024 

Jno:    Deeble 

01 

Tho:   Mirack 

01-1 

Juo.  Dober 

ooi 

Sam:   Wrigbt 

01^ 

Tho:   Stebbiiis 

004 

Ell:  Holyoke 

07 

Sam:  Chapeii 

004 

Mr  Moxon 

04 

r>7i 

The  year  1640  closed  with  SpringfieUrs  lirst  recorded  marriage,  the 

new  arrival,  Elizur  llolyoke,  leading  to  the  altar   Mary  Pynchoii, 

daughter  of  William  Pynchoii.     llolyoke  was  a  man  of  no  ordinary 

force  of  character,  and  the  event  must  have  made  an  impression  upon 

the  swains  of  the  valley.   Within  a  few  months  after  his  arrival  he  had 

won  the  most  lovely  maiden  of   her  day,  if  tradition  is  accepted, 

and  the  match   carried   with  it  sundry  considerations  of  a  worldly 

nature.     Holyoke  was  alx)ut  twenty- two  years  of  age.     He  had  been 

bom  near   ••Tamworth  Tower  and  town,"  in  Warwickshire,  Eng., 

and  had  come  to  New  P^ngland  with  his  father,  Edward  Holyoke. 

His  marriage  was  followed  by  the  assignment  of  a  very  desirable  lot 

(i>etween  Worthington  and  Bridge  streets).    His  father-in-law's  large 

lot  bounded  him  on  the  north,  and   Henry  Smith,  who  had  married 

Ann  Pynchou  before  the  settlement  of  Springlield,  was  on  the  south. 

Holyoke   also  received,  according  to  custom,  allotments  of  meadow 

and  upland  opposite  his  lot  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  as  well 

as  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut,  and  planting-grounds 

elsewhere.     It  was  a  happy  event,  and  hundreds  of  descendants  in 

America  hold  in  reverence  the  Elizur  and  Mary  Holyoke,  who,  in  a 

dark  hour  of  Springfield's  history,  refused  to  return  to  England  and 
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give  up  the  >tnig<rle  for  iniistery  in  this  valley.  Their  bones  now 
rest  in  om*  beautiful  cemetery.  It  is  well  written  ui>on  Mary 
1 1 ol yoke's   tombstone  :  — 

SIkh*  v'  l\e>  heorc  Mas  while  she  skhkI 
A  MTV  L'lorv  of  wuniHiihood. 


C  HAFIKR  V. 

The  First  Boaixl  of  Selectmen.  — Ccntr.ilizatiou.  —  Mr.  Moxon's  Ministrj'.  —  The  First 
Meet in;^- House.  —  A  I.onjt^  Sermon. — A  Tax-List.  —  Fencing  Hou^o-Lots.  —  The 
**  Longe  McjUIowc."  —  KcAisal  to  make  Fences.  —  Plant  injr-CIrounils  on  tlie  West  Side* 
—  Social  t'a^tf.  —  Marriajjos  of  Hii;rh  Parson**  ami  of  John  Py  nclion. 

Thk  provisional  and  experimental  elenientn  bejrin  to  give  way  to  a 
certain  regularity  in  the  methods  of  government.  In  September, 
ir,44,  the  town-meeting  took  the  important  step  of  intrusting  the 
management  of  affairs  to  a  committee.  For  eight  years  the  town  had 
Wen  governed  without  selectmen. 

The    names    of    the    first   hoard    were  :     Henrv    Smith,    Thomas 

('<M>per,   Samuel   Chapin,   Richard   Sikes,   and   Henry   Hurt.     These 

townsmen  were  given  power  for  one  year  to  '•  prevent  anyt-liing  they 

shall  jtidge  to  be  to  y*"  damage  of  y'*  Towne,  or  to  order  anything 

they  shall  judge  to  be  for  y^  good  of  y'  town  ;   &  in  these  affairs  they 

sluill  have  power  for  a  yeers  si)ace  ;  '*  to  these  five  or  any  three  of  them 

^t»>i  given  power  to  '"  serv  complaintes,  to  Arbitrate  controversies,  to 

Kv  (Hit  high  wayes,  to  make  Bridges,  to  repayer  High  waies,  espe- 

^^iJ^ly  to  order  y"  making  of  y*'  way  over  y'  Marshie  meddow,  to  se  to 

Tscowering  y'  diti-hes,  &  to  y"  killing  of  wolves,  tfc  U)  y'  training  of 

^<ihildren  in  some  good  caling,  or  any  other  thing  they  shall  judge 

to  ht»  y  p'fitt  of  y^"  Towne." 

file  new  selectmen,  unless  we  exc(»pt    Henry  Smith,  were  compara- 

"^*^ly  young  and  poor,  so  far  as  having   any  estate,    independent   of 

^"*'  lauds  voted  them  by  the  tow  n,  was  concerned.     The  placing  of  so 

i^^^eli  discretionary  ix)wer  in  the  hands  of  any    set  of  men  shows  the 

^^»rking  of  a  tendency  that  grew  rapidly  and  naturally  out  of  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  democracy,  under  the  most  favoi-able  conditions  known  in 
history.  Th(  m:isses  may  protest  against  centralizing  the  functions 
of  government ;  but  when  tliev  assume  those  functions  themselves, 
the  very  first  tendency  that  is  develo[jed  is  this  self-same  drift  toward 
the  centre. 

Town  rates  in  1045  were  based  i\\Hm  house-lots  only.  The  town 
met  the  last  Thiu'sday  in  each  month,  and  notices  of  special  meetings 
given  on  lecture  day  were  considered  legal  warnings.  The  penalty  for 
absence,  or  for  lea\ing  town-meetings  during  the  session  without  a 
permit,  was  ''  halfe  a  bushell  of  Indian  corne  for  every  such  defect.'* 
Numberless  instancies  of  caution  on  the  pait  of  these  ])rimitive 
publicists  abound  in  the  reconl-books.  Every  householder  was  re- 
(piired  to  '•  carefully  attend  y*  sweepinge  of  liis  chimney  once  every 
mouth  for  y^  winter  tym(»,  and  once  in  two  months  in  y*  summer 
tyme."  If  a  man  neglected  this  injunction,  the  town  swept  the 
chiuniev  for  him  at  his  expense. 

yiw  Moxoifs  ministry  liad  proved  a  great  success.  Not  that  he 
was  nota))ly  a  man  of  parts,  but  he  seemed  to  have  just  tlie  elements 
which  kept  in  clieck  tlie  uneasy  spirits  tliat  were  inevitably  drawn  into 
adveutuivsome  enterprises  of  tins  sort.  lie  was  educated  at  Cam- 
bridge rniversity,  Kng.,  graduating  from  Sidney  College  in  1623,  and 
he  was  at  Dorchester  for  a  while  before  moving  to  Springfield. 

There  is  a  passage  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pynchon  tf)  Governor  Win- 
throp,  writtiu  in  1(144,  that  has  a  genuine  flavor  of  devout  faith  in  the 
cause  of  the  gospel,  which  is  added  here  the  more  readily  because 
the  (•oucerns  of  Imsiiiess  and  trade  have  been  connected  so  continu- 
ouslv  with  Pvnehon's  name,  that  one  might  fancv  that  his  grand  mo- 
tive  in  coining  to  New  Kngland  was  simply  to  pluck  plums  of  gohl. 
He  says :  '*  I  praise  God  we  are  all  in  gcxnl  health  &  in  |)eace  in  our 
plantation  ;  &  the  Lord  hath  added  .some  .'^  ov  4  yonge  men  out 
of  the  River,  that  are  godly,  to  us  lately  :  &  the  Lord  has  givately 
blessed  >r.  Moxoif s  ministrv,  to  the  conversion  of  numv  soules  that 

•  ft. 

are  lately  added  to  our  church,  tX:  hetherto  the   I^rd  hath  presen'eii 
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US  in  iKjace  from  enhnies."  Mr.  Pyncliou,  in  simple  faith,  waiU^d  for 
the  grace  of  God  to  have  its  j>erfect  work  iipoii  such  of  liis  associates 
as  were  not  members  of  tlie  eliurch  ;  we  know  how  thov  of  the  liav 
were  continually  giving  the  divine  agency  an  inii)etus  by  way  of 
punishments  \isited  upon  those  not  dis^xised  to  hasten  into  the  fohl. 
The  Boston  authorities,  in  their  attempt  to  stamp  out  heresy  by  clos- 
ing the  mouth  of  Error,  had  only  invited  an  ill-feeling  which  often 
came  out  at  the  public  meetings,  and  sometimes  found  expression  in 
harsh  wonls  against  the  ministers  themselves.  For  these  offences  a 
fine  was  imposed,  and  upf)n  a  rejK»tition  of  the  same  it  was  decreed 
that  the  offender  should  stand  ''  two  bowers  openly  upon  a  blocke  of 
fower  foote  high  on  a  lecture  da}',  with  a  pai)er  fixed  on  his  breast 
with  this  :  A  Wanton  GosrELLEU,  written  in  ca[)itall  letters,  y*  others 
may  feare  &  be  ashamed  of  breaking  out  into  the  like  wickedness." 
This  law  was  over  Springfield  like  other  Massachusetts  towns,  but  it 
is  not  known  that  the  plantation  took  advantage  of  its  privileges. 

Probably  nothmg  in  the  history  of  the  plantation  caused  deeper  grat- 
ification than  the  definite  prospect  of  owning  a  house  of  worship,  —  not 
thatched  like  many  of  the  houses  on  the  street,  but  a  veritable  framed 
and  windowed  temple  in  the  wilderness.  It  was  in  February,  104 '>, 
that  the  contitict  was  made  in  open  town-meeting  for  the  building  of 
the  first  Springfield  ineeting-house.  P^ach  inhabitant  was  to  furnish 
twenty-eight  days'  work,  ^'  when  he  shall  be  required  by  him  who  shall 
undertake  y*  buildinge  of  it."  No  inhabitant  could  be  forc(»d  to  work 
more  than  six  consecutive  days.  Thomas  Cooper  contracted  with  the 
town  for  the  work,  and  it  was  satisfactorily  performed.  The  building 
was  M)  X  25  feet  in  size,  "  9  foote  betwixt  joynts,  double  studded," 
and  had  two  lai*ge  windows  on  either  side,  and  a  smaller  whidow  at 
each  end.  There  was  a  large  door  on  the  south  side,  and  two  smaller 
doors  elsewhere.  Joists  were  laid  for  a  irallerv  when  it  could  be  af- 
forded.  The  roof  was  shingled,  and  was  broken  by  two  towers,  one 
for  a  bell  and  one  for  a  "•  watch-hoif^se."  The  underpinning  was 
stone '' dawl>ed "  in   the  old  style.     C(M>i)er   received   *' fower  score 
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pownds,"  whieli  wiis  paid  in  (juaiterly  iiistalinents  of  '"  wheate,  pease, 
|M>rke,  wjinipam,  dt^ptos,"  and  labor  above  the  twenty-eiglit  days  re- 
(|nired  of  each  inliabitant.  Mr.  Cooper  had  nntil  Septenil>er,  l<)46,to 
fnllil  this  contract,  but  tlie  last  stroke  was  done  by  the  Marcli  previous. 
William  Pynchon  and  Henry  Smith  signed  in  February,  1G44,  this 
document  :  — 

Aci'onliiij^i'  to  trust  imposed  on  us.  the  partys  undernamed  by  y**  plantation  :  we 
ha VI'  treateil  w'"  Thomas  Sii»bl)nis  and  ffraneis  Ball,  for  the  purchas  of  a  parsell 
of  ^r«)wnd  of  them  in  they  re  house  lotts  next  the  river.  W*'»  ffrancis  Ball  we 
have  agreed  for  one  acrre  of  grownd.  and  to  give  him  two  acres  for  it,  in  recom- 
])ense,  in  his  second  lott  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  :  with  Thomas  Stebbines  we 
have  agreed  for  one  acre  and  an  halfe,  of  w«'»  we  have  conditioned  to  have  2 
rod  in  l)redth  to  y*"  meeting  house :  and  in  recompense  of  tliis  acre  &  halfe,  we 
agree  to  give  him  3  acres  of  land  a  Ijoyning  to  his  third  greate  lott  on  y»'  other  side 
of  y  greate  river. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  early  local  scene  that  so  challenges  our 
ciniosity  and  cordial  .sympathy  as  this  when  the  pioneers  gathered  in 
their  new  house,  with  Mr.  Pynchon  sitting  under  the  pulpit  and  Mr. 
Moxon  offering  thanks ;  while  the  voice  of  praise  rose  from  a  full- 
hearti'd  though  small  congregation.  There  can  be  counted  in  that  mem- 
orable gathering  no  less  than  sixteen  men,  foiniders  of  families,  and 
from  them  have  ct»me  thou.sands  of  descendants,  through  each  line  of 
whi(di  run  the  distinctive  traits  of  mintl  and  heart  that  were  the  mak- 
ing of  Springtield.  It  had  been  said  at  Boston  and  it  had  been  said 
at  Hartford  that  the  Agawam  settlement  would  not  hold  out;  and  it 
did  take  nearly  a  <lecade  of  lonely  toil  to  secure  a  footing. 

.Mr.  .Moxon's  connection  with  the  witch  excitement  of  Springfield 
has  led  to  the  ernuieous  conclusion  that  he  was  a  weak  and  a  su|K*r- 
stitious  person.  Those  who  have  deciphered  his  senmms  and  have 
examined  the  meagre  traces  of  his  teachinics  come  to  a  far  diffeivnt 
conclusion,  lie  was  what  might  be  called  an  exhaustive  preacher. 
He  always  followed  out  an  elaboraU'  scheme  of  sermonizing,  covering 
about  all  that  could  be  said  upon  his  subject,  dividing  and  sulMlividiiig 
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his  topic  with  recklesH  priMligality  of  time  ;  and,  if  the  sermon  hour 
closed  before  tiie  sermon  did,  lie  simply  iiimonnced  that  the  discourse 
would  Ik»  c<;ntinued  upon  the  Sabhjith  followino:.  It  had  happened 
back  in  1040,  when  William  Pynchon  w:us  at  log<ferheads  with  the 
Windsor  church,  and  the  heavens  hung  low  witli  clouds  spiritual  and 
teniiKJral,  that  he  felt  called  upon  to  fortif}'  the  position  of  his  little 
congregation  bv  the  text :  "  Comfort  your  hearts,  and  stablish  you  in 
every  goo<l  word  and  work"  (2  Thess.  ii,  17).  Here  was  a  vast 
subject.  It  touched  both  the  doctrine  and  deeds  of  men.  Loyalty 
to  the  gospel,  the  fate  of  individual  souls,  and  the  future*  of  the  [)lan- 
tation  itself  si'emed  to  hang  uix>n  the  voice  from  the  pulpit.  He  began 
that  sermon  February  HI,  and  finished  it  March  1"),  when  the  church 
probably  felt  refreshed  in  more  senses  than  one.  His  exhortation  to 
be  "'  settled  in  well  doing  and  to  be  stable  in  sound  doctrine  "  was 
hamniered  into  the  mettle  of  every  soul  present. 

The  nature  of  the  satisfaction  granted  to  Mr.  Pynchon  for  the  sup- 
plementary purchase  of  the  Indians  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Agawam  seems  to  bi*  furnished  by  the  following  rating,  recxirded  May 
6,  H>44.  It  was  Mr.  Pynchon's  habit  to  furnish  a  large  percentage  of 
the  funds  necessary  for  any  project  of  i)ubiic  concern,  and  then  later 
to  secure  himself  by  a  formal  rating,  which,  l)V  the  way.  was  not  always 
paid  promptly. 
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For  some  reason  to  us  iiuknowii  this  inon(»y  was  not  paid,  and  in 
January,  1()47,  the  rating  was  declared  null  and  void.  In  the  spring 
of  \i\\\  we  find  this  record:  ""It  is  ordered  y*  those  Lotts  fnuu 
Rog(»r  Prichards  downwanl  sliall  liave  theyr  2d  alotinents  l>elow  Agga- 
wan  River  mouth  every  man  to  have  .">  acres  apeice  to  runn  in  length  80 
rodd  thi'yr  lotts  to  abutt  agaynst  y*"  greate  river." 

Shortly  af  t4*r  tliis  it  was  specially  ordeivd  that  Samuel  Chapin  should 
have  his  second  allotment  next  to  Mr.  Holvoke,  and  that  John  Dolx*r 
should  have  tiie  lot  next  l)eh)w  him.  Thomas  C'ooiK*r's  second  lot 
abutted  iiis  old  one,  and  next  al)ove  came  Roger  Prichartrs  second  lot. 

Tiie  settlement  of  disputes  by  tlic  *'  arbitrament  of  two  Indifferent 
men  "  relieve<l  the  magistrate  of  much  labor,  but  the  town-meeting 
continued  to  feel  the  burtlens  t)f  its  fence  and  land  supervision.  In 
September,  104.'),  it  was  voted  :  — 

It  is  also  furtber  ordored.  tliat  if  any  neiglil)or  from  ffraneis  Balls  lott  to 
Goodman  ('»K)lys  sball  dcsin*  to  enclose  liis  yard  w*'' a  ganlen  or  an  orcbanl : 
if  bis  next  neigblmr  ri'fusc  to  .loyne  for  y*'  oni'  half  of  the  8'^  fence :  he  may 
com]H.'ll  his  neighbors  on  eacli  side  of  l»is  lot  to  beare  y*  oiw  liaife  of  his  fence. 
p''vided  be  comiKdl  them  nt)t  to  joyne  t\)r  ab<)ve  20  ro<lds  in  length,  and  in  cjwe 
his  neighbor  sball  refuse  to  «U>e  bis  share  of  the  s*'  fence  w^in  3  months  after 
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ileiuajuie :  He  t^liall  be  lyable  to  pay  damages  as  two  Indifferent  men  shall  award, 
u-«*»  shall  he  chosen  by  the  partyes  in  Controversy  :  or  in  Case  they  agree  not 
then  upon  Complainte,  y*^  magistrates  shall  appoynt  them  :  j>^vided  alsoe  y'  y*"  s** 
fence  exceede  not  y*  charge  of  a  sufficient  five  foote  pale,  or  5  rayles. 

The  appearance  of  the  name  of  Cooley  and  a  vote  at  this  meeting 
to  force  landholders  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  to  l)uild  fences 
is  a  reminder  that  the  little  settlement  was  growing  to  the  south, 
which  finally  developed  into  the  quaint  remnant  of  the  pa«t,  known 
in  our  day  as  the  town  of  Loiigmeadow.  Several,  having  plant- 
ing-grounds there,  complained  that  a  part  refused  to  break  up  and 
fence  these  grounds.  They  succeeded  in  getting  an  order  through 
the  town-meeting,  forcing  the  latter  to  "  beare  a  pportionable  share 
in  a  Comon  fence  gaynst  all  cattell,  accordinge  to  y**  severall  quan- 
titys  of  theyre  jdottments/*  Each  man  was  also  required  to  ''  cutt  his 
fencinge  stuff  ui>on  his  owne  grounds  except  he  first  have  y*"  consent 
of  his  neighbor  to  fell  uppon  his :  and  excepte  it  be  for  y*^  fencinge 
of  the  two  outsides,  then  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  such  as  fence  v*"  two 
outsides  to  fell  in  any  man's  lot  y'  is  next  to  hand :  and  it  is  alsoe 
p'vided  y'  those  y*  that  let  out  every  mans  pportion  of  fence,  shall  as 
neere  as  they  can  place  every  man  to  doe  the  more  of  his  owne  lott." 

Such  legislation  lx)re  inmiediate  fruits,  as  the  following  action 
shows  :  — 

Whereas  divers  neighbors  betMeen  ffrancis  Ball  his  lott  and  Benjamin 
Coolys  lott  have  complayned  that  some  of  y^  Neighborhood  refuse  to  .loyne  w"' 
y'"  in  makinge  a  fence  to  save  theyr  neighl)ors  harmcless  :  Therefore  it  is  or- 
deretl  that  all  the  sayd  Inliabitants  shall  Joyne  togeather  in  a  sufficient  Generall 
fence,  every  man  bearinge  a  pportionable  share,  accordinge  to  each  man's  quan- 
tity of  acres :  and  in  case  any  (Cattell  breake  through  any  part  of  s'^  generall 
fence  :  Then  two  indifferent  men  shall  be  chosen  l>y  y^"  jmrtys  in  (Controversy, 
to  vew  y«  »*'  fence  and  trespass,  and  he  whose  fence  is  found  defective,  shall 
iMfare  y^  damadge  as  two  indifferent  men  shall  award  :  And  in  case  y*  any  cattell 
breake  in  out  of  mens  ]>articular  yeanis,  They  shall  i>ay  sucli  daniadges  as  y®two 
Indifferent  men  shall  award,  and  they  sliall  amende  theyr  fences  as  the  s''  indif- 
ferent men  shall  order  and  ap])oynt.      And   if  y'"  party s  in  controversy  do   not 
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ajfree  in  j-^choyce  of  y*'two  Indifferent  men.  tlien  up]H>n  complaynt  >-**  Magistrate 
shall  appoynt  them :  And  this  jjenerall  fence  is  to  he  iinishe<l  hy  y*"  first  of  Aprill 
next,  or  else  they  will   he  lyable  to  pay  damages  as  y*^  »**  two  Indifferent  men* 
shall  awanl ;    alsoe  y**  en<l  next  y*  River  is  to  he  rayletl,  leaving  out  a  sufficient 
highway  next  y*  River. 

A  few  months  before  this  (May  14,  1<)4.'>),  the  plantations  had 
been  deep  in  another  matter  that  oc-easioned  much  uneasiness,  —  the 
third  apportionment  of  common  lands.  The  unanimous  action  finally 
reached  was  this  :  — 

It  is  ordere<l  with  y**  .loynt  Consent  of  all  y**  Plantation  at  a  puhlique  meetinge 
after  sufficient  warninge :  That  whereas  there  was  formerly  a  3d  Alotroent  of 
Plantinge  grountle  granteil  to  all  y*"  Inhabitants  fro  Rodger  Pritchards  lott  &. 
upwards.  The  s''  Inhabitants  are  now  freely  content  to  lay  downe  y*"  s'*  3d 
alotments.  and  are  content  t*)  stand  to  y*"  determination  and  alotment  of  seaven 
men  chosen  hy  y*  wholl  assembly  f<»r  y  api)oyntinge  of  3d  ami  4th  alotments  to 
\*^  wholl  Towne :  viz:  Henry  Smith :  Klizur  Ihdyoke :  Sam:  (liapen :  Tho: 
Cooper :  Tho:  Mirack :  Rich:  Sykes,  Hen:  Burt :  who  are  to  divide  y*"  towne 
in  equall  parts  ftir  estates  and  perstins  :  and  soe  halfe  y*'  Towne  downward  oc- 
cordinge  to  an  equall  division  of  estates,  and  as  in  discretitm  they  shall  Judge  fit 
and  .lust,  are  to  have  theyr  third  an<l  4th  ahitments  m  y'"  I^nge  meihlowe.  and 
one  y*  other  si<le  of  y**  River  over  agaynst  y^"  Longe  ineddowe :  And  y'"  upi>er 
jiart  of  y  towne  are  to  Imve  tlieyr  thinl  and  4th  Alotments  in  y*'  playne  above  y* 
3  corner  Hrooke  ami  one  v  t)ther  side  \'*'  greate  river  at  v*"  eml  of  v«^  five  acre 
lotts.  And  all  witlj  one  consent  doe  freely  p"»»*«^^  to  stand  to  y*^^  afores**  determi- 
nation and  alotment :  and  all  former  onlers  about  the  3d  alotments  to  be  nullified. 

Th<*se  ap|>ortionnieuts  were,  of  course,  town-meeting  affairs,  and 
so  in  form  were  the  acts  regulating  the  various  common  fields ;  and 
in  the  latter  branch  of  legislation  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  every  town 
onler  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  immediate  proprietors  of  the 
common  fields  coneinred  therein.  The  imi)ortance  of  this  ^ill 
appear  later,  'i'he  following  vote,  taken  September  23,  164'),  may 
pass  as  a  gocnl  instance  in  iK>iut :  — 

Whereas  the  Plantinge  of  hulian  Corne  in  y*"  me<hlowe  Swamp  on  y*  other 
sitle  of  Agaani   river,  iiath  occationed  a  long  stay  after  moowinge  tyme  Wfore 
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men  can  put  over  tlieyr  Cjittell  tliither :  Therefore,  it  is  ordered  (with  the  con- 
sent of  all  those  that  have  plantinge  jjroiind  there)  that  no  more  Indian  come 
shall  he  planted,  neitlier  in  y*^  nieddowe  nor  in  y""  Swuinpes,  tliat  8o  the  Cattell 
of  all  those  that  have  alotments  there  may  he  put  over  by  y«  lotli  of  Septemher : 
provided  they  take  a  sure  course  to  keepe  theyr  Cattell  from  goinge  over  y*" 
river  by  a  KeejK'r  in  y*^  day  tyme,  &  by  keeping  y"'  in  some  fenced  place  in  tlie 
night  tyme  :  only  Calves  may  be  put  over  thither  by  tlie  14th  of  August.  .  .  . 
Complaynt  beinge  made  that  divers  that  keepe  teames  on  the  other  side  of  y® 
Kiver  in  y«  springe  tyme  to  plough  them,  have  formerly  much  damnifyed  other 
men  by  theyr  Cattell,  in  eating  the  greene  come,  and  y*'  first  sprout  of  mens 
meaildows  :  It  is  ordered,  therefore,  y'  y'*  s''  teames  of  Cattell  shall  be  kept 
in  some  howse  or  yeard  till  \^  first  of  May,  and  if  any  keei>e  them  longer  there, 
they  are  to  pasture  them  uppon  theyr  owne  ground,  or  uj)pon  y*^  Conion,  or  uppon 
y*  3'^  lotts,  not  beinge  meddoM-  n<ir  imp'^ved  to  tilladge.  soe  tliey  bind  y'"  «»'» 
a  sufficient  keej^er. 

In   the    last   week   of    October  of    the  year   KM;")    the   Spriutrfield 
eomiuunity  was  called   upon  to  witness  two  marriages  within  three 
days  of  each  other ;   and  while  at  that  time  there  appeared  no  con- 
nection Iwtween  the  two  events,  they  stand  to  us  for  two  sharp  lines 
of  divergence   running   down  our  local   history,  and  to  group  them 
tfjgether   here   may  serve  to  retani   the  impression  of  a   social   dis- 
tinction which  not  even  a  Puritan  democracy  could  obliterate.     Caste 
is  seen  in  the  apportionments  of  land  to  the  inhabitants,  in  the  dress 
which  was  regulated  by  the  State*,  and  in  the  assignment  of  seats  in 
the  ineeting-house.     The  marriages  of  11)45  in  question  were  upper  and 
lower  class  events.     There  had  come  to  Springfield,  some  time  before 
the  vear  1C45,  a  married  woman  by  the  name  of  Mary  I^wis.     Her 
husband  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  l»ut  she  had  not  lived  with  him  for 
wven  years.      It  can  well  l>e  imagined  that  if  Mrs.  Lewis  had  lived 
at  lk>st<>n,  where  a  governor  had  taken  his  sword  and  cut  out  the 
cross  from  the  British  flag  because  it  was  a  hated  pa{)ial  emblem,  she 
must  have  had  a  very  dismal  career  there,   and  may  have  sought 
Springfield  as  a  place  of  refuge.     She  was  evidently  a  woman  of  a 
liighly  ner\'ou8  organization.     Mrs.  Lewis  was  compelled  either  to 
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work  or  marry,  and  she  chose  the  latter  lot.  There  was  in  Spring- 
lield  at  that  time  a  bricklayer,  of  somewhat  voluble  disposition,  by  the 
name  of  Hugh  Parsons,  —  a  '^  queer  stick,"  one  would  say,  and  a  man 
quite  unworthy  to  be  matched  with  a  woman  of  Mrs.  Lewis's  tempera- 
ment. It  was  knowp  in  SpringlieUl  that  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  but  she  claimed  that  the  seven  vcars'  abandonment  bv  her 
husband  gave  h(»r  the  privilege  of  marrying  again  under  the  laws  of 
England.  Mr.  Pynchon  was  in  great  doubt  what  to  do,  and  he  wrote 
to  Boston  for  advice,  explaining  that  Mrs.  Lewis,  had  '^falen  into  a 
leauge  of  amity  with  a  bricke-maker."  She  was  in  great  haste  for  an 
answer,  and  Pynchon  urged  upon  John  Winthrop  an  immediate 
decision.  A  favorable  reply  was  sent,  and  on  October  27  Hugh 
Parsons,  tlie  brick-maker,  and  Marv  Lewis  were  married.  It  was. 
however,  the  union  of  uecessity  with  opportunity,  and  promised  no 
good  either  to  tliem  or  to  the  village. 

Three  davs  later  there  was  a  weddinji:  in  Connecticut  which 
delighted  the  heart  of  the  founder  of  the  town.  His  son,  John 
Pynchon,  destined  to  cut  even  a  more  prominent  figure  than  he 
had  in  public  affairs,  had  sued  and  won  the  hand  of  Amy. 
daughter  of  (rovernor  (^eorjre  Wvllvs,  of  Connecticut,  the  famous 
(lovernor  Ilavnes  performinji:  the  ceremony.  John  Pynchon  was 
about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  a  quiet,  thoughtful  young  man, 
who  really  had  had  no  boyhood,  the  Puritan  convulsions  m  Europe 
and  the  migration  to  the  wilderness  having  turned  the  spirit  of  youth 
into  the  j)rematurely  serious  disposition  of  the  pioneer.  The  father 
did  not  attempt  to  conceal  his  delight  at  this  alliance,  and  he  even 
wrote  to  the  governor  of  the  colony  expressing  his  satisfaction  that 
till*  voung  man  had  concluded  to  live  at  '*  mv  house  where  he  may 
continue  as  long  as  he  liiuls  it  for  his  comfort  &  benefitt." 

John  Pynchon  was  well  I'ducateil,  and  seems  to  have  been  under  the 
influence  of  a  lawyer.  Possibly  he  formed  his  legal  habits  from  his 
fatlu*r,  who  was  trained  in  the  ways  of  the  law  ;  but  John  Pynchon 
was  an  entirely  dittVrent  kind  of  man  from  the  founder  of  Springfield. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

ir>4:)-ir>:)0. 

C.'ounecticut  impose*)  a  River  Tariff.  —  Purchase  of  Sayhi-ook  Fort.  —  William  Pynchoa 
refuses  to  pay  the  Duty.  —  The  Conimisj*ioners  of  the  United  Colonics  sustain  Con- 
necticut.—  Sprinjr  fie  Id's  Case  in  Detail.  —  Massachusetts  imposes  Retaliatory  Duties. 

—  ("onnecticut  removes  the  River  Duties  on  Sprin;ificld  Goods.  —  Floods  and  Local 
Ineidcntif.  — Taxes.  —  Miles  Morgan.  —  The  Freeman's  Oath.  —  Ti-ouhle  a**  to  Swine. 

—  Town  Orders.  —  Rvnrhon's  Court. 

()rTsii>E  aflfiiirs  tigaiii  doniaiuU'd  tlic  attention  of  the  frontier  plan- 
tation :  and  he  wlio  had  antagonized  the  eoh)ny  down  the  river  was 
again  placed  wliere  he  must  renew  the  battU*  or  retire  from  the  valley. 
During  tlie  ^\'v  years  beginning  with  1G4;>  Springfiekl  and  Hartford 
kept  up  a  running  sword-play  over  tlie  custom  duties  on  the  Connect- 
icut river.  It  was  the  first  tariff  war  in  Xew  England,  and  finally 
involved  all  of  the  colonies.  It  would  not  be  candid  to  charge  that 
Connt»cticut  was  mged  into  this  contest  by  a  si)ecial  hostility  to 
Springfield ;  lH»cause  the  colony  was  nursing  a  commercial  ambition, 
and  was  IkhukI  to  further  her  material  interests  by  all  legitimate 
means.  However,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  temper  of  some  of  the 
cliarges  fornmlated  at  Hartford  that  the  bitterness  was  not  lessened 
by  a  neighborly  feeling  towards  Springfield. 

Near  the  close  of  the  y(»ar  KI44  Connecticut  had  bargained  for 
the  fort  at  Saybrook,  Mr.  Fen  wick,  the  owner,  agreeing  to  accept 
crrtain  duties,  uicliiding  '2d.  per  bushel  upon  exported  grain  passing 
the  fort,  and  iWl.  \}ev  hundred  iii)on  biscuit.  There  was  also  an  annual 
tax  put  upon  hogs  and  cattle,  to  be  paid  to  F'enwick  ;  all  of  these 
tributes  to  continue  t4»n  years,  when  the  fort  was  to  become  the  abso- 
lute  pro|x*rty  of  Connecticut.      Officers   were  stationed  at  Windsor, 
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Ilartfoni,  anil  WrtherslifM,  to  give  eleaniiuf  papt»rs  t4>  masters  of 
out-goiuj^  vfs?>el>,  and  these  pai>ers  were  presenter  I  to  Fenwiek's  agent 
at  Saybrijok.  C'onneotieut  at  oiiee  eonelnded  to  bring  Springfield, 
wliieh  was  doing  a  good  business  witli  lk>ston,  under  the  tariff.  But 
the  Hartfonl  govennnent  had  not  seoure<l  the  juris4liction  of  the 
month  of  the  river  witli  the  prosj^eetive  ownership  of  the  fort.  The 
duty  u\xm  ex|K>rts  waa>  tlie  purehas<»- money  for  the  fort.  Springfield 
was  thus  iM'ing  asked  to  :ii<]  in  this  payment ;  if  she  had  yielded,  and 
paid  the  duty,  she  would  have  had  no  proprietary  iuterest  in  the  fort 
itself.  In  fact.  Springfield  was  btMUg  forcecl  to  help  secure  for  Con- 
necticut a  title  to  the  verv  fort  that  misrht  prove  a  menace  to  its  own 
eonniierce. 

The  Ma.>sachus4»tts  General  Court,  when  infonne<l  of  the  Connecti- 
cut tariff,  voted  that  •'  none  of  oui*s"  shall  pay  the  tribute.  Mr. 
IVnchon  was  threatened  with  utter  ruin  in  a  business  wav,  and  he  at 
once  gave  direction  to  his  sailors  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  onler,  and 
to  r»'fuse  to  file  in  voices,  or  t<»  ask  for  eleaninct»  papers.  His  onler 
wa.H  disolM*ve<l  for  some  unknown  reason,  and  one  cai*^o  of  com  was 
entereil  under  the  tariff  provision.  Mr.  Pynchon  appears  to  have 
been  verv  uuich  annovc<l  at  tlii>,  and  he  said  at  once:  *'  If  thev  would 
aresl  our  goixis,  I  had  rather  they  should  d(K»  it  now  than  another 
tyme.''  IIi>  n<'xt  ship  passed  the  Saybrook  fort  in  defiance  of  the 
Connecticut  officer:  but  the  little  cannon  which  constructively  swept 
the  river  <lid  not  open  fire.  Pynchon  wrote  to  (ioveruor  Winthrop  at 
lioston  in  Julv,  ir»H; :  *•  Hut  if  we  should  be  forced  to  such  a  thinsce 
[payment  of  duty]  this  plantation  will  Ik*  deserted.  I  think  no  man 
will  dwell  here  to  be  brought  under  such  pavments.  1  ilesvre  vour 
advise,  whether  we  were  best  to  enter  our  goods  or  no.  My  owne 
apprehensions  are  that  we  ought  not  to  doe  it,  &  so  .lehovah  cause 
His  face  to  shine  up|M>n  you  ever." 

The  ifommissioners  of  the  I'nited  Colonies,  which  had  now  lx»en  in 
existence  for  three  years  as  a  sort  of  itinerary  Congress,  met  at 
Hartfonl  two  months  later  to  adiust  this  matter.     Thev  heard  manv 
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arguments,  the  most  imi)ortant  one  being  that  the  niaiutenauce  of  a 
fort  at  Saybrook  was  as  imjX)rtant  to  Sprinjj:lield  as  to  Hartford ;  but 
Mr.  Pynchon  was  not  present.  No  defhiite  action  was  taken  by  tiie 
commissioners  at  the  Hartford  meeting,  possibly  on  account  of  the  in- 
tense? feeling ;  but  the   Massachusetts  General  Court,   in   November, 

1646,  miule  a  full  declaration  of  its  position  :  and,  it  may  be  here 
added.,  canned  out  its  programme  to  the  end.  The  court  held  that  Hart- 
ford had  no  legal  right  to  forc(»  an  outsider  to  buy  a  fort  for  the  Con- 
necticut colony,  that  the  Saybrook  fort  was  no  protection  to  Spring- 
field, and  that  a  tariff  dis[)Ute  hindered  the  confederation  several 
years  bi»fore,  and  that  now  to  resort  to  it  would  ''  put  us  to  new 
thoughts.*'  *'  If  Hartford  junsdiction,"  continues  the  (general  Court, 
'*  shall  make  use  of  th(»ir  power  over  any  of  o^s,  we  conceave  we  have 
y"  same  |>ow'^  to  imitate  y"  in  y*  like  kind,  w*"^  we  deesier  may  be  for- 
borne on  l>oth  sides."  This  strong  language  brought  the  commis- 
sionei-s  of  the  United  Colonies  to  Boston  in  special  session,  in  July, 

1647.  Deputy-Governor  Hopkins  and  Captain  Mason  were  the  com- 
missioners from  Connecticut.  Mason  was  thus  confronted  by  his  old 
antagonist  of  Springfield,  and  the  struggle  that  followed  turned  very 
much  upon  the  old  lines.  Captain  Mason  had  a  short  time  before  been 
given  the  military  conunand  at  Saybrook,  —  an  act  of  discretion  only, 
as  the  fort,  owing  to  a  recent  fire,  was  little  short  of  a  military 
expression. 

The  Massachusetts  commissioners  were  Thomas  Dudley  and  John 
Endicott.  The  resolutions  of  Massachusetts  passed  in  Novem]»er 
were  read.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  given  time  to  reply  in  detail,  which  he 
did,  with  much  vigor,  on  the  27th  of  July.  He  argued  in  the  first 
place  that,  pro\idedthe  tax  were  just,  ''it  concernes  not  the  party 
that  payes  "  what  is  done  with  the  money,  his  point  being  that  the 
tax  was  justifiable  because  a  fort  at  Saybrook  had  been,  was  and 
would  be  useful  to  Springfield.  He  clauned  that  it  was  five  rather 
than  ten  years  that  any  delay  in  forming  a  confed(?ration  was  caused 
bv  tlie  discussion  of  a  river  taritT.     The  Massachusetts  General  Court 
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had  saiil  it  was  very  hanl  for  those  in  the  MassaeliiiHetts  jurisdiction 
to  weaken  their  estates  by  lH»ing  '"  forced  to  such  a  bondage,"  ami 
Hopkins  ivplied  that  **  if  weakeninge  of  estates  be  a  sufficient  plea 
to  free  men  from  payinge  of  taxes,  we  know  not  who  will  pay,  for  all 
such  payments  doe  weaken  men's  estates/*     Mr.  Hopkins  continues : 

Nor  cuii  wo  yeiltl  u  rea»ly  iH^leofe  to  what  is  aflirnuHl.  that  if  they  (Springfield 
planters)  Imil  foreseen  the  present  imposition  wouUl  have  been  required,  they 
would  not  then  have  plantinL  for  the  thinjr  carryeth  tliat  evidence  of  equity  with 
it  that  >r.  Pinchon,  whUe  he  lookiMl  uiH>n  himself  as  a  member  of  that  jurisdic- 
tion. acknowKHli»t»d  the  same  v<  yieldisl  upon  a  motion  made  by  himself  to  M^ 
Fenwieke  \^as  we  have  it  fn>m  this  testimony  deservinjr  cretUt)  tliat  the  trade  of 
beaver  upi>n  the  Kiver,  which  is  the  greatest  thing  now  stuck  at.  ought  in  reason 

to  contribute  to  the  dianlg  of  the  forte :  l»esides  the  ineouragement  given  by 
^l^  l*inehon  under  his  owne  hand  to  others  to  the  gentlemen  interestetl  in  Sea- 
br^K^ke  forte,  which  might  well  dniw  out  fn»m  them  an  mldition  to  the  former 
exiK'Use.  there  seems  to  deserve  some  weight  of  ctmsideration  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  l*Yuchi»n  hail  said  in  liis  written  pn>test  that  he  did  not  proiK>se 
to  U'  tax^^l  bv  two  ir«»vernments,  even  if  he  had  sai«l  that  a  Savbrook 
fort  was  a  ir^Kxl  llun»r  i\>r  the  c*i>lonies.  There  was  a  principle  of 
government  iuvolvcvl  in  this  unfortunate  atTair  which  ilid  not  appt»ar 
in  its  tnie  light  ti>  the  di^iputants.  A  fort  was  useful  to  all  the  col- 
onies, uiul  its  maintenance,  like  the  war  chariro,  should  luive  been  a 
burvlen  i>u  all.  Hie  i'ouum>sii>ners  of  the  I'niteil  Colonies  were  not 
able  to  iXiHSP  the  full  iu>tion  of  fixlerateil  unit  v.  Thev  chose  rather 
to  stand  bv  i\)uueiticut.  The  ilebate  was  at  tirst  carried  on  bv  the 
C'omu'vticut  aiKl  Massachusetts  meml>ers  of  the  commission,  and  it 
was  s*.>m«.'  t'tne  lvt\>r^'  Mr.  l\iK-hou  hmiself  was  calleil  in :  but  he 
simply  ivt'v'nvil  to  the  action  of  tlie  Mas5<ichusetts  General  Court  as 
ret!vctiiig  fully  his  views.  The  commissioners,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  uo  dutie>  were  imp«>setl  u^kmi  lLic  IHitch  tnidmg  vessels,  (lassi^d 
a  vote  in  v^liich  It  wus  said  that  **  it  i>  no  mi^vachineat  of  any  liberty 
grautevl  by  patent  to  the  Ma.>sachus<'tts  that  Spriugfeild,  seated  up«.>n 
the   Kiver  of  Connecticut,  d«K'  tvari'  a  m<>*lerate  Jk  eiiuall  |>iirte  of 
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eliargos,  whether  of  scouring  any  parte  of  tliiit  River,  or  River's  mouth 
(if  there  should  be  (K-casioii)  or  in  making  or  mainetayning  such  a 
fort  as  is  in  question  to  secure  tlie  passage  to  and  fro/'  The  river 
taritT  was  therefore  approved.  The  report  was  signed  by  the  Ply- 
mouth and  New  Haven  connnissioners  only. 

This  decision,  failing  jis  it  did  to  receive  the  signatures  of  all  the 
connnissioners,  onlv  added  to  the  difliculties  of  the  situation.  Mr. 
Pvnchon  l)luntly  refused  to  pay  2r/.  per  bushel  on  grain.  There  has 
l)een  recently  discovered  a  copy  of  an  undated  letter  of  Mr.  Pynchon 
ui>on  tliis  subject,  which  was  evidently  written  shortly  after  the  action 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies.  It  is  here  tian- 
ssoriN'd,  except  certain  incomplete  sentences:  — 

(jruodmaii  Johnson  my  ancient  &  much  esteemed  friend  as  you  liuv  bin  my 
faithfull  Agent  in  all  husuiesess  of  importance  so  it  is  not  y*^"  least  y'  I  have  com- 
mtttetl  unto  your  care  y«^  movinge  y*"  (Jenerall  Court  to  take  into  serious  consid- 
iration  y*^  jurisdiction  of  y*-"  Rivers  mouth,  for  if  we  should  l»e  brought  under 
such  a  jurisdiction  not  only  our  comfortable  sittuation  w  ill  be  spoyled  but  also 
y*'  liberties  &  privileges  of  y*"  pattent  in  all  their  Western  pte  —  for  what  is 
all  \*^  you  have  in  yo'"  ptes  good  for,  if  you  cann  have  tfree  passage  of  Con- 
nottieutt  Kiver. 

The  Generall  Court  of  y*"  Bay  hav  declared  tlieir  Reasons  both  against  y« 
purchase.  «5t  also  against  y*=  custome  of  y*^^  Rivers  mouth  for  they  plead  both 
these  thmges,  to  bring  us  under  imposition  — 

1.  Mr.  Hopkins  letter  to  me  (W*''  I  sent  you  by  my  sson)  doth  hould  forth 
that  we  must  pay  2''  y*"  bushell  &  20  y<'  ...  of  corne  as  our  due  sbare  towards 
y  purclmse  of  y*"  said  fort  — 

2.  1  gather  from  Mr.  Dudlies  speech  to  me,  that  M^  Hopkins  doth  expect  y* 
said  rates  as  a  custome,  for  M^  Dudly  tould  me  y"*  he  demandeil  of  M^  Hopkins 
whether  they  would  expect  y^'  like  rates  of  any  other  plantations  that  might  be 
planted  above  us  y  said  forte  to  y'"  head  of  y*'  River. 

3.  Heere  it  is  evulent  tluit  they  expect  y'  said  rates  of  us  as  an  imposition  of 
custome.  for  if  it  had  bin  intended  for  purchase  only  then  when  a  certain  sumc 
\vm\  bin  paid,  they  could  expect  no  more  —  but  it  seemes  they  expect  y«  like  rates 
of  all  other  plantations  tbat  may,  in  few  yeeres,  be  planted  above  us.  Is  not 
thi.'*  unlimited^  sence  fitter  to  be  called  custome  y»"  purchase  — 
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4.  In  this  confused,  niixetl  case,  V  Cuuiiuissiouer.-*  of  V  Uiiite4l  (^ulouie^  liav 
interposed  their  power.  &  have  ordered  thaty  subjects  of  y*^  Bay  tJurisdiction. 
that  live  uppon  y*^  River,  shall  pay  y*'  said  rates  to  y*"  Kivers  mouth :  but  wlu^ther 
we  must  pay  it  in  y**  name  of  purcluise,  or  in  y^  name  t>f  custome.  I  know  not  as 
yet  — 

If  they  have  ordere<l  our  payment  in  respect  of  y*^  ]mrchase.  then  y*  con- 
troversy must  lie  betweene  y**  Cienerall  Court  (who  have  declared  against  it),  and 
M^  tfennick.  for  he  is  the  onlv  Block.  —  but  if  V*  Commissioners  hav  onlerinl 
US  to  pay  it  as  a  custome  lo  y*  I{ivt*r.  then  y*'  contn»versy  will  lie  betweene  y*" 
two  jurisdictions.  Let  y'"  justice  of  both  tliese  suits  be  examined. 
Then  what  have  v*^  Commissioners  to  cloe  in  v*^"  case,  for  their  commission  runs 
thus — If  anv  controversv  doe  arise  lietweene  anv  of  v''  two  United  Colonies, 
then  v*^^  other  Commissioners  have  power  to  determine  v*' matter  —  but  M^.  ffenick 

w  I  • 

w"^  whom  y*'  controversy  is  (about  our  payment  to  y*"  purchase)  is  not  a  (\donist. 
is  but  a  private  man,  therefore  y*'  Commissioners  in  that  case  liave  no  i»owi*r  ex- 
officio  to  tletermine.  Tlierefore.  y  late  order  is  of  no  iM)wer  to  byn<l  us  to  obey 
it.  liut,  iMlv.  If  thev  have  or.lere»l  us  to  pav  v*  said  rates  as  custome  to  v*^ 
Kiver,  then  I  think  v'*  CJenerall  Court  knows  how  to  deal  w"'  them  in  v«  same 
kind.  The  Hivers  are  buvers  and  no  sellers,  therefore,  thev  cannot  attach  our 
goods  in  y*  name  of  jmrchasf,  exempt  they  <lo  it  in  M'.  flfenick's  name,  to  brinjf 
us  to  a  dew  tryall  in  law  —  luit  1  think  no  justice  can  make  us  pay  to  any  pur- 
chase unles.NC  we  have  ])in  first  made  acquainted  w^''  it.  &  so  consentinji:  to  y» 
bargain  W''  we  disclaim.  In  briet'e.  y  wlude  businesse  doth  seem  to  me  t<»  be 
such  an  odd  kind  of  jumbled  businesse  y'  I  cannot  tell  how  to  distinguish  their 
meaning.  M^  Ifenicke  sees  y'"  lawes  and  y*'  p<»wer  of  government,  and  yet 
he  doeth  condition  y'  y  (ienerall  Court  inu.st  ])ul  out  their  power  to  take  su<'h  an 
imposition  of  y'  subjects  of  y  Bay  jurisdiction  f«)r  y  use  of  his  private  purse 
onlv  —  for  V"  inhabitants  of  v  Hiver  i)rofesse  that  thev  shall  have  no  benefit  bv 

•  •  •  I  •  « 

it.  \  wonder  by  what  justice  y  Bay  can  lose  their  right  of  their  passage  in  y* 
Kiver.  for  y**  Bay  can  hav  a  right  Xo  export  and  import  go«xls  uj»  and  downe, 
yet  never  to  any  pt  of  their  pattent  there  situate«l.  Before  even  y*  Kiver  or  M^ 
£fenicke  had  any  pattent  thereof :  and  how  then  can  they  Kwe  the  free  use  i»f 
that  river  except  by  their  owne  consent:  they  hjul  con.sented  to  y^  said  rates  for 
y*  said  purchase.  Can  y  late  sale  of  their  pattent  justly  deprive  us  of  our  an- 
cient rights  an<l  j)rivilege  — 

If  y^  Dutch    hav    bought    y^"  said  pattent    of  M^    ffenick  they   could  not  de 
Jure   have  made  us  pay  anything  to  their  purchase.   If  they  had  done  it 
then  they  must  have  been  dealt  with  all  in  y*'  said  line.     M^  Hopkins  doth  pleatl 
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V*  we  ought,  in  justice,  to  ])ay  our  share  to  y'"  purchase  of  y*  said  fort,  hecause 
we  snare  in  y*"  benefit.  I  answer,  no ;  except  we  ha<l  his  cou.senting  as  pur- 
chHsurs,  never  like  to  be  of  any  benefit,  namely  to  keep  open  y*^  Kiver  H<rainst 
niuliKiiant  shipps  or  pinaces  for  1.  How  can  we  have  y*  said  benefit  ])y  a  fort 
w*"-'  is  but  a  fort  in  name  only,  being  no  fort  indeed  — 2.  If  y*^  State  were  able  to 
nuike  and  maintain  them,  w^'*  they  are  not  able  to  doe  w^^out  their  utter  undoinge, 
yet  there  is  no  necessary  use  of  a  fort  tliere  to  keepe  out  malignant  shipps  .  .  . 
M'".  Winthrop  writes  me  word  y*  you  have  not  as  yet  M'eighed  w'  I  wrote  you 
alH>ut  this  businesse.  I  entreat  you  make  haste  to  doe  before  he  state  y^'  case  & 
nend  it  for  England  —  for  if  God  be  pleased  to  assist,  he  is  resolved  to  state  y^ 
ease  &  send  it  for  England.  Kemember  my  best  respects  to  M^  Dudly  &  his 
wife,  to  M^  Eliot  &  his  wife,  to  Elinor  Heatli.  to  Deacon  Powers,  &c.,  & 
pray  (to<1  y^  all  peace  be  with  you  —  ever. 

Your  atfectionate  lovinge  friend  and  brother,  ever, 

W.     I*VN<  HON. 

In  the  iiote-lK)ok  contaiDiiig  this  interestiug  letter  of  William 
l\'nchon,  is  a  more  elaborate  argument  of  the  case,  whieh  may  be 
the  draft  of  the  document  that  subsetjuently  formed  the  basis  of  the 
action  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  (iieneral  Court.  ''Saleant"  or 
*' salient ''  was  a  legal  term,  and  stood  for  **  assailant  "  or  plaintiff. 
The  argument  is  as  follows  :  — 

Obj.  I.  — The  Saleant  by  his  Agent  does  object  to  y'"  saitl  Hiver  phmtation  — 
y*  although  he  did  not  desire  tlieir  concurrence  w^''  V  said  combined  jurisdiction, 
l»efore  y*^  said  purchase  was  fully  ended  &,  concluiled,  yet  he  thinks  y"*  in  com- 
mon equity,  they  tmght  to  pay  an  equall  share  w*''  y'"  said  combined  Jurisdiction, 
towards  y  said  pnrclia.se.  by  paying  such  rates  as  they  pay  uppon  ail  such  goods. 
a-*  you  do,  that  .shall  j)asse  «)Ut  at  y*  llivers  mouth,  for  y'  said  upper  i)lantation 
have  as  much  benefitt  byy*^  sai<l  fort  as  they,  for  y'  said  fort  was  at  y*^  first,  built 
for  y<  securinge  of  y  River  against  malignant  shipps  &  pinaces,  and,  therefore, 
as  you  know,  in  y  benefit,  y'  in  equity  they  ought  to  share  in  y*'  charge  of  y 
said  purcluise. 

.Vns.  1.  If  we  of  tlie  upper  plantation  ^houhl  grant  y^  y'"  said  fort  was  as 
great  a  benefit  to  us  as  can  be  sj)oken.  yet  we  see  not  by  what  justice  y  Saleant 
can  receive  any  thing  uppon  our  goods  on  the  name  &  notion  of  joynt  pur- 
chasers w**'  y*"  combined  jurisdiction,  except  he  can  prove,  y*  he  had  our  consent 
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to  y**  said  piircjiatfe.  "For  y*^  Saleant  diti  not  compell  y*  said  combined  juria<lic- 
iton  to  psiy  such  «Sb  such  rates  to  hiin  for  y^  said  purchase,  untill  every  inhabitant 
in  y  said  combined  jurisiiiction.  had  fully  agreed  uppon  y*  summ  &  manner  of 
payment.  They  all  gave  consent,  for  they  all  ha»l  liberty  to  choose  their  depu- 
tyes,  to  transact  their  bargains  w"'  y*"  Saleant  in  their  Generall  Court;  but  y* 
Saleant  cannot  challenge  y^'  like  consent  of  us,  he  cannot,  therefore,  in  justice 
challenge  us  to  be  joyni  purchasers  w"»  them,  Jt  therefore  he  cannot  conipell 
them  t<»  j)ay  an  equall  share  w»*'  them  of  all  such  goo<ls  as  passe  out  ot  y**  Rivers 
mouth. 

2.  We  answer,  y*  there  is  not  any  one  inliabitant  in  y''  combined  juris- 
diction, but  by  their  deputyes,  y'  have  a  continueil  right  to  advise  &  vote  in  their 
(Tcnerall  Court  touching  y  well  ordering  of  y^^  saitl  pattent  &  fort  —  namely,  how 
all  things  shall  be  gtiverned,  maintained,  repayred,  «»r  demolished,  as  y  major 
part  of  y'"'  shall  thinke  best.  This  benefit  y  Saleant  cannot  give  to  us,  for  we 
being  freemen  of  another  jurisdiction,  can  luive  no  right  in  their  courts  to  give 
any  advise  &  vote — therefore,  in  i-quity  he  cannot  comi»ell  us  to  juiy  as  joynt 
purchasers  w"»  y  combined  Jurisdiction. 

3.  We  answer  v'  if  anv  of  v^'  subjects  of  v  combined  Jurisdiction  shall  find 
themselves  owr  rated  t<»  y*"  said  purchase,  or  other  wise  shall  find  themselves 
aggreived  about  y*"  govt-rnment  or  maintenance  of  y*'  said  {Mitent  or  fort,  they 
have  by  their  deputyes  a  continual  right  to  transact  such  greivances.  by  w*"'* 
raeanes  their  greivances  nniy  easily  Jt  siH»edily  be  amen<led  in  a  familiar  orderly 
way.  but  y*  Saleant  cannot  give  us  y*'  like  righl  full  benefit  in  your  courts  to 
transact  our  greivances:  therefore,  if  we  shall  joyne  w^''  them  in  y*  said  pur- 
chase, they  being  a  jurisdiction.  »&  we  but  a  little  plantation  nothing  comparable 
to  them,  they  may  impose  a  charge  up]H>n  us,  ad  infinitum  for  we  have  no  right 
in  their  Courts,  &  therefore  we  have  no  orderly  meanes  to  help  ourselves,  but 
as  they  plea.'*e.  uppon  our  petitions,  in  an  arbitrary  way  —  &  therefore  except  y* 
Saleant  can  put  us  into  an  equall  right  of  vote  w*''  them,  in  y*^  ordering  of  y*^"  said 
pattent  &  fort,  we  caiuit)t  see  h\  what  justice  he  can  jiossesse  himself  of  any  of 
our  goods  against  our  conseute  — 

(.)bj.  2.  Y<^  Conmiissioners  of  y'"  Cnited  Colonies  do<*  think  it  goo<l  justice 
to  order  y*"  sai<l  upper  plantation  to  pay  unto  y  Saleant  such  v^  such  rates  \\»  y** 
combined  Jurisdiction  have  agreed  to  pay;  for  they  jndg  y*' sai<l  upper  planta- 
tion to  havf  ciiuall  benefit  w"«  them,  bv  V^^  sai<l  fort.  &  vet.  w"'  all,  V  said  Com- 

\  ft  •  »  w 

missioners  have  ordere<l  by  way  of  moderation  v<:  restaint.  y*  y^"  purchasers  of 
y  combiiKMl  jurisdiction  shall  not  overtoi)p  y'  said  upjMjr  plantation,  by  imi)os- 
ing  amy  other  charge  uppon  y^  said  uj>per  plantation,  for  &  towanls  y*"  said  fort; 
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and  therefore,  y^  said  upper  ^Aiuitatioii  being  thus  secured  by  y*"  Commissioners 
onler  need  not  to  flore  their  charj^es  uppon  y*'*"^  infinitum  — 

Ans.  1.  — We  answer  v'  this  clause  of  moderation  in  v*  rnniiiiiwiiiiMsra  orUer, 
iloth  not  satisfie  us  —  We  hould  it  no  better  y"  a  sturdy  sliohonne  in  w<^'»  y*  forte 
L**  drawen  y*"  more  easily  into  a  pinching  shoe,  if  once  we  doe  but  yield  ourselves 
to  be  joynt  purchasers  w^*'  y*"  combined  jurisdiction —  We  can  hardly  expect  y' 
they  will  free  us  from  other  charges —  It  may  be  y**  Commission  will  cease  in 
tyme,  &  then  they  may  rule  us  in  as  joynt  purchasers  to  other  cliarges,  or  it 
may  be  they  may  find  out  SDUie  flaw  in  y*'  Commissions  order  in  y^  point  of 
legality  —  they  may  say  they  liad  no  power,  by  virtue  of  their  Commission,  to 
order  us  to  pav  onlv  our  share  of  V  purchase  to  v*  Saliant.  Thev  mav  think 
that  by  as  good  right  we  ought  to  pay  our  share  of  all  other  charges.  We  cannot 
t*'ll  what  they,  being  a  great  body,  may  easily  overtopp  us.  &  force  us  to  pay 
what  they  please  towards  y*'  continuall  Government  maintenance,  and  Hepara- 
tions:  &  yet  we  have  no  other  means  t<»  help  ourselves,  but  by  way  of  petition 
in  an  arbitrary  way. 

2.  We  answer  y*  in  case  we  should  be  p^suaded  to  joyne  w*'»  them  in  y  said 
purchase,  according  to  y*'  Commissioners  order,  yet  then  we  shall  be  at  a  losse 
how  to  find  out  y*"  Reason,  why  they  do  order  us  to  pay  an  equail  share  w*'»  them 
of  all  such  goode  as  passeth  out  at  y*^  Rivers  mouth.  Seeing  they  have  not  only 
y*^  said  fort  &  appurtenances,  but  y  pattent  also,  with  y  said  j)urchase  —  by 
w<^**  pattent  they  have  a  legale  right  to  govern  &  order  all  y^  King's  Subjects 
that  shall  inhabit  w<i>in  that  large  tract  of  land,  —  as  it  is  specified  in  y*'  said 
pattent. 

Is  not  this  power  of  go^'crnment  to  ])e  esteemed  as  a  chiefe  p*  of  y**  said  pur- 
chase, —  seeing  y*  power  of  government  w^'*  they  had  before,  stored  but 
uppon  their  own  combination.  Therefore,  how  can  y**  Commission,  by  y<"  rule  of 
equity,  force  us  to  pay  equal  rates  w^'»  them;  y*"  said  pattent  &  fort.  &  yet 
never  give  us  any  legall  right  in  y^  ordering  either  of  y'"  said  pattent  or  fort. 

Obj.  3.  It  may  be  it  will  be  objected  y*  they  <loe  not  esteem  y*"  pattent  at  any 
value  at  all.  and  therefore  hould  it  gooil  justice  to  make  us  pay  oquall  rates  w*'» 
them  of  all  y*  passeth  out  at  y«  River's  mouth. 

Ans.  1.  We  can  hardlv  think  v'  either  v*^"  Commissioners  or  purchasers  do  so 
much  undervalue  y*  said  pattent  as  to  esteem  it  as  nothing ;  but  in  case  tliey  do 
esteem  it  as  nothing,  yet  seeing  we  <lo  judg  it  to  be  of  some  value,  why  shall 
Dot  we,  if  we  be  joynt  purchasers  w^''  them,  make  what  benefit  we  can  on  it;  for 
we  regard  not  y*'  purchase  of  ye  rotten  palisade,  so  nmch  as  y*'  pattent.  If  y*" 
Saliant  liad  had  no  pattent.  couM  he  ever  have  given  such  a   rate  for  a  rotten 
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palisade,  w*^*»  at  y<^  most,  w**^  all  y*  appurtenances,  was  not,  in  our  estimation, 
worth  a  quarter  part  of  those  rates  y*  y«  Saliant  doeth  expect  to  give  witli  his 
purser.  If  so,  what  justice  is  it  to  make  us  pay  so  greate  a  share  for  so  like  a 
comedy,  especially  if  we  be  deprived  of  our  right  (if  ever  we  be  purchasers)  in 
y*'  ordering  of  y*  said  pattent? 

Obj.  4.  We  judg  y*  y«^  upper  plantation  hath  a  common  benefit  by  y*^^  fort,  for 
it  was  built  for  y*'  securing  of  all  y'"  Uiver  against  an  enemy. 

Ans.  1.  We  denie  not  but  y*  y*"  first  intent  of  building  y«  said  fort,  might  be, 
to  secure  y^'  Hiver  against  malignant  shipps  &  pinaces,  but  this  nmst  be  re- 
membered, y^  it  was  maile  in  haste,  &  therefore,  it  was  but  a  palisade,  &  but 
y*  like  forme  at  first;  but  when  it  was  purchased,  it  was  utterly  ruinetl ;  neither 
is  there  like  to  be  any  fort  there  of  sutticient  strength  in  haste  —  therefore,  we 
judge  y^  such  kind  of  fortification  will  rather  be  a  dangerous  snare  to  y*"  River 
than  a  benefit.  We  judge  such  kindes  of  fortes  to  be  rather  an  advantage  y"  a 
disadvantage  to  an  enemy.  Therefore,  if  ever  Me  be  forced  to  have  any  right  or 
interest  in  y*'  purchase  of  y*'  sai<l  pattent  v<:  forte,  we  shall,  in  likely  hood,  give 
our  votes  to  have  it  demolished,  with  all  speed  that  may  be  — 

2.  We  answer  y'  there  is  no  nee. I  of  any  fort  here  to  secure  y*'  River  against 
nuilignant  shipps  or  pinaces. 

I.  For  v*"  Rivers'  mouth  is  naturally  barred  w'''  a  sand  bank  all   over,   w***  is 

»  ■ 

sufficient  to  terrific  all  malignant  shipps  from  coming  into  y**  River,  more  tlian  any 
fort  there  can  doe.  2dly.  A  fort  there  is  needlesse  against  malignant  pinaces,  for 
such  as  are  of  small  burden  may  easily  passe  in  and  out,  eyther  by  day  or  night, 
without  any  great  damage  of  a  fort,  y  passage  there  is  so  broad. 

8.  If  malignant  pinaces  shall  at  any  tyme  attempt  any  mischief  against  y^ 
River,  yet  we  are  fearlesse  of  danger,  for  no  pinace  can  ccmie  nigh  us  by  15  or 
1«>  miles.  Therefore  V*  sai<l  forte  is  not  of  v*  like  use  to  secure  us,  as  it  is  to 
secure  you.  Therefore,  in  equity.  y«'  combined  jurisdiction  should  not  expect  us 
to  pay  an  equall  share  w''"  them  of  all  that  passeth  out  at  y*'  Rivers'  mouth. 

At  tht'  iiu'etiiitr  of  the  ruited  Colony  Commissioners  at  Pljnnouth  in 
164K,  Massachusetts  made  another  attempt  to  win  the  commissioners 
over,  but  without  avail,  and  consequently  when  the  General  Court 
met  at  Boston  in  May,  1G41K  it  was  in  no  ttMnper  to  rely  longer  upon 
the  moral  force  alone.  Solenni  indignation  characterized  the  si>eeche8 
of  the  members,  and  a  vote  was  passed  rehearsing  the  facts  of 
the  situation,    how   Springlield   was    taxed  to   maintain  a  Connecti- 
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cut  fort,  and  how  the  Boston  fortifications  had  never  been  made 
a  charge  upon  tlie  otlier  colonies.  Then,  witli  e(|ually  solemn  indig- 
nation tliey  imiK)sed  tariff  duties,  both  import  and  export,  upon  all 
goods  carried  past  '^  the  castle"  in  Boston  liay  by  any  inhabitant  of 
Plymouth,  Connecticut,  or  New  Haven.  A  turbulent  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  at  Boston  two  months  later,  and  formal  remonstrance 
against  retaliatory  tluties  on  all  the  New  Kngland  colony  goods,  had 
not  the  slightt?st  effect  uiK)n  the  Bay  people. 

The  tariff  war,  thus  begun,  threatened  to  ruin  Connecticut,  and  of 
c*oui*se  would  have  set  all  New  Kngland  back  in  its  struggle 
for  existence.  The  response  to  the  retaliatory  duties  was  quick. 
Plymouth  and  New  Haven  were  grieved  and  Hartford  irritated  ;  but 
they  all  gave  way,  nevertheless.  an<l  Mr.  Pynchoifs  goods  passed 
ilown  the  river  unchallenged.  Massachusetts,  with  e(jual  promptness, 
in  May,  Kj.'iO,  suspen<led  the  customs  duties  only  too  gla<lly  '■*uiK>n 
the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,"  after  being  '"  credibly  in- 
fonned  "  that  Connecticut  had  done  likewise. 

In  spite  of  local  excitements,  the  minds  of  these  remote  pio- 
neers continually  turned  to  England,  and  even  in  the  wilderness 
thev  felt  a  kind  of  security  that  Kngland  was  a  stranger  to  at  this 
time.  Mr.  Pynchon  wrotv,  in  1G4(I,  after  hearing  of  the  struggle 
in  the  British  Parliament  over  religion  and  the  form  of  disci- 
pline to  be  adopted  :  '*  The  Scotts  say  that  their  fourine  of  presbu- 
terian  government  is  the  only  way  of  Chi  ist  and  the  Independents  say 
that  their  fourme  of  discipline  is  the  only  way  of  Christ.  But  the  Par- 
liament sav  that  neather  of  them  is  the  only  way  of  Christ,  &  there- 
fore  they  have  oixlaiued  Commissioners  to  supervise  the  conclusions 
of  the  presbuterian  Courttts.  But  truly  where  zeal  of  (iod's  glory 
&  godly  wisdome  are  joyned  together ;  a  world  of  good  hath  bin 
di>ne  by  godly  ministers,  even  in  Knglan<l,  that  have  held  no  certaine 
founne  of  discipline  :  on  the  contrary,,  where  a  could  spirit  doth  iide 
in  ministei*s,  though  they  may  have  a  good  fourme  of  government, 
there    |)eople   may  be  said  to  have    a  name   to  live,   cV:  yet    be    dead 
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Christians. ''  This  is  a  fair  ex|>ose  of  the  spirit  at  the  bottom  of  Mr. 
Pj'uehon's  wann  ix>leinies.  The  attempts  both  lu  England  and  this 
country  to  secure  an  iron-l)ouud  fonn  of  n^igion  as  handmaid  to  the 
State  had  set  him  to  philosophizing.  The  attempt  to  secure  libi^rty  of 
conscience*  liad  tlie  effect  to  drive  him  into  more  conser\'ati\'e  lines  of 
thought,  and  even  led  him  to  say  :  "  I  perceive  by  some  godl}'  min- 
isters that  liave  wrote  mto  this  countrv,  that  tliis  is  not  a  t^^ue  of 
reformation,  but  of  libertv  of  conscience.  I  bi»leeve  bv  the  t\Tiie  thev 
aee  a  little  more  of  the  lawlessnesse  of  libi^rtv  of  conscience,  th(»v 
will  change  their  judgmentt,  &  say  that  liberty  of  conscience  will 
give  lilx»rty  to  Sathan  to  broch  .such  horrid  blasphemous  oppinii>ns  as 
were  not  the  like  in  an}-  age." 

The  ojX'U  winter  of  lG4(>-47  was  followeil  by  terrible  floods  and  in 
the  following  autunm  an  epidemic  of  sickness.  Diu-ing  the  previous 
summer  also  caterpillars  had  appeared  in  such  numbers,  to  the  gn»at 
damage  of  the  wheat,  that  it  may  l>e  calltKl  a  plague.  The  settlers 
had  many  natural  enemies.  The  pigeons  in  overwhelming  flocks 
assaulted  the  crops  and  the  wolves  made  free  with  sheep.  A  l>ounty 
of  lOd.  was  paid  for  every  wolf  killed  within  live  miles  of  the 
town. 

The  building  of  the  meeting-house  added  to  the  solenmit}'  ot"  tlie 
Lord's-day  obsen'ancej>.  John  Matthews,  as  we  have  intimated,  was 
ordered  to  "•'  beate  the  drum  for  the  meetings  for  a  yeares  space  at  10 
of  ye  cl(K*k  on  the  Li'ctures  days  and  at  i>  o  clock  on  the  Lord's  <lays 
in  the  forenoon  onlv,  and  he  is  to  bt»ate  it  fro  M'.  Moxcm  to  M^•  Steb- 
bins  house  &  ye  meetinge  to  l)egin  w^'^in  halfe  an  hower  after,  for 
w*^**  his  paynes  he  is  to  have  Cd.  in  wampam  of  every  family  in  the 
towne  or  a  peck  of  Indian  corne  if  they  have  not  wampam."  A  bell  was 
procured  a  foAv  years  later,  and  Richard  Sikes  rang  it  and  swept  the 
house  for  1«.  a  week. 

In  March,  164G,  the  town  voted  for  *'  y'  remayniuge  40£  due  to 
Thomas  Cooper  for  y*  compleatinge  of  y*  meeting  house,  30£  of  w*^ 
is  to  be  payed  into  him  by  y*'  last  of  this  month,  y*"  other  10£  to  rest 
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in  y*"  Towns  liaiul  till  Jiu  opixortiniity  appt'sir.s  for  p'ciirinji:^  trlass  or  till 
V*  howse  bi*  liuislKHl." 

The  town-nioetin<r  iisiuiUy  specitird  tlu*  kiiul  of  property  to  be 
taxed.  Thu>  the  woif  bounty  wjus  rai^s^'d  from  :i  tax  upon  "*  all  sorts 
of  cattell,"  which  included  horses.  The  tax  for  Mr.  Moxon's  nuiin- 
tenance,  in  1047,  had  been  raised  upon  ''  all  lands  and  goods."  Coop- 
er's nieetin*;- house  debt  was  met  by  a  tax  upon  *•  uplan<ls  (meddows 
excepted)  and  living  stock."  A  special  conunittee  made  out  the  val- 
uation and  assessment.  AVheat  was  accepte<l  for  taxes  at  .*).s.  10(7. 
[jer  bushel.  Indian  corn  at  2.s.  M.  and  peas  at  ^d.  per  bushel. 
The     tax    for     the    €.*)0    (hie     Mr.    Pvnchon     '*  for    v'    purchas   of 

•.  %  J. 

Y  land  of  v*"  Plantation  of  ve  Indians"  was  rated  *Mvhollv  on 
lands/'  The  latter  list  is  here  ijfiven  in  full  as  it  furnishes  the  names 
and  landed  importance  of  the  settlers  at  the  opening  of  the  year  UMT. 
There  were  then  fortv-two  lot-owners  and  six  vacant  lots,  s(mie  of 
them  having  been  bought  back  by  the  town.  We  miss  the  names 
of  Jehu  Burr,  John  Cable,  John  Woodcock,  and  others  of  the  tirsl 
»(*ttlers.  These  men  drifted  to  the  Connecticut  plantations,  and  were 
frequent  parties  in  lawsuits  for  some  years  thereafter.  The  list  is 
as  follows :  — 


Acren. 

£           ». 

d. 

How  land  Thomas 

294 

OS 

02 

.John  Stebbins 

274 

07 

OS 

Miles  Morgan 

;n4 

o«» 

(m; 

.lunie.s  Osburne 

40 

11 

(M)0 

Tho:  Cooper 

41 

11 

04  i*< 

Mr  Will:  Pvnchon 

2;i7 

:\       0.") 

01)    * 

Mr  EUiz:  Holvoke 

• 

125 

1          14 

0(>  3 

}I<Miry  Smith 

us 

2           <M) 

OS    ^ 

Mr  Moxon 

«;7 

IS 

OS  H 

.Sa:  ('hai)en 

43 

12 

m  IV 

Tho:  Keeve 

:)2 

OS 

10 

Kifh:  Syke^ 

:ii»4 

11 

00  ^' 

Will:  W^arener 

•K)4 

11 

02  >^ 

Tho:  .Stebbm 

:i4 

09 

05 
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Arrei*. 

ffra:  Hall 

:v^ 

Robt:  Ashlcv 

• 

:>i 

Jolin  Looiianl 

a44 

Tho:  Mirick 

4r, 

J:  Bricl;reniaii 

41 

Alex:  KdwanlA 

(U)4 

J  no:  Clarke 

m 

Wid:  Deeble 

22 

Katheriiie  Johns 

11» 

Uowl:  Stebbin 

3s4 

Sa:  Wright 

414 

Hen:  Burt 

474 

.Ino:  IliTnian 

33 

Koger  L*ritclianl : 

2S 

Nat:  mU:^ 

r>i4 

Wid:  Haynes 

404 

Tlio:  Toinson 

.i(i4 

Rich:  Exell 

404 

.los:  i*arsons 

424 

.Ino  Matthews 

31 

Will:  Hranch 

274 

Geo:  Colton 

01 

(jrif:  Jones 

3(>4 

Ueice  BiMlortlia 

20 

Will:  Vahan 

0 

Benj:  Cooly 

404 

Hu^h  Parsons 

374 

J  no:   Lunibard 

2.', 

Vacant  Lott 

2r> 

2  Vacant  Lotts 

40 

i\  Vacant  kotts  above 

m 

d- 

(»«»  02 

14  oil 

13  00  U 
II  04/1 

u;  09*  4 

10  0(» 

(h;  00 

o:»  04 

10  OS 

11  <m;^ 

i:i  i}\\% 

<r.» .  02 

07  0<J 

14  «>4| 

11  02  A 

i:»  10 1 

1!  02  ^ 

11  •«»*» 

OS  08 

07  OS 

n;  o<»  f 

10  <H) 

o.'»  «m; 

01  OS 

11  02  V'*' 

10  04 

o<;  lo 

Ot)  10 

11  (M)*' 

k;  o«; 


217S4         ;^»    11    02 

In  Jauuary,  l<»4f».  Miles  Morgan  iind  George  Colton  were  eoinmis- 
sioned  to  •"  get  a  Smith  for  \^  towiie,"  and  we  find  that  in  the  followin«r 
September  *' A  bargaine  was  driven  the  day  above  s**  b<*twixt  the  towne 
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of  Springfeild  and  flfrancis  Ball  for  a  shopp  for  a  Sinitli  w*'*'  is  to  be  12 
foote  wide,  1(5  f oote  in  length,  five  foote  stndd  betwixt  Joy nts,  a  chim- 
ney for  the  forge  rungd,  to  be  boarded  both  roof  and  sides,  to  make 
a  doore  and  windows  in  the  end  w***  a  beam  in  y*^  middst."  It  is 
difficult  to  tell  just  when  Miles  Morgan  came  to  Springfield,  but  he 
had  probably  been  a  resident  several  years  before  the  date  of  the 
above  order.  Comparatively  little  is  known  of  Miles  Morgan's  early 
life.  He  was  born  in  England,  lived  for  a  while  at  Bristol,  and  in  1G3() 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  being  accompanied  by  two 
bi*others.  The  story  that  Miles  Morgan  accompanied  the  Roxbury 
pioneers  to  Springfield  is  uttiTly  untrue.  His  liouse-lot  was  on  the 
south  side  of  Ferry  lane  (Cypress  street),  the  site  of  Dr.  Chauncey 
Brewer's  residence.  During  the  voyage  to  America  young  Morgan 
made  the  acquaintance,  and,  we  may  infer,  won  the  heart,  of  a  Miss 
Gilbert,  who  upon  landing  settled  with  her  family  at  Beverly.  After 
Morgan  had  built  him  a  house  in  Springfield  he  pressed  his  suit  with 
the  Beverly  maid,  —  not  by  letter,  as  is  stated,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  Miles  could  not  write.  The  negotiations  were  evidently  carried 
on  by  mutual  friends,  and  Morgan,  after  his  offer  was  accepted,  made 
the  journey  to  the  east  in  about  104;),  taking  with  him  two  neighbors 
and  an  Indian,  duly  armed.  AVe  are  told  that  Miles  and  his  three 
attendants  walked  back  all  the  way  from  Beverly,  while  the  bride  and 
*'  some  household  stuff"  were  carried  bv  the  only  horse  at  the  dis- 
posal  of  this  unique  bridal  party.  Morgan  was  a  butcher  for  many 
years,  when  his  farming  operations  permitted. 

The  selectmen  chosen  in  the  autunm  of  1045  were  Lieutenant  Smith, 
Kichard  Sikes,  Samuel  Chapin,  Thomas  Cooper,  and  Henry  Burt. 
The  selectmen  for  1046  were  Heiuy  Smith,  Elizur  llolyoke,  Samuel 
Chapin,  Henry  Burt,  and  Benjamin  Cooley.  That  year  Robert  Asli- 
\vy  was  licensed  to  keep  the  ordinary.  Henry  Burt's  house  was  on 
south  Main  street,  near  Broad.  He  was  a  very  active  man,  and  one 
of  his  sons  became  the  Deacon  Burt  of  the  First  church,  who  was 
so  much  honored   in  later  years. 
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The  first  Tuesday  of  November  was  settled  upon  for  the  regular 
annual  town-meeting,  which  was  quite  a  change  from  the  early 
habit  of  holding  monthly  town-meetings. 

The  fine  for  absence  from  town-meeting,  or  for  leaving  the  meeting 
before  "  y*"  blessinge  is  desired,"  was  raised  in  1646  to  one  bushel  of 
Indian  corn. 

But  centralization  invited  suspicions.  Two  months  after  the 
election  of  the  second  board  of  townsmen  in  w^t  voted  in  town- 
meeting  that  they  should  publish  their  orders  "  after  Lecture  or  at 
any  trayninge  day  or  any  other  publique  meetinge."  In  case  the 
town  within  a  week  did  not  pass  a  *•'  negative  vote  "  the  selectmen's 
order  was  to  stand  as  the  act  of  the  town.  Having  made  this  pro- 
vision the  town  put  into  the  hands  of  its  selectmen  the  duty  of  as- 
signing meadow  lands  to  those  entitled  to  a  share  under  the  rules 
then  prevailing. 

The  townsmen  began  keeping  a  record  of  their  acts  in  April,  1647. 
Thomas  Cooper  was  this  year  substituted  for  Ilolyoke  upon  the  board. 
Francis  Ball  and  Miles  Morgan  were  surv^eyors  for  the  upper  part  of 
the  town,  and  John  Clarke  and  John  Herman  for  the  lower  part. 
Their  special  instructions,  besides  keeping  the  highways  in  condition, 
were  to  ojx^n  "•  a  Horse  way  over  the  meddow  to  y*  Bay  path,"  and 
a  ''Bridge  over  the  3  corner  Brooke  into  the  plaine."  In  1648  the 
following  were  made  freemen :  John  Pynchon,  Rlizur  Holyoke, 
Henry  Burt,  Roger  Pritchard,  Samuel  Wright,  and  William  Branch. 

The  year  before  the  General  Court  liad  authorized  William 
Pynchon  to  administer  the  freeman's  oath  at  Springfield  to  "  those 
that  are  in  covenant  &  live  according  to  their  p^'fession."  The  word- 
ing of  the  vote  —  ••'  lil>eity  was  granted  M*"  Pinchon  to  make  freemen  " 
—  would  seem  to  imply  that  he  was  the  judge  of  an  inhabitant's 
qualifications  for  freemanship. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  townsmen  until  1650,  when  John 
Pynchon,  Henry    Smith,  Samuel   Chapin,  Henr}^  Burt,  and  Thomas 
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Cooper  were  chosen.     John   Pynchon   now  began   to  figure  promi- 
nently in  local  affairs,  being  elected  the  town  treasurer. 

Much  trouble  was  in  those  days  occasioned  by  breaches  of  the 
town  order  as  to  swine,  and  it  was  specially  decreed,  in  1B46.  that :  — 

All  swine  that  brcake  into  any  mans  corne  ground  or  raeddowe  y*  is  sufficiently 
fenced  against  yoked  hoggs :  in  case  men  let  y""  Swine  run  abroad  unyoked  if 
they  breake  in  and  doe  any  man  Trespass,  then  y«  master  of  the  sayd  Swine 
shall  be  lyable  to  pLj  all  damages  as  two  indifferent  men  shall  Judge  y<^  damadge 
to  be :  but  if  Swine  bo  yoked  and  runge  then  they  are  free  from  damages. 

The  townsmen  took  the  matter  up  the  year  following,  and  ordered 
tliat :  — 

All  swine  that  keepe  about  his  bowse  or  neere  any  corne  ground  belonging  to 
the  Plantation  and  not  under  the  hand  or  custody  of  a  keeper,  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently yoked  and  runge,  according  to  the  age  and  bigness  of  the  swine  :  And  in 
case  any  Swine  that  are  above  the  age  of  six  months  shall  be  found  in  the  streete 
or  about  any  of  y*"  Common  fences  of  the  corn  fields  with  out  yoke  &  runge : 
It  shall  be  lawfull  for  any  person  soc  findinge  them,  to  drive  them  to  the  poun<l 
(w«h  may  be  any  mans  privat  yard  or  out  bowse  in  y«  present  defect  of  a  comon 
pound)  p'vided  alsoe  y*  he  give  the  owner  of  the  sayd  Swine  notice  of  his  im- 
poundinge  them  M'ith  in  24  hours  after  it  is  soe  done,  etc. 

We  have  transcribed  several  notes  of  passing  interest.  Ordered  by 
the  town  in  November,  1()4G  :  — 

That  Jno  Clarke  or  those  that  shall  Joyne  with  him  in  y^  burninge  of  Tarr 
shall  have  liberty  to  gather  candlewood  in  y^  playne  in  y*^  Bay  path :  pfvided 
they  come  not  to  gather  any  in  tliis  side  the  great  pond  and  y^  swamps  that 
point  out  from  it  to  Chickopee  river  and  the  Mill  river  w*^''  is  Judged  to  be  about 
five  miles  from  the  townc. 

Ordered  by  the  town  in  September,  1(>47  ;  — 

Y*  no  person  shall  gather  any  hops  that  groM'  in  y*  Swamps  or  in  the  comon 
grounds  untill  this  p''8ent  day  yearly  upon  payne  of  forfeitinge  what  they  sliall 
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»oe  disorderly  gather,  &  28.  M.  fur  breach  of  onler.     The  forfeiture  to  y'"  in- 
former &  ye  i)enalty  to  y*^  town  treasury. 

Ordered  by  the  town  in  Jannarv,  \CA(\ :  — 

Y*  if  any  trees  he  feld  having  no  other  worke  bestowe*!  on  y"*  above  (i 
months  from  this  day  forward  in  y»*  Comons.  it  sliall  he  lawful)  for  any  man  to 
take  them,  but  anv  tvmber  v*  is  cross  eutt,  or  firewood  v*  is  cut  out  &  set  on 
heapes,  or  rayles,  or  clefts  for  pales,  no  man  may  take  any  of  these  till  it  haive 
lyen  twelve  months  after  it  is  soe  cross  cutt  or  cloven. 

The  townsmen  then  dechired  it  unhiwful  to  transix)rt  outside  the 
town  limits  any  '*  buildinge  tvmhers,  board  loggs  or  sawne  boards 
or  planks,  or  shingle  tymber  or  pipe  staves."  The  townsmen  also 
<lecreed  that  **  Whereas  it  is  judged  offensive  and  noysome  for  flax 
&  hempe  to  lx»  watere<l  or  washed  in  tlu»  Brooke  before  mens  doores, 
y*  is  of  ordinary  use  for  dressinge  meate  :  Therefore  it  is  ordered  that 
no  p***"  shall  hence  forth  Avater  any  flax  or  hempe  in  the  sayd  brooke  " 
on  pain  of  a  6.s.  Sd.  fine. 

April,  1649:  — 

Henry  Smith  &  Samuell  Chaiien  were  chosen  to  seal  up  our  ffreemens 
votes  for  magistrates  &  to  send  them  sealed  up  to  John  Johnson  of  Koxbury.  who 
is  chosen  for  our  deputy  to  y  Generall  Court. 

William  Pynchon  held  court  four  times  a  year,  all  breaches  of  the 
peace  being  presented  by  a  grand  jury  of  two  men.  In  April,  1648, 
Thomas  Mirrick  was  nmlcted  in  12s.  Sd.  for  abusing  the  child  of 
Alexander  Edwards.  It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Moxon  usually  opened 
coart  with  prayer.  The  town-meetings  now  were  held  in  the  meeting- 
house. In  later  years  taverns  w^ere  sometimes  utilized  for  that 
puqx)se. 


CIIAITEK  VII. 

ir,4H-i(;:)2. 

Witchci-aft.  —  Mysterious  Lio;htsi  seen  at  Ni«^ht.  —  Mrs.  Bedoiiha.  —  Hujjh  Pai*sons's 
Thi*cat. —  Mrs.  Parsons  coiulcmued  for  Slaudcr.  —  Mary  Pai*sons  bewitched.  —  Par- 
sons arrested.  —  Mrs.  Parsons  accuses  hei-self  of  Child-Murder.  —  Taken  to  Boston. 

—  Mi-^.  Parsons  sentenced  to  be  hanircd.  —Death  before  the  Day  of  Execution. — 
Pecowsic.  —  John  Pynchon's  jjrowinjj^  Iiniwi'tance.  —  Chui-ch  Expenses.  —  William 
Pj'nchon's  Heretical  Book  condemned  by  the  General  Court.  —  Mr.  Norton's  Reply. 

—  The  Doctrine  of  the  Atonement.  — The  Protest  of  Sir  Henry  Vane  and  the  Reply 
of  the  General  Court.  —  Pynchon,  Moxon,  and  Smith  return  to  Enjrland. 

The  tusk  of  riicording  the  story  of  early  New  England  is  made 
embarrassing  hy  an  amiable  disposition  to  remember  a  people  by 
tbeir  virtues  only.  While  the  stalwart  devotion  of  our  forefathers 
to  Iheir  faith  makes  an  irresistible  appeal  to  us,  their  superstitious  are 
continually  intruding  themselves  and  making  it  impossible  to  forget 
that  they  were  the  children  of  an  ignorant  and  somewhat  unreflecting 
age.  They  were  self-asseitive,  brave,  and  l)iblical,  rather  than  intui- 
tive. Up  to  Jonathan  Edwards*s  time  one  looks  in  despair  for  any  con- 
scious or  serious  attempt  in  New  England  to  verify  the  teachings  of 
the  gospel  in  reason.  AVith  close  interpretations  of  texts  they  were 
content  to  rest ;  the  terrors  of  witchcraft  en  me  constructively  within 
this  int«q>retation,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  belief  of  the  age  on  both 
sides  of  the  ocean.  The  witch  was  not  the  invention  of  the  Puritans. 
The  belief  in  a  veritable  devil  of  ponderable  shape  was  general 
in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  Hible  accounts  of  devils  dwelling 
in  earthly  habitations  were  its  justification.  Men  and  women,  it  was 
l>elieved,  made  a  league  with  familiar  spirits,  entering  into  secret 
compacts  with  them,  and  for  the  price  of  their  souls  secured  for  a 
time  a  diabolical  control  over  the  laws  of  nature.     These  persons 
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were  called  witches.  Personal  ugliness  was  a  characteristic  of  the 
witch  in  the  iK>piilar  mind.  When  the  Shakespearean  Gloucester  said 
to  Queen  Margaret : 

••  Foul  wrinkltMl  witch,  what  iiiakest  thou  in  my  sight?" 

he  linked  a  current  superstition  of  personal  ugliness  to  a  deed  of 
blood.  Witchcraft  was  a  statute  crime  in  England,  where  no  less 
than  thirty  thousand  lives  had  been  sacrificed  uiK>n  the  gibl»et  and  at 
the  stake  to  crush  it  out.  The  league  of  Mephistopheles  and  Faust, 
which  was  poetry  to  the  Germans,  was  to  the  English  a  vulgar  offence 
against  law. 

In  the  lower  part  of  Main  street,  which  in  1648  must  have  resembled 
somewhat  a  forest  road,  with  clearings  on  the  river-side  to  make 
room  for  log-cabins,  barns,  and  young  orchards,  lived  Rice  Bedortha 
and  his  wife  Blanche.  They  hafl  as  neighbors  u|>on  the  Mill  river 
side,  Benjamin  Cooley,  Jonathan  Burt,  Hugh  Parsons,  and  John 
Lombaril ;  while  to  the  north  dwelt  Grittith  Jones  and  John  Matthews. 
Five  doors  above  was  George  Langton.  In  this  remote  part  of  the 
town  the  witch  fever  started.  These  houses  were  situated  on  the 
border  of  the  wet  meadows,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  at  times 
marsh  lights  were  seen  after  dark.  Mrs.  Bedortha,  at  any  rate,  so 
asserted :  and  there  were  things  happening  in  that  part  of  the  town, 
mysterious  things,  that  were  enough  to  make  the  cold  moisture 
stand  upon  the  brow  of  the  bravest. 

Skulking  lights  at  dead  of  night  out  on  the  marshes  were  not  the 
worst.  Blanche  Bedortha  told  all  along  the  street  how  Hugh  Par- 
sons, her  neighlK)r  thret*  doors  below,  had  calle<l  at  the  house  one 
day  to  see  her  husband  alK>ut  some  bricks,  \\1iile  the  two  men  were 
talking  she  joined  in  the  conversation.  '•  Gammer,''  exclaimed  Par- 
sons sharply,  '*you  needeil  not  have  said  anything.  I  spake  not  to 
von;  but  I  shall  remember  vou  when  vou  little  think  on  it.'*  Mr. 
Bedortha  was  naturallv  offended  at  Parsons's  outlmrst.  and  declareil 
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that  it  was  ••'  no  good  speech."  The  situation  was  in  no  way  extraor- 
dinary. A  woman  says  an  unnecessary  thing,  a  man  retorts  with 
feeling,  and  things  get  involved. 

The  men  probably  soon  forgot  the  circumstance,  but  Mrs.  Bedortha 
did  not;  she  treasured  the  threat  of  Hugh  Pai'sons.  She  thought  of 
it  at  her  work  ;  she  told  of  it  when  out  among  her  neiglibors ;  and  she 
ti-embled  with  secret  fear  when  she  retired  at  night.  "  I  shall  re- 
member you  when  you  little  think  on  it  J"  These  were  the  wortls 
that  rang  in  her  ears.  One  night,  as  she  was  retiring,  she  was  star- 
tle<l  by  three  flashes  of  liglit.  Tliey  appeared  to  come  from  the  inside 
of  her  red  shag  cotton  *^  waistcoat,"  which  she  had  just  taken  off  and 
was  about  to  hang  ui)on  a  peg.  She  quickly  held  up  the  garment 
between  her  hands  a  second  time,  but  there  was  no  flasli.  A  double 
Indian  mat  was  between  her  and  the  fire,  so  that  no  light  could  have 
been  east  from  that.  For  several  nights  she  held  up  the  red  waist- 
coat, but  no  fla.sh  of  light  was  seen. 

A  mouth  later  Mrs.  Bedortha  was  delivered  of  a  child.  Before 
her  recoveiT  she  became  afflicted  in  a  strange,  mysterious  way.  She 
felt  u|X)n  her  left  side  sharp  pains  as  though  pierced  by  knives  in 
three  different  places.  "  Suddenly  after,"  she  said,  "  my  thoughts 
were  that  this  cnhI  might  come  uix)n  me  from  the  said  threatening 
spi^ech  of  Hugh  Parsons.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  I  was  sick  in  any 
other  part  of  my  l)ody,  but  in  the  said  three  places  only,  and  by  the 
extremity  of  these  prickings  only."  Those  who  are  familiar  with 
Cotton  Mather's  elaborate  accounts  of  how  the  little  *'  gentleman  in 
black  "  was  in  the  habit  of  pinching  and  pricking  people,  will  at  once 
see  the  drift  of  such  e\ideuce.  Her  nurse  was  a  widow,  Mrs. 
Marshfield,  who  had  once  lived  at  Windsor,  herself  a  character  not 
free  from  rumored  connection  with  witchcraft.  It  is  within  the  possi- 
bilities that  the  widow  at  once  went  all  through  the  neighborhood,  and 
while  the  good  matrons  were  carding  or  spinning  (for  it  was  then  win- 
ter) described  the  prickings  as  well  as  the  threatenings  of  Hugh  Par- 
sons.    And  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  Mrs.  Parsons  (Mary  I^wis) 
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heard  of  the  reflections  u|)on  her  husband's  character  with  high  re- 
sentment. Widow  Mai^shtield  and  (ioody  Parsons  at  any  rate  fell 
out.  "There  are  divers  strange  lights  seen  of  late  in  the  meddow 
that  were  never  seen  l>efore  v*"  Widdow  Marshfeild  came  to  towne," 
said  Mrs.  Parsons  by  way  of  a  home-thrust  at  Mrs.  Mai-bhfield. 
Mrs.  Parsons   also   went    alonir  the  street  and  elal)orated  her  case 

v. 

against  the  widow  Mai-shfield.  She  charged  that  the  widow  envied 
every  child  born  at  Windsor  until  her  daughter  bet^ame  a  mother,  but 
that  the  child  soon  died, —  and  so  did  her  cow!  -'It  was  publicly 
known,"  whispered  (tooiW  Parsons,  ''  that  the  devil  followed  her 
at  her  house  in  Windsor,  and  for  ought  I  know  follows  her  here." 
This  talking  match  between  the  two  goodies  culminated  in  a  suit 
for  slander,  brought  by  >ri*s.  Bedortha\s  widowed  nui*se  against 
Mrs.  Parsons ;  and  William  Pynchon,  after  due  deliberation,  con- 
demned Mrs.  Pai*sons  to  twentv  lashes,  to  be  administered  bv  the 
constable  after  lecture,  or  to  pay  to  Mi-s.  Mai*shtield  £8  damages 
*'  towards  the  reparation  of  her  go<xl  name." 

The  payment  of  this  fine  to  the  widow  was  in  Indian  corn,  twenty- 
four  bushels,  and  when  it  was  offered  Hugh  asked  her  to  abate  one- 
third  ;  but  she  refused,  because  Hugh  had  said  after  the  trial  that 
her  witnesses  had  given  false  testimony.  Thereupon  Pai'sons  ex- 
claimed in  his  usual  recklessly  mysterious  way,  ''Take  it!  "  and  he 
added,  '*•  It  will  be  but  as  wildfire  to  this  liouse  and  as  a  moth  to  vour 
garment  1*11  warrant  you,  and  make  accoimt  it  is  but  lent  you ! " 
Mrs.  Marshfield  secured  her  corn,  but  with  it  the  fatalitv  of  some 
overhanging  machination. 

Mrs.  Marshfield,  who  was  the  sister  of  Samuel  Marshfield,  so  often 
figuring  in  our  early  history,  was  continuall}'  on  the  watch.  Her 
daughter  was  presently  taken  with  fits.  The  threats  and  the  fits  ran 
hand  in  hand  all  over  the  excited  plantation.  They  visited  every 
household,  and  frightened  the  godly  folk  half  out  of  their  wits ;  but 
no  one  seemed  called  upon  to  secure  the  arrest  of  l*arsons.  Martha 
Moxon  and  her  sister,  daughters  of  the  minister,  had  preWous  to  this 
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also  l)eeu  taken  dowu  with  fits,  and  the  reverend  father  at  once  recalled 
the  fact  that  Parsons  had  grnnibled  becanse  compelled  to  build  his 
chimney  according  to  contract,  and  had  even  made  a  mysterious  re- 
mark that  the  bricks  would  do  Moxon  no  good. 

Public  opinion  now  ran  strongly  against  the  Parsonses.  No  devi- 
ation from  the  dead  prose  of  life  could  take  place,  but  it  was  mys- 
teriously connected  with  the  quarrelsome  family  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  street.  Whenever  the  red  coat  of  Hugh  Parsons  appeared, 
women  trembled  and  clung  to  their  children.  The  terrible  fact  was 
whispered  in  every  kitchen,  — Springfield  had  a  witch  I 

Five  months  after  the  Marshfield-Parsons  slander  case  the  wife  of 
Hugh  Parsons  gave  birth  to  a  child,  which  lived  but  a  year.  The 
mother's  condition  now  became  serious.  Iler  husband  was  calcu- 
lated by  nature  to  irritate  and  annoy  her.  When  he  was  about  the 
house  frequent  disagreements  occurred,  and  his  long  absences  she 
considered  heartless  neglect  of  his  family.  These  strained  relations, 
the  eye  of  suspicion  and  the  finger  of  the  gossip  turned  upon  them 
by  the  community,  and  finally  the  death  of  the  child,  worked  Mrs. 
Mary  Parsons's  highly-strung  organism  into  a  flighty,  hysterical  con- 
dition. She  was  being  pushed  down  one  more  step  in  the  long  staii'- 
case  that  led  her  from  vivacious  maideniiood  to  the  level  of  a  social 
outcast  and  the  inmate  of  prisons. 

Sarah,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Edwards,  added  to  the  fear  of  Hugh 
Parsons  by  telling  how  he  had  called  at  their  house  for  milk,  and 
bow,  after  she  had  refused  to  give  iiini  more  than  a  pennyworth,  the 
cow  almost  "•  dried  up,'*  and  the  next  day  the  milk  was  as  "  yellow 
as  saffron,"  and  each  day  it  turned  to  some  other  *'  strange  odd 
color."  Neighbor  (Jrittith  Jones,  not  to  be  outdone  in  the  relation  of 
wondere  alx>ut  the  doings  of  Parsons,  told  the  IJedorthas,  who  lived 
next  door,  that  \x\)0\\  the  Lord's  da}^  he  had  left  his  wife  at  a  neigh- 
lM>r'8  house  after  the  first  sermon,  and  gone  iiome.  He  proceeded  to 
'*  take  up  "his  dinner  and  to  put  it ''on  a  little  table  made  on  a 
cradle  head."     He  then  looked  for  a  knife,  he  having  two,   but  they 
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were  both  missing,  and  so  he  was  compelled  to  use  at  dinm-r  an  old 
rasty  knife  in  a  basket  *'  where  I  had  things  to  mend  shoes  withall." 
After  clearinoj  awav  his  dinner  dishes  he  laid  the  rustv  knife  on  the 
corner  of  the  table  "  to  cutt  a  Pip  of  Tobacco  w*'*all,"  fed  his  pig, 
which  had  come  up  close  to  the  door,  and  returned,  only  to  find  three 
knives  on  the  table,  ''  w**^  made  me  blush  !  **  He  had  presence  of 
mind  to  cut  his  pi|x»  of  tobacco,  however,  and  at  that  very  instant 
Parsons  came  in  and  asked  if  he  was  ready  to  return  to  the  meeting- 
house. They  smoked  together,  and  Jones  told  all  through  the  neigh- 
borhood that  Parsons  had  l)ewitched  tht»  knives. 

Anthony  I>orchest4»r,  emi»U)yed  by  Parsons,  had  one-fourth  interest 
in  a  cow  which  when  killed  was  divide<i,  his  employer  owning  another 
one-fourth.  Both  wanted  the  tongue  of  the  animal,  but  it  fell  to 
Dorchester,  and  subs4»quently,  when  cooking  it,  it  mysteriously  dis- 
appeared from  the  |K)t.  It  was  the  work  of  a  witch,  of  course, 
(leorge  Lankton  slipixMl  a  pudding  out  of  a  bag  one  day  after  it  was 
cooked,  his  wife  Hannah  lx»mg  indis|)osed,  and  the  pudding  parted 
fix>m  end  to  end  as  though  cut  with  a  knife.  Lankton  had  previously 
refust*d  to  sell  Pai*sons  some  hay.  Parsons  nuide  a  bai*gain  for  a 
piece  of  land  of  Thomas  ^Hller,  and  ^filler  immediately  thereafter 
cut  his  leg  while  chopping,  ^fen  heard  strange  noises  at  night  like 
filiuij:  of  saws.  Blanche  Bedortha's  clnld,  now  two  vears  old, 
cried  out  one  day  tliat  it  was  afraid  of  Pai*sons's  dog :  Parsons  had 
no  dog.  l*arsons  was  at  Longmeadow  at  work  when  he  heaixl  of  the 
death  of  his  second  child.  Several  i>eoi)le  wen'  near  him  and  heard 
him  say,  *'  1  will  cut  a  pi|>e  of  tobacco  before  I  go  home.'*  The 
speech  was  in  everybody's  mouth  before  the  day  was  done,  and  when 
appealed  to  for  an  ex]>lanation  for  this  unfatherly  placidity,  he  re- 
plied, ''  I  was  very  full  of  sorrow  for  the  death  of  it  in  private, 
though  not  in  public."  Even  the  worthy  Henry  Smith  could  not  with- 
stand the  infection.  He  had  once  refused  to  sell  Pai-sons  some  jx'as, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1G48  it  was  n^membered  that  two  of  his  chil- 
dren had  died. 
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The  effect  upon  Mrs.  Pnrsons  was  pitia]>le.  She  was  already  in  a 
decHne,  suffering  from  consumption.  Her  every  movement  was 
watched.  Disgrace  followed  close  upon  her  heels  niid  her  wavering 
mind  iuNited  a  subtle  suspicion  :  Was  not  her  own  Iiusband  really  a 
witch?  The  tragedy  had  lx»gun,  —  Mrs.  Parsons  was  becoming  in- 
sane. The  suspicion  tliat  her  husband  was  in  league  with  the  devil 
became  a  mania.  She  watched  him  with  cat-like  tenacitv.  When  he 
lay  asleep  she  would  search  for  the  little  black  marks  which  in  those 
days  the  devil  was  supposed  to  jnit  upon  those  making  a  covenant  of 
witchcraft.  She  did  not  find  the  dexaFs  sign-manual  upon  his  body, 
but  he  talked  wildly  in  his  sleep,  and  had  satanic  dreams,  which  he 
uan*ated  upon  waking.     So  time  wore  on. 

The  death  of  Mi's.  Parsons*s  second  child,  .Joshua,  took  place 
March  1,  IGol.  She  was  now  ready  for  the  worst,  and  she  went 
before  Magistrate  Pynchon  and  made  oath  that  her  husband  was  a 
witch,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  her  infant.  Parsons  him- 
self had  been  under  legal  examination  some  time  before. 

"•  Ah,  Witcii  I  Ah,  Witch  I  "  cried  (4oody  Stebbins  as  Constable 
Mirrick  took  Parsons  past  her  door,  and  she  fell  down  in  a  fit. 
Miles  Morgan  had  been  visiting  Thomas  Miller  when  the  dreaded  man 
had  approached  a  short  time  before,  and  he  saw  Miller's  wife  fly  into 
a  passion  and  cry,  "^  (iet  thee  gone,  Hugh  Parsons  !  Get  thee  gone  ! 
If  thou  wilt  not  goe,  1  will  goe  to  M^  Pynchon  and  he  shall  have 
thee  away  !  "  and  she  too  fell  prostrate  upon  the  ground.  The  red 
coat  of  Hugh  Parsons  was  the  nightmare  of  the  village. 

The  examination  before  Mr.  Pvnchon  oiilv  added  to  the  conster- 
nation  of  the  comnmnity.  Jonathan  Taylor,  after  listening  to  Mrs. 
Pai*sons's  evidence  against  her  husband,  saw  in  his  dreams  three 
snakes  on  the  floor,  and  one  of  them  with  black  and  yellow  stripes 
bit  him  on  the  forehead.  He  tiien  heard  a  solemn  voice  cry  out, 
''  Death  I  "  Tlmt  voice  was  like  the  voice  of  Hugh  Parsons.  '*•  Death  I 
That  is  a  lie  !  "  shouted  Taylor  ;  ''  it  was  never  known  that  such  a 
snake  killed  a  man."     But  Taylor  was  by  this  time  shaking  so  that  he 
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roused  his  wife,  wlio  <licl  everytliing  to  rescue  him  from  his  unseemly 
dreams.  After  Marv  Parsous  had  made  oath  to  the  witchcraft 
of  her  husbaud  she  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Cooper  for 
safe-keeping,  and  as  Coojx^r  watched  the  wretched,  unnerved  woman, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  asking  her  questions,  either  from  curiosity, 
pity,  or  a  desire  to  extract  new  evidence.  Here  is  the  record  of  Mr. 
Cooper's  remarkable  testimony  :  — 

1  said  to  her  why  do  you  8])eak  co  of  y""  Husband ;  inethinks  if  he  were  a  witch 
there  would  some  apparent  Signe  or  Mark  of  it  appoare  upon  his  Body,  for  they 
say  Witches  have  Teates  uppon  some  p*  or  other  of  their  Ik>dy,  but  as  far  as  I 
heere  there  is  not  any  such  apparent  Thinge  uppon  his  Body.  She  answereii,  it 
is  not  always  so ;  but,  said  she.  why  do  I  say  so.  I  liave  no  Skill  in  Witcliery ; 
but,  said  she.  why  niay  it  not  be  with  him  as  it  was  with  me ;  that  Night  I  was  at 
Goodman  Asldies :  the  Devell  mav  come  into  his  bodv  onlv  like  a  Wind,  and  so 
goe  forth  againe,  for  so  tlie  Divill  tould  me  that  niglit  (for  I  think  I  should  have 
bin  a  Witch  afore  now  l)ut  tluit  I  was  afraid  to  see  the  Divill.  lest  he  should  fright 
me.)  But  the  Divill  tould  me  that  I  should  not  Feare  that  (I  will  not  come  in 
any  Apparition,  but  only  come  into  thy  Body  Uke  a  Wind,  and  trouble  thee  a  little 
While,  and  p»'sntly  go  forth  againe ;)  and  so  I  consented ;  and  that  Night  I  was  with 
my  Husband  and  Goodwifc  Mericke  and  Besse  Sewell,  in  Goodman  Stebbinges  his 
Lott;  and  we  were  sometymes  likeCatts,  and  sometymes  in  our  owne  shaiK*,  and 
we  were  a  pKwlding  for  some  goml  clieere ;  and  they  made  me  to  go  barefoote 
and  mak  the  Fiers.  because  I  ha<l  <leclare<l  so  nnich  at  >P.  PynchonV. 

Wretched  woman  I  She  had  l>een  made  victim  to  every  relation  of 
life,  whether  as  wife,  inhabitant,  or  church  member.  Her  first  mar- 
riage to  a  Koman  Catholic  had  brought  her  into  bad  oilor ;  her  second 
marriage  to  a  Udkative,  happy-go-lucky,  pipe-smoking  bricklayer, 
who  evidently  had  a  way  of  appropriating  other  people's  goods  on 
occasion,  and  maliciously  resenting  all  reflections  upon  his  character, 
drew  her  down  to  a  level  of  life  where  even  her  strong  i)oints  but 
made  fuel  for  the  fires  of  persecution.  This  highh'-struug  creature 
was  forced  to  lose,  fii'st,  respect  for  her  neiglilx)rs,  then  respect  for 
her  husband,  an<l  finally  resi)ect  for  herself.      Then  her  mind  gave 
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way,  but  uot  lier  self -consciousness  ;  for  her  final  terror  came  upon 
her  witli  all  the  force  of  remorse.  She  had  charged  her  husband  with 
murder  and  witchcraft.  Tliis  was  her  remorse.  "  They  made  me  to 
go  barefoote,  and  mak  the  fires,  be(!ause  1  liad  declared  so  much  at 
M^  Pj-nchon's."  These  words  give  the  full  force  of  her  remorse. 
Her  husband  had  been  carried  to  Boston  (about  March  20,  1651),  but 
more  evidence  was  being  taken  against  liim  at  Springfield,  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Ray.  Madness  and  remorse  brought  a  change  in  the 
burden  of  her  talk,  and  Mrs.  Parsons  finally  confessed  that  the  blood 
of  her  child  was  upon  her  own  hands.  She  went  farther,  and  declared 
herself  to  be  under  the  influence  of  Satan.  Iler  wild  words  were  ac- 
cepted for  the  sober  truth,  and  she  too  was  conveyed  to  Boston  under 
an*est  for  both  murder  and  witchcraft.  If  her  distracted  brain  re- 
sponded in  any  degree  to  an  appreciation  of  the  situation,  she  at  least 
had  the  sad  relief  of  knowing  tliat  the  same  tongue  which  had  placed 
her  husband  under  the  shadow  of  the  gallows  had  undone  the  mis- 
chief in  part  by  putting  her  by  his  side,  or  rather  in  his  place.  Mrs. 
Parsons's  jm'y  in  May  accepted  lier  crazy  confession  of  child-nmrder, 
but  refused  to  believe  her  a  witdi.  The  General  Court  confirmed  the 
verdict ;  she  was  sentenced  to  V)e  hanged,  and  the  death  watch  was 
placed  over  her. 

Upon  the  morning  named  for  the  execution  she  was  too  feeble  to 
be  moved  from  her  cell,  and  she  was  respited.  The  second  day  of 
doom  came,  but  Mary  Lewis  Parsons  lay  dead  upon  her  couch.  She 
is  as  much  a  martyr  to  be  held  in  commiserating  memory  by  us,  as 
many  others  who  fell  by  the  way  during  the  making  of  Springfield. 

The  trial  of  Hugh  Parsons  in  June  ended  in  conviction,  but  in  May, 
1652,  the  General  Court  refused  to  confirm  the  verdict,  and  he  es- 
caped the  gallows.  He  left  Boston,  and  probably  Massachusetts, 
and  was  never  seen  in  Springfield  again. 

While  the  machinery  of  local  government  went  steadily  on,  there 
are  uot  wanting  indications  of  an  unsettled  spirit  in  the  community. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  had  shown  a  decided  preference  for  *'  the 
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longe  meddowe,"  and,  foreseeing  that  that  part  of  the  town  was  des- 
tined to  grow  in  importance,  a  request  was  lodged  for  a  pennit  to 
surrender  the  planting-grounds  upon  the  river-bank,  and  to  take  lands 
back  ui)on  the  next  plantation.  This  request  was  granted  in  1648. 
Three  yeai-s  after,  lands  were  apportioned  at  Pecowsie  and  Mill  river 
as  follows :  — 

The  names  of  such  as  ImTe  meddow  granted  y"*,  &  how  they  are  to  ly,  by  lot. 

On  Paeowsiek  beginning  at  >**'  lower  end. 

Benj*  Cooly   lys  1st  who  hath  3  acres 

Anthony  Dorchester  2<1  4  acres 

Widdow  Bliss  3d  3 

Roger  Prichanl  & 


} 


4th  1  &  4 

John  Lombard 

Xath  I^itchard  5th  4 

John  Harmon  r>th  2^ 

On  y^  Mill  Kiver  beginning  lowermost  on  y**  south  east  branch,  &  so  going 
up  to  y«*  litle  brooke  &.  then  upward  to  y*-lG- acres,  and  so  on  to  y*' North- 
branch  and  y^'  upper  end  &  then  come  downwanl  &  lastlv  to  y^  lake  or  pond. 

4  acres 
2 

2 
2 

u 

1 
1 

2 
2 
4 
4 

34 

.5 

3 

3 

1 

1 


\Vm  CUrk 

1st 

Nath  Bliss 

2d 

Miles  Morgan 

M\ 

Jno  Leanord 

4th 

Rich  Exell 

.'ith 

Jonathan  Burt 

<>th 

Sam  Marshfield 

7 

Benja  Mun 

8 

James  Briilgmau 

y 

Mr  .Mozon 

10 

Jno  Drembleton 

11 

Henry  Chapen 

12 

Kobert  Ashlv 

13 

John  Lamb 

14 

Tho:  Mirick 

15 

Henry  Burt 

\{\ 

Wni  Warinar 

17 

Rice  Be<lortha 

IM 
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19 

1 

20 

I 

21 

1 

Tlio  Cooper 
Jonath  Taylor 
Sam  Chapen 


Robert  ^Vshley's  section  >vii8  given  on  condition  that  he  keep  an 
ordinary,  ]>ut  it  was  to  be  surrendered  in  case  he  failed  in  this 
respect. 

The  fact  that  John  Pvnchon  was  becominj^  an  extensive  trader  and 
business  man  was  probably  due  to  the  encouragement  of  his  father, 
who  felt  that  he  himself  was  not  destined  to  spend  his  closing  days  in 
Springfield.  The  son  was  pushed  forward  in  both  public  and  private 
affairs,  and  soon  gained  the  confidence  of  the  conmmnity.  In  the 
winter  of  lGr)()  we  find  that,  *' It  is  agreed  by  the  Towne  that  if 
M*".  John  Pynchon  will  make  a  chamber  over  the  meeting-house  and 
l)oard  it :  he  shall  have  the  use  of  it  entirely  to  himself  for  Ten  years," 
when  the  town  could  secure  it  by  paying  the  expense  of  building  it. 
A  year  later  a  dispute  arose  between  John  Pynchon  and  the  town 
over  this  chamber.  The  young  man  used  the  chamber  for  storing 
corn  ;  many  feared  that  the  grain  would  come  down  u|x>n  their  heads, 
and  he  was  limited  to  400  bushels  at  one  time,  unless  he  "  underprop 
y*  floor."     The  town  finally  bought  the  chamber  outright. 

There  is  not  a  line  of  manuscript  of  this  period  extant  that  can 
be  pointed  to  as  evidence  that  the  course  of  ^Ir.  Moxon's  teachings 
was  not  in  full  accord  with  the  orthodox  views  of  the  tunes,  and. vet  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  he  differed  with  the  great  divines  down  at 
the  Bay.  One  wondei-s  what  was  the  occasion  of  this  action,  taken 
Dec.  27,  1049:  "It  is  alsoe  ordered  y'  y*  select  Townsmen  w*"* 
y*  Deacons  shall  in  y*'  ]>ehalfe  of  the  Towne  draw  up  &  send  down 
to  y*  elders  a  letter  desiring  y'"  to  explaine  y®  cleere  meaninge  of 
y*  voates  concerninge  M'.  ^loxon's  maintenance." 

In  1052  John  Pvnchon  headed  a  committee  to  bar":ain  with  !Mr. 
Moxon  for  all  of  his  Springfield  real  estate,  which,  after  due  delibera- 
tion and  several  meetings,  was  brought  about,  the  agreement  being  thnt 
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his  home-lot  and  buildings,  and  all  of  his  meadow,  wood,  an<l  plant- 
ing-grounds should  "  Kemaine  for  ever  to  y*  use  of  \**  Inhabitants 
of  Springfeild."  In  165.')  a  formal  vole  was  passed  dedicating  this 
property  for  the  peq>etual  use  of  the  ministry.  The  price  paid  Mr. 
Moxou  for  his  property  was  £70.  This  was  alK>ut  what  he  received 
:is  a  yearly  stipend,  but  there  had  been  some  uncertainty  even  aliout 
this,  as  can  be  inferred  from  a  clause  in  the  following  treasurer's 
ac*count,  approved  Jan.  IM)^  IG51  :  — 

M'.  Mozod's  maiiiteiiaiiiv 7(>  (N) 

.\r.  Will.  Pvnchoii  for  the  Bell 0.'»  00 

for  M^  Moxon  wch  he  pil  fur  y*"  Towiie  upon  y'  close  last  yeare.  10  <X> 

M^  .Tohn  Pynchoii  for  a  harrell  of  |Hiwiler  for  a  towne  stock  07  12       fi 

I  qr  11  lbs  niuskett  bullets  &  ye  caske 01  17       tl 

.50  L  of  match  &c 01  13       4 

for  v»  cartwav  to  v^  foot  of  v  falls 10  in)      0 

•  •  •  • 

21     <«       4 
for   charjres   about  re|myriii};e  the  meeting  howse.  hanging  the 

bell  &  other  charges Is    Ot>    00 

for  kilUnge  o  wolves      .........         or»    o:)    (Ml 

Totall  12!»     03    «>4 

It  is  agreed  ami  onlcretl  that  the  prices  of  come  for  payment  of  all  these  rates 
shall  be  wheate  at  '.W  l(Kl  per  bg.  pease  at  Ss  |>er  bg.  Indian  at  2s  (h1  i>er  bg.  only 
M'.  Moxon's  rate  we  are  to  agree  with  him. 

The  purchase  of  the  Moxon  proi>erty  was  a  wise  move  uix)n 
general  principles,  but  it  meant  also  that  the  iK>or  plantation  was 
about  to  suffer  a  great  los>.  The  Mav  session  of  the  Massachu.setts 
Bav  General  Court  of  16.*»1,  which  confinneil  Mary  Parsons's  death- 
sentence,  was  furnished  forth  with  a  matter  of  still  greater  importance 
in  the  eyes  of  the  great  men  of  that  day.  The  waters  of  tribulation 
had  gathered  alx>ut  the  great,  clear- visioned  founder  of  Springfield. 
He  had  reached  Boston  from  Springfield  in  company  with  Henry 
Smith,  the  deputy,  and  a  number  of  citizens  ready  to  swear  in  the 
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Parsons  cases.  He  hiid  not  been  elected  jissistant  as  in  former 
yeai*s,  because  a  cloud  huu<»'  over  his  head  touching  liis  theology. 
Mary  Parsons  lay  in  jail  awaiting  lier  execution ;  her  husband  had 
not  yet  had  his  trial.  Mr.  Pynchon  was  also  oppressed  by  the 
'^  present  troubles  of  his  family."  Some  of  the  brightest  minds  of 
Boston  were  set  at  work  to  win  ^Ir.  Pynchon  back  to  an  orthodox 
belief.  It  was  his  hour  of  humiliation,  and  unless  one  can  realize 
the  terrible  weight  of  a  despotic  popular  sentiment,  it  will  be  useless 
to  attempt  an  explanation  of  Mr.  Pynchon's  almost  heroic  retreat 
from  settled  theological  convictions.  The  solemn  court  had  just  con- 
firmed the  sentence  of  death  upon  Mary  Parsons  when  Mr.  Pynchon's 
retraction  was  presented  and  considered.  Here  it  is,  as  set  forth  in 
the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  :  — 

Acconiing  to  the  Court's  mlvice.  I  have  conferred  with  the  Rev.  M"".  Cotton, 
M*"  Norrice  and  M'  Norton  about  some  poynts  of  the  greatest  consequence  in  iny 
lH»oke.  and  1  hojH?  have  so  explayned  my  meauinge  to  them  as  to  take  off  the 
worst  construction;  and  it  hath  pleased  (iod  to  let  me  see  that  I  have  not  spoken 
m  my  booke  so  fully  of  the  jirice  ami  merrit  of  Christ's  sufferings  as  I  should 
have  done,  for  in  niv  booke  I  call  them  but  trialls  of  his  obedience,  vet  intend- 
inge  thereby  to  amplyfy  and  exalt  the  mediatorial!  obedyence  of  Christ  as  the  only 
lueritorious  price  of  man's  redemption ;  but  now  at  present,  I  am  nnich  inclined 
to  thinke  that  his  sufferings  were  api)oynt^d  by  Go<l  for  a  further  end,  namely, 
ai*  the  due  punishment  of  our  sins  In-  way  of  satisfaction  to  divine  justice  for 
man's  redemption. 

This  document  was  signed,  ^'Yo""  humble  servant,  in  all  dutyfull 
respects,  William  Finchon."  It  will  be  out  of  the  limits  set  for  this 
history  to  follow  the  steps  of  this  fierce  theological  controversy,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  affected  the  Springfield  plantation.  Mr.  Pynchon 
had  found  time  to  discuss  somewhat  philosophically  and  intuitively 
the  doctrine  of  atonement,  and  he  had  gradually  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  Christ's  mediatorial  obedience  was  a  more  important 
element  in  the  agency  that  secured  man's  redemption  than  His  suf- 
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ferings.  He  had  written  ijuite  a  piiiiip)ilet  ii|x>ii  tliin  siiliject.  and  had 
sent  il  to  Knyrland  for  piiMii-atiou.  It  wsis  tin;  now  famous  •■  Mert- 
torioiis  Prkf  of  our  Kedeiii|itiou."     It  i-eaeliiM  lio>toii   during  t!i.- 


w«Hion  of  tliP  Octol)or  foiirt.  \C.:,0.  ami  in-odwid  the  most  profound 
CO  I  wtt' mat  ion,  (Jail  waH  uh  vitjd  ns  jri-.icr  U>  llu-  Itoston  ilivinr  : 
witliout  liny  unm:ccHttury  ceremony  the  iNMtk  w:is  <ii-dt'rc<l  to  he  luniied 
in  till-  markit-i>li«<*  iifl'-i'  Icctniv.  and  the  distiii'.'uisht-<)  Jlr.  Xoiioii, 
of  liiMwich,  wjiK  Mulise<iLnntly  clioscu  to  jne|i!uv  mid  jndilisii  ii  reply 
to  Mr.  Pynehon's  Ixtok.  Mr.  Norton  wjis  jiwt  Ilie  man  for  sm-li  n 
conn  Mission.  lie  hiwl  Invn  a  lirilliant  student  at  Caml>i*iil<!e.  was  sel 
otliiiusl  .Vnniniiniisin.  and  was  one  of  the   iHilitieo-theolopaus  «ho 
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iuUmI  New  England.  John  Cotton,  in  liis  hist  days,  when  much  con- 
<-t»nu»d  about  a  sueeossor  to  his  i)ulpit,  dreamed  that  lie  saw  Mr. 
Norton  eoniing  into  Boston  on  a  white  liorse.  It  fell  out  (so  Cotton 
Mather  claims)  that  Mr.  Norton,  when  he  entered  Boston  to  take 
(•harjj:e  of  John  Cotton's  church,  did  ride  upon  a  white  horse.  Tliis 
was  the  advocate  appealed  to  hy  ^lassachusetts  to  give  battle  to 
AVilliam  Pvnchon  over  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement,  and  it  will  be 
found  upon  reading  Norton's  reply  and  Pynchon's  second  lx)ok  that 
our  honored  pioneer  was  (piite  the  etpial  of  the  university  student  as 
a  logician,  and  much  his  superior  in  the  n*nsoning  that  is  ])ascd  uiK)n 
the  inspiration  of  a  catholic  heart  and  a  broad  mind.  We  can  make 
this  claim  without  casting  reflections  u|)()n  the  Boston  scheme  of  gov- 
ernment, which  for  that  age  wns  a  protest  against  the  worldly  for- 
malism of  the  English  Church. 

The  cautiously  worded  retraction  which  Mr.  Pynchon  felt  justitied 
in  submitting  did  not  quite  reconcile  the  authorities  at  the  Bay.  In 
a  frigid  manner  they  simply  voted  that  he  was  ''  in  a  hopefull  way  to 
give  good  satisfaction,"  and  allowed  him  to  return  home,  but  bound 
him  over  to  answer  still  further  at  the  next  session.  Henry  Smith 
was  at  once  substitutetl  as  magistrate  at  Springfield,  however,  — 
a  bit  of  stern  discipline  which  ^Ir.  Pynchon  deei)ly  felt. 

The  merits  of  Mr.  Pvnchon's  conviction  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the 
atonement  would  take  a  chapter  to  detail.  lie  claimed,  in  short,  that 
Christ's  obedience  was  set  over  against  Adam's  disobedience  ;  that  if 
He  hiul  died  unwillingly,  the  sacrifice  would  not  have  been  sutticient. 
^'  His  divine  nature,"  argues  Mr.  Pynchon,  ''  was  the  altar  upon 
which  He  sacrificed  His  human  nature.  Yet  His  meditorial  death 
was  a  miraculous  death.  The  devil  and  his  agents  had  power  to 
bruise  Him,  and  to  nail  Him  to  the  cross.  But  they  had  no  power  to 
separate  His  Soul  from  His  body.  So  His  death  was  not  passive  but 
active ;  and,  therefore,  a  part  of  his  meditorial  obedience." 

Those  familiar  with  the  long  course  of  the  discussion  over  the  plii- 
losophy  of  the  atonement,  and  the  old  Puritan  tenets,  will  understand 
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whv  P^•uellon's  \xx)k  fvd  tlie  dames  on  I^>ston  C  onimou,  and  wliv  tlu* 
(Teneral  Court  liastencnl  to  draw  up  a  protest  to  semi  Iwck  to  England 
in  a  vessel  that  was  readv  to  wei«:Ii  anebor.  At  that  time  tlie  Pvnchon 
book  had  not  been  read,  but  was  condemned  by  its  title-page  alone. 
Thf  death  of  (Tovemor  Winthrop  had  given  the  moiv  orthodox  in 
Nf w  England  greater  freedom  to  work  out  to  the  full  their  lK*liefs. 
Sir  Henrv  Vam*.  like  Winthrop,  had  been  a  wann  personal  friend  of 
Mr.  Pvnrhon.  and  he  wn>te  the  Massachusetts  authorities  from  Eng- 
land, in  the  spring  of  lf»*)2,  ad\'ising  them  to  deal  with  Pj-nchonin  a 
lirotherly  way,  antl  to  encourage  him  to  remain  longer  in  the  senice 
of  the  churches.     Sir  Henry's  letter  bn»ught  this  reply  :  — 

HoxoiREi*  >IK.  We  retvivtnl  vour  letter  t>eariiif;  date  the  l.*»ih  of  April.  l«i.'»2. 
written  in  the  behalf  of  M""  William  Piucheoii.  who  is  one  that  wedidall  love  an«l 
respect.  But  his  hook  ami  the  doctrine  therein  e«intainetl  we  cannot  hut  abhor  as 
pernicious,  and  <lan^rou$:  and  are  much  erievetl.  that  such  an  erroneous  pamph- 
let wa«  pennetl  by  any  New  England  man.  es|KtMally  a  Magistrate  amongst  us, 
wherein  he  taketh  upon  him  to  condemn  the  judgment  of  mttst.  if  not  all.  I>«»rh 
ancient  anil  miMlern  divines,  who  were  learne<l.  orthodox  anil  gtMlly  in  a  point  of 
90  great  weight  and  concernment,  as  tend  to  the  salvation  of  (lod's  elect,  and  the 
contrarA'.  wliich  he  maintains  to  the  destruction  of  such  a5  follow  it.  Neither 
have  we  ever  h<»anl  of  anv  one  iro«llv  orthodox  divine,  tliat  evt* r  hehl  what  lie 
hath  written :  nor  do  mc  know  any  one  of  our  ministers  in  all  tin*  four  jurisdic- 
tions tliat  doth  approve  of  the  same:  but  all  do  judge  it  as  erroneous  and  hereti- 
cal. Ami  to  the  end  that  we  might  give  satisfaction  to  all  the  w«>rld  of  our  just 
proceedings  against  him.  and  for  tlie  avoiding  of  any  just  offeniv  tit  W'  taken 
against  us.  we  cau.'Jed  M*  John  Norton,  teacher  of  the  church  of  Ipswich,  to 
aJiswcr  his  lHH)k  fully,  which,  if  it  be  priiite«l.  we  hope  it  will  givi-  your>elf  and 
all  indifferent  men  full  satisfaction. 

M^  l*inclnH»n  might  have  kept  his  judgment  to  hiniaielf.  as  it  set»ms  he  did 
alxive  thirty  yi*ars,  nufest  of  >« liich  time  he  liath  live«l  amongst  u^  with  honour, 
much  res)Hft,  ami  lovt*.  But  when  Goil  left  him  to  himself  in  the  publishing,  and 
spn»ading  oi  his  erronetius  Inxik  here  amongst  u»,  to  the  endangering  of  the  faith 
of  such  as  might  i*ome  to  read  them  .a*  the  like  effects  have  followetl  the  reading 
of  other  erroiu^ms  lHH>ks  bri»ught  over  into  these  parts  .  we  held  it  our  duty,  anil 
Indieveil  we  were  calleil  of  t.i\nl.  to  proceeil  against  him  accordingly.  And  this  we 
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Our  Redemption,    luftification,  ^c. 
Cleering  it  fromfome  common  Errors ; 

And  prorlng  , 

r  I .  That  Chrift  did  not  fuffer  for  us  thofe  nnutcerable  torments  of 
^    Gods  wrath,  that  commonly  are  called  Hcll-cormcnti,  to  re- 
I.  c     deem  our  fonlcs  from  them. 
Ja.  That  Chrid  did  not  bear  our  fms  by  Gods  imputation ,   and 
tl    therefore  he  did  not  bear  the  curfe  of  the  Law  forthem. 
^3,  That  Chrid  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  Law  (not 
R     by  fuflfering  the  fatd  cucfe  for  us  bat^  by  a  fatisfidory  price  of 
V    ztconemcnt;  ri«.  by  paying  or  pcrformmg  unto  bis  Father  that 
^^^^'d    invaluable  precious  thing  of  his  Mediatorial!  obedience,wherof 
*    his  Mediatorial!  Sacrifice  of  attonement  was  the  mafter. piece. 
4.  A  Hnncrs  righteoufnHIe  or  juflification  is  explained ,  and  clec- 
red  from  fome  common  Errors* 

By  WsBUm  P/ncbmj  Gentleman,  in  New-  England, 

The  Mcdiacor  raitb  thus  lo  his  Father  in  Pfsl  40.8, 1  o.  • 

I  delight  f  0  do  tbj  wilt  0  my  God^jtA  ihj  Law  it  vithin  my  heart ;  fv/(.)  I  ^di^ht  to  4o 

thy  will,  or  Law,  as  a  Mt^iator. 
J  btvc  Mt  hid  thy  rightfufnefftVMtbiM  mj  beart,  T  b»vf  Jet  tared  thy  fiutbfiitnejfc  ,  tnd 
thy  ftlvAtion:  Namely,!  hare  not  bid  ch;^  r^btcournefle,  or  tli/  way  of  making  iinntrt 
righteous,  but  have  <kclaced  it  hy  the  pcrfonxunce  of  my  MclliatoriUl  Sacrifice  of  at- 
tonrmenr,  as  the  procuring  cauic  of  tby  attooemcat^  to  tbc  great  Congregaiioa  fur  tbctr 
evecUQing  rtgbteoufaeflc. 
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Piintedby^. .».  for  George  Whittinrtov,  and  famesMoxtv,  aadare  to  be  fold  at 
the  bJoe  Aocboi:  in  Cora.hiirneer  the  Royall  Exchange.    16.^0. 
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cau  further  say.  and  that  truly,  that  we  used  nil  lawful  Christian  means,  with  as 
much  tenderness,  respect,  and  luve,  as  he  could  expect,  which  we  think  he  him- 
self will  acknowledge.  For  we  desired  divers  of  our  elders  such  as  he  himself 
liked,  to  confer  with  him  privately,  lovingly  and  meekly,  to  see  if  they  could  pri- 
vail  with  him  by  arguments  from  the  scriptures,  which  accordingly  was  done : 
and  he  was  then  thereby  so  far  convinced  that  he  seemed  to  yield  for  substance 
the  case  in  controversy  signetl  with  his  own  hand.  And  for  the  better  confirm- 
ing of  him  in  the  truth  of  God,  AP.  Norton  left  with  him  a  copy  of  the  hook  he 
writ  in  answer  to  him ;  and  the  Court  gave  him  divers  months  to  consider  both  of 
the  book,  and  what  had  been  spoken  unto  him  by  the  elders.  But  in  the  interim 
(as  it  is  reported)  he  recciveil  letters  fr«>m  Kngland.  which  encouragiMl  him  in 
hb  errors,  to  the  great  grief  of  us  all.  and  of  divers  others  of  the  peo])le  of  (mhI 
amongst  us.  We  therefore  leave  the  author,  together  with  the  fautors  and 
maintainers  of  such  o]iinions  to  the  great  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  who  juilgeth 
righteously  and  is  no  res|»ector  of  ]>ersons.  Toucliing  tliat  which  your  honoured 
self  doth  advise  us  unto.  viz.  not  to  censure  any  persons  for  matters  of  a  relig- 
ious nature  or  concernment,  we  desire  to  follow  any  gooil  advice  from  you.  or 
any  of  the  people  of  Goil.  according  to  the  rule  of  Goal's  wunl.  Yet  we  conceive, 
with  subemission  still  to  better  light,  tlmt  we  have  not  acted  in  M^  IMncheon's 
case  either  for  substance  or  circumstance,  as  far  as  we  can  discern,  otherwise 
tluin  according  unto  rule,  an<l  as  we  believe  in  conscience  to  GimPs  conmian<l.  we 
were  bound  to  do.  All  which  we  hope  will  so  far  satisfy  you  as  that  we  shall 
not  need  to  make  any  further  defence  touching  this  subject.  The  (timI  of  )M*ace 
and  truth  lead  you  into  all  faith,  and  guide  your  heart  aright  in  these  dangerous 
and  apostatising  times,  wherein  many  are  fallen  from  the  faith,  giving  heiMl  to 
errours,  and  make  you  an  instrument  (in  the  place  God  hath  called  you  unto)  of 
his  praise,  to  stand  for  his  truth  against  all  opposers  thereof,  which  will  brin<; 
you  peace  and  comfort  in  the  saddest  hours,  which  are  the  ]>raycrs  of.  Sir. 

Your  unworthv  servants. 
2U  October,  li;."i2.  John  Kndicott.  (Jov'r 

Past  by  the  Council.  Tho  Dudley  Dep'ty 

Hich.  Bellinghani 
Increas  Nowell 
Simon  Brail>treet 
\Vm  Hibbins 
Sam.  Sinionds 
Kobt  Bridifes 
John  Glover 
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After  Mr.  Pynehon  had  signed  his  retraction,  and  the  General 
Court  had  not  considered  it  full  enough  to  warrant  their  continuing 
him  in  his  i)osition  as  nuigistrate  at  Springfield,  Pynehon  returned 
home  with  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Smith.  No  one  can  say  why  Smith 
should  accept  a  mark  of  favor  which  was  a  rebuke  to  his  father-in- 
law,  and  no  one  can  really  say  that  he  did.  F'or  two  years  after  the 
burning  of  Mr.  Pynchon's  book  the  magistracy  book  is  blank.  If 
Mr.  Smith  act^d  as  local  judge,  he  left  no  record  of  it.  As  Pynehon 
rode  for  three  or  more  days  westward,  what  must  have  been  his 
thought?  —  loss  of  public  confidence,  an  object  of  hatred  by  the 
General  Court,  relieved  of  oflice,  disgraced,  and  siet  upon  by  busy 
tongues  I 

The  whole  Commonwealth  was  shaken  with  an  uneasy,  unsettled 
feeling.  Witchcraft  and  heresy  seemed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Boston 
divines,  to  be  walking  hand  in  hand.  Springfield  rested  under  a  cloud, 
and  the  names  of  William  Pynehon  and  Hugh  and  Mary  Parsons  were 
in  the  minds  of  the  stern  soldiers  of  the  gospel  when  they  recoixied 
the  following  solenni  decree :  ''  This  Court,  takeinge  into  consid- 
eracon  how  faiTe  Sathan  pvayles  amongst  us  in  respect  of  witchcraft, 
as  also  by  drawing  away  some  from  the  truth  to  the  pfession  &  prac- 
tise of  strauug  opinions,  &  also  consiileringe  the  state  &  condition 
of  England,  Ireland  &  Scotland,  &  the  great  thinges  now  in  hand 
there,  conceive  it  necessary  that  there  be  a  day  of  humiliation 
throughout  o'  jurisdiction  in  all  the  churches." 

Mr.  Pynchon's  feelings  can  best  be  inferred  from  his  acts.  He 
did  not  appear  at  the  October  term,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
<'ourt.  Mr.  Smith  attended  the  court,  but  after  remaining  a  few 
days  he  was  granted  special  leave  to  return.  When  it  became  known 
that  Mr.  Pynehon  was  not  to  be  present  during  the  session,  the 
4'Ourt  voted  that  it  "'is  willinge,  that  all  patience  be  exercised  tow- 
ards M'  Wm  Pinchon,  that,  if  it  be  possible,  he  may  be  reduced  into 
the  way  of  truth,  &  that  he  might  renounce  the  errours  &  haeresies 
published  in  his  booke ;   <&  for  that  end  doe  give  him  time  to  the 
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next  General  Courte  in  May  more  thoroughly  to  consider  of  the  s** 
errors  &  haeresies  in  liis  s'*  l)ooke,  «&  well  to  weigh  the  judi(*ious 
answer  of  M'.  John  Norton  thereto."  The  penalty  of  non-appear- 
ance was  £100. 

The  distress  at  Springfield  over  the  sirtinge  things  was  great.  Mr. 
Pynchon  had  determined  to  go  back  to  England  and  stay  there.  If 
his  retraction  was  not  sufticient,  then  he  could  never  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Bay  authorities. 

But  who  in  Springfield  were  to  go  with  him,  and  who  ti)  stay? 
Young  John  Pynchon  decideil  to  remain,  as  his  wife  naturally  o1>- 
jected  leaving  her  family  in  Connecticut.  But  Kli/ur  Holyoke  and 
his  wife  Marv  had  no  such  ties.  Would  thev  go  with  her  father? 
And  Henrv  Smith  and  his  wife, —  what  would  thev  do?  Here  was 
the  parting  of  the  ways,  and  on  the  decision  hung  the  fate  of  the 
western  Massachusetts  of  that  generation.  The  young  men  saved 
Spnngfield.  John  Pynchon  and  tllizur  Holyoke  stood  by  the  planta- 
tion, but  Henry  Smith  accompanied  the  retiring  party.  Hev.  Mr. 
Moxon,  t(X),  gave  up  his  pai'sonage.  his  new  church,  and  the  hopes 
that  had  gathered  around  them,  and  joined  Mr.  Pynchon's  party. 

William  Pynchon  suffered  the  usual  fate  of  men  who  are  ahead  of 
their  aire,  and  if  he  had  elected  to  remain  in  Massachusetts  he  would 
have  bei»n  banish(Hl,  without  doubt,  as  Hoger  Williams  had  been  a 
short  time  before.  His  career  in  New  England  was  pei*sonally  a 
trying  one,  most  of  the  time  antagonizing  the  tendencies  of  govern- 
ment hen*.  We  in  our  day  can  recognize  the  broad  spirit  that  moved 
him,  and,  at  the  same  time,  we  can  understand  the  motives  of  State 
that  dominated  the  earnest  men  of  the  Bav.  Thev  had  lied  from  a 
coiTui)t  civilization  to  the  forest,  and  their  loss  of  physical  comfort 
and  the  continued  association  with  pioneer  perils  was  the  price  they 
were  willing  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  reading  and  preaching  the  word 
of  God.  The  Koger  Williamst»s  and  the  William  l*vnchons  are  sure 
to  get  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  such  a  scheme.  Roger  Williams 
had   watche<l    the    Pynchon    contix)vei*8y,   and    had    written   to   an 
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aciiuAiutanc*e  deploring  the  lack  of  liWmlity  on  the  part  of  the 
pn;»viui-e  towani  llie  Springfield  man. 

William  Pvnchon,  Henrv  Siuitlu  and  Rev.  Mr.  Moxon  were  at 
Hartfonl  in  Jnlv,  lrto2,  on  their  wav  to  Enjrland :  and  in  Mav. 
1»>5.*>,  Pvnchon  met,  at  lA>ndon,  his  bn>ther  fn>m  liedfoRishire,  wlu) 
had  iTone  up  to  jri*eet  him.  Mr.  Pvnehou  si'ttled  at  Wraisburv,  on 
the  Thames.  He  might  have  gone  to  Writtle.  where  now  exists  an 
elegant  marble  memorial  of  the  Pynehon  family :  but  he  preferred  to 
st'ttle  where  he  t*i>uld  stv  from  his  window  Magna  Charta  island  and 
Windsor  castle.  Then'  is  a  tradition  in  the  Pvnchon  familv  that  Mr. 
Moxon  w:is  silencetl  \\\mm\  his  return  to  Englanil.  and  was  re<lucetl  t4> 
the  |H>sition  of  s^Tvant  to  a  tradesman.  It  is  not  likely,  however, 
that  ^Ir.  Pvnchon  wt>uld  have  i>ennitteil  his  old  friend  to  suffer  in 
this  wav.  It  has  Iven  underst^xxi  bv  tht*  American  branch  of  tin* 
Pvnchons  that  William  Pvnchon  Kniirht  of  the  government,  upi^»n  hi.> 
return  to  Kmrland,  sinne  lands,  valued  at  £1,1*m»  sterlinjr,  which  lit* 
lost  at  the  Hestonition.  He  certainly  lived  at  Wraisbury,  u|>on  an 
estate  i»f  the  Pvnchons. 

Bulstnxle  WhiteUx-ke,  the  trn-at  Parliamentarv  lawyer  of  Crom- 
well's  time,  w:ui  a  ivlative  of  Pyiu-hon  through  tht*  Kmi>sons :  ami 
wlh'u  the  ivtuniimr  l^lrilan  ivacheil  Wraisburv  he  was  near  hi>  Bui- 
smxie  relatives. 

Mr.  P\*nchon's  secimd  wife  ditnl  (.VtoU^r  lo,  l«l'»7.     People  from 

mauv    towns   aUnit    Wnusburv    attended   the    funeral.       Pvnchcn*> 

•  •  • 

dausrhter,  >Iarv  Holvoke.  had  dieil  that  vear.  and  he  writes  feelinsriv  : 
'•  I  am  the  moiv  solitarv  as  Son  Smith  is  of  a  reser\ed  melancholv 
disix>sition,  anil  my  daughter  is  crazy." 

William  Pvnchon  foundeil  Hoxburv,  the  mother  of  fourteen  New 
England  towns :  he  ftMindetl  Springfield,  the  mt^ther  of  thirteen  Nfw 
Knirlantl  towns  and  sKxi-mother  of  quite  as  manv  mon*.  Koxburv 
has  nameti  a  strtvt  after  him  :  so  has  Sprinirfield.  IK-voud  ihi;-. 
William  Pynehon  has  no  public  nu-morial  ;n  thi*-  i-ouutry. 


CHArrKH   VIII. 

Spnngficld  in  the  Il.'inds  of  Youiijr  Men.  —  The  Discipliue  more  ri^rid.  —  Apiwrtionraents 
of  Land.  —  Power  of  the  Selectmen.  —  Qjiahaujjc.  —  The  Vacant  Pulpit.  —  V^arious 
Candidates.  —  l?ev.  Mr.  Glover  settled.  —  How  the  Meetinj^-lloiise  was  •'  di;^'nified."  — 
Hampshire  County.  —  Business  of  the  County  Courts.  —  Numerous  Offences  against 
Private  Morals.  —  The  Cause.  —  Tytbing-Men.  —  Death  of  Mary  Holyoke.  —  Death  of 
William  Pvnchon  in  Kn<;land.  —  The  Pvnchon  Foil  on  Main  Street. 

Thk  town  of  SprinjrrH'ld  had  touched  its  low-wjiter  mark  with  the 
departure  of  its  founder,  its  minister,  and  its  scribe.  One  needs  no 
evidence  of  tradition  to  be  convinced  that  the  young  men  left  to  take 
nj)  the  burdens  and  resi)onsil)ilities  of  the  i)lantation  thought  seri- 
ously of  abandoning  the  work  and  going  down  the  river.  Nothing 
but  the  most  heroic  cotu'age  and  faith  could  have  induced  the  depleted 
community  to  hold  fast  to  the  lands  already  cleared.  They  were 
poor,  unprotected  from  the  dangers  of  the  great  wilderness  west  and 
north,  and  separated  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  I5ay  !)y  a  lOO-mile 
forest,  and  were  unal^le  for  a  long  time  to  seciu'e  a  minister. 

The  man  of  the  hour  was  John  Pvnchon.  He  was  methodical, 
naturally  given  to  the  details  of  business  and  government,  and  was  a 
wisiT  man  than  his  father  in  avoiding  annoying  complications.  He  had 
a  technical  mind,  and  was  more  of  an  executive  oflicer,  but  less  of  a 
thinker.  He  wrote  a  better  hand,  and  was  a  natural  student ;  but  he 
could  not  take  in  with  his  eye,  as  could  William  Pynchon,  the  sweep 
of  a  new  government,  and  determine  the  principles  that  make  for 
permanence  in  the  State.  John  Pynchon  was  not  the  man  to  found 
a  town,  and  William  Pynchon  was  not  the  man  to  build  one  up. 

John  Pynchon  and  his  yoinig  associates,  Elizur  Holyoke  and  Sam- 
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url  C'hapiu.  took  the  oath  as  magistrates.  Nov.  22.  1«m2.  It  was 
the  tumiDg-[*^int  in  t-verrthin^  that  makes  Springfield  a  stron^iikoM 
of  n«jrular  government  in  lo«-al  affairs.  John  Pvncbon  was  imlv 
thirtv-one  vears  of  a«:e.  The  >>usiness  of  administ ration  wa.-  more 
ck)s<ly  atte!Kie«l  to:  thr  ••  pre>**nter."  or  irraiid  juryman.  w:vs  in- 
-tru»-te«i  to  i*:ek  out  otfeui-e>  against  tht-  laws  of  the  t-i>l«^nv.  The 
regular  «"i^urt  •lav>  came  in  ^lareh  and  Se|»tt-mt»^r.  and  whiW  private  :n- 
ter^^ts  cTintinue*!  to  figure  in  ei>crt  as  Wfor^-.  |Hihlie  ♦?aases  multiplied. 
Riehan.l  Sikes  i<  tine^l  for  <m«^kinir  on  a  Iiav-ii*  k  :  •  i«>xlv  Orilfith 
L>  puni'«he*J  for  ••arryini:  dre  un*.T>veroi  in  the  >trvet>.  and  in  a  multi- 
tude of  ways  it  Ui-ame  evident  that  a  -tn»ni:  i!ovt:rn:ni:  hand  hail 
taken  hold  t»f  the  helm. 

When  Mr.  Smith  >aiitt;l  for  Hugland  late  in  the  autrimu  of  l»*'»2 
he  left  his  wife  here.  pro^^aSly  on  a^t.-outit  **i  -•iekne^  and  death  in 
his  familv  :  the  <Tenenil  Court  *\\*\  nut  think  t»est  to  o^nrirm  h:<  elec- 
tion  a**  '-aptain  »»f  the  Springtield  tHvinl-cinvL  *"untill  h»-  ^hail  return 
from  Kntiland."  But  the  elevtions  •►f  -l*»hn  I*vm-h«.»n  a>  lieutenant 
aii«.i  of  Elizur  lloly>ke  :i.>  -  n>igu  w»  re  at  «>niv  appn»v»-<l.  And  it 
mi^irht  l*e  here  remarke^l  that  »*verv  otflo  r,  from  hot:-tveve  to  maids- 
trate.  was  tirst  elei-tr-d  ''y  the  jietiple.  the  iien»r:il  G»itrt  .iiily  using 
its  pren>i!ativf  of  r:ititi»-ation. 

Mr.  P\nchon  secureti  from  the  i»ener:\l  t  oiLtt  in  l»vr»2  the  loan  of  a 
••great  ^Mn"  for  the  protei^tion  of  the  town.  It  was  onlered  fn>m 
Bi«r?t«»Q  :hat  ••Samuel  C  hapin  l«e  joyneii  with  M'.  l*iuchon  Jt  M'.  Holy- 
oke  for  the  dividm^rt-  of  the  •owue>."  The  divi>iou  rvferre*!  to  was 
at  ••  Ni»atucke  "  or  Northampton  :  the  *.t>nmiission  wa>  duly  performed, 
and  a[»prov^i  hv  '.he  Bar  autiiorities  in  U»o4.  :ind  the  vear  following 
the  Northampton  «T>mniissii*ners  wvre  order^-il  to  take  the  t>ath  f^fore 
the  Sprinirtield  ♦■«*m:iu>.sioneri.  The  latter  ••^.nirt  wa>  als^.*  sometimes 
>|»et.*tally  ♦■alle^l  ui-»n  tu  Xry  eases  in  the  infant  |4antation.  as  appears 
fn.mi  the  vote  pasc^eti  in  May,  W»-">»>.  :hat  John  Pynchon  and  Elizur 
Holvoke  '•hall  trv  Kobert  l^artlett,  ehanjeil  with  ♦•ommittins  ••  a  invat 
mi^lemeanor  in  attemptinge  to  forve  the  s-  Smith**-  wife." 
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In  1653  the  town  appropriated  a  tract  of  laud  on  Chicopee  plain 
to  supi>ort  a  schoolmaster.  The  custom  of  subsidizing  the  injikeei)er 
has  already  heen  si)oken  of.  This  was  a  custom  brought  from  En*r- 
land.  At  a  later  date  Samuel  Kly  was  released  from  dutv  on  train- 
ing  days  if  he  would  agree  to  keep  an  ordinary. 

The  young  blood  u|)on  the  judge's  bench  began  to  produce  results. 
Daniel,  a  Scotcii  servant,  gets  twenty  lashes  for  i)rofaning  the  Sab- 
bath ;  Joane  Miller  is  summoned  to  answer  the  charyre  of  callin":  iier 
husband  a  -'  foole,  toad,  vermine,  and  threateninge  him  ;  "  Sanmel  Kly 
is  fined  for  selling  cider  to  the  Indians  ;  Aquossowump,  an  Indian,  is 
flogged  for  theft ;  and  ( ioodwife  Hunter  is  gagged  and  made  to  stand 
half  an  hour  in  the  stocks  for  sundry  ''  exorbitancys  of  y*"  toung." 

The  town-meeting  showed  a  like  infusion  of  new  life.  Its  reduced 
numbers  were  not  followcnl  by  reduced  financial  burdens  in  town 
expenses.  Money  for  Moxon*s  real  estate  was  provided  for,  which 
ran  the  tax-rate  to  £107  Vis,  M.  in  1658.  They  paid  that  year  £35 
on  the  Moxon  purchase,  £50  for  Rev.  Mr.  Horsford,  with  the  liope 
that  he  would  remain  with  them,  and  1«.  3rf.  for  an  hour-glass,  which 
latter  ensured  them  full  measure  of  preaching  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  1653  John  Pynchon  was  dropped  from  the  board  of  townsmen, 
l)robably  because  he  was  a  magistrate  and  recorder  of  deeds.  The 
new  board  of  selectmen  were  George  Colton,  Robert  Ashley,  Thomas 
Cooper,  Benjamin  Cooley,  and  Thomas  Stebbins.  This  was  quite  a 
change,  and  a  change,  too,  in  the  direction  of  the  small  landholders. 
The  importance  of  the  selectmen  was  lessened  by  the  vote  of  October, 
1664.  In  defining  the  powers  of  the  new  board  it  is  expressly  said 
that  ''  giving  out  of  y*"  land  belongs  to  y**  towne."  On  the  previous 
May  John  l*ynchon's  lot  on  Long  Hill  had  been  increased  by  the 
town,  upon  the  condition  that  he  would  buy  a  fiock  of  forty  sheep, 
and  sell  them  as  he  might  to  the  inhabitants.  In  1666  Mr.  Pynchon 
proposed  to  spend  €200  in  building  a  new  mill,  and  a  stormy  town- 
meeting  took  place  on  account  of  a  proposition  to  refund  this  money. 
The  proi>osition  was  voted  down.     A  private  subscnption  was  then 
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taken  up,  :in<l  ^Ir.  Pyuehoii  concluded  to  go  ahead.  Subsequently 
the  town  voteil  Pvnchon  one-ti\elftli  part  of  a  bushel  for  all  the  grain 
<rround  in  the  new  mill.  A  few  davs  later  he  was  voted  some  lan<l, 
if  he  would  also  build  a  saw-raill.  Pvnchon's  slaves,  "  Harry"  and 
•'  Roco,"  worked  on  the  first  mill  put  up  at  Sutlield  in  1672. 

From  the  mass  of  orders  in  town-meetings,  as  to  small  matters, 
the  following  is  selecteil  as  a  sample  :  — 

Ortlered  that  the  y«  gate  at  the  liigher  wharfe  shall  V>o  set  in  ro]>aire  aif*  y* 
spring  of  y^  yeare  &  y*  y*"  s'*  gate  shiiU  be  kept  in  reiwire  ami  well  hiiiu  fro  yeare 
to  yeare  &  after  fences  be  maile  up  in  y*  spring  yearely  the  s^  irate  sliall  be 
always  kept  $thut  till  all  y^  fields;  alxiut  it  be  broken  up.  And  if  any  iR^r^on  shall 
throw  open  or  leave  oi>en  the  s'^  irate  fro  the  tynie  of  making  up  fences  in  y* 
spring  till  liberty  of  laying  y^  fields  commons  he  sliall  forfeit  a  tine  of  .Is. 

AlxiUt  1662  the  old  road  along  the  brow  of  the  hill  (Maple  street), 
through  the  pines  to  the  dingle,  w:is  laid  out,  and  on  it  the  Iioum-  of 
correction  was  built.  It  was  found  convenient,  also,  to  build  a  i>ound 
on  the  west  side,  at  the  *•'  hay  place,"  which  was  probably  not  far 
from  the  old  upjx»r  ferry,  op|x>site  Cypress  stnH*t. 

The  t»oanl  of  townsmen  of  1654  consisted  of  Thomas  Cooix^r, 
George  Colton,  Robert  Ashley,  Henry  Burt,  and  Benjamin  Cooley. 
The  following  year,  Cooi>er,  Ashley,  and  Cooley  were  reelected,  and 
Milcftt  Morgan  and  John  Dumbleton  chosen  in  the  place  of  Colton  and 
Burt.  The  three  meml>ers  reelected  refused  to  serve,  and  thev  were 
fined  20«.  apiece,  while  George  Colton  and  Thomas  and  John  Sti-!>- 
bins  were  chosen  to  fill  their  places.  Lieutenant  Ct>oi)er  was  evidently 
a  bnsk,  outspoken  man,  which  sometimes  made  it  difficult  to  get  on 
with  him.  Some  years  later  he  was  api)ointed  by  the  (  ounty  Court 
to  aid  in  laying  out  a  highway,  but  the  judges  finally  substituted 
another  man  on  account  of  his  refusal  to  serve 

The  new  lx)anl  of  townsmen,  with  John  Pvnchon  and  Samuel 
Chapin,  were  constituted  a  commission  to  allot  the  c*ommon  lands. 
The  new  plan  was  followed  for  several  years,  but  we  find  that  in  166:3 
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the  |>ower  to  jrniiit  iillotnients  of  land  was  again  taken  from  tlie  select- 
men and  given  to  Cai)tain  Pynchon,  Knsign  Cooper,  BeTijaniin  Cooley, 
(ieorge  Colton,  Rowland  Thomas,  Miles  Morgan,  and  Elizur  llolyoke, 
"•  for  the  present/'     A  brisk  apportionment  of  lands  followed. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  behind  these  short  orders,  changing  the 
privilege  of  dividing  and  assigning  lands  from  the  town-meeting  to 
the  selectmen,  tlion  l)ack  to  the  town-meeting,  then  to  tlie  selectmen 
aided  by  a  committee,  and  linally  to  a  special  land  l)oard,  is  an  inter- 
esting chapter  of  our  annnls  that  is  lost  beyond  all  hope  of  recovery. 
Certain  it  is  that,  for  some  reason,  a  rebellious  spirit  rested  upon  the 
local  waters.  Men  sometimes  absented  themselves  wilfullv  fnmi  the 
town-meeti!Jg.  In  April,  KWJ."),  the  following  persons  were  lined  for 
this  offence:  Henry  Chapin,  Orittith  Jones,  Edward  Foster,  William 
Branch,  Deacon  Chapin,  Robert  Ashley,  Thomas  Mirrick,  Anthony 
Dorchester,  Jonathan  liurt,  William  Brookes,  Joseph  Crowfoote, 
John  Leonard,  Ensign  Cooper,  Benjamin  Mun,  John  Clarke,  and 
Nathaniel  liurt. 

It  was  in  1(150  that  the  base  of  assessment  of  taxes  was  changed 
from  the  nunjber  of  acres  to  the  value  of  the  lands.  Stock  was,  as 
l»efore,  included  in  the  ratable  property.  Men  without  any  property 
were  taxed  .'ks.  per  annum  for  the  support  of  the  ministry. 

The  town-organizing  genius  of  John  Pynchon  showed  itself  in 
January,  1  (>.")(),  when  he  and  others  received  power  to  assign  lands  at 
Woronoco  (Westtield)  to  settlers.  The  fimil  api>ortionment  was  not 
made,  however,  until  10(i4.  Pynchon  was  authorized,  with  others,  to 
apj)ortion  land  at  Squakheag  (North(iehl)  for  a  plantation,  in  1672. 

The  struggling  conununity  at  Qualuiug  had  all  along  been  under 
the  fostering  care  of  Springfield.  As  early  as  1G55  Elizur  Holyoke 
had  l)een  a  member  of  a  legislative  coujmittee  to  lay  out  four  thous- 
and acres  for  some  Indians  near  Quabaug ;  and,  ten  years  later,  the 
plantation  applied  to  Springlield  to  secure  for  them  the  Indian  title  to 
the  lands  they  occupied.  Lieut.  Thomas  Cooper  performed  that  ser\ice, 
Elizur  Holyoke  and  Sanmel  and  Japhet  Chapin  witnessing  the  deed. 
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£n  l»>#>7  John  Pyn<Mion  b»f-ciil*-<l  x  provii^ionol  «r«)Dmiittt*e.  np^cnteil  at 
the  Bay.  to  lav  «Mit  lan«U.  a^lniit  inh:ibitant.s^.  :ind  <.M)mplete  the  tt^wn 
or^aoizatioQ  at  t^uabaair.  Tha>  it  li:ip|^>*^n&  that  the  tirst  reoi)nU  «>f 
Brr^oktieLd  are  in  Major  Pvn<.hi>Q*s  handwritimr.  In  l^T^  ENTM:h<jn 
refa^K^l  abnolntely  to  :^v\^  on  the  pn>vi?»ii)iiai  eoniniittee,  and  <^ia- 
baiiiT  was^  at  <>n<t*  in<t>rporate<l  as  a  town,  under  the  name  of  Bru«>fc- 
fteld. 

John  Pyn<bon  was  on  the  rommission  appointed  in  l^>*>4  torec^^ive 
the  :^nrrender  of  Xew  Amsteniam  (New  Yoriv)  fn^m  the  Dutch.  It 
iM  believeil.  however,  that  he  only  went  part  way  upon  his  joorney 
when  new:*  reached  him  that  the  surrender  ha«l  F>een  made.  Pvnchou's 
church,  judicial,  military,  an<l  p«>litical  duties  presses  I  heavily  ui>on 
him.  hut  his  business-like  habit>  euableil  him  to  carrv  a  load  which 
misht  have  over»^>me  a  stronger  mau. 

Rev.  Mr,  Horsfoni  was  a  <iLsap[.)ointment.  and  when  Rev.  3Ir. 
Thomson  <:ame  to  ^♦prin^eld  to  preach  as  a  <.an<li<iate.  he  wa^*  given 
(November.  I ^) '>-"))  the  ••  towne  hoase  "*  or  parsonage,  situateil  l:>etween 
the  lot  of  Thomas  Cooper  and  Dea<^)n  Chapin.  Thomson  to  keep  the 
hou.se  in  repair.  For  some  reason  the  new  minister  did  not  <xx^upy 
it,  and  the  town  had  to  undertake  repairs  at  it>  own  expense. 

In  .March,  l»>.>».  Mr.  Thoms«>n  had  —deserteil  this  Plantation.''  and 
Deacon  Wright  was  chosen  to  supply  the  piilpit.  In  February  follow- 
ing Mr.  Holyoke  and  Henry  Burt  were  called  upon  U)  carry  on  the 
pnblfc  services.  I>ea<.i>n  Chapin  l)eing  subt^titute.  In  l^-">7  servicer 
were  (,-ondncted  bv  Pvnchon,  Holvoke.  Chapm,  and  Burt,  and  Mr. 
Fvnchon  was  even  authorizeil  to  read  his  ^"  owne  meilitations  *' 
Wealth  did  much  for  John  P\'nchon.  to  W  sure ;  it  may  have  put  him 
on  the  lioard  of  selectmen,  or  secure<l  his  elettiou  as  an  associate  in 
the  f Treat  and  General  C«>urt;  nav.  it  mav  have  ci>ntribute<l  toward 
piarring  him  npon  the  bench  :  nothing,  however,  but  hi-»  gifts  of  mind 
and  heart  ci><il«l  have  in<luc*eil  the  Si)riugt!eld  t4)wu-meeting  to  oj»en 
the  pulpit  to  his  ••  owne  meilitatiou>.''  with  Deacous'  Chapin,  Biu't. 
and  Wright  sitting  in  the  i.»ews. 
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It  was  Dot  imtil  Februiiry,  1659,  that  the  struggliug  inhabitants 
renewed  the  hoi)e  of  settling  a  minister ;  but  he,  Mr.  Hooker,  son  of 
the  fanions  Tlioraas  Hooker,  of  Connecticut,  who  had  been  drawn 
into  the  controversy  with  William  Pynchon,  remained  a  few  months 
only.  There  seemed  to  be  some  fatality  about  securing  a  minister ; 
but  after  a  vacancy  of  over  nine  years,  the  right  man  appeared.  Nearly 
two  years  after  Mr.  Hooker's  candidacy,  a  young  minister  named 
Pelatiah  Grover  preached  here,  and  in  September  of  the  year  follow- 
ing, 1061,  he  was  settled  over  the  Springfield  church.  He  was  some- 
what of  a  student,  and  was  well  calculated  to  take  up  the  line  of 
theology  alu'oad  in  the  valley.  He  was  a  worthy  instrument  in  the 
hand  of  Providence  for  tiie  advancement  of  the  conununity.  The 
dark  interim  had  closed,  and  the  people  must  have  felt  the  old  con- 
fidence return  with  the  renewal  of  the  stated  means  of  grace.  They 
were  not  able  to  give  Mr.  (clover  a  liberal  support  in  money,  but  they 
made  free  to  supply  iiim  with  valuable  landed  property.  Here  is  the 
list  of  lots  made  over  to  him,  and  it  is  incidentally  interesting  as  in- 
dicating the  various  sections  subject  to  allotments.  The  town  com- 
mittee having  the  matter  in  charge  did  not  record  their  deeds  until 
the  spring  of  1665,  for  the  following  parcels  of  land  :  — 

(1.)   House-lot,  7  acres  from  Main  street  to  river,  14  rods  wide. 

(2.)   Wet  meadow,  4  acres,  corresponding  to  house  lot  on  East  si«le  of  Main 

Street. 
(.S.)  Wood-lot,  7  acres,  abutting  the  Wet  meadow  to  the  East. 
(4.)   Mearlow,  7  acres.  West  side  of  Connecticut  river  opposite  home  lot. 
(5.)  Meadow,  .3  acres,  second  division,  80  rods  West  of  river. 
(0.)   Lot  in  3d  division.  West  of  river,  !(>  acres. 
(7.)   Lot  on  the  plaine  above  the  End  brook,  16  acres. 
(8.)  Meadow,  in  the  "  house  memlow,"  9  acres. 
(9.)  Meadow  in  Indian  fields  on  Agawam  river,  4  acres. 
(10.)   Lot  on  East  Brandi  of  Mill  river,  2  acres. 

Y'ear  after  year  the  selectmen  and  deacons,  or  some  committee 
chosen   in   town-meeting,   assigned    the   pews   or    '*  dignified "    the 
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meeting-house,  and  their  arbitrary  duties  often  causeil  heart-burnings 
quite  as  intense  as  those  resulting  from  assignments  of  laud,  since 
the  rule  followed  was  worldly  condition  and  social  iini)oi-t:ince.  In 
the  winter  of  1G<>3  Deacon  C'hapin  and  the  selectmen,  consisting  of 
Thomas  Cooi>er,  Robert  Ashley,  John  Pyuchon,  Benjamin  Cooley, 
and  Sanmel  ^larshfield,  distributed  the  seats  as  follows,  no  mention 
being  made  of  Mr.  l*ynchon,  as  he  probably  owne<l  a  seat :  — 


Goodwife  Chapiii    is  to  sitt  in  tlu*  svato  aloii«re  with  M'*.   (Jlover  and  M". 

Hollvoc-ke. 

In   -«' fi     t  «  »•  f     *     Robert  A jihly  :    Beiija.  Cool y  :   Tho:  (^tH)per:   Gt»orire  Collon, 

(         &  KowM  Stebbensi : 

In  V*   2«1    seate       Nathanell  Elv :  Kich  Sikes.  Tho  Mirick.  i  Willni  Warriner: 

In     *   '^1       *  t     *     Serja  Stebbins ;  Serja.:   Morgan:  Beiij  Munn  :  .John  I^eonord: 

(        A  nth.  Dorchester:  Sanil  Mar>hfeild  : 

T       -*  Xx\       •  t     '     I^**"J*  l^arsons :  Jonath  Burt :    Wni   Branch  :   Keice   Beilolha : 

(        .To  Dumbleton:  Kowld  Thomas: 

,        ^  -.1  *     <    .John  Matthews :  Jo  Clarke:   John   Lamb:    Lawr  Bliss:  Tho 

In  v*^  oth  seate  ^fii        t-u     i* 

t        Miller :  Tho  Day  : 

¥       .*  i-.u         *     ^    John  Lombard  :  Oriffith  Joanes  :   N.    1  Vit chard  :   Rich  Kxsell : 
In  >•*  tjth  seate  t-u    v  ki      c      i  v\ 

^  (.        The  Noble:  Sanil  Lly : 

t       •  -.u         .     '    Jonath  Tavlor :  Tho:  Bancroft :  John  Scot :  Nath  Burt :  .John 
In  V*  tin  seate  ^.        «♦'  tt-      t»       i 

(         Stewart ;  \\  m  Brooks  : 

,  ..  ,     •    .Ter    Horton :     Jo    Bajr:    Jo  Rilev :     Lvman    l*i-amon :    Abell 

In  v^  Mb  seate  \i-  •   i  •  '  * 

(         \\  right : 

In  y«  mh  seate  ,    Job  HenrASon:  Sanil  Terry:  (^)badi  Miller:  Hugh  Dndley  : 

1       *  i/^u        .     '    Jo  Crowfoote:    Etlwr  ffoster:    Charls  flFerv  :  James  Osborne ; 
In  V*  l(>th  seate  ti-      u      .        «  .      ^    ■     i 

(        \\  m  Hunter:  Peter  Swmck  : 

In  y  forseate  of  y  gallery  : 

In  y  upjwr  part  above  y  l*illars  on  y*"  North  side  —  Henry  Chapin  :  John  Bliss : 
Jo  Keefe : 

In  %**  upp  p'  above  y  Pillars  on  jk"*"  South  side  —  ffraunces  Pep[)er:  James 
Warrinar :  Saml  Bliss  : 

Below  ^-^^  l*i liars  on  y*"  North  side  —  Saml  Holyoke:  David  Ashly:  Jonath 
A«hly ;  Japth  Cliapin :  Tim:  Cooper:  Isack  Colton:  Obatli  Cooly  : 

On  y*  South  side  l)elow  y^  Pillars  —  Tho  Cooi>er  Jun :  Jos  Warrinar:  .John 
Leonord ;  John  Harmon :  Saml  Harmon ;  Increase  Sikes :  .John  Dorchester  : 

In  y*  seate  in  y*  (Jailer^-  w*^  fac*e8  agt  y*"  minister.  —  Ephraim  (\dton  :  Eliakim 
Coolv  :  Jonath  Morgan :  Saml  Stebbins ;  James  Dorchester : 
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In  y*^  Backer  seate  of  y*'  Gallery  on  y*"  North  side  at  y«  upp  end  of  it  —  James 
Taylor ;  John  Florton ;  Hugh  Mackey  ;  Win  Morgan  : 

In  y«^  South  side  at  y^*  upp  end  of  y^*  Backer  seate — Jonath  Ball;  Sanil  Ball; 
Jos.  Harmon;  Nathanell  Sikes;  Tho:  Thomson: 

In  y*'  Backer  Seate  (a  break)  the  Pillars  on  the  North  side  —  John  Hitchcock; 
Jo  Clarke ;  Jon  Lombard  ;  Sam  Bliss  : 

On  the  South  —  Jos  Tliomas ;  Tho  Stebbins ;  Jos  Bedortha. 

Those  of  the  present  generation  having  ancestors  in  this  congrega- 
tion, and  being  curious  to  learn  their  social  importance,  can  entertain 
tliemselves  by  studying  the  above  list ;  and,  if  tlie  family  vanity  is 
not  flattered  by  ancestral  assignments  to  "  y*  Backer  seate,''  let  it  be 
remembered  that  the  good  people  of  that  day  were  themselves  often 
(juite  as  much  disturbed  at  the  way  they  were  ranked.  This  trouble 
became  so  serious  in  166(5  that  the  selectmen  were  compelled  to  hiter- 
fere ;  many  having  refused  to  sit  where  they  were  assigned,  and  hav- 
ing acted  "  wnth  a  high  hand,*'  it  was  ordered  :  — 

Whosoever  of  this  towneship  shall  not  fro  tyme  to  tyme  in  respect  of  their 
sitting  in  y*  meeting  house  submit  y"^selves  to  the  ordering  of  y^  Select  men  & 
Deacons  or  such  as  are  impowered  to  seate  &  order  psons  in  y*^  meeting  house : 
All  such  Persons  as  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend  unto  order  as  aforsd  shall 
forfeits  as  is  hereafter  expressed  viz :  Ilee  or  She  that  shall  not  take  iiis  or  her 
seate  onlered  y'"  from  Tyme  to  tyme  But  shall  on  y*-'  days  or  Tymes  of  Gods 
Publike  worship  Goe  mto  &  abide  in  any  other  seate  appointed  for  some  other ; 
Such  disorderly  pson  or  psons  for  y^  first  olTence  shall  forfeit  Three  shillings 
foure  pence  toy^  Towne  Treasury,  w<^''  shall  be  exacted  by  warrant  fro  y*^^  Select- 
men directed  to  y**  Constable  to  Levy  y*"  same,  And  if  afterward  Hee  or  Shee 
shall  still  psist  in  such  disorder,  they  shall  pay  sixe  shillings  eight  pence  as  a  fine 
to  y*  Towne  to  be  exacted  as  aforesd ;  &  if  a  3d  tyme  they  sliall  still  psist  in  such 
obstinacy,  such  pson  to  pay  Ten  shillings  to  y*'  Towne;  to  be  exacted  as  aforesd; 
And  if  afterwards  they  shall  still  psist  in  sucli  obstinacy,  y^  selectmen  are  hereby 
onlere<l  to  complaine  of  such  pson  to  y*  magistrate  or  county  courte  to  deale 
with  them  as  they  shall  Judge  meete  : 

And  whereas  the  Seate  w«'>  was  made  by  y<*  Towne  at  a  common  Tom'h  charge 
(formerly  called  the  (iuard  seate)  is  now  appointed  by  the  selectmen  (who  only 
have  y*  disposing  of  that  Seate)  for  Boys  to  sit  in ;   &  y'    Selectmen  having  de- 
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cUire<i  that  the  snialer  Boys  should  sit  there,  that  they  may  be  more  in  sii;ht  of  y* 
congregation  &  liaving  warne<l  all  men  out  y'"  said  j^eate.  both  marked  &  other 
growne  psons,  some  whereoff  doe  still  continue  to  sit  there.  &  seem  as  if  they 
did  it  w«^  a  high  hand ;  It  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  that  noe  Persons  of  this 
Towneship  above  y*"  age  of  ir>  or  16  yeares  shall  sit  in  y**  seate  aforesd  formerly 
calle<l  y*  Guard  Seate.  unless  he  be  ordere<l  to  sit  there  to  looke  to  %•*  Boys,  etc. 

The  selectmen  promulgating  this  order  were  John  Pynehon,  George 
C'olton,  Benjamin  Cooley*  Samuel  Mai*shfield,  and  Lawrence  Bliss. 
This  \'igorous  action  seemed  to  have  a  sobering  effect :  but  it  did 
not  pave  the  way  for  a  permanent  peace  among  the  young  people  in 
the  gallery.  Some  years  later  (16()9)  Miles  Morgan  and  Jonathan 
Burt  were  stationed  *'  up  in  x**  gallery  to  give  a  check  to  disorders  in 
youth  <fe  young  men  In  tyme  of  God's  worship.  Anthony  Dorchester 
to  sit  in  v*  guard  seate  for  v*"  like  end." 

The  time  had  come  for  some  more  definite  aiTanjrement  <»n  the 
Connecticut  than  |)etty  justices  at  the  infant  towns  of  Northampton 
and  Hadley,  and  recourse  to  the  Springfield  judicial  commissioners, 
by  s|)ecial  orders  of  the  General  Court  :  *•  It  is  onlere<l  by  this  Court 
&  authoritv  thereof/'  so  nms  tlie  ancient  reconl,  **  that  henceforth 
Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Hadley  shall  be  &  liereby  are  consti- 
tuted as  a  coiuitv."  The  countv  ran  from  the  Connecticut  line  to 
indefinite  |)oints,  not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  any  of  the  towns. 
This  would  bring  the  county  into  what  is  now  Vt*rniont  and  New 
Hampshire.  Springfield  was  made  the  shire  town,  the  court  sitting 
alternately  at  Springfield  and  Northampton.  The  colony  tax  was  to 
be  paid  in  cattle  or  corn.  A  county  government,  howeviM',  had  been 
practically  in  operation  for  two  years.  At  the  ^lay  term  of  the 
General  Court,  lGo9,  the  inhabitants  of  Springfield  had  presenti'd  a 
l)etition  for  some  form  of  shire  government,  and  **  Capt.  John  Pinchon. 
Left:  Elitzur  Holiocke,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Chapin  ''  were  chosen  for  one 
year  to  hold  court,  **  Northampton  to  l>e  referred  to  Springfeild  in 
reference  to  Countv  Courts."  These  courts,  it  was  decreed,  ••shall 
in  all  re8])ects  have  the  ]X)wer  and  ])riviledges  of  any  County  Courte 
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till  this  Court  shall  see  cimse  otherwise  to  deteriniue."  Thus,  during 
the  veal's  16(>0  and  lf561  we  had  a  provisional  county  court.  Mr. 
Pynchou  took  the  oath  in  open  court  at  Roston,  and  subsequently 
administered  it  to  Mr.   Holyoke  and  Mr.  Chapin. 

After  the  formation  of  Hampshire  county,  in  Ififii,  the  county  taxes 
collected  by  the  constables  were  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  county 
treasurer  at  Springfield  or  at  Windsor,  each  town  to  pay  for  trans- 
portation. In  1664  the  connnissioner  and  selectmen  of  all  the  towns 
were  summoned  before  the  County  Court  for  not  making  out  the  tax 
assessment  on  time.  Ensign  Cooper,  tax  commissioner,  who  was 
specially  sunjmoned  to  appear,  was  fined  (Js.  M.  for  not  responding. 
For  several  years  the  judges  seemed  to  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
making  the  town  and  county  officers  do  their  duty.  The  court  being 
somewhat  of  a  legislative  body,  as  we  will  see,  found  the  burdens  of 
administration  of  justice  very  severe.  A  Hadley  man  who  was 
chosen  to  carry  th(»  votes  for  magistrate  to  Boston,  neglected  to  do 
it,  and  was  fined.  Anthony  Dorchester,  of  Springfield,  constable, 
failed  to  make  returns  of  warrants  for  jurymen  in  1666,  and  was 
fined.  Springfield  had  been  previously  fined  bs,  for  ha^ing  a  defec- 
tive pound,  and  was  subsequently  before  the  court  for  not  choosing 
a  '"  gager  for  cask." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Springfield  was  freed  from  paying  a 
i:K>rtion  of  the  colony  taxes  when  William  Pynchon  was  magistrate. 
On  account  of  special  hardships  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the 
county,  another  attempt  in  that  direction  was  made,  and  with  what 
success  this  vote  of  Aug.  14,  1662,  at  Hoston  shows  :  — 

In  refference  to  v''  onlor  of  v*  (Iimi'  (^ort  lust  Mav  that  y  Inhabitants  of  these 
Townes  on  Qoonectticot  should  pay  there  come  to  y**  countey  Hatos  not  as  y* 
court  sets  y*  price  yearly  hut  at  such  price  as  it  passes  among  themselves  :  The 
Towne  concieving  it  more  haril  tor  us  than  for  other  Townes  in  y^  Collony  and 
not  to  be  according  to  law,  voted  to  send  a  Petition  to  y*  next  Gen*  Court  for 
easing  y*  Paymt  &  that  it  may  be  accordinge  to  Law.  And  M^  Holyyke  U 
appointed  to  draw  it  up. 
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The  fence  question,  which,  from  the  first  settlement  in  this  valley, 
was  a  constant  source  of  trouble,  came  under  the  eye  of  the  County 
Court,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  judges  handled  a  matter 
that  was  the  despair  of  local  legislators.  We  quote  f  i*om  the  records 
of  the  Hampshire  County  Court,  held  at  Springfield,  in  September, 
1664.  It  is  to  l)e  remembered  that  Pynchon  was  a  member  of  the 
court,  and  u]K)n  the  jury-list  were  Robert  Ashley,  John  Dumbleton 
(who  had  been  a  servant  of  a  Mr.  Whiting,  at  Hartford,  and  had 
lived  awhile  at  Windsor,  lx*fore  coming  to  Springfield),  and  Rice 
Bodortha :  — 


John  l)unihh>ton  &  Thomas  Miller  of  SprinjffieM  were  presented  by  the  Jury 
to  this  (^ourte  for  y  breach  of  a  law  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  not  attending  their 
office  for  viewinj?  the  fences  on  the  West  side  of  the  River  at  Springfeild : 

This  ("ourte  Freeth  John  Dumbleton  for  that  he  pleadeth  y*  he  would  have 
attended  it  but  could  not  gett  his  partner  to  joyne  wth  him  in  y»*  service  but 
Thomas  Miller  M-as  fvned  in  v*"  summe  of  2s  to  y^  use  of  v*'  Countv. 

Robert  Ashley  &  Joiuithan  Burt  were  presented  for  the  like  oflFense  in  not 
viewing  the  fenses  on  y*"  East  side  of  y«  River  (at  Springfeild)  being  chosen  for 
y«  work  :  But  Kobert  Ashley  pleaded  y*  he  had  not  warning  y*  he  was  soe  chosen 
&  it  beinge  not  provetl  y*  he  liad  waminge ;  The  Select  men  are  fyned  20s.  a 
peese  for  the  use  of  the  Towne  acconling  to  y*-*  law  except  they  can  cleare 
yn^selves  that  they  did  give  warning  to  y*"  viewers,  w*^*'  Capt.  Pynchon  is  ordered 
to  examine  &  determine,  vizt  whether  he  had  lA^gall  warning,  and  if  he  fynd 
Robert  Ashley  had  Ix^gtdl  warning  y'^of  then  the  SeliH't  mens  fynes  are  to  be 
remitteil  &  he  is  to  pay  as  a  fyne  20s.  for  the  use  of  the  County. 

Anthony  Dorchester  &  Rice  Bedortha  surveyors  of  y*'  high  wayes  for  Spring- 
field were  presenteil  to  this  Courte  for  neglecting  their  work  in  the  Season 
allotted  by  their  Tomu  Order  whereby  the  ways  were  very  bad  &  dangerous; 
therefore  they  are  by  this  Courte  fined  58.  i^eese. 

The  jury  also  presented  Capt.  Pynchon  &  Jno.  Scott  for  not  maynteyning 
their  fenses  on  the  West  side  of  ve  River  A  breach  of  the  I-iaw  of  this  Jurisdic- 
tioD : 

The  Courte  uppon  hearing  the  cause  and  perusinge  y*  aggreemts  between 
Capt.  Pynchon  &  Jno.  Scott  did  'judge  y*  y*^  blame  of  not  repayring  tlie  fenses 
lyes  uppon  Scott  because  though  Capt.  Pynchon  were  to  allow  for  making  the 
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fensGH  yet  Jno.  Scott  who  iinprooved  the  land  was  to  repaire  them  &  therefore 
doe  judge  y*  Jno  Scott  shall  pay  his  fync  to  the  towne  awardinge  to  y<?  Town 
Orders  in  Springfield  according  to  Law. 

The  CouDty  Court  had  likewise  jurisdiction  of  the  common  hinds, 
and  many  cases  are  rei)orted  for  damages  to  crops  by  cattle.  These 
disputes,  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  plantation,  were  brought  up  in 
town-meeting,  and  often  put  out  to  "  two  indifferent  men."  In 
1664  John  Leonard,  of  Springfield,  was  fined  five  ])ushel8  of  Indian 
corn,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Mirrick,  for  letting  his  cattle  loose  in  the 
common  corn-field. 

There  was,  of  course,  much  regular  county  business,  as  we  under- 
stand it  to-day.  In  March,  1674,  our  old  friend,  Anthony  Dor- 
chester, was  authorized  to  keep  a  ferry  on  the  Connecticut,  below  the 
Agawam  river,  and  to  make  these  charges:  '"  Horse  and  man,  8d. ; 
foot  passengers,  2d.  ;  troopers  of  training  days,  .'5d." 

Mr.  Pynchon  himself,  as  well  as  Mr.  Holyoke  and  George  Colton, 
were  presented  by  the  jury  for  selling  unwashed  wool,  contrary  to  law, 
but  they  were  not  fined,  as  the  wool  was  not  in  bales,  and  the  prices 
were  reduced  on  account  of  its  condition.  The  minister,  Mr.  Crlover, 
was  in  court  in  September,  1672,  as  thus  appears  :  — 

M"".  Glover  complaynes  agt  Robin  the  Indian  for  stealing  3  or  4  gold  rings  & 
2  half  half  crownes  English  money  knives  and  a  search  being  made  the  rings 
were  found  in  his  wigwam  the  money  he  had  sold  to  Goodm  Ely,  all  are  restored 
to  M^  Glover,  And  the  Indian  being  apprehended  &  put  in  prison  he  made 
escape  from  y^  Gaylor  before  other  punishment  could  be  inflicted  on  him. 

The  court  as  well  as  the  town  authorities  kept  a  sharp  hold  ui)on 
church  members  in  matters  of  discipline.  In  1665  the  County  Court 
had  Walter  Lee  before  it  for  threshing  corn  on  the  Sabbath  at  Wo- 
ronoco.    We  learn  by  the  record  that  Lee  was  a  hard  case.    It  runs  :  — 

Walter  Lee  being  presented  &  coniplayned  of  to  this  Courte  for  his  {mssing 
the  Lords  day  at  Worronoco  this  Last  Winter  in  that  he  thresheil  corne  on  the 
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Sabbath  yf^^  act  he  acknowledged  to  be  see  for  his  calling  Isaak  Sheldon  a  mem- 
ber of  Old  Nick  &  a  member  of  the  Devill  And  for  his  contempt  of  the  Au- 
thority in  Springf  eild  in  saying  he  thought  he  might  as  well  believe  his  boy  (when 
he  said  Springfeild  commissioners  threatened  him  with  y*  Stocks  &  pmised  him 
some  new  clothes)  as  the  said  Commissioners  in  declaring  w<  his  boy  said  ag* 
hitn :  This  court  judged  the  said  to  pay  as  a  fyne  to  \^  Courte  the  summe  of 
208. 

John  Webb  was  before  the  same  court. 

John  Webb  Senr,  being  presente«l  by  y*  Jury  for  abusing  y*  Constable  in  ex- 
ecution of  his  office  in  Elizur  Holyokes  case  in  saying  of  the  Constables  he  would 
make  it  too  hott  for  him  if  he  lay  there,  &.  his  neck  so  stretch  before  the  morrow 
if  he  tooke  any  liarme  by  his  lodging  there ;  also  for  that  he  said  he  could  afford 
to  thumb  both  y**  Constables  and  his  man  that  attendeti  him  &.  for  his  contempt- 
uous behavior  toward  Northampton  Commissioners,  he  is  fyned  to  y'  county  by 
this  Courte  in  y*  summe  of  40s. 

Ministers  and  judges  alike  shared  the  ill-will  of  those  unruly  spirits. 
In  16G8  our  bibulous  acHjuaintance,  John  Matthews,  was  led  to  the 
post  and  severely  flogged  for  the  oflfenee  referred  to  below  :  — 

John  Matthews  of  Springfield  l>eing  by  Capt.  Pynchou  bound  over  to  this 
Courte  to  answer  for  his  exceeiling  contemptuous  behavior  towards  M'  Glover 
minister  of  y*'  Word  :  the  s<l  Matthews  u]>i>earing  at  this  Courte  &  the  evidences 
pduce<l  &.  read,  it  api>eareth  that  his  carriage  was  very  odious  &  sliamefull  to 
wards  M'  Glover  in  a  very  vile  manner  much  after  the  custome  of  y*  Quakers 
reviling  M'  (t lover  as  by  the  testimony s  more  at  large  appeareth : 

This  Courte  therefore  doth  judge  the  sd  John  Matthews  to  be  well  whijUHxl  on 
the  naked  body  with  fifteen  stripes  &  tliat  he  )>e  bounde  in  y<^  summe  of  tenn 
]iounds  for  his  goo<l  l)ehavior  till  the  Courte  at  Springfield  in  Sept  next  &  that  he 
pay  costs  of  Courte  vizt  20s  for  Courte  charges. 

Execution  also  was  pformed  according  to  y  sentence. 

It  is  sad  to  relate  that  the  duties  of  beating  the  drum  for  divine 
ser\'iee  did  not  have  a  more  salutary  influence  upon  Matthews.  This 
reference  to  the  Quakers  brings  up  a  subject  not  quite  in  the  line  of 
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our  narrative,  except  as  it  was  one  of  the  causes  of  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  our  forefathers,  who  hated  heresy  quite  as  cordially  as  Catholicism 
itself.  In  March,  1673,  a  Westfield  Quaker  was  dealt  with,  but  by  no 
means  so  severely  as  the  Bay  authorities  would  have  done.  The  case 
was  as  follows  :  — 

Geo.  Filer  of  Westfield  being  presented  by  the  Jury  for  diverse  disorders 
and  being  examined  firstly,  for  cntertayning  of  Quakers  Last  summer :  he  ownes 
he  did  entertayne  them  being  necessitated  thereunto  because  none  else  would  as 
he  sayes.  George  Filer  sayth  he  shall  before  the  World  own  that  he  is  one  of 
them  whom  y«  world  calls  Quakers  :  Also  he  is  presented  for  absenting  himselfe 
from  Gods  publike  worship  on  y<'  Sabbath  he  ownes  he  has  gen'"lly  absented  himself 
gen'lly  last  winter,  his  speeches  have  been  contemptuous  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Word  and  their  work  vizt  that  they  turne  over  20  or  30  Authors  in  a  week  to 
patch  up  an  bourses  discourse  or  tw  o  on  the  Sabbath  :  And  tho  he  would  pretend 
that  he  meant  not  the  ministry  in  that  Town  or  of  N  England,  yet  by  the  testi- 
monyes  it  appeares  otherwise :  lie  seems  to  be  a  very  seminary  of  corrupt  & 
hereticall  opinions  tending  to  poysoning  &  corrupting  the  minds  of  them  w'^'  w™ 
he  liath  to  do :  And  in  speaking  of  tiie  religion  of  the  Quakers  (he  speaks  of  it 
as  distiiurt  from  that  pfessed  by  our  Nation  in  this  countrey)  he  calls  it  Our 
reiigion.  that  is  his  own  &  such  as  bee. 

Filer  was  simply  reprimanded  for  his  opinions,  btit  £5  fine  "  or  be 
well  whipped"  was  imposed  for  his  ''  speaking  against  the  ministry." 

We  will  not  leave  John  Matthews  without  transcribing  a  very  cu- 
rious and  interesting  record  found  at  Northampton,  where  the  County 
Court  sat  in  September,  1(J78.  While  it  is  a  few  years  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  period  dealt  with  in  this  chapter,  it  can  best  be  given 
here :  — 

John  Matthews  of  Springfield  being  be  y  Grandjury  Presented  to  this  Courte 
for  his  Scaudoulous  vile  revileing  of  his  Neighbor  Jon^'^  Burt  and  appeareing  in 
Courte  &  being  examined  according  to  his  Presentmt  he  did  acknowledge  his 
fault  f uUie  according  to  y*'  testimony  given  in  against  him.  This  Courte  Weighing 
hhi  ungodlie  uuseemelieness  of  his  sin  as  it  stands  odiouslie  Circumstanced  under 
y*  Considerations  of  a  hoarie  heade  which  Ought  above  Others  to  be  founde  in  y« 
way  of  Righteousness  and  his  long  Profession  &  standing  in  Christeanitie  Con  Id 
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«loe  noe  less  As  alsoe  would  Bcarc  due  testimony  agst  such  Scandoulous  un^od- 
lieness  They  adjudge  y*"  Old  man  Professor  to  he  well  Whipt  on  y*'  naketl  hax:k 
with  ten  Stripes  Butt  upon  y*  Motion  of  some  of  his  Neighhors  &  y*^  itttreatie  of 
y*'  Delinquente  y'  such  severe  Punishment  might  a  while  mitigated  or  respitteil 
Promising  y^  lAniitie  or  hopeing  y^  JLenitie  may  Uather  y"  such  Severitie  may 
gaine  y*  daliaqnent  to  reflection  on  his  vile  course  &  amendment.  This  Courte 
likes  well  of  this  motion  &  Being  agreiveil  in  there  thoughts  to  smite  old  age. 
doe  recall  the  judgemt  from  being  justly  executed  on  y*  old  man  &  delinquent 
for  y«  triall  of  his  good  liehaviour. 

Matthews  was  ))ound  over  in  £5  to  keep  the  i)eace :  but  he  for- 
feited his  bond  by  not  appearing  as  oi-dered  at  tlie  next  court.  Four 
yeare  hiter  Matthews  was  put  uncier  a  cruardian,  and  liis  child  main- 
tained by  the  town  The  above  record  is  an  invahiable  and  pre- 
cious bit  of  evidence  of  the  working  of  the  true  and  enduring  spirit 
of  forl>earance  that  follows  in  the  path  of  strict  justice.  We  asso- 
ciate so  continual!}'  the  iron  in  the  dispensations  of  New  England 
jurisprudence  that  the  other  side  of  the  picture  rarely  appears.  But 
directly  upon  the  heel  of  this  and  like  attempts  to  reform  as  well  as 
punish  offenders  in  the  same  breath  come  some  truly  Spai^tan  exhibi- 
tions of  justice.  We  may  not  applaud  the  law,  but  must  admire  its 
impartial  application.  The  colonial  laws  regulated  the  subject  of 
extravagant  dressing,  and  our  Hampshire  court  was  awake  to  its 
duty.  The  County  Court  first  took  notice  of  this  cla«s  of  offences  by 
summoning  before  it  the  selectmen  of  all  the  towns  for  not  assessing 
'*  forbidden  apparel "  at  its  full  value,  and  this  not  leading  to  a  ref- 
ormation the  extravagant  women  were  duly  pix)ceeded  against  under 
the  colonial  law.  In  man}-  cases,  when  women  were  summoned  be- 
fore the  court  on  a  chaise  of  wearing  silks  or  finery,  their  husbands 
were  forced  to  aix)logize  for  their  absence.  It  was  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  bring  women  into  court.  In  September,  1G7H,  it  is  re- 
c»orded  :  — 

Diverse  Momeu  at  Springfeild  presenteil  at  y*^  Courte  in  March  last  for  that 
being  of  meane  estate  they  did  weare  Silkes  contrary  to   Law   vlxt  Gooilwifc 
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Labilen  Goody  Colton  Goofly  Morj^an  Goody  Barnard  Mercy  &  Hephzibod  Jones 
Hunters  wife  &  Daughter  &  Abell  Wrights  wife,  &  warned  to  this  Courte  the 
six  former  app^ing  in  Courte  they  were  admonisht  of  tlieir  extra vagancyes  & 
disraist. 

The  Goody  Morgan  referred  to  was  Mrs.  David  Morgan.  Three 
years  later  the  following  persons  were  '*  presented  by  y*"  Grandjury 
to  y*  Courte  at  Northampton  March  26  1676  some  for  wearing  of  silk 
&  y'  in  a  flouting  manner  &  attire  for  Long  haire  &  other  extravegan- 
cies,  Contrary  to  honest  &  Labor  Order  &  Demeanor  not  Becoming 
a  Wilderness  State  at  Least  y**  Profession  of  Christianity  &  Religion." 
In  the  list  of  offenders  were  the  following  from  this  village  :  "  Wife 
of  Henry  Rogers,  Lidia  Exile,  Ilanah  Morgan,  Sarah  Gilburt, 
Hanah  Leonard,  Nath"  Bliss,  Thos  Stebbins  &  his  wife,  John  Bakera 
wife,  Jonth  Stebbins,  Henry  Chapin,  Corporal  Hol^-oke,  Mary  & 
Sarali  Colton,  Sarah  Cooley,  Meriam  Merricke,  Sarah  &  Mary 
Dumbleton." 

Warrants  aiTived  in  Springfield  in  1661,  from  the  Bay,  for  the 
arrest  of  the  regicides  GoflPe  and  Walley,  but  it  may  be  inferred  that 
as  both  fugitives  i)assed  through  the  town,  the  vigilance  of  the  author- 
ities was  not  of  a  remarkable  order. 

Before  following  the  course  of  legislation  and  administration  of 
justice  during  this  period,  we  will  dispose  of  the  numerous  ofl'euces 
against  private  morals  by  saying  that  the  records  show  that  for  many 
years,  indeed,  until  the  eighteenth  century,  the  local  authorities 
and  the  country  magistrates  had  as  much  trouble  in  enforcing  the 
laws  in  this  regard  as  those  of  theft  and  of  assault  and  battery 
together.  All  that  need  be  attempted  here  is  the  (juotation  of  speci- 
men cases.  We  find  the  following  in  the  court  record,  under  date  of 
September,  1660,  at  the  Springfield  session  :  — 

John  Stebbins  of  Northampton  heinge  hound  to  presente  Kobert  Lyman  of  the 
same  Towne  for  misdeameaninge  himselfe  towards  his,  the  said  John  Stebbins 
wife :  he  the  said  John  Stebbins  comphiiiies  to  this  courte  that  the   said    Robert 
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frequeiitinge  the  said  Johns  house  did  use  verv  evil  &  unseemly  behavior  towanis 
his  the  said  Johns  wife  entieeinge  her  several  tynies  that  he  might  ly  wth  her, 
tiikinge  her  m  his  amies  &  otherwise  venting  his  unehast  desires. 


Lyman  was  tiued  £10  and  bound  over  to  keep  the  i)eac^.  Some 
years  later  a  Hadley  Indian  was  caught  in  compi-omising  relations 
with  Rel>ecea  Allen,  of  Northampton.  He  was  committed  to  '"  two 
able  young  men "  to  be  conveyed  to  Springfield,  but  "  as  they 
travelled  he  used  means  to  loose  his  bond  and  escaped,  notwith- 
standing their  utmost  endeavors  to  take  him."  The  girl  was  con- 
demned to  twenty  strii>es,  the  court  believing  that  she  did  not  resist 
him  as  she  should  have  done.  The  punishment  was  deferred  until 
after  the  birth  of  her  child.  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  Miller  confessed 
in  open  court  to  im|)roper  relations  before  mamage,  and  were  fined 
40s.  Masters  often  flogged  their  slaves  for  immoralities,  and  in  at 
least  one  case  the  court  ordered  a  father  to  whip  his  boy  on  the 
naked  back  in  the  presence  of  the  constable,  or  to  pay  a  fine,  for  his 
relations  with  a  negress.  The  boy  had  told  the  judges  that  he  had 
been  tempted  by  the  negress,  and  might  have  fallen,  '^  if  Goil  had  not 
kept  him."  The  court  refused  to  accept  his  word.  In  107:3  Hannah, 
the  unmarried  daughter  of  Thomas  Mirnck,  accused  Jonathan  Mor- 
gan, son  of  Miles  Morgan,  of  the  i)aternity  of  her  child.  Miles  and 
David  Morgan  went  his  bail.  The  following  year  Jonathan,  who 
made  a  stout  fight,  and  appears  to  have  won  over  many  to  the  belief 
m  his  innocence,  was  forced  by  a  decree  of  the  couit  to  pay  '2s,  6d. 
weekly  for  the  fii'st  four  yeai*s  toward  the  suppoi-t  of  the  child.  The 
witness  whose  word  settled  the  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  court  was 
Mrs.  Elizur  Ilolyoke  (his  second  wife).  She  received  from  Hannah 
a  full  confession,  and  the  girl  was  condemned  to  pay  £7  or  receive 
twenty  strii)es.  Even  at  this  late  stage  Jonatluui  was  not  content  to 
let  the  matter  drop,  and  brought  a  suit  for  slander  against  Thomas 
Mirrick,  Hannah*s  father,  for  circulating  charges  against  him. 
Jonathan  lost  his  case.     Eight   years  later.  Miles  Morgan    was  in 
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trouble  over  another  child.  His  daughter  Lydia  worked  in  the  family 
of  Samuel  Gaines,  of  Hartford,  who  became  the  father  of  her  illegit- 
imate child.  The  suit  of  Mr.  Morgan  against  Gaines  resulted  in  a 
decree  of  maintenance  of  the  child  against  the  latter. 

In  passing  a  sentence  of  '*  ten  stripes  "  ujx)n  a  man  for  immoral 
conduct  and  li\ing  ''apart  from  his  wife,"  the  judges  declared  their 
''  greate  Cause  to  Lament  and  bewaile  y*  sore  hand  of  God  agst  us 
in  suffering  such  vile  inormityes  to  Breake  out  amongst  us  w®**  as  a 
Flood  doe  threaten  to  overwhelme  us." 

Griffith  Jones,  who  figured  in  the  witchcraft  case,  was  given  fifteen 
lashes  on  the  bare  back  for  low  convereation  among  young  people ; 
and  there  is  rejxJi'ted  a  case  before  Mr.  Pynchon,  where  it  was  decreed, 
in  reference  to  the  disposal  of  the  illegitimate  child  of  two  negro 
slaves,  that  "  the  masters  of  s'*  negroes  be  joyut  <fe  equall  in  the 
charge  of  s**  child  either  in  paymts  or  otherwise  till  s**  child  attaine 
y*  age  of  nine  years  &  then  to  have  a  joynt  &  equall  propertie  in  s** 
cluld  of  value  thereof  to  be  divided  between  y",  or  one  of  them 
taking  the  child  the  other  to  have  paymt  of  full  one  half  of  y*  valine 
of  s**  child  from  him  who  hath  y*  child."  Both  negroes  were  flogged, 
the  woman  receiving  fifteen  lashes  before,  and  fifU»en  lashes  after  her 
sickness. 

Francis  Hacklinton,  of  Northampton,  while  furnishing  brick  for 
Pyuchon's  new  house,  found  time  to  act  scandalously  toward  Pyn- 
chon's  domestic.  Hector  Bliss,  and  Mrs.  Sanmel  Ely  circulated  evil 
reports  about  them.  Hacklinton  sued  Mrs.  Ely  for  slander,  but  lost 
his  case. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  these  sad  exhibitions  were  the  result  of 
the  lack  in  the  Puritan  polity  of  proper  provision  for  innocent 
amusement,  sports,  or  pastime.  To  remark  that  Springfield  life  was 
an  unrelieved  struggle  with  Satan  and  the  wilderness  is  only  admit- 
ting that  it  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Massachusetts  family  of 
towns.  There  was  a  despotism  of  theory  and  practice  that  regulated 
the  movement  of  evervbfxlv,  from  the  masjistrate  and  minister  to  the 
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blave,  and  family  government  was  a  part  of  the  grand  scheme  which 
began  in  town-meeting  and  ended  in  paradise  or  the  bottomless  pit. 
Fancy  the  spirit  of  the  age  which  made  it  possible  for  a  court  to 
order  a  man  to  flog  his  son  upon  the  bare  back  in  the  presence  of  the 
town  oflScers  and  i)ossibly  a  ga))ing  crowd ! 

The  County  Court  kept  a  shaq)  eye  u|K>n  the  home,  and  was  quick 
to  enforce  the  parental  authority.  Samuel  Ball  was  ordered  to  be 
flogged  l^ciiuse  he  ustnl  abusive  language  to  his  father-in-law,  Bcmi- 
jamin  Munn,  saying  that  he  respecttnl  him  "  no  more  than  an  old 
Indian,"  and  exclaiming,  '*  A  father  I  There's  a  father  indeed  I  " 
Here  is  a  specimen  vote  of  this  period  touching  the  management  of 
children:  ''This  Courte  doth  ortl*^  Capt.  Pynchon  w***  y'  Select 
men  of  Springfield  to  disjKise  of  James  Osborne*s  eldest  son,  there 
being  complaynt  made  to  this  court  y^  the  said  Lads  tyme  is  spent 
very  unprofitably." 

^Vhenever  a  town  showed  any  signs  of  relaxation  in  family  govern- 
ment the  court  would  sharply  reprimand  the  selectmen,  who  were  in 
general  ordered  to  ''  regulate  &  settle  young  p^sons  under  Govern- 
ment according  to  law."     This  meant  family  government,  of  course. 

In  March,  ir>75,  the  County  Court  lamented  ''much  idle  expense  of 
Precious  time,"  and  prohibited  tavern-keepers  from  selling  liquor 
to  any  but  '•'Ooverners  of  families  of  Sober  Carriage,  y*  intent  of 
this  order  Wing  y^  such  Persons  y*  have  y*^  liberty  should  use  y**^  hut 
to  prevent  a  trade  of  Drinking  &  Dninkenes  amongst  us." 

The  children  of  the  town  were  bi-ought  into  very  close  relations  to 
the  tvthing-man,  and  at  all  times  were  made  conscious  that  the  eve  of 
authority  w:is  u\KiU  them.  The  tything-men  for  Springfield,  apiwinted 
at  the  March  term  for  UwS,  were  as  follows :  — 


(  To  Inspect  y«  upper  pt  of  y*  Town  all  Families  from  y*^  upi>erniost 

Jno  I^mb  '  .    ,,*        ..... 

(      House  to  >r  Glovers  Housf  inclusivelic. 

I  To  Inbpc'Ct  all  v*^  Faniielies  from  >r  (ilovers  to  Jno  Clarks  House 
Sam"  Ball  .,.,.' 

K      mclusivelie. 
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I  To  Inspect  all  y*"  faiiiielics  from  tlionce  to  Objulmh  Coolies  iii- 
liicTea8C'  Sikes  .     ,. 

(      cluesivelie. 

Ij«rael  Coltoii     To  Inspect  all  y''  Faniielies  in  y«^  Long  Meadow. 

Jno  Barber  senr  i 

^     .  .  All  y*^  fainielies  on  y^  West  side  of  v*'  River  at  SpringfeiM. 

James  Tavlor       i        "^  ^  "  *      * 


The  court  added  the  following  order,  wliieh,  it  may  be  remembered, 
is  not  in  the  phraseology  of  the  colony  laws,  and  technically,  at  least, 
is  in  the  nature  of  legislation  :  — 

All  w«^*»  Persons  as  aforesd  being  Authorized  y*"  Titbing  men  for  y*"  severall 
ToMiies  ais  aforesd  are  liereby  required  faitbfullie  to  act  in  inspecting  of  y" 
Neighbors,  so  as  y**  sin  &  disorder  be  prevented  &  Suppresd  in  there  severall 
Precints,  &  as  occation  may  be  to  assist  One  another  &  act  in  One  anothers 
Precints  dischargeing  y«  office  of  tithing  men,  according  to  y^  law  made  Noy 
1G75,  May  1077,  Ocf^  1077  they  haveing  Ilefference  thereunto  —  And  Further 
this  Courte  doth  now  Comend  to  these  tithing  men  &  require  y'"  dilegentlie  to 
tsike  Care  y*  y*  Sabbath  be  not  Prophaned  by  Youth  or  elder  Persons  sitting 
or  standing  abroad  out  of  their  Meeting  houses  in  ye  time  of  Gods  Publique 
Worshipp  whereby  they  are  exposed  to  many  temptations  &  divertions.  But  y* 
they  do  Check  all  such  Persons  &  soe  deale  with  y™  as  thereby  to  enforce 
them  to  goe  in  within  there  Meeting  Houses  where  they  may  attend  better 
and  be  in  sight  or  otherwise  to  present  there  names  in  Case  such  doe  not 
reforme,  to  y*  Magestrates  Comissors  or  other  authoreeties  in  y<^  severall  Towns 
to  proceed  against  such  Persons  y*  shall  remayne  re f rectory  according  as  they 
shall  see  Cause.  As  alsoe  to  have  a  vigelent  eye  upon  such  Persons  y*  sliall 
without  just  and  necessary  Cause  be  unsciisonablie  abroade  in  y«  Evenings  from 
y*'^  parents  &  Masters  Famielies  all  Persons  being  to  repaire  to  their  Lodgings 
or  homes  by  Nine  of  y*  Clocke  at  Night  or  ratlier  Before,  And  what  Persons 
j«oe  ever  they  find  faultie  herein  in  being  abroade  unseasonablie  or  othrwise 
faultie  they  are  to  admonish  &  hasten  to  y'*^  oun  proper  places  of  aboaile  wheather 
they  are  to  repaire  w"  it  draws  towartls  Nine  of  Clock  at  Night. 

Under  the  shadow  of  this  supervision  the  youth  grew  ;  but  one 
tinds  a  singularly  Roman  spirit  of  administration  of  the  law.  When 
the  lad  Samuel  Ilolyoke  was  caught  with  other  boys  making  a  dis- 
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turbance  one  Sabbath  day,  and  was  bi*ought,  with  the  rest,  before  th< 
court  of  which  his  father  was  a  member,  no  pai'ental  consideratioi 
prevented  the  im|K>sition  of  the  regular  fine.  The  boy  subsequently 
became  the  noted  Indian  fighter,  Samuel  Holyoke. 

It  was  some  lime  after  the  first  meeting-house  was  put  up  tha 
glass  was  secured  for  the  windows,  and  the  natui'al  curiosity  of  th( 
children  went  to  the  usual  lengths,  and  some  of  the  windows  wer 
liroken.  The  selectmen  at  once  laid  down  a  nde  that  a  child  caugh 
at  any  si)orts  about  the  meeting-house  should  be  fined,  and  in  casi 
the  governors  or  parents  refused  to  pay  the  fine  the  children  shouh 
l>e  duly  whipi>etl  in  the  presence  of  the  board.  Having  run  beyom 
the  date  of  this*  chapter,  we  will  go  a  step  farther  and  add  som 
ordei*s  passe<l  in  1G80  :  — 

Wher  as  there  liave  l>eii  for  a  loii^  tyme  great  disordir  in  our  asenibly  b 
many  younj;:  ]H.'rsons  fi(x*klng  out  of  the  meeting  hous  before  the  blessing  i 
pronounse<l  many  of  them  canot  be  thought  to  have  any  nesesyty  so  to  do  an 
tliare  being  a  Cuntry  law  tliat  doth  comend  it  to  the  select  mens  care  am'  it  bein 
u  grief  to  seryous  minds,  we  doe  declare  and  onier  that  no  person  so  doe  ei 
ceptin  thare  shall  be  a  nesesary  ocasyon :  and  we  doe  request  and  order  lucres 
Sickes  to  kee|K'  the  east  doore  and  Isaack  Glesoii  and  Benjamen  Thomas  t 
looke  to  the  South  doore.  And  we  doe  request  Lif tenant  Stebins  to  apoynt  o 
of  the  gaunl  to  see  to  the  youth  tliere  about  etc. 

It  is  also  oniered  by  the  Selectmen  that  all  pi»rsons  or  boys  under  the  age  o 
twelve  years  of  age  sit  on  that  seat  under  the  Oecons  seat  and  also  on  that  sea 
against  it  and  on  the  stars,  only  they  must  not  Block  up  the  stars  when  M 
Glover  <*om8. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holyoke,  October  2(),  1G57,  may  be  callei 
a  sad  sequel  of  her  father's  practical  banishment.  Her  sister,  Mrs 
Hem*y  Smith,  as  we  have  seen,  finally  went  crazy,  but  whether  as  j 
result  of  her  father's  persecution  is  not  known.  .John  P}'uchon  wa 
called  to  England  in  16r>4  by  the  death  of  William  Pynehon,  whiel 
took  place  at  Wraisbury,  October  29,  1662.  His  body  was  no 
carried  to  Writtle,  where  many  of  his  family  are  buried,  but  he  lies  ii 
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the  cburch-ynnl  at  U'raiabiirv,  au  interior  of  whose  churcli  ia  given 
iu  tbo  iiccoiripanyiiisr  illiistratioii.     Wlicii  William  Pyiiciioii  returned 


t<.  England  U-ii  years  Iwfore,  Oliver  C'l-omwell  was  at  the  head  of 
alTaira,  and  Mr.  Fyni-hon  Naiik  into  his  grrave  jnst  after  the  merry 
King  Charles  II.  had  set  at  work  undoing  the  work  of  the  lievoliition. 
John  I'ynchon'B  estate  was  materially  eiilarged  liy  hi»  father's  will, 
and  he  himself,  lu  November,  lliOil,  made  a  will,  before  sailing  for 
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Kngliiiul.  iu  Kbicti  tit-  s|ieukii  of  liis  warehouses  nt  Iktstou.  his  wharf, 
aud  lanit  atljuining-  II«  fouiiil  upon  reachttig  Wrntsbiiry  that  his 
father  ha-l  left  liiui  stvcral  hutulntl  atm*  of  lunJ  bfside:>  much  [ler- 
Honal  [)ni|H.-rty.  But  John  IVucbon  was  a  rich  man  for  those  timos 
bffort-  thk  eulargemenl  of  hL^  estate. 

In  about  I't'V.)  Ji>lm  Pyucbon  hail  ])lnnneil  to  Imihl  tlie  fiufst  hous«- 
in  Sew  £n<flaii<]  outsulf  of  Bostou.  He  niaile  it  at  onct-  a  garruion, 
a  residence,  aud  a  court-house.  lie  l>arg:iiued  with  Kraucis  Hack- 
Ungton.  a  Xorthanipton  luau.  for  the  brick.  —  in  all  JU,Oy<j,  for 
which  he  (laid  a  little  over  Ji.OiM'.  This  building  was  probably  coni- 
[Jeteii  in  liitll.  and  was  situateil  where  Fort  street  now  is.  It  was 
the  most  important  istnictiire  in  this  valley  for  many  years,  and  re- 
maiued  a  historic  landmark  on  our  Main  stn'et  until  well  into  the 
preseut  century,  when  it  was  pulled  down  in  s[>ite  of  ardent  protests, 
anil  for  no  goo«l  reason  that  business  or  propriety  can  suggest  to  us. 


CHAPTER    IX. 
1674-1676. 

The  Imlian  Situation.  —  Puritan  View  of  the  Savage. —The  Agawaras.— English  Laws 
for  the  Natives.  —  Indian  Mortgage  Deeds.  —  An  Appeal  to  Boston.  —  The  Origin  of 
Slavery  in  New  England.  —  Peiiecting  Title  to  the  Land.  —  King  Philip's  War.  —The 
Attack  wyfon  Brookfield.  —  Lieutenant  Cooper  sent  forward  from  Springfield.  — Beers, 
Lathrop,  Mosely,  and  Treat  march  to  the  Rescue  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Towns.  — 
The  Swamp  Fight.—  Death  of  Beers.  —  Bloody  Brook.  —  Pynchon's  Protest  to  the 
Conimi:>sionei-9.  —The  Indian  Fort  at  Springfield.  — The  Town  burned  by  King  Philip. 
—  Pynchon's  Hasty  Ride  from  Hadley.  —  Death  of  Cooper  and  Miller. — Captain 
Appletou  in  Command.  —  Trouble  about  Military  Authority. —Winter. — Death  of 
Elizur  Holyoke  and  Selectman  Keep.  —  The  Fight  at  Turner's  Falls.  —  Heroism  of 
Samuel  Holyoke.  —  King  Philip's  Death. 

For  forty  years  Springfield  was  happily  free  from  the  scenes  of 
fire  and  blood  that  usually  attend  the  occupancy  of  a  savage  wilder- 
ness. If  we  have  read  the  town's  story  aright,  there  was  reason  for 
this  exceptionally  good  fortune.  The  first  planter's  never  occupied  a 
foot  of  ground  without  paying  for  it,  and  the  Pynchon  ride  of  even 
justice  toward  the  Indian  was  known  to  the  tnbes  hundreds  of  miles 
away.  The  Pynchons  were  famed  in  all  the  wigwams  from  Quabaug 
to  the  Mohawk  country  for  their  justice  and  fair  play.  The  Indians 
often  brought  their  disputes  to  Springfield  for  settlement,  and  the}' 
were  justly  dealt  with,  even  when  the  authorities  in  Connecticut  and 
down  at  the  Bay  were  antagonized. 

Looking  at  the  question  broadly,  it  will  baflfle  philosophy  itself  to 
analyze  the  workings  of  the  Puritan  mind  when  confronted  by  the 
savage  ;  but  what  can  be  said  of  the  results  of  the  contact  of  English, 
Indian,  and  negro?  The  subject  seemed  of  little  moment  in  those 
days,  but,  measured  by  the  result,  is  of  vital  importance.     The  very 
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charter  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  inii)osed  u|K>n  the  ineorpo- 
nit>ors  the  duty  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  and  making  the 
native  a  convert  to  the  gosjjel.  The  general  sense  of  the  eai'ly  set- 
tlers was  that  the  Indians  should  receive  fair  treatment ;  and  in  a  de- 
gree they  did.  At  the  same  time  we  see  in  the  Puritans  from  the 
start  an  insidious  element  working  against  the  native.  The  Puritans 
did  not  flee  from  sin  ;  tliey  hated,  pursued,  and  fought  it :  the  heathen 
were  children  of  sin,  and  tlie  Indians,  heathen.  This  is  the  simple 
chain  of  unconscious  logic  that  prevailed  in  New  Kngland. 

The  inevitable  tendency  of  a  sti*ong  race  to  make  headway  against 
an  inferior  one  was  apparent  right  here  in  Springfield.  William 
Pvnchon  soon  found,  in  dealinsj  with  the  Indians,  that  thev  wei*e  lazv, 
unreliable,  and  quick  to  take  ofTence.  Their  vengeful  dis|X)sition, 
coupled  with  their  secretive  ways  and  their  long  memory  of  slights, 
soon  caused  Pyuchou  to  avoid  em4)loying  them  as  umch  as  [)ossible. 
He  even  refused  to  use  them  as  messengei*s  and  scouts,  when  white 
troopers  were  within  call.  Indians  would  loiter  by  the  way,  and 
were  not  a}x)ve  breaking  their  word.  Nor  did  they  come  up  to  the 
English  standard  of  personal  tidiness ;  if  they  had  not  been  probed 
by  the  sharp  rod  of  the  white  uian's  law,  they  would  have  been  con- 
tent to  stroll  alK)ut  these  streets  and  live  off  alms  at  the  back  doors 
of  this  plantation.  Our  Agawams  and  our  Woronocos,  like  all  the 
Algonquin  tribes,  were  accustomed  to  subjugation.  They  gave  tribute 
to  the  Six  Nations,  and  no  doubt  looked  upon  the  whites  as  a  relief, 
and  the}'  preferred  to  pay  out  their  wam[)um  to  a  race  more  worthy  of 
it.  The  Agawams  were  numerically  inferior  to  the  Pocomtucks  at 
Deerfield,  who  were  the  leaders  of  the  local  tribes. 

The  Knglish  regard  for  the  Indian,  therefore,  was  the  regard  of  the 
strong  for  the  weak,  the  shiftless,  and  the  unreliable.  The  red  man 
of  the  forest,  in  whose  richly  l)ronzed  bosom  beat  all  the  nobility 
(iod  ever  breathed  into  a  hero,  did  not  reside  in  Springfield,  at  least 
in  the  seventeentli  century. 

We  have  seen  in  the  deeds  executed  and  sijjned  by  Indians  and  in 
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the  records  of  the  town-meetings,  that  while  the  natives  retained 
sundry  hunting  and  fishing  privileges  they  were  continually  brought 
under  restrictions  in  tlieir  personal  movements. 

The  following  imi>ortant  deed,  secured  in  1052,  furnishes  an 
instance  In  point :  — 

This  Iiulenture  made  the  fourteenth  Day  of  April :  1G52  :  between  Coe  (or) 
Coa.  one  of  the  Indians  of  Aj?awani,  who  is  tlie  cheife  &  y^  proper  owner  of  al 
the  Laiul  helow  tlie  Lonj:  medow  brooke,  in  tlie  East  side  of  Quinnecticot  River, 
down  to  the  Falls,  on  the  one  party.  And  John  Pynchon  of  Springfeild  on  the 
other  party  Witnesseth  that  the  s''  Coe  the  Indian,  for  &  in  consideration  of  one 
broad  Essex  shag  C'oote  of  1.  yard  &  1:5  quarters  &  more  to  him  in  hand  paid, 
hath  bagained.  sold  &  granted,  &  by  these  p*"sent8  dotli  sel  give  &  grant  to  the 
said  John  Pynchon  a  certaine  parcel  of  wet  medow  upon  the  head  of  a  River, 
Runiung  into  the  great  River,  above  the  fals,  comoidy  called  by  the  English 
Freshwater  liiver  which  River  is  by  the  Indians  called  Asnuntick  at  y^'  mouth  of 
it  &  a  little  higher  Is  called  Allows,  &  at  the  head  of  said  River  is  called  Sick- 
compsqu,  where  the  said  wet  medow  lyes,  the  which  medow  is  called  by  the 
Name  of  Quellicksqu. 

Also  the  said  Coe  <loth  sel  give  &  grant  free  &  ful  Liberty  for  the  English  to 
gather  &  make  use  of  Candlewood,  called  by  y'"  weakshackquock,  in  all  the 
grounds  iuljoining  thereto,  &  from  the  Long  medow  brooke  downward,  &  also 
free  Liberty  for  Cattle  to  feed  fro  the  spring  til  winter,  in  al  the  s**  grounds,  for 
&  in  consideration  of  one  yard  3  quarters  of  Red  Essex  shag  cloth  to  him  by 
the  s^  John  Pynchon  in  hand  paid  :  Al  the  s'*  p'mises  y  s'*  Coe  doth  C'ondition  as 
the  True  owner  that  the  said  John  Pynchen  shall  absolutely  clearly  &  for  ever 
enjoy  al  the  said  p'mises,  to  him  his  heires  and  assignees  for  ever.  Submittetl, 
this  Uth  of  April:  1052. 

The  notable  point  in  this  deed  is  the  privileges  granted  the  P^nglish 
in  regions  still  held  by  the  Indians,  who  were  thus  establishing  prece- 
dents dangerous  to  their  interests. 

Among  the  many  innovations  which  P^nglish  rule  brought  about 
was  the  gradual  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  in  form  at  least,  by  the 
Indians.  In  KJGii  the  County  Court  had  occasion  to  admonish  a  con- 
stable for  roughly  handling  some  Indians  found  alaoad  upon  the 
Lord's  (lav :  — 
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Certayne  Indians  being  found  at  Woironoco  travelling  on  y*  Sabbath  &  earrj-- 
mg  burdens,  vizt  bringing  apples  w«'»  they  said  they  had  from  Windsor  &  own 
shooting  a  Gun  when  he  came  to  the  house  there,  the  Constable  there  seizeii  4 
guns  &.  one  of  them  called  (name  omitte<i )  to  appear  at  this  Court  to  answer  the 
offense.  The  m*^^  being  prooved  &  owned  tlie  Courte  judges  the  Constable 
striking  the  Indian  and  the  dog  biting  him  he  should  be  only  admonished. 

There  was  no  end  of  trouble  in  keeping  savage  hands  off  from 
portable  property.  They  would  doflge  into  kitchens  and  steal  food, 
eider,  and  anv  aiiides  in  reach,  and  thev  would  also  run  off  cattle. 
In  ions  it  was  recorded  in  the  County  Court  that  *'  "Whereas  the  In- 
dians  called  Magnaws  made  Si)oyle  among  the  Cattell  or  swine  of 
these  3  Townes  of  the  county  neere  al)out  2  yeere  synce  And  there 
being  gayned  from  those  Indians  20£  w*^''  being  sent  to  ^P.  Bryan  is 
in  y*  hands  of  Lyman  Lobdell  of  Springfeild  in  Leather,"  it  was  or- 
dered that  this  sum  be  distributed.  Springfield  parties  received  £5  of 
this. 

The  selling  of  liquor  to  the  Indians  was  strictl}"  forbidden  ;  but  the 
natives  were  continually  securing  drink  on  the  sly,  and  this  class  of 
cases  was  very  common  before  the  magistrates.  Indians  were  some- 
times put  under  Inrnds  to  keep  away  from  li(pior,  wampum  being  de- 
posited as  security. 

The  mill  of  Preserved  Turner  was  robl)ed  in  alx)ut  1004,  and  the 
Indian  Wenaweu  was  caught  and  put  under  bonds,  a  companion 
named  Sopos  and  another  Indian  becoming  his  sureties.  At  the  next 
court,  in  1665,  Wenawen  did  not  appear,  and  the  property  of  the 
bondsmen  was  levied  upon  for  40.v.  each. 

There  was  given  the  Indians,  in  166(),  a  convincing  proof  of  the 
sense  of  justice  among  the  whites.  The  town  paid  fifty  fathom  of 
wampum  to  satisfy-  a  claim  set  forth  in  an  ancient  document,  which 
opens  as  follows  :  — 

This  writing  witnesseth  Tliat  Neesahejxan  alias  Squoniseat  &  Kepaquomp  alias 
Squinnamoh  for  themselves,  &  in  behalfe  of  an  old  woman  called  Potucksisg  af- 
firming, that  the  English  at  Springfeild  never  bought  tlie  Lands  over  Agawara 
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River  in  the  higher  medows,  that  is  to  say.  the  T^ands  hotween  the  middle  medow, 
&  so  round  tiie  liills,  fro  tliat  pond  hy  tlie  inidle  niedow  to  Ensigne  Coopers 
House,  &  so  to  AgHM-am  Kivor,  &  yet  acknowledging  tliat  the  niidlc  niedow  & 
house  medow  called  Quana  &  Agawani,  were  Long  since  hought  hy  the  English; 
etc. 

The  fii*st  hind  transaction  with  the  Indians  was  carried  on  bv  a 
committee  or  a^ent  for  the  town,  as  lias  been  noticed  but  eventually 
private  parties  secured  the  Indian  titles  dii*ectly  from  the  natives. 
This  was  a  long  ste[)  forward,  and  clearly  contrary  to  public  policy. 
The  occasion  of  these  private  transfei's  was  the  habit  of  running  in 
debt  among  the  Indians.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  their  arrows 
after  they  had  seen  the  blunderbuss,  and  while  the  lending  of  flint- 
locks or  snaphances,  like  the  selling  of  fire-water,  to  the  Indians  was 
prohibited,  it  did  not  break  up  the  practice.  They  also  secured 
blankets,  food,  and  agricultural  tools  on  credit  often,  and  thus  the 
mortgage  system  grew  up  as  naturall}^  as  garden  weeds  after  a  rain. 
The  Indians  also  hired  the  English  to  plow  their  planting-grounds, 
and  sometimes  planted  English  land  on  shares. 

To  meet  these  obligations  securitv  was  demanded.  A  verv  in- 
teresting  specimen  of  this  is  found  in  our  i)robate  records,  under  date 
of  April  2,  IGOl.  A  mortgage  was  made  by  Coa,  Menis,  Cuttonus, 
and  other  Indians,  who  figure  in  our  first  Indian  deed  to  William 
Pynchon  and  his  associates,  and  is  made  out  to  that  active  land  spec- 
ulator, Samuel  Marshlield.  The  mortgage  which  is  here  given  was 
duly  approved  by  the  selectmen,  however  :  — 

Severall  deht«  w'-'»  wee  owe  Saniull  Marshfleld  for  goods  already  received  wci» 
wee  did  ingage  to  pay  in  hever,  &  we  doe  still  ingage  to  doe  the  same  if  we  can 
gett  it,  any  tynie  this  summer,  or  else  we  soe  ingage  to  pay  him  in  Come  at  2s 
IK»r  hush  by  heai>e  or  if  in  wampum,  then  to  allow  the  said  Samuell  six  fathom 
for  every  five  fathom  due  unto  him,  or  if  we  can  gett  mooseskins  or  t)tter  or  gootl 
deare  skins,  then  to  pay  them  unto  him  at  a  reasonahle  rate,  or  guns  w<^'»  the  fore 
said  Samuell  hath  in  his  hands,  w*^^''  if  he  doe  Lend  to  anv  of  us.  wee  inguire  to 
return  them  to  Him  when  he  shall  call  for  them  :  and  if  we  doe  not  ]my  the 
aforesaid  Samuell  in  any  of  these  prises,  to  his  content  hy  Michelmas  next  en- 
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suing  the  (late  thereof,  then  we  give  the  aforesaid  Samuel  full  power  to  ceaze  on 
all  our  lands  &  come  as  his  pro|>er  right,  and  if  that  we  Indians  whose  Names 
are  ahove  written,  doe  ingage  that  if  wee  &  the  aforesaid  Samuel  cannot  aggree 
about  the  price  of  any  of  the  aforementioned  pay,  then  M-ee  will  stand  to  w» 
Captayne  Pynchon,  &  Lieutenante  Holyoke  shall  appoynt. 

Cuttoniis  (imired  occasional! v  in  tlie  recoi*cls.  He  was  fined  in  1000 
for  not  keeping  up  liis  '*  water  fence."  lie  owned  lands  on  the  west 
side  of  the  *"  Create  Ryver,"  and  had  previously  sold  some  planting- 
gix)unds  to  Knsign  C()Oi)er,  who,  the  year  following  the  above  mort- 
gage, secured  a  record  of  this  transaction.  Cooper  had  himself  ob- 
tained Indian  lands  by  the  foreclosure  process.  He  had  taken  from 
a  Woronoco  Indian,  named  Amoacussen,  a  mortgage  in  1660,  and  in 
16G4  he  received  an  absolute  deed  upon  the  Indian's  failure  to  pay. 
John  Pynciion  also  foreclosed,  in  1()66,  upon  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Woronoco,  mortgaged  by  an  Indian  and  his  squaw.  Mr.  Cooper  was 
l)efore  the  General  Court  in  ri*ference  to  the  Amoacussen  transaction. 
It  was  claimed  by  Allignot,  Neemp,  and  Wallump,  sachems  of 
*'  Pochosick  near  Westfield,"  that  Amoacussen  was  not  the  sole 
owner  of  the  lands  deeded  to  Cooper.  These  Indians  appealed,  as 
tiiey  had  a  right  to  do,  to  Boston,  and  the  (General  Court  referred  the 
case  to  the  Hampshire  County  Court,  which  compelled  Cooper  to 
give  the  sachems  due  satisfaction.  It  cost  Cooper  one  hundred  and 
ten  fathom  of  wampum  to  get  out  of  this  scrape  ;  but  he  doubtless 
made   monev  even  at  that. 

We  transcrilH'  the  following  deed  of  Westfield  land  :  — 

These  present  writings  Dated  September  the  29th  in  the  yeereOne  sixhundre<1 
Sixty-flFive  showetli  y^  wee  Spanosa  iJi  Poxonock  both  of  us  joyntly  &  severaly 
liave  upon  a  valluable  consideration  to  us  secured  &  by  these  presents  doe  alien- 
ate &  Sell  unto  Daniell  Clark  &  Samuel  Marshall  of  Windsor  their  heirs  &  as- 
signes  one  pcell  of  ineddow  Land  lying  at  Woronoco  on  y*^  South  Side  of  y* 
Hiver  part  whereof  hath  Ix'en  already  planted  w^"''  pcell  of  Metldow  is  in  quantity 
iforty  acres,  such  peel!  of  meddow  Lainl.  it  sluill  be  Lawfull  for  the  Said  Daniell 
&  Samuel  their  heirs  &  assigns  to  enjoy  &  possess  »5c  inheritt  forever.      And  for 
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the  more  full  assurance  of  the  said  Laiul  unto  y*^^  Said  psons  Mee  the  (irauntors 
doe  hereby  morgage  or  fully  engage  that  if  we  rnoke  not  the  title  of  the  Land 
good  to  these  two  grantees,  then  Samnell  Afarshati  is  to  hare  our  little  Daughter 
now  about  foil  re  yeares  old  to  enjoy  her  tj*  dispose  of  her  as  his  own  estate.  And 
wee  the  Said  Grantors  doe  hereby  promise  &  oblige  our  selves  unto  the  said 
Grantees  tliat  when  Me  be  mitided  to  make  Sale  of  the  otiicr  of  our  Land  at 
Wonronoco  they  the  said  Grantees  shall  have  the  right  tending  to  tliem  to  take  or 
refuse  uppon  such  termes  as  we  shall  aggree  unto. 

The  following  entry  is  found  in  the  records  of  the  County  Court 
held  at  Springfield  in  September,  IfiOo  :  — 

There  being  presented  unto  y  Gen^'  Court  at  Boston  in  May  last  a  Petition  to 
consicler  of  the  complaynts  of  the  Indians  of  Springfeild  agt  Samll  Marshfeild 
who  hath  gotten  the  lands  of  the  Indians  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of 
mortgage  from  >-**  Indians  whereby  they  are  impovished  haveing  little  or  nothing 
left  to  plant  but  are  constrayned  to  hire  of  ye  English  &  The  said  Gen"  Courtx? 
referred  the  said  business  of  y^  Indians  complt  to  y*  County  Court  of  this  shire ; 
This  Court  therefore  upon  agitation  of  the  business  advised  Samuel  Marshfeild 
&  the  Indians  to  accord  amongst  themselves  &  also  advisetl  the  said  Samuell  for 
y*  making  of  fynall  issue  of  all  complaynts  &  trouble  from  y*  Indians  about  the 
Land  that  he  hath  of  them  to  allow  the  said  Indians  some  of  the  Land  w<^*'  before 
y*  Courte  he  manifested  himselfe  wiUing  to  doe  ; 

AVhereuiwn  the  Courte  apiK)ynted  John  Pumbleton  &  Miles  Morgan  to  go 
over  y«  River  with  Samll  Marshfeild  &  the  Indians  to  see  w*  land  the  said  Samuell 
Marshfeild  Mould  allow  &  how  far  it  might  be  to  y*^  satisfaction  of  y*'  Indians : 

And  the  said  Persons  returning  m'**^  y*'  Indians  to  y**  Courte  they  miide  report 
y*  Samuell  Marshfield  acconling  to  y^  Indians  desire  sheM'ed  the  Indians  M'here 
ihey  sliould  have  fifteen  acres  of  land  to  themselves  for  ever :  that  is  to  say 
twelve  acres  in  one  place  &  three  acres  in  another  j)lace  :  And  the  Judges  ex- 
pressetl  themselves  M*ell  satbsfied  thercMith. 

It  will  be  asked  whether  Mr.  iMai'shall  would  have  held  the  Indian 
girl  in  slavery  in  ease  he  had  been  compelled  to  insist  upon  the  bond 
as  indicated  by  the  instrument  as  executed  in  Septeral)er,  IGOr).  !Most 
certainly,  but  he  would  not  necessaril}'  have  kept  her  as  a  bond-ser- 
vant in  his  family.     Indians  became  slaves  in  New  England,  it  would 
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seem,  in  three  ways, — through  life  sentences  for  crimes,  through 
captivity  in  war,  and  through  legal  process  as  security  for  loans,  as 
above  shown.  The  Pequot  war  seems  to  have  led  directly  to  slavery. 
Merchants  sent  captive  Indian  maidens  and  boys  to  the  West  Indies 
or  Africa  and  traded  them  off  for  negroes. 

We  now  have  the  necessary  facts  of  the  coming  together  of  the 
three  races,  and  the  enlargement  of  one  at  the  expense  of  the  other 
two.  New  England  practised  negro  slavery  l)y  and  through  its  own- 
ership in  Indian  flesh  and  blood,  and  Springfield  shares  in  the  unen- 
viable distinction  of  contributing  to  its  extension. 

The  claim  to  the  land  was  still  in  many  points  defective,  and  the 
*' worshipful  major,''  with  his  usual  business  thrift,  made  haste  to 
perfect  the  title.  The  tract  lK)unded  on  the  south  by  an  east  line  at 
Freshwater  river,  near  Kn field  Falls,  on  the  east  bv  the  mountains, 
on  the  north  by  the  Chicopee  river,  and  on  the  west  by  a  line  running 
through  the  Five-Mile  pond,  was  considered  at  this  earl}'  day  a  part 
of  the  town  ;  but  the  Indians  refused  to  admit  the  claim,  and  calculated 
upon  a  liberol  payment  of  wampum  therefor.  The  land  in  dispute  was 
claimed  by  Wequogan,  Wawapaw,  and  WecomlK).  After  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  Mr.  Pynchon  assembled  these  Indians,  probably  in  his 
garrison-house  on  the  main  street,  and  succeeded  in  negotiating  a 
sale,  there  l)eing  also  present  Elizur  Holyoke,  (ieorge  Colton,  Benja- 
min Coolev,  Samuel  Marshfield,  and  Anthony  Dorchester,  the  town 
committee  authorized  to  receive  the  Indian  deed.  There  had  been 
many  informal  meetings,  and  apparently  a  good  deal  of  dickering, 
the  Indians  proving  apt  scholars  in  the  science  of  making  bargains. 
The  price  fixed  upon  was  one  hundred  and  eighty  fathoms  of  wam- 
pum, and  it  was  left  to  Mr.  Pynchon  to  draw  the  deed  and  deliver 
the  monev.  This  he  did  ;  but  curiously  (^loujrh  he  delivered  the  wam 
pum  before  the  deeds  were  signed,  thus  breaking  his  revered  father's 
rule,  and  by  this  means  getting  into  trouble.  The  Indians  came  to 
him  one  by  one  to  affix  their  marks  to  the  instrument,  but  Mr.  Pyn- 
chon  followed  an  ancient  custom  calculated  to  impress  upon  the  sav- 
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age  miiul  the  solemnity  of  the  act,  and  refused  to  allow  them  to  sign 
separately,  insisting  tliat  they  should  come  in  a  group.  Thus  mat- 
ters drifted  on  tluough  the  whole  year,  and  in  fact  until  the  spring 
of  1075,  when  the  plantation  entered  upon  a  terrible  chapter  in  its 
history.  The  Indians  never  signed  the  deed,  and  this  strip  of  farm- 
ing laud  has  never  been  technicall}^  relieved  of  its  Indian  claim.  The 
title  may  not  be  called  clouded,  but  it  rests  upon  Mr.  Pynchon's  oath, 
made  in  1(578,  declaring  that  while  the  Indians  never  signed  the  deed, 
thev  showed  a  ''  readiness  to  come  altogether  &  subscribe.'' 

Springfield  was  now  alwnit  forty  years  old.  Many  of  the  first  set- 
tlers had  passed  away.  The  children  had  grown  u[)  and  assumed 
public  burdens.  Rev.  Mr.  Glover,  a  man  of  great  energy  and  stu- 
dious application,  had  contributed  materially  in  the  direction  of  the 
town's  activities.  There  were  scores  of  Agawam  Indians  who  had 
never  put  on  war-paint  nor  remembered  the  time  wiien  the  whites  had 
not  dwelt  here.  They  had  prattled  in  the  door-yai-ds  of  the  white 
man,  had  followed  the  deer  and  elk,  and  trapped  beaver  with  them, 
had  planted  and  harvested  with  them,  and  had  come  to  look  upon  our 
people  as  just,  humane,  and  friendlike.  The  feeling  of  trust  among 
the  w'hites  was  quite  as  deep-seated.  One  generation  had  grown  up 
and  another  started,  and  no  outbreak  had  disturbed  the  cordial  rela- 
tions of  the  two  races. 

It  IS  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  the  Pokanoket  country 
Ix'came  disturbed,  and  the  ambitious  and  treacherous  King  Philip 
undertook  to  stampede  the  New  England  tribes  into  a  war  of  ex- 
termination, that  the  local  plantation  had  little  fear  that  the  Aga- 
wams  and  the  Woronocos  would  listen  to  him.  This  cordial  feeling 
had  even  led  some  scjuaws  of  Nonoluck  to  divulge  the  secret  that 
Springfield  was  to  be  attacked,  but  the  sam(*  feeling  prevented  the 
whites  from  believing  it.  The  Indians  uj)  the  river  —  so  John  Win- 
tlurop,  Jr.,  tells  us — had  "•  lussured  Major  Pyuchen  of  their  fidelity 
to  the  English." 

The  Indian  situation  ui  Massachusetts  in  1G75  needs  no  extended 
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description  of  this  place.  Enough  to  say,  the  gentle-mannered  Lev- 
erett  was  governor.  The  general  worldly  condition  of  the  colonies 
was  good,  and  in  the  main  the  Indians  had  Ijeen  bettered  by  their 
contact  with  the  whites ;  but  the  Narragansetts,  Pokanokets,  and 
^lohegans  had  resisted  the  Christian  missionaries.  The  Pokanoket 
sachem,  Massasoit,  had  die<l  in  1C60.  The  Ph-mouth  authorities 
gave  the  name  Alexander  Pokanoket  to  one  of  his  sons,  and  Philip  to 
the  other.  Alexander  soon  died,  and  Philip  became  sachem  in  1CG2. 
His  suspicious  actions,  indicating  hostility  to  the  English,  resulted  in 
his  enforced  signature  to  a  document  acknowledging  that  he  was  a 
subject  of  the  English  king.  King  Philip  was  a  natural  leatler  and 
good  fighter,  in  whom  distnist  of  the  English,  however,  was  dee^ier 
than  his  word  given  under  duress.  He  was  rei)eatedly  forced  to  sign 
pacific  treaties  with  the  English,  but  this  never  obliterated  the  English 
fear  of  him.  In  1(174  Sausamon,  a  praying  Indian,  made  definite 
charges  of  treason  against  King  Philip.  In  June  of  the  following 
year  Sausamon  was  munlereil,  and  three  Indians  executed  for  the 
crimt^.  Philip  kept  himself  constantly  anned.  and  the  forests  were 
filled  with  his  runners.  In  June,  107.'),  he  partially  bm*nt  and  plun- 
dertMl  Swanzey.  While  forced  to  evacuate  Mount  Hope,  he  was  able 
to  send  l>ands  to  plunder  the  Plymouth  towns.  The  English  secured 
an  alliance  with  the  Narragansetts  and  Mohegans.  Philip  made  a 
dash  for  the  Nii)muck  countrv.  On  Auirust  .*»,  bv  the  lisrlit  of  the 
moon,  the  Nipmucks  set  fire  to  a  fortified  house  at  Brookfield.  the  only 
settlement  betwtn  ii  the  Connecticut  river  and  Lancaster.  This  mrxle 
of  attack  the  Enirlish  had  tautrht  them  in  the  Pen  not  war.  Arrows 
with  burning  bnnids  as  well  as  fireballs  were  thrown  \\\>o\\  the  roof,  but 
quickly  extinguished.  The  house  was  besieged  for  three  day>,  when 
it  was  relieved  by  a  company  t>f  tr<x>pers  from  the  east,  commanded 
by  the  white-haired  Major  Simon  Willard.  Philip  arrivetl  just  as  the 
Nipnuicks  had  been  driven  back  from  l^rook field,  and  he  refreshed 
their  tired  spirits  by  presenting  the  sagamores  a  peck  of  wampum. 
When  the   Nonotuck    (Northampton)    Indians,  who  were  connected 
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with  the  Nipniucks  by  marriage,  heard  of  the  Quabaug  fight,  they  gave 
•"  eleven  triumphant  shouts  "  for  the  immber  of  the  English  killed. 

The  moment  the  news  of  the  attack  upon  Quabaug  reached  Spring- 
field Major  Pynchon  sent  forward  Lieut.  Thomas  Cooper  with 
twenty-seven  horsemen  and  ten  Indians,  reenforced  by  a  company 
from  Hartford,  under  Capt.  Thomas  Watts ;  but  the  danger  was 
over  before  their  arrival  on  the  7th.  After  scouring  the  surrounding 
country  Cooi)er  returned  to  Springfield  three  days  later.  Willard 
pressed  on  to  Hadley,  which  had  been  selected  as  the  head-quarters  of 
the  English  commander,  and  after  a  stay  of  a  fortnight  returned  east. 

Captains  Richard  Beers,  of  Watertown,  Thomas  Lathrop,  of  Ips- 
wich, and  Samuel  Mosely,  of  Boston,  as  well  as  Major  Treat,  of 
Milford,  Conn.,  with  some  Mohegan  Indians,  were  hurried  towards  the 
Massachusetts  towns  in  the  Connecticut  valley.  Beers  and  Lathrop 
made  a  stop  at  Brookfield,  and  Pynchon  sent  Lieut.  Samuel  Wright 
to  hold  Northfield.  The  whole  country  was  searched  for  Indians  to 
no  purpose.  The  Indians,  in  their  fort  a  little  below  Hatfield,  towards 
Northampton,  caused  great  uneasiness.     They  were  in  a  sullen  mood. 

Watts,  Lathrop,  and  Beers  had  massed  their  men  at  Hatfield  on  the 
23d,  and,  perceivhig  the  temper  of  the  Indians,  had  demanded  a  sur- 
render of  their  arms.  Night  came  on  before  anything  was  done  beyond 
hurried  negotiations.  Deep  in  the  night  an  order  was  sent  to  North- 
ampton for  a  force  to  cut  off  the  Indians  if  they  escaped  in  that  di- 
rection, while  the  Hatfield  men  were  to  watch  the  northern  approaches 
to  the  fort.  The  Indians  meantime  had  been  holding  a  powwow  ;  the 
young  warriors  were  for  war ;  there  was  no  time  for  deliberation. 
An  aged  sachem  opposed  war.  He  was  struck  dead  in  his  tracks,  and 
the  whole  party  made  a  dash  for  the  forests ;  they  hastened  north 
l>efore  da^^break,  and  the  dreadful  valle}'  campaign  opened.  Lathrod 
and  Beers  hotly  pursued  the  fugitives,  and  on  the  2;)th  engaged  them 
in  battle  in  a  swamp  in  the  town  of  Hadley  and  drove  them  back, 
losing  nine  men,  and  killing  about  twenty-five. 

It  was  six  days  later,  according  to  a  tradition  in  Governor  Leverett's 
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family,  that  an  attack  uix>n  Ilailley  took  place  during  meeting-time, 
when  the  outlawed  regicide,  Colonel  Goflfe,  emerged  from  his  hiding- 
place,  gave  the  alann,  and  led  the  men  to  battle  and  victory.  The 
incident  was  used  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  but  is  now  discredited,  owing 
to  the  investigations  of  Geoi^e  Sheldon,  of  Deerfield. 

Northampton,  Ilattield,  Deerfield,  and  Northfield  were  liastily  garri- 
soned. September  had  oi)ened  in  blood,  as  has  been  noted,  with  attacks 
upon  lladley  and  Deerfield.  Captain  Beers  fell  dead,  with  twenty-one 
of  his  men,  near  Northlield,  September  4,  while  attempting  to  relieve 
that  phice.  The  Indians  lost  twenty-five,  but  the  siu^ivoi*s  became 
drunk  from  the  rum  found  in  one  of  the  Englisli  casks.  Major 
Treat,  at  Hadlev,  who  had  sent  Bed's  to  the  north  with  an  in- 
adequate  force,  burdened  with  an  ox-team,  to  carry  away  the  effects 
at  Northfield,  hastened  forward  with  one  hundred  men,  September  5. 
As  they  approaclied  Squakheag  (Northfield)  they  discovered  a 
range  of  twenty  high  poles,  on  which  were  stuck  the  ghastly 
heads  of  the  l^»ers  party.  After  the  Indians  had  dnink  liberally 
of  the  mm  found  in  the  ox-cart  they  phmged  into  a  perfect  death 
revel,  even  to  burning  two  or  three  at  the  stake  and  hanging  a  man 
alive  to  a  tree,  with  a  chain  hook  caught  in  his  jaw.  We  have  it  on 
good  authority  that  this  disaster  provoked  in  the  minds  of  the  strug- 
gling yeomen  of  that  time  not  so  much  the  instant  vows  of  revenge 
common  to  i)oor  human  nature,  as  a  fear  that  the  hand  of  God  bad 
set  up  these  bloody  impalements  as  a  warning  to  the  i>eople  to  turn 
away  from  pride  of  rich  dress  and  long  hair  and  the  frivolities  of  a 
sinful  world. 

Treat  pushed  on  and  brought  away  the  terrified  families  from 
Nortlifiekl,  and  \\\)on  the  return  was  met  by  Captain  Appleton.  There 
was  a  small  force  at  this  time,  at  Deerfield,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Mosel}^  and  Lathrop,  with  ninety  of  the  best  fighters,  was  sent 
up  there  to  thresh  and  bring  away  the  grain.  The  savages,  fully 
aware  of  the  importance  of  this  supply  of  grain,  gathered  their  forces 
in    the   \icinity,  and   ujKjn  the  morning  of  September  18  the  supply 
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train  started  for  Iladley.  Liitbrop  seemed  to  think  that  his  Kssex 
troopers  were  equal  to  an}'  emergency  which  tlie  savages  might  pre- 
cipitate. In  crossing  a  brook  in  Sonth  Deerfield  the  soldiers  were 
attracted  by  some  wild  grapes,  and  at  this  unguarded  moment  GOO 
savages  made  a  murderous  attack.  An  ancient  oil  painting  of  this 
event  represents  the  soldiers  in  the  trees  gathering  the  wild  grapes, 
their  guns  having  been  i)ut  aside.  The  short  story  of  that  day  is  one 
of  the  most  revolting  in  our  valley  history.  Barely  seven  men  es- 
caped. Mosely  hastened  on  from  Deerfield  ;  Treat,  with  LjO  soldiers 
iind  Indians,  arrived  later  in  the  day  and  drove  away  the  savages 
from  this  dreadful  slaughter-place.  The  bodies  of  these  men,  includ- 
ing Lathroi),  were  buried  the  next  day  on  the  bank  of  the  brook 
wh»»re  they  fell,  and  the  nmnnuring  waters  of  ''  Bloody  Brook"  still 
tell  the  grim  story  of  that  day  of  death  which  sent  a  piteous  cry  to 
heaven  from  every  town  in  New  England. 

Northfield  and  Deerfield  had  been  extinguished  and  128  lives 
taken  within  two  months.  Almost  a  panic  prevailed  in  the  valley. 
While  King  Philip  nowhere  showed  himself  in  battle,  his  cunning  hand 
was  felt.  His  runners  kept  him  well  informed  of  the  movements  of 
the  whites,  and  his  own  forces  moved  in  comparative  obscurity. 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  how  much  military  authority  Major  Pynchon 
had  at  this  time,  althoujirh  he  was  nominally  in  command.  The 
United  Colonies  commissioners  seemed  to  think  it  was  their  province 
to  give  minute  du*ections  as  to  the  defence  of  the  valley.  After  the 
Bloody  Brook  fight  the  commissioners  renewed  the  order  that  the 
army  be  kept  together,  even  if  some  towns  were  left  ungarrisoned. 

Pynchon  did  not  approve  of  this,  but  was  unable  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency as  a  genuine  soldier  might  havi;  done.  The  game  of  hide-and- 
seek  in  the  wilderness  was  just  what  King  Philip  wanted,  and  Pynchon 
knew  it.  He  distrusted  the  friendly  Indians,  and  by  that  time  even 
the  bravest  feared  extermination. 

Pynchon  wrote  to  the  governor  September  8th  in  a  thoroughly  dis- 
turbe<l  state  of  mind.   ''  Is  the  Ix>rd  about  to  ruin  us  ?  "  he  asks,  *'  and  to 
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leave  us  to  be  distroyed?  It  is  matter  of  lamentation  ;  some  of  omr 
people  si>eak  of  breaking  up,  and  will  be  gone,  and  disc*ouragemenls 
enough  are  on  all." 

Meantime  Major  Pynchon's  desire  to  be  relieved  of  the  duties  of  a 
commander-in-chief  took  the  fonn  of  a  formal  request  to  the  council 
of  Massachusetts  for  a  pennission  to  withdraw ;  he  wix>te  a  private 
letter  to  Boston  from  Hadley,  September  30,  167/),  in  which  he  said : 

It  is  to  much  y*  I  should  still  troble  you  w<''  ray  Continued  desires  for  a  rebate 
for  >•*  charge  you  have  laid  on  me  w*"^  I  am  necessitated  to  doe  y*  %**  worke 
mav  not  niiscarv  bv  so  much  &  unable  a  manairer.  It  were  for  better  some  more 
thorough  &  meete  Instrument  were  imployed  in  y*  service  &  I  discharge  upon  y* 
very  acct :  But  besides  (not  to  mention  some  scruples  upon  my  spirit)  The  dis- 
tressed state  of  mv  affaires  at  Hom,  \^'  sorrows  &  afflictions  mv  Deare  wife  un- 
dergoes.  &  her  continual  calls  to  me  for  releife  &  succor,  she  being  almost  over- 
whelmed with  greifc  &  Troble,  &  in  many  straites  &  pplexitys,  w^h  would  be 
somewhat  holpen  &  alleviate<l  by  my  presence  there. 

Mr.  Pynchon  had  written  his  more  formal  request  the  day  before, 
and  in  answer  to  this  he  was  relieved  of  his  military  command  Octo- 
ber 4,  and  Captain  Samuel  Apjdeton  chosen  as  his  successor.  Before 
this  change  was  announced  at  Hadley  stirring  events  had  taken  place. 

Our  Agawam  Indians  had  up  to  this  time  remained  quietly  in  their 
wisrwams  on  the  river-side,  and  in  their  fort  that  overlooked  the 
l^eautiful  bend  of  the  river.  This  fort  was  situated  u|)on  what  is 
known  as  the  Storrs  lot.  on  the  old  Long  Hill  road,  below 
Mill  Kiver.  The  owner  of  this  property  sixty  years  ag<» 
(Chester  Osborne)  named  it  Fort  Pleasant,  and  took  much  interest  in 
identifying  the  Indian  landmarks.  A  little  plateau  on  a  prominent 
spur  of  a  hill,  with  abrupt  declination  shaped  like  a  sharply  truncated 
cone,  afforded  natural  advantages  for  a  fort.  There  is  a  deep  ra- 
vine on  the  south  side,  which  was  i)robably  the  fortified  approach  to 
the  fort.  Manv  stone  arrow-heads  and  hatchets  have  been  found 
in  this   ravine,  and  on  the  i)lateau  ix)ttery  and   i)estles  for  bruising 
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corn  have  been  turned  up  by  tlie  plough.  It  has  been  assumed  by 
some  that  only  a  part  of  this  plateau  was  included  in  the  fort.  The 
capacity  of  the  fort,  however,  was  sufficient  to  shelter  at  least  four 
hundred  Indians,  and  as  the  rule  of  the  Algonquins  was  to  build  a  pali- 
sade of  sufficient  size  to  admit  the  putting  up  of  rows  of  little  round 
wigwams  made  by  concentring  poles,  covered  with  skins  or  bark,  it  is 
fair  to  conclude  that  the  whole  brow  of  this  hill  was  surrounded  by  a 
stockade.  Tlie  neck  joining  it  with  the  main  land  was  but  a  few  rods 
wide,  and  a  living  spring  in  the  ravine  furnished  an  abundant  supply 
of  water.  Upon  the  noitli  side  of  the  hill  stands  to  this  day  an 
ancient  chestnut-tree.  Its  gnarled  limbs,  hollow  trunk,  and  rugged 
bark  indicate  an  antiquity  quite  sufficient  to  have  been  flourishing  at 
the  time  of  King  Philip's  war.  '"Artists  have  painted  it,  tourists  have 
climbed  the  hill  to  look  at  it,  and  it  is  withal  a  sacred  though  speech- 
less monument  of  the  local  past. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  section  were  now  thoroughly  roused  to  a 
sense  of  danger.  "  Our  English,"  wrote  Major  Pynchon  from  Iladley, 
as  far  back  as  September  .*^0,  *'  are  weak  and  fearful  in  scouting  and 
spying,  though  we  do  the  best  we  can."  Two  weeks  before  that  the 
M:issachu setts  council,  recognizing  the  danger  of  a  contagious  panic, 
had  writtt^n  Major  Willard,  at  Brookfield,  to  ride  over  to  Springfield, 
and  "'  give  Major  Pynchon  a  visit  and  encourage  him  and  the  people 
in  those  parts."  It  was  only  after  the  whole  valley  was  aroused  that 
any  definite  precautions  were  taken  against  the  Agawams  in  the 
shape  of  hostages,  which  were  exacted  and  sent  to  Hartford  for  safe 
keeping. 

There  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  communities  of  praying 
Indians,  who  refrained  from  going  on  the  war-path.  John  Eliot,  in  a 
letter  dated  December  10,  1675,  says  :  "  Another  great  company  of  our 
new  praying  Indians  of  Nii)nnick  fled  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
first  to  Connecticut,  offered  themselves  to  M""  Pinchon,  one  of  our 
magistrates,  but  he  (though  willing)  could  not  receive  them.  They 
lied  from  thence  to  Unkas  (who  is  not  in  hostility  to  the   English) 
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an«;l  I  hoj>e  they  Ik?  there."     The  Agawams  eould  not  be  ealleil  pray- 
ing Incliaii^,  but  faith  in  theui  w:is  quite  :is  strong  at  first. 

On  Mou(hiv  morning.  OctoWr  4.  lt>75.  Major  Pynchon,  followii^ 
the  direction  of  the  eoninii'^sioners,  nxle  at  the  liead  of  a  compaoT  of 
troo[)ers  to  Iladley,  where  he  iiioposed.  with  others,  to  arrange  for  a 
hot  pur>»uit  of  the  enemy.  l>ut  King  Ph'.lip  was  not  longing  for  a 
pitclieil  I  Kittle.  He  undoubtedly  knew  of  this  move,  and  may  have 
been  waiting  for  it.  a.*^  over  two  weeks  liad  passe<l  in  silence  since  the 
Bhxxly  I  (rook  tight. 

Hut  the  Agawam  Inilian?^  had  been  secretly  prevailed  npon  to  join 
in  the  war  of  extermination.     At  the  dead  of   night  a  large  nnm- 
ber  of  warrior^  >tole  into  the  fort  of  the  Agawaras  on  Long  Hill. 
Historians  doubt  very  nmch    whether  King  Philip  commanded  this 
exi>e<lition  in  person      Mosely  said  at  the  time  that  he  did,  but  upon 
what  evidence  i?^  not  known.     The  fort  may  have  been  filling  np  for 
some  nights,  or  runners  may  have  brought  the  news  before,  for  some 
Agawams  had  lK*en  down  to  Hartford  ami  effected  the  escape  of  the 
hostag»*s  held  there.     V\yo\\  their  way    back  the  word  was  passed 
among  the  Indian>  that  Springfield  was  doomed.     Toto,  an  Indian 
living  with  a  Windsor  family,  Wcame  agitated  on  the  night  of  the 
4th,  and  the  family  succeede<l  in  extracting  fi-om  him  the  terrible 
secret.     It  was  long  after  dark  when  Toto  made  the  (X>nfession,  and 
in  [x>st-haste  a  man  was  .>ent  to  carry  the  news  to  Springfield.     He 
rode  into  town  at  the  ilead  of  night,  and  roused  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  cloublv  terrified,  the  soldiei-s  having  sroue  i)ff  on  the  Hadlev  cam- 
paign.     The  alarm  was  souude<l  at  every  dcM»r  in  the  village.     What 
few  men   there  were  seize<l  their  iruns  and  amuumition,  and  with  all 
haste  escorted  the  women  ami  children  to  the  three  garrisou-hooses 
of  the  place,  which  had  been  recently  repaired  and  fortified.     It  was 
a  night  of  dramatic  c<»nsteruation.     Among  the  men  known  to  have 
l>een  in  Springfield  at  that  time  were  the  disabled  Deacon  Chapin. 
Jonathan  Burt.  Rev.  Mr.  (Mover,  David  Morgan,  Lieutenant  Cooi>er. 
and  Thomas  Miller.    Messengei-s  were  at  once  despatched  to  Pync^hou, 
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at  Hadley,  and  to  Captain  Treat,  then  at  Westfield.  Mr.  GloA^er 
succeeded  in  transfening  his  "'brave"  library  to  Mr.  Pynchon's 
house,  and  Tuesday's  sun  rose  with  a  community  of  empty  houses, — 
all  luit  three,  and  those  uncomfortably  full.  With  the  morning  meal, 
and  iK)ssibly  some  religious  serxices  in  the  three  forts,  courage  re- 
turned, and  Lieutenant  Cooper  went  .so  far  as  to  discredit  Toto  and 
his  frightful  secret.  Mr.  Glover  was  easil}'  convinced,  and  carried  his 
library  back  to  the  minister's  house,  and  very  likely  others  paid 
visits  to  their  homes  in  order  to  complete  their  dressing,  made  in  such 
undignified  haste  during  the  night. 

Lieutenant  Cooi)er  knew  by  name  every  Indian  of  the  Agawams,  he 
having  been  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  familiar  figure  among 
them.  Sometimes  he  would  apprehend  one  of  them,  as  an  officer  of 
the  law ;  sometimes  he  would  aid  them  bv  loans  of  seed  or  utensils. 
He  had,  i>ersonally,  no  fear  of  the  Agawams,  and  he  induced  Thomas 
Miller,  who  was  always  read}'  for  adventure,  to  accompany  him  to 
the  fort  quite  early  in  the  moniing.  In  less  tlian  half  an  hour  from 
the  start  the  horse  of  Cooi>er  returned  on  a  full  run  up  the  village 
street  from  Mill  river.  Upon  his  back  wa-s  his  bleeding  master 
clinging  in  the  saddle.  The  horse  ran  directly  toward  the  Pynchon 
liouse  from  which  he  had  started,  and  when  he  stoppeil  at  the  door 
Cooper  fell  to  the  ground  dead.  Miller  was  killed  at  the  first  volley 
from  the  Indians,  just  as  tlie}'  were  entering  the  wooils  this  side  of 
Mill  river. 

Tin*  dreadful  secret  was  out.  Springfield  had  indeed  been  set 
apart  for  fire  and  slaughter.  The  Indians  were  already  making  the 
air  dismal  with  their  yells.  Some  of  Mr.  Pynchon's  mills  at  the 
South  End  were  soon  in  ashes.  The  wife  of  John  Matthews  who 
lived  at  the  South  End  was  probably  found  at  her  home  and  there 
butchered.  The  torch  was  applied  to  the  deserted  houses  by  the 
excited  savages  that  poured  through  the  street  in  gi'cat  numbers.  At 
the  head  of  the  honle  the  astonished  [)lantei*s  saw  the  old  sachem  i»f 
the  Springfield  Indians,  tht-  friend  of  the  whites.  —  Weijuogan,  whose 


SPRIXCFrKlJ),     16S6-1SH6.  165 


name  figures  in  tlie  unsigned  Indian  deed  referred  to  at  the  opening 
of  the  chapter.  He  was  sometimes  caHed  Wrutherna,  a  name  at- 
tached to  the  original  Indian  deed  of  1830.  If  it  was  the  same 
person  who  knew  William  Pynchon  and  had  been  the  recipient  of  his 
liberality,  if  not  his  bounty,  the  sachem's  treachery  was  all  the  more 
marked,  and  it  may  be  here  said  that  he  was  probably  killed  in  battle 
a  year  later  at  Dedham. 

One  party  fired  the  house  of  correction  on  the  hill,  and  after  the 
flames  were  leaping  from  thirty-three  houses  and  from  twenty-five 
barns,  the  savages  seemed  determined  on  more  blood,  but  the  three 
houses  were  too  well  l)uilt  and  defended  for  the  Indian  mode  of 
attack.  An  importunati'  savage  having  secured  a  pewter  platter 
held  it  before  him  and  marched  toward  one  of  the  houses,  but  it  only 
served  as  a  guide  to  the  bullets  that  pierced  his  heart.  This  platter, 
with  two  bullet-holes,  was  owned  by  Joseph  Ferre,  but  a  domestic 
sold  it  to  a  junk-dealer  about  thirty  years  ago. 

The  Indians  secured  rich  plunder  but  little  blood  u[X)n  this  dread- 
f ul  r)th  of  October.  E(hnund  Pringrydays  was  fatidly  wounded,  and 
about  noon  David  Morgan  received  a  bullet  wound  in  his  neck,  while 
attempting  with  others  to  bring  over  some  of  Major  Treat's  soldiers 
who  had  arrived  in  great  haste  on  the  West  Springfield  bank.  The 
Indians  had  little  trouble  in  keeping  the  reenforcements  at  bay,  but 
three  hours  later  Major  Pynchon  and  Captain  Appleton  with  200 
troopers  rode  into  Springfield  on  a  dead  run  all  the  way  from  Ilad- 
lev ;  but  all  that  was  left  for  them  to  do  was  to  scare  off  the  In- 
dians,  who  had  no  notion  of  joining  battle.  They  were  heavily  laden 
with  plunder.  The  ashes  of  the  town  was  the  evidence  of  their 
wrath,  and  off  they  went  into  the  forest. 

The  Indians  retired  with  their  booty  to  Indian  I^i^ap  (Indian 
Orchard),  built  up  twenty-four  fires  on  that  naturally  fortified  spot, 
overhanging  the  waters,  sle[)t  in  perfect  security,  and  awoke  in 
triumph ;  but  Springfield  slept  in  smoke  and  danger,  and  awoke  in 
fear.     The  town  never  knew  a  darker  dav. 
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All  Iiidiiin  :>qiiaw  was  capturtMl  by  tlie  KiicrHsh,  and  she  said  that 
thi*rt*  were  270  warrioi-s  in  the  attack  uiK>n  Spniigfield.  It  is  prob- 
ably nearer  the  truth  than  the  <iOO  which  some  writers  claim.  Rev. 
Mr.  Kussell,  of  Hadley.  even  considered  270  too  high.  The  captured 
M|iiaw  said  that  Kiiijr  Philip  inU'iided  to  bum  three  towns  in  one  day, 
and  his  divided  arinv  makes  the  smaller  estimates  as  to  the  force  at 

m 

Sprintrfield  seein  more  probable.  This  s<]uaw,  by  the  way,  had  a 
terrible  fate.  acci»rdinjr  to  Moselv.  who  writes :  *'  This  aforesaid 
Indian  wa^  ordered  to  l>e  torn  t<»  i)eeces  by  Ik^^  and  she  was  see 
dealt  withall."  Mosely  was  a  typical  Indian-hater.  We  decline  to 
believe  tliat  this  was  done  by  the  order  of  the  English,  who  received 
too  much  valuable  information  from  captured  Indians  to  kill  tliem  after 
such  service.  If  the  squaw  had  returne<l  to  her  iHH>pIe  and  suffered 
death  for  serving  tlie  Knglish.  that  st^)rv  might  l>e  lielieved. 

Tlie  opinion  was  general,  at  first,  tliat  Springfield  had  received  its 
death-bk>w.  Winter  was  approaching  and  retreat  seemed  inevitable. 
Mr.  Pvnclion  so  wrote  the  Massachusetts  authorities.  Not  a  house 
nor  a  barn  wa>  ^tandinir  lK*tween  Round  Hill  and  ^Ir.  Pvuchon's  house, 
except  that  of  William  Branch.  While  Pynchou's  ganison-house 
was  savtd,  the  Indians  had  levelled  his  barns  and  out>buildings,  thus 
destnning  much  hay  and  grain.  Many  of  Pynchon's  neighbors  owed 
him  m(Miey.  and  this,  with  mills  and  proi)erty  outside  destroyed, 
almost  lM>wed  him  down  with  sorrow.  There  were  a  few  liouses 
standing  altout  the  old  meeting-house,  but  otherwise  there  was  a 
blackeuetl  di>trict  between  that  and  Mr.  Pvuchon's,  the  losses  in- 
eluding  the  minister's  house  and  Mr.  HitchciK'k's.  From  ^Ir.  Mir- 
rick's  place  to  the  garrixui-houses  in  lower  Main  street  was  another 
burned  district.  Mr.  Pynchon  had  <juite  a  piT>i)erty  in  that  part  of 
the  town. — grist  and  corn  mills,  four  tenement-houses.  —  all  de- 
stroyed, with  po>sibly  <me  mill,  and  with  them  much  corn.  "*  Y*  Ld 
shew  mercy  to  us,*'  writes  the  down-hearted  magistrate.  '*  I  see  not 
how  it  is  Possible  for  n>  to  live  here  this  winter  If  so  the  sooner  we 
were  holpen  off  y'  Bett<.M\''     There  were  left  standing  tifteen  houses 
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on  the  street,  and  in  all,  with  those  in  the  outskirts  and  over  the 
river,  about  forty-five  survived  the  attack.  That  is,  forty-five  occu- 
pied houses  had  to  accommodate  forty  families  more,  as  well  as  a  gam- 
sou  of  two  luindred  soldiers.  They  were  in  great  need  of  medicine 
for  the  wounded,  and  provisions  were  scarce.  Several  whose  houses 
were  saved  lost  their  goods  in  other  liouses,  whither  they  had  carrieil 
them  on  the  night  of  the  4th.  The  soldiers,  many  of  them  from  the 
east,  complained  that  there  was  no  bread  to  l)e  had,  but  meat  seeme<l 
to  be  plenty.  Major  Treat  was  called  ui>ou  by  the  Connecticut 
authorities  to  hasten  south  for  the  defence  of  the  towns  l)elow.  The 
'*  Worshipful  Major'' was  alive  to  the  uumilitary  move  in  leaving 
Springfield  undefended,  and  in  his  reix)rt  of  Octolwr  8  to  the  Bay 
authorities  he  takes  occasion  to  refer  to  his  calling  off  the  soldiers  to 
Hadley,  '*  leaving  none  to  secure  y*  Towne  bee  y*  commissioners 
order  was  so  strict."  He  was  not  aware  at  this  time  that  he  had  been 
superseded  in  command,  and  he  says  :  "  To  speake  my  thoughts,  all 
these  Towues  ought  to  be  Garrisoned,  as  I  have  formerly  hinted  & 
had  I  bin  left  to  my  selfe  I  should  1  think  have  done  y*  w*"**  ix)ssibly 
might  have  prvented  this  damage." 

The  loss  of  Lieutenant  Cooper  was  severclv  felt.     For  manv  vears 

m-  V  »>  V 

he  had  been  a  wheel-horse  in  the  town  affairs.  He  was  auditor  of  the 
selectmen's  accounts  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  various  accom- 
plishments showed  how  wide  were  the  demands  \\\yoi\  the  early 
dwellei-s.  He  was  a  practising  attorney  before  the  County  Court ;  he 
was  a  imictical  cari>enter  and  fanner ;  he  was  a  bone-setter  and  a 
surveyor  ;  he  had  been  a  deputy  at  the  General  Court,  and  townsman, 
and  had  been  an  invaluable  agent  in  dealing  with  the  Indians.  His 
descendants  may  well  place  liim  beside  the  good  and  noble  Deacon 
Siunuel  Chapin  as  a  pillar  of  the  town.  His  deeds  fully  warrant  it. 
Thomas  Miller  was  constable  of  the  town  when  shot. 

It  is  one  of  the  admirable  traits  in  the  men  of  these  times  that 
they  did  not  for  a  moment  lose  an  abiding  faith  in  the  religion  they 
had  come  here  to  spread.     They  might  think  of    abandoning  the 
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plantatiou,  but  not  the  gospel ;  and  the  words  of  Pynehou  to  his  son 
Joseph,  written  October  20  of  this  dreadful  year,  were  the  words  of 
Springfield:  "How  sweet  is  our  interest  in  Jesus  Christ  in  these 
distracting  tyraes  I  " 

John  Pynchon  was  of  a  sensitive  nature,  and  he  was  a  great  suf- 
ferer, personally,  under  this  affliction.  When  he  first  began  his  ap- 
I>eals  to  Boston  to  be  relieved  of  his  military  post,  he  had  referred 
among  other  things  to  the  "  lashes  of  the  tongues  of  men"  against 
him,  and  his  shai'p  sense  of  the  foolishness  of  the  Hadley  expedition 
was  not  a  bit  lessened  by  the  plea  that  he  had  done  a  rash  thing  even 
though  under  strict  orders.  A  bolder  man  —  his  father,  for  example 
—  would  have  chosen  rather  to  stand  the  ordeal  of  explaining  to  his 
superiors  how  he  saved  the  town  by  disobeying  orders. 

Captain  Appleton  received  from  Lieutenant  Upham  the  news  of  his 
promotion  to  the  command  of  the  valley  forces,  and  on  the  12th  re- 
turned to  Hadley,  where  he  wrote  Governor  Leverett  that  he  proposed 
to  use  his  own  judgment  about  garrisoning  the  towns.  He  spoke  feel- 
ingly of  Major  Pynchon's  misfoi*tunes,  but  opposed  the  idea  of  aban- 
doning Springfield.  He  continued  :  ""As  to  the  state  of  i)oor  desolate 
Springfeild,  to  whose  relief  we  came  (though  with  a  march  that  had 
put  all  our  men  into  a  most  violent  sweat,  and  was  more  than  they 
could  well  bear)  too  late,  their  condition  is  indeed  most  afflictive  .  .  . 
I  have  in  regard  to  y*"  present  distress  of  y*  poor  people,  adventured 
to  leave  Capt.  Sill  there,  to  be  ordered  by  the  Hon.  Major  until  further 
order  be  received.  What  hazard  I  run,  I  am  not  uisensible,  but  do 
rather  choose  to  adventure  hazard  to  myself  than  to  the  public,  and  so 
throw  myself  on  your  worship's  mercy  in  so  doing  ...  In  the  account 
of  Springfeild  houses  we  only  presented  the  number  of  them  on  the 
Flast  side  of  the  river,  and  that  in  the  town  flatt ;  for  in  all  on  the 
West  side,  and  in  the  outskirts  on  the  Kast  side,  there  are  about  sixty 
houses  standing,  and  much  room  in  and  about  them :  which  coming 
into  the  Indians'  hands  will  yield  great  supix)rt  to  them.  We  had 
been  considering  the  making  of  a  boat  or  boats,  and  find  it  not  de- 


170  SPRIXG  FIELD,    1636-1886. 


sirable ;  first,  because  the  river  is  not  navigable,  and  so  none  made 
here  can  be  had  up.  Secondly,  should  we  make  any  above  the  falls, 
there  must  be  an  armv  to  jjuard  the  workmen  in  the  work :  —  Thii-dlv, 
we  find  excee<lingly  lianl,  by  any  provision,  to  secure  our  men  in  the 
boats  by  reason  that  the  liigh  banks  of  the  river  giving  the  enemy  so 
great  advantage  of  shooting  downward  upon  us." 

Three  days  after  the  al)ove  letter  was  penned  Edward  Rawson  wrote 
^fajor  Pynchon,  by  order  of  the  Massachusetts  Council,  explaining 
that  the  onler  of  the  C'ommissionei-s  concentrating  the  troops  did 
'*  not,  in  the  least,  obstruct  your  quai'tering  of  soldiers  in  such  wise 
as  may  l>e  for  your  greatest  security,  nor  tlid  it  enforce  your  drawing 
them  off  to  so  great  a  disadvantage  as  hath  happened." 

This  attempt  to  escape  the  resix)nsibility  of  the  burning  of  Spring- 
field reads  very  strangely  in  face  of  express  military  oixiers,  and 
^lajor  Pynchon's  frequent  protests  against  such  a  policy.  Still, 
Pynchon  should  >hare  the  blame  of  the  disaster,  as  he  ought  to  have 
taken  the  resi)onsibility  of  using  the  natural  means  of  &elf -de fence 
within  his  reach. 

The  General  Court,  immediati^y  after  the  burning  of  Springfield, 
issued  a  military  maminl  for  the  government  of  the  aiTny  in  the  field. 
This  was  the  first  provision  of  the  code  :  *■*■  Let  no  man  presume  to 
blaspheme  the  holy  &  blessed  Trinity,  (ioil  the  Father,  Go<l  the  Sou, 
ami  (ioil  the  Holy  (iliost,  upon  payne  to  have  his  Tongue  bore<l  w^  a 
hott  iron.*' 

Appleton  was  a  man  of  pronounced  character.  Indeed,  he  had  lost 
his  seat  in  the  General  Court  because  he  ha<l  signed  in  1G()G  the  peti- 
tion from  Ii)swich  recommending  ^ubmission  to  the  King's  onler  to 
send  agents  to  his  Majesty  at  once.  The  mark  of  favor  shown  him 
after  beinjr  so  lon<r  under  a  cloud  did  not  lessen  the  courage  of  his 
convictions.  He  <lei>lored  the  connnissionei*s'  plan  of  defending  the 
valley  by  concentrating  troops,  lie  followed  out  the  declarations  in 
his  letter  to  his  superiors,  au<l  distributiMl  his  little  armv  in  a  wav  to 
proU'ct  all  the  towns. 
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Hartford  sent  up  some  ninmnuitioii  to  SprinjxtleUl  just  in  the  niek  of 
time,  tlie  stock  up  the  river  beiiijx  very  low. 

The  desti'uetion  of  the  mills  forced  Spriu<rfiel<l  to  go  to  Westfiehi 
for  Hour,  which  was  a  very  (huigerous  journey  at  that  time,  and  the 
witluhawal  of  Treat  and  his  C'oiniectient  soldiers  added  to  Appleton*s 
embarrassment.  Appleton  sent  to  Hartford  calling  upon  the  author- 
ities once  more  to  send  him  reenforcements.  It  appears  that  besides 
the  alarm  over  a  reported  advance  of  savages  in  that  colony,  there 
wius  a  disposition  to  look  out  for  number  one,  because  Plymouth  had 
neglected  to  send  its  quota  of  troops. 

Scouts  were  sent  in  all  directions  from  Hadley,  to  secure  some  trace 
of  the  enemy.  The  men  were  affected  with  '*  timorousness,"  as  they 
had  been  when  Major  Pynchon  was  in  connnand,  and  nothing  came  of 
it.  After  two  days  Appleton  became  very  uneiisy.  On  the  14th  of 
October,  Closely  at  Hattield,  and  Seeley  at  Northampton,  were  or- 
dered to  report  at  Hadley  for  action.  Closely,  with  his  company, 
were  soon  on  the  ground,  and  Seeley  came  alone  and  doubted  the  le- 
gality of  the  order.  A  new  one  was  made  out,  to  appear  on  the  loth. 
That  night  he  sent  a  message  from  Northampton  U>  Hadley,  saying 
that  Major  Treat  had  ordered  him  to  remain  at  Northampton  until 
further  orders.  Seeley  was  a  Connecticut  otticer,  and  his  force  Con- 
necticut men.  Here  was  a  conflict  of  authority,  growing  out  of  the 
apparent  refusal  of  Connecticut  to  tight  in  ^lassachusetts  because 
Plymouth  had  failed  to  resi)ond. 

On  the  l(>th  Appleton  started  with  some  Massachusetts  troops 
for  Northfield,  but  a  messenger  overtook  hhn  with  word  that  the  In- 
dians had  appeared  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  He  innnediately 
crossed,  marched  to  Hatfield,  and  pushed  on  north  by  night.  The 
report  of  a  gun  showed  that  the  enemy  was  near.  Appleton  proposed 
to  advancM'  to  Deerfleld.  Mosely  did  not  want  to  get  so  far  from  the 
t4)wns.  A  thunder-storm  tinallv  forced  them  back  to  Hatfield.  It 
seemed  that  Philip  was  at  Deerlield,  and  that  his  scouts  were  lurking 
about   Hadley,  Hatfield,  and  Northampton,  watching  a  chance  for  an 
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attack.  On  the  evening  of  the  ITtli  Appieton,  then  at  Hadley,  was 
beset  with  couriers.  Seeley  sent  from  Northampton  for  aid,  as  the 
enemy  had  been  seen  there ;  Mosely  re|K>rted  the  Indians  within  a 
mile  of  Hatfield  ;  and  wonl  came  from  Connecticut  that  troops  would 
be  sent  up  the  river  at  once.  Detachments  were  sent  to  Hatfiehl 
and  Northampton  that  night.  The  Indians  failed  to  attack,  but  on 
Octobi^r  19th  the  forces  of  the  great  Pokanoket  cliief,  flushed  with 
the  destruction  of  four  towns  and  almost  unlimited  plunder,  closed 
in  upon  Hatfield  with  a  lai*ge  force.  Mosely  and  I'oole  bravely  de- 
feuded  the  town,  and  Appieton,  hearing  the  sound  of  battle  from 
Hadlev,  d:ished  to  the  rescue.  The  Indians  outnumbered  the  whites 
three  to  one,  but  the  place  was  saved.  Only  about  nine  of  the 
English  fell. 

The  fighting  season  was  now  over.  The  winter  closed  in  early,  and 
many  Springfield  families  probably  were  forced  to  live  in  closed  cellars 
and  dug-outs.  Some  of  the  Indians  went  east ;  many,  esi>ecially  the 
aged,  wintered  al)ove  Northfield  ;  and  Philip,  with  a  band  of  about 
five  hundred,  pushed  over  to  the  Hudson  river.  He  was  a  sick  man, 
and  although  he  survived  to  do  much  harm,  his  career  was  drawing 
to  a  close. 

Tlie  second  year  in  King  Philip's  war  is  in  the  main  but  re- 
motely connected  with  Springfield.  The  new  board  of  selectmen  were 
Ensign  Cooley,  Jonathan  Hurt,  John  Keep,  John  Hitchcock,  and  Eli- 
zur  Holyoke.  The  winter  was  passed  in  a  state  of  practical  impris- 
onment for  fear  of  skulking  Indians.  Mr.  Pynchon  visited  Westfield, 
where  the  mills  were,  with  Goodman  Dumbleton  and  two  young  men, 
and  three  men  were  kille<l  bv  Indians.  Mr.  Pvnchon  attended  the  ^lav 
General  Court,  and  was  chairman  of  a  committee  to  consult  with 
Captain  Mosely  jis  to  the  military  situation. 

A  new  valuation  for  Springfield  was  ordered  on  account  of  the  fire, 
and  later  in  the  year  £1.>0  was  taken  from  the  colon}'  tax  on  account 
of  Springfield's  losses.  In  February  the  town  met  to  elect  a  select- 
man, ''God  ha\ing  taken  away  Captain  Holyoke."     Samuel  Marsh- 
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field  was  elected  to  fill  his  place.  The  brave  Samuel  Holyoke  was 
made  ''  Clarke  of  y*"  writts." 

The  Longmeadow  settlers  were  not  able  to  ^isit  the  village  on  Sun- 
day to  attend  sen'ice.  In  March  a  party  attended  by  a  guard  ven- 
tured to  make  the  journey.  They  were  attacked  by  eight  Indians, 
and  Selectman  Keep,  his  wife  and  child,  killed,  and  several  wounded. 
There  was  a  story  told  at  Boston  at  the  time  that  the  guard  took  to 
their  heels  the  moment  the  Indians  fired.  Major  Pynchon  pursued 
the  savages  with  a  company  of  horse,  but  to  no  purpose.  Anthony 
Dorchester  was  chosen  as  Keep's  successor. 

The  snow  suddenly  disappeared  in  the  latter  part  of  January,  and 
a  kind  Pro^idence  gave  the  planters  a  mild  winter  and  early  spring. 
The  discovery  of  the  treachery  of  the  Narragansetts  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  fort,  with  slaughter  far  more  dreadful  than  that  of  the  Pe- 
quot  fort,  sent  hundreds  of  savages  again  into  the  Connecticut  valley, 
who  met  the  desperate  King  Philip.  In  the  latter  part  of  March  Ca- 
nonchet,  together  with  Sancumachu,  a  Nonotuck  sachem,  to  whom 
the  Agawams  had  acknowledged  sovereignty,  were  with  Philip  a  few 
miles  above  Northfield.  Canonchet  lost  his  head  while  attempting  to 
bring  seed-corn  from  the  Narragansett  country ;  but  the  maid  of 
(^uiuuapin,  who  undertook  the  errand,  was  more  successful,  bringing 
away  a  peck  and  a  half  of  seed.  They  then  scattered  into  planting 
and  fishing  parties  to  provide  against  famine.  Hatfield,  Northamp- 
ton, and  Hadley  were  garrisoned.  An  Indian  attack  on  Northampton 
in  the  middle  of  March  was  successfully  resisted.  The  Massachusetts 
council  renewed  its  advice  about  tiie  concentration  of  forces,  sug- 
gested Spnngfield  as  the  best  place  to  fortify,  and  directed  the  aban- 
donment of  Westfield.  Protests  were  sent  to  Boston  from  the  various 
towns ;  Westfield  in  town-meeting  voted  that  the  inhabitants  were 
ready  to  go  down  the  river  if  properly  protected  by  soldiers,  but  re- 
fused to  remove  to  Springfield,  although  they  would  like  to  do  it  for 
the  ^*  worshipful  Major  Pynchon's  sake."  The  assertion  of  some 
writers,    that  Westfield    did   not   want  to   go   to    Connecticut,    but 
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nitide  the  threat  iu  order  to  secure  aid  from  Boston,  is  now  discred- 
ited. 

Ou  ^lay  18,  Captain  Turner,  of  Boston,  attacked  tlie  Indians  wliile 
vet  asleep  at  what  is  now  called  Turner's  Falls,  killing  over  thret* 
hundred.  Another  party  of  Indians  hastened  to  the  rescue  and  forced 
the  whites  to  retire  down  the  river,  our  Captain  Sanuiel  Holyoke  pnn 
tecting  the  rear.  Samuel  iiad  seen  a  little  fighting,  and  was  gaining 
a  name  for  Indian  warfare.  V\yoix  the  retreat  Ilolyoke  was  brought 
into  hand-to-hand  contests  with  the  savages,  five  of  whom  he  i-an 
through  and  killed  with  his  sword  in  the  morning  fight.  Holyoke's 
horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  and,  as  he  fell,  numbers  of  Indians 
closed  upon  hun.  The  first  was  killed  by  Holyoke's  pistol,  and  the 
captain's  men  saved  him  from  death  ;  he  was  but  twenty-eight  years 
old.  Turner  had  been  shot  in  Greenfield  meadow,  and  young  Hol- 
yoke, assuming  command,  succeeded  so  well  in  checking  what  was  al- 
most a  panic,  that  he  arrived  at  Hatfield  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
men.  He  had  taken  charge  of  a  rout,  and  converted  it  into  a  mili- 
tarv  retreat.  But  it  cost  him  his  life.  He  never  recovered  from  the 
exhaustion  of  those  two  days,  and  in  Octol)er  he  sank  into  his  grave, 
and  was  buried  beside  his  father,  Elizur  Holyoke. 

Philij)  made  a  desperate  effort  on  the  30th  of  May  to  overjiower 
Hatfield,  but  he  was  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  He  was  equally 
unsuccessful  June  12,  when  he  attacked  Iladlev.  His  armv  was  now 
forced  to  scatter.  A  party  passing  Westfield  towards  the  Hudson 
were  pursued,  and  lost  sixty  in  killed  and  wounded.  Philip  was  sur- 
rounded August  12  in  a  swamp  near  Mount  Hope.  An  Englishman 
aimed  at  Philip  and  missed,  when  a  friendly  Indian  shot  him,  and  he 
fell  upon  his  face  in  the  nuid  and  water  with  his  gini  under  him.  His 
hands  were  exhibited  at  Boston,  his  head  at  Plvmouth,  and  the  beasts 
of  the  forest  fed  \i\\o\\  his  mangU*d  trunk.  The  famous  Indian  w:is 
dead,  the  Connecticut  valley  was  at  peace,  and  Springfield  was  in 
ashes. 


CHAFFER  X. 

1(>77-170.'). 

'\\'astc  Places  rebuilt.  —  Deacon  Chapin.  —  (^hicopcc, —  Fi<<hin«r  Privilogre*!.  —  The 
Second  Meeting-IIouse. — Trouble  about  >rr.  (Jlover's  IIou.se  and  Lot. — Schools, — 
Taves.  —  Law  Breakers.  —  The  Freemen  of  1678.  —  The  "Accord  Tree." — Kinij 
William's  War.  —  Pynchon's  Attempts  to  protect  the  To>vtis.—  Sir  Edmund  Andms  in 
Sprinjjfield.— Mas-^acreat  BrookfieKl. —  Captain  Colton's  Heroism. —  Pj^nchon's  Letter 
to  Stoughton.  —  Death  of  Mr.  (ilover.  —  Suffield.  — Enfield.  —  The  Boundary  Ques- 
tion. —  Brimfield.  — West  Springfield.  —  Its  Struggle  for  a  Separate  Minister.  —  Pyn- 
chon's Place  in  the  Commonwealth.  —  His  Business  Connections. —  Beaver  Trade  with 
England.  —  Pvnchon's  Death. 

The  first  thought  of  Spriiigfiehl  was  safety,  and  the  second  the 
restoration  of  the  street  to  its  former  condition.  The  men  u{)on 
whom  the  first  steps  of  the  bnrden  of  the  rebuihling  rested  were 
Selectmen  George  Colton,  John  Dnmblet^)n,  Benjamin  Parsons,  John 
Dorchester,  and  Henry  Chapin. 

The  venerable  Deacon  Chapin  had  sunk  into  his  grave  amid  the 
desperate  confusion  of  war.  It  would  have  indeed  required  that 
faith  which  removes  mountains  to  have  died  in  a  serent?  hope  for 
the  future  of  Springfield.  The  larger  faith  in  the  gospel  and  the 
Christian  connnon wealth  we  know  he  did  have. 

Samuel  Chapin  is  sup{)Osed  to  have  been  a  Huguenot,  possibly  one 
of  about  l.")0  families  that  reached  these  shores  shortly  after  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  settlement.  The  Chapin  name  had  an  honorable 
place  in  France  so  far  back  as  the  tenth  century,  when  a  Frenchman 
won  a  coat  of  arms  and  the  sobriquet  ''  Capinatus,'*  from  a  cut  in 
his  head  received  during  a  fight.  The  (;ap  with  a  cut  in  it  and  sword 
lying    across    it    became    the   coat-of-arms  of    the   family,  and  this 
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heralilie  de\ict?  has  come  dowu  iu  the  American  l)ranch.  It  is  supposed 
that  Samuel  Chapiii's  father  fletl  first  to  HoUaiHl.  After  marrying 
Cicely,  a  French  maiden,  Samuel  went  to  Dartmouth,  England,  and 
migrated  with  several  children  to  New  Englaml,  settled  first  at  Rox- 
burv  about  lf>3"*,  and  finally,  1642,  or  a  year  or  two  later,  arrived  at 
Springfield.  As  a  deacon  in  the  ancient  Springfield  church  he  will 
always  stand  in  solemn  relief  in  this  community  :  as  the  progenitor  of 
a  large  and  important  family  his  name  is  perpetuated  in  many  cities 
antl  towns.  The  selectman  Henry  Cha|>in  of  1677  was  the  deacon's 
son.  Henry  and  his  brother  Japhet  had  In^come  interested  in  the 
Chico|>ee  i>art  of  the  town.  Henry  about  this  time  built  a  house  in 
what  is  now  the  lowtT  end  of  Chico|>ee  street,  and  Japhet  at  the  iipi^er 
end.  They  Wcanie  veritable  patriarchs.  Henry  lH*gat  five  children ; 
Japhet  liegat  ten  children.  ( >f  these,  eight  were  lH)ys  :  and  these  eight 
bovs  besrat  eijrhtv-seven  childn*u. 

Geonre  Coltoiu  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  selectmen,  was 
tlie  well-known  Cjuartermaster  Colton.  father  of  Longmeadow,  as 
SOUK*  have  calle<l  him,  and  the  head  of  the  numen>us  family  of  CiA- 
tons  in  this  country.  IWnjamin  Parsons  was  the  Deacon  Parsons  of 
3Ir   Glovi-r's  ministry,  who  also  became  somewhat  of  a  patriarch. 

Other  otticers  chosen  in  ihf  winter  of  1677  will  excite  more  than 
an  iiUe  interest.  John  Pynchou  was  moderator  of  the  town-meeting, 
:i>  usual.     The  otticers  eU^ctinl  in  adilition  to  the  selectmen  wt»re  :  — 

Clerk.  John  Uolyokt* ;  measurer  for  lami  apportioned.  Samuel  Marshfiekl: 
i-onstable.  Kice  Be^lortha :  surveyors  of  hiirhways  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
Natlianif  1  I*ricliar»l  and  Joseph  Ashley,  west  side.  John  Pett>- ;  haywanis  for  the 
<.*ommon  fields.  —  for  house-lots  on  east  side  of  the  rirer.  Goodman  Clark;  for 
I^nginea«low.  Ephraim  Colton :  for  west  side.  Henry  Rogers;  Agawam  mead- 
owy. James  Stevt-rison:  <'hicoi>ef  plain.  Samuel  Beilortha. 

The  street  must  have  presented  a  dismal  api>earance  at  this  time, 
with  its  extemporizeii  shelters.  rcM^fM  cellars,  fortifieil  di>or- ways,  and 
even  barricades  extending  into  the  street.     It  was  proposed  at  first 


SPRINOFIELD,    1636-1886.  Ill 


tx>  run  a  street  parallel  to  the  main  street  through  the  house-lots 
(Water  street)  in  order  to  bring  the  planters  together ;  but  the 
scheme  was  abandoned.  Garrison  soldiers  were  quartered  in  the 
town  at  times  for  some  years,  and  the  skulking  Indians  in  the  forests 
made  every  journey  out  to  the  commons  for  wood  or  over  the  river  or 
to  the  land  above  the  Three-Corner  brook,  a  little  military  campaign. 
Disorderly  appearance  of  the  main  street  may  be  inferred  from  this 
order  of  the  selectmen  as  late  as  the  winter  of  1679  :  — 

That  no  persons  henceforth  without  Uberty  fro  y*  Towne  doe  dig  or  cumber 
y«  highway  or  streete  fro  y*^  upper  wharf e  to  y^  bridge  of  Obadiah  Cooleys  w^ 
firewood,  clay,  timber  onto  it  before  his  building  or  fencing  and  that  such  as 
have  filled  the  streete  or  Lanes  w^^  clay,  wood,  Timber  &  remove  not  the  same 
by  the  middle  of  June  next  shall  be  Lyable  to  forfeit  the  same,  as  also  that  no 
Persons  dig  holes  or  pits  in  the  sVreets  without  leave  upon  the  penalty  of  5s. 

About  a  dozen  men  received  allotments  of  laud  in  1677,  and  in  a 
short  time,  it  will  be  here  remarked,  the  custom  of  taking  money  for 
these  apportionments  sprang  up. 

The  house  of  correction  and  jail,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  one 
burneil  in  167ij,  was  located  on  Main  street  (comer  of  Bliss),  and 
was  built  under  the  direction  of  Major  Pynchon. 

The  town  voted  in  1677  that  "  Goo<bii:  Lamb,  Sergeant  Morgan, 
Joseph  Crowfoot,  John  Clarke  senior,  Charles  Ferry  with  such  others 
as  they  shall  take  in  with  them"  be  given  a  license  to  fish  "  from  y* 
falls  in  Chicuppi  River  where  the  wadeing  place  is,  down  to  y* 
mouth  of  that  River,  piovided  they  enter  not  upon  any  man's  Lands 
or  proprietyes."  The  scale  of  prices  fixed  for  them  was  as  follows  : 
Fresh  salmon  at  the  river,  6cZ.,  in  village,  8c?.  ;  fresh  shad,  half  penny 
at  river,  Id.  in  village  ;  salt  fish,  ''  to  the  Town  twelve  pence  p*^ 
Barrel  for  al  that  shal  be  transported." 

The  year  1677  did  not  pass  without  an  attempt  to  come  to  an 
understanding  with  the  Indians,  but  after  some  negotiations  at  North- 
ampton the  hope  of  cordial  relations  was  abandoned. 


178  SPRINGFIELD,    1036-1886. 


The  meetiug-house  was  old  and  small,  —  not  equal  to  the  demands 
of  the  congregation,  even  with  benches  in  the  aisles.  Before  the 
Indian  troubles  the  contracted  quarters  occasioned  much  moonven- 
ience.  The  selectmen  in  1674  had  proposed  additions  to  the  house; 
but  the  town  wanted  a  new  building.  Finally  various  motions  for  a 
new  house,  including  that  for  a  building  committee,  headed  by  John 
Pynchon,  were  passed  '-w"*  alacrity  w'^^out  contention."  The  site 
at  firat  selected  was  Sergeant  Stebbins's  lot  "*"  on  the  hill,"  he  to  have 
in  exchange  four  acres  uorth  of  Round  Hill.  A  tax  was  not  levied 
until  the  winter  of  167.i,  but  the  division  of  opinion  aboat  location 
delayed  the  work  until  King  Philip's  war.  Even  in  August,  1676, 
the  people,  overwhelmed  with  loss  of  property  and  men,  were  bold 
enough  to  vote  with  a  faith  that  commands  our  admiration :  — 

Ordere<l  That  Ensigne  Cooly  &  Saiu  Marshfeild  be  added  to  y«  committee  for 
y*  meeting  house  afifaire ;  some  of  y"'  being  Dead  :  These  are  a  supply  &,  w**»  y* 
rest  remaining,  to  act  as  formerly.  The  8<*  comittee  or  any  3  of  y"  to  treate  w* 
John  Allyns  And  (in  regard  to  y''  Towne's  Poverty  by  reson  of  y*  warr)  If  be 
will  stay  for  his  pay  Then  to  get  him  to  liaise  y«  Meeting  house  as  soone  as 
mav  be. 

During  the  following  summer  the  second  church  edifice  of  Spring- 
field was  put  up.  The  old  building  was  e\'idently  not  removed  until 
the  new  one,  situated  just  west  of  it,  was  consecrated ;  and  then  it 
was  disposed  of  for  £;'>.  The  meeting-house  yard  was  enclosed  by  a 
five-rail  fence,  except  in  the  rear,  where  a  hedge  was  built.  The 
total  cost  of  the  building  itself,  so  far  as  can  be  figured  out  from  the 
records,  was  £400,  which  was  uot  all  paid  until  1688.  It  had  a 
turret,  but  a  bell  was  uot  put  in  for  nearly  ten  years.  The  deacons 
had  a  seat  by  themselves,  and  there  are  references  to  the  great  pillars, 
banisters,  iK>sts,  friezes,  **  benches  in  the  alleys,  rods  «fcc  for  the 
canope,*'  and  so  on.  They  kept  the  children  away  from  the  windows 
this  time,  but  some  dogs  managed  to  break  3iJ.  worth  of  glass.  Here 
are  some  items  in  the  accounts  of  the  building  committee  :  — 
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Raising  tht*  pulpit  floor  frame 

Two  quarts  of  drinke  for  Jno  Gilbert  when  he  nuule  y'"  glass 

Hands  to  raise  the  Ladder,  1  qut  of  Rum 

Slitworke  usctl  about  the  pulpit 


15s. 

4s. 

2s. 
10s  9d 


The  ineeting-hou.se  was  fortified  against  Indians,  the  paling  or 
stockade  being  made  of  foot-logs  ten  and  a  half  feet  long.  The  same 
fortification  was  put  up  about  Mr.  Glover's  house.  The  town's 
accounts  for  IBTU  included  the  following  items:  — 


The  Towne  is  debtor 
To  the  ministry  or  minister. 
To  the  Comittee  for  y«  new  meeting  house, 
To  the  comittee  for  Mr.  (Jlovers  house. 

To  the  Schoolmtr,  «£  for  y«  Towne;  and  6€  lOs  for  (.'hicupi, 
To  y*^  sweep  of  the  meeting 

To  Sam:  Ely  for  expences  at  his  house  &  1  qu:   rum  for  Per- 
ambulators, 
To  G.  Parsons  for  his  team  for  y^  Flanker, 
To  makuig  y  votes. 
To  Jon:  Sikes  for  a  flanker. 
To  Sam:  Marshfleld,  for  making  y*^  lockes, 


£80 

00 

00 

r)0 

<X) 

00 

00 

(X) 

00 

12 

10 

00 

02 

10 

0() 

1 

i:j 

Ot> 

0 

05 

00 
20 

1 

00 

OG 

0 

06 

00 

The  Towne  is  <'reditor 

bv  a  vote  made  for  Mr  Glover 

Ct  by  a  vote  made  for  y*  new  meeting  house 

To  a  Towne  rate 

Ct  by  y  Side  of  the  old  meeting  house 

Ct  by  y*  boards  of  y*  same  house 

Ct  by  y  Town  Land  at  Chickuppi :  6,  lOs 


80  00  00 

50  00  00 

20  00  00 

5  00  00 

1  00  00 

(H\  10  00 


The  perambidators  were  men  who  were  appointed  to  make  the 
rounds  of  the  town  limits  and  see  that  the  surveyors'  marks  remained 
intact.  We  have  no  local  traditions  like  those  in  England  about 
whipping  l>oys  at  these  corners  in  order  to  aid  their  memories  for  the 
benefit  of  future  generations ;  but  the  ceremony  was  not  without  its 
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attraction,  especially  to  youn*r  men  who  joined  the  excursion  and 
repaired  with  the  officials  to  the  tavern  for  the  comforts  of  the  inner 
man.  In  IGTH  Rowland  Thomas,  Joseph  Bedortha,  and  John  Dor- 
chester were  the  perambulatoi*s  on  the  Suffield  and  Westfield  sides  of 
the  town,  and  it  is  said  that  they  perfonne<l  their  duties  "  yn\h  divers 
men  of  lx)th  those  Townes."  The  *'  flanker"  was  a  fortification  that 
prevented  side  attacks.  They  may  have  flaiike<l  the  main  entrance 
of  the  church.  The  town  gave  (1G78)  Major  Pvnchon  a  special  per- 
mit to  "  sot  up  a  flanker  in  the  street  at  the  east  end  of  his  new  house 
y'  is  now  building  ou  the  north  side  of  his  own  house-lot  the  which 
flanker  he  desires  he  may  have  liberty  to  set  into  \*  streete  five  foot 
broad  ten  foot  in  length/' 

The  item  about  Mr.  Glover's  house  calls  up  another  interesting 
subject.  Mr.  Glover  was  a  man  of  great  tenacity  of  purpose,  and 
was  as  quick  t4>  defend  his  personal  rights  as  his  religious  tenets.  In 
June,  1669,  ^Ir.  Glover  had  produced  the  deepest  consternation  by 
the  announcement  that  he  had  about  concluded  to  leave  Springfield 
ou  account  of  the  smallness  of  his  stipend.  A  town-meeting  was 
called,  and  a  committee,  headed  by  Major  Pynchon,  was  sent  over  to 
the  minister's  house,  while  all  the  inhabitants  waited  in  painful  sus- 
pense. The  most  ^Ir.  (Hover  would  say  was  that  he  would  not 
<leeide  definitelv  what  to  <lo.  The  trouble  blew  over  for  a  time,  but 
broke  out  again  after  the  burning  of  hi&  house  by  the  Indians.  The 
meeting  that  voted  to  ^^a  aheatl  with  ii  new  meeting-house  (January, 
1677)  decided  to  continue  the  building  of  the  new  residence  of  Mr. 
Glover  with  the  undei*standing  that  the  town,  and  not  the  minister, 
should  own  aud  hold  the  property.  The  lot,  it  will  be  remembered, 
had  beeu  deeded  absolutely  to  ^Ir.  Glover  at  his  settlement,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that,  at  Mr.  Moxou's  departure,  it  had  been  voted  not  to 
part  with  the  ministry  lot.  Here  arose  a  serious  dispute,  which 
carried  a  trail  of  disquietude  for  at  least  twenty  years.  The  planta- 
tion regretted  having  given  Mr.  Glover  a  deed  in  fee-simple,  since  his 
desire  to  leave    threatened  them   with  the  burden  of   voting  away 
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another  valuable  lot  of  property  to  a  new  minister.  What  was 
wanted  was  a  permanent  ministry  lot,  and  a  powerful  faction  was 
determined  to  have  one,  even  if  it  increased  the  financial  burdens  of 
the  struggling  plantation. 

George  Colton  (August,  lfi76)  headed  the  committee  charged  with 
the  rebuilding  of  Mr.  Glover's  house.  Mr.  Glover  was  displeased  to 
hear  that  the  new  house  was  for  his  use  only,  and  the  dispute  was  re- 
ferred to  the  selectmen  and  building  committee.  Therefore,  in  order 
to  secure  the  minister's  '*  contentful  continuing  with  us,*'  it  was  di- 
rected (June,  1()77)  that  Mr.  Glover  should  own  absolutely  the  new 
house  ;  but  the  motion  was  opposed  by  Sanuiel  ^larshfield,  Henry 
Chapin,  Luke  Hitchcock,  George  Coltou,  and  many  others.  Before 
the  work  on  the  house  was  completed  it  was  found  that  the  vote  was 
illegal ;  the  dissidents  subsequently  carrietl  the  day,  and  secured  the 
control  of  the  ministry  lot,  attempting  to  placate  Mr.  Glover  by  vot- 
ing him  £100  in  lieu  thereof.  This  was  not  so  blinding  an  offer  as 
might  at  first  appear,  seeing  that  the  inhabitants  were  far  in  arrears 
to  Mr.  Glover  on  his  regular  £80  stipend.  But  the  town-meeting  ac- 
companied the  appropriation  with  a  direction  to  the  deacons  to  col- 
lect the  ministry  rates  and  deliver  them  to  Mr.  Glover  personally. 
Peace  was  not  purchased  even  at  that  price  ;  they  were  subsequently 
(February,  1670)  burdening  themselves  with  material  for  fortifying 
Mr.  Glover's  house  against  the  Indians.  Mr.  Glover  proposed  an 
appeal  to  the  General  Court  to  determine  the  title  to  the  ministry 
house  and  lot,  which  was  agreed  to ;  the  General  Court  (October, 
1G81)  decided  that  the  property  belonged  to  Mr.  Glover,  and  that 
the  latter  should  be  paid  its  full  value;  the  town  offered  (March, 
1G82)  to  give  Mr.  Glover  satisfaction  in  land  elsewhere  ;  but  this  not 
being  to  Mr.  Glover's  liking,  other  land  was  eventually  set  apart  for 
the  ministry  (1G83)  by  the  dubious  vote  of  27  to  2ii ;  and  thus  mat- 
ters stood  at  Mr.  Glover's  death  in  1G92,  which  was  a  signal  for  an- 
other attack  upon  the  Glover  property.  Mr.  Glover's  son  stood  out 
as  best  he  could,  but  finally  gave  way.     He  offered  to  sell  for  £700 ; 
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tliiis  i)ro[X)sition  wai»  deelinecl,  and  the  matter  was  given  out  to  arbi- 
tration, when  the  i)ureha2>e  priee  was  fixed  at  £350.  The  payment  of 
this  sum,  mainly  in  land,  was  another  source  of  trouble :  but  that 
does  not  concern  us.  The  town  had  attained  their  end,  and  estab- 
lished a  peiiuanent  residence  for  the  minister,  whoever  he  might  be ; 
but,  frankly,  the  means  employed  to  ivcover  the  house  of  Mr.  Glover 
was  no  credit  to  the  community.  Victory  8ikes  was  the  contractor 
of  the  house,  and  the  cost  was  about  £100. 

One  would  fancy  that  the  burdens  of  rebuilding  the  town  would 
have  crowded  the  matter  of  education  to  the  background.  It  cer- 
tainlvdid  not  crush  it  out.  In  IfiTT,  '*  admittanci*  &  entertainment" 
was  grante<l  to  William  ^ladison,  sclHx>lmaster,  *•  he  taking  three 
l>ence  of  those  p  weeke  whom  he  teaches  to  i*ead  English,  &  four 
pence  p  weeke  of  those  he  teaches  both  to  read  <&  write,  also  four 
pence  of  those  whom  he  teaches  >Yriting  wholly :  the  Parents  or  Per- 
sons being  to  allow  not  more  :  lint  the  Town  for  this  year  as  an  en- 
coui*agment  to  Him  in  the  work  doe  agree  to  allow  him  %•*"  Rent  of  y* 
Town  land  In  Chickupy."  Daniel  Benton  began  his  teaching  here  the 
year  following,  his  stii)end  l>eing  £20.  They  temporarily  set  apsirt 
the  •'  watch  house  to  n'*  New  meetinir  house  "  for  his  school-room. 
Mr.  Benton  taught  domestics  as  well  as  chiUlren  at  this  time.  In 
June,  1679,  Thomas  Stebbins,  Jr.,  contracted  to  furnish  timber  for  a 
school-house,  22  X  17  feet,  framed,  clapl>oarded.  shingled,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  *'  mantle-tree  "  and  a  **  mug  chimney.'*  A  court-house 
was  built  later.  That  was  the  order,  —  first  the  meeting-house,  then 
the  school-house,  and  finallv  the  court-house.  It  had  l>een  voted  in  Mav 
of  1G79  that  '*  there  should  be  an  house  erecti*d  for  that  noble  clesigne 
&  use  of  learning  the  youth  in  those  so  necessary  pieces  or  parts  of 
Learning  :  Videl :  reading ^<&  writing."  The  site  of  the  school-house 
was  subsequently  oixlered  to  be  *'  somewheiv  in  the  lane  going  to  the 
upper  wharf e  *' (Cypress  street).  The  watch-house  seemed  to  dis- 
ap(>oint  exix»ctation,  and  the  schoolmaster  gathered  his  flock  of  chil- 
dren and  sen'ants  in  (ioodman  Mirrick's  housi*.     (ioodwife  Mirrick 
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was  somewhat  of  a  teacher  herself.  When  the  frame  for  the  school- 
house  was  being  put  uj),  all  the  young  men  to  be  found  assisted  at 
the  work,  after  which  they  repaired  U)  Ely's  tavern.  The  town 
footed  the  bill.  John  Richards  was  schoolmaster  here  in  1683,  and 
two  years  later  the  town  bousjht  the  house  built  by  Edward  Stebbins, 
and  sold  to  Samuel  Ball  for  a  school-house.  Fines  were  imposed  for 
neglect  to  send  children  to  school,  and  all  were  enjoined  to  send  both 
children  and  servants.  The  County  Court  in  session  at  Springfield  in 
September,  1C90,  entered  the  following:  — 

The  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Springfeild  being  presented  to  y^  Last  court  at 
Northampton  for  y*"  want  of  a  School  to  teach  children  in  their  town  &  on  ap- 
pearing in  Court  &  informing  that  since  they  have  gott  an  able  schoolmaster  & 
that  y«  affairs  goe  on  to  advantage  soe  they  were  discharged. 

In  January,  1694,  the  town  empowered  the  selectmen  to  hire  the 
schoolmaster,  a  circumstance  worthy  of  note,  as  it  was  no  unusual 
thing  to  elevate  to  the  position  of  selectmen  men  who  could  not 
write.  Miles  Morgan  was  an  example.  His  "  mark  "  was  a  rudely 
drawn  anchor. 

Were  we  making  a  special  study  of  taxation  and  the  adjustment 
of  public  burdens,  much  interesting  matter  would  be  found  at  this 
peiiod.  The  town's  *'  country  "  tax  was  often  paid  in  corn,  it  being 
forwarded  in  1 680  by  water  at  a  cost  of  about  £3.  It  seems  that  five 
yeai-s  later  money  was  insisted  upon  at  the  Bay  ;  but  Springfield  and 
Suflield  secured  a  special  permit  to  continue  to  pay  in  corn  at  a  re- 
duction of  one-third  of  its  market  value.  Hut  the  court,  in  granting 
this  concession,  took  occasion  to  rebuke  both  towns  for  ''  sundry 
ex])ressions  ''  in  their  petition  which  ''  doe  deserve  sharpe  reproafe." 
Springfield  was  an  applicant  again  in  1684  for  a  corn-paid  tax,  and 
the  following  year  the  town  voted  :  — 

Whereas  the  Town  did  pass  a  Vote  to  pay  Sam"  Blisse  Jun"",  Constable  the 
Country    money  Rate  in  Corne  at  Country  price,  w**^  an  addition  of  lialfe  so 
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much  more.  Sc  accordingly  did  pay  the  money  Rate  lo  :c^  Constable,  that  is  the 
Major  Part  of  the  Town  did  so  pay.  i.  principally  in  Indian.  w«**  at  prsent  is 
extreame  Low  at  the  Market :  It  is  voted  Sc  concluded  that  Each  man  do  again 
receive  his  Corne  paid  upon  r^  Account.  4  that  the  Town  will  sare  harmlesa  said 
Constable  from  the  Coantr^-  treasurer  bv  reason  of  anv  Warrant  fro  him.  4  the 

•  •  • 

Constable  to  appoint  to  redeliver  the  Come  {i'*'  as  aforesd. 

The  county  c-ontinoed  to  have  trouble  in  adjusting  its  tax  rates.  The 
tax -assessors  at  one  time  allowed  the  tax  to  dwindle  down  by  abusing 
their  prerogatives  in  striking  from  the  lists  luen  in  ill-health  or 
extreme  i>overty.  The  court  was,  in  consequence,  forced  to  order 
(1«>91)  that  ''  all  y*  rateable  heads  in  this  County  by  y*  Selectmen  6s. 
Constable  in  y*  severall  towns  bee  laved  uix>n  as  others  except  such 
as  are  verry  |»oor  A:  impotent  that  be  at  the  selectmens  judgment  for 
the  dischai^ing  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  mouey  or  other  pay,"  etc. 

The  smaller  towns  were  frequently  in  distress  about  the  way  the 
taxes  were  imposed.  Westfield  protested  (^1«»02)  against  its  public 
burdens,  but  the  Countv  Court  turned  a  deaf  ear.  Suttield  was  un- 
easy  under  a  land  tax  (161»1).  and  the  court  included  cattle  and  per- 
sonal proi>erty  ;  Surtield  wa>  still  unhappy,  and  wanted  a  repeal  of 
the  order  (1692).  but  the  judges  would  not  yield.  The  c*ourt  at  this 
time  was  ])eq»lcxe<l  al»out  a  highway  through  the  western  meadow 
across  Agawam  river  to  Suftield,  and  after  ap|K>inting  a  committee 
(1691)  from  the  various  towns  to  lay  out  the  road  expressed  a  hope 
that  this  would  be  the  last  heard  of  the  dispute.  At  this  session  also 
a  ferry  was  established  over  the  Connecticut,  **  against  y*  house 
of  J  no  Alline  of  Sutfield."  the  latter  to  be  feiTyman.  and  to  charge 
4d.  [ter  horse  and  2d.  per  man  as  toll.  The  Coimty  Court  by  tliis  time 
had  bei*ome  the  dispenser  of  liquor  licenses,  the  licenses  being  granted 
upon  recommendation  of  the  selectmen  of  the  various  towns.  The 
court  kept  a  sharp  eye  u|X)u  these  taverns,  and  it  is  sad  to  relate  that 
Nathaniel  Ely  was  a  sufferer  thereby.  Havin«:  been  convicted  of 
selling  cider  to  the  Indians,  it  was  recorded  (1681)  :  ''The  Courte 
taking  notic*e  of  his  Ingenuity  in  Confessing   his  fault  &  being  de- 
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sirous  Xx>  encourigt'  others  to  such  ingenuity  doe  not  fine  him  ;  **  but 
they  admonished  him  to  do  better.  Ten  years  later  Springfield  desired 
another  retailer  of  strong  drink,  and  Lu!;e  Hitchcock  secured  the 
privilege,  on  coinlition  tliat  he  refrain  from  selling  to  "  children, 
servants  &  extravagant  Persons,  &  expecting  &  requiring  that  he 
take  effectual  care  that  no  customer  do  git  tii)pling  in  his  house  &  be 
circumspect  to  prevent  al  abuses  of  the  creature/*  Samuel  Bliss  was 
also  in  court  for  selling  without  a  license.  Speaking  of  drunkenness 
at  this  time,  the  judges  remarked,  "  w*^''  sin  abounds.*'  John  Dor- 
chester offered,  in  ir)84,  to  act  as  ferryman  upon  condition  that  he 
be  allowed  to  sell  strong  drink  and  be  freed  from  military  training. 
This  was  not  granted  him.     The  ferry  was  opposite  his  own  lot. 

Cases  of  Sabbath-breaking  continued  to  appear.  One  offender 
was  discovered  emerging  from  the  woods  with  a  deer  on  his  horse  one 
Sabbath  afternoon,  and  he  answered  for  the  offence  before  the  solemn 
justices.  Another  man  was  presented  at  the  court  "  for  Neglecting 
y*  Publique  Worship  of  Ood  &  hee  Petitioning  this  court  pleading 
his  sickness  Weakness  and  want  of  Cloaths  this  Cold  Winter  this 
court  ordered  y^  tlie  worshipful  Coll  Pynchon  to  send  for  him  before 
him  &  admonish  him,'*  etc. 

Here  are  added  two  extracts  from  the  county  records  of  si)ecial 
cases.     The  first  is  dated  September,  1685  :  — 

Mark  Gregory,  one  of  y^  Kobbers  that  were  soe  troublesome  &  injurious  to 
this  Countie  last  summer  appeareing  in  tliisCourte&  it  being  evident  tliat  diverse 
charges  are  to  be  satisf yed  for  by  sd  Gregory  viz  30s  to  M"".  Pelatia  Glover  Jur  for 
the  cureing  of  his  wounded  heade  &  "1^  I2s  to  Fearenot  King  for  sun«lry  things 
stolen  out  of  his  house  &  to  diverse  other  persons  thier  charges,  this  Courte 
being  desirous  to  use  all  encourageing  Clemency  to  s*'  Gregory  have  adjudged 
Bayd  Robber  Mark  Gregory  to  be  soM  for  12£  to  defray  such  charges  or  damages 
u  he  hath  occasioned,  etc. 

The  second  extract  is  from  the  record  of  the  County  Court  held  at 
Springfield  in  September,  1691  :  — 
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III  KfjH  i\,ur\  im\  Ml  K|iriiiirli«*M  MiHuil  Tovflfay  &  Mary  hie  Wife  4  their 
littMirhU'r  lliify  lM»iiig  nJI  p^vtt^titMA  to  this  Coiute  fen*  direrse  nuaadanaaion  1 

till  ti|>|»(-i«i-iii|(  mikI  t'urli  iif  flM'iii  liMvciiijf  iMfeiM*  ezmmioed  before  the  Worrinp'* 
Cull"  I'vihIhmi  a  III*' iliwriiii  cxttmliiiitioiii.  wit  neB»«««  4  tectJmoojs  being  read  ib 
ruuiii'  ilu  roiiiu*  iliM'  jtii||f«>  ihciii  nil  to  In*  jruiltie  mccordding  to  y*  BeppecUte 
it'AilniiMisii  lit  Ilu*  i-riiiu'ii  uiim*iiii(Hl  iitriuimt  them  riz  of  lying  of  gtenBng  4  of 
l^ilhufj  I'lraiiiii'd  III-  •ifiiiii*  fTciiitirc'H  of  AoiiK'  Xeight»on  4  of  threatening  MMne 
III  ituh  iii-ititil)iii.<»  III  i>&|iri*»i>iiiir  htioh  ihiiiirK  an  thiit  their  Neighbors  are  afraide 
III  ^iii>Uii(i»  Mi>rtiii>ii>  III  III*  i|iiti(»  to  y*"  by  yv  n**  presented  partys.  This  Courte 
ilirit:  iiiii-  III  ht<«iii*  «liic*  Wlinpim  Hirninut  mich  Spiteful!,  dangerous  4  to  be  ah- 
Ihiiiiil  |iifiini-i>«  flui>  iijuiltfo  ii»  nfiillimoih.  St  flr^t  liim'e  they  finde  y' y*  Daughter 
iiHMuU  M«in  \*  ttuiluc  (If  IxhiK  «»»*|H»<'mUy  in  that  v\\v  chargotl  her  father  before 
«uMhiMiMi>  it»  klUlit^  X  kioiihiirt  '^  tcrtohiufr  hor  to  Mealc  &  againe  denying  her 
««inli>»l«Mt  lu'liuo  ilUk  riimio.  ilu*  t\»uri«»  do  adjudgt'  her  to  be  well  whipt  on 
V  \.*kiNl  \\i\A\  \\\\\\  %\^\\\  lii^hoT.  \\iA\  laM  on  Jt  otWrwiso  the  Courte  doe  order 
X'  \\\x  >\\\^\\\w\\  oi  Nitfttrl.l  %\xw  ihUo  offiviaal  <*art'  lo  liave  n**  Mary  put  out  to 
►.^M»  \\w\\\  \H\^%\\\  \s\  »i>iM«v  «nh  whomo  ^ho  may  be  well  educated  the  child 
III » Mil  >»n\\uw  \\\t\\  y\w  A'M\\  .Kh^  iH^iirv  «m  n^form  while  she  continues  with  her 
\^\y  u\^  s\\  \^\\\%  \  \  A»  i.>  \'  \\  «xMnAn  vifo  M  s*^  Townslev  the  Courte  doe  finde 
\\%  \  «ii««|ii%  ,\i  .I«>^)h\nI4<  %)hxa«<)u'^  a  lh^(^lll<^nin]e  huminp  to  her  Neighbors  to  the 
t4i^'.H  .l««>.]««u  iM.U  M  \"-  \  ,|,v*'  Hiui^^  tif^r  lo  bo  moll  mhipi  on  y*  Naked  Back 
\\\\\\  ^^  .»  u*l.,*  \u.i  i,>  Mt.liiK^l  V»>v  »»>>«A  tbi>  OouTio  finds  him  Gniltie  of  felo- 
iiion*  jM<<.  His«»^  mWnu  h«H\  )n^  h«mk^>Nm*n  e«wK  Ai»i^  in  particular  killing  some 
»^^^n.  m  on,  *v  nu  m  ^  ,»Hv(  ii,,x  1  ,.»jru  ,),'^•  «.\;in.lf»«  \x\tc\  to  bo  well  whipt  on  y* 
»imV,s>  ]>,».;%  v»  ,ii  ;*  Uv)tox  ,v  i)tHi  J»,  UHN  nil  .')»»Ti?cs  Tx^peciing  >"*  prosecuting 
I.M.i  I,,.  J.I*  It,  \  -ss»ii»  ,';'.ii»ox  ,v  j^M'M It'll li»"iX  \  ho  ^nx  .lunw*-  KiTu*  ?0f  4  Edward 
|n..  j.,o.,»..  'V*n  a  n  ^-.Mif,  :'i. 'i)»,'  vM-k*^  ih*  >•  Vk*)imoI  Toi»tw)ot  4  Marv  hi« 
H» .  .   <,   )v   )x,M  .%,    ,1  X    > :  .,.,   iv»»:»».K  Hiii,vn   r«»'    Tlit'iT  ^oo.l  "U'havioT  during 

,'K,v\  >%  »»^   i(.vi  ,ui,    i,v ».    ',*ivJ    .»:   ^  i?.'b*''*w"?^    *ii)K*h  Si  t^is  time 

»»ivx  V  ,x     -K    ,'U%i.v,    '^     K'iii^  V  V  rt^M       »u^i    Th:^  te-  Tht    iifcsi  xhai  was 
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Nathaniel  Burt,  of  the  board  of  selectmen  of  1678,  resigned  in  July 
because  he  was  not  a  freeman,  and  his  brother,  Jonathan  Burt,  was 
chosen  in  his  place.  The  record  as  to  this  matter  begins  :  "It  was 
pprounded  y*^  being  some  scruple  made  concerning  the  Selectmen's 
Acts,  because  the  Major  part  of  y"^  are  not  freemen  according  to 
order,  whether  y**  Town  would  not  rectify  y*^  same." 

The  General  Court,  in  obedience  to  the  royal  proclamation  of 
April  27,  1078,  ordering  all  subjects  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
directed  the  various  magistrates  to  administer  it  forthwith ;  accord- 
ingly John  Pynchon  performed  that  duty  to  the  following  inhabitants 
of  Springfield  on  December  3,  1078,  and  January  1,  1079  :  — 


Pelatiah  Glover, 
Robert  Ashlev, 
Samuel  Marshfield, 
Benjamin  Parsons,  Jr., 
Lieut.  TlioniHS  Stebbins, 
John  I^nib, 
Japhet  Chupin, 
Thomas  Day, 
John  Stewart, 
Samuel  Bliss, 
John  Scott, 
Jonathan  Ashley, 
James  Dorchester, 
Joseph  Leniant 
Thomas  Colton, 
Nathaniel  Sikcs. 
John  Bagg. 
John  Barber.  Jr., 
William  Brook. 
Samuel  Bliss, 
Etlwanl  Stebbins, 


John  Uolvoke. 
George  Colton, 
Thomas  Mir  rick, 
Jonathan  Burt, 
Miles  Morgan, 
William  Branch, 
Nathaniel  Burt, 
Samuel  Ely, 
James  Warriner. 
Jonathan  Tavlor, 
John  Harman, 
Joseph  Ashley. 
Thomas  Cooper, 
Isaac  Colton, 
Increase  Sikes, 
James  Sikes, 
Obadiah  Miller, 
Charles  Ferrv, 
John  Matthews. 
Thomas  Stebbins, 
Benjamin  Stebbins, 


Daniel  Denton, 
Anthony  Dorcbestor, 
John  Dumbleton, 
Rowland  Thomas, 
Henry  Chapin, 
John  Clark, 
Rice  Bedortha, 
Nathaniel  Pritchard, 
John  Hitchcock, 
John  Bliss, 
John  Petty, 
John  Dorchester, 
Edward  Foster, 
Epbraim  Colton, 
Victory  Sikes, 
John  Riley, 
John  Barber, 
Samuel  Ferry, 
Abel  Wright, 
Joseph  Stebbins. 


In  order  to  avoid  disputes  about  land  titles  a  vote  was  passed  in 
January,  1685,  that    *'  al  former  grants  of  Land  w*''in  this  Township 
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lb  wu*i*  IV  put  tilt  un^'i!  ^7uuu>  ujKiL  tiK-  iiamt  iesul  imatt^  itf-  a  deed. 

A5V;!  uiuuv  dMujp'»$^nueiitK.  ^jimixrfkdcl  unci  XortiiBnqitaii.  Hi  JkgiriL 
K*^;^'.  *»**ttiKi  u^Kiu  h  piii*-trt«*  fitiutL  tif  Sxout  lircHik  ntSKr  "tiie  —  iqi^fter 
jSt^iiiU:  p'ttli*' '  aboui  fcirrv  n.#d^  fj'oni  tin-  rh'«?  i^>  suurk  liit-  «itfa  loid 
*»*f*it  iiu*  t.#^^vH*iL  tij»-  uiwiH-.  Tii^  IT^H' vat-  inHurilmd  "pteL  bd  *-'SP,"*' 
**  Ni."  auci  ui-  •• -^**  unci  vnt  j^mx:  kii(»wu  nt-  xiie  ^'Awicird  TTHt.'*' 
JbJx  tU*-  ^jfjMn  T-*jiKirafr  '^  «r  iearu  thai  lAtt  liiH--  lir  np^eemenu  am  t{»l^ 
••  j^f*iui  uar?  '.»f  tii*^  f-iJl^-  —  tiial  i^  alKnn  uiit  finn  xrresi  Imitt, — ntzst 
U/  J^urtiiaiu^iVji;  **  pTuu-  1i*t»  tbt  liiH-  ntL  ve«i  Tw<-  and  h  Imlf  miWtfi^ 
b'^irUj  iiui^  li  lull* .  tli»^Ju*->-  v**Kt  v>  n  jKiiiil  nin*  milt*  friiiu  "ulit*  rrwr- 
JV"'.»ttitiaiu;.rt*'.»t  v  u*-  ir'v«-'ii  i;*.»*-'ri  v  t^. .  fi^-L  ai  uIk-  *-  l(»w*!r  ^T«aT  fulL  hi  tbt 
^p»'Lu;d»»^io  ^»^»ul^d^.  v  rtii'-»irt  aiiv  lu^  li^^toatkai  frcuL  Sjiriiarf«iiid  meiu"^ 
Hr  w*-'!)  Hfr  u*>*  '.»?  til*-  JLuiTiivav  >•  lii^  liaatLiur-jilatK-  1h*jc^  liit-  fallK. 

Jij  J'*-\»ruarv.  ](>.'.  r.ti*-j>  v■lt^  li  tieDeriu  a]»]»'>»rt;K»iiiD«iil  erf  lxDd<>  cm 

^/I'/vfr'r  %ta*^  i  «-*wa«:^jjj  ^^T^-o  jjb  Tij'r  ]i<  of  ji.}»]i(kTl/K»iiir>eDl5v.  Tht- laDd  "iras 
jLuad*:-  Uj.'  itj  'i\':'^i'.»U''.  li-rj'"'  ;1  wa-  rn'd^Tv-^1  thai  Tt  —  *»iial  l»e  1«t Cjis^naiff 

'•  *je."U^»^JJUH';l  J  I.:  lii«r  Jlu-V   at  iTiirJvr  j.#f.»UIid*-    p  V<Ak  A  tIihj  sJ  Mslr  *iu3- 

*Ji«-ij  ujj<i«-r  b;^<  'Mr  vjjju<i!'j  ai^  Rjitai>»]*r  I\«l«^ :  'v'iz :  li£  ].♦  P<4f*-~  The 
Ji»4  '/?  j*>V.  jj^d'idijji!  lii^  jy>rtivii*   f^*r  tib^r    iij]Di*=tTT  amd  tiie  s»rfxx<l. 

k'jjyjyj  Uiv«^r  *  wi-n-  j^ivt-jj  iji  IC'*-}  W  Dea-coD  Burl.  Males  Morgan^ 
TUo/i/;*^  Mjrn^'k.  aii<i  M-v^-ra]  otlwri>.  Iu  U>7  Henry  Cha}Kii  heided 
tl*'"  li*>t  'yf  tlM/M-  fcjy<-aallY  yx\\'\V'*j,^\  TO  TJ^ii  irj  C'Licopee  river  so  farms 
*•  H^:lif/Uiih'2ohu<'k  fid  or  Bar/*  Thev  cr»uM  make  also  "  Waids  for 
t:iiU:U\u\c  of  Fj>rlj.'*     H'-nrv  <^  liapinV    brother  .Tapbet   was  interested 
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with  John  Hitchcock,  Nathaniel  Foot,  and  others,  in  a  saw-mill 
which  the  town  authorized  tlieni  to  build  at  Schonungonuck  falls, 
'^proWded  they  came  not  on  y'"  Town  side  of  a  straight  Line  drawn 
from  the  Head  of  Hog  pen  dingil  to  dirty  Gutter.'' 

There  were  scores  of  minor  doings  touching  town  affairs,  the  nar- 
ration of  which  would  prevent  a  reference  to  more  important  matters. 
Every  mhabit:int  was  required  (1680)  to  keep  at  least  three  sheep. 
No  one  could  employ  an  Indian  on  his  farm  (1686)  without  a  special 
permit.  The  premium  was  finally  (1688)  taken  off  of  wolves  and 
put  upon  bears,  which  had  been  making  sad  work  with  the  swine. 
The  selectmen  were  authorized  to  choose  hay  wards  in  1684,  as  well 
as  a  ferryman  ;  and  in  the  following  year  they  w^ere  prohibited  from 
making  any  public  contract  above  £20,  without  consulting  the  town. 
A  fine  was  imposed  upon  persons  who  prepared  tar  not  "•  marchant- 
able." 

The  accession  of  William  and  Mary  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain, 
in  1681),  precipitated  a  war  with  France.  The  French,  aided  by 
many  Indians,  made  excursions  into  New  England,  and  King  William's 
war,  which  in  reality  began  before  the  death  of  King  James,  was  at- 
tended by  many  harrying  scenes.  In  the  latter  part  of  July,  1688, 
five  friendly  Indians  were  killed  at  Spectacle  pond,  about  ten  miles 
east  of  Springfield.  Deeds  of  blood  were  also  reported  up  the  river, 
and  toward  the  east.  John  Pynchon  was  kept  pretty  busy  sending 
aid  to  exposed  points,  as  the  following  entries  made  by  him  show  :  — 

Aug.  17,  1G88.  Being  y''  same  ilay  y'  ti(liiig8  came  to  me  which  wjis  y^  North- 
field  was  invaded,  I  sent  Post  to  Qiiabaug,  viz.  Tho.  Powell  —  which  is  2  days  & 
Horse. 

Aug.  17.  I  sent  away  Lieut.  Tho.  Colton  with  16  soldiers  from  Springfield  to 
Northfield,  to  surprise  &  take  y^'  Indiana  &  pursue  y'"  etc,  who  were  upon  y«  ser- 
vice 6  days  — which  is  96  days  96  horses. 

The  Lieut,  is  besides  himself  &  Horse  6     "       6       '* 

Aug.  19.  I  sent  6  men  Quabuug,  y-'  people  there  being  about  to  remove,  or- 
dering and  requiring  their  continuance,  only  I  sent  to  fetch  off  such  women  as 
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desired  to  come  mwmy.  The  men  sent  were  Tho.  Powell,  Eben  Graves,  John 
Stiles,  James  Petty,  Joseph  Petty  &  Tho.  Gilbert,  who  were  in  y*  senrice  2  dajs 
apiece  and  horses 

which  is  12  days  12  horses. 

I  sent  2  lbs.  Powder  &  6  lbs.  Bullets  to  Quabaug. 

Aug.  3.  Hezekia  Dickinson  Post  from  Brookfield  with  Capt.  Xicholion's  sec- 
ond letter:  one  day  coming  &  one  day  back.  &  y*  extremity  of  y*  wet  made 
it  a  day  more,  so  he  is  to  be  allowed  for  his  horse  &  himself 

which  is        3  davs  3  Horses. 

Sept.  4.  To  entertaining  a  Post,  and  to  qoartering  of  two  soldiers  sent  from 
Qoabaug  for  provisions,  them  selves  and  horses. 

Sept.  5.  I  sent  to  Quabaug  5  bushels  of  Indian  com  etc.  Sent  two  firelock 
guns  to  Quabaug  etc. 

Sept.  11.  Joseph  Marks  was  ordered  to  Northfield  for  1  week,  &  with  4  fire- 
lock guns. 

Pynchon,  ten  days  later,  sent  a  company,  under  command  of  Henry 
Gilbert,  to  the  ivlief  of  Brookfield,  with  provisions  and  arms. 

Karlv  in  October  Sir  Edmund  Andros  started  from  New  York  for 
Boston,  where  he  was  destineil  to  have  a  taste  of  what  an  American 
crowd  with  a  notion  of  colonial  rights  could  do  when  put  to  it.  John 
P\nchon  had  held  for  nearly  three  years  the  position  of  counsellor  by 
Anilros's  ap{x>iutinent,  and  Sir  Edmund  arrived  at  Springfield  about 
the  12th  of  the  month.  There  was  a  conference  between  the  two 
men,  but  nothing  is  known  of  the  business  transacted  between  them. 
Sir  Edmund  visited  Northampton  before  proceeding  to  Boston  and 
his  fate. 

We  will  sjjeak  presently  of  John  Pyuchon's  negotiations  with  the 
Indians,  but  will  here  mention  that  his  past  experience  as  a  negotiator 
caused  his  selection  to  head  a  commission  to  Nisit  Albanv  and  ar- 
range  a  treaty  with  the  Macquas.  The  party,  ten  in  nimiber,  left  for 
the  spot  in  August,  1689,  and  were  gone  one  month.  A  treaty  was 
dulv  made. 

Another  invasion  of  the  Canadian  French  and  Indians,  in  New  Eng- 
land, in  the  summer  of  1693,  thi-ew  western  Massachusetts   into  a 
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state  of  excitement  again.  Six  persons  were  massacred  by  the  In- 
dians, at  Brookfield,  July  27.  John  Lawrence  started  for  Si)ringfield 
with  the  news,  arriving  there  late  that  very  night.  John  Pynchon 
remained  up  all  night,  and  by  morning  Iiad  a  force  of  twenty-eight 
troopei's,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Col  ton,  on  tlie  road  to  Brook- 
field.  Soldiers  from  up  the  river  followed  later  in  the  day.  Colton 
started  north  in  hot  pursuit  from  Brookfield,  through  thick  forests 
and  marshes,  and  in  his  eagerness  finally  selected  a  score  of  good 
fighters,  leaving  the  rest  to  bring  on  the  exchanged  horses,  and  over- 
took the  savages  at  breakfast.  He  made  the  attack ;  killed  half  a 
dozen  or  more,  and  captured  nine  guns,  twenty  hatchets,  and  about 
twenty  horns  of  powder,  as  well  as  recovering  a  captive  man  and 
woman.  Although  Mr.  Pynchon  in  his  official  report  said  of  this 
exploit,  "  'Tis  Goil,  not  our  20  men,  that  hath  done  it,"  it  will  not 
be  amiss  to  say  that  Captain  Thomas  Colton,  with  almost  an  Indian's 
instinct  in  following  trails,  and  indomitable  pluck,  was  a  worthy  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  Providence  in  sa^^ng  the  town  from  greater 
disaster.  The  plunder  was  divided  among  Colton*s  men,  the  State 
adding  £1  for  each  soldier,  and  £10  to  the  valiant  Captain,  in  recog- 
nition of  sers'ices  rendered..  It  is  said  that  an  Indian  in  ambush 
once  took  aim  at  Colton,  but  finally  concluded  not  to  shoot,  fearing 
that  he  might  not  hit  the  Captain,  and  thus  be  despatched  himself  in 
short  order. 

Just  before  this  fight  two  Indians  in  the  prison-house  at  Spring- 
field, situated  on  the  main  street,  nuule  good  their  escai)e,  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  every  one.  Pynchon  sent  out  twenty  men  in  fruitless 
pursuit.  These  Indians  were  from  Deerfield,  where  they  had  com- 
mitted murder.  They  had,  in  some  way,  secured  a  file,  and  the 
clever  manner  in  which  they  cut  their  handcuffs  and  gained  their 
liberty  was  the  talk  of  the   village  for  some  time. 

Pynchon  kept  a  garrison  at  Deerfield  and  Brookfield  for  some 
time.  In  December,  1694,  he  wrote  Isaac  Addington,  a  member  of 
the  Council  at  Boston,  about  ''  continuing  or  quitting  y*'  garrisons  at 
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Dearefeild  and  Brookefeild,"  saying,  *•"  I  am  loath  upon  my  owne 
head  to  dischai^e  y",  least  —  If  anything  fal  but  not  well  I  should 
deservedly  be  Blamed." 

In  March,  1695,  Pvnehon  learned  that  the  Governor  had  deter- 
mined  to  withdraw  the  soldiers  from  Deerfield.  This  caused  great 
uneasiness  ;  and.  in  a  letter  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Stoughton  (now  m 
the  possession  of  Charles  P.  Greenough,  of  Boston),  Pynchon  explams 
the  danger,  and  adds :  '-  I  have  therefore  onlered  Capt  Partrig  & 
Capt  Clap  out  of  Those  2  Towns  \'iz  Northampton,  5.  &  Hatfeild,  3. 
to  make  a  Present  supply  &  assistance  to  Dearefeild  upon  L'  Holis- 
tcr's  drawing  of  his  men,  If  they  wil  not  stay  Longer  w*^**  I  have 
motioned  &  desire,  but  almost  despaire  of  it.  .  .  .  Dearefeild 
being  a  large  Fortification  cannot  wel  be  secured  under  32  men,  w^ 
are  more  then  can  wel  be  afforded  out  of  this  Regimt  &  to  many  m  my 
opinion,  so  y*  I  humbly  offer  it  againe  to  y'  Honors  consideration  & 
resolve  of  sending  some  men  from  y*  more  Plentiful  pts,  &  y*  supply- 
ing &  securing  of  Brookf eild  who  also  have  been  minding  me  of  their 
need  of  some  help  now  spedyly."  He  soon  writes  again  m  his  anxiety 
for  Brookfield  :  — 

To  Lieut  Gov  X  Stoughton 

Springfeild  March  22<«  1(>9J 
Hox"»^»'  S* 

I  have  already  trebled  y"^  Honor  to  much  w**  my  scrawls,  having  (besides 
former  line«)  writ  two  letters  of  this  import  w**'  in  a  Fortnight,  soy*  I  am  ashame 
to  Inculcate  y'  same  thing.  But  y*  Importunity  of  mv  neighbors  at  Brookfeild 
who  are  now  at  my  house.  Three  of  them  overcome  me  &  enforces  me  (at  this 
time)  to  lay  these  lines  before  you.  in  their  behalf  only,  whom  (if  they  may  not 
draw  oflf)  are  irgent  for  speedy  succours  by  men  Placed  there  for  theu*  security, 
reckening  themselves  in  apparent  hassard  of  y<^  enemy  &  fearing  their  app'ch 
every  day,  now  y*  weather  is  open,  &  truly  I  am  sensible  y*  y*  enemy  may 
have  spite  at  y*  place.  &  that  they  may  need  men  there  out  of  hand  :  w<^  though 
they  Importune  my  sending  now  along  w"»  y™,  yet  I  decline  it  for  present,  have- 
ing  applleJ  to  y  Honor  for  y'  direction  &  orders,  w«*»  waiting  for.  I  acco*  it  not 
Prudence  to  anticipate  or  act  upon  my  owne  head  w**>out  v*  same,  since  as  I 
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have  reque8te<l,  so  I  am  in  expectation  of  y^  more  judicious  determination  there- 
,abouts.  concerning  w^i"  I  crave  leave  to  sjiy  upon  most  serious  thoughts  (&  dis- 
course w'''  y^*  Quahoug  men)  that  such  a  number  as  may  maintaine  y*"  Place  & 
secure  y">,  is  needful.  &  whether  less  then  men  with  a  good  discreate  commander 
may  he  sufficient  for  y*'  Purpose  If  an  enymy  assault  y"'  deserves  due  con- 
sideration wi(di  is  w*''  y^  Honor  to  conclud  &  direct  in,  &  what  ever  that  way 
comes  to  me,  fro  y""  honor,  I  shal  Indeavor  my  best  attendance  unto,  adding  only 
y'  for  y""  Omitting  of  y*"  at  Quahoug  I  have  told  y'"  y^  I  hope  they  wil  have  men 
sent  y"  &  a  Garrison  started  there  by  y^  begining  of  April  fro  those  pts  By  y"" 
Honors  Countenance  &  authority,  w^'^  is  ixs  much  —  If  not  to  much  as  at  present 
is  needful,     from 

Y""  Honors  humble  Servt 

John  Pynchon 

In  a  fortnight  Pynchon  writes  that  the  Brookfield  men  desire  that 
*'  my  son  may  be  the  commander,  &  set  over  y^  Garrison  there," 
which  request  is  a  "•  surprise  "  which  "  startles  "  him. 

Peace  was  not  declared  between  England  and  France  until  1697, 
and  it  was  sometime  later  when  hostilities  ceased  in  the  New  World. 
Armed  men  were  stationed  in  each  town  to  defend  them  in  case  of 
attack.  ''We  know  Indians  are  lurking  about,"  writes  Pynchon  in 
September,  IGD/i,  *'  for  besides  some  seen  at  Northampton,  as  also  at 
Hadley,  there  have  been  some  about  Springfeild  :  twice  one  hath  been 
seen.  But,  upon  any  appearance,  we  range  all  the  woods  about: 
besides  that,  our  daily  scouting  out  4  men  aday  on  horses  by  Towns," 
etc.  And  this  state  of  things  continued  even  after  the  mother 
countries  had  returned  to  the  paths  of  peace. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Pelatiah  Glover,  in  March,  1692,  left  the  Spring- 
field pulpit  vacant  for  two  years.  Every  efiFort  was  made  to  secure 
Rev.  John  Haynes,  but  without  success,  except  for  a  few  months ; 
and  in  November,  1693,  Captain  Thomas  Colton  and  Sergeant  Luke 
Hitchcock  were  ordered  to  go  to  the  Bay  to  see  Rev.  Increase  Mather, 
president  of  the  "  coUedg,"  and  the  ''  reverend  elders  "  at  Boston,  as 
to  a  minister.  In  January,  1694,  it  was  voted  to  offer  Rev.  Daniel 
Brewer  £70  a  year  and  use  of  the  ministry  property,  and  in  May  Mr. 
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Brewer  began  his  luinistrT.  He  was  barely  twenty-five,  and  was 
from  Roxburv. 

The  strife  between  the  town  and  the  son  of  Pelatiah  Glover  did 
not  end  in  any  loss  of  res|)eet  on  either  i>art,  as  the  son  ap|)ears  as  a 
selectman  in  1694,  the  others  being  John  Dorchester,  Joseph  Stebbins, 
Nathaniel  Bliss,  and  T)a\id  Morgan.  The  town  clerk  was  John  Hol- 
voke,  and  the  constables  were  James  Warriner  and  Henry  Burt. 

The  ><4ectmen  had  been  emjiowered  to  nominate  moderators  at  the 
town-meeting,  and  among  the  new  offices  that  liad  crept  into  the  town 
system  were  a  S4*aler  of  leather,  a  clerk  of  the  market,  and  a  iKicker, 
ganger,  and  culler. 

The  plantation  of  Springfield  had  been  for  a  long  time  foster- 
ing settlementii,  which  were  gradually  gi*owing  m  importance. 
The  southern  belt  of  the  old  limits  of  Springfield  was  destineil  to 
be  cut  up  into  towns.  Suffield,  now  a  part  of  Connecticut,  was  first 
known  as  Stony  Brook  (16G0),  then  Southfield  (1670),  then  Suffield 
(1074).  It  was  in  1670  that  Captain  Pynchon,  Elizur  Holyoke,  Lieu- 
tenant Coo|>er,  Quartermaster  Colton,  Ensign  Cooley,  and  Rowland 
Thomas  were  chosen  a  committee*  to  lay  out  the  site  of  Suffield  for  set- 
tlement. This  committee  furnished  the  usual  rules  for  plantations,  with 
which  the  reader  is  familiar.  The  Indian  wars  interrupted  the  plan  of 
settlement,  but  the  work  of  taking  up  land  was  renewed  after  the 
declaration  of  i>eace,  and  in  Octolier,  1681,  the  Springfield  conmiittee 
was  authorize*!  bv  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  to  convene  the 
qualititnl  voters,  and  to  oi^anize  a  town :  the  last  meeting  of  the 
provisional  committee  was  on  January  2,  1682.  Major  John  Pynchon 
conveved  the  Indian  title  to  the  inliabitants  for  £40,  in  1684,  which 
was  £10  more  than  he  had  sriven  the  Indians.  Several  members  of 
Springfield  provisional  committee  receive<l  lands  in  Suffield  in  pay- 
ment for  their  senices  in  organizing  the  plantation. 

The  great  island  in  the  Connecticut  at  Enfield  Falls  was  given  to 
Rev.  Ephraim  Unit,  of  Windsor,  who  at  his  death  returned  it,  and  in 
1681   Massachusetts  gave   it  to  John  Pvnchon.     In  1713,  when  it 
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was  arranged  that  Massachusetts  should  retain  jurisdiction  over 
Suftield,  Enfiehl,  etc.,  the  southern  lx)undary  of  Sullield  was  con- 
sidered the  colony  line,  and  Massachusetts  deeded  10r),793  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Pelhani,  Belchertown,  and  Ware  in  reparation.  Con- 
necticut sold  this  tract  in  1716  for  £683,  and  gave  £oOO  of  it  to  Yale 
College. 

Before  describing  the  cause  of  the  little  break  in  the  boundary  be- 
tween Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  it  will  be  more  convenient  to 
speak  of  the  settlement  at  Enfield,  directly  south  of  Springfield.  In 
1674  a  committee,  consisting  of  John  Pynchon,  Samuel  Marahfield, 
Thomas  Stebbins,  Jonathan  Burt,  and  Benjamin  Parsons,  were  ap- 
])ointed  to  apportion  lands  about  Freshwater  Brook.  The  Indian 
title  was  extinguished  in  1680,  by  the  payment  of  £'2i)  to  Totaps, 
alias  Xottatuck,  the  sachem.  The  land  ran  from  ""^  Asnuntuck,  alias 
Freshwater  nver,  on  the  north,  down  southward  along  by  Connecti- 
cut River  side,  about  thret?  or  four  miles,  U)  the  brook  below  the  bed 
of  stones,  which  brook  is  called  by  the  Indians  Poggotossur,  and  by 
the  English  Saltonstalls  BiX)ok,  and  so  from  the  mouth  of  said  Sal- 
tonstalls  alias  Poggotossur,  to  run  from  the  great  river  Connecticut 
directly  east,  eight  full  and  complete  miles  to  the  mountains.'*  The 
])art  of  Enfield  noith  of  Freshwater  river  had  been  previously  bought 
of  tlu»  Indians,  none  of  whom  lived  inside  the  purchase.  The  land 
granted  by  SpringfieUl  near  Freshwater  river  had  not  been  <x>cupied 
up  to  this  time.  In  answer  to  a  petition  submitted  to  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Court  in  1683,  this  ''end"  of  Springfield  was  erected 
into  a  town  under  the  name  of  Enfield  ;  and  the  above  committee, 
headed  by  John  Pynchon,  was  authorized  to  manage  the  town  affairs, 
until  further  notice.  This  committt'e  delegated  selectmen's  powera  to 
John  Pease,  Isaac  Meacham,  Jr.,  and  Isaac  Morgan  in  1684,  by 
which  device  home  rule  was  practically  vouchsafed  to  the  new  planta- 
tion. Andi-os  refused  to  ratify  this  arrangement,  and  Enfield  there- 
uiK>n  assumed  chai*ge  of  its  own  affairs.  A  town-meeting  was  held 
in  168«,  but  after  the  downfall  of  Andros  the  original  Springfield 
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provisional  committee  resumed  its  functions  over  Enfield.  In  1692 
this  connnittee,  or  rather  John  Pynchon  and  Jonathan  Burt,  its  only 
sumving  niemlH*rs,  surrendered  the  books  and  records  to  Enfield, 
with  their  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  new  town. 

In  October,  1084,  John  Pynchon  had  granted  to  Isaac  Meacham 
the  privilege  of  building  a  fulling-mill  at  the  mouth  of  Freshwater 
brook,  a  part  of  the  consideration  l)eing  the  ''  yearly  wel  fulling  & 
thickening  of  five  and  twentie  yards  of  Cloth." 

The  survey  of  the  l)oundary  line  between  the  two  colonies,  made  in 
1G42,  and  known  as  the  Woodward  and  Saffery  line,  placed  Enfield  in 
Massachusetts.  In  1G48  Massachusetts  ordered  that  all  the  land  east 
of  the  river  at  a  point  twenty  poles  l)elow  the  warehouse  belonged  to 
Sin-ingfield.  It  was  many  years  before  the  dispute  as  to  jurisdiction 
was  settled.  In  ITl.S  it  was  :igreed  that  each  colony  should  retain 
jurisdiction  over  the  towns  they  had  settled,  and  that  the  boundary 
sliouhl  run  due  west  from  the  Connecticut  river,  from  the  Wood- 
ward and  Saffery  line,  and  that  reparation  should  be  ma<le  by  con- 
veying by  deed  unimproved  lands,  in  cases  where  one  colony  gained 
from  the  other.  It  was  found  that  ^lassachusetts  had  appropriated 
over  100,000  acres  of  Connecticut  lands  l>y  this  sur>*ey.  The  sui-N-ey 
was  wrong,  but  Massachusetts  paid  uixui  that  basis  for  many  years. 
Tile  towns  of  Woodstock,  Somers,  Suttield,  and  Enfield  continued  to 
protest  against  being  under  the  Massachusetts  jurisdiction,  and  even 
appealed  to  the  king ;  they  finally  gained  their  point. 

H.  S.  Sheldon,  of  Suttield,  speaking  of  the  break  in  the  boundar}', 
as  appeal's  now  upon  the  map,  says  :  — 

Simsbiiry  and  Westfiehl  retained  their  ancient  Imundaries,  being  first  incor- 
porated, leaving  west  of  the  mountain  a  strip  of  land  about  one  mile  in  width  be- 
tween tlie  two.  for  Suftield.  C)ur  proprietors  mourned  the  loss  of  that  part  of 
their  grant  secured  by  Slmsbury,  as  it  wjis  supposed  to  be  rich  in  mines  of 
copper  and  iron.  They  were  consoled  by  the  Mai^sachusetts  Court,  in  171^2. 
granting  them  a  township  six  miles  square  (now  Blandford)  as  an  equivalent. 
Thev  sold  it  to  Christoplier  J.  Lawton,  of  Sulfield,  receiving  but  httle  therefor. 
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Our  boumia,  with  Simsbiiry  (now  East  Gnuiby  and  (iranby),  settled  in  1713,  and 
perambulated  in  1734,  were  reestablished  in  1H83.  That  part  of  Westfield  pro- 
jecting into  Connecticut  between  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  the  ponds  was  an- 
nexed to  Suffield  and  Connecticut  in  1803.  The  remainder  (now  Southwick), 
containing  tlie  ponds,  is  in  Massacliusetts,  causing  the  curious  notch  in  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  States. 

Brimtield  was  settled  mainly  by  Springfield  people.  Colonel  Pyn- 
chon  lieadcd  a  provisional  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court 
in  1 701  to  lay  out  the  town  of  Brimfield,  and  this  committee,  accom- 
panied by  a  party  of  twenty  Springfield  men,  soon  after  visited  the 
place  for  the  puri)ose  of  settling  upon  a  house  j)lot :  but  nothing  defi- 
nite was  decided  upon.  After  Pynchon's  death  his  son  John  took  his 
place  upon  the  provisional  committee.  The  town  was  not  incorpo- 
rated until  1731. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  part  taken  by  Springfield  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  town  at  Brookfield.  The  Indian  wars  broke  up  the  settle- 
ment for  a  time.  In  1086  we  find  John  Pyuchon  once  more  at  the 
head  of  a  provisional  committee  to  manage  the  town  affairs  at  Brook- 
field,  and  the}"  apportioned  land  the  following  spring. 

West  Springfield  had  in  1(195  thirty-five  families,  numbering  two 
hundred  and  ten  souls.  The  tirst  petition  from  the  west  side  for  a 
minister  was  signed  by  John  Dumbleton,  John  Barber,  and  Josiah 
Marshfield  ;  but  nothing  came  of  it.  I'pon  the  renewal  of  the  peti- 
tion in  1696  a  distinct  disavowal  of  a  detennination  to  become  a  sep- 
arate town  was  made.  It  was  signed  by  John  Barber,  Benjamin 
Leonard,  Joseph  Leonard,  Jonathan  Ball,  Josei)h  Bedortha,  Nathaniel 
Dumbleton,  Ebenezer  Jones,  Josiah  Marshfield,  Isaac  Frost,  and 
Thomas  Cooper.  The  latter,  a  large  tax-payer,  left  Sinnngfield  that 
year,  and  this  was  urged  tis  a  reason,  among  others,  why  a  minister 
should  be  settled,  as  it  promised  to  break  up  the  west  side  settlement. 
The  answer  of  the  Centre  was  that  the  pine  plain  to  the  north  was 
'*  mean  land,'*  that  while  the  house-lots  were  on  the  east  side,  the 
rich  lands  were  on  the  west  side.     To  the  argument  that  crossing  the 
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river  to  Sabbath  worship  was  au  uudue  resort  to  labor,  the  petition 
continues :  — 

Wee  say  most  of  them  (west-siders)  theire  house  lots  do  butt  upon  the  greate 
River  almost  in  opposition  with  our  Town  plott.  As  for  theire  Trarell :  sure 
necessary  Travell  is  Lawful  on  the  Sabbath.  As  for  serrile  labor :  We  count 
it  as  Lawful  to  Row  in  a  Boate.  or  paddle  a  Canoe,  or  bridle  and  saddle  an 
horse.  Works  of  necessity,  are  works  of  the  Sabbath.  Where  as  thev  sav  it 
occasions  unevitablc  discourse  which  they  Judge  inconsistent  with  the  holynes  of 
the  day  :  We  say  if  they  find  them  selves  guilty  they  must  mend  as  ffast  as  they 
can  and  not  bringe  theire  ffaillings  for  an  Argument  in  matters  of  this  nature. 
They  say  theire  Children  Canot  enjoy  gods  ordy nances,  but  are  under  great 
temptation  to  rudenes  &c  the  heads  of  fFamilies  being  absent  &c.  We  say 
heads  of  ffamilies  must  see  better  to  familie  goverment. 

In  still  another  communication  from  the  east  side  that  year  (169*^) 
it  was  maintained  that  **  The  whole  pi-ecinct  of  this  town  is  as  truly 
ours  as  the  land  of  Canaan  that  was  divided  to  the  tribes  of  Israel 
was  theirs."  The  ])etition  of  the  west  side  was  allowed  in  December 
1696.  The  May  court,  1698,  was  again  troubled  with  this  matter. 
Persons  renting  lands  on  the  west  side  and  living  on  the  east  side 
refused  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the  west-side  minister.  Again, 
when  Mr.  Brewer  was  settleil,  the  town  agreed  to  give  him  £100  in 
addition  to  his  annual  stiijend.  This  the  west-siders  would  not  pay, 
after  they  had  l>een  given  pennission  to  maintain  a  separate  minister. 
These  matters  went  up  to  the  General  Court,  and  the  west  side  was 
directed  to  pay  its  share  of  the  £100,  while  all  tenants  on  tlie  west  side 
were  directed  to  pay  their  ratings  for  the  west-side  minister  and 
church. 

The  figure  of  John  Pynchon  stands  out  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  centurv  like  a  fair  monument  in  a  rude  land.  While  the 
hardest  worked  man  in  western  Massachusetts,  not  a  word  reflecting 
\x\yox\  his  honor  has  come  down  to  us.  He  had  a  placid  disposition,  a 
dignified  bearing,  and  yet  was  as  tender-hearted  as  a  woman.  He 
was  a  town  organizer,  a  maker  and  administrator  and   interpreter 
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of  laws,  and  a  student  of  trade  and  eonmierce.  When  John  Pynehon 
visited  Boston  lie  took  liis  place  among  the  assistants  in  the  General 
Court :  when  he  entered  the  County  Court  room,  either  at  Springfield 
or  Northampton,  his  seat  was  at  the  head  of  the  bench  of  judges ; 
the  town  magistrate's  chair  was  his  chair ;  and  at  the  town-meeting 
be  was  always  moderator,  and  npon  training  day  he  was  captain  of 
the  company.  He  was  Springfield's  most  distinguished  citizen,  and 
bis  services  were  in  demand  in  intercolonial  affairs  as  well.  "When  it 
became  evident  (1080)  by  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  Mohawks  uix)n 
the  peaceable  Indians  of  Massachusetts  that  something  decided 
must  be  done,  it  was  John  Pynehon  to  whom  the  Massachusetts 
authorities  turned.  Pynehon  went  to  Albany  to  meet  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  and  to  deal  with  the  Macquas  Indians.  He  frankly  rebuked 
them  for  breaking  treaty  agreements,  and  then  made  thera  presents 
of  blankets,  shirts,  rum,  and  tobacco,  which  "  sweetened  the  hard 
speech "  of  the  major.  "  Brother  Pynehon,"  the  savages  said, 
'*  wee  are  glad  that  wee  see  you  heere  againe,  like  as  wee  did  see  yow 
four  yeers  past."  A  cordial  understanding  was  secured,  by  which  the 
treaty  of  1677,  at  Albany,  was  reaffirmed.  The  General  Court,  in 
gratitude  for  the  success  of  the  commission,  gave  Mr.  Pynehon 
twelve  |K)und8,  besides  his  expenses.  The  feeling  of  friendship,  under 
Pynchon's  personal  influence,  must  have  been  deep,  causing  a«  it  did 
these  Romans  of  all  the  native  tribe  to  say  through  an  interpreter 
four  years  later  (1684)  :  "  Wee  doe  plant  here  a  great  tree  of  peace, 
whose  branches  do  spread  abroad  as  farr  as  the  Massachusetts  colony, 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  all  that  are  in  friendship  with  us :  and  lie  in 
peace,  unitie  &  tranquilitie  under  the  shade  of  said  tree." 

In  1870  an  ancient  oak  fell  in  Longmeadow,  under  which,  tradition 
says,  John  Pynehon  used  to  hold  conferences  with  the  local  Indians. 

Mr.  Pynehon  headed  the  committee  for  running  the  boundary  line 
between  ^fassachusett^  and  Connecticut  (1680),  for  which  ser\'ice  he 
was  granted  the  ''  smale  island  in  Connecticut  Ryver,  at  &  toward 
the  foote  of  the  ffalls  below  Springfield"  (King's  Island),  was  chair- 
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man  of  the  committee  apjxjiuted  by  the  Genei'al  Court  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  things  in  Maine  (1681 ),  was  made  one  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts council  of  King  James  II.  (1685),  was  authorized  to  re- 
settle Northfield,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  usually  heade<l  provisional 
committees  in  the  organization  of  neighboring  plantations. 

But  it  is  with  reference  to  commerce  and  business  that  we  are  to 
see  best  the  lines  Pynchon's  mind  worked  in.  While  making  money 
for  himself,  he  labore<l  in  a  way  to  build  up  the  town.  He  was  the 
village  merchant,  the  beaver  trader,  the  land  speculator,  the  farmer, 
the  stock  raiser,  the  mining  prosi)ector,  the  banker,  and  the  importer 
and  exix)rter  of  merchandise.  A  vote  passed  in  April,  1693,  by  the 
town-meeting,  excites  the  curiosity  sutticiently  t<>  justify  investigation. 
Encouragement  was  formally  extended  to  a  certain  ^' man  that  wee 
hear  wouhl  set  up  Iron  workes  in  our  Town."  It  seems  that 
John  Pynchcm  never  abandoneil  the  notion  that  the  hills  guarding  this 
river  of  ours  were  rich  in  minerals.  This  belief  cjune  from  his  father, 
who  spent  much  money  in  prospecting.  Jolm  Pynchon  thought  he 
had  found  lead  near  Westtield,  and  secured  lands  there.  He  was  also 
so  confident  he  had  found  vahiable  ore  •'  nei*e  to  Millers  River,  al>ove 
Dearefeild,"  that  he  and  some  asso<*iates  in  1685  secured  a  grant  of 
one  thousand  acres  near  by,  \\\Hm  tlie  superimposed  condition,  how- 
ever, that  they  would  form  a  settlement  there  with  reasonable  speed. 
As  late  as  16'J7  Mr.  Pynchon  was  full  in  the  faith  that  Springfield 
was  to  develop  the  iron  wealth  of  the  valley.  In  the  winter  of  that 
year  he  made  sundry  proposals  in  town-meeting  in  reference  to  the 
"  setting  up  &  carrying  on  an  Iron  mill  for  the  proiluceing  of  iron." 
The  town  gave  Pynchon  and  Joseph  Parsons  of  Northampton  liberty 
to  take  and  work  "*  whatever  Iron  (Jre  may  bee  found  anywhei*e 
w*''in  our  Township."  These  two  men  made  arrangements  forthwith 
to  build  an  iron  mill  on  Mill  river. 

The  commercial  aggressiveness  which  John  Pynchon  develoi)ed  and 
one  mav  sav  svstematized  here  is  of  <rreat  moment,  as  it  traces  to  its 
root-source  a  character  and  a  reputation  for  which  this  communitv  is 
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justly  proud.  Let  us  go  outside  of  our  calendar  for  a  moment  in  or- 
der to  pick  the  thread  of  business  running  through  John  Pynchon's 
hand  for  half  a  century.  Pynchon  had  a  warehouse  in  this  town  as 
early  as  1()60,  where  liis  goods  were  delivered  on  arrival  from  Hart- 
ford. We  believe  that  this  trading-house  was  near  Mill  river,  \\\)ou. 
the  banks  of  the  Connecticut.  He  had  also  a  regular  country  store  here. 
Almost  every  person,  from  minister  to  the  hired  hands,  kept  running  ac- 
counts at  the  Pvnehon  store,  and  farmers  and  merchants  from  North- 
ampton  to  New  Haven  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  off  men  by  drawing 
orders  upon  Pynchon  for  merchandise.  The  phraseology  of  these 
orders  was  by  no  means  monotonous.  Sometimes  it  was,  "•  I  desire 
you  to  help  y*"  bearer  to  proNisions  ;  "  or,  ''  This  is  to  order  you  to  pay 
to ;  "  or,  "  Be  pleased  to  pay  unto  my  debtor,"  and  so  on. 

Hrother  (41over  opened  an  account  at  the  Pynchon  store,  and  not 
only  traded  out  Mr.  Pynchon's  ministry  rates,  but  anticipated  the 
money  due  from  others  by  the  congregation,  which,  it  is  sad  to  re- 
late, were  often  allowed  to  go  unpaid  until  the  town  stepped  in  and 
made  the  minister  good.  Mr.  Glover  buys  at  one  time  ten  bushels 
of  "  barley  mault  "  for  £2  5s.,  at  another  i)h  yards  of  lace  at  7«.,  a 
llrkin  of  soap,  some  ''manchester  beys,"  *' dinity,"  ^Mocrane,"  and 
so  on.  Deacon  Chapin's  taste  went  to  red  shag  cloth.  Kersey  cotton, 
and  calico,  and  he  paid  for  his  merchandise  in  ox-hides,  meal,  corn, 
hay,  candles,  peas,  carting  stones,  etc.  Kice  Bedortha  buys  among 
other  things  an  Indian  coat,  a  sickle,  some  cards,  and  so  on,  for 
which  he  -'dauljed"  Mr.  Pynchon's  chimney,  and  [)erformed  other 
jobs.  Thomas  Cooper's  bill  ran  up  at  one  time  to  £681  0.s'.  ()rf.  In 
1659  Mr.  Cooper  received  at  Mr.  I'ynchon's  hands  a  bale  of  goods 
directly  from  England,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  £17.  He  failed 
to  meet  the  bill,  and  it  seems  some  misunderstanding  had  arisen. 
Deacon  Chapin  and  Mr.  Holyoke  arbitrated  the  matter,  and  the  bill, 
somewhat  reduced,  was  paid  in  1661.  Cooper  was  continually  de- 
livering to  Pynchon  l)eaver,  moose,  and  deer  skins.  He  also  aided  in 
the    handling   of  these  skins,  did  some  miscellaneous    carpentering. 


202  SPR/XGFIELD,    1636-18S6. 


hautled  in  wild  honey,  and  drove  hogs  to  the  falls  below.  While  their 
accounts  mounted  into  the  hundreds  of  i)ounds,  they  once  went  to  law 
over  a  little  matter  of  Ms,  i)f/.,  and  the  constable  collected  it  of 
Cooper  and  deliveivd  it  to  Pynchon.  Mr.  Holyoke  was  a  more  care- 
ful man,  an<l  kept  his  bills  down  to  manageable  proportions.  Jona- 
than Burt  met  his  account  in  part  by  drawing  timber  and  stone,  and 
by  cari>entcring.  Thomas  Mirrick  was  often  emploj'ed  by  Pyn- 
chon to  cart  goods  from  Hartfoi*d,  and  there  ai-e  references  to  '*  sev- 
eral voyadges  to  Hartford"  which  were  credited  to  Mirrick.  Much 
the  same  thing  may  be  said  of  Henry  Burt.  Miles  Moi*gan  bought 
from  time  to  time  shag  cotton,  calico,  venison,  razors,  lace,  raisins, 
sugar,  '"  1  qt  of  Sack,'*  guniK)wder,  while  the  balance  was  struck  by 
the  sergeant  by  carting,  slaughtering  cattle,  and  selling  produce. 
Miles  killed  as  many  as  twenty  hogs  for  Pynchon  at  one  time.  Sam- 
uel Marshtield  delivered  manv  beaver  and  moose  skins  at  the  Pynchon 
store  during  the  year.  Anthony  Dorchester  carried  lumber,  boatetl 
some,  transiMHting  hay  and  stuff  across  the  river.  Ciriffith  Jones 
could  tan  hides,  Samuel  Ferry  (or  wife)  could  weave,  and  make 
ditches  and  fences,  Francis  Pepper  could  tend  sheep  and  thresh 
wheat :  and  so  it  went. 

Mr.  Pynchon  was  a  wholesale  meix^hant  as  well.  He  sent  hun- 
dreds of  pounds  t)f  merchandise  to  Joseph  Parsons,  of  "  Nalwatogg,'* 
and  received  back  beaver  skins,  wampum,  wheat,  etc.  Pynchon  had 
accounts  also  with  Daviil  Wilton,  of  Windsor,  who  would  order  £20 
worth  at  a  time,  and  pay  in  agricultural  proiluce,  liquors,  beaver,  etc. 
Jonathan  Ciillx-rt  and  Philip  Davis,  of  Hartfoixl,  and  Edward  Elmer, 
of  Northampton,  were  his  customei*s.  Pynclum  l)OUght  flour,  wine, 
raisins,  In^aver,  butter,  etc.,  of  James  Rogers,  of  New  Loudon,  and 
sei'ins  to  have  made  up  a  cargo  of  wheat  to  offset  it.  Pynchon  was 
a  large  purciiaser  of  laiuls  on  the  Mystic  river,  the  Norwich  side.  He 
and  Rogers  at  one  time  ownetl  2,200  acres  of  land  in  that  region. 
We  find  also  that  Zaehariah  Fiekl,  of  Northampton,  William  Clarke, 
of  Hartford,  and  many  others  stocked  up  from  the  Pynchon  cargoes. 
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The  trade  in  pelts,  lK>th  from  domestic  and  forest  animals,  formed 
the  profitable  basis  for  Mr.  Pynchon's  business.  We  will  content 
ourself  with  one  extract  from  the  formidable  beaver  account :  — 

Beaver  packed  for  En^rland  &  sent  to  M'^  Henry  Ashburst  &  M'  Nicolas 
(rrigson. 

July  24th      f     I  packed  a  hlid.  of   Bever  qt   as  in  my  old  booke :   this  Bever 
ir»57.       \  was  most  of  it  p**  according?  to  my  order  into  my  father  as  p  acct 
returned  1058. 

Packed  1  hlid  of  Bever  marked  T.  M.  No.  1  conteineth  as  followeth 
203  Bever  skins  (I  thinke  y*"  Number  is  so)  weijjht  is  273  lb.  (about 
3f)  lb.  of  this  is  Bad  Bever  :  14  otter  skins  :  32  Musquashes  &  Minks  : 
4r>  fox  skins  v<-  racoone  skins  &  a  psell  of  Bever  Cods  weighing  11 
lb.  Tliis  hhd  father  had  y'^  mony  &  it  is  charge<l  to  y*  acct  betwixt 
him  &  mee. 


Aug.  10th. 
1059. 


Mr.  Pynchon  was  continually  letting  out  cattle  to  his  neighbors  for 
a  share  of  the  returns  and  increase.  He  rented,  sold,  and  bought 
lands.  He  took  land  and  goods  for  debt,  but  was  known  to  go  as 
long  as  seventeen  years  before  bringing  suit  on  overdue  accounts. 
And  the  suits  were  not  always  favorable  to  him  either.  In  1690 
Pynchon  sued  Abell  Wright  for  trespass,  and  moving  and  carrying 
away  his  grass  ;  jury  found  for  defendant.  He  sells  Deacon  Chapin 
a  house  for  £13  in  wheat.  He  lets  out  to  John  I^mb  ''  that  black 
cow  of  mine  at  his  house  for  two  yeares  for  w*^**  he  is  to  allow  me 
sixe  shillings  each  yeare."  He  hires  out  his  colored  ''  maid  Elizabeth 
Waite  "  to  Samuel  Ely,  for  two  years,  and  his  oxen  "Collier"  and 
"  Russler"  to  Anthouy  Dorchester  for  one  year.  He  owned  cider- 
mills,  saw-mills,  grist-mills,  wharves  and  warehouses,  canoes  and 
boats,  and  was  also  a  ship-owner.  He  had  tenement-houses  on  l)oth 
sides  of  the  river,  and  was  always  ready  to  sell,  buy,  or  rent.  Now 
he  pays  Deacon  Chapin  for  "  worke  &  Bacon  to  y*"  lead  mines ; "  then 
it  is  £8  "  to  John  Bagg  (by  Mr.  Winthro[)  his  order)  for  2  months 
work  at  y*  Mine  : ''  and  John  Matthews,  who  could  turn  his  hand  to 
coopering,  gathered  in  £3  14.«<.  for  twenty-six  barrels  "•  for  y*  Lead.** 
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With  all  these  business  and  [>ul»lie  activities  Major  Pynehon  did  not 
neglect  his  growing  family.  «]oseph  and  John,  his  sons,  were  in 
Harvard  College  at  the  same  time,  as  ap|>ears  by  a  Har\*ard  College 
monitor's  bill,  probably  for  the  year  1664.  Joseph  graduated  in  1664, 
but  his  brother  John  remained  but  two  veare.  The  monitor's  bill  is 
not  veiT  flatterinjr  to  the  Pvuchon  1k>vs,  so  far  a^  attendance  is  con- 
eerned.  Out  of  fifteen  days  Joseph  was  absent  from  three  morning 
and  three  evening  pi*ayers.  John  was  tanly  four  times  and  absent 
twice ;  but  Injth  young  men  were  present  on  the  Sabbath.  Joseph 
settled  at  Boston,  and  in  1678  his  father  deeded  him  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut,  in  Springfield,  Hat- 
field, and  Deertield,  as  well  as  all  of  his  i*eal  estate  in  Wraisbury, 
England.  The  revocation  of  the  colony  charter,  in  1684,  was  a  seri- 
ous matter  for  Harvard  College,  but  we  find  that  Major  Pynehon 
atteucled  the  meeting  of  July,  16^6,  when  Joseph  Dudley  and  the 
council  appointetl  Increase  Mather  rector.  The  major  was  in  those 
<lays  accompanied  to  the  Genei*al  Court  by  Joseph,  who  was  elected 
town  deputy  from  lime  to  time.  As  the  major  grew  old  and  infirm, 
some  sjx'cial  provision  was  made  as  to  his  safety  in  journeying  to 
Boston,  as  api)ears  from  this  vote,  passed  in  the  spring  of  16i^3: 
'"•The  worshipful  Major  Pynehon  Esqr  being  chosen  the  Towns 
Kepresentative  for  the  general  Courte,  for  this  year,  It  was  voted  to 
leave  it  with  the  Selectmen  to  se  that  he  have  a  man  to  accompany 
him  to  Ik>ston  according  as  there  shal  be  necessity." 

Pynehon  continued  each  year  to  take  the  oath  of  oflSce  as  judge. 
Here  is  a  siK'cimen  of  the  reconl :  '"  Court  at  Springfield  Sept.  29, 
1691  Coll"  Juo.  Pynehon  Esijr  being  by  y  Gen"  Courte  May  20  '91 
invested  with   majestraticall   ix)wer  toke  y**  Oath  in  Courte." 

But  the  fulness  of  time  bad  come,  and  the  worshipful  Major  John 
Pynehon  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  He  died  at  da3*break,  after  a 
lingering  illness,  January  7,  170.S.  at  the  age,  it  would  seem,  of  eighty- 
two  years.  There  was  an  imposing  funeral.  A  company  of  troopers 
were  employed  by  the  Pynehon  family  to  do   escort   duty.     Several 
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huudred  dollars  were  spent  upon  this  occasion,  and  sundry  fun*'ral 
meats  and  drinks,  in  tliose  days  allowable  at  the  expense  of  tbe 
estate,  were  not  neglected  by  the  mourners.  Hence  the  items  in  the 
accounts  subsequently  tiled  :  — 

p^  To  Thos  Mirick  for  ilrink  at  his  funeral  £2 

p'*  To  John  Miller  ferryman  for  ferridg  for  troopers 

p'*  Thos  Ingersole  for  expense  at  his  funeral 

To  10  Lb  of  best  Sugar  of  J.  P  at  y*^  funeral  14il  i)er 

To  it  Lb  of  meaner  Do  of  L  lid  jwr 

To  1  Bushel  of  wheat  Meal  at  y**  funeral, 

To  ')  (rallons  of  Hum  5s  0  at  his  funeral  &  3  pints  &  half  in  his  sickness 

The   inventory   of   his    estate    shows   also  how    his   dignity  was 
clothed :  — 

Light  ColourM  Dublet  with  gold  twist  &  sad  coloured  Britches, 

Fine  Cloth  Waste  Coat  &  Britches, 

Blue  Broad  Cloath  Britches  &  Coat  &  draws 

Trooping  Scarff  with  Gold  lace 

Gloves  with  Silver  lace  etc 

lu  vds.  of  Silver  and  Gold  lace 

2  Bunches  or  knots  of  Silver  Hibbin 

2  Wast  Coals,  one  Uu'd  with  Silk, 

Moehair  Cloak 

Lace  neck  cloath  etc 

Negro  man  Servant 

"      maid       '• 
6  Pewter  Dishes  with  Coat  of  Arms 
I  Doz  Plates  coat  Arms 

A  Light  (Coloured  CajM;  Coat  with  frogs  on  it  etc 
Plate  etc 

6  Gold  Kings  etc.  a  Rubie  ring 
Four  Kings  accounted  as  brass 
A  Silver  hilted  Kaper  etc 

John  Pynchon  left  quite  a  library  which  might  be  called  both  stately 
and    standard.     There    was   nothing   lighter   than   a  dictionary  nor 
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heavier  than  "  HoiljjjkisH  on  Sin."  The  negro  servant  in  the  above 
liiit  of  vahiables  was  the  slave  Tom  who  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  —  our 
local  uncle  Tom,  in  fact,  but  his  lines  fell  in  pleasanter  places.  One 
with  a  fanc}'  for  contnints  may  turn  from  the  rich  apparel  of  Master 
Pynchon  to  the  simple  record  of  Black  Tom's  outfit :  ••'  A  |)areel  of 
old  cloathing  of  Black  Tom  m^roe,  lOs."  The  digging  of  Toms 
grave  cost  3(/.,  and  wliile  then*  wen»  no  troopers  to  attend  the  last 
rites,  the  servants  and  slaves  ujwn  the  Pynchon  estate  were  given 
one  (juart  of  mm  to  drink  to  his  memory. 

^^  ith  the  death  of  John  Pynchon  closes  the  consolidating  or  for- 
mative perioil  of  Springfifld's  history.  The  seeds  were  well  sown, 
and  time  has  done  the  rest.  Then»  were  conflicts  and  waves  of  de- 
pH'ssion  and  prosperity  l>oth  in  churcli  and  town ;  but  the  IVnchous 
!i:id  dftennined  the  character  of  the  settlement,  and  it  developed 
.>t«*adily  and  healthily  uiH)n  those  genei-al  lines. 


CHAl^ER   XI. 

1703-1735. 

Queen  Anno*s  War. — The  West  Side  Mcctiug-Uousc. —  Longmcadow. — Rev.  Ste- 
phen WilHams.  —  The  Commons.  —  Visit  of  Judge  Sewull.  —  Mr.  Brewer's  Saluiy. 
—  Pari'ih  Mattel's. —:Mr.  Brewer's  Death.  —The  State  of  Society.— The  Half- Way 
Covenant.  —  A  Decline  in  Moral;*.  —  Full  List  of  Tax-jiayei-s.  —  The  Church  Member- 
ship.—  Freemanship.  —  Condition  of  the  CImrches.  —  Call  of  Kev.  Robert  Breck.  — 
Charges  of  Heresy.  —  Brecrk's  Reply.  The  Firat  Parish  divided  into  Breck  and  Anti- 
Brcck  Factions.  —Meeting  of  the  Hampshire  County  Association  of  Ministers  at 
Springfield.  —  An  Exciting  Session. 

Diking  the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  acts  of  Spring- 
field were  projected  against  a  dark  background  of  apprehension. 
And  yet,  with  this  residence  beside  the  very  jaws  of  death,  the  plan- 
tation enjoyetl  the  smile  of  Heaven  and  prospered.  There  were,  from 
time  to  time,  garrison  soldiers  in  its  streets.  Its  meeting-house  was 
fortified,  and  so  were  some  of  its  dwelling-houses  and  mills. 

England  declared  war  against  France  in  1702,  and  the  Indians  were 
again  soon  |K)uring  over  the  Canadian  bonier.  With  what  feelings  of 
anguish  did  they  in  1 704  hear  of  the  revel  of  death  at  Deerfield,  — 
that  home  of  massacre  one  might  almost  say,  —  the  snows  stained 
with  blood,  and  the  captivity  of  scores  of  men,  women,  and  children ! 
This  was  at  the  oi)ening  of  Queen  Anne's  war  in  this  region,  and  the 
worst  of  it  wjis  that  Rev.  John  Williams  and  his  noble  flock  were 
taken  to  Canada  and  confronted  with  Romanism.  But  there  was  no 
good  ground  of  fear.  '*  It  is  better  going  in  a  ragged  coat  than  with 
a  r:igg(»d  conscience,"  replied  the  Deerfield  minister  when  a  French 
laily  suiK»rior  offered  him  warm  clothes  if  he  would  become  a  papist. 

There  is  happily  little  of  a  warlike  nature  to  record  locally  in  these 
times  when  the  up-river  settlements  were  suffering.     Samuel  Chapin, 
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in  1 706,  was  wouuded  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  Colonel  Whiting 
and  his  Connecticut  soldiers  were  undoubtedly  here  two  yeans  later 
on  his  errand  of  defending  the  outposts.  At  any  rate,  Joseph  Par- 
sons was  directed  that  year  (1708)  to  intercede  with  the  governor 
against  the  proiK)sed  calling  away  of  Springfield  men  to  defend  other 
towns,  and  to  ask  for  a  garrison  itself.  This  was  in  the  summei ,  in 
which  the  home  of  Lieutenant  Wright  at  Skipmuck  was  attacked  by 
the  Indians,  and  three  men  and  a  child  killed,  and  a  woman  carried 
away  into  captivity. 

The  old  homogeneous  town-meeting  had  become  broken  up.  West 
Springfield  had  secured  a  meeting-house  in  1702  in  spite  of  the 
mother  plantation  ;  and,  after  the  decree  of  the  Bay  authorities,  that 
the  east  side  should  pay  £oO  toward  the  cost  of  the  west-side  edifice, 
Springfield  voted  the  amount  in  provisions,  "  if  the}'  would  accept 
thereof." 

In  the  winter  of  1704  the  inhabitants  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
began  to  hold  regular  parish  meetings.  In  accordance  with  the  sf|>- 
propriation  of  £50  in  *  •  provision  pay "  toward  the  west-side  meet- 
ing-house, the  selectmen  made  a  levy ;  but  the  west  side  would  not 
accept  this  in  full  |>ayment  under  the  order  of  the  General  Court. 
The  constables  were  ordered  therefore  not  to  collect  the  rates. 
Joseph  Parsons,  Dea.  Jonathan  Hurt,  and  James  Warriner  were 
sent,  in  1705,  to  Boston,  to  answer  the  still  protesting  west-siders. 
The  General  Court  ordered  the  east  side  to  pay  the  £50  in  two  years, 
and  also  provided  for  a  division  of  ministry  lands.  The  east  side 
demurred,  and  appealed  again  to  the  General  Court.  When  the  west 
side  became  a  separate  parish  they  were  released  from  the  burden  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Brewer's  salary,  and  this  increased  the  ministry  rates  on 
the  east  side.  Many  refused  to  pay  the  extra  tax,  and  the  town  was 
compelled  to  sue  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

The  little  congregation  upon  the  west  side  had  secured  a  fine  man 
for  a  minister  in  John  Woodbridge,  —  learned,  gentle,  and  easy  of  ac- 
cess.    The  Connecticut  river  was  quite  wide  enough  to  divide  the  in- 
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terests  of  the  two  sections  ;  aiul  the  cordial  strife  and  rivalry  went  on 
for  over  a  century.  It  was  not  until  the  advent  of  railroads  that  for- 
tune showed  any  decided  preference  for  the  east  side  as  the  district 
destined  to  outgrow  the  habiliments  of  a  village. 

Another  child  of  Springfield  w^as  fast  gaining  proportions  on  the 
"Long  Meddow"  below  the  village.  In  the  spring  of  1703  the  in- 
habitants were  granted  permission  to  build  on  the  higher  ground ; 
they  were  also  given  lands  from  Pecowsic  to  Enfield,  and  from  the 
*'  hil  eastward  to  the  Longmedow  halfe  a  mile  further  eastward  into 
the  woods."  The  petition  for  these  concessions  Tvas  signed  by  thir- 
teen men,  including  Nathaniel  Burt,  George  Colton,  Benjamin  Cooley, 
Samuel  Stebbins,  and  Nathaniel  Bliss.  The  inhabitants  dwelling  on 
the  long  meadow  followed  up  their  new  ambition  by  asking,  in  1 704, 
for  the  privilege  of  a  separate  minister ;  but  the  hope  and  request 
were  premature.  The  maternal  town-meeting,  however,  laid  well  the 
foundation  stones  for  a  new  town,  by  voting,  in  March,  1705  :  ''It 
was  ordered  to  pay  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  an  Addition  of  sixteen 
pounds  to  encourage  the  inhabitants  on  the  west  side  of  the  great 
river,  &  of  the  Longmedow  to  promote  the  Learning  of  their  children 
for  the  present  year." 

During  the  year  following  the  Longmeadow  inhabitants  were  al- 
lowed to  hire  a  schoolmaster  ;  so  were  those  of  West  Springfield.  A 
little  diflSculty  grew  out  of  the  Longmeadow  school  tax,  the  scholars 
not  being  required  to  pay  tuition.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  justices  decided  that  the  school 
rates  should  be  raised  like  all  the  town  rates ;  but  the  town  seems  to 
have  gotten  round  this  by  requiring  a  load  of  wood  to  be  sent  to  the 
schoolhouse  for  each  child  taught.  In  1709  Thomas  Mirrick,  Sam- 
uel Bliss,  and  George  Colton  were  sent  abroad  to  ''bring"  School- 
master John  Sherman  to  the  village ;  and  £40  a  year  stipend  was 
allowed  him  out  of  the  town  treasury.  This  curious  provision  was 
added  to  a  small  appropriation  to  Captain  Thomas  Colton  for  provid- 
ing schooling  at  Ix)ngmeadow  :  "  W°**  allowance,  if  it  occasion  strife, 
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or  disturbance  amongst  his  neighbors  at  Longmedow,  he  promises  to 
foregoe  y*  s'*  Towns  allowance  of  30s." 

Longmeadow  got  its  heart's  desire  in  1715,  when  the  General  Court 
granted  it  permission  to  maintain  a  separate  minister,  although  not 
''  fully  up  to  the  number  of  40  families,"  and  a  £120  meetlDg-boose 
was  begun  the  next  year.  By  another  year  (October  18,  1716) 
Longmeadow  had  a  minister,  —  the  famous  Stephen  Williams,  whose 
capture  at  Deerfield  by  the  Indians,  with  his  father  and  his  sister 
Eunice  and  others,  make  up  a  tragic  chapter  in  New  P^ngland  history. 

Springfield,  on  March  28,  1716,  recognized  no  less  than  six  pre- 
cincts:  (1)  The  west  side  of  the  river,  (2)  Longmeadow,  (3)  West 
side  of  the  Agawam,  (-4)  The  Upper  Chicopee,  (5)  The  Lower  Chico- 
pee,  (6)  Skipmuck.  Here  were  distinctly  recognized  the  potentiality 
of  towns,  and  not  merely  topographical  expressions.  Each  precinct, 
with  aid  from  the  town,  was  required  to  keep  a  school  running,  the 
town  school  tax  for  1716  being  no  less  than  £S'2.  These  precincts 
conform  somewhat  to  the  various  commons,  and  we  have  seen  how 
the  proprietors  of  each  common  used  to  gather  together  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  town-meetiug,  apix)int  moderators  and  clerks,  and  l^islate 
concerning  the  lands.  The  management  of  the  turpentine  business 
in  1708  gave  rise  to  another  iustanee  of  delegated  legislative  func- 
tions by  vote  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants  were  prohibited  from 
'*  boxing  terpentine  trees"  on  the  "  Inmost  comon."  A  committee, 
headed  by  Joseph  Parsons,  was  appointed  to  "  regulate  the  drawing 
of  turpentine."  The  region  for  operating  in  boxing  pine-trees  was 
duly  regulated  by  the  proprietors  of  the  commons,  and  no  one  was 
allowed  to  work  more  than  one  thousand  new  trees,  and  for  this  a 
certain  license  fee  was  imposed,  the  money  going  to  the  schools. 
This  was  not  a  town-meeting,  but  a  gathering  of  the  proprietors,  who 
voted  the  proceeds  of  a  franchise  into  the  town  treasury,  —  a  curious 
phase  of  town  government.  This  was,  in  fact,  running  local  govern- 
ment on  shares. 

The  colonial  laws  class  towns,  \'illages,  precincts,  and  proprietors 
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of  common  fields  in  one  category  when  8i)eaking  of  their  legal  func- 
tions, such  as  the  right  to  sue  or  be  sued.  After  the  division  of 
Springfield  into  precincts  the  first  church  is  referred  to  as  a  ''  society," 
for  the  first  time.  We  thus  have  an  explanation  of  the  church  and 
parish  meetings  in  modern  Congregationalism.  The  part  of  Spring- 
field in  the  first  precinct  would  meet  as  a  town-meeting,  and  appropri- 
ate the  money  for  a  minister,  etc.,  and  the  selectmen  would  levy  the 
tax.  This  section  of  the  town-meeting  in  time  became  the  parish 
meeting. 

A  commission,  of  which  Luke  Hitchcock  was  a  member,  met  in 
Springfield,  in  1723,  to  form  two  townships,  known  as  the  "  Upper  and 
Housatonic  townships,"  comprising  what  is  now  Sheffield,  Egremont, 
Mount  Washington,  Great  Barrington,  Alford,  and  i)ortions  of  Lee, 
Stockbridge,  and  West  Stockbridge.  The  court-house  was  situated 
on  the  line  of  Sanford  street,  back  of  Market  street.  There  having 
been  some  strife,  in  1722,  about  the  court- house,  the  following  building 
committee  was  appointed :  Ephraim  Colton,  Pelatiah  Bliss,  Increase 
Sikes,  Capt.  John  Mirrick,  Lieut.  Joseph  Cooley,  Sanmel  Day,  Dea. 
Joseph  Ely,  Ensign  John  Miller,  Ensign  James  Mirrick,  Jonathan 
Worthington,  and  Ebenezer  Parsons.  Land  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  was  appropriated  as  part  payment  for  the  court-house.  This 
committee's  accounts  were  ordered  to  be  examined  in  December,  1723. 
There  was  really  no  need  of  court-houses  to  impress  the  people 
with  the  dignity  of  judges.  The  fonnalities  of  those  times  make  a 
very  pleasing  impression  upon  us,  so  accustomed  to  the  simpler 
democracies  of  the  day.  Judge  Samuel  Sewall  comes  to  Springfield 
to  hold  the  September  court,  1718.  He  is  met  at  Suflield  by  the 
sherifif,  and  probably  a  company  of  horsemen,  who,  as  was  often  the 
case,  saluted  his  honor  with  trumpets.  In  riding  through  the  Aga- 
wam  river  he  gets  his  heels  a  little  wet,  it  being  quite  dark.  He  finds 
Colonel  Taylor  and  a  number  of  friends  at  supper  at  Ingersors  tavern, 
and  joins  them ;  the  next  day  Rev.  Daniel  Bi*ewer  offers  prayer  at  the 
opening  of  the  court ;  the  judge  finds  time   to  give  young  Stephen 
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Williams  two  silver  sixx)ns,  with  the  dates  of  his  captivity  and  mar- 
riage engraved  thei*eon.  On  tlie  LorFs  day  he  attends  chnrch  with 
the  associate  judges,  Colonel  Pynchon,  and  the  attorneys  of  the  town, 
and  Mr.  Brewer  preaches  "  very  well  and  audibly"  from  the  text, 
"  Salute  one  another  with  a  holv  kiss.  The  churches  of  Christ  salute 
you."  The  judge  leaves  Springfield  after  giving  Mr.  Brewer  twenty 
shillings  for  his  prayers  during  the  couit  session,  is  accompanied  east 
five  miles  by  the  sheriff  and  trooj^ers,  dines  in  the  pine  woods,  and 
then  presses  on  toward  Brookfield. 

The  town  acts  are  unimi)ortant  during  this  |x»rio<l.  In  May,  1711), 
Joseph  Stebbins  was  chosen  nuxlerator,  —  a  notable  break  in  this  re- 
gard, a  Pynchon  having  i)erfornied  that  otiice  from  the  foundation  of 
the  town.  Joseph  Stebbins  was  (piite  prominent  in  local  affairs ;  he 
was  sent  as  delegate  to  the  Cieneral  Court,  and  seems  to  have  been 
nnich  trusted.  John  Worthington,  I.uke  HitchccKjk,  and  William 
Pynchon  were  also  chosen  moderators  during  this  period.  This 
William  Pynchon  was  the  great-great-grandson  of  the  founder  of  the 
town. 

In  17ir>  £.30  of  repairs  were  voted  on  the  ministry  house,  and  a 
committee  was  also  apiK)inted  to  confer  with  Mr.  Brewer,  who  was 
'*  uneasy  respecting  his  not  having  equil  pro|x>rtion  of  grain."  Mr. 
Brewer,  like  other  ministers  of  his  day,  suffered  financially  from 
fluctuations  in  tin*  value  of  the  ])ayhe  received  from  his  congregation. 
We  have  seen  that  Mr.  (ilover  instituted  a  reform  by  inducing  the 
town  to  place  the  collection  of  the  minister's  rates  into  the  hands  of 
the  deacon.  Mr.  Brewer  found  that  a  man  who  was  ill-flis]X)sed 
toward  him  would  not  give  gcxnl  measure  of  grain,  and  the  same 
was  true  with  the  firewood  that  was  sometimes  contributed  in  the 
autumn.  The  upshot  was  that  the  town  offered  (171(i)  to  pay  Mr. 
Brewer  in  money.  Mr.  Brewer  suggested  £1K)  as  the  amount  he  would 
ac^jept.  The  town  declined,  and  £8.5  was  subsequently  agreed  upon  : 
this  was  afterwards  raised  to  £100. 

There  was  still  unpaid  a  certain  sum  to  Mr.  Brewer  for  losses  sus- 
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tained  in  the  setting  up  of  the  West  Springfield  parish.     The  follow-' 
iiig  letter,  still  presen-ed,  probably  refers  to  this  claim :  — 

7b  the  jjeople  of  our  precinct : 

LovEix<i  Friends  :  Thin  may  signifye  to  you  that  (understanding  it  to  be  y' 
desire  it  should  he  so)  1  nm  very  free  (notw**^8tanding  y'^  vote  otlien^'ise)  tliat  you 
should  raise  hut  Fifty  pounds  for  nie  this  year.  Fifty  the  next,  and  so  Fifty  more 
the  vear  after.  And  would  have  vou  witliali  send  me  y'  mind  which  wav  of  Im- 
proovement  of  it  would  he  most  eiusy  to  you. 

This  is  all  at  present 

From  vrs,  Damell  Buewek. 

SpuiN'<iPEiLi>,  April  U),  1721. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  a  kindly  man,  and  beloved  of  his  people ;  but  this 
did  not  prevent  the  parish  from  driving  close  bargains.  A  year  or 
more  before  the  above  letter,  the  matter  of  repairs  on  Mr.  Brewer's 
house  came  up  again.  This,  and  other  things  of  interest,  are  referred 
to  in  the  subjoined  extract  taken  from  the  parish  records :  — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  most  elderly  precinct  for  the  ministry  of 
the  Town  of  Springfield  at  the  meeting  house  in  s**  precinct  on  munday  the  Twenty 
Sixth  Day  of  January  Anno  Domi  17^{!  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  Afternoon  to  con- 
sider &  determine  what  Specie  to  liaise  y^'  Ueverend  M'"  Brewers  rate  in  and  other 
contingent  charges  of  y*  s'*  precinct  for  y«^  year  past  &  for  the  time  to  come  & 
further  to  grant  &,  raise  such  sum  or  sums  for  the  payment  of  any  dues  from  y' 
H*^  precinct  &  to  consider  &  determine  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  y*  re- 
pairing &  mending  y*  ministry  house  &  y*  meeting-house  of  y*  s'^  precinct. 
Leagally  warned.  Capt  Luke  Hitchcock  was  Chossen  modrator  for  this  meet- 
ing.    Ajorned  this  meeting  to  the  liouse  of  i>elatiah  Bliss  in  s<*  precinct 

it  wjis  votetl  to  raise  three  pounds  two  shillings  &  four  pence  for  the  )    •*       »>       4 
glass  about  the  ministry  house  / 

it  was  voted  tu  raise  twenty  shilling  for  pelatiah  Bliss  for  his  going  )  ...       ^      q 
for  M'  Brewer  / 

voteil  to  raise  eleven  shilling  for  Joseph  Ashly  for  his  work  about  K„.     , ,       q 
y'  Deacons  seat  / 

votetl  to  raise  2/0  for  henry  Burt  ^^c  2/0  for  John  Worthenton  &  "j 

8/0  for  left  John  Fere  for  their  asesing  .Jc  making  y«=  rates  in  the  Mill  00     12       0 

year  1711)  for  this  precinct  J 
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it  was  discoursed  how  to  raise  the  Reverend  m*^  Daniel  Brewer  rate.  Voted  to 
send  to  the  revernd  m*^  Brewer  &  desire  him  to  come  and  deeUre  liis  mind  it 
was  voted  that  Sam^^  Bliss  ^  &  Thomas  Ilorton  should  go  to  the  Reverend  m** 
Brewer  &  desire  him  to  come  amongst  us  and  declare  his  mind  the  Reverend 
m*^  Brewer  heing  present  at  the  meeting  gave  his  proposals  &  withdrew  it  was 
voted  to  pay  the  Reverend  m'"  Daniell  Brewer  his  sallary  for  the  future  in  grain 
at  thess  following  prices  viz  wheat  at  four  shillings  per  hushell :  &  pease  at  four 
shilling  per  bushell  &  rye  at  three  shillings  per  hushell  &  Indian  corn  at  Two 
shillings  &  six  i>encc  per  hushell  &  barley  at  three  shillings  &  sixpence  per 
bushell  Sc  oats  att  Two  shillings  per  bushell  for  the  future  paid  in  a  prepotion  or 
equivilent  it  was  voted  to  i>ay  tlie  reverend  m*^  Daneill  Brewer  his  hundred  pound 
sallary  this  year  as  followeth  (viz)  AVlieat  at  five  shillings  &  sixpence  per  bushell 
&  pease  at  seven  shillings  per  bushell  Rye  at  Three  shillings  per  bushell  &  Indian 
Corn  at  two  shillings  per  busliell  and  barley  shillings  per  bushell  &  oats  at  sixteen 
pence  per  bushell  or  in  money,  it  was  voted  that  Left  John  Fere  Henry  Burt  & 
John  Worthinton  should  be  assessors  to  make  the  rates  for  tliis  precinct  this  year 
it  was  voted  to  repair  the  ministry  house  but  some  parsons  being  unsatisfied 
about  repairini:  the  s'*  house  it  was  voted  to  chuse  2  or  3  men  to  vew  the  8<* 
ministry  house  Deacon  Nashmun  John  worthinton  &  Daniell  white  ware  chossen 
to  vew  tlie  8'*  ministry  house  and  make  report  to  this  meeting  voted  the  above  s<* 
men  vew  the  meeting  liouse  &  make  report  to  this  meeting.  Tliis  meeting  was 
Ajourned  unto  Fry  day  the  iDth  day  of  January,  currant  at  two  of  the  clock  in 
the  afterntxju  at  the  meeting  house  in  s"'  precinct. 

Att  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitiints  of  the  most  elderly  precinct  for  the  ministrr 
in  the  Town  of  Springfield  l)egiin  »i  held  on  Munday  January  Twenty  fifth 
17JJ  &  continued  by  a  Journient  till  Fryday  next  being  the  29th  Day  of  January 
currant  and  then  meett  at  Two  of  the  Clock  afternoon  it  was  vote<l  to  raise  for 
Ephraim  Stills  the  sum  tliat  the  committee  agreed  to  give  him  for  ringing  the  bell 
&  sweeping  the  meeting  house  The  men  that  were  chossen  to  vew  the  ministry 
house  made  their  rejwrt  to  this  meeting  then  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  precinct  would  reconsider  their  former  vote  about  repairing  the 
ministrv  house  it  was  voted  on  the  affirmative  viz  to  reconsider  s*^  vote  Then  it 
was  again  putt  to  vote  whether  they  would  repair  the  ministry  house  it  was  pased 
on  the  negative. 

Mr.  Brewer  invsided  over  the  Springfield  Church  for  nearly  forty 
years,  and  he  sank  into  his  grave  leaving,  to  all  appearances,  a  pros- 
perous community.      He  was  an  earnest,  sympathetic,  and  courtly 
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man,  who,  it  may  be  inferred,  was  loved  more  for  his  parish  work 
than  his  sermonizing.  The  congregation  was  bound  to  him  by  strong 
ties  of  personal  regard.  In  December,  1733,  these  two  votes  were 
passed :  — 

Granted  a  hundred  and  forty  pounds  for  the  sallary  of  Uevn'*  M*"  Daneill 
Brewer,  deced  this  year,  to  he  paid  to  the  administratori}  of  his  estate. 

Voted  and  grunted  to  the  ffamily  of  the  Late  Revn**  M^  Daneill  Brewer, 
deced,  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  in  consideration  of  tlie  Late  extraordinary  cluirg 
in  their  sickness,  and  that  the  same  he  paid  to  the  widow,  Katharine  Brewer,  for 
that  end. 

Mrs.  Brewer's  name  is  mentioned  in  a  curious  order  made  nearly 
ten  years  l)efore  :  — 

Vote<i  y*  precincts  committee  take  care  that  M"  Brewers  i)ew  be  brought 
out  even  with  M^  Pynchon's  pew. 

Nine  new  men  were  selected  to  seat  the  meeting-house  in  1726, 
headed  by  Deacon  Munn ;  but ''  three  or  four  of  the  men  saying  they 
would  not  medle  with  it,  it  was  voted  that  five  or  six  of  the  s**  com- 
mittee may  seat  the  meeting  house." 

We  have  said  that  to  all  appearances  the  "elder  parish"  was  in 
a  prosperous  condition  at  the  death  of  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer.  There 
were  deep  elements  of  disconl,  however,  which  needed  but  little  prov- 
ocation to  rise  to  the  surface.  This  remark  refers  to  the  whole  com- 
monwealth. The  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  is  often  looked 
upon  as  uneventful  in  comparison  with  the  fiery  days  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary period.  But  it  was  an  age  of  transitions  that  is  of  intense 
interest  to  the  student.  Whether  for  gooil  or  evil,  there  was  in  prog- 
ress a  tremendous  revolution,  —  political,  social,  and  religious. 
*'  New  England  has  been  at  the  best  always  too  faulty  in  that  very 
character,  —  a  province  very  talkative  and  ingenious  for  the  vilifying 
of  its  publick  servants,"  complained  C  otton  Mather,  whose  quick  eye 
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detected  the  landslide.  But  it  was  more  than  a  neglect  to  bow  to 
the  dictum  of  the  ministers.  In  this  town  the  fashion  was  early  set 
to  choose  laymen  rather  than  ministers  as  leaders,  and  yet  the  change 
was  quite  as  marked  here  as  elsewhere. 

This  is  no  treatise  on  theology,  but  the  history  of  the  Springfield 
people  cannot  be  written  and  its  theolc^y  ignored.  The  Puritan 
f atliei-s  held  that  the  churches  should  be  made  up  of  ''  visible  saints  " 
only.  Baptized  persons  were  at  first,  at  least,  subject  to  reprimands 
and  discipline  even  before  entering  into  full  fellowship.  The  church- 
membership  of  pei*sous  who  grew  up,  married,  and  presented  their 
children  for  baptism  without  themselves  going  to  the  communion 
caused  disquietude.  To  illustrate :  Brother  A.  is  a  member  in  full 
conmiunion,  and  presents  his  son  B.  for  baptism.  B.,  when  grown 
up,  neglects  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  re|>entance,  and  tiius  is 
never  admitted  to  the  lord's  supper,  but  he  in  turn  presents  his  son 
C.  for  baptism.  The  quest iou  was  whether  the  Abrahamic  covenant 
woidd  be  potent  with  the  infant  C.  if  baptized,  by  \nrtue  of  the 
church  membership  of  Cirandfather  A.  The  New  England  divines 
disagreed,  and  there  were  eventually  enough  non-professing  church- 
members  and  enough  infant  C.'s  presented  for  baptism  to  disturb  the 
deepest  faith.  A  ministerial  assembly  called  by  tiie  New  England 
Legislatures  met  at  Ik>ston  in  1657,  decided  that  the  sons  B.  could 
present  their  children  C.  for  baptism  provide<l  the  B.'s  were  not  scan- 
dalous, and  solemnly  aver  the  covenant  in  their  own  persons.  This 
was  given,  howeveri  '*  with  due  reverence  for  any  godly  learned  tiiat 
mav  dissent." 

These  half-way  covenanters  were  not  allowed  to  come  to  the  lord's 
supper.  The  churches  were  thus  ma^le  up  of  those  in  an  intermedia- 
tory  or  probationary  state  and  of  those  in  full  communion.  The 
ranks  of  the  fonner  class  were  fast  growing,  and  quite  possibly  led 
some  of  the  ministei*s  to  re\iew  and  restate  their  belief  as  to  church- 
membership.  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  was  the  first, 
or  at  least  the  most  prominent,  minister  who  felt  coin|)elleil  to  break 
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down  the  wall  that  was  splitting  the  churclies.  He  saw  no  more  rea- 
son why  prayerful  and  earnest- minded  persons,  who  had  been  bap- 
tized, should  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  sacraments  than  of  read- 
ing the  Bible.  Mr.  Stoddard  therefore  proclaimed  himself  a  believer 
in  the  Lord's  supper  as  a  converting  ordinance.  The  moment  Stod- 
dard's pamphlet  reached  Boston,  Increase  Mather  prepared  another  in 
reply,  and  he  shot  it  like  a  bomb-shell  into  the  Connecticut  valley. 
Stoddard  returned  the  fire  (1709),  and  some  handsome  artillery  prac- 
tice followed  in  various  parts  of  New  England.  There  was  thunder 
all  round  the  sky.  Many  churches  in  this  valley  accepted  the 
Northampton  theory  and  practised  it.  It  interests  us  only  as  it 
admitted  into  full  communion  men  who  had  only  been  baptized,  and 
it  bad  a  tendency  at  least  to  increase  the  influence  of  those  who  were 
constructive  rather  than  experimental  Christians.  Stoddard  was  fol- 
lowed at  Northampton  by  the  young  theological  giant,  Jonathan 
Edwards,  who  began  to  develop  doubts  a«  to  the  soundness  of  Mr. 
Stoddard's  views,  and  to  look  with  distrust  upon  such  '*  visible 
saints."  He  began  eventually  that  terrible  battle  for  the  reposses- 
sion of  the  still,  cold  heights  of  Puritanism  whicii  has  made  his  name 
famous  in  the  polemical  world. 

But  what  was  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  churches  of  this  valle>' 
at  tliisi>eriod?  We  believe  tiiat  even  back  of  the  filtration  of  the 
half-way  covenantei*s  was  working  the  natural  law  of  reaction,  of 
which  the  half-way  covenant  was  a  straw  flying  in  the  wind.  Why 
should  so  many  have  refused  to  disclose  their  con\nction  of  sin  and 
enter  into  full  communion  ?  Scientifically  speaking,  it  was  a  case  of 
exhausted  nature.  In  the  early  days  the  unbending  armor  of  Puri- 
tanism was  fitted  to  man,  woman,  and  child  alike.  In  time  came  an 
enervation  of  will  and  spirit.  The  poor  children  were  the  greatest 
sufferers.  Men  had  subjected  themselves  to  fearful  fasts  and  self- 
abnegations  ;  that  was  their  privilege  ;  they  then  put  their  young  in 
training  for  like  solemnities  of  daily  living.  *'  Children,"  said  Cot- 
ton Mather,  after  the  promulgation  of  almost  monastic  rules,  "  don't 
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you  foi^et  every  day  to  go  alone  and  pray  as  I  have  directed  you." 
Cotton  Mather  had  fifteen  children,  and  only  two  survived  him.  This 
fearful  mortalitv  in  children  was  no  accident.  Abraham  himself 
could  not  have  rescued  children  enough  to  become  a  respectable  pa- 
triarch if  a  Cotton  Mather  had  been  given  the  training  of  his  family. 
Men  who  crossed  the  Atlantic,  fairly  in\iting  a  howling  wilder- 
ness to  press  down  with  its  terrors,  in  order  to  worship  the  living 
God  according  to  their  consciences,  saw  their  grandchildren  growing 
up  with  no  desire  to  make  use  of  the  pri\ileges  of  the  gospel,  brought 
to  their  very  cradles.  The  third  and  fourth  generations  were  not 
disposed  to  consider  every  wld  character  in  the  \-illage  a  witch.  Min- 
isters were  not  so  implicitly  listened  to ;  scepticism,  frivolity,  loose 
manners,  and,  alas  I  looser  morals,  followed.  The  reaction  was  se- 
rious. The  attempt  to  carry  human  nature  up  by  main  force  threat- 
ened to  end  in  hurling  it  into  the  depths.  There  is  abundant  evidence 
that  tavern-haunting.  Sabbath-breaking,  loose  and  vicious  conversa- 
tion and  immoralities  between  the  sexes  were  distressingly  common. 
In  order  to  make  complete  comparisons,  it  will  be  necessary,  on 
account  of  defective  recoixls,  to  select  the  vear  1738.  But  what  was 
true  of  1738  had  been  measurablv  true  for  a  score  of  vears.  We 
find  that  the  Springfield  selectmen  in  January,  1738,  consisting  of 
William  Pvnchon,  John  Dav,  and  Samuel  Coolev,  matle  out  a  valua- 
tion  and  assessment  roll  in  four  parts,  and  gave  them  to  the  four 
town  constables.  The  list  intrusted  to  Constable  John  Munn,  of 
projx^rty  apparently  upon  the  east  side  of  the  river,  contained  the 
following  names  of  tax-payers  :  — 

John  Hancock,  Increase  Sikes.  Jr..  Widow  Hannah  Sikes,  Ebenezer  Lam> 
bard.  Simon  Smith,  .Tonathan  Stevenson,  Israel  Warner,  Benjamin  KnotHtom, 
Benjamin  Warriner.  Joseph  Bnrt.  Samuel  Warner,  Estate  of  Ebenezer  War- 
riner,  Daniel  Cad  well.  Moses  Bartlet,  Obadiah  Cooley,  Benjamin  Sikes,  Samuel 
Warner.  Jr.,  Lt.  John  Burt.  John  Burl.  Jr..  Increase  Sikes,  estate  of  Samuel 
Sikes.  Thomas  Stiles.  Jonathan  Bartlet.  Ebenezer  Stebbins,  Jr..  John  Munn. 
Dea.  Henry    Burt,    Robert  Ashley.   Robert   Harris,  Moses  Burt,  James  Burt. 
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Timothy  Bliss,  Abel  Bliss,  Edward  Bliss,  Abner  Ely,  Jedediah  Bliss,  John  Har- 
mon, Lieut.  John  Ferre,  John  Ferre,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Warner,  Jonathan 
Day,  Widow  iilizur  Sikes,  Joseph  Sikes,  Samuel  Bliss,  John  Morgan, 
Gersham  Ferre,  David  Warriner,  Ephraim  Bartlet,  Samuel  Bartlet,  James 
Warriner,  William  Bliss,  Jr.,  Widoiv  Hannah  White,  Pelatiah  Hitchcock,  t7b«fp^ 
Warriner,  Widow  Ruth  IngersoU,  Samuel  Marshfield,  Capt.  John  Mirrick, 
Thomas  Mirrick,  Jr.,  Thomas  Mirrick,  David  Mirrick,  Moses  Mirrick,  Lieut. 
Pelatiah  Bliss,  Luke  Bliss,  Jonathan  Church,  William  Pyncbon,  Jeremiah  Horton, 
Thomas  Horton,  Benjamin  Horton,  Benjamin  Horton,  Jr.,  Timothy  Horton, 
John  Horton,  Daniel  Warner,  Benjamin  Brooks,  Samuel  Brooks,  Noah  Brooks, 
Widow  Hannah  Beaman,  Jonathan  Baiilet,  Samuel  Huggins,  John  Miller,  3d, 
Noah  Alvard,  George  Mather,  Nathaniel  Breiver,  Katherine  Brewer,  Jouatluin 
Bliss,  Benjamin  Wait,  Jonathan  Warriner,  Cornelius  Jones,  Benjamin  Dorches- 
ter, Edmond  Newman,  Elijah  Stetson,  William  Bliss. 

The  lai^est  tax-payers  in  the  above  list  are  Obadiah  Cooley,  Lieut. 
Johu  Burt,  Thomas  Horton,  William  Pynchon,  and  Jedediah  Bliss. 

Constable  John  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  was  intrusted  with  the  following 
list,  which  seems  to  be  for  property  in  the  Chicopee  part  of  the 
town :  — 

Ebenezer  Hitchcock,  John  Wyse,  Thomas  Ferre.  Samuel  Ferre,  Jonathan 
Old,  B.  Vanhorn,  Henry  Chnjtin,  Ensign  Benjamin  Chapin,  Benjamin  Chapin, 
Jr.,  Isaac  Chapin,  Henry  Wright,  Dacid  Chapin,  David  Chapin,  Jr.,  Jonathan 
Chapin,  John  Chapin,  Thomas  Chapin,  Japhet  Chapin,  Elisha  Chapin,  Samuel 
Chapin,  Caleb  Chapin,  Ahel  Chapin,  Josiah  Chapin,  John  Chapin,  Jr.,  Robert 
Old,  Nathaniel  Chapin,  Cornelius  Webb,  Samuel  Stebbins,  Jr.,  Aaron  Stebbins, 
Col.  John  Pynchon,  William  Pynchon,  Jr.,  Thomas  Warriner,  William  Warriner, 
Nathaniel  Warriner,  Ephraim  Stiles,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Luke  Hitchcock,  3(1,  Ser- 
geant Daniel  Parsons,  yl«ro 71  Hitchcock,  Daniel  Parsons,  Jr.,  Aaron  Parsons, 
Lieut.  John  Worthington.  Benjamin  Colton,  estate  of  Pelatiah  Glover,  Pelatiah 
Glover,  Thomas  Glover,  Samuel  Glover,  Jonathan  Morgan.  John  Lamb,  Daniel 
Lamb,  Widow  Hannah  Kelly.  Noah  Parsons,  Joseph  Dorchester,  James  Williston. 
James  Williston,  Jr.,  Ijuke  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  Thomas  Stebbins,  Caleb  Stebbins, 
John  Stebbins,  Jr.,  John  Stebbins,  Ebenezer  Stebbins,  Joseph  Stebbins,  Wm. 
Sanderson,  Samuel  Jones.  David  Jones,  Ensign  John  Hitchcock,  Nathaniel 
Hitchcock,  Den.  Nathaniel  Munn.  Nathaniel  Munn,  Jr.,  Samuel  Munn,  Ebenezei* 
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Morgan.  John  Hitchcock.  Jr.,  Gideon  Pratt,  Henry  Wright,  Jr.,  JonaikaH  Cha- 
pin  J  Jr..  Isaac  Breicer.  Nathaniel  Stonks. 

The  largest  tax-payers  above  are  John  Worthington,  James  Wil- 
listoD,  John  Pynchon,  John  Cliapin,  John  Lamb,  and  Henr^-  Wright. 

The  list  connnitted  to  Constable  Day  for  West  Springfield  property 
was  as  follows  :  — 

Joseph  Ely,  2d,  John  Day.  Jr..  Benjamin  Jones.  Timo.  M.  Kranc}'.  Benjamin 
Ashley,  Ebenezer  Parsons.  Jr..  Nathaniel  Ely,  Dea.  Joseph  Ely.  Ebenerer  Ash- 
ley. Ebenezer  Morgan,  Jr.,  Samuel  Morgan,  Samuel  Barker.  Pet:  Morgan.  Jr., 
John  Bagg.  Jr..  Ens.  John  Bagg.  James  Bagg.  Nathaniel  Morgan,  Miles  Mor- 
gan, Joseph  Morgan.  James  Morgan.  Isaac  Morgan,  Jonathan  Bagg.  David  Bagg, 
Icliabod  Miller.  Josiah  Miller,  James  Taylor,  John  Carew,  Ebenezer  Taylor, 
Asliael  Taylor.  Pelatiah  Morgan.  Thomas  Miller.  2d,  Nathaniel  Sikes,  Benjamin 
Stebbins,  Jr.,  Jonatlian  Taylor,  Francis  Ball,  Thomas  Miller,  Nathaniel  Atchin- 
son,  Jas.  Mirrick.  Jr.  (Estate).  Jonathan  AVhite,  Samuel  Ball,  Nathaniel  Wil- 
liston.  John  Williiiton.  Dea.  Ebenezer  Parsons.  Caleb  Parsons.  Christopher 
Vanhorn.  Josiah  Day.  Dea.  John  Ely.  Heul>en  Ely.  Caleb  Ely.  Joseph  Mirrick, 
Samuel  Ely.  Benjamin  l*ike.  Samuel  Taylor.  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Day,  Ebenezer  Day, 
Jr..  Benjamin  Stebbins,  Francis  Stebbins.  Amos  Taylor,  Samuel  Day,  Widow 
Maria  Dav.  Thomas  Da  v.  Nathaniel  Elv.  2d,  Thomas  Klllum,  Samuel  Lamb. 
John  Rogers.  Charles  Ferre.  Sen.  (Dec*  estate),  Ebenezer  Miller.  Jr.,  Jonathan 
Miller,  Samuel  Taylor.  Jonathan  Smith,  Benjamin  Smith,  Job  Smith.  AVilliam 
Smith,  Benj.  Smith.  Jr..  Jos.  Iluggins,  John  Combs.  Benoni  Jones,  Dr.  Joseph 
Ely.  John  Miller.  Ebenezer  Miller,  Sen. 

The  highest  tax-paj'ers  above  were  Jonathan  Bagg,  Dea.  John  Ely, 
Benjamin  Stebbins,  Ensign  John  Bagg,  and  Pelatiah  Morgan. 
Constable  Cooi)er's  list,  also  West  Springfield  pro^x^rty  :  — 

Benjamin  Ball.  John  Ely.  3<l.  Joseph  Miller,  Henry  Rogers.  Nath*  Dnmble- 
ton  s  estate.  John  Dumbleton.  Samuel  Dumbleton.  Capt.  John  Day.  Wid.  Sarah 
Leonard.  Lt.  James  Mirrick.  Capt.  Nath'-  Downing,  John  Downing.  John  Barber, 
John  Miller.  2d.  Moses  Miller.  Timothy  Cooper.  Wm.  MTntire,  Jr..  Ebenezer 
l^eonard.  Dr.  John  Leonanl,  Abel  Ix»onanl,  John  Remington.  John  Worthington. 
Joseph   Ball.  Joseph   Leonard.  Lt.   Jos.  Leonanl.  Sen.    (Dec*^  estate).   Moses 
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Leonard,  Samuel  Leonard,  Josiah  Leonard,  Josiah  Leonard,  Jr.,  Joseph  Bodur- 
tha,  W'".  M'Intire,  Laraberton  Cooper,  Tilly  Mirrick  (^Dec*^  estate),  Ebenezer 
Cook,  Nathaniel  Bancroft,  Samuel  Bancroft,  Ens.  Jos.  Colton,  John  Barber,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Ball,  Jr.,  John  Stevenson,  John  Wliite,  Samuel  Mirick,  Eliakim  Cooley, 
Isaac  Frost,  John  Frost,  Abraham  Frost,  Benj.  Bodurtha,  Jonathan  Bodurtha, 
Daniel  Cooley,  Daniel  Cooley,  Jr.,  Benajah  Stevenson,  John  Fowler,  Christopher 
Fowler,  John  Fowler,  Jr.,  John  Pengilly,  David  Smith,  Capt.  Jos.  Winchell, 
James  Phillips,  Thomas  Smith.  Luke  Day,  Joseph  Sheldon,  Abel  Leonard,  Jr., 
Benj.  Sheldon,  John  Miner,  Nathan  FhiHips,  John  Dorchester,  Benj.  Leonard, 
Tliomas  Bancroft,  Rebecca  Evans,  Abel  Marley,  Abraham  .\dams,  Daniel  Ash- 
ley, Eldad  Barker,  George  Miner,  Jonathan  Purchase. 

The  highest  tax-payers  were  Col.  John  Day,  Ebenezer  Leonard,  Dr. 
John  Leonard,  and  Lient.  James  Mirrick. 

Constable  Colton's  list  for  Longmeadow  property  :  — 

Capt.  Isaac  Colton,  Isaac  Colton,  Sen.,  Ebenezer  Colton,  William  Colton,  Sam- 
uel Keep,  Jr.,  Lt.  John  Colton,  Ens.  Samuel  Keep,  Ens.  Thos.  Colton,  Samuel 
Colton.  Lt.  Eph.  Colton,  Thomas  Hail,  Jonathan  Hail,  Thomas  Hail,  Jr.,  Noah 
Hail,  Capt.  George  Colton,  Wid.  Hannah  Burt,  David  Burt,  Sen.,  Samuel  Crow- 
foot, John  Burt,  2nd,  Joshua  Field,  John  Bliss,  Thos.  Bliss,  2d,  Eben*"  Bliss,  2d, 
Natlianiel  BUss,  Nathaniel  Bliss,  Jr.,  Eph:  Colton,  Jr.,  Simon  Colton,  Dea. 
Jonath"  Ely,  Dea.  Nathaniel  Burt,  David  Burt,  2d,  Eben^  Bliss,  Sen.,  Thos. 
Bliss,  Sen.,  Sam'  Stebbins,  Stephen  Stebbins,  Wid.  .Vb:  Stebbins,  Jonath" 
Stebbins,  Aaron  Stebbins,  Timothy  Nash,  Ens.  W'"  Stebbins,  Joseph  Cooley, 
Dr.  Jos.  Pynchon,  John  Steel,  Eliakim  Cooley,  Josiah  Cooley,  Corp.  Sam' 
Cooley,  Israel  Cooley,  John  Cooley,  Thomas  Field,  Jonath"  Cooley,  Henry  Wol- 
cott,  Amos  Stiles,  Wid.  Ab.  Cooley,  Joshua  Atchinson,  Ed:  Pynchon,  Joshua 
Mosewell,  John  Hail,  Jr. 

The  largest  tax-payers  were  Capt.  George  Colton,  Samnel  Colton, 
Ensign  Sanuiel  Keep,  Lieut.  John  Colton,  Tliomas  Field,  Dea. 
Nathaniel  Burt,  Sunon  Colton,  and  Ensign  Thonuus  Colton. 

We  have  printed  the  members  of  the  Springfield  church  in  the 
alx>ve  lists  in  italics,  so  that  it  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  how  large  a 
proi>ortion  had  kept  out  of  the  fold.    Among  the  slave-holders  of  that 
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day  were  several  members  of  the  Pyncbon  family,  as  well  as  Samuel 
and  Ephraim  Colton,  of  Longmeatlow,  and  Capt.  John  Day,  Lieut. 
James  Mirrick.  John  Ely*  and  Benjamin  Ball,  of  West  Springfield. 

From  the  Hrst  parish  records  it  appears  that  there  were  upon  the 
i-oUs  between  1736  and  1738  only  the  following  in  full  communion. 
Quite  a  nuinl>er  in  the  list  had  withdrawn  from  the  Springfield  cborch 
in  1638,  a  majority  of  them  going  to  Springfield  Mountains,  which 
eventuallv  bi»canie  Wilbraham. 


Alvoril.  Mrs.  Xoah. 
Ashley.  Joseph. 
Bartlct,  Hannah. 

Jonathan  ami  wife, 
Miruini. 
Bliss.  Mrs.  Pclatiah. 
Willow. 

•  •  •  • 

Mrs.  William  ami  daughter. 
Brewer.  Charles. 

I>3iac. 

Natlianiel. 
Burl.  l)ea.  Henry,   wife  and  daughter. 
James. 
Mrs.  James. 
Jantes.  Jr..  and  wife, 
John.  Jr.,  and  wife. 
Joseph's  daughter. 
Chapin,   Abel  and  wife, 

Benjamin  and  wife. 
**  David,  wife  and  daughter, 

David,  Jr.. 

Elisha. 

Esther. 

Hannah,  C widow) 

Henrv, 

Mrs.  Isaac, 

Japhet  and  wife. 


ti 


•  t 


Cliapin.  Jonatlum.  wife  and  daughter. 
Jonathan.  Jr.. 

Jonathan  and  wife  (of  King- 
ston ) 
Josiah, 
* '         Thomas ,  w  i  f e  and  tliree  daugh- 
ters. 
Crowfoot,  Mrs.  John. 
John,  Jr.. 
Thomas. 
Dorchester.  Mrs.  Benjamin, 
Ferre,  Gershani, 
John, 
''      Samuel  and  wife, 
Thomas, 
Foot.  Mrs.  Thomas, 
Hancock,  Mrs.  John, 
Harmon.  Mrs.  John. 
Hitchcock,  Aaron. 
Ann, 

Mrs.  Ebenezer, 
John  and  wife. 
Luke  and  wife, 
Luke.  Jr..  and  wife, 
Nathaniel. 
'*  Widow. 

Horton,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  and  wife. 
Thomas's  daughter. 
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Ingersoll,  Mrs.  (widow), 
Jones,  David  and  wife, 
Kellogg,  Widow  K.'s  daughter, 
Knuwltoii,  Benjamin  and  wife, 

Miriam, 
Lamb,  Ilulda, 

Lombard,  Mrs.  Ebenezer  and  daughter, 
Marslifield's  negro  servant  Dinah, 
Miller,  Mrs.  John, 

'-        John,  Jr., 
Mirrick,  Mrs.  Capt., 
Morgan,  Ebenezer, 
Munn,  Nathaniel  and  two  daughters, 

'*        Nathaniel.  Jr., 
Parsons.  Aaron, 

Widow  Abigail, 

"         Mrs.  Daniel, 

"         Mrs.  Daniel,  Jr., 
Pierce,  Jonathan, 

Pynchon,  Mrs.  ('ol.  William  and  daugh- 
ter, 
Sanderson,  William, 
Sikes,  Mrs.  Benjamin, 

••     Increase, 

••     Mrs.  Increase,  Jr., 

"■     Samuel,  Jr., 

•'     Widow  Thankful, 
Smith.  Simon, 


Stebbins,  Ebenezer, 
John,  Jr., 
Joseph, 
"         Mrs.  Joseph, 
Thomas, 
Stevinson,  Mrs.  Jonathan, 
Taylor,  Elizabeth, 
Thomas,  Sarah, 
Vanhorn,  Elizabeth, 
Warner,  Mary, 

Samuel,  wife  and  daughter, 
Sarah, 
Warriner,  Mrs.  Benjamin, 
David, 

Mrs.  Ebenezer, 
Elizabeth, 
'  Joseph  and  daughter, 

Martha, 
*'  Marv, 

William  and  wife, 
Webb,  Cornelius  and  wife. 
White,  Mrs.  (widow)  and  daughter, 
Williston,  Joseph  and  wife, 
Williston,  Joseph,  Jr., 
Worthington,  John  and  wife, 
Wright,  Mrs.  Henry. 
*'         Mrs.  Henry,  Jr. 


Waiviuj^  the  names  of  the  dead,  and  of  those  who  had  withdrawn 
from  the  church,  less  than  sixty  were  church-members.  Thus,  much 
less  than  half  the  land-owners  on  the  east  side  were  in  full  communion, 
and  they,  too,  not  including  the  most  important  names  in  the  com- 
munity. Men  held  office  here  who  were  not  church-members  in  full 
communion,  and  these  long  lists  we  will  be  justified  in  transcribing, 
if  it  illustrates  more  fully  the  change  that  had  come  over  the  spirit  of 
Springfield's  dreams.     The  Pynchons  and  the  Glovers  were  not  i*ep- 
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resented  on  the  male  side,  and  even  the  wife  of  the  minister,  Eunice 
Breck,  daughter  of  tlie  previous  minister,  as  well  as  her  mother,  were 
not  members.  Some  of  the  best  people  in  the  community  neglected 
to  take  the  coven  nut. 

But  how  had  the  status  of  the  freeman  changed  during  these  years? 
lu  the  Ix'giuuing,  as  has  lK»en  said,  no  one  in  Massachusetts  could  be 
made  a  freeman  but  chuix*h-membei-s.  It  was  onlered  (lf>34)  that 
the  General  Court,  only,  should  have  i>ower  to  admit  freemen.  This 
was  followed  up  the  next  year  bj-  a  vote  prohibiting  any  but  freemen 
voting  in  any  town  on  cjuestions  of  "'  aucthority  or  necessity,''  such 
as  receiving  inhabitants,  and  laying  out  lots,  etc.  There  would 
seem  to  l>e  an  implied  right  or  privilege  of  voting  on  lesser  matters. 
Thus  a  mendn^r  of  a  training-band  could  vote  for  the  officers,  although 
not  a  freeman,  pro\ide<l  he  had  Uiken  the  resident's  oath,  and  balloted 
for  f  reeracMi  only.  The  churches  were  warned  to  deal  with  those  who 
were  not  incline<l  to  l)ecome  freemen,  and  this  not  producing  the 
desired  effect,  the  General  Court  came  to  the  conclusion  (1G47)  that 
it  was  best  to  allow  inhabitants  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
be  eligible  to  town  oflict's,  even  though  not  freemen,  providetl  the 
fivemen  on  the  Iniard,  :us  s*'lectmen  or  townsmen,  should  still  consti- 
tute a  majority.  The  object  of  this  was  to  put  a  stop  to  the  prac- 
tice among  chureh-mfmlH'rs  of  escaping  duty  as  jurymen,  constables, 
surveyors  <jf  highways,  and  the  like,  by  refusing  to  become  freemen. 
And  to  give  iM)int  to  the  above  order  these  men  were  visited  with 
fines  if  they  refused  to  ser\'e  when  elected.  In  1G')8  it  was  oiilered 
that  regular  inhabiUiuts  alx»ve  twenty-four  years  of  age,  with  an 
estate  of  £20,  who  had  tiiken  the  oath  of  fidelity  (not  freeman's  oath), 
were  eligible  as  jurymen  and  constables,  and  could  vote  for  select- 
men, a  majorit}'  of  the  latter  to  be  freemen.  Church-meml)ership,  as 
to  the  qualification  of  freemen,  was  reaflStmed  two  years  later.  Now, 
the  question  is,  could  an  inhabitant,  not  freeman,  refrain  from  being 
a  full  communicant,  and  still  vote  in  the  prudential  affairs  of  the 
town,  under  the    above  law?     He    undoubtedly  could.     All  inhabi- 
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tants  were  coinpelkMl,  ufter  ivinaiiiing  two  months,  to  take  the  short 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  MasHachnsi»tts  jfovt'rninent,  and  there  was  no 
church- membership  requirement  in  this  oath. 

But  the  King  of  England's  attention  to  his  oWurate  New  England 
dependency  forced  the  march  of  events  as  to  religious  qualification. 
Charles  II.  wrott?  a  letter  to  the  General  Court  in  June,  1()()2,  direct- 
ing that  **  all  the  freeholders  of  C/Om]K4ent  estates,  not  vicious  in 
conversacon,  &  orthoiloxe  in  religion  (though  of  different  {K'rsua- 
sions  concerning  church  government)  may  have  their  votes  in  the 
election  of  all  officers  both  civil  and  military.**  This  forced  the 
General  Court  to  repeal  the  law  prohibiting  all  persons  but  church- 
members  from  becoming  freemen  ;  but  the  court  at  once  decreed  that 
'*  all  Englishmen**  presenting  a  certificate  from  a  minister  that  they 
were  orthodox  in  religion,  and  could  show  that  they  were  freeholders, 
paid  a  country  rate  of  t4*n  shillings,  ''or  that  they  are  in  full  com- 
munion with  some  church  amongst  us,**  and  are  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  might  be  admitUnl  freemen  by  the  General  Court  uix)n  a  majority 
vote.  This  was  evidently  a  case  where  repeal  did  not  necessarily 
repeal.  The  majority- vot«  clause  was  considered  a  reflection  uix>n 
the  king  and  the  Church  of  England. 

In  1664  men  wiio  were  fn»emen  were  allowed  to  take  the  freeman's 
oath  befon'  the  County  Con  its.  Khig  Charles  was  very  explicit  in  his 
demands  that  no  British  subject  using  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
should  be  debarred  thereby  from  full  political  pri\'ileges  und(?r  the 
charter  of  his  royal  father.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  terrible 
struggle.  The  king,  in  his  wrath,  sent  a  war  vessel,  which  reached 
Boston  harbor  in  1664,  the  first  ever  seen  in  those  waters,  and  the 
royal  commissioners  were  instructed  to  see  to  it,  that  '*  such  who 
desire  to  use  the  Booke  of  Coinon  Prayer,  may  be  pennitted  to  do  soe 
without  incurring  any  iXH»nalty,  reproach,  or  disadvantage  in  his  inter- 
est, it  being  very  scandalous  that  any  i>ersons  should  be  debarred  the 
exercise  of  his  religion  accoi-ding  to  the  lawes  &  custome  of  England, 
by  those  who,  by  the  indulgence,  have  lil>erty  left  to  be  what  profes- 
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sion  iu  religion  thev  please.  In  a  word,  that  {>ers4»ns  of  good  aivl 
honest  conversations,  who  have  lived  long  theiv,  may  enjoy  all  the 
privileges,  ecclesiastical  &  civil,  which  are  due  to  them,  &  which  are 
enjoyed  by  othei's,  as  to  choos**  &  be  chosen  in  places  of  government, 
&  the  like,  <&  that  differences  in  opinion  doe  not  lesson  their  charity 
to  each  otlier,  since  charity  is  a  fundamentall  in  religion.**  It  was  a 
dark  day  for  Massachusetts.  The  court  lost  no  time  in  resiK>nding 
that  "  The  all-knowing  Grod,  he  knows  our  greatest  ambition  is  to 
live  a  poor  and  a  quiet  life  in  a  corner  of  the  world,  witliout  offence 
to  God  or  man.  We  came  not  to  this  wilderness  ti)  seek  great  things 
to  ourself .  .  .  .  We  keep  ourselves  within  our  Iin«*,  and  meddle  iM»t 
with  matters  abroad.*'  But  what  otlds?  The  rov:d  commissioners 
had  brought  a  Church  of  England  chaplain,  and  iu  the  summer  of 
1664  the  Episcopal  8er\'ice  was  first  read  iu  Boston.  .  The  battle 
against  a  religious  qualification  had  been  won,  and  we  find  this  order 
made  October,  1<)73  :  *-  That  henct^forth  the  names  of  such  as  desire 
to  be  admitted  to  the  freedome  of  this  comon- wealth,  not  being  mem- 
bers of  churches  iu  full  communion,  shall  be  entered  w***  the  secre- 
tory, from  time  to  time,  at  the  Court  of  Election,  and  read  over 
before  the  whole  court  some  time  that  s*»ssion,  and  shall  not  be  put  to 
vot^  in  the  Court  till  the  Court  of  Election  next  foUowg.**  This 
pro\ision  was  substMpiently  repealed,  but  by  the  time  of  the  burning 
of  Springfield  the  whole  stnicture  of  a  |x>litical  coi*i)Oi*ation  foumled 
uiK)u  Puritan,  Xon-confonnist,  Calvinistic  interpret:! tions  of  the  Bible 
had  been  shaken.  Theiv  wai>  still  no  <-hance  for  a  Baptist  or 
Quaker  to  l^ecome  freemen  :  but  the  ChuixMi  of  England  was  on  the 
n)ll  of  qualifications  implied  iu  tnie  orthodoxy  which  admittixl  in- 
habitants to  freemen,  even  though  not  in  full  communion  with  any 
New  England  church.  Therefore,  between  the  natural  reaction  from 
the  New  England  discipline  among  the  **  living  saints"  and  their 
progeny,  and  the  cruder  infelicities  of  mind  in  the  common  walks  of 
life,  where  elaborate  schemes  of  religion  breed  scepticism  and  oj^en 
revolt,  the  churches  iu  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  were 
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great  sufferers.  The  period  is  the  low  ebb  of  Coiigregatioualisin,  and 
while  our  ehurcli  records  before  the  Breck  ministry  are  meagre,  the 
traces  of  the  moral  transitions  and  distractions  are  not  wanting. 

Rev.  Stephen  Williams,  a  very  remarkable  man,  was  already 
preaching  in  Longmeadow,  where  a  part  of  the  Springfield  congrega- 
tion had  gathered  ;  and  Mr.  Williams  had  a  peculiar  way  of  recording 
his  thoughts,  —  a  kind  of  a  sentimental  journal  of  a  minister,  one 
might  call  his  literary  remains.  He  gives  definite  evidence  and  form 
to  the  traditions  of  those  times.  The  low  condition  of  morals  led  to 
many  conferences  among  the  brethren,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  local 
chui'ches  at  CliicoiH*e,  Williams  was  uncompromising ;  the  moral 
landscai>e  that  he  saw  was  dismally  and  uni)icturesquely  dark.  Here 
are  his  notes  of  what  he  said  upon  that  occasion  :  — 

Facts:  Vices  abound  —  visible  and  manifest  evills  among  us  —  decay  of  y* 
power  of  godliness  —  divine  institutions  neglected  by  many  —  some  unbaptised  — 
great  multitudes  never  join  themselves  to  the  churches  of  Christ  —  low  esteem  of 
ordinances  —  strifes  and  contentions  —  extravagant  <lre8S  beyond  our  estates  and 
degree  —  family  gov*  and  instruction  neglected  —  how  many  children  ignorant 
of  the  first  rudiments  of  religion  and  vithout  civility  —  yea  and  M-ithout  instruc- 
tion in  reading  and  writing  —  intemperance,  much  drunkennesse.  tavern  haunting 
and  cheating  one  another ;  breaches  of  the  7th  commandt  and  not  to  insist  on  the 
abounding  of  atlultery,  how  amazing  does  y«  sin  of  fornication  abound,  sinful 
company  keeping,  and  M'anton  managements  which  possibly  may  be  meant  by  the 
apostle  when  he  speaks  in  Komans,  13 ;  13,  of  chambering  and  wantoness. 

Mr.  Williams  drew  up  a  "  covenant  of  reformation  *'  for  his  Long- 
meadow  people,  but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  at  this  time  (1728) 
that  Mr.  Brewer  did  the  same  for  the  first  parish. 

There  is  no  need  to  soil  this  page  by  transcripts  from  the  court 
records  of  these  days  in  support  of  the  charges  made  by  the  ministers 
as  to  the  general  demoralization,  l)ut  we  will  hasten  to  narrate  the 
outcome.  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer  died  in  1733,  and  the  event  threw 
wide  the  door  to  the  uneasy  elements  that  were  already  moving  on 
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the  waters.  A  '*  pall  or  scailT  creditable  lo  eoiiver  coffins,"  which  was 
I>rcx-iire<l  the  saiue  year  at  au  expense  of  £9  15«.,  was  probably  osed 
at  Mr.  Brewer's  funeral. 

The  spring  of  1735  oin^ned  unpropitiously  for  Springfield.  The  town 
was  closing  its  first  century,  anil  eiglity-five  years  had  elai)ded  since  the 
burning  of  William  Pynchou*s  theological  book  in  the  Boston  market- 
place. Theology  had  again  become  a  burning  issue.  If  the  l*yn- 
chon  affair  had  ended  with  almost  the  breaking  up  of  the  plantation, 
the  controversies  in  1734-36  nearly  cleft  the  first  pre<*inct  in  two. 
William  Pynchon's  d(K*trine  of  the  meritorious  price  of  man*s  redemp- 
tion was  au  attempt  of  a  philosopher  to  perfect  an  intellectual 
scheme.  The  theory  of  redemption  that  contiibuted  to  the  contniver- 
sies  of  1734-3(»  was  occjisioned  by  a  cliaritable  sentiment  as  a  possible 
elal)oratioii  of  prevailing  interpivt:itions  of  the  Bible.  Both  the  con- 
troversies, we  have  reason  to  believe,  were  a  material  part  of  the  relig- 
ious chronicles  of  the  two  eras,  they  bt»ing  the  i>egs,  Jis  it  were,  uiK>n 
which  wt*re  hung  those  garments  of  sul>stantial  religious  faith  which 
no  jH'Ople  cast  away. 

Tlie  i>eople  of  Springfield  awoke  on  the  8th  of  April,  1735,  with 
feelings  of  the  most  intense  excitement.  The  Hampshire  association 
of  ministers  had  lH*en  calUnl  to  assemble  at  Springfield  that  day  to 
cimsiiler  the  theological  vit»ws  of  Rev.  Robert  lireck,  whom  the  Fu^st 
Chuivh  desiretl  to  place  in  thr  pulpit  of  Brewer,  Glover,  and  Moxon. 
The  Ilampshiiv  divines  wcif  a  ivmarkalile  set  of  men.  The  patriarch 
was  the  veuernble  William  Williams,  of  Hatfield :  while  their  voung- 
e>t  preacluT  w:us  Jonathan  Edwanl^,  of  Northampton,  but  tliirty-two 
yi«ars  t»f  age,  an<l  vi't  even  then  making  his  giant  arm  felt  amid  the 
bn»ken  iM»luums  of  the  I*uritan  iK>lity.  There  was  also  the  famous 
Stephen  Williams,  of  I^nigmeadow,  who  had  the  spirit  of  a  Paul  in 
danger,  and  whose  1>ov1uhk1  was  made  the  sj>ort  of  Indian  warfare. 
Thriv  wen^  also  Isaac  C ha inicvy,  of  Hadley  :  Samuel  Hopkins,  of  West 
Springfiehl ;  PeU^r  Reynold^,  of  Enfield  :  EWnezer  Devotion,  of  Suf- 
firld :  William  Kaud,  of  Sunderland  :  :uk1  others. 
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The  Springfield  church  was  so  divided  over  Mr.  Breck  that  even 
families  were  in  danger  of  ruirture.  Mr.  Hreck  was  on  tlie  ground 
at  the  meeting  of  the  a^ssociatiou  ready  to  defend  himself,  and  thei-e 
was  evidence  in  abundance  prepared  by  way  of  attack. 

In  order  to  undei-stand  the  situation  at  the  April  session  it  will  be 
necessary  to  go  back  a  year  and  more.      Mr.  Breck  was  the  son  of 
Rev.  Hob(»rt  Breck,  of  Marlborough.    Bi-eck  took  the  first  honors  of  his 
class  at  Harvanl,  in  1 730,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,    lie  had  been  taken   | 
out  for  a  time  by  his  father,  probably  iK^cause  he  had  fallen  into  evil 
company.     Physically  we  have  the  tradition  of  the  Breck  family  that 
Robert  was  of  sturdy  proportion,  and  mentally  we  know  from  his  liter- 
ary' remains  that  he  was  a  deep  thinker  and  a  fearless  coutrnversialist 
who  did  not  hesitate  to  read  any  book,  ortho<lox  or  otherwise,  that 
would  clear  up  a  subject.     He  was  as  good  an  example  of   genuine 
intuitions  as  could   be  found   in  this  vallev  before  the    Revolution. 
The  two  rising  young  men  of  this  valley  —  Breck  and  Kdwanls  — 
set  at  work  at  alK>ut  the  same  time  to  examine  the  |)ortals  of  the  ortho- 
dox faith, — one  with  doubt  and  the  other  with  a  herculean  faith. 
One  held  up  the  shield  of  the  love  of  Goil,  and  the  other  brandisheil 
the  swonl  of  the  glory  of  (iod  ;  one  had  the  heart  and  the  other  the 
intellect  of  theology,  and  Iwith   felt  the  demoralization  of  Christian 
society  in  New  England.     They  and  their  respective  partisans  —  for 
that  is  the  word  to  use  —  met  in  open  combat,  and  the  results  were 
as  dramatic  as  the  inmn*diate  conflict  was  terrible.      Breck  brought 
the  religion  of  Springfield  into  the  revolutionary  period,  and  opened 
the  way  to  modern  ideas  ;  while  i)oor  Mr.  Edwards,  after  establishing 
his  metaphysical   scheme,  was  forced  to  retire  to  the   Stockbridge 
Indians  under  a  cloud.     Scholars  have  since  bowed  to  the  genius  of 
Edwards,  but  the  jK^ople  live  the  princii)les  of  Breck. 

The  parish  first  extendeil  a  unanimous  call  to  Rev.  Daniel  Hubbard, 
of  New  London.  Two  ineffectual  attemi)ts  were  made  to  secure  Mr. 
Hubbard,  William  Pynchon  and  John  Burt  going  down  first,  and  then 
Lieut.  John  Worthington  and  Tiiomas  Stebbins.     Meantime  Deacons 
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MuDQ  and  Burt  conducted  religious  services  from  time  to  time.  The 
precinct  then  tried  to  secure  Rev.  Samuel  Whittelsy,  or  Writtelsy,  of 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  and,  again  failing,  sent  Luke  Hitchcock,  Jr., 
to  Boston  in  1734. 

It  was  in  May,  1734,  that  the  first  parish  invited  the  youthful 
minister,  Robert  Brock,  to  preach  with  a  view  of  settlement :  and  his 
impetuous  oratory  and  strong  [)eriod6  made  a  deep  impression  U]>on 
the  sleepy,  cold,  worldly-minde<l  congregation.  Breck  had  p^e^iously 
preached  for  a  short  time  at  Scotland  (Windham,  Conn.,)  and  soon 
rumore  were  afioat  that  his  Connecticut  sennons  were  not  in  all 
things  according  to  the  New  England  creed.  Breck  had  a  young 
man's  penchant  for  debate  and  si)eculation,  and  in  his  sermons  he 
continually  wandered  out  of  the  beaten  path  of  exhortation  and  com- 
mentary. A  letter  was  receive<l  in  Springfield  from  Rev.  ]*lleazor 
Williams,  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  dated  August  12,  stating  that  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Clap,  of  Windham,  and  Daniel  Kirtland,  of  Norwich,  could 
furnis^  full  particulars  of  ^Ir.  Breck's  unsound  opinions.  The  church 
gave  Mr.  Breck  a  call,  however,  on  the  15th,  and  on  the  26th,  Mr. 
Breck,  being  informed  that  Mr.  Clap  was  industiiously  circulating 
rei)ort8  about  him,  wrote  a  very  spirited  letter  from  Cambridge,  in 
which  he  felt  justified  in  saying :  — 

$r.  I  took  you  always  to  be  a  (leiitlenian,  and  not  only  so.  hut  a  Christian  and 
therefore  would  if  Possible  Disbelieve  any  such  story  (arianism).  But  it  has 
come  so  often  and  so  well  confirniiHl  that  I  cant  Help  (living  my  Assent  to  it. 
And  now  what  Could  provoke  you  to  tell  such  a  falsehood  I  cant  Imagine.  I  am 
sure  I  never  gave  you  nor  any  other  occasion  to  say  this  for  me  as  God  (and  I 
can't  think  but)  your  Conscience  very  well  knows.  God  be  my  witness,  that  to 
the  best  of  my  knowle<lge  I  never  Lisped  one  single  word  in  favor  of  arianism 
during  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  at  Wendham.  (Spring  of  1734.)  And  now 
How  Intolerable  is  this.  Is  this  the  part  of  a  Christian  Gentleman  —  is  this  the 
Part  of  a  Gentleman  and  a  Christian?  If  this  is  the  part  of  a  Friend  I  Pray  to  be 
Deliver'd.  Sr,  I  Hope  you  will  think  of  the  Barbarious  treatment  you  havegivn 
to  me  and  Unspeakable  and  Irreparable  Injury  you  have  done  me.  and  that  God 
will  Grant  you  Repentance  and  Reformation  that  so  Gentlemen  may  meet  with 
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Civil  treatment  who  will  hereafter  come  among  yon.  Sr,  Jixcuse  anything  of 
warmth  and  Passion  in  this  Letter  and  Consider  that  a  Persons  Character  is 
dearer  to  him  than  it  is  to  anyhody  else. 

Mr.  Breck  soon  after  this  visited  Springfield,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
West  Springfield,  detailed  to  bini,  at  the  request  of  the  Hanipsiiire 
ministers,  the  impression  caused  by  Mr.  Clap*s  charges,  and  added, 
that  it  was  expected  of  him  to  bring  a  certificate  of  orthodox  character 
from  both  Kirtland  and  (^lap.  This  was  Sei)teniber  7,  and  about 
three  weeks  later  Mr.  Breck  made  the  journey  to  Windham  and  met 
his  accuser.  The  meeting  may  be  described  as  stonny,  and  the  young 
man  returned  without  an  endorsement.  This  put  a  very  serious  as- 
pect on  the  affair,  and  a  majority  of  tlie  parish  were  much  disap- 
I>ointed.  The  Hampshire  ministers  seeing  that  the  church  was  bent 
upon  settling  Breck,  secured  from  Messrs.  Clap,  Kirtland,  and  others 
written  statements  as  to  what  Breck  had  said  in  his  sermons  and  con- 
versations while  in  Connecticut.  The  main  points  of  the  charges  are  : 
P^'irst,  his  denial  of  the  authcuiticity  of  sundry  passages  of  Scripture, 
like  1  John  v.  7,  "  the  Father,  tlie  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ohost,"  and 
John  viii.,  concerning  the  woman  tak(>n  in  adultery  ;  second,  that  he 
*' denied  the  necessity  of  Christ's  Satisfaction  to  Divine  Justice  for 
Sin  ;"  thirtl,  he  pi-eached '*  That  the  Heathen  that  liv'd  up  to  the 
Light  of  Nature  sliould  be  Saved  ;  "  that  Christ  might  be  immediately 
revealed  to  them,  or  they  might  be  saved  some  other  way  ;  that  the 
"'contrary  was  a  harsh  Doctrine;"  fourtli,  sundry  misdemeanors, 
like  *'  stealing  Books  while  he  was  at  College  ; "  and,  finally,  that  he 
hatl  never  read  the  New  Kngland  Confession  of  Faith.  When  con- 
fronted by  the  documents,  Mr.  Breck  told  the  Hampshire  ministers 
that  he  would  accept  the  call  if  the  people  stood  by  him,  and  as  for 
tht?  refusal  of  the  ministers  to  ordain  him,  he  produced  the  greatest 
consternation  by  promptly  remarking  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  represented 
the  association,  •*  I  don't  can;  for  that ;  if  one  will  not,  another  will." 
'I'lie  ministers  then  circulated  the  documentary  evidence  against  Breck 
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among  the  congregatiou,  and  the  result  was  that  the  young  man  re- 
turned  to  the  Bay,  liaving  conehided  to  withdraw  from  the  contest. 
But  there  soon  came  a  i-eaction,  and  on  Xovember,  1734,  the  first  pre- 
cinct voted  to  apix)mt  Jonathan  Chapin,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  and 
Thomas  Stebbins,  a  eonimittt*e  to  find  out  jis  to  *-  Mr.  Breck's  Removal 
from  us,  it  being  commonly  ReiK>rted  that  some  Persons  of  Note  have 
indeavoured  to  obstruct  his  settlement  here  by  Wrightings  Lodge<l 
in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  Neighbouring  ministers.*'  This  com- 
mittee examined  the  Connecticut  documents,  and  upon  application 
to  the  association  for  advice,  William  Williams,  Isaac  Chauncey, 
Jonathan  Fxlwards,  Stephen  Williams,  Sanmel  Hopkins,  and  Peter 
Reynolds  signed  a  paper  recommending  the  people  of  Springfield 
to  make  no  further  application  to  Breck.  The  renewal  of  the  fight 
brought  Breck  on  the  scene  again.  He  did  not  minc*e  matters  when 
he  wrote  to  William  Pynchon  that  Mr.  Clap  had  lied,  and  that 
the  word  of  Huntington  (selectman  of  Windham)  could  not  be  taken 
for  a  groat  by  his  neighboi*s.  The  church  was  now  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  they  ought  to  settle  Breck,  as  the  following  n^cord 
shows  :  — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  FreelioMers  ami  other  Inhabitants  assembled  according  to 
Law  Continiie<l  by  several  adjournments  from  December  Dth,  17.*U  To  Januarr 
Ist,  17:U-5. 

1  voted  to  ask  Breck  to  preach  with  view  of  .setth*ment. 

2  voted  to  send  John  Burt  and  Benj.  Morgan  to  C'andiridge  to  consult  as  to  a 

minister. 

These  two  votes  represented  the  sentiments  of  the  Breck  and  anti- 
Breck  factious.  In  an  account  of  these  troubles,  prepared  a  year  or 
two  later,  the  ministers  sai<l  that  '*  There  were  rei)orts  handed  about 
Town  that  Mr.  Kirtlaud  was  not  to  be  minded  ;  that  Mr.  Clap  lied  in 
what  he  wrote  ;  that  hi*  was  liable  to  a  severe  Prosecution  for  what  he 
had  done  ;  that  he  dare  as  well  eat  his  fingei^s  as  to  come  to  Spring- 
field to  defend  it :  that  Mr.  lluntimrton  was  a  Man  of  a  verv  ill  Char- 
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aeter ;  And  a  great  many  other  such  reports.  .  .  .  Wheu  one  Story 
of  this  Nature  was  worn  out,  another  of  the  same  Kind  was  set  on 
Foot,  as  that  Mr.  Clap  wroU*  Mr.  Huntington's  Evidence  for  him ; 
that  he  wrote  what  he  pleased,  and  that  Mr.  Huntington  knew  not 
what  was  in  it,  and  so  on.  And  there  is  too  much  Reason  to  think 
that  Mr.  Breck  was  the  Author  of  those  ill  Reports.'* 

No  more  need  be  (quoted  to  show  the  animus  of  all  parties.  If  men 
like  Mr.  Edwards  and  Stei)lien  Williams  would  put  themselves  on 
record  as  above,  the  feeling  nuist  have  been  deep  indeed.  The  next 
sU'p  of  the  Hampshire  ministers  was  to  secure  evidence  as  to  Mr. 
Huntington's  reliability  and  Mr.  Clap's  impartiality  ;  for  Clap,  who  it 
w^iJl  be  remembered  afterward  became  president  of  Vale  College,  was 
noted  for  his  intense  denunciations  of  theological  error.  To  show 
how  Clap  fortified  himself  we  give  this  long  extract  from  the  atlidavit 
of  Samuel  Manning,  dated  Windham,  March  12,  IT.J."):  — 

Sam^'  Manning  testifieth  and  Saith  that  ort  yc  Sabath  day  ensuing  after  ye 
Revr'*  Mr  Clap  preached  at  Scotland  it  being  ye  Sabatli  before  our  people  here 
gave  your  Mr.  Breck  a  call.  Joshua  Kazel  sind  Sam''  Cook  and  I  desired  Mr. 
Clap  to  goe  into  Jacob  Libbe;^  litle  room  to  ask  his  judgment  about  Mr.  Brecks 
principles  and  accordingly  we  did  ask  him.  And  Mr.  Clap  sat  silent  some  time 
4ic  said  nothing  and  ui)on  our  asking  him  to  speak  Mr.  Clap  said  that  Mr.  Breck 
was  a  stranger  to  him  and  he  could  not  readily  make  a  judgment  about  him ;  then 
he  was  askeil  whether  he  luul  ttilked  with  him  aboute  his  denying  some  part  of  ye 
scripture,  he  said  yes.  then  he  was  asked  what  Mr.  Breck  said :  Mr.  Chip 
ansM'ered  that  he  did  not  think  it  convenient  at  present  to  declare  espetially  since 
they  had  not  talked  so  much  as  to  enal>le  liim  to  make  a  clear  judgment.  Some 
of  us  urged  Mr.  Clap  several  times  but  he  said  very  little,  and  after  some  time 
one  of  us  said  that  he  thought  that  Mr.  Clap  had  luul  time  long  enough  to  talk 
•with  Mr.  Breck  and  wondered  he  could  not  know  what  his  principals  were  yet. 
Mr.  Clap  said  it  was  not  always  so  easie  a  thing  to  know  what  a  mans  ])rincipals 
are  as  some  might  imagine. 

After  a  little  pause  some  of  us  proposed  to  call  ye  committee  of  the  associa- 
tion together  to  examine  Mr.  Breck  about  his  principals  before  the  meeting :  Mr 
Clap  said  it  was  an  unusual  thing  to  call  the   committee  of  the  association  to 
examine  a  man  so  u])on  a  sudden,  and  we  might  depend  upon  it  that  the  associa- 
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tion  would  know  his  principals  before  they  onlained  him.  This  was  the  substance 
of  ye  discourse  aboute  Mr.  Brecks  principals  according  to  the  best  of  my  remem- 
brance, and  i  knoM-  i  took  it  to  ye  same  effect :  and  though  Mr.  Clap  seemed  rery 
loth  to  say  anything  about  Mr.  Brecks  l*rincipal  and  did  not  gire  any  certain 
judgment  upon  them,  yet  i  was  then  fully  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Clap  did  suspect 
that  Mr.  Breck  was  something  erronious,  and  as  I  went  home  w'  my  neighbour 
Silsby  to  the  bent  of  my  remembrance  i  told  him  i  did  believe  Mr.  Clap  was  sus- 
pctious  of  him  and  i  think  he  answered  he  did  not  know  but  he  might.  The  next 
day  i  was  at  Joshua  I^Azel  and  he  asked  me  what  i  thought  of  these  story s.  i  told 
him  i  did  not  know,  they  might  be  true  and  they  might  not :  i  was  more  con- 
sarned  about  his  principals  than  about  those  storys :  he  answered  so  was  he  more 
consarned  aboute  his  principals,  and  for  my  own  part  i  was  so  much  conaamed 
aboute  his  principals  that  i  doubted  whether  i  should  be  in  my  way  to  voate  for 
him  l>ut  on  this  consideration  that  he  would  be  examined  by  the  ministers: 
accordingly  i  did  voatc  for  him ;  and  M'hereas  i  have  heard  that  the  above  sd  Lazel 
and  Cook  have  said  that  on  the  conferanc^e  aforestl  Mr.  Clap  said  he  did  not  know 
but  yt  Mr.  Brecks  principals  were  as  bright  as  any  mans  i  do  hereby  declare  y*  i 
did  not  hear  any  such  words  or  anything  that  tended  that  way.  ...  I  know 
when  Mr.  Breck  preaclied  here  in  Scotland  severial  of  our  people  were  consame*! 
aboute  his  principals  boath  by  his  preaching  and  in  his  private  converse. 

Mr.  lireck,  in  the  face  of  all  this  hostility,  wrote  Clap  a  v<»ry  con- 
siderate X^iX^v  referring  to  his  habit  of  free  discussion,  acknowledging 
that  he  was  too  "  inconsiderate  and  incautious  in  s|)eaking  "  and  ask- 
ing 'K'hristian  forgiveness.**  This  letter  Clap  usc*d  to  increase  the 
prejudice  against  Breck,  since  he  showed  it  to  Breck's  enemies,  and 
prepared  more  documentary  evidence  against  his  character  as  a  min- 
ister. 

Thus  matters  stood  when  the  Hampshire  association  met  on  the 
8th  of  April,  173;),  referred  to  earlier  in  this  chapter.  The  first 
precinct  had  appointed  William  Pynchon,  Joseph  Williston,  and  Mr. 
Worthington,  of  th(*  dissatisfied  party,  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
association  and  to  get  what  information  they  could  about  the  Breck 
controversy,  and  Pynchon  appc^ared  in  person  before  the  meeting. 
The  excitement  was  intense.  Mr.  Breck  himself  was  on  hand,  and 
as  both  the  association  and  Mr.  Breck  had  asked  Mr.  Clap  and  Mr. 
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Kirtlaiid  to  be  present,  tht»re  was  every  prospect  that  all  the  parties 
to  the  controversy  would  meet  face  to  face.  But  Connecticut  sent 
documentary  evidence  only.  This  was  a  sore  disappointment,  and  it 
was  only  through  the  importuning  of  the  young  minister  himself  that 
the  association  niaiie  any  investigation  at  all  at  that  time.  The  action 
of  Mr.  Clap  sending  up  papers  testifying  to  his  desire  not  to  harm 
Brecrk,  and  at  the  same  time  refusing  to  accept  Breck's  explanations, 
eonfirm(Hl  the  admiration  and  sympathy  which  the  majority  of  the 
parish  had  for  the  young  man.  Mr.  Breck  was  ready  with  his 
defence,  which  he  submitti!d  in  writing.  After  referring  to  the  charges 
sent  by  Mr.  Clap  to  Mr.  Hopkins  and  communicated  to  the  associa- 
tion, and  explaining  that  he  was  a  young  student  in  di^nnity  while 
at  Windham,  he  said  :  — 

I  tho*t  it  not  an  unprofitable  M-ay  of  spending  time  in  discoursing  upon  some 
of  the  (loutroverted  points  in  divinity  .  .  .  The  first  thing  wh  Mr.  Clap 
mentions  is  my  Denying  some  part  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  to  be  of  Divine 
authority.  To  which  I  answer  that  while  I  live«l  at  Windham  I  Head  Jones 
upon  the  Canon  of  the  Scripture,  who  seems  to  Disbelieve  the  Divine  authority 
of  those  texts  which  Mr.  Clap  mentions  .  .  .  But  this  I  can  truly  say,  that  it 
never  was  my  settled  opinion  that  those  texts  were  not  of  Divine  origine  .  .  . 
I  was  saying  to  Mr.  Clap  (conversation  as  to  divine  authority  of  the  texts  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Breck)  that  I  thought  that  there  was  just  cause  of  <loubt  whether 
these  texts  were  given  by  Divine  Ins])iration  or  not.  Mr.  Clap  replie«l  that  the 
case  was  not  doubtfull,  for  (says  he)  (iod  is  obliged  in  his  Providence  to  keep 
the  Scripture  Pure  &  unconrupt,  except  that  he  gives  us  sufficient  Proof  of  the 
Corruption  of  it.  To  which  I  Keplied  that  that  argument  would  never  convince 
an  Infidel,  for  (says  I)  no  man  would  disbelieve  the  Divine  .\uthority  of  any  par- 
ticular Part  of  the  Scriptures  if  he  did  not  think  he  had  sufficient  evidence  that  it 
was  an  interpolation.  Upon  which  Mr.  Clap  made  some  stop,  as  if  he  did  not 
understand  me.  Whereupon  I  said  that  God  ha<l  in  his  Providence  given  us 
sufficient  Reason  to  think  that  t-hese  places  are  Interpolations  and  not  of  Divine 
Inspiration.  Now,  gentlemen  you  may  see  that  these  words  were  used  in  onler 
to  show  Mr.  Clap  that  the  argument  which  he  nuule  use  of  was  insufficient  to 
prove  that  the  Divine  authority  of  these  texts  were  not  D«)ubtfull  .  .  .  The 
second  thing   which  Mr.  Clap  objects   is  my  Denying  the  necessity  of  Christ's 
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satisfaction  to  Divine  Justice.  To  whicli  I  Ut'ply  that  I  always  ilid  believe  that 
(iod  could  not  consistent  Mith  his  own  (llory,  have  forgiven  sin  without  satisfac- 
tion. When  I  said  that  I  believed  that  he  was  not  obliged  in  Justice  to  Require 
satisfaction  for  sin,  I  meant  nothing  more  than  that  God  would  not  have  done  any 
Injustice  to  liis  Creatures  if  he  lm<l  forgiven  sin  without  any  satisfaction.  This 
I  told  Mr.  Clap  diverse  Times  when  we  were  disputing  upon  this  Head  .  .  . 
The  next  thing  Mr.  Clap  mentions  is  ray  Preaching  once  that  the  Heathen  that 
liv'd  up  to  the  Light  of  nature  should  be  saved,  and  that  Christ  should  either  be 
Imraediately  Revealed  to  them,  or  they  should  be  saved  some  other  way.  The 
words  which  Mr.  Clap  refers  to  are  as  follows.  After  I  had  expressed  my  hopi^s 
that  the  Heathen  would  not  all  of  them  be  damno<l,  I  said  I  Rather  chose  to 
think  that  if  any  of  the  Heathen  used  their  best  endeavours  to  get  Light  & 
Knowledge,  and  lived  up  to  the  Light  &  Knowledge  M^hich  they  have,  that  Go<l 
will  either  Immediately  Reveal  Christ  to  them  or  save  them  some  other  wav. 
Now,  Gentlemen  I  never  had  a  thought  that  the  Heathens  doing  wliat  they  coultl 
would  Intitle  them  to  salvation.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  Imagine  any  such  thing. 
But  I  thouglit  it  more  likely  that  sich  an  one  would  be  saved  than  a  Heathen  who 
lived  a  vicious  Life,  &  therefore  I  mentioned  those  who  used  their  best  endeav- 
ours to  gett  Light  &  liv'd  up  to  the  Light  &  Knowledge  which  they  had.  And 
as  to  that  other  way  which  I  spoke  t)f,  wherein  the  Heathen  might  be  savM  than 
by  Immediate  Revelation  of  Christ  to  them,  I  did  not  mean  (as  Mr.  Clap  would 
have  it)  that  any  of  them  would  be  sav'd  without  Faith  In  Christ,  but  the  way  1 
thought  of  was  that  of  (Jod's  spiriting  some  Christians  to  go  amongst  them,  or 
else  moving  them  to  go  into  some  Christian  countries,  where  they  might  come  to 
the  Knowledge  of  Christ  in  another  way  than  by  Immediate  Kevelation.  This 
Gentlemen  I  Imagine  is  the  most  easie  way  &  natural  construction  that  can 
possibly  be  put  upon  my  words.  And  tliis  I  told  Mr.  Clap  once  &  again  was  my 
meaning  in  the  time  of  it  ...  I  acknowledge,  indeed,  that  I  was  not  so  fully 
settlwl  &  established  in  this  Faith,  as  also  in  some  others,  when  I  preached  at 
Scotland,  but  this  I  can  truly  say  that  I  never  did  Believe  that  Faith  was  not 
necessary  to  salvation. 


The  rest  of  the  letter  is  taken  up  with  a  charge  of  stealing  books, 
and  his  expulsion  from  college  in  consequt'uce.  He  denies  the  expul- 
sion, but  says:  *'  I  said  (to  Mr.  Clap)  with  tears  in  my  eyes  that  I 
\vm\  nothing  to  say  in  Justification  of  my  conduct,  that  I  went  to 
College  vei-y  young,  and  fell  into  bad  company  *fe  that  my  Couversa- 
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tioii  tliere  was  not  such  as  it  ouglit  to  have  Iwen  and  that  I  hoiKHi 
that  Gcxl  hatl  given  me  a  Light  and  sense  of  my  sins,  and  that  I  was 
Truly  humble  \x\yo\\  the  account  of  them.  But  says  I,  there  never 
did  any  such  Crime  as  you  have  mentioned  appear  against  me  at 
College." 

Mr.  Breck  reail  this  defence  himself,  and  was  submitted  to  :i  sharp 
cross-exam  i  nut  ion  by  various  meml)ers  of  the  association,  and  they 
were  unable  to  make  him  withdraw  the  charge  that  Clap  had  lied 
alx>ut  him.  While  he  was  willing  to  ask  forgiveness  for  over-heat  in 
ix>lemical  discussions,  he  refuse<l  to  yield  an  inch  to  Mr.  Clap  and  his 
charge  of  alleged  heresy.  Mr.  Breck  then  turned  on  the  association, 
probably  with  the  imix^tuosity  of  youth,  and  demanded  that  they  ex- 
amine him  themselves,  and  find  whether  he  was  orthodox  or  not.  A 
majority  of  the  association  refused  so  to  do  until  Mr.  Clap's  charges 
had  been  disproved.  Thf)se  who  voted  in  favor  of  an  examination 
were  Rev.  Messrs.  Chauncey,  Devotion,  and  Rand.  The  association 
informed  the  first  parish  that  they  were  not  able  to  obtain  ''  full 
satisfaction  "  as  to  Mr.  Breck's  case,  and  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittee of  investigation  :  William  Williams,  moderator  ;  Mr.  Chaun- 
cey, Mr.  Devotion,  Stephen  Williams,  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Bull,  and 
Jonathan  txlwards.  Mr.  Breck's  enemies  had  a  majority  of  the 
committee,  and  he  refused  to  appear  before  it.  A  church  and  pre- 
cinct meeting  was  called  for  the  24th  of  April,  and  in  spite  of  several 
protestations  from  the  ministi'rs,  they  gave  Mr.  Breck  a  call,  offer- 
ing him  £200  as  a  settlement,  and  promising  to  build  him  a  house 
within  four  years.  He  did  not  accept  until  the  latter  part  of  July. 
In  his  letter  he  refers  to  the  divisions  in  the  church,  and  to  the  neigh- 
boring ministers,  some  of  whom  were,  he  thought,  *'  industrious  '* 
against  hun.  '*  Let  it  lx»  our  L^nited  Pi'ayers  and  Endeavors,"  he 
ad<1s,  '*  that  both  you  and  1  may  be  under  the  Divine  Conduct  and 
Direction,  that  my  settlement  may  be  made  happy  amongst  you."  On 
this  very  day  the  church  made  aiTangements  for  the  ordination,  the 
ministers  chosen  for  the  council  being  Williams,  of  Hatfield,   Mr. 
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Chaimwy,  Mr.  Devotion,  and  Mv.  Rand.  John  Unit  was  diivtted  to 
go  to  Boston  fur  otbei*  uiiDistore  to  iissist  at  tlio  uiilination.  Ou  tlie  4th 
day  of  August,  also,  3Ir.  Worthiugton,  Heuiy  Chaiiiu,  Joseph  Asli- 
ley,  and  Simon  Smith  signed  a  paper  protesting  against  the  act  of 
the  churt-h  giving  Mr.  Breck  a  call,  "contrary  to  the  advU-e  of  j' 
Ministers  io  v*  Connty.''  The  paper  was  read  at  this  meeting  of  the 
chui-cb,  hut  the  •'  church  Refused  a  vote  to  Call  or  cancel  "  tl)c 
engagement  with  ^Ir.  Breck.  Three  days  later  William  AVillioiiis, 
Stephen  Williams,  Samuel  Hopkins,  and  Jonathan  Edwards  wrote  a 
letter  to  Col.  John  Pynchou  and  the  dissatislied  members  of  the 
church,  in  which  tiiey  said  that  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  first 
step  should  be  the  examination  of  the  charges  against  Breck,  by  a 
committee  of  the  association,  which  latter  body,  the  writers  inaiu- 
tained,  was  ''y*  only  proper  Judge  of  the  Case."  "But,"  tbey 
coutinuetl,  "if  your  Xeigbboui-s  drive  on  an  ordination  speedily, 
we  judge  it  to  be  your  duty  to  euter  your  disserit,  and  give  your 
reasons  for  so  doing,  and  supjtort  them  by  all  y'  evidence  yon  can 
obtain  in  y'euse." 


CHAFIEH    XII. 

178r)-17Gl. 

The  Breck  Controversv  continued. — Jouutbuu  EdwawU's  Position.  —  The  Ordiuatiou 
Council  meets  at  Sprinj^rfieUl.  —  Breck's  Confession  of  Faith.  —  His  Airest  and  Ac- 
quittal.—An  ApjK^al  to  the  General  Court.  —  Breck  finally  settled  over  the  Fii*st 
Church.  —  Whitefield.  —  Great  Revivals.  —  Changes  in  Church  Rules.  —  Increased 
Church-Membership.  —  Springfield  Mountains.  —  Chicopee.  —  The  Thii*d  Meetinp- 
ITouse.  —  Schools.  —  I^os.s  of  Life  at  I^ouisburg.  —  The  Hobbs  Fight.  —  Crowu 
Point.  —  Agawam.  —  Death  of  Col.  William  Pynchon  and  of  Dea.  Henry  Burt. 

August  14,  1735,  is  another  important  date  in  the  history  of  the 
Breck  controversy.    The  Hampshire  county  ministers,  who  were  com- 

• 

pletely  taken  aback  by  the  rebellious  course  of  the  Springfield  church, 
gathered  in  fonnal  meeting  at  Hatfield,  and  Stephen  Williams  wrote 
to  the  Springfield  dissatisfied,  advising  that  a  prudent  person  be  sent 
to  Rev.  Mr.  Clap  to  secure  all  the  evidence  possible.  The  subjoined 
letter  was  also  sent  to  the  enemies  of  Breck  at  Springfield  the  same 
<lay :  — 

Gkntlemen 

We  have  reed  yours  and  y^  enclose  Copy  of  your  declaration  to  Mr.  Breck 
which  M'e  look  upon  to  be  very  reasonable  &  Just  and  which  in  concern  for  y** 
honour  of  God  &  y^  mlnistery  ought  to  he  done,  and  we  account  it  preposterous 
for  y-  Church  of  Springfield  to  call  him  or  for  him  to  accept  a  call  to  y**  ministry 
before  y'  matters  objected  against  him  had  been  duly  Inquired  into  &  he  had 
obtained  a  due  vindication,  and  to  proceed  i\»  the  church  &  Mr.  Breck  have  done 
&  M-e  hear  are  about  to  do.  seems  to  be,  after  vows  to  make  Inquiry,  and  we 
cannot  but  testify  against  it  as  an  Irregular  &  disorderly  proceeding  &  we  cannot 
in  Conscience  concur  in  such  an  ordination  and  must  say  that  Mr.  Breck's  con- 
duct in  this  affair  is  very  Surprising  to  us.  We  are  free  to  declare  before  God 
&  y**  World  that  according  to  our  best  Judgment  in  all  the  adWce  we  have  given 
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in  the  affair  we  have  acted  in  faithfulness  to  Springfd  &  from  no  Prejudice 
against  Mr.  Breek  and  think  we  have  reason  to  resent  the  reflections  that 
have  been  cast  upon  us  as  persons  prepossetl  &  prejudicd  &c.  but  we  are  willinj; 
to  bind  it  as  a  Crown  to  us  knowing  in  whose  cause  we  suffer  it.  We  can 
hardly  think  any  number  of  Ministers  will  be  found  to  serve  the  Scheera  of 
Springfd.  &  Mr.  Breck  and  impose  a  Pastor  upon  our  association  without  our 
consent,  but  if  they  desire  some  other  Ministers  to  be  joyned  with  us  in  hearing 
y^  Cause  &  Mr.  Claj)  &  others  be  duly  notified  Some  Convenient  time  before  an 
ordination  be  concluded  on  it  is  what  we  have  been  willing  to  Concur  with. 

We  subscribe  your  loving  friends  wishing  y'  Peace  of  your  Parish  &  y* 
Prosperity  of  religion  among  you. 

Wm.  Williams 
Sam"*  Hoi'Ivix8 
Jonathan  Edwarhr 
N.  Bull 
Hatkiklh,  Aug'  1+  173.5. 

Still  a  third  letter  was  sent  from  Hatfiekl  before  they  adjourned. 
It  was  a  private  eomimiiiication,  directed  to  *'  Capt.  W"*  Pynchon 
Jun.  att  Springfeild."  They  express  willingness  to  act,  "  But,"  they 
say,-''  if  you  expect  y*  y*  Ministers  of  y'  County  sho**  do  anything 
for  you  we  apprehend  y*  it  is  proper  «&  most  likely  to  be  serviceable, 
if  your  Company  shod  call  the  Association  together  to  Springfield  & 
send  for  Mr.  Kirtland,  Clap  &  such  others  as  they  shall  think  needfull 
to  bring  with  'em  to  be  present  at  y*"  meeting  of  y*  Association,  some 
suitable  time  before  y**  intended  ordination  comes  on,  &  if  you  sho<l 
by  letter  sul>scribed  by  your  whole  number  to  y''  Moderator  of  y' 
Association,  (fall  y''  Association  together,  care  shall  be  taken  to  in- 
fonu  Mr.  Hreck  &  desire  his  appearance.  —  We  think  it  proper  y' 
your  party  sho**  show  y'  letter  we  send  Vm  to  Mr.  Breck  &  his 
adherents  &  let  'em  know  your  design  of  calling  y*  Association  &. 
if  they  please  to  Joyne  two  or  three  unexceptionable  Gentlemen  to 
y'  Association,  we  have  nothing  against  it.  Please  to  keep  this  let- 
ter wholly  to  yourself.     Your  hearty  friends.'* 

Encouraged  l)y  the  messages  from  Hatfield,  Mr.  Breck's  opponents 
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made  another  appeal  to  Messrs.  Clap  aud  Kirtland  to  come  to 
Springfield.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Hatfield,  meantime  declined  to  assist 
at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Brock  in  a  letter  to  Deacon  Munn,  in  which 
he  said  :  — 

I  cannot  see  it  my  way  to  comply  with  yonr  tleaire  or  to  Comnnmicate  it  to 
our  Chh,  not  being  sutlsfieil  as  to  y*-'  regularity  of  your  proceedings  In  your  in- 
vitation of  Mr.  Breok  or  of  his  acceptance  of  a  call  from  you ;  it  being  contrary 
to  y*  advice  given  yon  by  y^  association  of  ministers  at  Springfield  in  April  last, 
y*  there  should  be  first  a  regular  hearing  of  y*-*  matters  objected  against  Mr.  B.  pre- 
veous  to  it.  which  I  then  tho't  y**  honour  of  Christ  and  of  y*"  ministry  and  y« 
peace  of  your  C'hh  required,  and  1  continue  still  to  think  so,  therefore  ajjprehend 
it  rather  a  duty  to  bare  a  testimony  against  it  than  to  approve  it. 

On  the  lOth  of  September  the  dissatisfied  wrote  Mr.  Williams  that 
they  were  still  desirous  of  having  the  Hampshire  association  meet  at 
Springfield  a  week  before  the  proposed  ordination.  Hut  they  were 
persuaded  that  a  "council  of  Churches  to  hear  the  affair  by  Both 
Parties  "  could  not  be  obtained  ;  **  for,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Church 
when  they  application  to  Gentr  to  assist  in  ordaining  Mr.  Breck 
twas  moved  by  the  Dissatisfied  Party  that  a  Council  might  be  had  on 
y*  affair  but  Deny"^  So  that  we  are  fully  Persuaded  no  other  meas- 
ures will  at  Present  be  Complyd  with  than  what  is  of  theii*  own  De- 
vising. As  to  the  Revd  Mr.  Clap's  «&c  being  here  we  shall  take  care 
to  Desire  their  attendance  at  y*  association  if  convened."  A  week 
later  Mr.  Williams  replied  in  a  letter  to  Col.  John  Pynchon,  as 
follows :  — 

H<*N*'»:  Sr. 

Upon  the  Consideration  of  yrs  of  Sept"^  10th  wherein  you  desird  a  meeting  of 
y**  Association  at  Springfield  y*^  M-eek  after  next.  It  hath  seemed  to  me  to  be  im- 
practicable &  also  likely  to  be  unprofitable,  we  not  being  desired  by  the  Church 
&  Mr.  Breck.  It's  questionable  whether  they  will  referr  the  Case  to  those  that 
shall  convene  or  will  regard  our  .Judgment.  I  had  tho't  it  would  be  best  for  the 
Association  to  meet  at  Deerfield  according  to  aiipointnient.  only  a  week  sooner, 
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which  is  y*^  time  you  propose,  and  that  Mr.  Chip  &  others  &  as  inauy  of  yrselvfs 
as  you  think  fit  woulil  meet  the  Association  there.  But  having  rec**.  last  nijjht  a 
Letter  suhscribed  l>y  some  Ministers  of  Boston,  viz  :  Messrs.  Coo^wr,  Welstead, 
Gee  &  Matlier,  which  are  the  psons  your  Church  ui>on  Mr.  Brecks  motion  we 
hear,  have  sent  to,  wlierein  tliey  thus  express  themselves  to  me  — 

SIR.  the  design  of  this  Letter  is  to  make  this  motion  &  Request,  tliat  y*" 
Association  meeting  Mliich  was  to  he  at  Deerfeild  that  Day  (viz.  y*  Day 
set  for  y*^  ordination)  may  be  ordered  at  Springfeild  on  Thursday  y  2tl 
of  Oct.  by  which  time  we  hope  by  the  will  of  God  to  be  up  there. 

1  suppose  the  church  are  a])praised  of  this  purpose  of  theirs  and  if  ujion  this 
motion  of  theirs  they  are  willing  to  referr  the  whole  affair  to  the  Judgem*  of  the 
Association  together  with  the  Kev^  Kldrs  aforementioned,  —  I  shall  be  Milling  to 
come  &  shall  do  what  I  can  to  obtain  the  presence  of  the  other  Associated  Pas- 
tors. But  if  they  refuse  this  and  woulil  allow  us  to  come  as  Spectators  only  or 
barely  to  give  Information  of  our  proceedings  in  y*-  Case,  I  cant  think  it  best  to 
come  or  to  desire  myself  to  come.  I  desire  you  wouM  inform  y^selves  whether 
they  will  comply  with  the  above  written  and  let  me  hear  fro  you  as  soon  as  may 
be  convenient. 

J 

The  Comiecticut  association  of  ministers,  with  which  Mr.  Clap  was 

connected,  was  also  preparing  a  battery  to  discharge  at  the  douglity 

yonng  minister,  as  appears  from  this  letter  sent  by  Clap  to  William 

Pvnchon  on  the  same  day  :  — 

Sr. 

1  received  a  Letter  Signed  l)y  you  and  Mr.  Cooley  Datetl  Aug.  22d  1735  asking 
me  to  send  you  a  line  whether  I  have  Received  a  Letter  from  you  and  others  &c. 
(which  Letter  I  have  Keceived)  as  also  whether  the  Rev*^  Mr.  Kirtland  and  I 
would  be  willing  to  go  to  Springfeild  when  we  were  Desireti.  Mr.  Kirtland  wa« 
at  my  House  yesterday,  and  if  the  cause  and  Interest  Religion  may  be  servwl  by 
it,  we  are  free  to  take  the  Trouble  of  a  Journey  at  any  time  when  we  shall  be 
notified  and  to  bring  some  others  with  us  who  heard  Mr.  Breck  say  most  or  all 
of  the  same  things  which  he  said  to  us  and  some  other  things  which  he  did  not 
say  to  either  of  us.  Our  association  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  the 
evidences  of  such  as  cannot  conveniently  go,  or  tlmt  can  say  but  little,  etc. 


\ 
\ 
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We  have  chosen  to  give  this  narnitive  as  mucli  as  possible  by  (iiio- 
tation,  since  so  many  bitter  things  were  said  tht'n  and  at  a  hiter  day, 
and  so  many  unpk^asant  personalities  indulged  in,  that  it  is  no  easy 
task  to  generalize  the  facts  inoffensively.  The  Intter  feeling  engen- 
dered by  this  extraordinary  case  lasted  during  the  lives  of  many  of 
the  participants,  and,  indeed,  to  a  nuich  later  date.  Even  T)\vight*8 
"*  Life  of  Jonathan  Edwards  "  gives  proof  of  the  surviving  prejudice,  • 
as  is  shown  by  his  use  of  a  dash  in  one  or  more  instances  when  speak- 
ing of  Mr.  Breck.  And  even  during  the  preparation  of  this  History 
a  college  professor  and  doctor  of  <li\inity  has  cautioned  the  wriU»r 
against  going  too  deeply  into  this  ancient  feud. 

The  Springfield  church  had  succeeded  in  pledging  four  ministers 
from  Boston  to  assist  at  the  ordination.  They  were  Messrs.  Cooper, 
Welstead,  Gee,  and  Mather :  and  William  Williams  at  once  wrote  a 
letter  to  Cooper  protesting  against  their  appearing  at  the  ordination. 
The  interference  of  the  Ik>ston  brethren  was  more  exasperating  even 
than  the  olnluracy  of  the  Springfield  church  itself.  The  eastern 
ministers  asked  Williams  to  call  the  Hampshire  association  together 
on  the  7th  of  October,  when  they  themselves  would  arrive,  and  a  pre- 
liminary conference  could  be  held,  the  ordination  day  being  the  8th. 
Williams  declineil  to  issue  the  call,  after  having  further  unsatisfactory 
con-esixindence  upon  the  matter. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  ordination  a  letter  from  William  Will- 
iams, the  moderator  of  the  Hampshire  association,  was  presented  to 
Kev.  William  Cooper,  the  moderator  of  the  ordination  council,  pro- 
testing again  against  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  ujwu  the  ground 
that  but  those  of  good  repute  and  sound  doctrine  should  be  called  to 
the  ministry  ;  that  Mr.  Breck  had  charged  falsehood  upon  an  orthodox 
minister ;  that  the  council  morally  share  Breck's  sins  by  supporting 
the  Springfield  church  ;  that  the  dissatisfied  party  had  reason  to  ask 
for  an  investigation  before  the  ordination  council  was  called  ;  that  Mr. 
Breck  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  select  the  members  of  the 
council ;  that  for  a  candidate  to  refer  to  the  neighboring  ministers  as 
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••  prejiiclit-eil  Porsous '*  was  '•  intolerable  l*ritle  and  Breach  of  Order," 
jrivinir  •'  too  much  Grounds  for  fear  what  may  l>e  exi)octed  from  sucli 
an  one,"  and,  finally,  that  the  jourm^y  of  the  Boston  ministers  tende<l 
'•  to  make  a  Breach  amonjr  our  Association  to  the  Ph*ejudice  and 
Scandal  of  our  Churches."  Five  other  ministers  endorsed  this  letter. 
Mr.  1-klwards  was  not  in  the  county  at  that  lime,  but  he  subse<|uently 
a|)prov*»<l  it,  and  desiixMl  that  "  the  World  may  i*ount  him  one  concur- 
rinir  in  it."  After  this  document  was  read,  William  Pvnchon,  Jr., 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  c<»mmittee,  and  was  i)ermittiHl  to  read  a 
formidal)le  do<*ument  settintr  forth  the  causes  of  disconl  in  the  Spring- 
field church.  In  the  ten  counts  of  the  indictment  there  was  little 
new  to  the  reader,  unless  it  is  that  Mr.  Breck  was  chai'ge<l  with  con- 
fomiding  historical  and  living  faith,  and  doubting  the  doctrine  of  pre- 
destination. No  evidence  was  intriKluced  to  supi)ort  these  charges, 
and  no  argument  could  iuduce  them  to  produce  witnesses  at  a  public 
hearinjr. 

The  council  renewed  its  requests  for  proof  of  charges  on  the  fol- 
lowing, day,  and  were  again  put  olT.  The  town  was  in  a  feverish 
state  of  uncertainty,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  give  up  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  big  dinner  or*'  entertainment  "  which  attended  ordinations 
in  those  days.  The  Boston  ministers  all  stopped  at  a  public  tavern,  and 
most  of  the  Hampshire  ministers  had  also  arrive<l,  but  had  neglected 
to  call  upon  their  eastern  brethren.  And  that  was  not  all.  Mr. 
Clap  had  come  up  the  river  with  Kirtland,  Huntington,  and  many 
witnesses,  as  well  as  a  bag  full  of  attidavits  and  documentary  evi- 
dence. There  was  still  another  irroup  of  men,  who  had  come  down 
from  Northampton,  —  Justice  John  Stoddard  an<l  two  associates. 
The  two  parties  in  the  parish  also  maintained  the  strict  lines  of  hos- 
tilitv.  All  business  was  susiH^nded,  and  the  whole  cimnnunitv  felt 
the  extraordiuarv  tension. 

The  second  day  (8th)  of  the  council  opened  not  with  the  ordination, 
as  was  planne<l,  ])ut  with  this  vote :  — 
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That  this  Council  expect  the  Dissatisfied  Brethren  not  only  to  produce  their 
Ohjections  a<jrain.st  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Breck.  hut  also  the  Proofs  and  evi- 
<lences  to  support  them ;  and  that  if  the  Dissatisfied  Brethren  refuse  to  do  so.  we 
shall  think  it  our  Duty  to  enquire  into  the  ])rinciples  of  Mr.  Breck,  and,  if  we 
find  him  to  he  orthodox,  sliall  proceetl  to  comply  with  the  Desire  of  tlie  Church 
in  this  Place. 

This  vote  did  not  mollify  the  dissatisfied  who  had  put  themselves 
in  tlie  liauds  of  the  Hampshire  association  ;  but  aftvr  some  negotia- 
tions it  was  stipidated  that  the  evidence  of  tlie  dissatisfied  should  be 
given  with  closed  doors,  and,  accordingly,  Mr.  Clap  and  his  witnesses 
were  locked  into  a  chamber  in  Widow  Hrewer's  house  with  the  coun- 
cil and  the  accused.  It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Breck  was  usually  en- 
tertained by  Mrs.  Brewer  when  visiting  Springfield,  and  by  that 
means  he  iMH-ame  accjuainted  with  her  daughter  IiLunice,  a  young 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  gifts  of  mind. 

The  exact  historv  of  that  secret  session  of  the  c()un(;il  is  not  known, 
but  at  some  stage  of  the  proceedings  Mr.  Breck  was  called  u[)on  to 
submit  a  confession  of  faith.  He  promptly  resi>onded  with  a.  paper, 
from  which  an;  taken  the  following  extracts :  — 

y[\i.  Bueck'h  Cuni-ession  of  Faith. 

I  helieve  that  there  is  a  (rod  whose  Eternal  Power  anil  Go4lhea<l  are  to  he 
clearly  seen  from  the  thin«^s  which  he  hius  made,  hut  I  helieve  the  lijjfht  of  Nature 
IS  no  way  sufficient  to  lead  us  into  the  true  knowledj^e  of  what  (iod  is.  .  .  . 
I  therefore  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  a  Divine  Hevelation  and  helieve  that 
is  to  he  found  in  the  Books  of  the  Old  Jinil  New  Tcstam'"  an<l  in  no  other. 
I  helieve  that  there  is  but  one  (lotl  who  is  over  all  blessed  forever,  yet 
that  in  the  Unity  of  the  (iodhead  there  are  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  who  are  the  same  m  Substance  and  Equal  in  Power  and  (ilory. 
And  as  this  is  a  Doctrine  of  Pure  Hevelation.  so  I  look  upon  it  to  be  of  the  Highest 
Importance  in  Heligion  an<l  on  which  the  (Jreatest  Truths  of  the  Gospel  <lo  <le- 
penil.  I  believe  that  this  one  God  hath  from  ail  Eternity  Decreed  and  foreor- 
dained in  the  Council  of  his  own  will  whatsoever  come  to  pass  in  time,  yet  so  as 
not  to  take  awav  the  will  of  his  Creatures  or  make  himself  be   v*    author  of  Sin. 

.     .     I    also   believe    that   Adam    being    the    Covenant    as   well    as    Natural 
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head  of  all  Mankind  he  hy  his  first  sin  of  his  Devised  both  Guilt  and  Corruption 
to  all  his  Posterity.  .  .  .  But  God  having  from  all  Eternity  a  Designe  to 
Glorifie  the  Kiohes  of  his  Grace  in  the  Recoverv  and  Salvation  of  an  Elect  Nuni- 
her  of  the  falleiie  Children  of  Adam  Hath  made  a  New  Covenant  wherein  y*" 
Lord  .lesus  Christ  stands  as  their  Head  and  Surety.  ...  1  believe  the 
Meritorious  Union  of  y*"  Divine  and  Human  Nature  in  y*  Person  of  Christ.  I 
believe  that  in  onler  to  Satisfie  Divine  Justice  for  v*'  sins  of  v«  elect  and  Recon- 
cile  them  to  God  he  ofFer'd  up  himself  a  sacrifice  upon  y*^  Cross  as  he  was  Dd  for 
their  offences.  ...  I  believe  that  fallen  man  has  lost  all  power  of  what  is 
sp^tually  goo<l  and  is  not  able  to  Convert  or  turn  himself  to  God.  and  therefore 
that  effectual  calling  is  y  special  and  Almighty  work  of  y«  Sp*  of  God  in  an«l 
unto  y**  Hearts  of  Sin"  whereby  if  unM'illing  they  are  made  willing  \n  y*  day  of 
his  Power  to  ^^o  to  Christ  for  life.  I  believe  that  all  who  are  effectually  called 
are  justified  thro'  y«  Righteousness  of  y*"  active  and  Passive  obedience  of  y** 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  Imputed  to  them  and  Rec'd  by  faith  of  Gods  own  operation. 
.  .  .  .Vfter  Death  I  believe  that  y*  souls  of  y^"  Righteous  are  made  Perfect 
in  Holiness  aiiid  do  Pass  into  Glory  and  Happiness  but  y«^  Sp*»  of  y*  wicked 
into  Torm*  and  Miserv.  1  believe  tlie  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  come  a  Secontl 
Time  to  Raise  y^  Dead  and  Judge  y*  World.  Then  shall  }•*  wicked  in  their 
Rais'd  bodyes  go  into  everlasting  Punishm^  but  y  Righteous  into  Life  Eternal. 

This  (confession,  which  the  council  eventually  pronounced  ortho- 
dox, IS  full  of  expressions  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  demonstrates 
Breck's  original  bent ;  while  giving  what  the  Scriptures  teach,  his  ar- 
ticles of  faith  were  strung  together  with  ''  and  so  "  and  ''  therefore," 
making  thus  his  continued  appeals  to  reason  and  the  fitness  of 
things.  His  reference  to  the  wicked  who  "  are  made  willing  in  y' 
day  of  his  Power  to  iro  to  Christ  for  life  '*  was  a  defence  and  a  com- 
mentary  in  one  breath  as  to  his  charitable  hope  about  the  heathen. 

But  the  council  had  stirring  business  on  hand.  There  sat  the 
wigged  divine  from  Connt»cticut,  waiting  his  chance  to  attack  the 
young  theologian.  Mr.  Clap  first  submitted  his  documentary  e\idence, 
which  the  scribe  rrad  to  the  council,  and  then  he  began  his  address. 
AVhatever  it  was,  —  whether  sharp  as  Breck's  lashing  words  to  the 
Windham  divine,  or  soft  and  insinuating,  —  no  one  at  this  late  day  can 
tell.     Mr.  Breck  was    soon  on   his  feet  with  protestations,  and  the 
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iiKxlerator  was  eoiniK'lU'd  to  protect  Mr.  Clap  against  inU'iTuptioiis. 
The  latter  had  s|)oken  for  a  loiij^  time,  and  there  was  evidence  of 
oouiniotion  in  the  street  below.  At  one  time  a  minister  attt»nipted  to 
enter  the  chamber,  bnt  he  was  refnsed,  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
stipnlations  under  which  the  dissatisfied  were  submittin<^  their  evi- 
ilence.  At  another  time  a  messenger  rode  up  to  Mrs.  Brewer's  in  hot 
haste.  He  called  for  Mr.  Clap,  and  the  latUu*  suspended  his  speech 
h>ng  enough  to  hold  a  private  conversation.  Then  the  messenger 
''  rode  away  with  convenient  speed."  In  a  few  moments  Mr.  Clap's 
speech  was  once  mon*  inttUTupted  by  the  entrance  of  a  civil  otlicer, 
sword  at  his  Ih'U,  bearing  a  warrant  for  Mr.  Breck's  arrest.  The 
cloud  luul  burst.  The  mysterious  movements  of  strangei*s  and  judges 
and  ministei-s  and  yeomen  were  explained.  The  civil  law  had  been 
invoked  to  prevent  a  congregational  church  ordination,  and  his 
Majesty's  justices  were  askt'd  to  pass  on  the  theology  of  a  ministerial 
candidate.  Great  was  the  astonishment  of  the  council  when  they 
were  left  with  no  minister  to  ordain,  but  greater  the  consternation  of 
t  he  people  who  ran  through  the  streets  as  Breck  was  carried  a  prisoner 
to  the  town-house,  where  Justices  Stoddard,  Pomeroy,  and  Dwight 
sat  in  waiting.  This  was  the  hour  of  ^Ir.  Clap's  triumph.  His  face 
is  said  to  have  been  radiant  with  satisfaction.  The  dissatisfied  were 
there  in  great  numlM»rs,  as  well  as  the  indignant  members  of  the 
church  and  the  precim^t  friends  of  Breck.  Indeed,  there  was  danger 
of  an  outbreak,  but  wiser  and  more  dignified  counsels  prevailed. 
The  petition  uinm  which  the  warrant  was  issued  had  lK»en  hastily 
drawn  np  and  signed  that  morning,  and  was  as  follows:  — 

TV)  ^Af  Hon'***  Joiix  Stoi)i»aui>.  K.  Kiiu  Pimkoy  a«rf  Timothy   Dwkjht  Esqrs, 
his  Majesties  Justices  of  y«   County  of  Ifampsh'^. 

The  eoinplaiiit  of  \\»  tlu*  Siih8(Ti])er8  hoiik*  whereof  are  of  the  First  Churcli 
ami  others  of  the  First  Preciiiet  in  Spriiigfielil  in  saide  Connty,  shoM's  to  your 
Honours 

That  are  now  in  this  Town  assenihUtl  a  Nuni])erof  (Jentlenien  some  whereof 
are  knowu  and  other  some  are  unknown  to  us  to  name.       Some  of  the  IVnieiple 
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heails  of  those  wo  know,  viz:  Tlie  HeV  Ministers  the  KeV*  Wni  Cooi>er,  Wni 
Welstead  ami  Sam'  Mather  all  of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  Clerks,  and 
Wni  Cooke  of  Sutlburv  in  the  Countv  of  Suffolk,  Clerk,  Now  we  sav  that  the 
said  Number  of  men  have  set  up  an<l  <lo  assert  the  Power  of  an  Ecclesiastical 
Council  in  this  Tomii.  And  whereas  Mr.  Hoh*  Breck  ha«  had  a  Call  to  the  Pas- 
toral office  of  the  Church  here,  tho  as  we  apprehend  not  according  to  Law,  and 
we  have  Exhibited  aj^t  the  said  Breck  Sun«lry  articles  of  Charge  for  that  in  (gen- 
eral he  has  broched  and  venteil  inanv  articles  of  Faith  whollv  subversive  of  the 
most  Holy  Faith  of  our  Christian  Religion,  as  well  as  been  guilty  of  moral 
Immoralities,  Now  the  said  number  of  men  liaving  asserted  the  Power  afovesaid 
do  also  assert  their  Power  to  hear  Judge  and  act  upon  the  saiil  articles,  although 
we  sav  thev  have  no  .luridicial  Power  therein  for  these  Reasons  namelv  for  tlial 
this  Church  never  at  all  applied  to  those  churches  from  whom  they  Respectively 
Pretend  to  be  Delegated,  Neither  secondly  can  their  be  any  Pretence  tliat  those 
Churches  were  applie«l  to  send  in  their  advice  antl  Council  in  those  articles,  but 
in  fact  so  it  is  that  tlu'  sd  Mr.  Breck  has  apply M  Personally  to  them  at  his  owu 
election  while  this  ( 'hurch  did  not  know  that  those  Churches  were  apply'd  to.  So 
that  in  fact  they  are  here  as  they  say  with  a  Proper  Juridical  Power  in  the  Prem- 
ises and  do  pretend  to  assert  maintain  and  exercise  the  same.  Now  we  say  as 
much  as  they  were  applied  to  in  no  other  maimer  but  as  above  being  Chosen 
Judges  by  Mr.  Breck  himself  while  wc  are  Deny'd  the  Liberty  of  Choosing 
others  to  Jt)yn  them  therein,  is  an  Invasion  of  our  Natural  Rights  as  men,  and  it 
is  a  Method  of  Judging  which  neither  the  Platform  of  these  (^hurches  nor  the 
Law  of  this  Province  or  Nation  do  in  the  Least  Countenance  and  therefore  their 
Pretences  thereto  and  Exercise  of  the  same  is  against  the  Law  and  Peace  of  our 
Sovereigiu*  Lord  the  King  his  crown  and  Dignity.  Your  Complainants  therefore 
Pray  for  Justice. 

SrKiN<iKi.i>  Oct  sx\\  Moh. 

John  Wortiiix(jtox 

Ebr  Waurixkk 

R.  H.\UKis 

O.   CoOLKV 

B.  Wxn 
d.  c.vdwkll 
John  (^ii.\pix 
H.  Cii.vi'ix 
S.  Bliss 
E.  Warnkk 
Jed  Bliss 
L.  Bliss.  • 
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It  ifi  a  curious  fact  that  with  tlie  exception  of  John  Wortliingtoii 
au<i  H.  C'lioi>in  iidt  oue  of  the  aljove  tneu  was  in  full  (;uniiiiiimou  with 
tlie  Springfield  cliui'i.-li. 

A  iiumlHT  of  tlu' oi-iliiiatidii  fountil  appeiu-cd  to  defeiiil    the    pris- 


|m:^K 

m^MatmW^-- 

oiur  befoiT  tin-  jmlges,  ami  Mr.  Clap  was  at  once  pnt  on  the  witnosB 
stand.  lie  was  followed  by  Kirtliiiid  and  others.  That  night  Breck 
slept  ill  the  cu8to<ly  of  tlie  law.  The  next  moriiing  (Oetuber  !l)  the 
ordination  conncit  in^Hiinbled  again  in  Mistrexs  Brewer'!^  house  ami 
atti'tnpted  to  continue  its  invcMtigatioii,  the  whole  town  being  at  fever 
heat  and  many  people  being  present  from  the  surrounding  conutry. 
Clap  and  Kirtland  refuweil  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  council,  the 
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latter  «:entk»nian  saviiiir  that  his  evidence  (Muild  l)e  obtained  from  tlie 
justices  at  the  town-housi*. 

A  curious  episode  took  place  before  Mistress  Brewer's  house  that 
morning.  A  copy  of  Rreck's  confession  had  ]>een  sec'ured,  and  a 
young  man  mounted  a  wliite  liorsc  and  proceetled  to  read  it  to  a  large 
crowd,  consisting  of  ]x)th  friends  and  foes  of  the  young  minister. 
The  crowd  lx>th  applauded  and  showed  signs  of  disapproval.  One 
of  the  dissatisfied  who  witnessed  the  demonstration  said  afterwai*d : 
**  The  old  horse  stoo<l  astonished  at  what  was  doing,  and  if  he  had 
had  the  tongue  of  Balaam's  ass  he  would  have  reproved  the  madness 
of  the  prophet." 

It  may  be  here  remarked  that  Stephen  Williams,  of  Longmeadow, 
and  ^lessi-s.  Hopkins,  Reynolds,  Bull,  and  Ashley,  with  ''  a  person 
of  distinction  from  Connecticut,"  had  (»ome  to  Springfield  from 
Northampton  with  the  justices  a  few  days  before,  and  that  the  fii*st 
plan  had  been  to  arrest  the  council  itself,  but  two  of  the  justices  re- 
fused to  sijxn  such  a  warrant.  It  is  also  known  that  on  Monday*  the 
fith,  Captain  Pynchon,  Jr.,  went  to  Northampton  with  the  complaint, 
and  the  plan  to  arrest  Breck  seems  to  have  been  decided  u|)on 
suddenly  after  the  plan  to  arrest  the  council  failed. 

The  closing  scenes  of  this  drama  are  soon  told.  Mr.  Breck  was 
ordered  by  tlie  justices  to  be  taken  to  Connecticut,  where  he  had 
preached  his  heretical  sermons,  a  friend  being  detailed  to  accompany 
him  as  a  mark  of  distinction,  and  many  of  the  sorrowing  and  indig- 
nant congregation  following  their  young  hero  until  well  out  of  town. 
That  was  a  dark  and  an  exciting  night  for  Springfield.  Some 
rejoiced,  some  feared  evil  results,  and  some  were  bowed  in  anguish. 
The  next  day  a  public  meeting  of  humiliation  and  prayer  was  held. 
The  suspense  was  not  long.  The  Connecticut  judges  had  no  notion 
of  putting  chains  upon  a  ^Massachusetts  congregational  council. 
Breck  was  discharo:ed,  and  he  returned  at  once.  It  was  the  ordination 
pai*ty  that  now  triiimphe<l. 

Tlie  action  of   these   Hampshire   justices  was   brought  uj)  in   the 
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House  of  Representatives  on  the  \)\\\  of  DecemlKn'  following,  and, 
after  a  long  debate,  the  principal  parties  to  the  dispute  were  summoned 
to  Boston  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  in  order  that  '^  this  House 
may  better  Judge  what  may  be  proper  for  them  to  do  in  so  Extraor- 
dinary affair,  and  for  protecting  and  Defending  the  Churches  in  the 
free  and  peaceable  exercise  of  those  Libertys  and  priviledges  which 
are  secured  to  them  by  Law/' 

C)n  the  2fithof  December  the  House  declared  the  council  regular, 
and  resolved  that  ''  Altho  the  Justices  had  Right  by  Law  to  Enquire 
into  the  Extraordinary  Facts  charged  upon  Mr.  Breck,  yet  they  ought 
not  by  any  means  to  have  Interrupted  that  Church  and  Eclesiastical 
C'oinicil  while  they  were  in  the  Exercise  of  their  just  Rights  Enquiring 
into  the  Same.*'  This  re  a  very  important  decision,  and  is  a  stake  in 
the  great  boundary  line  between^  the  civil  and  religious  jurisdiction 
which  was  subsequently  more  fully  delineated. 

We  soon  find  the  Springfield  c}iurch  setting  January  27,  1736, 
as  the  day  of  Mr.  Breck's  ordination.  Dr.  Cooper  came  on  from 
Boston  and  preached  the  ordination  sennon.  We  cannot  omit  the 
fact  tliat  a  few  days  later  ^Ir.  Breck  was  joined  in  marriage  to 
"Eunice  Brewer,  Rev.  Stephen  Williams  graciously  performing  the 
ceremony.  Their  engagement  probably  took  place  during  the  dark 
days  when  the  Hampshire  association  was  trying  to  drive  Breck  out 
of  the  valley. 

At  the  February  meeting  of  the  precinct  twenty -three  men  re- 
corded their  protest  against  the  sui)port  of  Breck,  upon  the  ground 
that  he  was  not  an  orthodox  minister.  They  were  William  Pynclum, 
Jr.,  Robert  Hams,  John  Worthington,  Ebenezer  Warnner,  Benjamin 
Wait,  Ebenezer  Warner,  Daniel  Cadwell,  Jedediah  Bliss,  Samuel 
Bliss,  Henry  Chapin,  Simon  Smitli,  Increase  Sikes,  Jr.,  Abner  Ely, 
01>adiah  Cooley,  Abel  Bliss,  Timothy  Bliss,  Pelatiah  Bliss,  John 
Chapin,  Luke  Bliss,  Joseph  Ashley,  Thomas  Horton,  Da\id  Chapin, 
and  John  Chapin,  Jr. 

The  dissatisfied  were  sckju  at  it  again,  and  subpcenas  were  sent 
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to  all  the  Coniu^oticiit  witnesses  to  ap])ear  at  the  May  term  in  Spring- 
field. But  Mr.  Clap  and  Kiillaud  had  no  taste  for  further  fight,  and 
in  a  joint  letter  to  AVilliam  Pynehon,  Jr.,  in  April,  they  query  whether 
a  second  Springfield  journey  would  "  not  look  with  the  as|)ect  of  an 
unweariei:!  pursuit  of  a  i)ei*sonal  eonti-oversie."  This  hint  was  taken, 
and  we  find  the  dissatisfied  on  the  l^th  of  November,  1736,  taking  a 
receipt  from  the  precinct  committee  for  £<5  18if.,  costs  of  court  ordered 
at  the  August  session. 

The  young  minister  and  a  congivgational  principle  had  receive<l 
recognition,  an<l  Rev.  Rolx'rt  Breck  began  a  ministry  which  extended 
throujjh  half  a  centurv. 

It  is  an  ironv  of  events  worth  mention,  that  fourteen  years  later 
Jonathan  Kdwards  found  himself  compelleil  to  make  a  plea  against  a 
council  of  local  ministt'rs  to  investigate  the  issues  l)etween  him>elf 
and  his  Northampton  church.  He  was  remiudeil  that  in  the  Breck  con- 
troversy he  had  taken  just  the  other  view,  objecting  to  the  presence 
1  of  foreiirn  ministers  :   and  his  reidv  was  that  oixlination  councils  and 

advisory  councils  wrre  two  tliflferent  things.  ^Ir.  Edwards  ai*gued 
I  that  churches  were  not  obliired  in  every  case  to  *'  submit  to  the 
neigh]>oring  ministers  and  them  only."  At  the  famous  council  of 
February,  17.')0.  at  Northampton,  Mr.  Mwards  returned  to  the  sub- 
ii'ct  hv  savinir,  amon^r  other  thinirs,  »»  Mr.  Stoildard  A:  Mr.  Williams 
of  llattield,  formally  went,  when  invited  to  a  council  at  Norwich  in 
Connecticut  and,  if  I  mistake  not.  to  another  Council  at  Lebanon ; 
which  surely  they  would  not  have  done  if  they  hail  thought  the  law 
of  (lod  and  nature  settled  such  an  esttiblishment  in  vicinities.''  Ami 
we  may  ad«l,  to  complete  the  record  of  this  struggle  in  church  polity. 
that  ^Ir.  Kdwards  earned  his  \\o\\\X  by  securing  invitations  for  min- 
isters from  the  ea?^t  to  join  the  council.  It  sounds  quite  like  fiction, 
mtneover,  when  we  record  the  fact  that  !Mr.  Breck  sat  in  this  council, 
and  uave  the  castin^r  vote  which  dismissed  Edwards  fix>m  his  North- 
ampton  churi-h. 

Mr.    Breck  heiran   his  ministry   under   <lepressiuir  circumstances. 
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Young  as  he  was,  lioweviM-,  he  cleveloi)e(l  the  very  genius  of  diplomacy. 
In  any  new  project  of  the  advancement  of  the  church  he  was  quite 
inclined  first  to  consult  those  most  hostile  to  liini.  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  the  records  are  so  silent  ujion  the  career  of  this  remarkable  man. 
He  evidently  had  a  broad,  stalwart  common  sense  which  kept  him 
from  extremes. 

Hardly  was  he  under  way  in  his  new  work  when  Whitefield 
apiH*ared  in  this  valley.  While  no  bigot,  Mr.  Breck  pi*oved  him- 
self a  firm  champion  of  his  creed.  He  had  evidently  little  de- 
sire to  see  his  people  crying  out  in  hysterical  felicitations  over  an 
anticipated  eternity  of  bliss.  It  was  remarked  along  the  valley  that 
^Ir.  Breck  ratluu*  snubbed  younsj  INIr.  AVhitefield,  for  the  latter  was 
yet  under  thirty.  Mr.  WhitefieUrs  journeyiugs  greatly  stimulated 
the  wonderful  revivals  in  religion  which  were  breaking  over  the 
valley.  That  Mr.  Breck  distrusted  the  effect  of  special  religious  re- 
vivals may  be  safely  accei)ti*d  as  a  fact.  In  later  years  one  of  his 
congn»gation  openly  said  that  ^Ir.  Breck  opposed  the  "late  stir"  in 
religion. 

It  is  of  passing  interest  to  note  that  our  contentious  friend  Rev. 
Thomas  Clap  rode  with  Jonathan  Edwards  to  Boston  in  1743,  and 
that  afterward  Mr.  Clap  circulat^'d  the  curious  report  that  Edwards 
understood  Whitefield  to  say  that  he  had  a  design  of  '*  turning  out  of 
their  places  the  greater  part  of  the  clergy  of  New  England,  and  of 
supi>lying  their  pulpits  with  ministers  from  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland."  Mr.  Edwards  publicly  denied  making  such  a  charge,  but 
31  r.  Clap  reitt»rated  it;  and  there  the  matter  rests. 

The  discourtesy  charged  upon  31  r.  Breck  toward  the  English 
3Iethodist  is  undoubtedly  overdrawn.  There  is  no  sutticient  reason  to 
doubt  the  statement  made  in  the  accounts  of  AVhitefiehrs  first  Ameri- 
can journey,  that  he  preached  in  Springfield  in  1 740  on  his  way  with 
Jonathan  Edwards  from  Northampton  to  East  Windsor.  If  3Ir. 
Breck  had  refused  the  use  of  the  meeting-house,  and  Whitefield  had 
really  preached,  say,  at  West  Springfield,  it  seems  that  the  circum- 
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stance  would  have  l>eeu  uoted  in  the  diary  of  the  journey.  Just  as 
Whitefield  was  leaving  the  village,  on  hoi*sebaek,  the  animal  stumbled 
on  a  defective  bridge,  and  threw  the  brilliant  revivalist  over  the 
animaFs  head.  Whitefield  said  aft^r\iai*ds,  •-  Mv  mouth  was  full  of 
dust.  I  blew  a  little,  but  falling  uix)n  soft  sand  got  not  much  damage. 
After  I  had  recovered  mvself  and  mounted  mv  horse,  Gotl  so  filled 
me  with  a  stMise  of  his  sovert»ign,  distinguishing  love  and  my  own 
un worthiness  that  my  eyes  gushed  out  with  tears."  His  neglect  to  re- 
flect ui)on  the  Springfield  surveyoi"s  of  highways  did  his  forl>earing 
spirit  great  credit. 

We  think  that  Mr.  Breck's  objection  to  Mr.  Whitefield  was  of  a 
later gn^wth.  Some  yeai*s  af tei'^aixls  Whit4.*field  returned  to  America, 
distinguished,  jnirtly,  and  nchly  dresswl.  The  picture  evidently  did 
not  please  Mr.  Hreck.  In  a  Connecticut  minister's  diary  of  17«i4 
is  this :  ''Mr.  Whitefiehl  came  along ;  Peo])le  seemed  very  fond 
of  gazing  on  him.  He  rcnle  in  his  chariot  with  a  gentleman  —  liad  a 
waiter  to  attend  on  him,  and  Sampson  Occ*um,  y*  Indian  preacluT, 
who  rode  on  one  of  the  horses,  then*  Ixfing  three  to  v*  chariot. 
Messrs.  Breck  and  Whitnev  came  and  dineil  here.  Mr.  Breck  said 
he  did  not  know  but  I  was  right  in  asking  Mr.  Whitefield  to  preach ; 
however,  he  l)elieveil  he  would  not  have  done  it."  Ellen  D.  Lamed, 
who  wix)te  thi*  Historv  of  Windham  Count v,  i*e marks  after  the  alxive 
quotation,  •'  If  Mr.  Bix»ck  of  Springfield,  always  inclined  to  armiuiau- 
ism  and  hetercxloxy,  (*ouId  thus  scruple,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  cau- 
tious pastor  (Rev.  James  Cogswell)  di<l  indeed  run  some  risk  in 
extending  civilities  to  the  great  pulpit  oi*ator." 

It  was  alnjut  the  time  of  the  st*i*ond  visit  of  Whitefield  that  Joseph 
Ashley,  a  memlx'r  of  the  Springfield  chuR'h,  charged  Mr.  Brei'k  with 
a  refus;d  t<»  admit  into  his  pulpit  Whitefield,  Wheelock,  and  Dewey. 
The  church  promptly  votinl  that  Ashley  had  ^'  manifested  a  censo- 
rious and  uncharitable  Spt  towaixis  this  Chh  and  the  Pastor  of  it." 
This,  however.  diH's  not  prove  that  AVliitefield  was  actually  excluded 
at  the  time  of  lii>  first  visit. 
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Theso  w(MV  tryino^  tinu*s  for  the  First  Church.  Mr.  Breck  went 
into  the  pulpit  just  at  the  turning  of  the  tide  hi  New  England.  The 
wat^'rs  were  broken  by  cross-ourrent.s,  and  noise  and  confusion  were 
everywhere.  Glen's  speech  was  changing.  Old  English  woitls  and 
phrases  with  New  England  meanings  were  in  common  use,  while 
other  words  and  phrases  weiv  falling  into  disuse ;  conversation  was 
more  delil>erate  and  cold.  The  very  costuming  of  the  i)eople  was 
|>eculiar.  The  Puritan  garb  was  originally  of  thorougli  Quaker  caste, 
the  difference  being  that  the  Puritans  regulated  it  by  law,  and  the 
Friends  nuide  it  a  matter  of  dutv.  The  result  was  that  the  broad- 
brim  and  the  Puritan  cap  were  gradually  put  away,  and  the  three- 
coniered  hat  and  lace  and  rutlles  were  growing  in  favor.  William 
Pyuchon  died  with  a  Puritan  skull-cap  hanging  by  his  bedside,  but 
his  son  John  left  a  wig,  and  garments  covered  with  gold  lace.  John 
Pynchon*s  sons  wore  cocked  hats. 

The  first  and  second  <::enerations  of  ministers  were  warm  in  their 
ilevotion  to  the  principles  of  the  Puritan.  Whitefield  found  the  third 
generation  quite  cold  and  undemonstrative.  He  even  si)oke  of  many 
of  the  New  England  ilivines  as  unconverted.  He  noticed  in  the  Bos- 
ton ccmgregations  that  *' jewels,  patclu'S,  and  gay  apparel"  were 
commonly  worn  by  the  women,  while  little  l>oys  and  girls  were 
*'  dressed  up  in  the  pride  of  life  ;  and  the  little  infants  that  were 
brought  to  baptism  were  wrapped  in  such  line  things,  and  so  nuu*h 
pains  taken  to  dress  them,  that  one  would  think  that  they  were 
brought  thither  to  W  initiated  into,  rather  than  renounce  the  ix)mi)s 
and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world." 

There  is  ent)Ugh  in  our  records  to  show  that  in  Spiingfield  the  same 
elements  were  at  work.  Arminianism  and  Calvinism  were  at  logger- 
heads ;  iH>verty  and  riches  were  on  inditferent  terms,  and  even  vice 
and  error  were  abroad  in  the  fields.  The  First  Church  practised  the 
half-way  covenant,  so  that  men  might  be  admitted  to  baptism  on  the 
virtues  of  their  grandfathers.  Mr.  Breck  had  been  ordained  but  a  few 
weeks,  when  a  peculiar  case  came  l)efore  the  society.     Daniel  Par- 
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Miiih,  Jr.,  and  wife,  desired  to  "own  v*  C'ov*  in  order  to  have  their 
^•liiJd  l>Hi>tiiM^l.  It  was  objected  by  some  y*  they  had  a  child  ]K»rn 
M'^in  alx>ut  seven  mouths  after  marriage  ^-^  being  considered  by  y* 
<'hh,  and  after  some  time  of  c*onsideration.  It  was  on  the  'l*hi(\  of 
August  put  to  vote  whether  3'*'  sd  Daniel  Parsons  &  wife  should  be 
admitted  to  the  Privilidges  y*  y*  saught  for  &  pass'd  in  y'  neg." 
Daniel  Parsons  seems  to  liave  i>een  a  man  of  some  local  note.  At 
any  rat<s  in  1 73H,  the  town  granted  him  liberty  to  build  a  grist-mill 
and  a  dam  across  the  Chieopee  river.  Hut  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons  were 
not  content  to  rest  with  the  refusal  of  liaptism  to  their  child  ;  and  on 
the  iMthof  November,  after  much  debate,  the  church,  under  pi*essure, 
laid  down  the  rule  :  ^*  That  every  p''son  having  a  child  seven  months 
after  marriage  w*''out  any  other  proof  or  Demonstration  of  y'  guilt, 
shall  Ui  call'd  ui>on  an<l  treated  as  Innocent  p'^sons.*'  This  was 
simply  a  recognition  of  the  old  custom  of  '*  troth-plight"  or  *^  hand- 
fast,"  which  was  practised  in  England  to  the  Puritan  era.  In  the 
'*  Christian  Stat<?  of  Matrimony,'*  published  in  1543,  is  this  passage: 
''  Kvery  man  lykewyse  must  esteme  the  parson  to  whoin  he  is  hand- 
fasted,  none  otherwyse  than  for  his  owne  six>use,  though  as  yet  it  be 
not  done  in  the  church  nor  in  the  streate.  After  the  hand-fastynge 
and  makyng  of  the  contracte,  the  churchgoyng  and  weddyng  should 
n«»t  be  detTerred  too  loiige,  lest  the  wyckedde  sowe  hys  ungracious 
sede  in  the  meane  season." 

The  First  Parish,  in  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Breck's  ministry,  put  a 
liberal  construction  upon  the  rule  requiring  a  declaration  of  con\ic- 
tion  of  sin  on  the  part  of  candidates  for  church-mem l)ership.  It  was 
formally  voted  that  it  **  did  not  look  uiKm  y*  Making  a  Relation  to 
Ih»  a  necessarv  t4M*m  of  C'onuiniou." 

It  appears  that  Widow  Abigail  Pai*s<ms,  who  wanted  to  join  the 
church  in  full  conununion.  was  troubled  in  her  mind  about  the  usual 
way  of  making  a  **  relation  "  of  her  ivligious  exi)erienc^s,  and  had 
desired  to  be  excused  from  it.  The  Springfield  church  had  certainly 
gone  as  far  as  the  most  lil>enil  Congregationalist  could  have  desired. 
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It  had  admitted  to  the  lialf-way  coveuaut  persons  who  entered  into 
the  Abrahamie  covenant  by  virtne  of  the  "  relation  "  of  their  grand- 
fathers, and  it  had  now  admitted  persons  without  any  public  ''  rela- 
tion." We  cannot  see  from  any  evidence  extant  that  the  visit  of 
Whitefield,  the  womUirfnl  revivals  of  relijjion  at  Northampton,  Hat- 
field, Lonjjcmeadow,  and  so  on  down  the  valley,  with  its  j)rotract*»d 
meetings,  its  cryinj^  out  of  convic^ted  souls,  its  falling  in  fits  upon  the 
floor,  etc.,  hatl  any  effect  uiK)n  the  Springfield  ohurcli.  There  is  no 
eNidence  of  a  Springfield  revival  at  tliis  time.  The  most  remarkable 
revival  of  the  country,  and  one  wliose  fame  had  penetrated  England 
and  Scotland, — the  Northampton  revival  of  17l>5,  —  made  no  hnpres- 
sion  whatever  upon  Springfield.  Wv.  do  not  see  that  Mr.  Hreck  ever 
drew  lip  a  new  covenant  of  refornuition,  as  Stephen  Williams,  of 
Longmeadow,  Jonathan  K<lwards,  and  others  did.  But  we  know  that 
the  church  prospered  and  morals  improved.  When  Breck  took  the 
cluirch,  there  were  less  than  seventy  members  in  the  chunrh.  During 
Breck's  first  year  —  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  half  of  this 
tune  the  dissatisfied  were  still  fighting  him  in  court  and  precinct 
meetings  —  there  were  no  less  than  twenty-five  admissions  to  full 
conunuuion,  while  twenty-five  more  '"  owned  the  covenant."  This 
was  a  notable  ingathering.  These  admissions,  be  it  remembered, 
were  recorded  before  the  rule  adopted  by  the  church  abolishing  a  re- 
lation of  exjwriences.  When  we  consider  the  history  and  principles 
of  the  Congregational  church,  it  nuist  be  admitted  that  the  throwing 
o\Hin  the  door  of  the  conunuuion  to  all  honest  i^ersons,  upon  the  be- 
lief that  it  was  a  converting  ordinance,  and  the  waiving  of  the  n^latiou 
of  experiences,  were  perilous  steps  for  the  Springfield  church  to  take. 
In  dealing  with  Springfield,  we  are,  in  a  large  sense,  writing  the 
history  of  a  hundred  plantations.  Townships  were  growing  out  of 
the  gardens  planted  by  thv  churches,  and  in  these  townships  was  the 
spirit  of  democracy.  The  xVmerican  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
really  written  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  when  out  of  a  dismal 
religious  reaction,  and  a  healthy  counter  revival,  and  a  hundred  con- 
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fusiug  thiugs,  ]>olitical  and  sooiaU  came  a  conimou  faith  in  self-gov- 
eniment.  One  can  find  ground  high  enough  in  Springfield  during 
the  first  quarter  of  tlie  eighteentli  century  to  look  straight  into  the 
revolutionary  war. 

But  it  would  be  uncandid  to  neglect  to  say  that  many  in  Spring- 
field in  Breck's  time  deplored  the  lilwrality  he  encouraged.  It  pixjb- 
ably  soon  drove  some  from  the  parish.  And  we  have  at  least  one. 
Joseph  Ashley,  who  absented  himself  i)ermanently  from  divine  ser- 
vice. When  the  church  demande<i  his  reasons,  he  rei)lied  that  he 
'^  look'd  u|)on  the  Chh  as  no  chh  of  Christ,  and  the  g'^ter  Part  of  the 
members  of  it  to  be  carnal  —  Being  ask'd  the  reasons  of  his  enter- 
taining such  concerning  the  chh,  He  said  that  most  of  the  Discourse 
of  most  of  the  meml>ers  was  upon  worldly  matters,  and  that  he  ai>- 
l)rehended  such  Discourse  was  mostly  delightfull  to  them.  And 
further  he  objecUnl  against  the  manner  of  admission  of  members 
practiced  in  this  Chh,  because  they  did  not  requirc  a  pticular  ace* 
of  their  Kxperiences,  but  accepted  of  a  Profession  of  dedicating 
themselves  to  God,  and  a  Life  and  Conversation  con*esi)onding 
thereto."  The  church  lost  no  time  in  voting  that  Ashley  had  left  its 
communion  for  reasons  which  had  not  been  substantiated. 

The  increase  of  church-membership  that  attendetl  ^Ir.  Bi'eck's 
ministry  was  remarkable  beyond  the  fact  that  the  chuix^h  seems  to 
liave  avoided  sjx^cial  religious  excitt?meut.  The  congregation  gath- 
ering on  Springfield  Mountains  drew  heavily  from  the  First  Parish, 
more  being  dismissed  to  Springfield  Mountains  than  any  place  else 
for  some  yeai*s. 

When  we  say  that  not  a  third  of  the  Springfield  inhabitants  wen? 
full  connnunicants,  we  do  not  say  that  the  churches  were  empty  on 
the  Sabbath.  EverylKKl}'  went  to  church,  as  a  nde,  and  the  meetings 
on  lecture  days  were  largely  attended,  and  at  night,  when  the  nine- 
o'clock  bell  sounded,  the  village-folk  preparetl  for  bed.  The  routine 
of  their  daily  life  was  indeed  correct,  but  the  spirit  of  the  pioneers 
had  gone,  ami  the  new  life  dawning  u|X)n  the  people  was  destined  to 
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be  as  pure,  and  at  the  same  time  uuburdeued  by  coercive  jxilitical 
machinery. 

C'hicopee  had  nearly  forty  voters  in  1749,  and  entered  a  petition 
for  a  separate  minister  in  January.  The  petition  was  dismissed. 
In  the  autumn  the  Chicoi)ee  people  again  agitated  the  question,  and 
the  First  Parish  connnittee  appointed  for  that  puri)ose  replied  :  — 

Ita  very  Evident  by  their  (Chicopee's)  Shewing  that  their  Accommodations 
which  they  have  obtained  by  being  so  farr  off  from  the  Center  of  the  Parish  is 
more  tlian  a  Compensation  for  their  Fateagues  on  the  Sabbath,  for  It  is  a  very 
plain  case  that  if  tlie  rideing  on  Horse  Back  on  a  Plain  six  miles  in  half  a  Day  is 
more  than  Equall  to  half  a  Day*8  labour,  the  Petitioners  upon  the  whole  Live  with 
much  more  Ease  &  hess  Fateague  than  those  who  live  in  the  Center  of  the 
Parish ;  who  besides  the  Fateague  they  have  in  managing  their  business  at  a  Dis- 
tance all  the  week,  are  oblige«l  to  build  &  maintain  Three  Large  vessels  to 
Transport  the  Produce  of  tlieir  Lands  to  y**  stores. 

But  Chicopee  persisted,  and  a  church  was  organized  at  the  north 
end. 

The  Fii*st  Parish  began  their  third  meeting-house  in  1749,  and  com- 
pleted it  three  years  later.  It  was  sixty  feet  by  forty-six  in  size,  and 
btood  until  the  present  edifice  was  erected. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  democratic  bias  of  Mr.  Breck's 
mind  prei)ared  the  Springfield  connnunity  for  many  of  the  changes 
attending  the  new  era.  It  was  noted  dunng  the  second  year  of  his 
ministry  that  *'  the  age  of  Persons  and  theire  Estates  as  they  stand 
ui>on  the  list  (Negi'oes  Excepted)  are  the  Principal  Rule  that  said 
Comete  (seating  committee)  are  to  be  governed  by  theiiv  proseedings 
and  any  other  Dignity  that  any  Parsons  may  be  clothed  or  attended 
withall  shall  be  Left  Discressionary  with  sd  Committee.''  The  men 
were  still  seatc^d  ui)on  one  side  of  the  house,  and  the  women  on  the 
other.  But  the  new  building  inaugurated  a  conunendable  change ; 
a  vote  being  passed,  before  the  meeting-house  was  finished,  directing 
the  seating  committee  to  "  seat  men  and  women  indiscruninately." 
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Neither  the  money  for  a  new  church  nor  for  the  support  of  Mr. 
Breck  was  voted  in  towu-aieeting,  this  business,  as*  we  have  before 
indicateiK  being  attended  to  by  tlie  inhabitants  of  each  precinct. 
The  moment  that  the  town  broke  up  into  precincts  and  parishes,  the 
town-meeting  en  Utjc  surrendered  c*ertain  functions.  At  the  precinct 
meetings  the  schools  and  sundr\'  local  matters  were  attended  to,  a 
part  of  the  school  money  being  appropnate<l  to  each  precinct  by  the 
general  town- meeting.  At  the  parish  meetings  the  members  were 
admitted  or  disciplined,  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  "  inhabitants  of 
the  precinct  and  parish  "  the  finance  and  other  business  of  church 
wa.s  transacted. 

There  was  a  dourishing  grammar  school  in  the  centre  of  the  village, 
and  theiv  were  schools  also  at  West  Springfield,  Longmeadow,  Upper 
Chico|>ee,  Lower  Chico|H*e,  Agawam,  Feeding  Hills,  Ireland,  Skipmuck, 
the  Mountain  Parish  (Williraham),  riUKT  Causeway  (Centre),  Long 
Hill,  Pawcatuck,  ami  Taltum.  The  various  pai'islies  or  precincts 
were  fi"om  time  to  time  directed  bv  the  town-meetin«r  to  do  certain 
town  work.  This  proliably  is  the  explanation  why  the  First  Parish  con- 
tinued to  supi>ort  a  fire  brigade  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury'. It  may  have  started  very  much  as  the  school  duties  im|x>se<l  by 
the  town  on  the  parishes.  Witness  this  in  May,  1741  :  *'  Vote<l  that 
the  committee  of  the  first  parish  in  Springfield  be  Desire<l  to  Pro>'ide 
Sch<K)l  Master  or  ^Iastei*s  or  School  Dame  or  Dames  for  English  School- 
ing in  s**  Parish  as  shall  Ik*  neeilful  for  that  End  Takeing  the  advice  <i: 
approbation  of  the  Selectmen  therein  at  the  Charge  of  the  Town  not 
Exceeding  five  months."  We  take  it  that  the  income  from  the  school 
lands  was  received  bv  the  town,  and  certainlv  at  this  time  the  ministrv 
lauds  were  still  managed  by  the  town,  bdl  in  a  way  that  the  precinct 
would  agree  to.  Thus  it  was  voti*d  in  town-meeting  in  1741*  that 
'*  David  Chapin  l>e  a  Committee  to  take  cai*e  of  the  Ministry  land  in 
the  outward  commons  in  s**  Town,  and  consult  the*Sevei*al  Ministers 
m  s**  Town  Respecting  the  same."  A  £70  brick  school-house  was  or- 
dered bv  the  town  in  1745,  twentv-one  bv  eiifhteen  feet  in  size. 
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It  is  curious  that  at  this  time  the  voti*  for  the  poor  was  quite  equal 
to  the  regular  appropriatiou  for  schools,  which  may  possibly  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  war  tlien  in  progress  with  the  French  and  Indians. 

Here  follows  a  list  of  members  of  the  Fii*st  Parish  who  lost 
their  lives  at  Louisburg :  Lieut.  Jolm  Munn,  Jonathan  AVarriner, 
Israel  Warner,  Abner  Hancock,  John  Ashley,  Pelatiah  Jones,  John 
Crowfoot,  Gideon  Warriiier,  Benjamin  Knowlton,  Jr.,  Samuel  Chapin, 
Jr.,  Asabel  Chapin,  Kbenezer  Warner,  Ebenezer  Thomas,  Reuben 
Hitchcock,  Josepii  Mears,  George  Mygate,  and  Reuben  Dorchester. 

The  capture  of  Fort  Mtissachusetts  (Adams,  Berkshire  county) 
by  the  French  and  Indians  in  1740,  and  another  bloody  Indian 
attack  \\\X)\\  Deerfield,  renewed  the  fears  of  the  people  of  the  valley. 
Two  years  later  a  fight  on  the  New  Hampshire  border  is  of  more 
innnediate  interest  to  Springfield.  In  1 748  Capt.  Humphrey  Hobbs, 
of  Springfield,  and  Lieutenant  Alexander,  of  Northfield,  left  Fort 
Charlestown  for  the  fort  in  Heath.  They  had  many  Springfield 
soldiers  with  them,  and  were  attacked  while  at  dinner  by  Sackett,  a 
half-breed,  descended  of  a  Westfield  captive,  it  is  supposed,  and 
three  hundred  savages.  It  was  a  four  hours'  sharp-shooting  affray 
behind  trees,  during  which  Ilobbs  and  Sackett,  who  were  old  acquaint- 
ances, interchanged  dreadful  threats  and  commands  for  surrender. 
Hobbs  finally  charged  and  won  easily. 

In  1755,  when  the  Hampshire  regiment  under  Col.  Ephraim  Will- 
iams accompanied  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  there  was  another 
season  of  anxiety.  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Burt,  who  accompanied  Williams, 
fell  witii  that  hero  (the  virtual  founder  of  Williams  College),  Septem- 
ber 8,  1755.  Buit  served  in  Capt.  Luke  Hitchcock's  company.  It 
may  be  interesting  to  give  Burt's  outfit  at  the  time  of  his  death :  A 
great-coat,  a  camlet  scarlet  double-breasted  jack-coat,  a  German 
sei^e  waist-coat,  a  striped  Holland  shirt,  a  pair  of  leather  breeches, 
a  felt  hat,  brass  s?hoe-buckles,  a  hatchet,  etc. 

The  French  and  the  Indians  assaulted  the  northern  settlements  of 
the  Connecticut  valley  in  1 75G.     Fear  of  the  victorious  Montcalm  drove 
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Governor  Pownal  in  1 757  to  mass  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and  infauti-y 
at  Springfield  to  check  his  advance  from  Lake  George.  But  the  move 
was  unnecessary,  and  in  1760  Canada  became  a  British  province. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  smaller  matters  that  one  might  linger  over 
with  curious  but  time-consuming  interest.  We  find  the  town  direct- 
ing ( 1 739 )  William  Pynchon  to  oppose  the  Brookfield  petition  before 
the  General  Court  for  liberty  to  make  a  '*  Passageway  through 
severall  Barrs  in  Chiecuppi  River  for  Shad  to  Pass  :  "  we  find  ordei-s 
for  three  or  more  "  good  Handsome  Ilew'd  stones  to  be  placed 
before  the  front  door  of  the  town-house ; "  for  the  selectmen  to 
lease  out  (1737)  all  town  lands  ''  together  with  the  Land  and  Burj'- 
ing  yard  at  the  Middle  of  the  Town  for  the  term  of  five  years  to  the 
best  advantage  ;  "  for  a  workhouse  (174*2)  on  the  prison  lot,  and  for 
the  payment  of  all  appropriations  in  "  old  Tener  bills.*' 

Agawam  was  granted  its  desire  to  be  s<*t  off  as  a  separate  district 
in  1754.  The  Governor  of  Massachusetts  had  been  warned  bv  the 
king  in  1 753  against  the  multiplication  of  towns  with  representatives 
in  General  Court,  and  so  the  expedient  of  setting  up  districts  unrep- 
resented was  resorted  to.  These  districts  became  towns  bv  an  act 
passed  in  1777.  Duping  the  year  1753  a  proposition  to  bridge  the 
Agawam  river  by  a  lottery  scheme  hail  been  voted  down.  The  total 
town  expenses  in  1 746  were  £600,  which  showed  how  Springfield  was 
growing,  as  the  church  ex()enses  were  not  included  in  the  general 
tax.  In  1741  rewartls  were  offered  for  the  destruction  of  the  fol- 
lowing pests :  Woodchucks  or  ground  raccoons,  \kh  ;  old  black- 
birds, 2d.  ;  young  bhickbinls.  Id, ;  crows,  6f/.  ;  blackbirds'  eggs,  per 
doz.,  4(Z. 

The  selectmen  of  1737  were  William  Pynchon,  Capt.  John  Day, 
John  Burt,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Colton.  Ten  years 
later  tlie  office i*s  were  :  Mrxlerator,  Ca])t.  Tliomas  Stebbins  ;  clerk  and 
treasurer,  Edwai*d  Pynchon ;  selectmen,  James  Warriner,  Francis 
Ball,  William  Stebbins,  Joseph  Pynchon,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Jr., 
El>enezer  Hitchcock,  Jonathan  Church.     At  the  end  of  still  another 
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cltM-:ule  (l7o7)  we  find  Josiah  Dwiglit  being  called  to  the  nKwlerator- 
shi]),  and  figuring  as  one  of  the  foremost  citizens. 

We  have  to  record  the  death,  in  17  41,  of  Col.  William  Pynchon, 
justice  of  the  Court  of  C<mimon  Pleas.  His  wife  was  Katharine 
Brewer,  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer  and  si.sti»r  of  Eunice  Brewer, 
wlio  had  l)e<^oni(*  the  wif«»  of  Rev.  Robert  Breck.  C)ther  deaths  were 
Col.  John  Pynchon,. clerk  of  courts,  in  174*2;  I)ea.  Henry  Burt,  in 
174H;  and  of  Dea.  Nathaniel  Church,  in  17<J1.  Colonel  Pyuchon's 
wife  was  the  daughtt»r  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tavlor,  of  Westfield. 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

Col.  John  Worthin^on.  —  Josiah  Dwighl.  —  Benjamio  r>ay. —  Prom Lnent  Doctors. — 
ITie  Small-pox. —  Ilao^iog  of  Sbaw.  —  Tlie  Wait  MoDument. —  Parish  Matters. — 
Jedediah  Bliss.  —  Spria«^eld  Mountains.  —  Stony  Hill.  —  West  Springfield  attempts 
to  rule  the  Town.  —  Is  set  ofi*  as  a  Separate  Town.  —  .John  Worthington's  Tory  Senti- 
ment.—  Other  Springfield  Tories.  —  Town  Officers  for  1775.  —  Lexington.  —  Sprinsr- 
field  Minute-Men.  —  Ix?tter  from  a  Springfield  Soldier.  —  Revolutionan*  Soldiers  from 
Springfield.  —  Moses  Bliss.  —  The  Pynchon  Family  again.  —  Town  Acts  and  Resolve?. 
—  The  March  to  Ticonderoga.  —  More  Revolutionary  Soldiers.  —  The  State  Con«titu- 
tion.  —  .lohu  Worthington  in  Growing  Favor.  —  Financial  Distress.  —  Depi-eciation  of 
Currency.  —  An  Inter-State  Convention  at  Springfield. —  Fluctuations  in  Values. — 
Warrants  of  Distress. 

The  ix^ricxl  opens  with  John  Worthingtou  and  Josi^ib  Dwight  in  the 
General  Court,  ami  Wortbington,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Hitcheook.  Maj. 
Benjamin  Day.  Aaron  Colton,  and  Edward  Pyuehon,  .selectmen  of 
the  town.  Major  Day  was  the  most  prominent  man  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river. 

I^fore  the  Kevolntion  Phineas  Lvman,  of  Suftleld,  was  the  briirhtist 
light  of  the  Hampshiix*  bar  so  long  as  he  remained  a  practitioner 
here.  But  his  name  comes  down  to  us  as  the  law  instructor  of  two 
notable  men,  —  Joseph  Hawley,  of  Northampton,  the  Otis  of  western 
Massachusetts,  and  Col.  John  Worthiiigton,  of  Springfield.  These 
two  attorneys  rose  to  be  about  equal  sharers  of  the  law  practice  of 
the  county.  One  was  conscientious,  slow,  profound ;  the  other 
lighter  in  temperament  and  quicker  in  meiitid  processes,  but  by  no 
means  equal  to  that  kind  of  agility  of  thought  that  can  surrender 
the  traditions  of  the  fathers  when  the  opi)ortuuity  for  a  righteous 
revolution  offers  it&elf .     Worthingtou  was  a  gooil  deal  of   a  social 
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light,  withal,  and  tory  to  the  core.  Hawley  was  much  better  equipjx^d 
to  put  his  stalwart  shoulder  to  the  wheel  of  democracy  that  was  des- 
tined to  be  rolled  across  the  century. 

Among  Worthington's  co-practitioners  in  Springfield  was  one  Cor- 
nelius Jones,  who  had  risen  from  a  tailor*s  bencli ;  also  Closes  Bliss 
and  Jonathan  liliss.  Colonel  Worthington  received  his  military  title 
by  his  conunand  of  the  western  Hampshire  regiment  of  militia.  He 
figures  on  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  which  recommended  a  con- 
gress at  New  York  in  October,  1765,  which  promulgated  the  "Dec- 
laration of  Rights  and  Grievances.''  It  is  pretty  evident  that  he  did 
not  dominate  the  committee,  for  he  declined  to  attt»nd  that  congress 
as  del^ate.  Colonel  Worthingtcm  wa.s  not  alone  in  this  devotion  to 
the  law  and  the  government  of  (ireat  Britain  ;  some  of  the  best  men  in 
the  village,  socially  considered,  shrank  from  the  ordeal  of  a  conflict 
with  the  mother-country,  even  upon  so  vital  a  point  as  taxation  with- 
out representation. 

The  medical  profession,  as  well  jis  the  legal,  was  well  represented 
at  Springfield  at  this  period,  among  the  doctors  being  Charles  Pyn- 
ehon,  Fklward  Chapin,  John  Vanhorn,  and  Timothy  Cooper.  The 
iiecessit}^  of  garrison  soldiers,  no  doubt,  was  a  means  of  spreading 
disease,  and  the  records  show  that  deaths  from  small-pox  became 
frequent  in  1758,  and  ai)propriations  as  high  as  £150,  for  stricken 
Bohliers  alone,  were  made  by  the  town.  The  question  (^f  inoculation 
gave  rise  to  spirited  debates,  and  a  motion  for  an  inoculation  hos- 
pital was  voted  down,  and  the  practice  prohibited  "  in  any  manner  or 
shai^e  whatever."  To  avoid  misunderstanding  the  selectmen  were 
expressly  directed  to  desire  *'  Doc'  Pynchon  to  Desist  from  Innocu- 
lating  an}^  Person  or  persons  in  this  Town."  A  pest-house  was, 
however,  built,  and  Dr.  John  Dickinson,  who  had  been  summoned 
from  Middletown,  Conn.,  seems  to  have  had  the  burden  of  the  medical 
care;  but  his  bill  —  over  £100 — was  contested,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  collect  it  by  due  pro(*ess  of  law. 

Springfield  witnessed  a  hanging  in   November,   1770,   when  Shaw 
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suflfere<l  death  for  the  killing  of  EarL  a  fellow-prisoner.  Pc^ople  came 
from  all  imxXs  of  the  county,  ami,  before  his  taking  off.  Rev.  Mr. 
Baldwin,  of  Palmer,  preache<l  a  sennon,  and  Rev.  Robert  Breck  of- 
fen*<l  a  prayer. 

# 

The  Wait  monument,  on  Annor\*  hill,  one  of  Springfield's  cherished 
lan<lmarks,  VK»longs  to  this  early  ]K*riod.  It  now  st,and*5  some  twenty 
feet  east  of  its  original  site,  and  was  erected  in  1763,  by  Joseph  Wait, 
of  Brcx>kfield.  to  mark  the  n>ad  to  Boston,  he  presumably  having  lost 
his  wav.     Tra<lition  savs  that  he  nearlv  lost  his  life  in  a  snow-stonn. 

*  »  • 

liaving  by  mistake  taken  the  Skipmuck  road.  Joseph  Wait,  it  may 
be  abided,  was  a  descendant  of  Richanl  Wavte,  of  Watertowu,  who 
wab  the  ancestor  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Waite  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court. 

The  incoq)onition  of  the  common  lauds  was  causing  some  trouble. 
In  1772  the  outer  couunons  committee  rei>orted  m  i*eferenee  to  the 
'*  several  pretended  (irants  &  Divisi<ms  "  of  land  made  since  1713  by 
those  calling  themselves  pi*oprietors,  that  they  wei*e  "  arbitrary,  un- 
legal  &  unjust  &  in  Regard  to  their  power  of  l)is|)Osing  of  e'm  was 
altogether  illegal.'*  The  town,  however,  in  onler  to  save  trouble, 
continued  all  thes<*  grants  except  where  roads  were  required,  as  well 
as  stone  quarries  and  river-banks  containing  stone.  The  same  year 
John  Worthiugton  headed  a  committee  to  consider  the  -'  doings  &  pro- 
ceedings of  the  proprietors  of  the  Inwanl  Commons."  The  same 
meeting  refused  to  surrender  to  the  proprietors  the  right  to  cut  timber 
in  the  outward  commons  of  Springfiehl  and  Wilbraham.  The  town 
annually  ap|>oiuted  a  s|>ecial  committee  to  protect  the  town's  iuteivsts 
in  the  common  lau<ls. 

In  1771  Thomas  Stebbins  heade<l  a  committee  to  build  a  new  l>rick 
school-house  in  the  first  parish;  cost,  £117.  That  year,  also,  the 
selectmen,  consisting  of  Col.  John  Worthiugton,  Kdward  Pyuchon, 
Maj.  Benjamiu  Day,  Nathaniel  P^ly,  Jr.,  John  Ix^ouard,  Moses  Bliss, 
and  Daniel  Harris,  stood  up  and  ^*took  the  oath  Respicting  Bills  of 
the  neighl)ouriug  Governments." 
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The  course  of  the  First  Parish  was  for  many  years  unbroken  by  any 
theological  combat,  and  the  ministry,  begun  in  unseemly  contention, 
progressed  in  almost  prosaic  prosperity.  The  nearest  approach  to 
trouble  was  an  episode  of  the  year  1766.  It  was  at  the  close  of 
March.  The  congregation  were  joining  in  the  usual  hymn,  when 
Jedediah  Bliss,  a  tannor,  began  reading  aloud,  to  the  great  scandal 
of  the  whole  churcii.  After  the  service  Edward  Pynchon  held  a  long 
conference  with  Mr.  Bliss,  and  attempted  to  disabuse  his  mind  of 
sundry  vicious  and  irreverend  notions.  Bliss  was  an  eccentiic  man, 
and  honest,  but  lacking  in  judgment,  and  rather  coarse-fibred  withal. 
He  was  familiarly  known  as  "  J  eddy  Bliss."  Any  man  or  woman 
who  was  a  '' leetle  queer  "  was  locally  characterized  as  *' Jeddy." 
Pxlward  Pynch<3U,  a  ])rother  of  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon,  with  all  the 
prestige  of  family,  otlicial  prominence,  and  Christian  character,  could 
make  no  lasting  impression  upon  Jedediah  Bliss  ;  and  two  other  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  were  brought  in,  but  with  no  better  success. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Bliss  was  debarred  from  Christian  privileges  "  till 
gospel  satisfaction  is  made  for  s*^  offense."  Some  months  later 
(Sept.,  1767),  Mr.  Bliss  told  the  people  gathered  at  lecture  that  he 
would  like  to  make  a  confession  of  his  offence  of  disturbing  public 
worship  by  reading  during  the  singing ;  but  it  was  promptly  voted  to 
adhere  "  to  the  antient  Practice  of  receiving  confessions  of  Publick 
offences  only  before  the  Congregation."  A  year  later  Mr.  Bliss  car- 
ried his  point  so  far  as  to  secure  an  agreement  that  Mr.  Breck  should 
read  his  confession  to  the  congregation,  and  so  the  wanderer  was 
*'  restored  to  charity." 

In  1762  the  petition  of  the  Fourth  Parish  for  a  township  was  first 
denied,  then  re-considered,  and  re-denied  with  some  feeling.  In  less 
than  a  year  Worthington  and  Dwight  were  commissioned  to  oppose 
the  [KJtition  of  Hardwick,  Greenwich,  and  other  towns  for  a  new 
county  out  of  eastern  Hampshire.  In  this  year,  however,  little  Wil- 
braham  obtained  its  incorporation  in  spite  of  the  Centre  ;  and  it  may  be 
said,  by  way  of    bringing   the  thread  of  that  history  down  to  this 
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period,  that  the  *'  Outward  Commons"  were  settled  about  1731,  and 
were  known  also  as  '•  Springfield  Mountains,"  which,  in  1741,  became 
the  Fourth  Parish,  or  precinct,  and  in  June,  1763,  joined  the  family  of 
Massachusetts  towns,  although,  technically,  it  was  simply  a  district 
under  Springfield's  wing  for  some  years.  This  was  due,  as  we  have 
explained,  to  the  royal  jealousy  at  the  multiplication  of  townships. 
In  1767  Springfield  and  the  district  of  Wilbraham  met  and  chose 
John  Worthington  as  their  common  representative  to  the  General 
Court.  In  1770  the  Stony  Hill  people  (Ludlow)  applied  for  the 
privilege  of  a  district ;  but  Springfield,  as  usual,  opposed  this.  A 
more  favorable  answer  was  received  ui  1771,  and  in  1774  Ludlow  was 
duly  incorporated  by  the  legislature,  under  circumstances  smju  to  l)€ 
related. 

Then  there  was  Ix>ngmeadow,  which  wanted  more  than  precinct 
prerogatives,  and  on  March  1 7,  1 772,  Springfield  granted  the  request, 
and  undertook  in  vain  to  reconsider  the  vote.  A  subsequent  town- 
meeting  Reversed  the  action,  and  the  date  of  its  incor|X)ration  is  1783. 

West  Springfield  was  the  favorite  child  of  Springfield,  and,  as  usual 
in  such  cases,  the  one  that  caused  the  most  trouble  in  the  family.  It 
is  evident  that,  even  at  that  early  day,  there  was  in  the  breasts  of  the 
west-siders  a  feeling  of  paramount  l<K*al  imix>rtance,  although  they 
had  st»cur(Kl  a  separate  minister,  by  expressly  disavowing  any  ambi- 
tion for  township.  They  gathered  in  town-meeting  in  1770  in  full 
force,  and  came  within  a  few  votes  of  carrying  a  motion  to  hold  half 
of  the  town-meetings  on  the  west  side  (except  the  annual  May  meet- 
ing), and  the  next  year  they  tried  to  have  the  grammar  school  trans- 
ferred there  for  one  year.  There  w:is  an  untoward  feeling  afloat.  The 
Centime  was  resolve<l  to  hold  to  its  [)ossessions.  es]>ecially  as  the  ''  great 
and  general  field  "  was  on  the  west  side  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
*'•  Twenty-rod  Road"  were  equally  resolved  u|>on  ruling  the  town. 
The  inconvenience  of  crossing  the  great  river  for  town-meetings, 
grammar  school,  etc.,  was  of  course  a  great  drawback  to  the  west 
side. 
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Matters  had  now  (1773)  come  to  such  a  pass  tliat  the  west-siders 
wen*  determined  to  have  their  own  way,  or  go  tlieir  own  way.  The 
usual  course  had  been  for  the  town-m(»eting  to  organize  with  Colonel 
Worthington  as  nKKlerat^)r,  and  to  appoint  Edward  Pynchon  clerk  and 
treasurer,  and  then  to  put  botli  on  tiie  lK>ard  of  selectmen.  The 
March  meeting  of  1773  eiiallenged  all  the  elements  of  discord  into 
activity.  After  Colonel  Worthington  had  In^en  made  nuMlerator, 
Benjamin  Day,  cleric,  and  Kdward  Pynchon,  treasurer,  great  excite- 
ment prevailed,  the  election  of  Day  showing  that  tiie  revolt  was  for- 
midable. The  victory  was  made  complete  by  a  motion  to  adjourn 
for  two  days,  and  to  reassemble  at  the  meeting-house  in  West  Spring- 
fiehl.  There  the  town-meeting  was  actually  held.  Inuigine  the  feel- 
ings of  mortification  and  exasperation  in  the  bosoms  of  the  aristo- 
cratic Hlisses,  Worthiugtons,  Brewers,  Stebbinses,  and  Pynchons,  as 
they  crossed  tiie  river  to  attend  a  Springfield  town-meeting  in  the 
comparative  wilderness  of  the  west  side  I  The  ohl  board  of  select- 
men (1772)  were:  Col.  John  Worthington,  Edward  Pynchon,  Dea. 
Nathaniel  Ely,  Dea.  tJolm  Leonard,  Dea.  Daniel  Harris,  Dea.  Jcma- 
than  White,  and  Moses  Bliss.  Moses  Bliss,  tlu?  son  of  our  Jedediah 
Bliss,  was  at  this  time  becoming  a  prominent  person.  He  was  des- 
tined to  become  the  ancestor  of  three  (ieorge  Blisses,  —  son,  grand- 
son, and  great-grandson,  —  whose  careers  are  interwoven  in  our  local 
annals. 

The  first  move  of  what  may  be  called  the  new  party  (because  the 
revolt  was  not  confined  to  West  Springfield,  but  was  favored  by  some 
at  the  Centre)  was  to  make  up  a  list  of  nine  selectmen.  Pynchon, 
Han'is,  and  Bliss  were  stricken  from  the  old  board,  and  Col.  Benjamin 
Day,  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon,  Lieut.  Benjamin  Leonard,  Aaron  Colton, 
and  Benjamin  Ely  were  chosen  to  fill  out  the  list.  Whereupon  the 
astutti  moderator,  Colonel  Worthington,  declined  to  serve  as  select- 
man, and  John  Hale  was  promptly  put  in  his  place.  Thus  was  the 
flower  of  the  Centre  plucked  and  ru<lely  dragged,  so  to  s])eak,  tiu'ough 
the  streets  of    West  Springfield !     The  friends  of    Worthington    at 
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onct-  began  to  obbtruct  the  proceeilings  and  to  call  for  the  |K)lling  of 
the  house  u^Hin  every  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to  sii8|>end  the  elec- 
tion of  town  ollicers  for  five  days  (March  30,  1773),  ixmding  a  con- 
ference as  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  emergency.  Tlie  next 
meeting  was  in  the  court-house  on  the  east  side  ;  but  that  temple  of 
justice  had  no  better  effect  u\yon  the  spirits  of  men,  and  still  again 
the  meeting  adjourned  for  one  day  in  ill-tem|jer  to  the  West  Spring- 
field side.  A  remarkable  scene  foUowetl.  A  pn)minent  man,  pre- 
sumably Colonel  Worthington,  as  he  was  chairman  of  a  conference 
conunittee  chosen  to  consider  the  deplorable  state  of  the  town,  reatl 
the  following  rei>ort :  — 

That  the  saiil  town  is  in  a  most  I'nliappy  &  Melancholy  state  that  consiflering 
the  situation  &  Circumstances  of  the  town  &  the  Inclinations  and  tempers  of  the 
Inhabitants  there  is  no  prospect  they  Can  Longer  Manage  tlicir  pul>lic  Affairs  to 
Mutual  &  General  advantage  in  one  intire  corporate  Body  but  that  it  is  quite 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  Division  thereof. 

That  no  mode  or  terms  of  Division  can  be  devised  wliich  the  (ieneralitv  of  the 
Inhabitants  in  the  several  parts  of  the  town  would  acc^inle  to  and  acquiesse  in. 

That  it  is  (Consequently  Absolutely  Necessary'  for  the  Peacx*  and  Happiness  of 
the  whole  that  the  Mode  &  terms  of  their  Divition  should  l>e  referrM  awd  sub- 
mitted to  the  Determination  of  Judicious  &  Disinterested  persons  from  abroad. 

The  re|X)rt  contained  other  peace-fosti*ring  recommendations,  and 
seems  to  have  been  unanimously  adopted.  A  better  feeling  exists, 
as  appears  from  the  adjournment  to  the  Springfield  court-house  two 
days  later,  when  the  work  of  electing  town  orticers  proceeiled 
smoothly.  The  arbitrators  contemplated  in  the  reix)rt  of  the  con- 
ference above  quoted  were  William  Williams,  Krastus  Wok-ott,  and 
Joseph  Root.  This  committee  ma<le  an  elaljorate  report,  which  was 
submitted  to  a  six*cial  town-meeting  held  in  May.  The  board  of 
arbitrators  took  occasion  to  say  that  they  considered  it  '*  a  (rreat 
IJnhappiness  that  the  most  Antiant  and  Respectable  town  in  the 
County  of  Hami>shire,  the  wise  and  peaceable  Conduct  of   whose 
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public  affairs  has  ever  to  tbis  Day  Done  much  Honour  to  the 
Inhabitiiuts  and  established  a  just  Veneration  for  their  leading  men 
should  by  Cleans  only  of  the  supjK^sed  or  Real  Indiscretion  and 
Mistakes  of  a  few  persons  be  Reduced  to  the  necessity  of  a  Divi- 
sion." The  committee  then  proceeded  to  make  a  separation  more 
difficult  by  deciding  that  while  the  Connecticut  river  should  be  the 
dividing  line,  the  lands  on  the  west  side  in  the  *'  Great  and  General 
Field  "  should  be  taxed  in  the  town  where  the  owners  thereof  live ; 
that  the  public  buildings  should  belong  to  the  town  in  which  they 
fell  by  the  division  ;  that  no  other  division  should  lx»  made,  but  if,  on 
further  consideration,  the  new  arrangement  did  not  prove  satisfactory, 
that  the  Third  and  Fifth  Parishes  should  be  erected  into  districts. 

This  report  was  rejected  with  great  alacrity,  and  the  kettle 
simmered  until  November  2,  when  the  west  side  made  a  vain  attempt 
to  get  the  grammar  school  transferred  over  the  river  for  the  winter. 
jMotions  to  hold  the  town-meetings  on  the  west  side,  and  to  set  up 
Longmeadow  as  a  district,  were  also  voted  down.  At  the  January 
town-meeting  (1774)  the  new  party  put  through  a  motion  giving  the 
west  parish  a  share  of  the  town-meetings.  A  connuittee,  headed  by 
Benjamin  Day,  was  chosen  to  explain  to  the  General  Court  the 
nature  of  the  several  petitions  praying  for  divisions  of  the  town. 
The  Third  Parish  was  voted  a  district,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  for 
three  days  to  the  west  side.  We  will  let  the  records  tell  the  rest  of 
the  narrative :  — 


At  a  Lawfiill  town  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitance  of  the  town  of  Springfield  Jan*" 
the  20:  1774  holden  by  Adjournment  from  the  17  of  sd  Jan*"  tollecive  the  Kcport 
of  their  Coniittee  — 

Voted  to  Atcept  the  lieport  of  the  C^ommittee  appointed  to  Draw  up  Instruc- 
tions for  the  Agents  and  that  they  prefer  to  the  General  Court  the  answer  of  the 
town  to  the  several  i)etitions  praying  for  a  Division  thereof  which  ia  as  fol- 
loweth  — 

We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  by  the  town  of  Springfeild  a  Committee 
to  Draw  up  Instructions  for  the  Agents  to  prefer  to  the  General  Court  relating 
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to  several  Petitions  for  the  Division  of  the  town  beg  leave  to  Report  as  follows, 
viz  — 

To  Cor"  Benj«  Day,  Left  Benj*  Leonard  &  Dea"  Nath*^  Ely  — 

Gentlemen  you  being  Chosen  by  the  town  as  Agents  to  make  answer  in  the 
General  Court  to  several  {letitlons  now  Depending  there  praying  for  a  Devlsion 
of  said  town  —  we  Do  Desire  you  to  Use  your  Influence  With  the  RepresenUitives 
of  said  town  to  prevent  by  all  proper  ways  and  means  in  their  Power  any  CJeiieral 
DeWsion  thereof  and  that  you  make  Use  of  Counsel  to  assist  you  therein  au<  you 
shall  think  necessary  and  tliat  you  offer  such  Reasons  against  any  General  Divi- 
tion  thereof  vls  you  shall  think  propper  and  Reasonable  also  that  you  prefer  the 
following  to  the  (ireat  &  General  Court  as  an  answer  to  the  jwtitions  now 
Depending  therein  praying  for  a  Division  of  said  town. 
SpKiNOKEiLu,  Jan""  20  :  1774 

Jonx  Hale 
Joh"^"  White 
Bexj-^  Elv 
JusTix  Elv 

Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  his  Excellency  thoinas  Hutchinson  Esq"^  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  the  HonorabU* 
his  Majesty  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
at  Boston  on  the  20  Dav  of  Januarv,  1774  — 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency  &  Honours  —  the  town  of  Springf eild  have 
been  Notifietl  and  cite<l  to  Shew  (^luse  if  Anv  thev  have  whv  the  Petitions  of  the 
first  Parish  and  also  the  Petition  of  (wrt  of  the  'M\  and  4  Parishes  and  also  the 
Petition  of  a  i»lace  calle<l  Stonuy  Hill  in  said  Springfeild  now  Depending  in  the 
General  Court  praying  for  a  Division  of  Said  town  should  not  be  (irantinl  the 
town  supi>ose  no  general  TMvision  thereof  at  Present  either  necessary  or  Eligable 
but  that  if  any  Particular  part  thereof  are  Dissatisfie<l  with  there  connections 
with  the  Main  Bodv  it  is  but  Reasonable  thev  should  I'etition  to  be  made  a  Dis- 
trict  Corporation  but  «is  the  Petitioners  have  Alledged  a  Number  of  Facts  in  their 
Petition  wliich  we  tliink  have  a  tendency  to  give  your  Excellency  &  Hon'*  a  Mis- 
understanding of  the  State  of  this  town  we  Must  beg  leave  to  make  some  few 
Remarks  thereon.  The  Difficulties  that  have  Arisen  in  the  town  have  been  tix) 
notorious  to  be  whollv  Concealed  and  we  liartilv  wish  we  Could  sav  that  anv 
Particular  Parish  had  not  been  the  Occasion  thereof.  A  Particular  Detail  of  facts 
might  be  made  but  we  Choose  a  Veil  of  Oblivion  should  be  drawn  over  them 
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Excepting  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  set  the  Conduct  of  the  Kest  of  the  town 
in  a  faire  Light. 

A  Number  of  Circumstances  Concurred  Last  March  to  bring  the  town  Gener- 
ally togather  at  their  annual  town  meeting  for  the  ("hoice  of  Town  officers  &c  in 
which  the  Town  Chose  to  make  some  alteration  in  their  officers  which  was  so 
Disagreeable  to  several  Parsons  in  the  first  Parish  that  they  endeavored  in  an  Un- 
presented  manner  to  Obstruct  and  hintler  the  Business  of  the  Meeting  by  a  suffi- 
cient Number  appearing  to  Object  to  almost  every  Vote  when  it  was  indisputable 
to  every  Body  present  and  this  not  onely  in  Matters  of  Importance  but  also  in 
the  Choice  of  the  Most  Inconsiderable  officers  whereby  the  List  of  the  Voters 
was  obliged  to  be  called  which  Necessarily  took  up  some  Houres  and  tliis 
was  Followe<l  about  three  Days  «S:  a  half  with  the  Express  and  Avowed  Design  to 
git  the  town  to  send  to  the  general  Court  for  a  Committee  to  Divide  the  same  a 
Measure  then  ami  ever  seiice  very  Disagreeable  to  much  the  greatest  part  of  sd 
town  and  this  was  continued  untill  the  within  a  few  Hours  of  Extent  of  time 
allowed  bv  Law  to  Make  Choice  of  Town  officers  where])v  many  considereil 
themselves  under  a  Necessity  of  Complying  to  have  a  Committee.  The  Petitioners 
are  very  much  mistaken  in  their  Hepreseiitation  of  a  Keport  made  by  a  Committee 
of  the  town  that  an  Application  to  the  general  Court  for  a  C<munittee  to  Divide 
the  same  was  the  Only  Expedient  to  Restore  Peace  and  Prevent  Discord  and  Con- 
fusion for  we  are  Informed  ])y  a  Number  of  said  Committee  that  no  such  Report 
was  made  or  agreed  to  by  the  Major  part  of  them  and  we  are  Certain  there  is  no 
such  Article  in  their  Report  as  Enter''  on  the  town  Keconl,  but  their  Report  was 
to  Choose  a  ('ommittee  in  the  Neighboring  towns  &c. 

The  town  had  always  avoide<l  apjdying  to  the  (Jeneral  (^ourt  because  they 
would  be  Left  at  Liberty  about  excepting  a  rejmrt  of  any  Committee  about  a 
Division  of  the  town  as  they  should  think  eligable  or  not  —  and  the  charge  of 
Insinceritv  is  utterly  groun<lless  and  without  Foundation  and  onlv  mentioned  as 
we  Conceive  with  the  Designe  of  Representing  the  town  in  an  Unfavourable  Light 
to  your  Excellency  and  Honours.  The  Petitioners  alle<lge  a  Vote  of  the  town 
that  a  Division  tliereof  was  necessary  &c  l)ut  it  should  be  Remembered  that  there 
hail  been  Application  before  that  time  by  Stony  Hill  so  called  and  Long  Meadow 
to  be  made  seperate  towns  or  Districts  and  tliey  had  obtained  the  towns  Consent 
thereto  these  people  might  vote  in  that  manner  from  their  own  i)articular  Circum- 
stances others  from  the  Necessitv  thev  was  then  Under  as  before  referre<l  to. 
But  when  tlie  Report  was  made  tlie  town  Could  not  Consent  to  it,  anti  the  follow- 
ing with  others  not  Mentioned  might  be  their  Reasons  for  Rejecting  it  (viz)  no 
allowance  was  thereby  made  to  the  western  town  which  was  to  be  erected  for  any 
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Moneys  they  bad  Expended  for  Public  Buildings  in  the  first  Parish,  no  Care  was 
thereby  taken  of  Money  Particularly  as  to  the  £2<X>  Votetl  for  a  bridge  across 
Chicuepee  River  if  not  expen<le<l  for  that  purposs  —  ])y  said  Report  Connecticutt 
Ri\'er  was  to  be  the  Dividing  Line  —  and  yit  no  Dividing  Line  was  to  ])e  tixi-d : 
Stony  Hill  were  to  receive  their  Share  of  the  Town  Stock  and  have  no  Part  of  tlu- 
Poor;  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Meadow  Land,  was  to  be  left  vague  precarious  and 
fluctiating  which  might  be  the  Occasion  of  Great  Disputes  and  Contentions  and 
perhaps  prove  the  I'tter  Ruin  of  the  western  Town  these  with  others  ])robably 
were  the  Reasons  of  the  Towns  Rejecting  the  Report.  We  think  there  will  In* 
no  future  Occasion  of  Discord  or  Confusion  in  thisto^^n  if  but  a  few  Individuals 
in  it  can  content  themselves  with  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the  towns  PriviJo«jrrs 
&c. 

As  to  the  Petitions  of  part  of  the  tliird  and  fourth  Parishes  we  would  observe 
that  the  Petitioners  are  but  a  very  inconsiderable  part  of  two  I^rge  Parishes  and 
the  much  greatest  jmrt  of  Each  of  those  Parishes  are  very  far  from  being  in  Sen- 
timent with  them  as  to  the  Matter  of  their  Petition  —  the  Inhabitants  of  Stonny 
Hill  have  heretofore  applied  and  receivetl  the  Consent  of  this  Town  for  being 
made  a  separate  Town  or  District  and  we  think  there  Local  Circumstances  are 
such  that  they  can  receive  very  little  if  any  Benefit  from  their  present  Connec- 
tions with  us  Either  as  to  town  or  Parishial  Privileges  —  but  as  the  greatest  Part 
of  them  have  within  a  few  years  movetl  into  this  town  from  the  neighboring 
towns  we  cannot  thmk  it  Reasonable  they  should  liave  their  Proportion  of  the 
Town  Stock  of  Money  without  being  Chargeable  with  Part  of  tlu*  support  of 
the  Poor  of  the  town. 

We  therefore  pray  youi  Excellency  and  Honours  that  the  prayer  of  the  Peti- 
tioners may  l>e  dismissed. 

The  Genei'iil  Court  proinptl}'  incorix>rated  West  Si)rin^tield  and 
*'  Stonny  Hill/  or  Ludlow,  as  separate  towns.  It  has  Ik'Ou  wondered 
why  a  township  was  thnist  upon  AVest  Springfield.  The  alx>ve  account 
exj^lains  it.  The  west-siders,  by  the  aid  of  a  few  from  the  outlyhig 
districts,  Ijegan  a  movement  to  transfer  the  *"•  seat  of  government  " 
to  their  side  of  the  river.  The  Centre  tried  obstruction  for  a  time. 
and  then  api>ealed  to  the  Legislatiu*e,  which  lopi>e<l  off  two  limits  of 
the  ancient  town,  and  peace  was  restoreil. 

We  are  now  confronted  with  a  matter  that  subdued  all  local  rival- 
ries, and  filled  the  bosoms  of  the  inhabitant*  and  freeholders  of  this 
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town  and  all  American  towns  with  deep  and  conflicting  emotions. 
The  first  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  independence  in  this  town  came  to 
the  snrface  in  1774.  Colonel  Worthington  took  his  old  seat  as 
moderator  of  the  town-meeting  in  March.  lie,  with  Moses  Bliss, 
John  Hale,  P^nsign  Phineas  Chapin,  Dea.  Daniel  Harris,  were  chosen 
selectmen.  Wortliington  and  John  Bliss  were  in  the  General  Court 
that  year.  Alarming  letters  from  Boston  were  read  in  open  town- 
meeting  concerning  pnblic  atTairs  and  the  aggressions  of  England. 
The  citizens  of  Boston  had  a  few  days  before  passed  its  famous  non- 
importation and  non-consumption  resolutions,  and  Massachusetts 
wtis  thrown  into  a  state  of  the  wildest  excitement.  Springfield 
town-meeting,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1774,  listened  to  the  following 
resolves  drawn  up  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Dea.  Nathaniel 
Brewer,  Capt.  George  Pynchon,  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon,  Capt.  Simon 
Colton,  Moses  Field,  Jonathan  Hale,  Jr.,  Ensign  Phineas  Chapin, 
James  Sykes,  and  Dea.  Daniel  Harris 

This  Town  taking  into  Serious  &  Deliberate  Consideration  the  present  Dan- 
gerous Scituation  of  this  Province  came  into  the  following  Votes  viz*  (1st) 
That  by  the  Itoyal  Cliarter  of  King  William  &  Queen  Mary  ;  which  we  have 
Po88es9e<l  for  near  a  (,'entury  and  which  has  from  time  to  time  been  Recognized 
both  by  Kings  &  Parliament,  we  are  Intitled  to,  ami  ought  forever  to  Enjoy  all 
the  Liberties  &  Immunities  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  within  any  of  his 
Dominions ;  Some  of  the  most  essential  of  which  are  that  they  Shall  not  be 
Taxeil,  but  with  their  own  Consent,  given  in  Person  or  by  their  Representatives, 
not  Disseized  of  their  property,  or  Condemned  to  any  IVnaltics,  but  by  Judge- 
ment of  goo<]  &  Lawfull  men  of  the  Vicinage. 

21y.  That  the  Charters  of  the  Collonies  ought  to  be  held  Sacred  and  every 
Infraction  upon  them,  carefully  avoided,  as  tending  to  Interrupt  that  Harmony 
between  the  Collonies  and  the  Parent  State,  which  is  so  essential  to  the  Hapiness 
of  both. 

3dly.  That  Tho''  great  DeflFerence  &  Hespect  is  due  to  the  M-isdom  of  the 
British  Parliamept  yet  we  can't  Consider  C)ur  Selves  as  Enjoying  the  Liberties 
and  Immunities  of  Natural  freeborn  Subjects  of  the  King,  if  we  are  lyable  to 
be  Taxed  without  Kepresentation  or  to  be  disseived  of  our  property ;  or  any 
way  punished  without  the  «Iudgement  of  our  Peers.     Nor  do  we  apprehend  that 
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we  liavc  8o  mucii  as  a  Virtaai  representation  in  a  I^gisi^iture.  which  is  not  itself 
Subject  to  those  I^ws  which  it  imposes  u])on  us. 

4thly.  That  the  late  Boston  port  act  which  inflicts  a  most  Severe  Punishment 
upon  that  Town  (and  in  its  operation  upon  almost  the  whole  Continent)  for 
destruction  made  of  the  Property  of  some  Hritish  Merchants,  h\  persons  un- 
known :  and  that  before  any  demand  of  romi)ensation  was  made,  or  any  Citation 
Sent  to  the  Town  to  answer  for  itself :  is  a  Step  that  ought  to  alarm  us  ami  fill 
us  with  deep  Concern. 

othly.  That  the  proposed  new  System  of  Government.  Virtually  annihilatin<r 
our  most  Essential  Charter  Rights,  added  to  the  Boston  Port  act.  gives  is  Such 
apprehensions  of  the  designs  of  administration  against  our  I^iberties.  as  we  have 
never  before  allowed  ourselves  to  Entertain. 

♦>ly.  Impresseil  with  Just  Concern  for  our  privilcdges  and  at  the  Same  time 
Governed  by  Sentiments  of  Loyalty  to  our  Soveraign  and  with  warm  affection 
for  our  Mother  Countrv,  we  ardentlv  wish  that  all  the  CoUonv's  and  everv 
Individual  ^n  them,  may  unite  in  Some  prudent  i)eaceable  Constitutional  meas- 
ures, for  the  Redress  of  our  Grievances  the  Securitv  of  our  Liberties,  an<l  the 
Restoration  of  union  and  mutual  Confidence  between  Great  Brittain  and  her 
Collonies. 

71y.  Tliat  it  is  the  unquestionable  iiight,  so  we  esteem  it  the  Indispensable 
duty  of  the  several  Collonies,  in  this  day,  to  CorresjH>nd  together,  ami  act  in 
Consert :  and  wc  wait  with  Patience  for  the  result  of  the  approaching  Continental 
Congress.  Hoping  that  Influen<>ed  by  Wisdom  from  above  they  will  Recom- 
mend those  measures  which  Stiall  be  both  inoffencive  in  their  Nature  «i  Salutary 
in  their  Temiency.  .Vnd  as  it  appears  to  us  timt  a  discontinuance  of  Trade  ».<: 
Commerce  with  Great  Brittain  might  Serve  the  Interest  of  the  (^ountr^  in  tlivers 
Respects ;  So  Should  any  well  digested  prudently  regulateil  &  pracribh*  plan  for 
this  end  be  proposed,  we  Shall  readily  acceetl  to  it  i  aflFord  our  aid  for  the 
Relief  of  those,  who  may  thereby  be  deprive<l  of  y*'  means  of  Substance,  as 
well  as  Contribute  to  the  Succour  of  our  Bretheren  already  Suffering  in  their 
Countries  Cause. 

8ly.  In  the  meantime  we  think  it  <>ur  duty  to  Express  our  Utter  abhorrence 
of  all  Such  Resolves  &  measures  as  are  unnecessarily  affrontive  to  the  Brittish 
parliment.  ami  carry  an  air  of  Insult  iijHjn  that  Respectable  Body,  as  well  as  of 
all  Tumults  and  riots  among  onr^ves.  Insults  upon  mens  ix>rsons  &  Invations 
of  their  properties.  We  are  I'nanimously  resolve<l  to  di.'jcontenance  every  thing 
of  this  kind  i  to  yield  A  promote  due  obedience  to  his  majesty's  Government  in 
this  Province,  To  ireat  his  niajestys  Representative,  with  all  due  Respect.  To  aiil 
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Inferior  Magistrates  in  the  Regular  Constitutional  Execution  of  the  good  Laws 
we  are  under  and  to  Support  as  far  as  we  are  able  their  Just  Influence  in  their 
Respective  offices  and  we  hope  those  Gentlemen  Unl)iase<l  by  personal  Interest 
and  greatfully  remembering  that  the  favour  of  the  People  first  raised  them  to 
View  and  Recommended  them  to  the  Honnors  they  {Sustain ;  will  readily  unite 
with  us  in  all  reasonable  and  Constitutional  means  of  Re<lres8.  And  tho  we 
will  injure  no  man  in  his  person  or  property  for  diversity  of  opinion,  Yet  M-e 
Shall  not  think  our  Selves  bound  to  Continue  our  favours  to  anv  Gentleman, 
who  lost  to  the  Sentiments  of  (Jratitude  &  Humanity  can  cooly  Sacrifice  his 
Countrys  liberties  to  his  own  private  Emolument. 

The  meeting  was  a  full  one,  and  the  resolves  were  passed  by  a 
large  majority  and  at  once  forwarded  to  Boston. 

On  the  20th  of  September  a  county  congress  was  recommended, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  delegates  in  that  event : 
Dr.  Charles  Pynchon,  Luke  Bliss,  and  Jonathan  Ilale,  Jr.  The 
committee  of  correspondence  was  directed  to  suggest  to  the  towns 
that  the  congress  meet  at  Northampton.  Steps  were  also  taken  to 
aid  in  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Boston.  The  coimnittee  of  corre- 
spondence was  :  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon,  William  Pynchon,  Jr.,  James 
Sikes,  Dea.  Nathaniel  Brewer,  and  John  Hale.  There  was  further 
evidence  of  revolutionary  spirit  on  September  29,  when  Dr.  Charles 
Pynchon  of  this  town  and  John  Bliss  of  Wilbraham  were  selected 
as  representatives  of  the  General  Court  appointed  to  meet  at  Salem 
October  A,  and  Capt.  Cieorge  Pynchon  and  Jonathan  Hale,  Jr., 
were  chosen  delegates  to  the  Provincial  Congress  October  2. 

It  may  be  well  asked  wluit  had  become  of  the  famous  John  Worth- 
ington?  Was  he  making  the  town-house  vocal  with  his  app>eals  for 
the  American  colonies,  as  was  his  brother  in  the  law,  Joseph  Hawley, 
of  Northampton?  Did  he  lend  his  voice  to  the  resolutions  sent  to 
Boston  ?  Alas  !  John  Worthington  was  at  odds  with  the  town  and 
the  common  wealth,  and  had  resolved  to  step  down  and  out.  He  be- 
lieved in  royalty,  and  he  knew  no  public  interests  but  those  for  which 
he  had  taken  liis  solenni   oath.     '"Adamses,  where  are  you  going?" 
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fiercely  demanded  the  imperious  colonel  of  John  and  Samuel  Adams 
in  Springfield,  as  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. '*  To  Philadelphia,  to  declare  these  colonies  fi*ee,*'  was  the 
reply.  Worthington  said,  ''  Gentlemen,  beware  I  Look  out  for  your 
heads  I  *'  Worthington  himself  went  to  Philadelphia  soon  aft(M',  to  save 
his  own  head.  Finding  that  he  had  jumpcnl  from  tht*  frying-pan  into 
the  fire,  he  was  on  the  |>ointof  sailing  for  Halifax,  but  was  dissuatled 
by  Moses  Bliss.  This  was,  indeed,  a  great  change  from  the  time 
when  Capt.  Joseph  Ferre,  the  survivor  of  the  successive  funerals  of 
five  wives,  had  exclaimed,  *'  John  Worthington  rules  this  town  like  a 
rod  of  iron.'*  Worthington  was  eventually  comi)elled  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  town-meeting,  which  satisfied  the  |)eople.  We  do  not  know 
how  tnie  it  is,  but  the  story  has  often  been  told  beside  Springfield 
firesides,  that  the  whigs  who  dominated  the  town  at  this  exciting 
time  were  so  outraged  at  the  refusal  of  John  Worthington  to  join 
them,  that  they  led  him  out  in  a  field,  formed  a  ring,  and  compelled 
him  to  kneel,  and  swear  before  God  that  he  would  renounce  his  tory 
\iews. 

There  was  a  John  Worthington  in  every  Massachusetts  town,  but 
the  spirit  of  1776,  as  we  recognize  it,  did  not  sUmd  on  ceremony. 
There  was  rough  work  ahead,  and  personal  dignity  and  i)rivate  oi)inion 
were  unceremoniously  brushe<l  aside.  It  is  due  to  Colonel  Worthing- 
ton to  record  that  he  advanced  money  for  arming  soldiers.  He  was 
not  reimbursed  for  these  exi>enditures  until  after  the  surrender  of 
York  town. 

Toryism  had  taken  a  deep  hold  of  several  Springfield  families  of  note. 
There  are  in  the  St.  John  (N.B.)  Cemetery  many  tombstones  bearing 
old  Springfield  family  names,  —  a  curious  testimony  to  the  tenacity  of 
the  tory  spirit.  Among  those  who  finally  went  back  to  England  was 
Jonathan  Bliss,  brother  of  Luke  Bliss.  He  afterwartl  went  to  New 
Brunswick,  and  became  attorney-geneml  of  the  province,  as  well  as 
chief-justice.     His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Worthington. 

The  names  of  three  Pynchons  appear  on  the  committee  of  corre- 
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spondence,  and  a  fourth  Pynchon  was  town  treasurer.  There  was 
nothing  tory  about  this.  Jonathan  Hale  was  a  carpenter,  and  James 
Sikes,  Hke  all  of  the  family  of  that  namo,  was  a  part  of  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  town. 

The  patriotism  of  the  Springiield  Pynchons  during  the  Revolution 
is  all  the  more  worthy  of  note  from  the  fact  that  in  Coimecticut  and 
Eastern  Massachusetts  branches  of  the  family  were  tory  in  sentiment. 
In  fact,  William  Pynchon,  of  Salem,  and  Joseph  Pynchon,  of  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  were  notorious  tories,  and  were  forced  to  leave  the  country 
in  consequence.  Josei)h  Pynchon  might  have  been  (governor  of  Con- 
necticut if  his  political  views  had  not  led  to  his  self-banishment  to 
Nova  Scotia.  His  great-grandson  is  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Pynchon,  of 
Trinity  College,  Hartford. 

Merchant  Jonathan  Dwight,  at  the  first  echo  of  war,  made  his  plans 
to  leave  Springfield.  He  even  closed  his  store.  Hearing  a  rumor 
that  a  decree  had  gone  forth  from  Boston  for  the  seizure  of  his  goods, 
he  directed  his  slave  Andrew  to  drive  his  cattle  across  the  Connecti- 
cut line.  But  it  was  due  to  the  influence  of  his  wife  that  he  modified 
his  political  sentiments  and  reopened  his  store. 

In  January,  1775,  the  several  special  town-meetings  must  have 
been  intensely  interesting.  Capt.  George  and  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon 
and  Jonathan  Hale,  Jr.,  had  just  returned  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, ami  their  reports  of  the  doings  at  that  Ixxly  gave  the  yeomen 
of  the  community  the  first  definite  glimpse  of  the  great  struggle. 
Means  were  taken  to  aid  the  poor  at  Boston.  The  town  stock  of 
ammunition  was  materially  increased,  and  (George  Pynchon  headed  a 
committee  which  recommended  that  the  provincial  tax  be  paid  into 
the  town  treasurer  and  held  *'  safe  during  this  time  of  General  Dis- 
tress &  Confusion.'*  An  association  had  l)een  formed  (1774)  pledg- 
ing the  members  not  to  wear  or  use  any  clothing  or  product  impoi1;ed 
from  (rreat  Britain,  —  a  self-imposed  embargo  that  was  a  severe  test 
of  patriotism.  The  subsequent  exclusion  of  tea  from  the  table  was 
accepted  in  good  part  by  the  connnunity,  although  we  do  have  it  by 
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tradition  that  some  worthy  dames  of  Springfield  were  not  above 
steeping  tea  at  the  hour  of  midnight  and  drinking  it  in  the  seclusion 
of  their  closets. 

At  the  spring  town-meeting  of  the   im|)ortant  year  177»i  the  fol- 
lowing town  officers  were  elected  :  — 


Mod''.  —  Mr.  Jame8  Sikes  wa«  Chosen  Moderator. 

Clerk  &  T^ea«^  — Edwanl  Pynchon  Esq""  wa«  Chosen  Clerk  &  Trea«'. 

Selectmen. — Deac"  Daniel  Harris,  Ens"  Phinehas  Chapln,  Mr  James  Sikes, 
Mr  William  Pvnclion  Jun'  and  Deac"  Aaron  Colton  were  Chosen  Selectmen. 

Wanlens.  —  Mr  Daniel  Lumhanl.  Mr  Nathaniel  Burt  &  Mr  Eleasar  Chapin 
were  Chosen  Wardens. 

Assess"*.  — Mr  Jon^  Burt  Jun',  Deac"  E^iward  Chapin  &  Mr  William  Pynchon 
Jun""  were  Chosen  Assessors. 

Constat*. — Stephen  Hitchcock,  Moses  Harris,  William  Stehhins  Jun',  Henry 
Colton  &  Stephen  Wright  were  Chosen  Constables. 

Tything^en. — Mr  Timothy  Bliss,  Ehenezer  Stehhins,  George  Colton  2d,  & 
Jonathan  Bement  were  Chosen  Tythingmen. 

SurV*  of  Highways. — Andrew  Colton,  Josiah  Hitchcock.  Aaron  Cooley, 
Hezekiah  Hale,  Silas  Hale,  Benoni  Chapin.  George  Chapin  &  Eliakim  Cooley 
were  Chosen  Surveyors  of  Highways. 

Fence  Viewers.  —  Jacob  Cooley,  Joseph  Stehhins  Jun^  Festu.s  Colton.  Samuel 
Keep.  Ens"  Phin"  Chapin  &  William  Chapin  Jun"^  were  Chosen  Fence  Viewers. 

Surv"  of  Ching*^  &  Clapb^.  —  L»  Abner  Smith,  Phinehas  Cliapin  Jun"^  &  David 
White  were  Chosen  Surveyors  of  Shingles  &  Clapboanls. 

Hogg  Rieves.  —  Matthew  Kc^p.  Ed  wan!  Cran<lell.  John  Clark  &  Abijah  Edson 
were  Chosen  Hogg  Rieves. 

Deer  Rieves.  —  Nathaniel  Alexander  &  Elijah  Burt  were  Chosen  Deer  Rieves. 

Sealers  of  Leather.  —  Samuel  Gridley  &  Jonathan  Stehhins  were  Cho.sen 
Sealers  of  Leather. 

Com**  to  adjust  ac'^  with  ye  Treas'.  — Mr  Reuben  Bliss.  Mr.  Luke  Bliss  and 
Mr  Jonathan  Dwight  were  Chosen  a  Committee  to  adjust  ace**  with  the  Town 
Treas'. 

Bull  Com*^^".  —  Mr  John  Warner,  Mr  Thomas  Stehhins,  Mr  Josiah  Cooley, 
Mr  Samuel  Keep,  Mr  Silas  Hale,  Deac"  Edward  Clmpin.  Mr  .Vzariah  Vanhorn 
&  Mr  John  Horton.  Were  Cho.sen  a  Committee  to  Hire  Bulls  for  the  use  of  >**' 
Town. 
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The  Boston  alann  of  September,  1774,  had  set  over  forty  thousaud 
soldiers  all  through  New  England  on  the  march  for  the  day  as  promptly 
as  might  have  been  the  ease  in  our  days  of  telegraph.  But  even 
more  mai*vellous  was  the  speed  with  which  the  news  of  the  battle  of 
Lexington  the  next  year  got  to  the  Connecticut  river.  The  British 
soldiers  left  Boston  l)efore  daybreak  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  and 
on  the  20th  Capt.  Elihu  Kent,  within  an  hour's  notice,  was  at  the  head 
of  a  Suftield  company  of  fifty-nine  men  and  a  provision  wagon,  rush- 
ing for  Springfield,  where  they  took  supper  and  pressed  on  at  once. 

Each  Springfield  soldier  was  given  one-half  pound  of  powder. 
There  were  also  delivered  to  the  companies  here  assembled  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  flints. 

A  Longmeadow  company,  commanded  by  Lieut.  David  Burt, 
started  east  on  the  -1st.  When  the  Suffield  company  reached 
Springfield,  on  the  20th,  they  found  the  Spnngfiel'd  minute-men,  under 
Maj.  Andrew  Col  ton,  a  West  Springfield  company  commanded  by 
Capt.  Enoch  Chapin,  and  a  second  West  Springfield  company  under 
Colton,  with  Gideon  Burt  first  lieutenant,  and  probably  the  South- 
wick  contingent.  The  Springfield  taverns  and  the  streets  were  in  a 
perfect  uproar,  and  during  the  20th  and  21st  soldiers  were  con- 
stantly forwartled.  The  British  troops  had  left  Boston  to  the  tune 
of  "  Yankee  Doodle."  In  twenty-four  hours  it  was  the  other  army  that 
was  playing  that  tune.  Springfi(?ld  had  been  busy  for  months  col- 
lecting arms  and  drilling  men.  In  March  the  selectmen  had  given 
an  order  on  Treasurer  Edward  Pynchon  to  i)ay  moneys  as  follows : 
Horace  White  for  2")  gun  barrels,  £3') ;  to  Martin  Ely  for  :ib  gun 
locks,  £25  ;  Reuben  Bliss  for  stocking  25  guns,  chest  for  same,  etc., 
£7-19-G.  The  town  had  under  its  care  also  sundry  of  the  poor  of 
Boston  sent  into  the  back  country.  Widow  Davis,  for  example, 
'•  one  of  the  Dispersed  of  Boston,"  was  given  aid,  and  the  treasurer 
paid  ''  To  Moses  Bliss  Esq.  for  a  Horse  &  Chaise  to  transport  of  the 
Dispersed  of  Boston  to  Wilbraham,  4^  4(/."  From  the  expense 
account  are  taken  the  following  items  :  — 
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To  Arriel  Collins  for  43  Cartouch  Boxes,  I-  l-O 
To  Tho'  Bates  for  a  Guiui  &  Bayontftt,  2-li>-0 
To  Luke  Bliss  for  a  Gunn  &  Bayonett,  2-  S-o 
To  Widow  Silence  Bliss  for  a  Gunn,  2-  o-n 
To  Capt"  Tho.  Stebbins  for  the  use  of  a  Gunn,  t>-0 
To  Timo  Bliss  for  a  Large  Home  spun  Blaukett.  15-4 » 
To  John  Burt  for  a  Blankett,  '.)-<» 
To  Oliver  Burt  for  a  Gunn  D^  Silvanus  Hale.  2-  <>-i> 
To  John  Warner  Jun.  for  Excers'ing  as  a  minute  man,  y-2 
To  Seth  Storer  Coburn  for  a  horse  to  assist  the  minute  men  when  they 
marched   from  this  Town  to  Head  quarters  near  Boston   in  April 
1775,  I2-4J 
To  George  Colton  Jun.  for  a  Blankett  &  knappsech   DeH  Benoni  Bar- 
rister. l3-*'» 
Drums  for  the  companies,  &-  IMJ 


Springfield  rainute-iiieii  marched  under  Maj.  Andrew  Colton  The 
following  company,  which  left  Springfield  April  20,  1775,  was  in  ser- 
vice as  a  distinct  company  but  one  week  and  three  days  :  — 


Gideon  Burt.  1st  Lieut.,  Walter  Pynchon.  2d  Lieut..  Aaron  Steel,  ser- 
geant, William  White,  sergeant,  Ambrose  Collins.  cor[)oral,  Luther  Hitchcock, 
corporal,  William  Colton,  3d,  fifer,  David  Justus  Chapin.  fifer.  Lewis  Chapiu, 
Drummer,  Jeduthan  Sanderson,  "centinel,"  Israel  Chapin.  Samuel  (Jridley, 
Alexander  Bliss.  Aaron  Parsons.  Jr.,  Aaron  Ferry,  Gad  Horton.  Samuel  Bliss. 
James  Xash,  Abel  Hancock,  Geo.  Wright.  Jr..  Matthew  I^ncton.  Peter  Colton, 
Jno.  Stedman,  Abner  Russell,  Asahel  Cooler.  Jno.  Warner.  Jr..  Justin  Smith, 
Samuel  Edson,  Patrick  Nugent.  Benjamin  Parsons.  Jonathan  IngersoU,  Calvin 
Bliss,  Hi'ury  Stiles,  Luther  Colton,  Abner  Cooley,  Lemuel  Parsons,  Noah  Bliss. 
Joseph  King,  Caleb  Cooley,  Zadock  Bliss,  Ebenezer  Komerill,  James  Taylor. 
Spencer  Merrick,  Sylvanus  Hale.  Moses  Bliss,  and  Joseph  Parsons. 


Here  is  the  muster-roll  of  the  minute-men  under  Lieut.  David  Burt, 
of  Longmeadow,  and  Lieut.  Jonathan  Hale,  who  •*•  marched  in  order 
to  assist  our  Brethren  at  Lexington  :  "  — 
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Ebenezer  Colton,  SainucI  Keep,  Nathaniel  Ely,  Josiah  Cooley,  Abner  Colton, 
John  Colton,  Ebenezer  Bliss,  Jr.,  Aaron  Bliss,  Sanuiel  Smith,  David  White,  John 
Ashley,  Elijah  Burt,  Richard  Woolworth,  Oliver  King,  Nehemiah  Hanirill, 
Thomas  Stebbine,  Samuel  Morgan,  James  Parker,  Gad  Lamb,  Ebenezer  Steb- 
bins,  and  Samuel  Burt. 

Other  men  from  this  region  who  marched  east  on  April  20  were 
Solomon  Brewer,  Jonathan  Colton,  Thomas  Bates,  ^Matthew  Keep, 
Benjamin  Colton,  Jr.,  Abijah  Edson,  Jno.  Burt,  Jr.,  Jacob  Kellogg, 
Moses  Harris,  Josh.  Kellogg,  Jr.,  Oliver  Burt,  Robert  Stevens,  Jacob 
Chapin,  Oliver  Field,  Kleazer  Chapin,  Jr.,  Medad  Stebbins,  Jonah 
Cooley,  Simon  Moore,  Thos.  Ilale,  Jr.,  Seth  Storer  Coburn. 

Jeduthan  Sanderson,  father  of  the  venerable  Harvey  Sanderson, 
still  living,  wrote  his  father,  Medad  Sanderson,  the  following  letter, 
which  is  now  in  the  ix)ssession  of  Maj.  C.  P.  Nichols  of  this  city  :  — 

KoxBURY,  June  29^^^  X775 

HoNORii>  Father  ater  my  regards  to  you  i  take  this  opertunity  to  let  you  no 
that  i  am  Well  as  i  hope  that  these  lines  will  find  you  and  all  my  Brothers  and 
Sisters  i  liave  Some  news  to  rite  in  the  fust  place  their  was  a  [word  omitted] 
between  Charlstown  and  Cambridg  and  the  Kings  troops  drove  our  men  out  of  their 
intrenchment  Becaus  they  had  no  powder  and  they  have  burnt  Cliarlstown  and  have 
intrenched  on  Buncors  hill  and  our  men  Have  intrencht  on  winter  hill  wheir  the 
regulers  retreeted  to  when  the  fust  battle  Was  at  Concort  which  was  June  IG*^ 
tliey  fireil  the  same  day  att  roxbury  and  threw  Bums  And  Carkeses  in  order  to 
Set  the  street  on  fire  but  by  the  goo<lnc8s  of  goil  they  did  not  for  Our  men  as 
Soon  as  they  had  Set  it  a  fire  would  go  and  put  it  out  and  they  firetl  No  more 
untill  last  Saterday  then  thay  fired  again  and  tried  to  Set  it  on  fire  But  they 
would  go  and  put  it  out  one  of  our  men  tuk  one  of  the  Carkises  and  Brot  it  up 
to  the  general  before  it  went  out  and  they  set  2  or  3  houses  afire  But  they  ware 
as  Ferce  as  a  bludhown  to  put  them  out  then  the  Kodeilanders  went  down  on  the 
neck  with  2  or  3  feild  peses  and  fired  att  them  and  made  their  Sentrys  run  to  the 
brestwork  and  then  they  fired  upon  our  Sentry  and  kiled  two  of  them  We  are 
Building  a  fort  in  Hox!)ury  and  diging  a  trench  a  Crost  the  neck  No  nfore  att 
present  So  i  remane  your  obdiant  son 

Jeduthan  Sanderson. 


284  SPRjyOFIELD.    1636-1886. 


In  June,  1775,  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  Jr..  of  Boston,  and  Moses 
Gill,  of  Princeton,  met  Washington  and  Lee  in  this  town,  at  the  old 
tavern  on  Elm  street,  in  their  progress  to  Boston,  where  the  father  of 
his  country  was  to  take  command.  A  company  of  horse  aceompanie^l 
the  party  to  Brookfield,  where  local  soldiery  did  escort  duty  to 
Worcester. 

Later  in  the  year  1775  many  enlistments  of  Springfield  men  are 
recorded.  They  scattered  about  in  various  regiments.  In  Oetol>er 
Capt.  Isaac  Colton  was  encamped  at  Roxbury  (Col.  David  Brewer's 
regiment )  with  the  following :  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Alexander,  Corporal 
David  ^luqihey,  Corporal  Mose  Wait,  Drummer  Benjamin  Colton, 
Ely  Barrister,  Stephen  Hunt,  James  Ives,  William  Hancock,  Abel 
Hancock,  Thomas  Ferre,  Elijah  Hancock,  Joseph  Parsons,  James 
Parker,  Ebenezer  Ekldv,  and  Moses  Wait.  Da\id  Laucton  had  l>e- 
come  a  dnmimer  in  the  8th  Massachusetts,  and  with  Captain  I^ngley 
(Colonel  Whitcomb)  were  David  Powers,  Solon  Stephens,  Asaliel 
Stebbins,  and  Samuel  Remington. 

In  Capt.  Gideon  Burt's  company  (Col.  Timothy  Danielson's  regi- 
ment) were  the  following  Springfield  men,  who  enlisted  Apiil  24, 
1775,  for  three  and  a  half  months :  — 

Gideon  Burt,  captain;  Walter  Pvnchon,  first  lieutenant:  Aaron  Steel,  sec*on(l 
lieutenant :  William  White,  Samuel  Gridley,  Ambro8  Collins,  and  Aaron  Parsons, 
sergeants;  Luther  Hitchcock,  corporal;  Simon  Moore.  Samuel  Bliss.  Samuel 
EiUon,  Luis  Chapin,  William  Colton.  Spencer  Mirick.  Nathan  Bliss.  Caleb 
Cooley,  Lemuel  Parsons.  Justin  Smith,  Aaron  Ferry.  Beriah  Jennin^.  Benjamin 
Parsons,  JiMlutlian  Sanderson,  Matthias  I^nkton.  Noah  Bliss.  Able  Hancock. 
James  Taylor.  Jabez  Cooley,  Stephen  Russell.  Theotlore  Smith.  Fre«lerick  Col- 
ton. Ebenezer  Kumrill.  Abner  Cooley.  Justis  Moore.  Abner  Russell.  Benjamin 
Howard.  Klihu  Colton.  Jacob  Ward,  Henr\-  Stiles.  Silvanus  Hale.  Moses  Bedeu- 
nah.  Luther  Colton,  Joseph  King,  Calvin  Bliss.  Benoni  Banister.  Joseph  Chapin. 
John  Hendrick.  Robert  Stephens.  David  Chapin.  Zadoch  Blis>.  Patrick  Nugent, 
George  Wright,  James  Nash.  Arthur  Hitchcock.  Jonas  Christian,  Luther  Colton, 
Moses  Bliss,  Jonathan  IngersoU.  John  Stedman,  Peter  Coutsun.  and  Ebenezer 
Martin. 
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Many  of  those  men  were  titted  out  by  wcli-to-do  citizeus,  such  as 
Abner  C'ooley,  Kliemz(;r  Colton,  Israel  Ciinpin,  John  VVortliiiiiiton, 
Richard  Woolworth,  Anron  Colton,  Jo»iah  Cbupin,  Charles  Pyiichon, 
JniiiPR  Sikes,  Daniel  Chamiler,  David  Hurt.  Stephen  Coltctu,  I'hiu^os 


Stedinan,  Jedediiili  Itliss,  fieorge  t'olton,  Gt'orge  Chapia,  Zachariah 
Hale,  Sanitiel  Hliss,  Aaron  Wnrriiier,  Joseph  Stebbins,  Justice  Steel, 
and  l.nke  Hliss. 

John  Hale  and  William  I'yiichon,  Jr.,  were  chosen  representatives 
to  the  Cleneral  Court  in  July,  and  iu  Novenilier  Tlioinas  Utebbins, 
Jduafhan  Hale,  Jr  ,  Ueuben  Itliss,  William  Pynclion.  Jr.,  and  l>ea. 
Kdward  Chapiu  were  clioscn  to  '"  take  into  Consideration  the  charge 
of  I*rovidinfr  for  the  Souldiers  and  the  pay  of  the  minitmeD."    A  com- 
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pany  of  Highlanders  was  billeted  in  Springfield  from  June,  177r»,  to 
the  Mareh  following,  and  in  July,  1777,  Colonel  Cheever  had  ehai-ge 
of  the  transfer  of  amiy  supplies  to  Springfield,  where  it  had  been  de- 
cided to  establish  an  ai*senal  and  supply  depot.  From  the  town  ac- 
counts it  appears  that  he  made  large  use  of  the  local  horses  and 
wagons  in  this  business. 

We  have  the  voice  of  tradition  that  the  news  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  set  the  village  aglow  with  enthusiasm.  Moses  liliss,  it 
is  related,  was  coming  from  West  Springfield  with  a  load  of  hay 
when  the  good  tidings  met  him,  and  he  at  once  touched  a  light  to 
the  hay  as  the  most  ready  way  of  expressing  his  delight.  It  is  a 
thankless  task  to  combat  a  pleasing  tradition,  and  it  would,  indeed, 
be  a  misfortune  to  unnecessarily  put  out  this  little  torch  of  patriotism 
that  has  so  long  flickere<l  before  our  local  firesides.  There  are  doubts, 
however.  Moses  Bliss  was  not  a  man  to  Ix*  dri\'ing  a  team  with  a 
load  of  hay,  in  the  first  place :  and  a  very  fair  chain  of  circumstantial 
CNndence  could  be*  constructed  to  nail  such  a  denial  to  the  wall.  John 
Worthington's  toryism  is  beyond  dispute  ;  up  to  the  Revolution  lK>tli 
he  and  Moses  Hliss  were  active  in  town,  and  even  state,  affairs ;  but 
when  Worthington's  disapproval  of  a  revolt  from  the  authority  of 
King  (leorge  found  expi-ession  in  a  retirement  to  private  life,  Moses 
Bliss  followini  his  example,  and  aside  from  furnishing  an  occasional 
vehicle  or  blanket  or  brass  kettle  for  the  soldiers,  his  war  energies 
slept  profoundly.  His  name  almost  disappears  from  the  town-meet- 
ing records,  and  when  it  doi»s  rise  to  the  surface  it  is  but  a  reminder 
of  a  verv  noteworthv  silence.  In  other  words,  if  Moses  Bliss  had 
been  a  tory,  he  would  have  acted  precisely  as  he  did. 

At  the  annual  March  election  of  177(3  Eilwaixl  Pvnchon  declined 
reelection  as  town  clerk,  a  jwsition  he  had  held  for  so  many  years, 
and  this  office  was  passed  down  to  William  Pynchon,  Jr.  The  town 
did  a  very  unusual  thing  in  spreading  \v\>ox\  the  records  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Edward  Pvnchon  for  his  services  as  town  clerk.  The 
selectmen  in  this  eventful   vear  were  :    Dea.    Aaron   C'olton.   James 
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Sikes,  Dr.  Pkhvard  Chapin,  Daniel  Harris,  and  William  Pynehou,  Jr. 
The  committee  of  safety  consisted  of  Ephraim  Chapin,  Ensign  Phineas 
Chapin,  Moses  Field,  Daniel  Bnrt,  3d,  Moses  Church,  Capt.  Thomas 
Stebbins,  Joseph  Stebbins,  Thomas  Stebbins,  Jr.,  John  Pynchon,  and 
Joseph  Ferre. 

The  town-meetings  in  those  trying  days  were  held  in  the  court- 
house. The  names  prominent  in  the  doings  at  that  time  were  not  the 
best-known  Springfield  names,  unless  we  except  the  Pyuchons.  This 
latter  name  came' well  to  the  front  in  the  hour  of  peril.  Take  the  year 
1777.  We  find  E<lward  Pynchon  moderator;  Maj.  William  Pynchon 
was  chosen  representative  that  year  ;  William  Pynchon,  Jr.,  was  town 
clerk  ;  Edward  Pynchon  was  treasurer  ;  William  Pynchon,  Jr.,  was  on 
the  select  board;  William  Pynchon,  Jr.,  was  an  assessor;  and  John 
Pynchon  a  constable,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  safety. 
Here  are  seven  prominent  positions  held  by  four  Pyuchons. 

In  February,  1777,  town  committees  of  safety  met  at  Northamp- 
ton, Robert  Hreck,  clerk.  An*angements  were  made  for  sending 
supplies  to  the  army.  The  convention  (Northampton,  1777)  called 
attention  to  the  '•'conduct  of  inimicable  persons"  of  the  county 
who  w^ere  '*•  daily  increasing,"  and  declaring  that  the  selectmen  of 
the  various  towns  '*  dare  as  well  be  danmed  as  to  draught  them  for 
the  army,  and  that  if  they  were  draughted,  the}'  would  rather  fight 
against  our  own  men  tlian  against  our  enemies." 

The  town  had  nlso  not  forgotten  tlie  general  concerns  of  the  coun- 
trv,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  1777  Dea.  Nathaniel  Brewer  headed 
the  committee  on  the  proposed  articles  of  confederation  among  the 
States.  A  committee  dealing  with  such  a  weighty  matter  of  states- 
manship, headed  by  a  deacon,  with  a  captain  and  a  physician,  making 
a  quorum,  felt  a  becoming  embarrassment  as  long  as  two  of  the  best 
lawyers  of  the  State  were  in  Springfield.  It  is,  therefore,  not  sur- 
prising that  they  were  applicants  for  some  legal  assistance.  The 
town  added  tlu'  names  of  Worthington  and  Bliss  to  the  connnittee, 
but  both  immediately  declined  to  serve,  and  so  another  deacon  was 
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selected.  We  cannot  see  whv  this  does  not  throw  a  cloud  over  the 
politics  of  Moses  Hliss,  at  least  at  this  early  day. 

But  want  of  a  professionally  legal  hand  to  indict  the  document 
did  not  stay  the  arm  of  tlie  town.  That  layman's  committee  had  the 
spirit  that  broke  through  the  embarrassments  of  a  leaderless  com- 
munity and  led  it  to  spread  its  judgment  and  devotion  before  the 
world.  It  was  in  Febniary,  1778,  when  the  town  representatives 
received  their  instnictions. 

They  were  told  tliat  the  subject  was  the  ''  most  interesting  matter 
that  was  ever,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be  referred  to  your  Deliberation," 
—  the  proposed  '*  jji^rpetual  union  of  the  thirteen  I'nite<l  States  of 
America.*'  They  were  reminded  that  *"*  the  [ilan  of  Union  laid  before 
you  is  not  to  be  Temi)orary  but  pt»rjx*tual,  and  is  so  framed  that 
being  once  satisfied  it  is  no  more  to  he  altered  witliout  universal  Con- 
sent." ''An  inquiry,"  continues  this  remarkable  re|)ort,  ''by  what 
unhappy  defect  or  error  in  the  Inherent  Constitution  of  most  of  tlie 
nations  of  EuroiK*  (not  excepting  those  who  have  Bled  for  tlie  defense 
of  Liljerty)  are  now  fallen  under  so  Desj)Otic  and  Arbitrary  gov- 
ernment, might  aid  you  in  forming  a  Jutlgment  of  the  Good  or  III 
tendency  of  the  pix)ix>st»d  Confe<lei*ation.  ...  It  cannot  b<»  ex- 
l)ected  that  we  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  many  of  whom  have 
little  leisure  for  Politicall  speculation  should  Ije  so  capable  of  .ludgeing 
in  a  matter  of  this  intricate  nature  as  you  are  whom  we  have  chorfen 
to  represent  us.  We  must  confide  much  in  you  and  your  iissociates 
.  The  representation  in  Congress  appears  to  us  too  um^jual. 
Why  may  it  not  be  proix)rtioned  to  the  taxation?  To  the  unequal 
representation  in  parliament  have  b«*en  imputed  more  of  our  late 
oppressions.  ...  A  Constitution  Gentlemen  should  Ix*  formeil 
\\\yo\\  a  supix>sitiou  that  it  may  in  some  future  period  l>e  admin- 
istered by  Designing  men.  NMiat  has  happeneil  in  Europe  may 
happen  in  America.  How  easy  it  is  for  those  who  have  the  forces 
and  money  of  the  i>eople  in  their  own  hands  to  Su>)vt'rt  a  Constitu- 
tion and  establish  themselves  in  Power.     We  rather  choose  that  the 
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Congress  should  only  ascertain  and  proportion  the  suras  necessary 
for  the  Publick  service  &  Lay  the  estimate  before  the  several  Legis- 
latures &  that  the  Legislatures  make  grants  for  the  supply  of  the 
Continental  Treasury.**  , 

In  April,  1777,  two  battalions  from  Hampshire  county  were  ordered 
to  Ticonderoga.  Soldiers  were  forwarded  from  Springfield  in  short 
order,  their  families  being  placed  under  the  si)ecial  care  of  the  town. 
Capt.  Gideon  Burt  with  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Col  ton  (Col.  David  Seward's 
regiment)  miule  the  forced  marcli  from  Springfield  to  Ticonderoga. 
The  Springfield  men  accompanying  them  were  Samuel  Gridley,  Jona- 
than Burt,  Ambrose  Collins,  Ebenezer  Morgan,  Ephraim  Brown, 
Thomas  Colton,  Ebenezer  Rumrill,  George  Cooley,  Festus  Colton, 
Simeon  Colton,  Saumel  Keep,  Henry  Colton,  Ezra  Stebbins,  Will- 
iam Hunt,  O.  Hitchcock,  »Jeduthan  Sanderson,  Daniel  Bliss,  Luther 
Vanhorn,  Ephraim  Chapin,  and  Japhet  Chapiu. 

The  nine-months'  men  drafted  and  sent  from  Springfield  to  F'ishkill 
in  1 778  were  :  — 

William  Hitchcock,  Justin  Smith,  Austin  Brooks,  David  BonneV, 
James  Mills,  Israel  Bond,  Mnrtin  Smith,  Ezekiel  Chapin,  Leba  Bel- 
man,  Abel  Coburn,Jabez  Crosby,  Abner  Russell,  and  Daniel  Hancock. 
In  Captain  Rowle's  company  (Col.  John  Jacob's  regiment)  were  the 
following  Springfield  men  in  1778  :  Capt.  Nathan  Rowle,  Lieut.  Enoch 
Leonard,  Ebenezer  Bliss,  Ebenezer  Pumery,  Simeon  Colton,  Oliver 
Hitchcock,  A.  Stephenson,  Jonathan  Stephenson,  William  Pepper, 
Gad  Warriner,  Timothy  Hopkins,  Cieorge  Blake,  Russel  AUin,  and 
James  Howard.  In  1778,  in  Capt.  Phineas  Stebbins's  company 
(Col.  N.  Sparhawk's  regiment)  were  these  Springfield  men:  Na- 
than Chapin,  sergeant ;  Rubin  Kerre,  John  Ferre,  William  AVTiite, 
Moses  Barl>er,  and  Moses  Stebbins. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1 780  there  were  gathered  at 
Springfield  forty-three  divisions  of  six-months'  men,  who  marched 
from  here  as  fast  as  they  were  ready  for  service.  This  w  as  in  accord- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  General  Court  passed  in  June.     In  the 
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list  was  Capt.  Daniel  Shays,  who  coiiiinanded  the  tenth  division. 
General  (i rover  was  the  officer  in  command. 

Here  are  Springrfield's  six-months*  men  who  joined  the  anny  in 
17S0:  — 

William  Hitchcock,  Klias  Hitchcock,  Amaziah  Sanderson,  Noah 
Frost,  Aaron  Parsons,  Alexander  Ely,  Gad  Bliss,  Moses  HIiss,  .Ir.. 
David  Rannon,  John  Morgan,  Thaddens  Ferre,  George  Smith,  Oliver 
Field,  Zachariah  Hancock,  Oliver  IIanco<*k,  Jonathan  Stephenson, 
Solomon  Loomis,  Gideon  Cooiey,  Joshua  Brooks,  I.  Chandler,  WiUiam 
Hancock,  David  Hubbard,  Joseph  MciTreney. 

Springfield  had,  in  1 780,  three-months' men  in  (apt.  Joseph  Brown- 
ing's company  (Colonel  Murry's  regiment),  as  follows:  Isaac  Stel> 
bins,  Lieut.  John  Colton,  A.  Brcx)ks,  Corp.  Nenoni  Chapin,  Marsh 
Bissell,  Consider  Bement,  Luther  Smith,  Moses  Parsons,  Jonathan 
Felt,  Moses  Hancock,  B<*riah  Howai-d,  Justin  Bliss,  Zenas  Bliss, 
Samuel  Sikes,  Isaac  Bliss. 

We  find  that  there  were,  in  June,  1781,  seventeen  Springfield  men 
in  the  Continental  armv  who  had  enlisted  for  three  vears,  ordurino:  the 
war,  as  follows  :  — 


Whvn  Enli*t«l. 

iUf^ment. 

David  Day, 

Jan.. 

•>o. 

M  Mass. 

John  Stevenson, 

April. 

*71>. 

•  • 

John  Pease. 

Ai»ril. 

*7y. 

•  • 

Samuel  Kdson. 

Dec, 

•:♦>. 

•  k 

Joiieph  Chapin. 

Nov. 

7«, 

»  % 

James  Warner, 

April. 

•7i». 

•  • 

Zachariah  Warner. 

March. 

•71), 

•  • 

Coriwral  (Jitleon  Jones, 

Nov., 

•7J>. 

4th  Mass 

Simon  Johnson. 

Dec. 

'7r,, 

k  k 

Daniel  Stejihenson, 

f  f . 

•  • 

James  Mills. 

June. 

78. 

."jih  Mass 

Joseph  Maxfield, 

Jan.. 

71*, 

6th  Mass 

Loval  Sanderson. 

• 

Nov. . 

71>, 

>  • 

Asabel  Mighel. 

March. 

1 1 , 

7th  Mass 
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WTien  EnliMted.  lie^ment. 

Tlieodore  Smith,  Mav,      '7J),  7th  Muhs. 

Samuel  Stehbins,  Doc,     '7G, 

Henry  Stiles,  April,     '70, 


Other  tlireo-years'  soldiers  <Uirin<r  17^1  appear  upon  the  records,  as 

follows :    AVait,    farmer ;    Suttou,    weaver ;    

Pooly,  farmer  ;  Alpheus  Hancock,  farmer  ;  Jonathan  Cooley,  farmer ; 
Caleb  Williston,  fanner;  Hanon  Colton,  farmer;  Alplieus  Colton, 
farmer;  Jacob  Hills,  whechvrijrht ;  Joshua  Brooks,  farmer;  James 
Reed,  farmer;  Joseph  Dunham,  fanner;  Titus  Welch,  farmer;  Dan- 
iel Murphy,  blacksmith  :  James  Eaton,  blacksmith ;  John  Fox,  fai*- 
mer ;  George  Smitli,  shoemaker;  Micah  Grant,  farmer. 

It  cost  the  town  £7i)(),  in  1778,  to  raise  and  forward  thirteen  men  to 
the  seat  of  war ;  but  somehow  the  persons  intrusted  with  the  care  of 
soldiers'  families  failed  to  do  tlieir  duty,  and  the  selectmen  were  given 
charge  of  this  matter.  This  board  consisted  of  William  Pynchon,  Jr., 
Dr.  Edward  Chapin,  ('apt.  David  Burt,  Gapt.  Thomas  Stebbins,  Ensign 
Phineas  Chapin.  It  took  £21,f)0()  of  depreciated  paper  money  to  fill 
the  town's  quota  of  men  in  1780.  In  March  of  that  year  Capt.  James 
Sikes  headed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  town's  militia, 
and  to  inquire  "  how  and  by  what  means  the  s**  Town  have  incurred 
the  tine  set  upon  them  in  the  last  Tax  Acts  and  also  to  Inquire  whether 
the  money  received  by  the  Militia  officers  in  Consequence  of  Drafts  or 
by  Subscriptions  has  been  ai)propriated  for  the  purposes  for  which 
designed."  Then^  are  stray  reports  in  the  old  packages  of  documents 
preserved  which  seem  to  be  the  outcome  of  this  resolution.  Thus  we 
have  payments  to  soldiers  dated  three  months  later,  as  follows  :  — 

To  David  Honner,  ^gUiOO ;  Wm.  Hitchcock,  ^200;  Alexander  Ely,  $100;  Jona- 
than Stevenson,  §'50:  Z.  Hancock,  $<»0;  Aaron  Parsons,  :)d,  $1,000;  Mosos  Bliss, 
Jr.,  $1,000;  Amaziah  Sanderson,  $850;  Aaron  Parsons,  3d,  $200;  Z.  Hancock, 
mh^\  Thaddeus  Ferre,  $100;  Noah  Frost,  $120;  George  Smith,  $100;  G.  Bliss, 
><S'M\\   Noah  Frost.  $100;  Ohver  Field,  $2;   Moses  Bliss,  $120;  Oliver  Hancock, 
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$1,400;  J.  Stephenson,  8<>2;  Xoah  Fro«t,  851)0;  Samuel  Sikes,  Si^O;  Moses  Par- 
sons. 8150:  Marsh  Bissel,  81,2f<0;  Consider  Bement,  81 /i'*'^:  HenoniChapin,  Jr., 
$1,2W):  Luther  Smith,  $1,280;  Moses  Haneock,  81,2S0;  John  Baxter,  8200; 
Beriah  Howard,  $370;  Jonathan  Kelt.  8:^50;  II.  Brooks.  KMM);  Noah  Warner. 
$1,280:  Zenas  Bliss,  81,280;  Justin  Bliss.  81.2Hn. 


Here  is  a  shoit  li.st,  endorsed  :  '•  Return  of  tlie  Mens  Names  <& 
the  Sums  of  hire  Each  Man  has  Received  in  the  Continental  Service 
in  the  fourth  Company  of  foot  in  Springfield  ConV'  by  Cap*  Ephram 
Cliapin  :  — John  Frink,  £,^\ ;  Thomas  Frink,  £12  :  (ieorge  Chapin,  iV>  : 
Josepli  Chapin,  £8  ;  Paul  Chapin,  £o  :  Justus  Moore,  £12  :  Simon 
Moore,  £12."  In  17^1  there  seems  to  liave  been  some  contention 
alK>ut  the  beef  quota,  and  after  several  adjournments  it  was  agreed 
(February  5)  that  the  appropriation  be  raised.  A  month  later  the 
poll-tax  of  tliose  in  the  army  was  remitted. 

In  Mav,  1777,  the  General  Court  reconmiended  the  towns  to 
authorize  the  next  Legislature  to  frame  a  constitutif>n  for  popular 
adoption.  Tlie  towns  agreed.  Accordingly,  in  P'ebruary,  177.S,  the 
General  Court,  sitting  as  such  a  convention,  drew  up  a  constitution  : 
but  it  wtus  rejected  by  a  large  majority,  both  on  account  of  the  in- 
strument itself  and  the  body  framing  it, — assuming,  as  it  did,  both 
legislative  and  constitutional  functions.  After  due  formalities  the 
Legislature  provided  (June,  1779)  for  the  a.s.sembling  of  another  con- 
vention whicli  latter  adopted  lK)th  a  constitution  and  a  lull  of  rights 
in  ^larch,  1780,  and  this  was  ratified  by  the  people.  This  cfmstitn- 
tion  was  dedared  the  fundamental  law  in  June  HI.  17h<>. 

The  representatives  of  1 77(1  were  l)ea.  Edward  (  hapin,  Moses 
Field,  and  Maj.  William  Pynchon,  Jr..  n>  we  liave  seen.  Tlie  fol- 
lowing year  Maj.  William  Pynchon,  Mr.  Hale,  and  I)ea.  txlward 
Chapin  went  down  to  the  Bay.  Luke  Bli.ss  and  William  Pynchon, 
Jr.,  were  there  in  177x,  and  Col.  Jonathan  Hale,  Jr.,  was  substituted 
for  Bliss  in  1771).  There  was  trouble  the  next  year,  probably  on 
account  of  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  State  constitution.   Pynchon 
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and  Ihile  had  been  ivohicted  :  Pvnclioii  declined  ;  Luke  Hliss  wiis  then 
chosen,  but  declined,  and  finally  Thomas  Williston  wan  j)itched  upon, 
and  stood,  though  not  until  he  too  had  tried  to  avoid  the  service.  In 
the  autunni  Dr.  Chauncey  Hrewer  was  chosen  representative,  and 
after  he  had  declined,  the  town  in  Novend)er  refused  to  fill  his  place. 
The  year  IT^Sl  found  Williston  and  Clideon  r>urt  in  the  Oeneral  Court. 
By  this  time  was  o])servable  a  distinct  reaction,  as  ancient  Springfield 
seemed  almost  bent  upon  a  reminiscence,  by  calling  once  more  upon 
John  AVorthington  to  go  down  to  lioston.  He  refused  to  obey  the 
summons;  so  did  Dr.  Chauncey  Brewer;  and  Col.  (Tideon  Burt  and 
Moses  Church  were  chosen  by  a  vote  of  1*28  to  '1.  William  Pynchon 
was  chosen  to  carry  the  obiections  to  the  Bay. 

But  it  was  tr)0  late.  The  convention  had  been  adopted,  and  the 
election,  under  the  new  constitution,  resulted  in  Springfield  as  fol- 
lows :  *'  The  votes  for  a  Governor  were  brought  in  at  sM  meeting 
&  it  appeared  that  the  lion**'''  John  Hancock  Kscf  had  102  out  of  113 
Votes:  The  Hon'*''' .lames  Bodoin  Esq*^  10  out  of  113;  31  r.  Beuben 
Bliss  one  out  of  the  same  number." 

We  cannot  but  think  that  Mr.  Worthington  at  this  time  was  gain- 
ing a  new  hold  upon  his  fellow-townsmen.  The  return  to  a  law-re- 
specting or  (»ven  a  law-constructing  sj)irit  wcmld  conunend  itself  to 
his  legal  judgment.  He  acted  as  moderator  of  the  town-meeting  in 
March,  17H2  ;  ])oth  he  and  Moses  Bliss  received  stray  votes  for  StaU* 
senator;  and  in  17H3  SpringfieUTs  vote  for  (iovernor  .stood:  John 
Hancock,  '»0  ;  John  Worthington,  32  ;  James  Bowdoin,  7. 

But,  before  detailing  the  outcome  of  the  financial  distress  an<l  the 
political  uneertainty  that  attended  this  period,  let  us  add  a  word  about 
purely  local  matters.  In  1777  an  alarming  spread  of  small-pox  led 
to  measures  to  Imild  a  '*  Cleansing  House"  near  the  pest-house,  juid 
for  the  complete  isolation  of  these  buildings.  There  is  evidence  of  a 
cautious  but  wholesome  sob(»r  second  thought  in  the  provision  that 
the  "  Physicians  of  the  Town  be  Desired  not  to  innoculate  any  persons 
for  the    Small-lV)x  or  give  them  an}"   preparatory   nu^dicine  therefor 
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without  the  Allowance  of  the  major  Part  of  the  Select  men/'  But 
the  iuoi'ulatiou  party  aj^juu  captured  the  town,  and  that  remedy  was 
recommended.  The  First  Parish  was  the  greatest  sufferer,  but  Wiv 
proposition  to  set  apart  several  houses  for  inoculation  was  not  agri'ed 
to.  However,  during  the  following  year  the  sentiment  had  gradually 
changtKl,  and  we  find  the  town  apix)inting  a  committee  to  draw  ui» 
regidations  for  inoculation.  This  connuittee,  which  included  Jona- 
than D wight  and  Colonel  Worthington,  recommended  that  inoculation 
committees  W  chosen  from  each  parish,  which  should  have  j>ower  to 
license  doctors,  establish  hospitals,  etc.  Jonathan  Dwight  headed  a 
board  to  see  these  regidations  duly  executed.  Several  deaths  from 
inoculation  among  soldiers  had  increased  the  iM>pular  distnist  of  that 
remedv.      At  the  close  of  the  vear  1777  Edward  Pvnchon  died  at  the 

»  *'  » 

age  of  sixty-five,  and  Je^lediah  Bliss  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

It  is  well  to  note  that  as  earlv  as  177><  John  Worthinjrton  agfain 
coiisente<l  to  act  as  nio<lerator  of  the  annual  t<»wn-meeting  in  the 
spring,  and  to  continue  in  this  senice  through  the  war.  He  also 
did  not  refuse  to  jK^rform  strictly  local  semces.  He  examined  the 
reconis  of  the -*  outwanl  commons  "  to  settle  ilisputes  raised  l>v  the 
settling  up  of  affairs  with  AVilbraham  :  he  made  the  •"  projH'r  projM^r- 
tion  of  the  stocks  "  In^tween  West  Springrfield  and  Ludlow  and  the 
parent  town  ;  and  he  was  active  in  the  business  complications  attend- 
ing the  building  of  a  bridge  over  the  C'hico|)ee  river.  This  bridge,  by 
the  way,  was  in  part  the  product  of  a  lottery.  Three  men  of  means 
—  Worthington,  Closes  Bliss,  and  Jonathan  Dwight  —  secured  leave 
to  nni  a  lottery  for  this  purix)se  in  al>out  1 7>^2,  and  the  town  ordered 
the  bridge  built  at  once.  The  building  connuittee  wa^  headed  by 
Lieut.  Josiah  HitchccH-k,  and  the  financial  connuittee  were  John  Wor- 
thington, Moses  Bliss,  and  Jonathan  Dwight.  The  town  api>ropria- 
tion  was  €20<».  This  was  in  addition  to  the  pro<'eeds  from  the  lottery, 
the  limit  of  which  was  £."»00.  The  tickets  did  not  soil  rai)idly,  and  the 
town  agreed  to  take  all  unsold  tickets  and  to  be  resi>onsibh*  for  the 
payment  of  all  prizes.      In  March,  17m:3,  when  the  Chicoi>ee  bridge 
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was  nearly  completed,  tlie  buiklinj^  eoininittee  cornplainod  that  wliile 
they  had  anticipated  the  earnings  of  the  lottery,  nu)st  of  the  tickets 
were  unsold,  and  the  town  reaflirmed  its  agreement  to  take  tlie  unsold 
tickets.  Meantime  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  sell  the  bar  in 
the  Chicopee  river. 

In  1779  the  proprietors  of  tlu^  iron-works  on  Mill  river  were 
gi*anted  lands  and  water  privileges  near  by  for  a  paper-mill ;  but  this 
was  soon  cancellwl.  These  iron-works  were  the  first  symptoms  of 
our  famous  Water  Shops ;  and  it  may  be  here  noted  that  the  first 
appearance  of  the  name  ^'  United  States  "  on  our  town  record  is  in 
August,  177*.),  when  a  committee,  heade<l  by  (apt.  Thomas  Stebbins, 
was  ordered  to  lease,  at  the  request  of  Col.  I'homas  Dame,  a  piece  of 
land  U3  '"  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  in  trust  to  the  United  States." 
Five  years  later  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  lease  ground  on 
the  training-lield  for  a  magazine.  Capt.  »Iosei)h  Stebbins  ran  a 
battery  on  the  east  side  of  North  Main  street  all  tinough  the  Revo- 
lution.     He  was  a  man  of  intluence,  and  much  respected. 

During  the  war  market  prices  were  carefully  regulated,  the  list  of 
prices  of  the  necessities  of  life  being  submitted  for  the  approval  of  a 
special  committee.  The  town  stock  of  salt  was  <iistributed  at  times 
by  the  selectmen.  We  do  not  think  that  the  select  board  at  this  time 
was  as  important  a  branch  of  government  as  it  had  been  seventy-five 
or  one  hundred  years  before.  The  trying  times  when  the  monarchy 
ended  and  republicanism  under  constitutions  began  had  restored  the 
town-meeting  to  its  ancient  glory.  This  sovereign  body  met  in  the 
old  court-house,  was  opened  by  prayer,  and,  we  believe,  still  dis- 
missed with  a  blessing.  It  was  sad  to  find  in  these  gatherings  men 
notably  rich  and  notably  poor.  A  deep  gulf  yawned  between  the 
two  classes  of  men,  and  while  the  course  of  public  business  went 
on,  now  tinkering  a  State  constitution,  now  authorizing  yoked  swine 
to  run  at  large,  and  now  building  a  school  or  a  poor-house,  men 
looked  into  the  future  with  deep  concern.  There  was  a  cloud  over 
the  Commonwealth  during  the  Revolution  that  not  even  the  glories 
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of  a  struggle  for  liberty  could  dissipate.  This  cloud  was  the  great 
confusion  about  property  and  finance.  The  community  of  land  and 
the  community  of  interest  in  market  values,  religious  prerogatives, 
and  so  on,  had  fostered  rather  than  hindered  petty  monoi>olics,  that 
sprang  up  like  |K)isonous  dogwood  in  the  shadow  of  the  Puritan  stnict- 
ure.  The  land  theorv  of  the  Henrv  ( ieoro:es  of  the  nineteenth  centurv, 
which  was  the  practice  of  the  seventeenth  century  in  Massachusetts, 
was  the  consternation  of  the  eight <»enth  century,  and  we  can  find 
here  in  Springfield  how  it  ended.  The  common  ownership  in  land, 
whether  by  the  unconscious  native  or  the  followers  of  a  speculative 
theory,  is  a  step  through  which  natives  may  advance ;  but  after  a 
certain  i)oint  this  land  communism  is  reactionary  and  mediaeval. 

We  have  seen  how  the  parent  plantation,  with  communistic  motives, 
soon  by  local  gravitations  divided  up  the  laud  into  common  fields, 
the  proprietors  of  which  l)ecoming  regular  incorjioratoi-s  empowered 
to  hold  meetings,  transact  business,  sue,  and  be  sueil.  These  ''  com- 
mon fields  "  ripenetl  into  parislies  and  precin<'ts.  while  these  in  turn 
became  *' districts"  and  indep<*ndent  towns. 

The  province  first  issued  indenteil  bills  of  cre<lit  in  HI'.M).  They 
passed  at  a  discount  of  about  thirty  per  cent.,  but  as  they  were  re- 
deemed in  part  they  rose  to  their  par  value.  They  were  accepted 
for  ''  countrv  rates,"  Ihousch  for  manv  veai*s,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
river  towns  paid  tlieir  taxes  in  produce.  A  want  <>f  a  circulating 
medium  had  force<l  Massachusetts  in  1702  to  emit  *'  province  bills,'' 
which  were  continuallv  redeemed  and  ivissued  or  burned  until  1741*. 
The  duties  of  impost  and  excise  added  to  the  public  rates  did  not 
equal  the  amount  of  the  "province  bills"  set  in  circulation.  Prop- 
erty, lalx)r,  and  pn>duce  advan<*ed  in  value :  or,  to  state  it  more 
accurately,  paper  money  depreciated.  In  17.Sr»  the  bill>  issued  were 
to  be  equal  to  coined  silver  at  O.s.  «f/.  per  ounce.  This  was  called 
"  new  tenor,"  and  £1  new  tenor  was  e<|ual  to  €.*>  in  "  old  tenor." 
The  new  tenor  bills  were  calU*d  "middle  tenor"  after  1741,  when 
another  emission  (£1  equal  to  £4  of  old  tenor "i  was  ordered.     These 
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issues  were  occasioned  by  military  exi>e(litioiis,  and  the  reimburse- 
ments from  England  made  hard  money  free  enough  to  secure  in 
1750,  —  a  i)ractical  reHumi)ti(m  of  specie  payment.  All  debts  payable 
in  old  tenor  were  paid  in  silver  at  SI  (Spanish  i)ieces-of-eight)  for 
forty-five  shillings.  l)el>ts  in  middle  and  new  Umor  were  settled  at 
the  rate  of  Si  for  \\s.  3f/.  Specie  currency  continued  until  the 
Uevolution.  The  Continental  (  ougress  issued  paper  money  in  1775. 
Massachusetts  made  this  money  legal  tender  here  in  1776;  and  this 
emergency  currency  continued  to  depreciate  until  17^0,  when  it  was 
redeemed  in  specie  at  a  dei)reciation  of  40  to  1 . 

An  important  convention  gathered  in  Springfield  in  the  summer  of 
1777.  It  will  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  Massachusetts  was 
in  doubt  what  course  to  take  about  a  new  constitution,  and  the  con- 
vention, or  rather  connnittee  from  the  five  States  represented  here, 
went  over  some  of  the  very  subjects.  We  (juote  from  the  official 
journal,  which  is  still  preserved  in  manuscript  in  the  city.  The  first 
session  was  on  .lulv  'W. 


At  u  meeting  of  Committees  from  the  State**  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chui«ett8  Hay  Connecticut  Uhoad  Island  and  New  York  holden  at  Springfield 
in  the  County  of  Hampshire  the  JJOth  of  .July  Anno  Domini  1777  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  Conference  Uespecting  the  State  of  the  Pai)er  Currency  of  the 
»aid  Governments  of  the  expediency  of  Calling  in  y*=  Same  hy  Taxes  or  otlier- 
wise  of  the  most  Ktfectual  Expeditions  and  Equal  method  of  Doing  it  and  to 
consult  upon  the  Best  means  for  preventing  the  Depreciation  &.  Counterfeiting 
of  the  same,  And  also  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  he  done  with  the  acts  Ijately 
made  to  prevent  monopoly  and  Oppression  and  to  Confer  upon  the  Late  Acta 
for  preventing  the  Transportation  hy  Land  of  Certain  Articles  from  one  State 
to  another  and  to  consider  such  other  matters  as  perticularly  Concern  the 
Immedhite  Welfare  of  said  States,  And  are  not  repugnant  to,  or  Interfering 
with  the  Powers  v<:  authorities  of  the  (continental  Congress,  and  to  Rejiort  the 
Result  of  their  Conference  to  the  (General  Courts  in  their  Respective  States; 
Sundry  Gentlemen  not  being  arrived  adjourned  till  thursday  :  Then  met  accord- 
ing to  adjournm^  Present  for  New  hampshire  Col"  *7osiah  Bartlett  Col"  Nath" 
Peabodv 
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for  Massachusetti)  Bay  Hon*^  Tho*  Cushinsr  Esq*"  Hon<*  Kob^  T.  Paine  Esq' 

for  Connecticut  Hon**  Uoj?er  Sherman  Sam"  Huntin{;rton  and  Titus  Hosmer  Esq"" 

for  Rhoad  Isfand  Hon"  Wm  Bradford  Esq'  Hon^  Steplien  Hopkins  Esq'  Jt  Paul 

Mumfonl  Esq' 
for  New  York  John  Moss  Hohart  Esq' 

The  Hono  Steplien  Hopkins  Esq'  was  appointed  President  and  Wni  Pynchon 
Jun'  Esqr  Clerk. 

The  fii*st  act  of  this  interstate  coiiiniittee  was  to  reeoniinend  to 
the  several  Legislatures  to  make  provision  for  the  **  drawing  in  & 
sinking  the  Bills  of  Credit  which  ai*e  not  \\\^n  interest,"  denomina- 
tions less  than  a  dollar  excepted,  *'  either  by  Taxes  or  by  exchanging 
them  for  Treasurers  notes  for  sums  not  I^ss  than  Ten  Pounds  on 
Interest  at  r>  p.  c.  p.  Annum  or  for  Continental!  Bills  of  Credit,  and 
to  prohibit  the  CuiTency  of  their  respi^ctive  Bills  of  Credit."  TMie 
committee  recommen<led  that  the  future  war  expenses  In*  secured  by 
taxation  on  the  various  towns  without  a  resort  to  more  bills  of  cnnlit. 
This  was  pro|K)sed  in  order  "'  more  cfFectually  to  establish  the  credit 
of  the  Continental  Currency.*'  The  committee  complaine<l  also  of 
the  habit  of  fixing  by  law  the  market  price  of  the  necessities  of  life. 
Soldiers  were  to  be  protected  from  loss  by  any  disturbance  of  valu<»s 
resulting  from  such  a  course*,  and  the  Legislatures  were  warne<l 
against  any  attempt  to  '*  accumulate  proflits "  among  speculators 
by  making  a  corner  in  staple  articles.  A  free  eonnuercial  inter- 
course between  the  States  was  strongly  luged. 

We  can  follow  the  fluctuations  in  value  verv  n*adilv  ]>v  the  town  ex- 
peuses.  The  school  appropriations  of  Springfield  in  1777  amounted 
to  £372.  John  Worthingtf)n  had  not  been  paid  for  his  services  as 
representative  in  1773  and  1771,  and  the  bill  when  cancelled  in  1777 
amounted  uimiinallv  to  €343  \os.\  and  in  1771)  Moses  Church  was 
paid  HVl*)  for  transix>rting  two  hogsheads  of  salt  from  the  Bay  in 
1777.  Thirtv  vards  of  linen  furnished  bv  C'apt.  Nathaniel  Alexander 
in  177.'*  cost  the  town  £'»  two  yeare  later,  when  tlu*  bill  was  paid. 
And  how  was  it  in  17^^0?  Think  of  appropriating!* hi.. ^00  for  schools. 
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—  884,000  1  And  tho  iippropriations  for  1780  moiintvd  up  to  £20, - 
190  7.H.  Or/. —over  S10(),000  1  Tlu»  town  this  year  (1780)  had  to 
appropriate  £18,000  to  pay  its  quota  of  beef  to  the  State.  The  num- 
ber of  men  required  was  twenty-four,  and  the  town,  for  some  un- 
happy motives,  was  all  winter  getting  to  work.  Meeting  after  meet- 
ing was  held,  and  not  until  April,  1781,  did  the  opposition  give  way. 
An  extra  allowance  was  granted  the  constables  *'  for  their  extraor- 
dinary Trouble  in  collecting  the  moneys  that  may  be  assessed  ujK)n 
the  Town  for  the  Current  year."  Further  re([uisitions  for  men  and 
provisions  late  in  the  year  were  prom]>tly  responded  to. 

An  idea  of  true  values  is  gained  by  this  order,  passed  in  8<»ptember, 
1780:  ''Voted,  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  into  the 
Treasury  the  new  money  emitted,  at  the  discount  of  forty  to  one." 
The  town  had  to  i)ay  £100  in  specie  the  year  following,  to  meet  the 
loss  "  from  the  late  depreciaticm  of  the  Continental  money ;  "  but  the 
accounts  look  much  better  with  £100  for  schools  in  place  of  the  £10,- 
800  in  1780.  Then?  was  a  long  list  of  delinquent  tax-payers  upon 
whom  were  assessments  in  old  Continental  money.  These  delinquents 
were  dealt  \\\t\\  at  the  January  nifeting  of  1782.  Reuben  Bliss  was 
moderator.  This  town-meeting  demonstrated  that  the  bloo<l-bought 
privileges  and  honors  of  self-government  were  not  to  be  put  on  like  a 
garland  of  roses.  To  meet  the  unpaid  State  taxes  assessed  in  old 
Continental  monev,  it  was  directed  that  Treasurer  ATilliam  Pvnchon, 
Jr.,  issue  ''  his  warrants  of  distress  upon  the  Constables  that  had  the 
old  Continental  mom»v  Committed  to  them/'  and  Pvnchon  was  also 

•'  ft 

directed  to  disi)ose  of  both  the  new  money  and  the  old  Continental 
bills  in  his  hands  as  best  he  could. 

And  another  financial  matter  of  far-reaching  import  began  to  affect 
the  inhabitants.  This  was  the  excise  act.  The  town-meeting  dismissed 
this  subject  in  short  order  by  directing  its  representatives  to  ''  endeav- 
our a  repeal  of  it."  In  the  autuum  there  was  a  feeling  of  despair 
al)OUt  back  taxes,  and  a  special  committee,  which  had  been  chosen  to 
examine  the  securities  of  the  town  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  Chicopee 
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bridge,  was  also  empoweretl  lo  collect  their  taxes  as  l)est  they  could. 
It  had  been  estimated  that  the  overdue  taxes  would  meet  the  £200 
a|>pro]>riated  for  the  bridge.  In  Noveml>er  the  constables  were  again 
threatene<l  with  ••warrants  of  <listress"  if  they  do  not  pay  taxes 
assesscMl  in  i>ai)er  numey :  and  things  went  on  from  1>ad  to  worse 
until  1783,  when  the  twenty  ix»r  cent,  addinl  to  delinquents  for  taxes 
for  the  tfoldier>  in  the  Continental  army  bnmght  complications  that 
will  be  detaileil  in  a  separate  chapter. 


CHAFrER    XIV. 

178;^-!  7S7. 

The  Debtor  Cla.ss  in  Mjw.sachusett^.  —  Rev.  Samuel  Ely.  —  Sprinprfielfl  Jail  broken  o|ien. 
—  A  Mob  at  Noilbamptou.  —  Hatfield  Convention.  —  Commotion  in  other  States. — 
Views  of  Washinj^ton  nnd  other  Americans  on  the  Situation.  —  Unsuccessful  Attempt 
to  prevent  the  liolding  of  the  Courts  in  Sprini^iield.  —  To.\vn  Otficers.  —  Wairants  of 
Distress.  —  Prominent  Monoy-Lenders.  —  The  Town- Meet  in;;  on  the  Situation. — 
Daniel  Shays. — The  Court  Calendar  loaded  with  Suits  against  Debtors.  —  Courts 
interfered  with  at  Northampton.  —The  Elections  of  1786.  — Trouble  at  Worcester. — 
Mobs  at  Northampton.  —  Extra  Session  of  the  Lej^islature.  —  Shays  makes  a  Demon- 
stration at  Sprin;:tield.  —  The  Town-Mcetin;:  a^rnin. —General  I^incoln.  —  Lincoln's 
March  to  the  Connecticut  Valley.  —General  Shcpard's  Defence  of  the  Sprin^rfield 
Armory.  —  Shays  defeated.  —  The  Town**  •<cm\  in  Petitions  prayiny:  for  Peace  an<l 
Pardon.  —  The  Triumph  of  I^aw. 

TiiK  return  of  peace  l)rought  grave  responsibilities  upon  the  slioiil- 
ders  of  the  American  leaders.  The  Continental  soldiers  were  poor, 
and  the  money  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  civilians.  The  men  who, 
by  their  valor,  put  property  in  New  Kugland  beyond  tlie  reach  of 
Knglaud  found  themselves  burdened  with  personal  obligations,  and 
the  fiercc^st  conflict  was  pri?cipitated  between  de))t()rs  who  had  borne 
arms  and  creditors  who  had  not.  This  is  the  general  statement,  but 
there  were  other  complications.  A  worthless  jiaper  medium,  a  sham- 
bling and  ill-delined  union  of  the  States,  a  jealousy  of  military  iK>wer, 
and  wild  visions  of  what  the  new  American  democracy  could  do,  com- 
bined to  still  further  tortme  the  commonwealth.  If  177(J  was  the 
time  which  tried  all  men's  souls,  178(;  was  the  thne  which  tried  the 
poor  man's  soul,  for  fully  one-half  of  the  citizens  in  the  State  were  in 
debt.  The  multiplication  of  jtidgment«,  and  the  excursions  of  sheriffs 
in  search  of  property  to  levy  upon,  embittered  the  pi»ople  against  the 
courts  of  law. 


|1 
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Even  befoi*e  the  close  of  the  Revohitiou  the  spirit  of  diseoixl  n)seto 
the  surface.  Rev.  Samuel  Elv,  of  Soniei"s,  Conn.,  with  uncertain  de- 
nominational  connections  and  an  unsavory  character,  interfei*ed  with 
the  courts  at  Xortharapton  in  1 782.  He  was  convicteil  and  tin-own  in- 
to the  Springfield  jail,  from  which  he  was  relea.sed  by  a  mob.  It  was 
the  1 2th  of  June  ;  Springfield  was  in  gi-eat  commotion.  About  one 
hundivd  and  fifty  men,  mostly  stitingers  from  up  the  river  and  fix>m 
the  Berkshire  hills,  with  swortls,  guns,  and  bayonets,  demanded  the 
keys  of  the  common  jail.  Heing  n»fused,  they  broke  oi)en  the  doors, 
and  released  Ely,  McKnoll,  a  debtor,  as  well  as  a  negro.  A  majority 
of  the  i)eople  of  the  parish,  including  Rev.  Robert  Breck,  were  at 
lx)ngmeadow,  attendhig  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Stephen  Williams.  Re- 
turning citizens  pursue<l  the  party,  and  caught  and  locked  up  thi*ee 
men  as  hostages  for  the  return  of  Ely.  Northampton  and  other 
towns  joined  in  the  chase,  and  no  less  than  one  thousand  armed  men 
figured  in  this  episode.  On  Siniday  wonl  was  spread  abroad  that  the 
hostages  at  Northampton  were  to  be  lilx^rated  by  a  mob,  and  two 
hundi*ed  armed  men  marched  in  short  order  from  Springfield  to  the 
rescue.  (Tcnenil  Porter,  of  Hadley.  called  out  the  militia.  The  alleged 
release  of  the  three  prisoners  on  parole,  u[)on  assurance  that  Ely 
would  be  surrendered,  bas  been  called  '*  contemptibly  pusillanimous"* 
on  the  part  of  General  Porter ;  but  a  comi>etent  authority  (George 
Sheldon)  says :  •"  It  was  by  the  firmness  of  General  Porter  that  the 
law  w:is  sustained,  and  by  his  piiidence  that  a  disastrous  scene  of 
bloodshed  was  averted,  when  six  hundivd  determined  men  confronted 
the  ^\\'^  hundred  an<l  fifty  who  guardetl  the  Northampton  jail,  —  men 
equal  in  courage  and  social  position.  The  mob  had  been  misled  by 
false  rejx)rts,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  the  hostages,  while  still  in  prison, 
made  such  representations  to  Captain  Dickinson  and  others,  that  this 
well-organized,  well-leil,  and  well-armed  body  of  men,  whom  that 
distinguished  patriot,  Joseph  Hawley,  dignified  by  calling  *  insur- 
gents,* were  induced  to  disband  and  disi>ei*se  without  firing  a  shot." 

Ely  claimed  that  he  had  acted  ui>on  the  authority  of  a  convention 
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of  several  towns  wliieli  had  met  at  Ilattield  in  April.  Springfield,  on 
the  I'Jth  of  March,  had  chosen  as  delegates  to  such  a  convention 
Capt.  John  Morgan  and  Dr.  Chauncey  Brewer.  They  were  to  re- 
ceive their  instructions  from  William  Pynchon.  Jr.,  John  Hale,  and 
Capt.  James  Sikes. 

In  August  delegates  were  chosen  to  another  Hatfield  convention. 
These  were  part  of  a  series  of  county  conventions  in  this  and  other 
portions  of  the  State.  The  usual  course  was  to  first  declare  that 
the  conventions  were  legal  bodies,  then  counsel  peaceful  modes  of 
agitation  ;  but,  as  was  the  case  in  Northampton,  the  counsel  was  a 
mere  form.  We  will  not  follow  the  example  of  some  writers  on  the 
Shavs  insurrection,  and  enter  into  bitter  denunciations  of  the  insur- 
gent«.  There  was  not  an  exceptionally  unruly  spirit  among  the 
Massachusetts  peoi)le  of  that  day.  They  had  simply  become 
poverty  stricken  and  distressed.  Poverty  knows  no  law.  Self-gov- 
ernment was  new,  imperfect,  and,  in  fine,  ill-understood,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  rel>els  never  thought  of  shouldering  a  musket 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  from  others  what  did  not  belong  to 
them. 

J)uring  the  years  between  the  departure  of  British  soldiers  in  1783 
and  the  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  convention  of  1787,  which 
drafted  the  United  States  (Constitution,  the  thought  of  the  New  World 
was  largely  centred  upon  Massachusetts  and  New  England,  and 
even  public  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  were  beginning  to 
l>redict  the  immediate  collapse  of  the  experiment  of  self-government. 
The  tory  element  in  the  States,  which  the  stress  of  war  had  forced 
into  sullen  silence,  had  come  to  the  surface,  and  in  Massachusetts 
and  in  portions  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Hampshire, 
to  say  nothing  of  Pennsylvania  and  V'irginia,  the  common  people 
seemed  bent  upon  plunging  into  a  democracy  that  was  but  one 
rt'move  from  communism  in  both  property  and  politics.  ^^  An  aboli- 
tion of  debts,  botli  public  and  private,"  writes  Mr.  Madiscm  in  178G' 
of    the    Shays   movement,  ''and    a    new  division   of    property   arc* 
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strongly  suspected  to  be  in  contemplation."  While  the  monarchy  is 
the  refuge  and  prayer  of  the  tory  wherever  found,  communism  in 
some  form  is  the  untutored  aim  of  democratic  mobs. 

Congress  in  178C  heard  of  the  doings  of  the  Massachusetts  insur- 
gents, and  was  asked  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  to  loan 
sixty  tield-pie<"es ;  but  that" Ixxly  refused  the  request.  The  majority 
felt  tliat  Congress  had  no  right  to  send  anns  or  move  to  sulnlue  a 
rebellion  in  any  State.  The  spirit  of  177(>  was  the  pulsation  of  a 
democnitic  sentbnent :  the  spirit  of  17xf>  was  a  <*outention  about  con- 
stitutional forms. 

''  We  are  ci»i*tainly  in  a  delicate  situation,"  (ieorge  Washington 
wrote  to  John  Jay  in  the  spring  of  1780,  '*  but  my  fear  is  that  the 
I>eople  are  not  sulficiently  misled  to  retract  fi-om  error.  To  be  plain, 
I  think  there  is  more  wickedness  than  ignorance  mixed  in  our 
counsels.  Under  this  impression  I  scarcely  know  what  opinion  to 
entertain  of  a  general  convention." 

The  development  of  this  feeling  in  Washington's  mind  was  gradual, 
but  the  condition  of  unhappy  Massachusetts  soon  determined  his 
course,  and  the  statesmanship  at  the  lx>ttom  of  it  was  finally  elab- 
orated by  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Madison  in  "The  Federalist,"  where 
the  Shays  rebellion  figures  as  the  most  conspicuous  ai*gument  against 
the  shambling  leagut'  of  sovereign  State>.  One  of  the  strongest 
pai>ers,  contributed  by  Alexander  Hamilton  to  the  -'  Federalist," 
turned  upon  this  very  tendency  among  neighboring  States  to  distress- 
ing contentions.  "  To  look  for  a  continuation  of  hanuony  between 
a  nuinbiM*  of  independent,  uncounecte<l  sovei-eignties  in  the  same 
neigh lK)rho<Kl,"  said  Mr.  Hamilton,  '*  would  be  to  disregaixl  the  uni- 
form course  of  human  events."  He  goes  on  to  dispute  that  com- 
mercial interests  will  not  prevent  rivali*}*,  and  adds :  -'  Perhaps, 
however,  a  reference  tending  to  illustrate  the  general  principle  may 
with  propriety  l)e  made  to  a  case  which  has  lattrly  hap|>ened  among 
ourselvch.  If  Shays  had  not  been  a  desperate  debtor,  it  is  much  to 
be  doubted  whether  Massachusetts  would   have  been  plungeil  into  a 
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civil  war."      He  then    answers  his  own  question  as  to  wlietlier  it  is 
time  to  *'  wake  from  tlie  deceitful  (h'eam  of  a  j2:olden  age  :  "  — 

'*  Let  the  points  of  extreme  dejw'ession  to  wliich  our  national  dig- 
nity and  credit  have  sunk  ;  let  the  inconveniences  felt  everywhere 
from  a  lax  and  ill  administration  of  government;  let  the  revolt  of  a 
part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  the  late  nuiuacing  disturbances  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  actual  insurrections  and  rebellions  in  Massa- 
chusetts  declare  !  " 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  anotlier  j)art  of  the  *'  Federalist,"  asks  with  much 
feeling :  *'  Who  can  determine  what  might  have  l)een  the  issue  of  her 
(^lassachusetts)  late  convulsions,  if  the  malcontents  had  been  headed 
by  a  Cjesar  or  by  a  Cromwell?  Who  can  predict  what  effect  a  despot- 
ism, established  in  Massachusetts,  wouhl  have  upon  the  liberties  of 
New  Hampshire  or  Rhode  Island,  of  Connecticut  or  New  York?" 

Four  months  after  the  defeat  of  Daniel  Shays,  General  Washington 
was  presiding  over  the  conviMition  that  drew  up  the  Constitution  of  the 
I'nit^'d  States.  When  (ieneral  Washington  heard  of  the  repeated  slop- 
ping of  courts  of  justice  in  Massachusetts,  he  made  no  attempt  to 
conceal  his  constewiation.  '*  For  God's  sake,  ttdl  me,"  he  wrote  to 
Col.  David  Humphreys,  '*  what  is  the  cause  of  all  these  commotions? 
Do  they  proceed  from  licentiousness,  Hritish  influence  disseminated 
by  the  tories,  or  real  grievances  which  a<lmit  of  redress?"  It  is  dis- 
tressing to  follow  his  iigitation.  "  There  are  combustibles  in  every 
State,"  he  writes  to  (General  Knox,  '*  to  which  a  spark  might  set  lire. 
In  bewailing  —  which  I  have  often  done  with  the  keenest  sorrow  — 
the  death  of  our  much  lamented  friend,  General  Greene,  I  have  ac- 
companied my  regrets  of  late  with  a  (piery  whether  he  would  not  have 
preferred  such  nn  exit  to  the  scenes  which  it  is  more  than  probable 
many  of  his  compatriots  may  live  to  bemoan.  You  talk,  my  dear  sir, 
of  employing  inlluenct'  to  appease  the  present  tumults  in  Massachu- 
setts. I  know  not  where  that  influence  is  to  be  found  ;  nor,  if  attain- 
able, that  it  would  be  a  proper  remedy  for  these  disorders.  Influence' 
is  not   government.      Let  us  have  a  irovernment   by  which  our  lives. 
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liberties,  ami  properties  will  Ije  secured :  or  let  ui>  know  tiit-  woi-st  at 
once."  AVhen  General  Washiugtou  heanl  tliat  the  Ma>r^acliii setts  in- 
surgents had  rejecteil  the  pardon  exten<le<l  hythe  Genei*al  CVmrt.  and 
the  crovenior  had  ealKni  out  the  militia,  tlie  ureat  Viiirinian  wrot** : 
*•  What,  gracious  Go<l,  is  man,  that  theiv  should  U*  such  inc<msis- 
tency  and  pt^rtidiousness  ?  " 

General  Lincoln  wrote  Washington  a  lonir  letter  at  the  eU»s4'  of  the 
exciting  year  17«"Sf>  in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  iatt«M' :  '•  Are  Wf 
to  have  the  gtMxlly  fabric,  tiiat  eight  yeai>  were  >|)ent  in  raising, 
pulled  down  over  our  heads  ?  "  A  long  quotation  is  here  made.  Ik- - 
cause  Lincoln  was  made  a  prominent  figui'e  in  the  Shays  rel>ellion. 
and  lK»cause  his  letter  has  never  been  read  bv  the  ireneral  public  :  — 

•  «  ft 

There  U  ?reat  <tanger  that  it  will  ho  so.  1  think.  uiik'<s  tlu*  loiivrinu  >\>iom 
shall  be  supiwried  by  arni;*:  an«l  even  then  a  uuvernnient.  whieli  h;fs  no  otlu-r 
ba^is  than  the  [M)int  of  the  bayonet.  >lioul<l  one  he  ^upIH>^te<l  thereon.  i>  so  totally 
diflferent  from  the  one  estahlishetl.  at  least  in  i«lea.  hv  the  «litferenl  Siatest.  that  if 
we  must  have  resource  to  the  sa«l  exiKTiment  of  arni>.  it  can  he  hanlly  sai«!  thai 
we  have  supporter!  •  the  j;«M>«lly  fahrit-.** — in  this  view  of  the  matter  it  may  he 
••  pulleil  over  our  hea«ls.'*  This  probably  will  be  the  case,  for  there  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  be  virtue  enonjfh  amon*;  the  i>eople  to  preserve  a  perfect  republican 
government.  "What  is  the  cause  of  ail  these  commotions?"  The  cause.- an* 
too  many,  ami  too  variou>  for  me  to  pretend  to  trace  and  iM>int  them  out.  1  >lv;ill 
therefore  only  mention  >ome  of  those  which  appear  to  be  the  princijial  ones. 
Among  those  1  may  rank  the  ease  with  which  property  was  acquiretl.  with  which 
credit  wa.s  obtained  and  debts  were  discharge*!  in  the  time  t>f  the  war.  Hen<v 
people  were  diverteil  from  tlieir  usual  industry  and  economy:  a  lu.xurious  nu»d»- 
of  livint^  crept  into  vogue;  antl  soon  that  income  by  which  the  exi>ense  «»f  all 
should,  as  much  as  possible,  be  limiteil.  was  no  longer  considered  as  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  qne-ition  —  at  what  expense  families  ought  to  live,  or  rather 
which  they  ought  not  to  exceed.  The  moment  the  day  arriveil  m  hen  all  discov- 
ere<l  that  things  were  fast  returning  back  into  their  original  channels :  that  the 
industrious  were  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  industry:  and  that  the  indt>lent  and 
improvident  mouM  smn\  experience  the  evils  of  their  idleness  ami  sloth,  very  many 
started  at  the  idea,  and,  instead  of  attempting  to  subje<'t  themselvo  to  such  a 
line  of  conduct.  a*«  iluly  ti>  the  public  and  a  regard  to   their  own  hapi)ine,'»s  evi- 
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<lently  poiiiteil  out,  they  coiiti'tupluted  how  they  slioulil  evjule  the  necessity  of  re- 
forming their  systems  and  changiiig:  their  present  mode  of  life.  They  first  com- 
plained of  connnutation :  of  the  weight  of  pnhlic  taxes :  of  the  unsupiwrtable 
debt  of  the  Union;  of  the  scarcity  of  money  ;  of  tlie  cnielty  of  suflFering  private 
creditors  to  call  for  their  jnst  dues.  This  catalojjue  of  complaints  was  listened 
to  by  many ;  county  conventions  were  formed :  and  the  cry  for  paiH»r  money, 
subject  to  depreciation,  as  was  declared  by  some  of  their  public  resolves,  was  the 
clamor  of  the  day.  Hut,  notwithstanding  instructions  to  members  of  the  General 
Court,  and  ju'titions  fnmi  tlitferciit  quarters,  the  majority  of  that  body  were  op- 
lK)sed  to  the  measure.  Failing  of  their  point,  the  disaffected  in  the  first  place 
attem])ted.  and  in  many  Instances  succeeded,  to  stop  courts  of  law.  and  to  sus- 
pend the  operations  of  govennnent:  this  they  hoped  to  do  until  they  could  by 
force  sap  the  foundations  of  our  constitution,  and  bring  into  the  Legislature 
creatures  of  their  own,  by  whom  they  could  mohl  a  government  at  pleasure  and 
make  it  subservient  to  all  their  pur])Oses  :  and  when  an  en<l  should  thereby  be 
put  to  ])ublic  and  private  <lebts,  the  agrarian  law  might  follow  with  ease. 


A  citizen  of  westorn  Massachusetts  asks  soberly  in  a  Springlicdd 
paper:  •"'  If  any  or  all  the  States  in  the  Union  should  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  the  resolves  and  recoinmeudatious  of  Compress,  of  wliat 
conse([uenee  is  (onixress  to  them?'*  And  adds:  '^  I  seldom  converse 
with  a  judicious,  well-disposed  man,  but  suj)poses  there  is  a  dreadful 
storm  tratherinjr." 

The  obligations  of  Massachusetts  at  the  close  of  tlie  Revolution 
were  in  round  numbers  as  follows  :  — r- 


Hegular  or  i)rivate  debt 
l)u«'  to  soldiers 
Share  of  federal  debt 


£I.;KM).(H.)0 
2r)0,CM.)() 

1  .r.oo,o<)u 
£:i,or)(),o()u 


One-third  of  the  amount  was  to  be  paid  by  ratable  polls,  which  did 
not  reach  one  hundred  thousand.  Exports  were  reduced  to  compara- 
tively nothing,  and  agriculture  was  at  a  distressingly  low  ebb.  Writs 
of  creditors  almost  confounded  the  courts  and  uiade  the  legal  profes- 
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sioii  ami  the  sheriffs  a  by- word  :in«l  a  hissin«r.  The  passing  of  the 
tender  act  of  1782,  by  which  neat  cattle  and  other  specified  j>roi)erty 
could  l>e  offered  to  satisfy  executions  for  debt,  opened  the  door  for 
gn*ater  irregularities.  A  war  l>etween  rich  and  jK>or  was  precipitated, 
and  the  judgment  debtor  and  the  judgment  creditor  crosse<^l  swonls. 
More  people  were  in  debt  than  out  of  delit,  and  a  g«MKl  authority  says 
that  fn»m  1784  to  178G  every  fourth,  if  not  every  thinl,  man  was  a 
defendant  in  writs  of  execution  in  Massachusetts. 

The  great  object  of  tlie  insui*gents  was,  at  fii*st,  Uj  stop  the  courts, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  entering  of  judgments.  In  May,  178:>,  a  mob 
of  debtors  attempted,  with  clubs,  to  prevent  the  judges,  headed  by 
the  sheriff,  from  entering  the  Springfield  court-house,  but  were  re- 
pulstMl  and  several  arrested.  Many  were  clubbi'd,  and  it  is  said  that 
one  offensive  insurgent  was  thrown  into  the  town  brook.  Conven- 
tions were  held  at  Deerfield  in  September,  1783,  and  at  Hatfield 
the  foUowiuir  October,  but  no  violent  measures  were  recommended. 
As  lawyei*s  were  considere<l  instruments  of  opi)ression  to  the  debt- 
ridden  pi*ople,  a  general  agitation  against  the  profession  followed. 
At  the  Deerfield  convention  the  town  committees  of  Hamj)shire  county 
voted :  '-It  appears  to  us  absolutely  imi)Ossible  that  the  people 
should  Ix*  able  to  grapple  with  the  burdens  lying  on  them,  and  that 
nothing  but  a  general  bankruptcy  nuist  s<x>n  inevit^ibly  Ix*  our  i>or- 
ti<m." 

^  The  Springfield  representatives  to  the  General  Court  for  178:], 
Thomas  Williston  and  <iideon  Burt,  were  given  sundry  instructions 
in  view  of  the  iK)pular  commotions.  Tliese  instructions  are  lost,  but 
certain  it  is  that  thev  both  declined  to  serve,  and  Tiiomas  Stebbins 
and  Nathaniel  Ely  went  in  their  stead.  We  would  infer  that  the  lat- 
ter were  more  in  svmpathv  with  the  debtor  class  than  the  fonner.  On 
Octoln-r  17  the  town-meeting  was  presided  over  by  James  Sikes,  and 
the  delegates  to  the  Hatfield  I'onvention  of  OctolxT  20  were  Luke  Bliss 
and  Thomas  AVilliston,  for  which  sen'ice  thev  n*ceiveil  f .*>,  showing 
that  these  conventions  were  recognized  by  the  towns.     It  was  claimetl 
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that  tlie  coiiventious  of  these  (hiys  were  not  K'p;al ;  but  it  would 
seem  that  a  eouveution  composed  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  various 
towns,  and  supported  by  the  town  treasury,  was  quite  as  legal  as  a 
constitutional  convention  assembled  at  the  invitation  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts committee  of   safety  to   the  various   town    committees   of 

safotv. 

The  town  of  Springfield  maintained  an  eveu  course  during  these 
troublous  times,  so  far  as  overt  acts  go.  The  debtor  class  was  more 
numerous  up  the  river  and  on  the  hills.  Springfield  had  several 
money-lenders  who  were  widely  known,  and,  of  course,  not  a  little 
unpopuhir  in  the  rural  districts.  Here  are  the  principal  ofticers 
elected  in  March,  17H1:  Moderator,  John  Worth iugton  ;  clerk  and 
treasurer,  William  Pvuchon ;  selectmen,  William  Pynchon,  Moses 
Bliss,  K.  Chapin,  Thomas  AVilliston,  and  Reuben  Bliss.  Here  is  also 
the  result  of  the  elections  of  17«4,  so  far  as  Springfield  is  concerned : 
(iovernor  —  total,  B.*! ;  James  Bowdoin,  .'>!  ;  John  Hancock,  7;  John 
Worthington,  7.  Lieutenant-Governor  —  total,  (>«  ;  Thomas  C'ush- 
ing,  l.*» ;  John  Worthington,  lO ;  James  Bowdoin,  4.  Senator  — 
total,  \\) ;  John  Worthington,  ^) ;  Caleb  Strong,  47  :  Moses  Bliss, 
;^H ;  John  Bliss,  (» ;  Timothy  Oanielson,  40 ;  John  Hastings,  '^ ; 
Noah  (i()odman,  1  :  Luke  Bliss,  1;  John  Ingersoli,  1  ;  A.  Burbank, 
\H\  Sanuiel  Mathew,  1;  Simeon  Strong,  . '57 .  Thomas  1) wight  was 
representative,  and  was  reelected  in  1785.  In  the  March  meeting  of 
17S4,  above  referred  to,  over  which  Colonel  Worthington  presided, 
it  was  proi»osed  to  create  the  oflice  of  collector  of  taxes  ;  but  the 
motion   failed. 

The  old  rule  was  that  the  constables  should  collect  the  town  rates.  ' 
It  was  difficult  to  get  men  to  serve  in  that  capacity.  Those  electetl 
that  year  at  an  adjourned  meeting  included  Luther  \'an  Horn  aud 
Ruf us. Sikes,  who  accepted  ;  but  Judah  Chapin  and  Gerald  AVarner 
seem  to  have  <leclined  the  honor,  as  did  also  Dr.  Joel  Marble  at  a 
.still  later  meeting  The  town  records  during  these  weeks  are  as 
defective   as  tiu-   popular  feeling  was  disturbed.     Warrants  of  dis- 
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tress  were  «»rdered  against  some  of  the  constables  in  April,  and  in 
Mav  strav  bits  of  town  lands  were  looked  to  for  financial  relief.  In 
Xoveniljer.  17^<4,  £213  llM.  M.  was  voted  for  town  exjH'nses.  At 
the  spring  meeting  (1785)  the  constables  selectetl  were  William 
Cooley,  Charles  Sheld<m,  Seth  C'hapin.  Jr.,  Calvin  Stebbins,  Cahin 
liliss,  Jnstin  Lumbard,  and  William  Smith:  but  <mlv  Sheldon, 
Chapin,  and  Lnmbanl  agreed  t4»  serve ;  Init  sul>seqnently  they  «K- 
cline<l,  ami  Aaron  Morgan  and  Lieut.  J<»hn  Coltou  >ubstitute<L 
Morgan  w:is  an  experienced  hand  at  the  business,  and  Lientenant 
Colton's  name  added  dignity  to  what  was  oixlinarily  a  i>erfunctory 
and  ministerial  sen'ice.  but  had  now  l>ecome  M)lemn  exploits  in 
financ*'. 

A  committee,  headed  by  Colonel  Worthington.  gave  Representa- 
tive Dwight  the  following  instrnctions  as  to  matters  and  things  in 
general  in  Novemlx^r,  17>f.'>:  — 

Sir  this  Town  placing  great  Trust  &  Confidence  in  your  Integrity  &  abiHtie<i  i 
which  thev  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  direct  vour  General  coinluct  a*  a  member  of 
the  Representative  bninch  of  the  legislature,  nevertheless  have  thought  fit  to 
Instruct  you  in  some  few  matters  that  perticularly  resiR-ct  this  Town.  We 
desire  your  jierticular  attention  to  the  General  valuation,  we  supjHJse  this  Conmy 
in  General  is  taxed  beyond  their  due  proiK>rtion.  with  other  Co«ntie>  and  that 
this  Town  in  i)erticular  is  taxe^l  beyoml  their  due  proportion.  Compared  with 
the  Towns  in  the  Countrv 

It  is  manifest  the  same  Estates  pay  more  in  this  Town  than  in  any  other  Town 
we  are  acquainte<l  with  which  has  brought  ujM>n  us  great  arrearages  t»f  jmisi 
Taxes  and  if  not  remedied  soon  must  eflfectually  discourage  all  attempts  & 
Eflforts  to  tlischarge  them  and  render  the  burthen  quite  Intolenible.  we  therefore 
Instruct  vou.  to  use  vour  utmost  Endeavor,  in  I'nion  with  other  Countv  nieni- 

•  •  • 

bers.  in  the  first  place,  tliat  a  due  proportion,  be  laid  on  the  trading  pjirt  of  the 
Community,  the  want  of  which  is  one  principal  source,  of  the  present  Inequality, 
and  then  that  only  a  due  proportion  be  set  on  this  Town,  Compare<l  with  others 
in  this  County,  and  also  that  yt>u  Endeavour  a  Kemedy.  for  the  great  Ine<|uality 
of  the  past  Taxes,  another  matter  tiio'  indeed  of  a  more  General  «S:  public,  con- 
cern to  which  we  desire  to  recall  your  j)erticular  attentii>n.  is  the  act  passe<l  by 
the  last  (ieneral  assenddy  granting  certain  duties   upon   Vellum  Parchment  & 
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Paper  aii<l  coiiinionly  calleil  the  Stamp  act.  This  vro  «io  Instruct  you  to  use 
your  utmost  Endeavor  to  obtain  a  repeal  of,  if  it  be  possible,  and  if  that  cannot 
be  obtained,  that  you  Endeavor  to  procure  such  alterations  and  amendments 
both  in  the  articles  dutied  and  in  the  mode  of  C.'ollection  as  will  render  it  less 
burthens()me  to  Individuals  as  weH  as  more  beneficial  to  the  Community  the 
perticular  dutied  articles,  which  we  would  mention  as  most  burthensome,  are 
notes  of  Hantl  &  publish  News  papers,  the  former  is  such  an  Intolerable  burthen 
as  has  never  been  attempted,  even  in  great  Brittain.  Ami  the  other  being  about 
^3  of  the  value  Mhich  is  indeed  a  very  high  duty,  must  greatly  discourage  the 
Circulation  of  those  Useful  vehicles  of  public  ktiowledge,  if  not  cause  them 
wholly  to  be  laid  aside,  or  perhaps  throw  the  business  of  printers,  into  the 
neighbouring  States. 

As  to  tlie  mode  of  Collection,  if  the  act  were  to  Continue,  most  of  the  duties 
migljt  be  collected  and  pjud  by  the  several  publick  Officers,  Issuing  the  dutied 
articles  so  us  to  prevent  the  burthen  Expenses  of  Stamps  &  Stamp  officers,  as 
for  Instance,  the  Clerks  of  Courts  may  receive  the  duties  upon  writs  &  Execu- 
tions &c.  Kegisters  of  deeds  the  Duty  on  deeds,  the  Naval  Officers  such  duties 
as  are  appointed  on  ye  Papers,  use«l  in  their  respective  Offices,  by  which  means 
there  would  of  Consetjuence  be  a  great  saving  of  Expence,  an«l  we  believe,  more 
money,  neated  to  the  Treasury  as  well  as  great  Trouble  and  Inconvenience  pre- 
vented. 

NVarnints  of  distress  were  once  more  ordered  tliat  mouth  (Novem- 
ber, 178r>)  n<2::iinst  tax  delinquents  prior  to  1783.     In  March,  1786, 
we    find    Colonel   Worthiugton    moderator  and  Moses  Bliss  on    the 
select  board.     There  was  more  ditliculty  about  constables  ;  a  list  was 
finally  made  out,  but  Charles  Sheldon  had  had  his  share  of  trouble, 
anil  retired,  in  spite  of  the  general  desire  to  have  him  serve.     Evi-| 
deuce  of  the  popular  distress  in  money  matters  is  .seen  in  the  fact  that  I 
over  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  Springfield  inhabitants  for  several  years  ^ 
had  worked  out  tlieir  highway  tax  instead  of  paying  money.  The  con- 
stables were  given  two  and  a  half  per  cent,   specie  for  their  common- 
wealtli  tax  coUections,  but  finally  flohn  Pynclion  came  to  tlie  rescue  in 
May  by  actuig  as  constable  for  the  first  parish  for  £20,  and  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  commonwealth  tax.      A  little  earlier  the  pro- 
posal to  make  Nortliampton  the  shire  town  had  created  some  concern, 
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and  John  Worthinsrton,  haekeil  bv  M<»ses  Bliss  and  Thoina>  Dwiixht, 
were  set  at  the  irates  of  Springfield  to  op|>ose  siieh  a  disastrous 
transfer. 

The  {X>pular  upheavals  induced  Springfield  to  send  Thomas  Dwi^ht 
and  Luke  Bliss  to  the  Mav  convention  at  Hatfield,  IT-si;.  The  s^K-c- 
tion  of  Dwight  is  proof  positive  that  the  majority  felt  that  these 
conventions  would  ser%'e  an  important  public  service.  The  unhappy 
town  was  frequently  battling  with  p<.)verty  in  legal  meetings,  luit  to 
little  puqK)se.  An  imix>rtant  appeal  for  ndief  was  sent  to  the 
General  Court  in  June,  1 7><0  :  Thomas  Dwight  refusing  the  offer  of 
reelection  to  the  Lt^gislature  in  17^t<I,  Samuel  Lyman  was  choxMi 
in  his  place.  Moses  Bliss  was  uKxlerator  in  August,  17^<♦>,  when 
William  Pynchon  and  Capt.  James  Sikes  were  sent  to  the  Hatfield 
convention  that  month,  and  at  an  adjourned  meeting  Bliss  and 
AVorthinirton  refused  to  serve  on  an  adNnsorv  committee  on  the  state 
of  affaii*s.  William  Pynchon  was  the  moving  spirit  of  this  c*om- 
niittei*,  and  the  following  re[X)rt,  adopte<l  September  2.'),  \7s{\,  i> 
added  as  expivssing  an  heroic  faith  and  admirable  self-control  amid 
deplorable  commotions,  hungry  men,  swanning  debtors,  exacting 
cre<litors,  obstructed  courts,  dismembeivd  families,  and  the  plot-s  of 
sundry  seditious  spirits  ready  for  adventuiv  on  general  principles  :  — 

To  Sam"  Lviiiaii  Esq'  Sir  as  the  approaching  Session  of  the  General  Court, 
at  which  you  are  to  attend  as  the  Kepresentalive  of  tliis  town  will  Ik*  iH»culiarly 
important,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  Communicate  to  you  our  sentiment  *  on  sundry 
matters  which  may  prohahly  then  be  subjects  of  delibenition  antl  jlebate. 

While  we  disapprove  the  late  voilent  procee<lings  which  liave  obstructed  the 
Course  of  public  Justice  in  this  &  some  other  Countys.  we  are  constrained  to 
say,  we  feel  in  Common  with  others,  the  pressure  of  public  burthens,  and  fully 
persuadetl  tliat  some  measures,  perfectly  consistent  with  Justice,  and  the  honour 
of  Government,  might  be  adoptt>d,  which  would  affonl  sensible  relief,  and  restore 
general  tranquility. 

The  late  appropriations  of  revenue,  arising  from  liscences  antl  Impost,  and 
liscences  from  Inholder  and  retailers  of  Spiritous  liqu^^^^  to  the  payment  of 
interest  on  our  state  securitie>  has  given  us  as  well  as  others,  trreai   I'neasiness. 
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You  will  use*  your  infiuence,  tluit  this  revenue  be  in  future  ap])lie(l  to  purchase 
this  states  sliare  of  the  final  settlement  Certificates,  which  may  now  be  obtained 
at  a  low  rale,  for  this  purpose  Aj?ents  may  be  employe*!,  nor  do  we  see  why  the 
impost  and  excise  may  nt)t  be  payable  in  the  Certificates  made  themselves,  or  solid 
Coin  at  the  ojjtion  of  the  debtors,  with  such  difference  as  obtains  in  private 
<le:ilings.  Thus  we  shall  be  able  to  answer  the  requisitions  of  Congress  without 
a  future  tax,  for  probably  this  State  which  has  all  along  distinguished  not  to  say 
distressed  herself  by  her  forward  exertions  in  the  common  Cause,  will  appear  to 
have  a  ballance  due  to  her  from  the  I'nited  States  whenever  her-uccounts  with 
them  are  adjusted,  which  we  wish  may  be  soon  as  possible. 

Let  the  interest  on  our  State  securities  no  more  be  paid  in  Coin,  which  was  ^ 
not  the  original  promise,  nor  expectation  nor  can  Justice  reqyire  it,  as  these 
securities  liave  been  generally  transferred,  and  are  now  negotiateil  at  a  low  rate, 
and  the  |K)ssessors  have  in  various  ways  received  peculiar  advantages  already; 
but  let  it  be  paid  in  new  Certificates  or  in  orders  on  the  taxes  that  have  been  or 
shall  be  granted  for  the  re«lemption  of  said  securities,  as  is  practised  in  other 
States. 

When  a  tax  is  issued  for  the  redemption  of  securities  alreaily  due,  let  it  fall  a 
little  below  their  full  amount,  as  has  been  wisely  practised  heretofore,  to  prevent 
an  appreciation;  and.  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  the  tax,  we  would  a<lvise,  that 
the  possessors  of  securities  be  notifie<l  to  bring  them  to  the  treasurer  and  receive 
for  as  much  as  is  due  on  them  Certificates  of  smaller  denominations,  which  may 
more  conveniently  circulate,  and  let  them  that  have  been  or  shall  be  granted  for 
the  redemption  of  said  securities,  as  is  practised  in  other  States. 

When  a  tax  is  issued  for  the  redemption  of  securities  already  due,  let  it  fall  a 
little  below  their  full  amount,  as  has  been  wisely  practised  heretofore  to  prevent 
an  appreciation,  and  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  the  tax  we  would  advise,  that  the 
possessors  of  securities  be  notified  to  bring  them  to  the  treasurer  and  receive  for 
as  much  jus  is  due  on  them  Certificates  of  smaller  denominations,  which  may 
more  Conveniently  circulate,  and  let  them  be  received  in  payment  of  the  tax. 
Those  which  remain  after  the  first  collection  is  finished  may  be  transferred  to 
the  succeetling  tax,  thus  we  apprehend.  Justice  may  be  done,  and  the  people  , 
relieved  and  all  the  advantages  of  a  paper  Currency  may  be  obtained,  and  the 
Common  Mischief  of  it  avoided. 

If  a  motion  should  be  made  for  a  paper  medium  to  be  substituted  in  the  place ) 
of  solid  Coin,  as  a  tender  \\\  discharge  of  private  ilebts,  you  will  oppose  it  with  " 
all  your  influence,  such  a  medium  is  insignificant  in  itself,  pregnant  of  inimmer- 
able  Kvils.  both  political  &  moral,  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  our  Constitution,  and 
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inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  Mankind ;  whatever  orders  government  may  soe 
fit  to  make  with  respect  to  future  contracts,  no  government  can  i)ossibly  iiave  a 
right  to  aher  private  contracts,  already  mjide  under  her  patronage,  and  tlie  prt>- 
tecticn  and  security  of  laws  then  existing.  A  Usurpation  in  such  an  instance 
might  soon  become  a  precedent  for  l^surpation  still  more  dangerous,  till  the 
liberties  of  thei>eople  were  Annihilate*!,  not  to  add  tliat  the  increase  of  our  i>ai>er 
debt  at  a  time  when  it  is  already  a  burthen,  appears  a  preposterous  and  ridiculous 
remetly.  You  are  not  to  favor  any  motion  for  a  present  revisal  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, we  are  far  from  thinking  it  too  jwrfect  to  be  amended,  but  as  within  a  few 
years  it  is  to  be  revisetl.  of  course  if  then  found  necessary,  we  cannot  suppt)se. 
it  would  be  prudent,  to  incur  the  extraordinary  expense  and  i>eculiar  danger  of 
attempting  an  alteration,  in  so  burthensome  &  so  critical  a  time  as  tliis,  there  are 
matters  of  greater  &  more  immediate  consequence  which  require  your  attention, 
and  on  wliich  present  relief  more  Ks]>ecially  depends  the  general  perturbation  of 
peoples  spirits  at  tliis  instant,  will  scarcely  admit  that  calm  dispassionate  deliber- 
ation which  is  necessary  in  laying  the  ground-work  in  government  in  so  large  and 
so  commercial  a  state,  and  a  state  which  has  so  many  foreign  as  well  as  domestic 
connections,  and  probably  would  prevent  a  tolerable  agreement  in  any  amend- 
ments tliat  could  be  proposetl. 

We  would  further  observe  that  the  tax  grante<l  in  march  last  and  the 
method  proposed  for  the  payment  thereof,  under  oureinbarrissments  we  conceive 
cannot  be  complie<l  with,  nor  does  it  appear  to  us  that  Justice  requires  it  should, 
for  if  imlividuals  are  jwssessed  of  Certificates  which  the  legislature  has  directetl 
to  be  received  in  part  of  said  tax.  why  should  they  be  precluded  from  paying  the 
same  in  discharge  of?  unless  a  certain  sum  be  likewise  {witl  in  Coin ;  or  rather 
why  should  we  be  obligeil  to  pay  any  part  which  is  to  be  applied  to  Congress,  so 
long  as  the  neighboring  states  are  making  no  such  provision?  You  will  there- 
fore consider  this  as  an  object  of  your  attention  and  use  your  endeavour  that 
such  an  alteration  take  place  with  regard  to  the  collection  thereof  as  will  be  con- 
sistent with  the  abilities  of  the  people,  or  that  it  be  suspended  to  some  future 
perio<l.  or  until  our  Sister  states  adopt  similar  measures. 

If  the  legislature  could  devise  a  more  expeilitious  and  less  expensive  method  of 
administering  Justice  in  future,  and  for  that  end  some  alteration  be  made  in  the 
Courts  of  Common  plejis  and  general  Sessions  of  the  peace,  we  would  most 
heartily  acquiesce  therein.  It  may  i)erhaps  deserve  a  thought  whether  certain 
Justices  specially  apiKiintetl.  may  not  be  empoweretl  to  go  into  one  two  or  three 
Countries  an<l  try  causes,  such  as  are  now  trye<l  by  the  Conmion  pleas  and  General 
Sessions  of   the  i»eace.  and   by  that   mean.s  prevent  the  nee<lless  expence  of  so 
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greut  21  number  of  Justices  giving  their  attendance  at  the  genenil  Sessions  of  the 
peace  as  before  express*'  but  this  you  will  consider  as  a  mere  suggestion  not  ad 
a  imsitive  instruction. 

A  long  list  of  di^legiites  to  the  Ilatlley  eoiiventioii  of  November  7 
declined  to  si*n'e,  except  Joseph  Pierre.  On  what  class  of  men,  it 
may  be  askeil,  did  the  burdens  rest  the  heaviest?  Let  iis  take  si)eci- 
men  cases.  In  1783  Noah  Copley,  of  Westfield,  allows  his  note  for 
£4  1 7."*.  iul,  to  John  Worthington  to  go  to  protest,  and  the  latter  se- 
cures judgment  with  €1  9.s.  2rf.  in  costs.  That  is  to  say,  to  use  round 
numbers,  a  man  owing  824  had  to  pa}'  87  for  the  privilege  of  having 
the  sheriff  sell  824  worth  of  his  goods.  There  were  hundreds  of  such 
cases  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  At  the  Februar}'  (1784)  session 
of  that  court,  om*  Daniel  Shays,  of  Pelham,  "  Gent*","  was  defendant 
in  a  suit  brouirht  by  John  Johnson  •'  voeman,'*  for  the  enforcement 
of  a  promissory  note  for  £12.  Shays  did  not  appear,  and  judgment 
and  costs  were  recorded  against  him. 

Shays  was  a  hired  man  at  Hrookfield  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.  He  entered  the  army  as  a  sergeant,  being  under  Washington 
near  New  York.  He  received  one  of  the  swords  which  Lafayette  dis- 
tributed to  American  ollicers.  It  is  said,  with  what  tnith  we  know 
not,  that  he  was  for  a  time  ostracized  by  his  associate  officers,  be- 
cause he  sold  this  sword,  and  continued  to  use  his  old  one.  Shays 
eventually  became  captiiin  in  the  r)th  Massachusetts  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Rufus  Putnam,  and  his  record  at  Bunker  Hill,  Stony 
Point,  and  Saratoga  was  creditable.  Being  a  judgment  debtor,  and 
naturally  a  reckless  character,  he  did  not  allow  the  sales  of  property 
under  judgments  in  Pelham  to  pass  without  protest.  The  sale  of  the 
bedding  of  a  sick  woman  gave  him  a  good  text  for  tavern  harangues. 
The  Conkey  tavern  at  Pelham  was  made  vocal  with  these  '*  results" 
to  self-government :  so  was  the  C'lapp  tavern  in  East  Amherst,  as 
well  as  the  West  Spriugliehl  tavern,  where  Luke  Day  —  legislator- 
at-large  and  captain  in  the  7th  Massachusetts  regiment  —  talked  by 
the  hour. 
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We  find  that  iu  the  winter  tenn  of  the  Conrt  of  Coniniuu  Plea?*  in 
1784,  Moses  Hliss,  William  Pynehon,  Luke  Chapin,  Isaac  Morgan. 
Zenas  Parsons,  Al)el  Chapin,  Jonathan  Dwiglit,  and  many  more  were 
crowding  on  each  other's  heels  to  secure  judgments  against  debtor>, 
and  Colonel  Woithington  and  others  forecloseil  mortgages  against  the 
same  unfortunate  class. 

The  February  tenn  of  the  Common  Pleas,  17^6,  was  held  at  North- 
ampton,  the  justices  pi*esent  being  Kleazer  Porter,  Jolm  Bliss,  and 
Samuel  Mather.  No  less  than  three  hundred  and  thirtv-three  ca.>es. 
mainly  occ^isioned  by  the  ix>yerty  of  the  unhapin*  debtors,  were  called 
up,  and  judgment  obtaine<l  or  action  deferred.  It  is  a  monotonous 
record  on  the  books,  but  was  dramatic  enough  in  results.  There  was 
a  general  wail  of  despair.  Jonathan  Dwight,  '-  trader,  '*  secured,  for 
example,  a  judgment  of  £f<  Ss,  9d.  and  £1  15.^.  lOr/.  In  costs  against 
Ebenezer  Kumrill,  of  Longmeadow,  and  Klihu  Mun*ay,  of  Decrfiehl. 
Their  note  was  £7  l.'is.  Their  property  was  at  once  leyieil  uix)n.  Wv 
find  John  Worthington,  Ephraim  Chapin,  Phineas  Chapin,  Josel  Day. 
Luke  Bliss,  Moses  Bliss  were  plaintiffs  in  similar  actions.  The  Mays 
term  was  equally  full,  and  the  enniged  ai-my  of  debtoi*s  from  all  parts 
of  western  Massachusetts,  would  not  let  the  judges  proceed  with  busi- 
ness on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August.  Kol>ert  Breck,  of  Northampton, 
clerk  of  the  court,  says :  '••  Early  in  the  Morning  of  this  Day.  there 
was  collected  a  considerable  number  of  Pei*sons  under  Arms,  who 
paraded  near  the  Court-House,  with  a  professi»d  Design  to  preyent 
this  Court  from  sitting ;  a  Committee  from  whom  presented  a  Petition 
requesting  the  Court  would  not  proceed  to  do  any  Business.  The 
Court  being  cony i need  thereof,  thought  propi>er  to  o|>en  the  same  at 
the  House  of  Captain  Samuel  Clark,  Innholder."  An  adjournment 
of  the  court  was  then  made  until  Noyember,  but  the  insurgents  inter- 
rupted all  courts  until  May,  1787. 

The  elections  of  1786  were  hotly  contested.  Lawyers  became 
special  objects  of  contempt,  on  account  of  their  agency  in  securing 
judgments,  and  the  feeling  was  sufficient  to  exclude  most  of  the  pro- 
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fossion  from  the  House.  That  Ixxly  was  found  to  be  completely  in 
the  hands  of  tlie  debtor  element.  Thev  filled  the  vacancies  m  the 
Senate  with  men  aft<»r  their  own  ilk  ;  they  passed  a  bill  admitting  to 
the  bar  all  persons  of  good  moral  character ;  they  limited  the  fees  of 
attorneys  ;  they  imposed  an  oath  on  lawyers,  to  be  taken  before  plead- 
ing, to  provide  against  the  cheating  of  clients  ;  and  tliey  attempted  to  U 
issue  more  paper  money.  But  the  Senate  was  pro<jf  against  these 
vaganes,  and  the  session  ended  in  smoke. 

An  angry  county  convention  met  at  Worcester  August  15,  and  an- 
other at  Hatfield  on  tiie  22d,  the  latter  bod}^  continuing  for  three  days. 
Their  demands  included  tiie  al>olition  of  the  Senate,  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  the  lawyers'  fee  table, 
land  grants  to  government  oflfilcials,  nneqnal  taxation  as  between  iK>ll8 
and  estates  and  landed  and  mercantile  interests,  and  the  holding  of 
sessions  of  tiie  General  Court  at  Boston.  The  convention  also  voted 
in  favor  of  the  election  of  civil  officers  by  the  (ieneral  Court,  the 
emission  of  paper  mcmey,  and  the  calling  of  a  State  constitutional 
convention.  Althou":li  tiiis  assemblv  recommended  that  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Hampshire  county  absL*iin  from  *'  mAbsand  unlawful  assem- 
blies, until  a  constitutional  method  of  redress  can  Ix*  obtained, "  the 
judges  at  Northampton,  four  days  later,  were  gre(»ted  with  an  ngly 
crowd  armed  with  clubs  and  muskets.  They  surronnded  the  court- 
house, an<l  demanded  an  adjournment  sine  die.  After  an  informal 
session  at  a  tavern,  the  court  yielded,  and  adjourned  to  Springfield 
on  tiie  second  Tuesday  of  November.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at  Worcester  had  been  internipt^^d 
in  a  similar  way,  that  same  montli,  and  a  most  alarming  state  of 
things  existed,  not  only  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Worcester,  and 
Berkshire,  but  also  Bristol,  Middlesex,  and  other  eastern  counties. 
(Jovernor  Bowdoin  issued  a  proclamation  calling  \\\>o\\  all  |>eople  to 
keep  the  peace.     The  Legislature  was  also  assembled   September  27. 

At  Concord,  (irent  Barrington,  and  otiier  places  the  same  scenes 
were  enacted,  an<l  the  courts  comjii^lled  to  adjourn,    (ieneral  Shepanl, 
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of  WestHeki,  was  oi-deretl  totnke  ix>»sesnion  <if  tlie  S|iriiigrteld  i-oiirt- 
houso,  wliicli  he  did  two  days  befoiv  tlie  meeting  of  the  Legist  situ  re. 
The  Seiiato  iKUised  a  joiot  resohitiuii  deiioiineing  the  intei-niittiou  of 
the  courts,  approving  the  net  of  the  goveriior  in  euUiug  out  the  mili- 
tia, and  providing  for 
the  susix-nsioii  of  the       _......  —  .    _- 

habeaa  {.-orpiis. 
H 

agree  to  the  latter  co- 
ercive measnre.  and 
hong  up  the  report. 
A  uuin1>er  of  bills 
were  passed  by  the 
House  in  the  spirit  of 


the  iDsurgtiu  ton 
from  suffering  toi 
HuiniKihire  the  ( 
bill  authorizing  thi'  governor  m 
notiK  witiiout  liait  or  mainprisi'. 
the  oath  of  all.giiUKv  w:i>  like* 
Daniel  Shays  and    Luke  Day 


;iinis.  The  Legislature  was  litiodid  witli  petition 
;  an<l  if  it  had  not  been  for  anned  ri'sir-tance  i 
ral  (  iiurt  would  not  have  pafM.'d.  a&  tliiv  diil, 


i»epa*-e.l.  hnt 
took  a  iKjld  >t>' 
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tembiM'  2r>,  by  iiitiTfering  with  the  session  of  the  Supreme  .Iiidieinl 
Court,  Chief  .Justice  Cushing  presiding,  (ienenil  Shepurd  discreetly 
l)reveuted  a  collision  with  the  forces  of  Shrivs,  as  they  marched  and 
countermarched  before  the  SpringfieUl  court-house,  or  rendezvoused 
at  Stebbins's  tavern,  in  North  Main  street;  and  after  the  court  had 
adjourned,  and  had  also  abandoned  the  October  term  at  (ireat  Bar- 
rin<rton,  he  withdrew  his  militia  companies  to  the  arsenal,  and  the 
Shays  men  returned  to  their  homes,  well  pleased  that  no  indictments 
had  been  found  ajrainst  them.  Three  weeks  later  Daniel  Shays  issued 
an  order  from  Pelham  requiring  all  his  men  to  arm  and  furnish  them- 
selves with  sixty  rounds.  He  proceeded  to  liutland,  and  superintended 
the  interruption  of  the  courts  at  Worcester  and  elsewhere  in  Decem- 
ber, lie  turned  up  in  Springfield  on  the  22d  of  that  month,  and  found 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleads  an  efisy  prey  to  the  clubs, 
drums,  nuiskets,  and  threats  of  his  men. 

The  legal  profession  continued  to  be  the  object  of  bitter  attack. 
Demagogues  and  lampoonists  plied  their  tratle  industriously.  The 
following  lines  were  dropped  upon  the  floor  of  the  Springtield  court- 
house :  — 

*'  If  Siinipsoirs  foxes  tail  by  tail 

With  firebrands  were  .set  running, 
My  (ioil.  wliat  havock  must  i>revail. 
When  Lawyers' tails  are  burning  I 

**  (juoti)  Jack,  •  'I'is  true  as  anv  fact 
Kstablished  in  the  nation. 
I'nless  their  tails  were  often  wet 
They'd  cause  the  eonfiagration.*" 

While  these  sorrv  matters  divided  brother  and  brother  in  the  villaii:e 
of  Springliehl,  and  st't  frien<l  against  friend,  the  Springfiehl  town- 
meeting  was  not  swamped  by  the  debtor  party.  It  voted  that  the  in- 
crease of  pa[)er  money  at   a   time  when  it  was  alrea<ly  a  burden  was 
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*'"  :i  i)reiH)sttM*ons  and  ridiculous  remedy  ;  "  it  opix)sed  :i  revision  of  tlu^ 
State  constitution  on  account  of  the  passions  of  the  peopK*  so  danger- 
ously excited,  but  it  called  uiK)n  the  Legislature  for  remedial  measui-es 
that  would  remove  the  '•  imaginary  as  well  as  the  real  grievances  of 
the  people."  These  res<jlutions  had  been  passed  in  Septeml>er,  when 
the  legislature  met;  but,  as  has  been  seen,  they  pnwluced  no  effect 
ui)on  the  jH^ople. 

The  insurgents  found  hearing  in  the  papers,  and  loud-mouthed  men 
declaimed  in  the  taverns  of  Springfield  and  elsewhere  against  the  riot 
act,  the  expensive  UKxle  of  collecting  debts,  and  the  payment  of  mon- 
eys raised  by  imi)ost  and  excise*  to  discharge  the  interest  of  govern- 
ment securities,  instead  of  the  foreign  debt.  Tlu'Si*  agitators,  who 
81>orted  the  hemlock  twig,  had  a  scheme  of  repudiation  on  hand  con- 
cerning government  securities,  which  siK'culators  had  bought  up  from 
2sl  to  Tks.  8d.  on  the  ix)und.  They  not  only  objected  to  applying  the 
revenues  from  impost  and  excise  to  meet  the  interest,  wiiich  in  some 
cases  amounted  to  more  than  the  price  paid  for  the  securities,  but  they 
proiH)se<l  to  repudiate  or  refund  upon  the  l»asis  of  the  market  value  of 
the  securities.  Armyotlicers  who  remained  in  the  service  were  prom- 
ised by  Congress  half-pay  for  life,  but  this  was  soon  ciianged  to  pay 
for  live  yt*ars ;  and  this,  considering  the*  depreciation  of  paper  money, 
made  the  fate  of  the  otlicers  doubly  unhappy.  This  connnutation 
added  another  harsh  string  to  the  orchestral  discord  that  assaulted  tiie 
unhappy  air. 

Boston  itself  was  not  untinged  with  the  spirit  of  revolt,  and  the 
nuMieyed  men  of  that  city  found  that  the  time  had  come  for  them  to 
put  their  hands  in  their  p<H*kets  and  furnish  the  sinews  of  war. 
After  it  had  l)een  decided  to  call  out  the  troops  the  commissary- 
general  reported  that  he  could  get  no  supplier  without  cash,  an<l  of 
this  the  treasury  was  emptv.  (ieneral  Lincoln  innnediatelv  visited  a 
prominent  Boston  club,  and  laid  the  case  before  them.  A  subscrip- 
tion was  started  the  following  morning,  the  governor  heading  the 
list,  and    the   money  was   raised    bi^fore   sunset.     An  army  of  four 
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thousand    five    luindred    was    collefti»d  iu  short  order,  and   (General 
Lincoln  prepared  for  his  long  march. 

To  show  how  some  of  the  towns  felt  the  strain,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  remote  town  of  Rowe,  December  4,  1786,  "  being  Repeatedly 
Requested  to  Join  in  the  Dispute  between  the  Court  and  those  called 
the  Regulating  party,"  but  not  being  able  to  get  at  the  merits  of  the 
controversy,  recommended  that  as  many  as  *'  can  conveniently 
march  "  should  repair  to  Springfield,  and  after  hearing  the  particu- 
lars "  join  that  party  as  they  shall  Judge  to  be  iu  the  right  of  the 
cause,  they  acting  entirely  for  themselves  iu  that  matter." 

(xovernor  Bowdoin  in  his  letter  of  instructions  to  General  Lincoln 
said,  ''  You  are  to  consider  yourself  in  all  your  military  offensive 
operations  constantly  as  under  the  direction  of  the  civil  officer,  saving 
where  any  armed  force  shall  appear  and  oppose  your  marching  to 
execute  these  orders."  General  Lincoln  protested  against  these 
instructions,  being  placed  as  he  was  under  the  orders  of  the  local 
civil  authorities  wherever  he  might  be ;  and  the  governor,  after  con- 
sulting the  council,  wrote  :  "As  you  are  accompanied  by  Gentlemen 
of  the  I^w,  who  are  also  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  as  you  can 
have  a  number  of  Deputy  Sheriffs  to  attend  you  by  applying  to  the 
High  Sheriff  to  depute  some  of  your  own  Corps  or  others  as  you 
shall  judge  proper,  the  Council  apprehend  there  is  scarcely  a  sup- 
I)osable  case,  to  which  your  powers,  as  expressed  in  my  oixiers,  do 
not  exUmd." 

Lincoln  turned  up  with  his  battalions  at  Worcester,  January  22, 
and  protected  the  courts  with  little  dilliculty ;  Daniel  Shays,  after 
sending  to  the  governor  a  pacitic  message  intending  to  mislead  the 
authorities,  essayed  the  difficult  feat  of  capturing  the  federal  arsenal 
at  Si)ruigiield.  He  made  a  dash  from  Rutland  with  over  one  thousand 
men,  indifferently  armed  with  guns,  but  thoroughly  equippetl  with  an 
incendiary  vocabulary.  He  reached  Wilbraham  on  the  24th,  and  the 
women  and  children  of  that  terrified  conunuuity  were  transferred  to 
Longmeadow  for  safety.     General  Lincoln  was  two  days'  march  in 


322  SPHISOFIKLD.     lfj:pJ-  7  s^^•. 


the  rear  of  Shays,  ami  the  plan  was  to  overix)Wfr  (General  Shepard 
iM^fore  the  eastern  troops  came  up.  Eli  Par>ons,  with  four  hundred 
Berkshire  insurgents,  was  at  Chicopee  :  while  Luke  Day  was  tin*  only 
man  among  the  rel>els  who  made  any  pretenct*  at  military  discipline. 
He  was  resting  under  anns  at  West  Springfield  with  a  company  of  four 
hundrtMl,  whom  he  kept  in  goo<l  temfHT  by  occasional  orations  of  the 
oppression>  of  the  government.  Shepanl  was  thus  confronted  by 
alK>ut  two  thousand  rebels,  twice  his  number :  but  there  was  divided 
counsel  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemv.  Shavs  ordered  l)av  to  attack  on 
the  ^.'jth,  but  the  latter  said  he  would  not  l»e  readv  to  mov»*  until 
the  2<>th.  This  answer  miscarried,  and  thus  Shavs  advanced  on  the 
eventful  2'»th.  Dav  meantime  demanded  that  the  militia  lav  down 
their  arms,  not  knowing  that  Shavs  was  alreadv  on  the  march. 

General  Shepard  was  doing  his  l>est  to  hold  an  ugly  jn-ople  in 
hand.  Public  sentiment  was  against  him,  although  in  tlii>  immediate 
vicinity  the  majority  of  those  who  si)oke  their  mind  were  in  favor  of 
the  goverinnent.  He  did  not  really  take  in  the  situation,  however, 
until  al)out  a  fortnight  before  the  Armory  Hill  tight.  As  late  as 
January  12,  (ieneral  Shepard  wrote  Lincoln  from  Northampton  that 
t^o  hundri'd  or  three  hun<lred  men  would  l»e  ample  to  defend  the 
stores  at  Springtield,  and  that  he  himself  would  l>e  ready  to  march 
to  Worcester  to  d«fend  the  <*ourts  there.  He  adds  :  ••  1  can  appre- 
hend no  danger  of  >o  desperate  an<l  senseless  a  measure  as  burning 
towns  or  an  atta<*k  on  unemlxxlied  Lnhabitants :  and  Springtield, 
besides  containing  stores  of  exceeding  great  consequence,  is  in  the 
line  of  intelligence  and  perhaps  of  march,  and  has  Imildings  to 
accommodate  a  considerable  part  of  the  men,  which  are  to  be  found 
nowhere  else  in  this  county."  In  speaking  of  supplies  he  says  the 
mm  and  spirituous  liquors  must  be  forwanled  from  Boston,  as  there 
was  little  to  l>e  had  in  Hampshire  county;  and  he  added  that  '*  the 
men  cannot  be  kept  together  especially  in  this  season  without  a  daily 
allowance  of  spiritous  liquors." 

(ieneral   Shepard,  who  had  taken  |>ossession  of  Springtield  on  the 
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18th,  found  that  all  the  insurgents  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
had  received  orders  to  assemble  at  Palmer,  and  that  the  Berkshire 
and  the  Northern  Hampshire  men  were  directed  to  march  to  Pelhara, 
Greenwich,  and  Hardwick.  There  was  a  pressing  need  of  money  at 
Springfield  for  the  support  of  the  soldiers,  not  a  cent  subscribed  at 
Boston  having  been  forwarded  here.  No  man  in  Springfield  felt 
disjK^sed  to  loan  Shi'pard  money  to  any  amount.  He  asked  for 
at  least  £2,000,  and  he  remarked  :  **  I  do  not  think  the  men  can 
be  kept  together  long  unless  they  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  rum, 
etc.,  and  a  little  money.''  Many  of  the  militia  in  this  county  were 
prevented  from  assembling  by  their  disaffected  neighbors.  As 
neither  Congress  nor  General  Knox  had  given  permission  to  take 
arms  from  the  arsenal,  General  Shepard's  men  were  poorly  equipped. 
With  some  bitterness  Shepard  writes  to  Lincoln  the  day  after  taking 
possession  at  the  arsenal :  *'  It  will  be  very  disagreeable  for  me  to 
be  defeated  by  such  a  wicked  banditti  when  I  am  guarding  the  arms 
of  the  I'nion,  and  command  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
dignity  of  the  government  when  I  had  no  arms  to  defend  myself 
even  from  insult." 

Shepard  began  to  feel  very  nuich  concerned  on  the  21st,  and  he 
sent  to  General  Lincoln,  at  Worcester,  for  a  Hying  column  to  fol- 
low in  the  ri'ar  of  Shays,  lie  was  cut  off  from  Berkshire  by  the 
vigilance  of  Luke  Day,  and  his  lack  of  conmiunication  with  North- 
ampton led  Caleb  Strong,  of  Northampton,  to  write  Lincoln  that 
insurgents  had  taken  possession  of  Chicopee  bridge,  and  had  capt- 
ured a  provision  train  on  its  way  to  Springfield  for  the  militia. 
This  party  was  from  Berkshire,  and  was  commanded  by  P^li  Parsons. 
Shepard  himself  did  not  hear  of  this  until  the  23d.  The  weather 
was  bitterly  cold,  and  Shepard  called  upon  Lincoln  for  at  least  four 
hundred  men  to  be  forwarded  in  sleighs.  Shepard's  provisions  were 
limited  to  a  five  days'  stock,  and  the  loss  of  his  provision  train  was 
especially  disturbing.  He  had  ordered  "  two  loads  of  rum,"  to  be 
consigned  to  Jonathan   Dwight.     Money  was  also  scarce.     Not  only 
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were  his  men  unpaid,  but  he  was  coniijelled  to  be  iKTsonally  resjxin- 
sible  for  what  fuel  and  forage  he  nee<led.  It  must  \\i\\v  l»een  dis- 
tressing to  Lincoln  t4^)  be  informed  by  Shepard  that  his  force  "  could 
not  continue  in  the  field  much  longer  "  unless  money  was  st^nt  him. 
This  was  three  days  before  the  Shays  rencounter.  Maj.  Levi  Shepard, 
of  Northampton,  was  his  commissary,  and  Col.  William  Smith,  of 
Springfield,  the  quartermaster,  —  two  men  who  mu$U:  have  been  at 
their  wits'  end  to  meet  the  emergency,  with  a  disturl)ed  or  a  disaf- 
fected and  hostile  community  about  them.  Shepard  had  learned  that 
three  hundred  insurgents  from  Berkshire  lo<lged  at  Northampton  on 
the  night  of  the  22d.  He  was  not  at  all  reassured  by  the  silence  of 
Lincoln,  who  had  not  answered  the  five  messages  sent  east  in  quick 
succession.  Shays,  Day,  and  Parsons  had  completely  cut  Springfield 
off  from  all  approaches,  neither  troops  nor  supplies  l>eing  obtainable. 
and  the  insurgents  were  enjoying  the  contents  of  Shrpard's  proNi- 
sion  train.  He  would  have  retired  to  a  stronger  position  if  it  had 
not  l>eeu  for  the  arsenal.  As  it  was  he  wn)te  Lincoln  once  more, 
saying,  ••  If  you  cannot  grant  me  any  reinforcements  or  relief  I  shall 
try  to  work  out  my  own  salvation  before  it  is  too  late.  Shays's  and 
Dav's  forces  are  about  two  thousand  stronir.  Before  to-morrow  morn- 
ing  I  expect  the  trial  will  Ik»  made  to  force  me  from  this  i)ost.  It  is 
no  time  for  delay  ;  3'our  operations  must  be  quick  and  spirited,  or 
they  will  answer  no  puqwse.      Thxit  man's  party  is  increasing  fast.'' 

Luke  Dav  had  scoure<l  the  countrv  on  the  west  side,  and  his  sen- 
tries  and  reconnoitring  parties  were  very  annoying.  He  had  even 
deployed  a  body  in  the  Longmeadow  direction  and  secured  many 
prisoners.  lie  capture<l  General  Parks  and  Dr.  Whitney  in  sleighs, 
and  had  taken  a  loyal  man  in  Longmeadow  out  of  his  lK*d  and  shut 
him  up  with  other  pnsoners  of  war  at  West  Springfield. 

Shays  was  at  Palmer  on  the  23d  with  eleven  hundred  noisy  men. 
The  insurgi'nt  oHicers  held  a  council  of  war  there,  and  a  friend  of 
the  government  overheard  the  proceedings.  It  was  decided  to  join 
Day's  forces  and  to  attack  the  arsenal  before  Lincoln  could  come  to 
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Shepai'd's  relief.  Lieut.  Aaron  Graves,  of  Palmer,  hastened  to 
inform  Lincoln  of  these  facts.  Adam  Wheeler  did  what  he  could  to 
detain  Lincoln,  by  asking  for  a  "Conference"  in  order  to  "bring 
about  a  Settlement  with  the  (Tovernment." 

Deputy  SherifiP  King  rode  through  the  crusted  snow  across  fields  from 
Wilbraham  to  the  Stony  Ilill  road  on  the  25th,  drawing  blood  from  the 
legs  of  his  horse,  and  warned  General  Shepard  in  less  than  an  hour ; 
but  Shays  did  not  appear  on  the  Boston  road,  in  view  of  the  armory, 
until  late  in  the  afternoon.  Shepard  sent  several  messages  of  warning 
to  Shays  not  to  advance,  but  received  only  insolence  and  defiance  for 
his  pains.  At  a  hundred  yards  a  howitzer  was  discharged  each  side 
of  the  advancing  forces ;  and,  a  few  minutes  later,  a  shot,  at  short 
range,  was  levelled  directly  at  the  cohmm.  Ezekiel  Root  and  Ariel 
Webster,  of  (^ill,  and  John  Spicer,  of  Leydeu,  were  killed,  and  John 
Hunter,  of  Shelburne,  mortally  wounded.  A  scene  of  ridiculous  con- 
fusion followed.  Not  a  return  shot  was  fired  at  the  militia,  and 
about  twelve  hundred  very-much-affrighted  men  raced  for  their  dear 
lives  toward  Ludlow.  The  killed  and  wounded  were  taken  to  a 
house  opposite  the  site  of  Olivet  Church.  The  well  near  this  house  is 
still  to  bi'  seen  in  the  cellar  of  the  arsenal. 

General  Lhicoln  reached  Springfield  on  the  27th  with  the  main 
body  of  his  troops.  At  nine  o'clock  of  the  25th  the  news  of  Shays's 
defeat  had  reached  Palmer,  and  Colonel  Baldwin  had  sent  word  to 
Lincoln  that  Captain  Shaw  reported  that  the  insurgents  made  the 
attack  about  four  o'clock,  "on  the  plain,  near  the  magazine." 

General  Lincoln  gives  the  following  account  of  the  movements  of 
his  troops  upon  reaching  Springfield  :  — 

Part  of  them  with  the  light  horse  I  moved  up  the  river  on  the  ice,  with  the  in- 
tention to  prevent  the  junction  of  Shays  &  Day,  &  if  that  was  not  attempted,  to 
cut  off  Day's  retreat.  With  the  other  part  of  the  troops  1  moved  across  the  river, 
in  front  of  his  guard.  They  soon  turned  out,  &  retreated  to  his  main  body. 
They  retreated  before  us  about  half  a  mile,  then  made  some  disposition  to  attack, 
but  soon  left  that  post  &  retreated  to  a  high  piece  of  ground  in  their  rear,  where 
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llifV  wn*  iiift  by  the  Lisrlit  lior»e:  tJieiice  tlifV  riol  in  ^-very  ilirectioii.  hut  nio>i 
of  them  ri*achi*il  Nonhaiupton.  at»out  2»>  inile»  ilij^taiit.  Thi?  l«*ft  Sliays*  ri^jrht 
U!icovi.Ttnl.  Jc  imlaeeil  him  to  movi-  thi*  same  niehi  to  Am!K'r>i.  twenty  mile* 
North  of  Springfifhl.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  mornin;:  of  the  :?*.»th  wu  muw:]  towanl 
Amhen»t.  where  Shays  hail  In-en  joineil  hy  Day.  On  our  arrival  in  tlic  lHiril<rrs 
of  ihi*  tt»wn.  the  rear  i»f  Sliiiys*  force  left  it.  itoine  few  fell  into  our  lian>U:  he 
then  took  post  at  Pelliam.  east  from  Amherst :  we  tile*l  off  to  the  left  i  toi>k  i>osi 
in  Iladlev  j£  Hatfield  on  the  river. 

Liui-olii  said  at  l*itts1iekl,  after  the  scatteriiiir  of  the  in5iuiireiit>  in 
western  Massachusetts,  that  he  fomul  that  ••  the  jieople  in  ireueral  h:id 
been  in  arms,  or  had  iK't-n  aWttors  of  those  who  were  :  aiul  tliat  their 
obstinacy  was  not  exceeded  bv  anvthinjr  l»iit  their  i-jnorance  of  their 
own  situation.''  Governor  I^jwdoin  in  Febniarv  offered  I'I'mi  for  the 
arrest  of  Shajs,  and  £10<)  each  for  the  arrest  of  Adam  Wlu-eler,  Luke 
Day,  and  KH  Parson>.  Day  was  eventually  brought  to  Sprinirtield, 
a  prisoner,  but  Shays  made  •totkI  his  escai>e. 

This  rejrion  round  alx>ut  was  for  some  week>  made  iivelv  with  >un- 
dn-  martial  episodes,  (ien.  John  PetersMju,  at  St«.K-kbridire,with  three 
hundred  men,  was  so  annovetl  with  insurjxents  huveriuir  around  antl 
distressing  loyal  jK^ople,  that  he  made  a  mid  on  the  2*Jth  of  January, 
and  succeedefl  hi  capturing  eighty-four  prisoner?*,  and  liis  ct)uriei-s 
reported  such  an  ugly  feeling  that  he  applie<l  to  Lincoln  fi»r  more 
tro<»i)s.  He  said  the  *'  de|)ortinent  of  the  Faction  in  this  ojimty 
against  goverimient  has  induced  a  kind  of  frenzy."  At  Iladley.  on 
February  1,  seven  soldiei*s  were  court-ma rtialleil  for  stealing  proiK-rly 
from  private  citizens,  and  were  condemned  to  march  Ix'fore  the  army 
on  parade  with  a  paper  pinned  to  their  breasts,  on  which  was  written, 
in  capital  letters,  ••  FOR  PLUNDKRING."  Col.  Gideon  Buit.  at 
Springfield,  informed  Lincoln  on  the  1st  of  February  that  it  would 
be  tlangerous  to  withdraw  the  horse  from  the  town,  as  l>oth  to  the 
east  and  west  hostilitv  to  the  jrovernnient  continueil.  Jle  had  found 
that  one  hundreil  and  tweutv  anue<l  insurgents  were  seen  at  South- 
wick  on  the  nwd  to  Westfield  on  the  last  dav  of  March,  and  he  addetl, 
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"  It  is  v(My  (lirticiilt  for  nie  to  obtain  men  who  I  can  confide  in  to 
bring  &  carry  Intelligence  &  horse  who  will  parole  Roads."  Colonel 
Burt  was  an  energetic  oHicer,  however,  and  he  inspired  a  wholesome 
fear  of  the  militia  in  these  parts,  by  scouring  the  country  and  bring- 
ing in  prisoners.  Col.  Israel  Cha[)in  received  at  South  Hadley  ten  of 
Shays's  men,  captured  near  Ware  river  on  the  'h\  of  February,  and 
upon  reaching  Springfield  he  took  a  nnich  brighter  view  of  things  than 
Burt  did.  Chapin  had  sent  his  troop(»rs  as  far  north  as  Amherst  and 
as  far  east  as  Palmer,  so  lie  reported  to  Lincoln  on  February  5.  He 
made  the  expedition  with  four  hundred  men.  There  was  much  dis- 
content at  Springfield  among  the  soldiers,  as  the  prospect  of  peace 
increased  their  anxiety  to  return  to  their  nesrlected  families. 

The  last  of  February  a  band  of  insurgents  plundered  several  houses 
at  St^)ckbridge,  taking  sevt'ral  prisoners,  and  marched  for  Great  Bar- 
rington,  but  were  soon  put  to  rout  by  the  Lenox  and  Stockbridge  mili- 
tia after  a  slight  brush,  in  which  two  or  three  on  each  side  were  killed. 
Gen.  John  Ashley,  who  was  in  couunand,  was  a  descendant  of  John 
Pynchon,  through  his  daughter  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Whiting,  whose 
daughter  married  Col.  John  Ashley,  of  Westfield,  grandfather  of 
^laj.-Gen.  John  Ashley.  On  March  81  sixty  of  Shays*s  men  at- 
tacked the  house  of  Colonel  Dwight,at  Belchertown,  and  carried  off  a 
young  man  in  charge  of  the  family,  but  did  not  capture  the  colonel. 
The  people  at  Belchertown  were  in  constant  conmumication  with 
Shays  at  Pelham,  and  the  loyal  portion  felt  themselves  much  exposed. 
Rev.  Justus  Forward,  informing  Lincjoln  of  the  situation  there,  said 
that  Shays's  si)ies  were  constantly  in  the  place,  and  he  added  dryly, 
''  I  am  not  so  anxious  for  myself  as  for  others;  for  I  don*t  think 
Shays  wants  a  Chaplain  !  " 

The  news  of  Shays's  defeat  determined  the  course  of  many  a  waver- 
ing town.  The  little  town  of  Granby,  for  example,  had  witnessed 
the  passing  of  armed  men  in  the  direction  of  Springfield,  and  five 
days  after  that  town  saw  the  affrighted  army  of  the  insurgents  sweep 
back  over  the  mountains,  suffering  the  discomforts  and  humiliations. 
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with  uoiie  of  the  glory,  of  defeat ;  a  full  town-meeting  was  held,  and 
resolutions  passeil  apiK?aliug  to  (it^ntTal  Lincoln  to  spare  his  hand  and 
"  prevent  the  awful  destruction  of  Mankind/'  Almost  the  moment 
that  the  Springfield  fight  reached  Leverett,  a  petition  to  Shepard  and 
Lincoln  was  drawn  up  to  the  same  eflPect,  lamenting  that  some  by  "'  a 
misguided  Zeal  have  fermenti»d,  and  Kindled  Coles  of  strife  the  flame 
of  which  has  slain  a  Number,"  and  hoping  for  the  -*  interix)sition  of 
Heaven,"  and  the  smile  of  the  ""  Ciod  of  Sabbaoth  "  upon  all  efforts 
to  restore  peace.  Shays,  at  Pelham,  was  meantime  sending  petitions 
for  pardon  to  Lincoln,  at  Iladley,  and  to  the  General  Court.  What 
Governor  Bowdoin  thought  is  expressed  in  a  letter  to  Lincoln,  dated 
January  27  :  ''I  am  not  disapix)inted  in  your  having  applications  for 
the  compromision  of  atfairs,  by  yielding  up  >ome  part  of  the  Dignity 
and  spirit  of  Government,  in  exchange  for  a  certain  (juantity  of  re- 
bellion, obstinacy  and  insolence ;  but  my  dependence  on  the  good 
I)eople  of  the  commonwealth  is  so  great  that  I  cannot  harlK)ur  a 
thought  of  making  such  dishoni)i*able  barter." 

The  i)etition  from  Pelhiun  to  the  General  Court,  dated  .Tanuary  30, 
and  signed  l>v  the  officers  of  Worcester,  Middhsex,  namp>liire,  and 
Berkshire  counties,  who  were  inarms,  was  a  meek  atTair.  It  ••  humbly 
sheweth  that  vour  Petitionners  being  senciable  that  wi*  have  been  in 
error  in  having  recourse  to  arms,  and  not  set*king  re<lress  iu  a  consti- 
tutional wav  '*  etc. 

The  inhabitants  of  Colrain  also  apiK*aled  to  Lincoln  for  *'  rlemency, 
—  a  most  darling  attribute  when  connected  with  Power  and  Legal 
authority,"  in  order  to  prevent  the  '*  cutting  off  the  members  of  the 
natural  lx>dv."  The  selectmen  of  Williamstown  sent  resolutions  to 
both  contending  parties  recognizing  at  once  the  *'  Necf>.sity  and  im- 
portance of  supporting  the  government"  and  the  'Menial  imiH)r- 
tance  "  of  paying  attention  to  the  *' Redre^s  of  nil  (irievaucts  of 
the  People."  The  town  of  Conway,  iu  its  apiK*al  to  Lincoln,  drew  a 
lurid  picture  of  civil  war  in  western  Massachusetts,  throwing  society 
'^  into  a  Stat«   Little   short  of  that  where   the  offenders  asrainst   the 
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Majesty  of  Heaven  are  Doomed  to  suffer  according  to  their  crimes.*' 
General  Lincoln  is  then  asked  by  the  town  to  lift  his  ''  eyes  up  to 
him  who  in  the  Heavens  beholding  the  P^ollies  of  men  overlooks 
their  Crimes  and  b<»stows  his  P^avours  on  the  most  undeserving." 

These  quotations,  as  well  as  others  in  this  chapter,  are  taken  from 
manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  General  Lincoln's  descendants  which 
have  never  been  in  print  before.  The  answ(»r  to  these  petitions  came 
from  Boston  in  the  shape  of  a  new  levy  of  troops,  and  there  followed 
a  vigorous  restoration  of  order  in  the  stalwart  spirit  of  Governor  Bow- 
doin's  proclamation  of  January  12,  in  which  he  asked  the  question: 
*'  Is  then  the  goodly  fabric  of  freedom  wiiich  cost  us  so  nmch  blood 
and  treasure  so  soon  to  be  thrown  into  ruins  ?  ''  All  insurgents  were 
forced  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Those  pardoned  were  not  to 
hold  office  or  vote  for  three  years ;  neither  could  they  legally  be  em- 
ployed as  schoolmasters  or  innkeepers.  This  act  of  the  Legislature 
provoked  a  protest  from  General  Lincoln.  "  In  her  right  hand,"  said 
the  general,  '*  the  government  must  hold  out  such  terms  of  mercy  in 
tlie  hour  of  success  with  such  evident  marks  of  a  disposition  to  for- 
give as  shall  a[)ply  to  the  feelings  of  the  delinquents.  .  .  .  Al- 
though 1  think  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  and  their  conduct 
will  make  a  rich  page  in  history,  yet  I  cannot  but  suppose  that  if  the 
munber  of  the  disfraiu'hised  had  been  less  the  public  peace  would 
have  been  (equally  safe  and  the  general  happiness  promoted.  The  act 
includes  so  great  a  description  of  persons  that  in  its  operation  many 
towns  will  be  disfranchised." 

The  sidlen  feeling  in  this  part  of  the  State  survived  for  a  time. 
Indeed  it  was  at  one  time  considered  doubtful  whether  Massachusetts 
would  cast  lier  lot  with  the  constitution  framed  by  the  convention 
that  met  in  the  following  ^lay  at  Philadelphia  and  presided  over 
by  George  Washington.  The  sentiment  in  Hampshire  county  was 
about  evenly  divided.  The  vote  in  the  convention  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  yeas  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  nays. 

It  was  in  the  nineties  when  General  Shepard  complained  that  he  had 
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not  been  repaid  by  the  State  for  his  sen'icea  in  defending  Springfield, 
and  he  added :  "  As  to  private  injuries  and  insults  which  I  liave  re- 
ceived, some  have  been  by  the  burning  of  my  fences  and  iujuring  my 
woodlands  by  fire  beyond  recovery  for  many  years  :  by  most  wantonly 
as  well  as  cruelly  destroying  two  of  uiy  horses  by  cutting  off  their  ears 
and  digging  out  their  eyes  before  tbev  were  killed ;  by  personally 
insnltitig  me  with  the  \-ile  epithet  of  'a  nninlerer  of  brethren,"  and 
through  auon^-mo^s  letters  thn-ateuiu<!  me  with  the  destnietion  of  my 
dwelling- iHHise  and  family  by  fire," 

But  the  time  did  finally  come  when  men  lenrued  to  liave  enough 
faith  in  their  [MTSonal  convictions  to  l»e  conteot  to  pronmlgate  their 
views  unattended  by  coercive  weapons.  Then  it  was  that  the  ancient 
lam[koon  liecame  history  :  — 

"  Fuliticiaiis  of  oil  kin<li< 

Who  are  not  vet  •l<«ule<]. 
May  lee  Itow  Yankees  !i|>eiik  ihi-lr  niiiiil« 


CHAPTER    XV. 

1788-1800. 

Ocath  of  Rev.  Rolwrt  Brrrk.  —  Poinpoy.  —  The  Change  in  Dress. — Carriajjes. — Post- 
master Moses  Church.  —  Death  of  Charles  Brewer.  —  Zcbina  Stebbinai.  —  Capt. 
Luke  Bliss.  — The  Dwij^hts.  —  Merchant  Jonathan  Dwight.  — The  OM  Bed  Store.— 
Other  Merchants.  —  A  Glimpse  at  Main  Street.  —  Zenas  Pai-sons.  —  Taverns.  —  Miy. 
Joseph  Stcbbins.  —  Early  Newspapers.  —  Post  Riders.  —  Samuel  Lyman.  —  Spring- 
field's College  Presidents.  —  The  Hitchcocrks.  —  Col.  Thomas  Dwight.  —  Daniel  Lom- 
hai"d.  —  Town  Officers.  —  Fourth  of  Julv  Celebration.  —  Timber  Trade. —  Moi-e  War- 
rants  of  Distress.  —  Town  Treasurer's  Report.  —  Canals.  —  Deserting  Soldiers  and 
Lawlessness. 

One  would  find  an  endless  source  of  diversion  in  putting  together 
the  stray  bits  of  information  touching  the  appearance  of  the  village 
between  the  Revolution  and  the  present  century.  It  was  a  common 
thing  in  those  days  to  paint  dwelling-houses  bright  red,  or  even  yel- 
low, which,  with  the  eighteenth  century  costuming,  must  have  given  a 
graphic  appearance  to  3Iain  street.  Before  the  Revolution  Merchant 
Storer,  of  Boston,  sent  a  bill  of  goods  to  George  and  Robert  Breck. 
In  an  accompanying  note  Mr.  Storer  said,  by  way  of  business : 
"  The  crimson  Snail  &  Bandanna  handkfs  I  could  not  procure,  tho' 
1  tried  at  sundry  places  —  nor  could  I  get  a  scarlet  Whitney  which  I 
thought  suitable  for  a  (ireat  Coat."  In  the  list  sent  were  pieces  of 
crimson  broadcloth,  green  durant,  l)lue  serge,  crimson  bays,  and  black 
taffeta.  This  letter,  cm-iously  enough,  was  found  floating  down  the 
Connecticut  river  in  1887  by  a  Springfield  canoeist.  The  paper  had 
been  thrown  upon  the  river-bank  after  the  demolition  of  an  old  house, 
and  the  rising  water  ha<l  swept  it  away. 

Rev.  Mr.  Breck  died  P'riday  forenoon  of  April  23,  1784,  in  his  sev- 
enty-first year.    The  burial  took  place  on  Monday  the  26th,  the  clergy 
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from  surrounding  towns  and  many  outside  of  S])nngfit'ld  being  present. 
The  funeral  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Brewer,  was  as  diflPerent  as  i)Os- 
sible.  Little  or  no  religious  services  attended  the  last  rites  previous 
to  1730.  It  was  then  considered  Romish  and  \'icious.  The  dress, 
too,  was  more  the  garb  of  the  seven^ly  righteous.  Hut  the  scene  at 
Mr.  Breck's  funeml  was  one  of  comparative  prismatic  mourning.  Silk 
stockings  and  silver  buckles,  and  lace  an<l  pow<ler,  were  l.»owed  in 
grief ;  women,  too,  wore  garments  of  silk,  —  fade<l  and  worn,  to  be 
sure,  for  the  times  were  hard.  The  old  first  parish  meeting-house 
was  draped  in  black.  Rev.  Mr.  Lathrop  deliven»<l  the  funend  ser- 
mon, and  a  solemn  anthem  was  sung.  The  whole  assembly  followed 
the  body  to  the  grave.  Mr.  Breck  had  four  chililivn  by  his  wife 
Eunice  Bn^wer,  who  died  in  1767.  Two  sons  and  a  <laughter  —  wife 
of  Rev.  Joseph  Whitney,  of  Pomfret, — survived  him.  Mr.  Breck 
had  married  for  a  second  wife,  in  1773,  the  widow  of  Dr.  E<lwanl 
Dorr,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  daughter  of  (iovernor  Talcott.  Breck  was 
a  hard  student  and  a  close  reasoner.  It  has  been  said  of  him  that 
*^  history  was  his  study."  He  was  an  easy  and  entertaining  conver- 
sationalist, and  '"  aflPable  without  meanness."  This  is  also  said  of 
him  by  one  who  knew  him  personally:  ''His  religious  sentiments 
were  formed  uiK)n  a  careful  examination  of  the  sacred  scriptures, 
without  attachment  to  s<»cts  or  systems.  His  tuni  of  thinking  was 
liberal,  yet  pious  :  exalted,  yet  humble.  His  sense  of  the  <leplorable 
weakness  and  corruption  of  human  nature  led  him  to  admire  the 
gracious  provisions  of  the  gospel." 

Mr.  Breck  Uve<l  in  the  parsonage  (Fallon's  block),  where  his  digni- 
fied carriage,  tie-wig,  shoe-buckles,  silk  stockings,  and  a  slave  attend- 
ant ser\'ed  to  fill  out  the  ancient  notion  of  ministerial  iraix»rtance. 
The  old  Breck  residence  is  now  doing  duty  as  a  laundry  (Ilillman 
street) .  The  Doctors  Breck  of  the  present  day  are  descendants  of  a 
brother  of  Rev.  Robert  Breck. 

Rev.  Mr.  Breck  left  at  his  death  a  negro  slave  named  Pompey.  He 
was  not  technically  a  slave,  however,  as  the  State  constitution  had,  by 
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impliCiatioD,  iibolished  slavery.  Ponipey  was  probably  the  last  Spring- 
field slave  to  pass  away,  his  death  not  taking  place  until  1813.  Mrs. 
Breck  returned  to  her  home  at  Hartford  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, and  Pompey  accompanied  her,  and  served  her  faithfully  until 
she  died,  in  1798.  The  old  darkey  was  thus  left  alone,  and  he  would 
occasionally  pay  a  visit  to  this  region  and  Northampton  among 
'^  Massa  George's  folks  and  Massa  Robert's  folks." 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  dress,  there  is  evidence  that  the  new 
king,  the  populace,  had  a  penchant  for  finery,  even  in  that  period  of 
hardship  and  toil.  There  were  reigning  beauties  in  those  days,  of 
whom  one  local  doggerilist  wrote  out  a  recipe  ;  — 

*•  Let  her  flaps  fly  behiiiil  for  a  yard  at  the  least. 
Let  her  curls  meet  just  under  her  chin ; 
Let  these  curls  be  supported  to  keep  up  the  jest. 
With  an  hundred  instead  of  one  pin. 

*'  Let  her  gown  be  tucked  up  to  the  hip  on  each  side. 
Shoes  too  high,  or  to  walk,  or  to  jump; 
And  to  deck  the  sweet  creature  complete  for  a  bride, 
Ix*t  tlie  cork-cutter  make  her  a  rump." 

When  the  Revolution  opened,  scarlet  cloaks  were  worn  by  women, 
also  blue  silk  cloaks,  richly  flowered.  There  were  also  the  furbelow 
scarf,  camlet  riding-hood,  long  silk  hood,  and  white  hoods  trimmed 
with  lace,  and  the  calash.  The  girls  of  families  of  more  moderate 
means  had  hoods  of  coarser  material,  and  calico  gowns.  Woollen 
petticoats  with  calico  borders  were  common.  It  was  a  rare  daughter 
who  could  not  ride  horseback  either  single  or  on  pillion.  Tourists 
from  al>road  speak  of  these  healthy-faced  girls  racing  down  a  country 
road  in  white  aprons  and  calico  gowns. 

Both  men  and  women  patronized  the  hair-dresser.  William  Doyle 
kept  a  fashionable  place  after  the  Revolution,  opposite  Zenas  Par- 
sons's  tavern,  and  a  little  north  of  the  court-house.     He  made  wigs, 
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••  atteudiMl  tlie  call  of  ladies,"  and  kept  a  stock  of  i-usliioiis  and  curls, 
*'  false  clubbs "  for  geutlenien,  full-bottomed  wigs,  i>eriwigs,  and 
''  scratches." 

We  would  give  much  to  see  reproduced  a  Springfield  scene  of  that 
age,  either  on  Sunday  morning,  or  during  court  week,  or  even  on  the 
arrival  of  the  stage.  On  Fridays  (1783)  the  Hartfortl  "stage  wag- 
gon" left  David  Bull's  inn  for  Parsons's  tavern  (in  Springfield), 
and  returned  Saturdays.  A  little  later  (178^<)  Reuben  Sikes  nrn 
a  line  of  stages  from  New  York  to  Boston,  through  Springfield,  — 
three  times  weekly  in  summer,  —  the  fare  Ijeing  tlu*ee  3^f.  per  mile. 
It  was  an  event  of  no  small  account,  — the  arrival  and  departure  of 
such  ladies  and  gentlemen  as  were  equal  to  the  exi)ense  of  travel.  It 
was  not  permitted  every  one  to  own  a  carriage.  They  were  heavily 
taxed.  In  1791  a  fall-back  chaise  was  taxed  10;*.,  a  stand-up  chaise 
6*.,  and  a  sulky  or  riding  chair  \s.  Those  taxed  as  owners  of  fall- 
back chaises  in  1791  were:  Zebina  Stebbins,  Samuel  Lyman,  Capt. 
Geoi^e  Pynchon,  John  Worthinglon,  Col.  William  Smith,  William 
Pynchon,  Lieiit.  Charles  Sheldcm,  Jimathan  Dwight,  Jacob  Sargeaut, 
Col.  Joseph  Williams,  Thomas  Dwight,  Alexander  Bliss.  Joseph 
Stebbins.  Jr.,  Moses  Church,  Zenas  Parsons,  Moses  Bliss,  and  Daniel 
Lombard,  Jr.  The  "  whiskv,  "  or  two- wheeled  sulkv,  was  owned  bv 
Zebina  Stebbins  and  Colonel  Smith.  The  three-wheeled  sulkv  was 
owned  by  John  Worthington,  Col.  Joseph  Williams,  and  Moses  Bliss  ; 
and  common  chairs  were  owned  by  Judah  Chapin,  John  Pynchon, 
Capt.  James  Byers,  Lieut.  Jacob  Bliss,  and  Gad  Horton. 

Moses  Church's  place  (Five-Cent  Sa\'ings-bank)  was  north  of  the 
court-house.  This  well-known  and  honoivd  indi\ndual  sold  hats  on 
one  side  of  his  little  shop,  and  otliciated  as  postmaster  on  the  other. 
OpiK>site  his  office  (Tinkham's)  Church  ran  a  tavern,  and  he  filled, 
all  in  all,  a  lai^e  place  in  the  community.  Church  inherited  the  hat 
business  from  his  father,  and  passed  it  down  to  his  son.  Harvey  S. 
Sanderson  took  the  business  from  Jonas  Coolidge,  who  took  it  fit>m 
the  Churches  in  1796.     Jeduthan  Sandei*son,  father  of  yix.  Sanderson, 
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lived  on  the  site  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  depot.  He  learned  the 
cooper's  trade  in  the  shop  of  Captain  Alexander  (near  the  carriage- 
shop  of  David  Smith) .  The  captain,  like  all  his  calling,  went  about 
from  house  to  house  hoophig  ])arrels. 

We  have  referred  to  Dr.  Breck's  notable  funeral  in  1784.  The 
previous  year  Springfield  was  called  to  the  solemn  service  of 
burying  another  notable  man,  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon,  whose  name 
figures  often  in  the  local  annals.  He  lived  on  the  south  side  of 
Ferry  lane  (Cypress  street)  near  the  corner  of  Main,  and  he  owned 
the  building  on  the  corner,  having  there  an  oflice  and  an  apothecary's 
shop.  In  former  years  Ferry  lane  promised  to  be  the  ])usine8S 
centre  of  tlie  town,  and  even  at  that  late  date  it  had  its  ambitions. 
Dr.  Pynchon  had  a  wide  practice  all  tluough  the  valley.  Opposite 
the  doctor's  oflice  Zebina  Stebbins  had  his  residence  as  well  as  a 
dry-goods  store.  Mr.  Stebbins  was  a  good  deal  of  a  character, 
thrifty  in  business,  and  faithful  to  all  trusts.  He  was  overseer  of 
the  poor,  and  if  he  once  proposed  to  make  up  a  job-lot  of  coffins 
for  a  group  of  aged  unfortunates  under  his  charge,  pending  their 
demise,  it  was  because  he  had  an  eye  to  finance,  and  not  because  he 
was  lacking  in  qualities  of  heart.  Zebina  desired  finally  to  get  rid 
of  the  building  on  the  south  side  of  the  lane.  In  1 785  this  building 
w^as  moved  to  tin;  east  side  of  Main  street.  It  contained  a  printing 
establishment,  and  there  also  Oad  Stebbins  had  his  apothecary  shop. 
Dr.  Stebbins  sold  also  tea,  coffee,  needles,  and  BibU»s. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon  had  been  preceded  in  January 
by  the  death  of  the  veiii'rable  William  Pynchon,  aged  eighty,  who 
had  spent  his  last  days  with  William,  his  son  (Haynes's  hotel  site), 
familiarly  known  as  Major  William.  The  major's  brother  John  lived 
opix)site,  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  dying  also  at  an  advanced 
age  (1820,  aged  eighty-four) . 

There  are  still  living  a  few  piM'sons  who  will  remember  John 
Pynchon,  as  he  appeared  on  the  streets  with  cocked  hat  and  small 
clothes.     The  boys  were  his  friends,  as  they  used  to  ride  his  horse 
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without  molestation  when  turned  out  to  pasture.  Above  John 
Pynehon's  house  on  the  east  side  there  were  standing  probably  the 
old  IJoyd  house  (opposite  the  Lombard  place),  then  the  Stebbins 
house,  and  the  chair-factory  of  Horace  Lee,  father  of  Postmaster 
Henrv  Lee. 

Major  William  died  in  1^08.  As  we  have  seen  by  the  records,  he 
had  been  register  of  deeds,  treasurer,  town-clerk,  magistrate,  and 
selectman.  His  residence  was  finally  moved  back  on  Pynchon  street, 
next  to  the  old  Methodist  church.  The  old  garrison-house  of  the 
Pynchons,  built  by  the  "'worshipful  Major"  in  16(50,  was  occupied 
by  Edward  Pynchon,  magistrate,  where  he  died  in  1777.  Geoi^e 
Pynchon  lived  next  house  to  the  north.  Walter  Pynchon  had  become 
a  merchant  at  Great  Barrington. 

Another  imix)rtant  family,  as  we  have  learned,  was  the  Bliss 
familv.  Luke  Bliss  lived  on  the  south  corner  of  Main  and  State. 
He  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Luke  Bliss,  and  ]>rother  of  the  Jonathan 
Bliss  who  became  chief-justice  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick. 
Luke  Bliss  was  a  courtly  gentleman,  a  solemn  and  impressive  singer, 
and  thus  an  ideal  choir-leader^  His  daughter  became  the  wife  of 
Solomon  Warriner,  the  famous  choir-leiuler  of  the  early  part  of  this 
century.  His  brother,  Jonathan  Bliss,  who  had  studied  law  with 
Colonel  Worthington,  was  a  '*  rescinder"  in  the  Legislature  of  17G8. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  serious  break  with  the  town  which 
ended  in  his  retirement  to  England.  Moses  Bliss,  the  merchant, 
liveil  in  South  Main  street  (Maiu  and  Bliss). 

The  business  rivalry  among  the  merchants  at  this  time  intei*ests  us, 
as  out  of  it  came  the  establishment  of  a  new  family.  The  Di*ights 
were  planted  on  Springfield  soil  long  before  the  Revolution.  Col. 
Josiah  Dwight,  son  of  Capt.  Henr}'  Dwight,  of  Hatfield,  and  husband 
of  Sarah  Pynchon  (daughter  of  Col.  William  Pynclion  and  Catharine 
Brewer),  was  a  man  of  note,  dying  in  Springfield  in  17G8.  He  was 
a  militia  officer,  a  Common  Pleas  judge,  and  merchant.  He  was  in- 
terested in  an  iron  foimdry,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  i)otash.     He 
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died  worth  some  S50,000.  His  brother,  Pxhnund  Dwight,  a  Halifax 
merchant  of  moderate  means,  sent  a  ten  years'  old  son  (]x)rn  at 
Boston)  to  the  colonel  at  Springfield  in  1753.  The  lad's  name  was 
Jonathan  ;  he  grew  up  in  his  uncle's  store,  succeeded  to  his  business, 
managed  his  estate,  and  perfected  the  foundation  on  which  the 
Dwight  family  in  Springfield  have  since  builded.  Jonathan  Dwight 
was  of  medium  size,  engaging  in  his  manners,  a  great  smoker,  a  fine 
business  man,  and  thoroughly  honorable,  upright,  and  church-going 
in  his  habits.  His  first  wife  was  Margaret  Ashley,  of  Westfield,  to 
whom,  as  with  the  case  of  many  other  successful  men,  was  due  an 
appreciable  portion  of  his  social  and  business  progress. 

We  refrain  from  being  led  into  a  sketch  of  this  interesting  and 
capable  family  of  the  Dwights,  so  many  representatives  of  which 
have  risen  to  such  substantial  importance  in  New  England.  The 
biographies  of  Capt.  Timothy  Dwight,  of  Northampton,  Capt.  Henry 
Dwight,  of  Hatfield,  Gen.  Joseph  Dwight,  of  Stock  bridge,  Pxlmund 
Dwight,  of  Boston,  and  President  Timotliy  Dwight,  of  Yale  College, 
have  all  been  well  written.  When  Merchant  Jonathan  Dwight  re- 
sumed business  during  the  Revolution,  his  dry  goods,  his  rock  salt, 
his  cherry  rum,  and  his  imported  stock  were  in  a  red  dwelling- 
house  fixed  over  as  store  on  tlie  north-east  corner  of  the  town  street 
and  the  Boston  road  (State  street).  Thus  there  grew  a  rivalry 
between  the  two  extremes  of  the  town  for  commercial  prestige.  At 
this  time  the  thirty-foot  causeway  still  bridged  the  marsh  ;  the  rear 
of  Dwight's  and  other  buildings  was  confronted  by  a  little  wilderness 
of  hassocks,  bushes,  springs,  and  stumps.  This  was  the  well-known 
•'  Hasseky  marish.'*  Mr.  Dwight  lived  opposite  his  store  on  the 
west  side  of  Main  street  in  a  conspicuous  white  house.  This  resi- 
dence was  moved  up  tlie  street  (Bridge)  some  years  later,  and  finally 
burned. 

Tlie  '^  Old  Red  House"  of  Jonathan  Dwight  lives  in  storied 
memory.  Here  used  to  gather  for  converse  and  to  smoke  and  to 
trade  people   of  all   classes  and  conditions.     This  red  building  was 
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removed  in  1799,  and  a  moiv  commodious  one  built.  The  old  store 
was  drawn  by  long  lines  of  oxen  up  Main  street  to  Mr.  Dwight's 
meadow  (Barnes's  lot),  an  event  which  greatly  impressed  the  schcx>l 
children  of  that  dav.  When  Jonathan's  son,  James  Scutt  Dwi<rht, 
grew  up  (Master  James  they  called  him),  he  was  taken  in  as  a 
partner.  This  was  alx)ut  1790.  At  the  time  of  the  building  of 
1799  the  firm  was  Jonathan  Dwight  &  Son.  Al>out  1804  Jonathan 
Dwight  withdrew  from  the  firm,  the  name  of  Henrv.  the  vounsfest 
son,  was  added,  and  the  finn  was  James  &  Henry  Dwight.  AlK)ut 
liH09  Ilenrv  remove<l  to  Utica,  N.Y.,  and  the  firm  of  J.  A:  E.  Dwiirht 
was  formed,  embracins:  James  Scutt,  Edmund  and  Jonathan  Dwiirht, 
Jr.,  and  this  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  James  in  1822.  Tlu- 
firm  had  distributing:  branches  at  Huntinirton,  Greenfield,  South 
Hadley  Falls,  Northampton,  and  AVestfield.  In  Novemln^r,  181;^, 
they  sent  J.  D.  Whitney,  of  Northampton,  to  England  duiing  the 
war  as  their  agent  to  purchase  goods,  to  l>e  ready  to  ship  on  a  return 
of  peace.  In  1815  they  opened  a  store  in  Boston  (Broad  street)  ; 
goods  to  a  large  amount  were  storeil  and  sold  there  and  tlistrilmtetl 
to  the  branches,  under  the  management  of  William  II.  and  J.  W. 
Dwight. 

One  cannot  dismiss  the  Dwight  corner  without  indulging  in  a  little 
antiquarian  dissipation.  At  that  old  comer  resided  the  spirit  of  the- 
ology, ix)litics,  and  business.  If  the  ideas  of  trade  wm*  progressiva 
and  full  of  faith  in  the  town,  the  religion  and  politics  wore  lx)th  of  a 
reactionary  nature  at  times ;  and  who  will  dispute  us  in  snyiug  that 
over  the  Dwicrht  counter  local  torvism  srraduallv  died  out  and  local 
Unitarianism  was  born? 

The  new  Dwight  building  was  of  Inick,  two  stories,  but  another 
storv  was  added  later.  On  the  south  side  of  the  causewav,  near  Main 
street,  a  large  watering-trough  blocked  up  the  street  somewhat,  esin*- 
ciallv  on  the  davs  when  the  farmers  drove  to  the  Dwight  corner  to 
tratle.  The  Luke  Bliss  residence,  on  the  corner,  near  this  wateriuir- 
trouirh,  was  an  ancient  two-storv  brown  house,  and   attached  thereto 
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was  a  wood-colored  building  facing  ^Fain  street.  Here  Jonathan  Bliss 
had  his  law  ottice,  and  it  luav  be  added  that  here  Oliver  B.  Morris 
followed  his  profession  :  still  later  it  resounded  to  the  shoemaker's 
hammer  of  Elijah  Blake.  In  a  room  on  the  first  story  Kalph  Snow, 
silversmith,  had  worked.  Col.  Thomas  Dwight,  Colonel  Worthington, 
John  Hooker,  and  Jonathan  Dwight  joined  forces  and  started  a  gin 
distillery  on  Main  street  (near  Cross  street)  in  1792,  there  being  a 
malt-house  in  the  meadow  in  the  rear.  This  was  subsequently  removed 
south  of  the  present  West  Central  street.  But  these  business  matters 
belong  more  properly  to  the  record  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  Dwight  store,  immediately  after  the  Revolution,  was  bv  no 
means  the  leading  mercantile  establishment.  Smith  <Jt  Sheldon  were 
doing  a  thriving  business  nearly  opposite  the  court-house  (alxnit  the 
site  of  the  Chicopee  bank) .  Their  st4X*k  ranged  from  broadcloths  to 
shoe  buckles,  and  from  crockery  and  firelocks  to  mm  and  French  candv.. 
They  took  flour,  beef,  ix)rk,  and  country'  produce  in  pay.  The  Smith 
of  this  finn  was  Col.  William  Smith,  his  residence  l>eing  farther  up 
the  street  (Main  and  Bridge).  Charles  Sheldon,  his  partner,  built  the 
Henry  Fuller  house  on  Elm  street.  Colonel  Smith  was  a  revolution- 
ary  officer.  His  residence  and  bam  were  built  b}-  Thomas  Hunt, 
of  Stockbridge,  Smith  securing  it  in  1787.  Sheldon  seems  to  have 
taken  the  business  finally,  while  Smith  set  up  for  himself  on  the 
east  side  of  the  street.  There  was  another  firm,  J.  M.  Burt  A:  Co., 
second  door  south  of  the  court-house  :  and  Harris  A:  Hunt  was  still 
another  firm  during  the  Revolution,  but  in  1784  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  and  Thomas  Hunt  set  up  for  himself,  first  d(X)r  north  of  the 
court-house.  He  was  an  imiK>rter  of  English  gomls,  like  all  of  his 
comj^etitors ;  but  probably  none  of  them  did  a  business  larger  than 
that  of  Justin  Ely,  of  West  Springfield,  which  at  that  time  had  a 
larger  iX)pulation  than  the  parent  town.  Women  often  crossed  over 
the  river  in  ordt-r  to  shop  at  Ely's  store.  One  of  Ely's  clerks,  Jona- 
than Hunt,  of  California,  who  man*ied  one  of  Dr.  Osgood's 
daughters,  is  still  living. 
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Hartford  merehauts  made  bids  for  Spriiiglield  trade  by  advertising 
locally  their  goods,  to  be  paid  in  ''  bills  of  exchauge,  loan  oHice  cer- 
tificates, Massachusetts  State  notes,  the  Honorable  Robert  Morris's 
notes,  bank  notes,  flour,  pork,  beef,  and  grain  of  all  sorts ; "  and 
Smith  &  Sheldon  answered  this  by  advertising  to  accept  for  goods  in 
addition  to  the  above  "consolidated  and  Depreciated  notes."  These 
certificates  were  the  quaitermaster's  certificates,  over  which  there  was 
much  trouble  (1783). 

Daniel  Lombard  ran  a  country  store  and  saddler's  shop  north  of 
the  court-house.  He  bought  the  present  Justin  Lombard  property 
of  Gideon  and  Daniel  Parsons  in  1784,  and  died  in  1795.  Joel 
Marble  kept  a  drug  store  in  1783,  one  door  south  of  the  court- 
house. In  his  store  was  a  counter  devoted  to  books  and  sundry 
small  articles,  and  he  received  in  lieu  of  money,  wheat,  rye, 
Indian  com,  and  beeswax.  Among  business  men  also  may  be  noted 
R.  Smith,  clockmaker,  south  of  the  court-house ;  Burden,  another 
clockmaker,  in  Ferry  Lane ;  John  Mun,  saddler ;  Alexander  Bliss, 
currier's  shop  ;  William  Warland,  chaise-maker,  near  the  Great  Ferry  ; 
Thomas  Sargeant,  watch  business  ;  and  so  on. 

Of  the  taverns  of  that  period  the  old  stand  of  Zenas  Parsons  is  the 
best  known.  The  elm  in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  present  Court 
square  stood  in  front  of  this  tavern,  there  being  just  room  for  the 
"  stage  waggon"  between  it  and  the  hotel  veranda.  There  were  ex- 
tensive barns  and  sheds  in  the  rear.  Here  auctions  were  frequently 
held,  and  on  training-day  young  men  often  tried  their  powers  of 
wrestling.  Over  the  shed  was  a  long  dance-hall,  much  used  by  the 
3'oung  people.  It  is  generally  believed  that  General  Washington  put 
up  at  this  tavern  either  when  he  passed  through  here  to  take  command 
at  Cambridge,  or  when  he  visited  the  armory  after  the  war.  At  any 
rate,  the  old  building  now  standing  at  the  west  end  of  Court  street  is 
a  reminder  of  the  tradition,  and  is  honored  by  this  generation  ac- 
cordingly. Back  of  the  tavern,  facing  on  Elm  street,  stood  the  first 
church. 
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The  old  place  kuowu  to  the  older  ix>rtiou  of  the  eonnmmity  as  the 
Dwight  homestead,  corner  of  State  and  Maple,  was  the  site  of  Capt. 
Charles  Coltoii's  tavern,  a  pre-revolutionarv  hostelry,  wliich  was  a 
|K)pular  resort.  The  barn  and  hoi'se-sheils  were  between  the  inn  and 
Maple  street. 

The  Worthington  projierty  (between  Bridge  and  Worthington 
streets,  and  from  Spring  street  to  the  river)  was  the  original  Jehu 
Burr  allotment,  and  passed  tlnx)ugh  Elizur  Ilolyoke  to  Lieut.  John 
Worthington,  who  died  in  1774,  and  in  turn  to  Lawyer  John  Worth- 
ington.    The  lieutenant  kept  a  hotel  for  many  yeai's  on  this  i)roperty. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Robert  Breck  brought  a  young  candidate  for  the 
first  parish  pulpit,  he  riding  from  Cambridge  on  hoi-seback.  He 
stoppeil  at  the  Five-Mile  house,  and  followed  a  bridle-patli  thi-ough 
the  woods  to  the  town.  He  passed  a  red  building  or  two  on  "•  Ortl- 
uance  hill,"  and  an  occasional  fann-house  on  State  street  must  have 
presented  a  somewhat  primeval  appeai-ance.  He  rode  over  the 
**  causeway,"  and  hitched  his  hoi*se  in  fix)nt  of  Jonathan  Dwight 's 
white  house.  This  was  Rev.  Bi'zaleel  Howanl,  of  revereil  meniorv. 
It  is  understooil  that  lie  used  to  sav  the  town  had  a  verv  ne<rlected 
appearance  —  buildings  out  of  repair,  the  place  showing  generally 
the  effects  of  jKJverty,  that  was  the  result  of  war.  Mr.  Howaixl  was 
ordained  in  1785. 

The  Hampshire  ••' Herald"  says,  that  on  Monday,  April  27,  Mr. 
Howard  was  onlained  bi»foiv  "  a  numerous,  grave,  and  attentive  audi- 
ence." Prayer  was  offere<l  by  Rev.  Joseph  Whitney,  of  Pomfret,  and 
a  discourse  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Timothy  Hillyard,  of  Cambridge, 
who  appears  to  have  visited  this  region  frecpieutly,  and  to  have  had 
manv  friends  here. 

Ebenezer  Stebbins,  who  lived  where  Emerv  Court  now  is,  was  an- 
other  innholder.  A  barn  in  the  rear  of  his  establishment  was  turned 
into  a  cartridge  factory  during  the  Revolution.  Just  before  the  war, 
Maj.  Joseph  Stebbins,  son  of  the  Joseph  Stebbins  who  Iniilt  a  house 
in  upper  Main  street  (Clinton),  built  a  tavern  al>out  <)i)p(>site  the  old 
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Morgan  road  (Carew).  This  old  hostelry  is  associated  with  the 
8hays*s  rebellion,  the  insurgents  using  it  as  their  head-quarters ; 
and  with  privateering  also,  the  cellar  being  the  rei>ositorY  of  booty 
secured  on  the  high  seas.  Joseph  and  Zebina  Stebbins  set  out  the 
trees  that  are  now  such  a  picturesque  feature  of  that  part  of  Main 
street. 

^lany  anecdotes  occasioned  by  depreciated  Continental  currency 
cling  to  nil  the  old  tavern  sites.  A  party  once  put  up  with  Zenas 
Parsons  after  learning  from  him  that  he  took  Continental  money. 
Their  surprise  was  unbounded  when  a  bill  of  several  hundred  dollars 
was  i)resented.  Tliev  asked  Parsons  if  he  had  not  told  him  that  he 
accepti'd  Continental  money,  and  he  replied  that  he  had,  and  "  ad — d 
lot  of  it  too."  Joseph  Stebbins  was  intrusted  with  a  large  amount  of 
this  money  by  an  army  paymaster,  and  it  was  held  in  safe-keeping 
until  it  was  not  worth  asking  for. 

Captain  Lamb  and  Capt.  John  INforgaii  were  also  innholders  in  this 
town  after  the  Revolution.  We  can  hardly  realize  the  full  place 
which  the  tavern  occupied  in  those  days. 

The  English  were  naturally  a  tavern-haunting  people.  The  tap- 
room was  comfortable,  informal,  and  conducive  to  the  interchange  of 
fact  and  opinion,  —  three  (pialifications  that  appealed  strongly  to  the 
Knglish.  The  life  in  America  led  to  a  freer  mental  activity,  and 
means  of  connnunication  were  limited. 

But  a  new  and  tremendous  agency  was  showing  itself,  —  journalism. 
There  was  a  paper  or  two  started  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  by  1745  newspapers  were  published  at  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Charleston,  and  elsewhere.  This  ready  means 
of  intercomuuinication  gave  a  wonderful  impetus  to  republicanism, 
and  contributed  to  the  breaking  up  of  tavern  life  as  it  originally 
existed. 

The  first  Springfield  paper  was  "'The  Massachusetts  (iazettci  and 
General  Advertiser,"  published  by  Babcock  &  Ilaswell  in  1782.  It 
was   a  dingy  affair,  containing  some  foreign  matter  and  very  little 
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local  infonnation,  but  was  open  to  free  discusjsion  uix)n  the  huiuU*e<l 
questions  that  self-government  had  grappled  with.  One  is  struck  with 
the  literary  qualit}'  and  wide  reading  of  the  men  who  wrote  connnu- 
nications  ''  to  the  printer."  The  average  editorial  of  the  countrA* 
weekly  of  to-day,  as  well  as  some  of  the  larger  papers,  does  not  exhihit 
a  fraction  of  the  quality,  logic,  and  incisive  force  that  characterized 
the  literature  of  the  "'  Gazette'*  and  its  immediate  successors.  The 
'^  Cxazette  "  printing-office  was  a  few  rods  south  of  the  couil-house, 
where  also  were  an  extensive  stock  of  books,  writing-paper,  maps, 
and  cartridge  papere,  to  be  exchanged  for  rags  and  country  i>roduce 
or  even  money.  They  published  in  1782  an  "  Astronomical  Kphe- 
meris,'*  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Springfield.  This  almanac 
was  prepared  by  Professor  Strong,  of  Yale.  This  and  (Goldsmith's 
"  Deserted  Village,"  with  other  books,  were  sold  by  the  several  ix):?t- 
riders  from  the  printing-otiice. 

These  post-riders  fonned  a  graphic  feature  of  the  day,  running,  as 
they  did,  from  the  '-Gazette  "  office  up  and  down  the  valley,  and  lx)th 
east  and  west.  Thev  were  in  straits  in  17.s2,  l>ecause  thev  were  com- 
pelled  to  pay  weekly  for  their  papers,  and  were  unable  to  secure  sul»- 
scription  money  from  their  customers  promptly.  One  post-rider, 
named  Kumreil,  covered  a  route  from  Northfield  to  Hartford.  The 
printers  themselves  were  often  in  tix)uble,  owing  to  the  arrears  of  the 
subscribers.  Here  is  one  advertisement  in  1782  :  "  Those  gentlemen 
who  engaged  to  pay  for  their  papers  in  gi*ain  are  once  more  earnestly 
requested  to  make  immediate  payment,  as  the  printers  are  in  much 
want  of  that  article."  Bal>cock  and  Has  well  published  a  number  of 
local  books,  among  them  two  sermons  by  Mr.  Breck,  one  delivered 
at  the  funeral  of  I)a\id  Parsons  and  one  at  the  ordination  of  I)a\id 
Parsons,  Jr.,  of  Amhei-st. 

Mr.  Babcock  —  his  name  was  Elisha  —  took  the  whole  pai>er  in 
1784,  but  before  the  year  closed  Brooks  &  Russell  were  the  publish- 
ers. The  pai>er  edited  itself.  It  was  soon  moved  to  the  Great  Ferry, 
its  name  changed  to  the  ''  Hampshii*e  Herald,''  and  the  proprietoi"s 
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were  Stebbins  &  Russell.  Their  store  was  enlarged  so  as  to  in- 
clude drugs,  hollow  ware,  and  West  India  goods. 

The  Great  Ferry  had  another  paper  in  1788,  the  ''  Herald"  having 
been  discontinued.  It  was  the  '^  Hampshire  Chronicle,"  published  by 
John  Russell,  then  Russell  &  Webster,  and  then  Weld  &  Thomas,  the 
latter  removing  the  establishment  opposite  the  court-house.  E.  W. 
Weld,  of  this  firm,  bought  the  ''  Chronicle"  in  1790,  and  soon  changed 
the  name  to  ' '  The  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  Chronicle. "  ' '  The  Federal 
Spy  "  was  started  in  1793  by  James  R.  Hutehins,  and  was  bought  by 
Francis  Stebbins  in  171)6,  and  so  passed  to  Timothy  Ashley  in  1799. 

Joseph  Williams,  who  was  military  store-keeper  at  the  arsenal, 
lived  on  tlio  Colton  place.  State  street,  which  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon 
secured  in  1781  after  a  lawsuit  with  Colton.  Williams  married 
Pynchon 's  daughter,  and  thus  secured  the  property,  which  was  sub- 
sequently bought  by  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.  Mrs.  Williams's  sister, 
Mrs.  Lyman,  wife  of  Congressman  Lyman,  owned  much  of  the 
proiHU'ty  on  both  sides  of  North  Main  street.  Samuel  Lyman  was  a 
Yale  graduate,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1786,  State  senator  in 
1790,  and  sat  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  congresses,  but  finally 
resigned  on  account  of  failing  health.  Captain  Emery  married  Mrs. 
Williams's  daughter,  and  built  on  the  west  side  a  house,  which  formed 
a  part  of  the  old  American  House,  and  later  the  Russell  House.  Dea- 
con Willis  ton  made  cocked  hats  in  Ferry  lane,  and  our  friend  Zebina 
Stebbins  enlarged  his  business  by  weaving  duck  and  linen  checks. 
Edward  Boylston,  wheelwright,  also  lived  on  the  lane.  Nathaniel 
Brewer,  son  of  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer,  who  lived  on  Ferry  lane,  was  a 
stone-cutter.  He  died  in  1796,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five. 
His  son,  Dr.  Chauncey  Brewer,  studied  with  Dr.  Charles  Pynchon 
after  graduating  at  Yale,  and  succeeded  to  Pynchon's  practice  aft<?r 
his  death.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Societv,  of  which  Dr.  Brewer  was  admitted  a  fellow  in 
178r>.  Nathaniel  Brewer's  mother  (wife  of  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer)  was 
a  daughter  of    Nathaniel  Chauncey,  son  of  Charles  Chauncey,  the 
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street),  the  log  jail  being  in  the  rear.  William  Coltou  kept  the 
tavern  until  the  early  part  of  the  present  century.  The  old  building 
is  now  on  Central  street  (between  Main  and  Maple).  Col.  Thomas 
Dwight,  the  son  of  Josiah,  lived  in  the  Dwight  residence  (Howard 
street)  ;  he  is  remembered  as  a  man  of  culture  and  dignity.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Worthington,  and  was  the  father-in- 
law  of  ^laj.  Charles  Howard.  Colonel  Dwight  was  a  federalist  of 
the  strictest  sort.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1778,  was  in 
the  Legislature  in  1794,  and  in  the  State  Senate  for  171)6  to  1803, 
when  he  was  elected  to  Congress.  Hut  there  was  too  much  Virginia 
politics  for  him  down  there,  and  he  declined  a  reelection. 

Margaret  street  is  named  after  AVidow  Margaret  Bliss,  mother  of 
Samuel  Hliss,  who  died  in  1720,  and  who  is  said  to  have  built  the 
Loring  house  in  South  Main  street.  Reuben  Bliss,  who  died  in  1806, 
at  an  advanced  age,  lived  on  the  east  side  of  lower  Main  street,  and 
had  as  a  neighbor  Capt.  Joseph  Ferre.  Joseph  Dwight  built  what 
was  subsequently  turned  into  the  United  States  Hotel,  and  he  kept  a 
distillery  just  south  of  it  (D.  A.  Bush's  place).  The  potash  and 
pearlash  works  of  J.  J.  Dwight  were  at  AVilbraham.  Charles 
Ferre  built  on  Maple  street  (Lombard  Dale's)  on  1661,  and  until 
about  this  time  (1783)  the  road  ran  along  the  ])row  of  the  hill  to  the 
dingle  (Runniirs  house).  Dr.  Charles  Brewer  live'd  on  Maple  street, 
and  the  road  was  sometimes  called  the  road  to  Charles  Brewer's ;  the 
prison  lot,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  nearer  the  road  to  Boston 
(Judge  Henry  Morris's  place).  Samuel  Babcock  owned  the  paper- 
mill  in  1786,  where  was  manufactured  newspaper,  writing,  cartridge, 
and  wrapping  paper. 

As  the  centurv  closed  we  find  these  men  in  business :  Daniel 
Lombard,  corner  ]Mee ting-House  lane,  dry  goods  and  gix>ceries ; 
William  Sheldon,  south  of  the  court-house,  dry  gooils  and  groceries ; 
Eleazer  AVilliams,  dry  goods  and  groceries;  Charles  Sheldon,  dry 
goods  and  groceries ;  John  Padley,  *' taylor  and  habit-maker,"  two 
doors  south  of  the  post-otlice ;   and  John   Lloyd,  leather-dresser. 
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Marcus  ^larble's  drug-store  was  op|)osite  the  court-house.  In 
1792  he  moved  to  the  present  site  of  H.  &  J.  Bi*ewer.  Over  Marl>le's 
store  was  a  vounsj  ladies' school  in  1793.  As  earlv  as  179U  James 
Byers  &  Co.  sold  iron  hollow -ware,  potash  kettles,  and  bought  old 
cast-iron. 

These  rambling  notes  have  been  made  in  utter  disregard  of  any 
order  of  time  or  situation.  We  have  gossipped  as  a  stranger  would 
have  done  who  dropi)ed  in  at  the  old  Dwight  store,  and  was  led  by 
curiosity  to  learn  of  the  village,  and  its  ways  and  walks. 

We  now  return  to  passhig  events.  The  selectmen  of  1779  were 
Ensign  Phineas  Chapin,  Capt.  Thomas  Stebbins,  Capt.  Daniel  Burt, 
William  Pynchon,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Williston.  In  17.S2,  when  the 
Eh'  riots  occurred,  Hancock  was  governor,  and  John  Bliss  one  of  the 
Hampshire  senators.  The  Fourth  of  July  of  that  year  was  celebrated 
in  Springfield  by  the  flying  of  the  Tnion  flag  at  the  "'Continental 
works  "  on  the  hill.  Thii'teen  guns  were  fired  at  noon,  and  fireworks 
in  the  evening.  These  early  patriotic  celebrations  were  accompanied 
by  bamjuets  and  speeches.  We  are  told  '•  the  gentlemen  of  the  town 
assembled,  and  partook  of  a  cold  collation  at  the  Continental  works 
on  the  hill,  when  a  number  of  patriotic  toasts  were  drank.''  In  ()c- 
tolx^r  18  of  that  year  thirteen  ''beautiful  rockets  "  were  sent  up  in 
memory  of  the  capture  of  Cornwallis.  There  was  a  dinner,  and  many 
toasts  were  drunk.  The  celebration  on  December  13,  1783,  over  the 
treaty  of  i^eace  was  the  occasion  for  a  reix^tition  of  these  features. 

Gov.  John  Hancock  and  Mrs  Hancock,  with  Madam  Jeff'erson, 
passed  through  the  town  in  1787,  which  nmst  have  challengeil  more 
of  the  circumstance  of  place  and  distinction.  In  December,  1782,  a 
number  of  American  prisoners  passed  through  Springfield  from 
Canada,  where  they  had  been  held  for  several  years.  There  were 
general  felicitations  and  recounting  of  exiXM'ieuces. 

We  find  a  change  in  1796,  when  Stephen  Pynchon  delivered  the 
Fourth  of  July  address,  which  was  followed  by  a  dinner.  A  place 
upon  the  hustings  for  the  American  eagle  to  spread  was  thus  well 
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laid  here.  The  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  town-meeting  were 
somewhat  marked  toward  the  close  of  the  century.  John  Hooker  ])e- 
came  moderator  in  1705,  and  the  selectmen  were  William  Pynchon, 
Jonathan  Dwight,  Keuben  Bliss,  Phineas  Chapin,  and  Thomas 
Dwight. 

In  those  early  days  the  floating  of  timber  down  the  river  was  quite 
a  business,  which  was  managed  very  much  as  the  common  fields  w^re. 
Men  secured  from  the  authorities  the  monopoly  of  this  trade.  Thus 
we  see  in  the  spring  of  1783  Timothy  Bush,  Moody  Freeman,  and 
♦John  P]ly  forbidding  persons  marketing  timber  without  a  license.  A 
possible  explanation  of  this  is  indicated  by  an  advertisement  in  the 
'^  ^lassachusetts  Gazette." 

Simon  Parkhurst  and  seven  others  assert  that  whereas  a  small 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  timber  trade  in  Connecticut  river, 
at  Landlord  Brewster's,  March  4,  1783,  chose  Dr.  Page,  Alexander 
Plumley,  and  Samuel  AVells  to  '*  collect  and  disj)0se  of  said  timber," 
they,    the   said   Parkhurst   et   (t/.,    forbid   said    committee  from    so 

doiuiiC- 

There  is  little  of  note  in  this  period  about  the  schools.  In  1795 
the  town  was  divided  into  nine  school  districts,  and  all  teachers  w^ere 
ordered  to  report  the  number  of  scholars.  An  English  school  was 
ordered  for  the  Centre,  to  accommodate  such  scholars  as  the  select- 
men thought  not  admissible  to  the  grammar  school.  The  total  schol- 
ars in  Springfield  proved  to  be  five  hundred  and  ninety-tliree.  The 
special  committee  on  schools,  in  view  of  this,  said  :  ''  It  therefore  is  a 
matter  of  no  small  consequence  that  the  liberal  pro\'ision  granted  for 
the  support  of  schools  should  be  so  appropriated  as  to  produce  the 
greatest  benefit." 

In  March,  1787,  after  the  collapse  of  the  Shays  rebellion.  Captain 
Stebbins  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  committee  to  hire  constables,  the 
bid  for  such  service  being  raised  from  £5  to  £15,  and  two  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax.  Ebenezer  Bliss  wa^  finally  secured 
as  one  of  the  constables,  and  Moses  Chapin  another,  the  latter  prob- 
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ably  for  the  Chicopee  part  of  the  town.  The  next  year  it  was  pn>- 
ixwed  to  put  the  office  of  constable  up  at  auction,  but  finally 
Ebenezer  Bliss  took  it  another  year,  and  William  Cliapin,  Jr.,  tcK>k 
the  place  of  Moses  Chapin. 

In  December,  17«8,  tliere  were  more  wairants  of  di.stn*ss  orderi'd 
against  constables,  although  things  were  in  a  better  condition  than 
before  the  insurgent  rel)ellion.  Tliere  was  a  brisk  Inisiness  done  in 
the  abatement  of  taxes  during  these  years,  and  the  feeling  was 
becoming  general  that  these  readjustments  were  tlie  lH?ginnings  of 
better  days.  No  less  than  fifty-three  such  tax  abatements  were 
ordered  in  17l»0.  Three  veai-s  later  the  office  of  collector  of  the  first 
parish  was  '•  sold  at  Vendue  to  the  lowest  bidder,"  and  Jonathan 
Dwight  secured  it  for  £10.  The  Chicopee  parish  was  given  to  Roswell 
Chapin  for  £;^  10*.  Dwight,  by  the  way,  was  a  selectman  and  town 
auditor. 

Samuel  Lyman  was  sent  up  to  the  General  Court  after  the  collapse 
of  the  Shavs  rebellion,  and  was  reelectt*d  next  vear.  William  Pvnchon 
was  chosen  as  delegate  to  the  famous  convention  in  January,  178s, 
at  Boston. 

There  was  a  general  casting  up  of  accounts  in  1780.  and  AVilliam 
Pvnchon's  books  were  found  to  stand  as  follows :  — 

The  town  of  Springfiehl  in  Account  with  Wm  Pynchon  Esq""  Treasurer 
Dr.      To  suntln'  ]>ayments  as  pr  Treasurers  account  from  ITsl 

to  this  time  :U  ."><;:    2:    5:  1 

To  moneys  outstanding  in  the  hands  of  the  Constables  viz  : 
Sam^'  Leonard  due  to  the  former  Treas*"  de  •  fur  the  n  ear 

m 

1774, 
Semuel  Stebbins  for  Moses  Harris  rates  in  I77ti 
1782     Alexander  Bliss 

Sam*^  Munn  on  Execution  2  9  (>  1 

do  on  note  11»  41u 

Ezra  Stebbins  by  mortgage 
Joseph  Chapin  by  do. 
CoUecte<l  of  do.  by  «Tohn  Morgan  on  Ex"  July  17s7 


.'>n:    4: 

r»: 

.'>'*:  l.'>: 

M: 

1 

4»;:  12: 

4: 

•> 

21:  14: 

4. 

1 

12>:  12: 

< : 

2 

.")7:  17: 

."►: 

>:    2: 

M: 
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1784     Luther  Hitchcock  0:    7:10:3 

Ebonezcr  Warrincr  28:    (»:    4: 

Jon»  Bcainont  <le''  in  the  hands  of  M  Chapin  7: 15  11 

1780     John  Coltcm  L  .T)  4:  10 

(loon  note     L     114     8  3(J  19     0 

Aaron  Morgan  by  mortgage  32:   0:    2: 2 

1787  John  Pynchon  L  33:  1 1:  4:  3 

do  bv  note               3:    5  30:  Ki:    4:3 

John  Frink  43:    0: 10  3 

1788  Ebenezer  Bliss  24:17:10:1 
Moses  ("liapin  22:    0:    0: 3 

178y     Ebenezer  Bliss  L  207:    3:  0:  2 

do  for  2  notes             5:  10: 3: 2  212:  14:    0: 2 

Wm  Chapin  33:    4:    0:3 

L430<):11:    3:3 

Cr. 

By  several  rates  as  p  Assess<»rs  Certificates  from  1781  to  178 — 

Inclusively  3303: 19:    0:  3 

By  monies  received  by  Treasurer  from  1871  to  this  time  532:  17:    2:3 
By  balance  due  to  the  former  treasurer  as  p""  Adjustment  Nov'"  27 

1780  141:17:    5:1 

\\\  three  notes  of  Sam"  Munn  19:    4:  10 

By  one  note  of  John  Cotton  1:14:    8: 

Bv  one  do  of  John  Pvnchon  3:    5:    0 

Bv  two  do  of  Ebenezer  Bliss  5:  10:    3 


4008:    8:    5:3 
Balance  due  town  treasr  238:    2:  10 


4:iO0:ll:    3:3 


111  17D2  the  Legislature  incor|)orate(l  a  coinpanv  to  build  locks  aud 
cauals  on  the  Connecticut  river,  John  Woitliington  heading  the  list 
of  stockholders.  Northampton  was  strongly  represented  on  the  list. 
Henjamin  Prescott,  of  Northampton,  engineer,  was  s(H)n  at  work  ou 
the  canal  at  South  Iladley.  The  engineering  difKeulties  were  not  in- 
signitii^ant,  considering  that  it  was  the  pioneer  project  of  caualing  in 
New  England.     Hut  the  scarcity  of  money  was  more  of  an  item  of 
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discouragemeut.  lu  17'J3  the  power  to  assess  the  stock  resulted  in 
a  complication,  which  ended  in  the  sending  of  an  agent  to  Holland 
and  the  securing  of  a  Dutch  loan.  The  company  was  divided  in 
1704,  the  Montague  falls  being  largely  under  the  control  of  North- 
ampton men,  though  Jonathan  Dwight  retained  an  interest  in  it. 
The  original  company  having  thus  the  lower  falls  in  hand  soon  built 
a  canal  in  the  rocks,  and  started  a  dam  to  raise  the  river  level  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  canal.  The  consequent  overflowing  of  the  North- 
ampton meadows  gave  rise  to  a  prosecution  of  tlie  company,  and  a 
portion  of  the  dam  was  toni  down,  —  all  but  the  oblique  section. 
The  Dutch  capitalists  retreated  from  the  enteq)rise  thoroughly 
frightened,  but  the  faith  of  the  local  projectors  enabled  them  to  tura 
a  comfortable  i)enny.  In  1802  they  were  authorized  to  raise  more 
money  by  means  of  a  lottery,  and  s(K>n  lK»gan  to  deei^eu  the  canal 
several  feet,  which  was  completed  in  1S05.  Thus  did  the  lauds  about 
the  falls,  granted  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  to 
John  INnchon, attain  an  imix)rtance  in  the  first  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  beyond  the  emoluments  of  the  fishing  business. 

Tlie  demoralization  attending  the  wars  was  plain  enough.  Burglary 
and  horse-stealino:,  from  17^7,  or  for  ten  vears,  was  verv  c<jnmiou 
here,  and,  of  course,  deserters  and  l»ounty-jumpers  had  their  way. 
In  1782  two  young  men  of  the  town — Gresliam  Brown,  Jr.,  and 
Elias  Swan  —  were  induced  to  enlist  at  AVorcester  under  falbc  names, 
in  order  to  secure  the  8^>0  bounty.  They  were  detected,  but  were  let 
off  with  a  published  card  full  of  humble  contrition,  and  the  pa^^nent 
of  S20  '•  smart  monev,**  to  l)e  used  for  advertisiu«c  ^^^  desertei*s. 
Capt.  Seth  Banister,  of  the  4th  Massachusetts  (Colonel  Shepard), 
was  recruiting-officer  stationed  at  Si)ringfield.  He  was  charged  at 
one  time  with  withholding  the  pay  of  recruits  in  order  to  keep  them 
from  deserting.  The  ground  for  this  was  the  ordering  of  only  a  part 
of  the  pay  of  recruits  in  certain  cases,  the  money  being  dei>osited 
with  the  soldier's  immeiliate  officer.  Troops  on  furlough  were  ordered 
to  assemble  in  Springfield,  June  10,  1783,  probably  to  Ije  paid  off  and 
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be  mustered  out.  Notice  was  given  a  year  later  that  the  commissioner's 
office  at  Springfield  was  soon  to  be  removed  from  Springfield,  and  all 
holding  certificates  from  commissaries,  quartermasters,  or  forage- 
masters,  for  services  performed  before  January  17,  1782,  to  present 
them  for  settlement.  During  that  year,  Maj.  J.  Williams,  with  sixty 
soldiers  from  West  Point,  reached  Springfield,  as  guard  to  the  maga- 
zine on  ''  Continental  hill." 

A  great  sensation  was  caused  in  May,  1782,  when  a  woman  enlisted 
in  Springfield,  as  Samuel  Smith,  dressed  as  a  man.  She  failed  to  get 
mustereil,  or  to  receive  the  860  bounty,  and  was  locked  up.  She  was 
discovered  by  the  "  want  of  a  beard  and  the  redundance  of  some 
other  matters."  William  Jones,  a  passer  of  counterfeit  State  certifi- 
cates, broke  jail  about  this  time,  and,  in  fact,  there  were  so  many 
crimes  against  property,  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  (1782)  a 
society  was  formed  for  the  pursuit  and  conviction  of  thieves  ;  but  this 
did  not  prevent  a  descent  upon  Zenas  Pai*sons  about  a  year  later, 
much  plate  and  other  valuables  being  secured. 

The  times  were  now  ripe  for  the  beginnings  of  those  activities 
which  we  may  terai  modern.  Still  another  age  was  approaching,  with 
change  in  dress,  change  in  religious  belief,  change  in  political  ideas, 
and  change  in  business  methods.  In  a  word,  the  day  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence  was  about  gone,  and  tlicrule  of  dollai-s  and  cents 
had  be<ruu 


CHAPTER   XVI. 

1800-1821. 

The  United  .States  Annon'.  —  Daviil  Ames.  —  Roswell  Lee.  —  "Toddv  Lane." — The 
Dwi^ht  Store  again.  —  Other  Buildings  of  Interest.  —  Incorporation  of  Hampden 
County.  —  Fight  over  the  Officios.  —  The  Embargo  Trouble^. — The  Hartford  Con- 
vention. —  The  Character  of  George  Bliss,  Fir^t. — Town  Act».  —  William  Ely.  — Town 
Officers  for  1808.  —  Bridges  over  the  Connecticut.  —  Visit  of  President  Monroe. — 
Population.  —  The  Springfield  Bank.  —  Springfield  Fraternities.  —  The  Old  Acatlemy . 
—  Samuel  Osgood.  —  Baptists  and  Methoitists. — Rev.  W.  B.  O.  Peaboily.  —  New 
Congregational  Meeting-Hou^e  and  Couil-House. 

When  the  proix)sal  to  establish  here  a  federal  arsenal  was  made, 
poblie  opiniou  was  divid€^d.  If  West  Sprmgfield  had  made  any  effort 
the  armory  would  probably  have  beeu  established  there  ;  but  the  ma- 
jority ou  the  west  side,  like  the  minority  here,  feared  the  moral  effect 
of  drawing  in  the  soldier  element,  which  would  make  up  the  bulk  of  the 
armorei's.  There  was  (juite  a  flutter  caused  in  1792  by  a  colony  of 
lalx)ivrs,  with  their  families,  who  settled  heiv ;  but  a  meeting  of  the 
8c»lectmen  and  sundry  visitations  of  the  two  town  consUiblet*,  with 
writs  of  warning  to  depart  in  fifteen  days,  restored  the  equilibrium. 
It  was  this  kind  of  invasion  that  the  community  feared. 

IJrookfield  and  Hartfoitl  had  both  been  thought  of  as  [)roiK*r  [)laces 
for  a  government  storehouse.  Stores  could  be  sent  down  the  rivf  r  from 
here,  but  the  town  could  not  be  reached  bv  a  hostile  flotilla.  A  n»- 
solve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  recommending  Massachusetts  to 
build  a  magazine  at  Hrookfield,  was  passed  as  early  as  December,  1 77ri ; 
but  bothGenenU  Knox  and  General  Washington  changed  their  niind:», 
and  six  months  later  the  Springfield  training-ground  had  been  selected. 
The  ground  was  first  leased  to  the  government,  and  the  pro[)er  deeds 
passed  in  17U5  and   18U1.     Land  was  Ixjught   for  the  lower  water- 
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shops  in  1793  and  1798.  The  date  associated  with  the  Springfield 
Armory  is  1 794,  when  Congress  passed  a  bill  establishing  a  United 
States  armory  here. 

The  appearance  of  the  hill  at  that  time  was  not  esiwcially  formi- 
dable in  a  military  sense.  There  was  a  jjowder  magazine  (Magazine 
street),  made  of  brick,  with  an  arched  roof  of  brick  about  three  feet 
thick.  This  magazine  was  blown  up  by  Major  Ingersoll  in  184C. 
Tliere  were  two  re<i  wooden  storehouses  built  in  1782,  and  there  were 
some  soldiers*  barracks,  and  an  old  dwelling-house,  where  John  Bryant, 
the  store-kee[>er,  lived.  Buildings  had  already  been  put  up  at  the 
lower  water-shops.  The  upper  water-shops  were  built  in  1809,  uix)n 
the  site  of  a  ix)wder-mill  tliat  had  exploiUnl  that  year.  This  made  it 
possible  to  abandon  handwork  for  water-iK)wer  in  forging,  boring,  and 
grinding. 

The  first  nmsket  was  made  by  the  United  States  here,  in  1 79'),  under 
David  Ames,  the  first  8Ui)erintendent,  and  Robert  (Jrr,  master  ar- 
morer. Forty  men  were  employed  at  first.  It  is  stated  that  the  first 
gun-lock  was  filed  by  Alexander  Cniwford,  after  a  struggle  of  three 
days,  Kichanl  Beebe  stocking  it  by  hand.  Among  the  first  armorei*s 
may  be  mentioned  Abijah  Hendricks,  Azariel  AVamer,  PHisha  Tobey, 
Jacob  Perkins,  Joseph  Hopkins,  Joseph  Lombard,  John  Stebbius 
(father  of  John  B.  Stebbins,  of  Crestvnt  Hill),  Jason  Mills,  Jonathan 
Warner,  Thomas  Dale,  and  Zenas  White.  The  armory  turned  out  two 
hundreil  and  fortv-five  muskets  the  first  vear,  less  than  one  for  each 
working  day ;  and  the  product  incix*ased  until  the  civil  war,  when  a 
daily  capacity  of  one  thousand  was  reacheil,  which  was  the  yearly 
capacity  at  the  o^x^uing  of  the  century.  Armorers  were  exempted 
from  jury  and  military  duty  after  1800. 

David  Ames  was  succeedeil  in  the  superinti'udency  of  the  ai'uiory 
by  Joseph  Morgan  in  1802,  and  after  him  came  Benjamin  Prescott 
(1805),  Henry  Lechler  (1813),  Benjamin  Prescott  (l>«ir>),  and  Lieut.- 
Col.  Roswell  Lee  (1815).  David  Ames  was  born  in  Springfield, 
and   beside  his   record  as  a  federal   ollicer  on   the  hill   stands   his 


SPRIXGFIELD.    1636-1886.  357 


notable  CMiterprise  of  paper  manufacturing.  It  was  lie  who  took  up 
the  loose  lines  of  this  industry,  and  develope<l  it  in  a  way  to  hold  the 
pa|)er  supremacy  of  the  county  here.  Benjamin  Prescott  built  the 
north  shops,  burned  in  1824,  a«  well  as  the  west  areenal.  It  was  due 
to  Prescott's  efforts  that  Walnut  street  was  opened  through  the  pine 
forest  then  standing.  The  title  to  the  main  part  of  Federal  square 
was  secured  from  the  town  in  1812.  Jedediah  Lord  kept  a  tavern  on 
the  south- w^est  corner  in  1809.  Prescott  was  more  of  a  mechanic  and 
man  of  business  than  an  executive  officer,  and  Colonel  Lee  found 
enougli  administrative  refonn  work  to  do.  Lee  was  a  six-footer, 
dignified  and  placid  in  demeanor.  Old  annorers  exhibited  great 
resjKHit  and  alTectiou  for  Colonel  I^e,  while  his  administration  was 
recognized  by  armory  experts  as  able  and  aggressive.  Lee  removed 
the  blockhouse  and  red  storehouses  to  the  ''  eastern  square,"  rebuilt 
the  north  shop  burned  in  1824,  and  put  up  the  east  arsenal  and  south 
shop,  as  well  as  the  middle  arsenal,  that  faces  Olivet  church.  Lee 
lived  on  the  site  of  the  present  large  arsenal. 

Once  or  twice  during  the  administration  of  Colonel  Lee  his  \igor 
carried  him  to  debatable  lenyrths.  It  was  a  source  of  anxietv  to  him 
that  tlie  armorers  spent  so  much  of  their  earnings  for  rum,  and  his 
zeal  in  checking  the  practice  precipitated  quite  a  scene  in  18 IG.  The 
old  To<ldy  road  to  Japhet  Chapin's  tavern  (Cabotville)  was  named 
for  obvious  reasons,  and  Ixh*  did  not  reduce  the  travel  along  this  route 
as  mattuially  as  he  had  hoped.  lie  discharged  two  workmen.  Noble 
and  Chart*»r,  who  were  found  wrestling  in  the  midst  of  a  ring  of 
annorers.  There  was  a  liberty  pole  in  the  centre  of  the  ground  that 
had  been  erected  by  the  subscription  of  the  workmen,  and  here  the 
friends  of  the  discharged  men  gathered  and  passed  around  the  bottles. 
*' If  we  can't  have  any  liberty,"  they  said,  ''we  won't  have  any 
liberty  pole,"  and  an  axe  was  laid  at  its  root.  Clerk  Wolcott,  then 
the  colonel  himself,  then  blaster  Armorer  Foot,  with  some  out-of- 
town  officials,  hastened  to  the  scene.  The  pole  was  savecl,  and  the 
little   *' rum  rebellion"  had  a  good  effect    all   round,  and  a  better 
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uuderstanding  prevailed.  Toddy  road  did  not  lose  ite  namo  for  some 
years,  however. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  present  century  the  D wights  liad 
spread  their  mercantile  relations  in  a  way  to  command  the  course  of 
trade  in  this  region,  and  to  their  enteiprise  is  due  an  im|>ortaut  part 
of  Springfield's  commercial  advancement  at  this  time.  *'  Tlie  Dwights 
rule  Springfield,"  remarked  a  solicitous  townsman  of  that  day.  The 
firm  adopted  the  practice  of  setting  up  their  clerks  in  business  in  the 
surrounding  towns,  but  retaining  an  interest  in  the  various  stores. 
They  established  a  store  at  Chester  Village,  with  William  Wade  as  man- 
ager ;  one  at  Northampton,  with  Josiah  D.  Whitney  as  manager ;  one 
in  Enfield,  Conn,  (including  a  gin  distillery,  in  wliich  John  Cooley,  of 
Longmeadow,  and  others  were  interested),  ^vith  James  Brewer  a-s 
manager ;  and  a  store,  grist  and  saw  mills  at  South  Iladley  Canal,  with 
Josiah  Bardwell  as  manager.  In  181;)  the  Boston  branch  bore  the 
firm  name  of  William  II.  &  J.  W.  Dwight.  William  II.  Dwight  was 
lost  in  the  wreck  of  the  ''Albion,**  in  May,  1822,  on  his  way  to 
P^nglaud,  and  Edmund  Dwight  settled  iwniianently  at  Boston. 

J.  and  E.  Dwight  owned  several  coasting  vessels  Ix'tween  Hartford 
and  Boston  and  New  York,  and  were  interested  ^ith  John  C(x>lev  <fe 
Co.  in  a  line  of  boats  between  Hartfonl  and  Springfield.  The 
Dwights  were  also  interested  in  bankmg  business  in  Spring^eld, 
Greenfield,  Geneva,  Cleveland,  and  Detroit. 

The  firm  of  Day,  Brewer,  &  Dwight  commenced  business  at  the 
corner  store  in  1822,  after  the  death  of  James  Scutt  Dwight,  and  was 
composed  of  Benjamin  Day,  James  Brewer,  and  James  Sanford 
Dwight,  with  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  and  Eiimund  Dwight  as  silent 
partners.  In  1825  Mr.  Day  moved  to  Geneva,  and  the  firm  was  then 
Dwight,  Brewer,  &  Dwight,  composed  of  J.  S.  Dwight,  James 
Brewer,  and  Henry  Dwight,  the  younger.  Subse(iuently  Mr.  Brewer 
retired,  and  the  remaining  paitners  continued  under  the  name  of 
J.  &  H.  Dwight.  Mr.  Day  rejoined  the  firm,  which  was  then  Day  & 
Dwight.     Mr.    Day  and   Henry   Dwight   sold   out   to  James,    who 
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assumed  the  business,  find  on  his  death,  in  Italy,  the  corner  store  was 
closed  forever. 

The  front  corner  room  of  the  second  story  of  the  brick  store  was 
occupied  as  a  law  office,  successively  by  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  John 
Howard,  William  B.  Calhoun,  George  Bliss,  Jr.,  William  Dwight, 
Kichard  Bliss,  and  Henry  Vose.  Here,  also,  the  Springfield  Fire 
Insurance  Company  was  organized. 

The  building  adjoining  the  corner  store  on  the  north  was  deeded 
by  William  Col  ton  to  *'  Simeon  Ashley,  trader ;  **  and  on  the  death  of 
Ashley,  his  heirs  in  1801  conveyed  it  to  Jonathan  Dwight,  the  elder, 
and  James  Scutt  Dwight.  The  school-ground  was  directly  east,  in 
the  rear.  A  few  doors  north  of  the  old  Dwight  store  was  a  building 
also  owned  by  Mr.  Dwight,  and  occupied  at  one  time  by  James  Byers 
as  a  post-office  and  a  commissary  for  supplies  to  government  troops  and 
armorers  on  the  hill.     It  was  afterwards  rented  to  Sterns  &  Edwards. 

George  Bliss,  grandson  of  Moses  Bliss,  said  in  1866  :  — 

The  land  oanterly  of  the  stores  on  Main  street,  and  as  far  north  as  the  alley 
leading  east  by  Kirkham's  store,  was  the  old  school-ground,  the  title  of  which  waa 
in  the  First  Parish.  It  extende<l  some  8  or  10  feet  easterly  of  the  present  old 
Town  Hall.  In  my  boyhood  an  old  dilapidated  two-story  brick  school-house 
stood  near  the  north  line  of  the  school-ground,  with  the  play-ground  about  80  or 
100  feet  wide  between  the  school-house  and  the  causeway.  On  the  front  of  this 
ground  and  adjoining  the  causeway  stood  an  ol<l  engine-house,  and  the  gun- 
house  for  the  two  artillery  cannon.  At  a  pretty  early  date  the  old  brick  school- 
house  was  taken  down,  and  a  one-story  wooden  building  erected  with  two  rooms. 
This  was  burned  down  and  a  two-story  brick  house  built  in  its  stead.  About 
I82()  these  schools  were  discontinued,  and  tlie  front  |)art  of  the  lot  wai*  sold  to 
the  town  for  a  Town  Hall,  and  the  residue  to  private  parties,  Market  street  being 
laid  out  between  State  and  Sandfonl  streets.  The  part  of  the  school-ground 
west  of  Market  street  was  sold  to  the  owners  of  tlie  ailjacent  stores.  There  is 
no  building  now  standing  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  between  the  Dwight 
corner  and  Ferry  street,  which  was  standing  in  1709,  when  the  Dwight  corner 
store  was  l)uilt.  Tlie  building  now  on  the  north  corner  of  Ferry  street  was 
then  occupied  by  Zebina  and  Thomas  Stebbins,  who  did  a  small  business.  In  1800 
there  were  but  few  stores  in  town  besides  the  Dwights*.     James  Byers  may  have 
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had  a  small  trade  in  connection  with  the  post-office  and  commissary,  with  Sol- 
omon Hatch,  aa  clerks  in  the  Edwards  store.  Col.  William  Smith  then  traded  in 
a  store,  with  Francis  Sexton  as  clerk,  where  Sanderson  now  is :  Justin  Lom- 
bard, where  Swetland's  confectionery  store  now  is.  The  access  to  it  was  by  a 
plank  bridge  over  the  town  brook,  with  two  or  three  steps  down  to  the  store 
floor.  Dr.  William  Sheldon  had  a  druggist's  store,  kept  by  Dr.  Klam  Bliss, 
where  H.  &  J.  Brewer  now  are.  I  believe  Daniel  Lombanl  kept  a  small  stock 
of  goods  on  the  corner  where  the  Chicopee  Bank  now  is.  Mr.  Lombanl  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Byers  as  postmaster,  and  kept  the  office  in  a  small  counting-room 
about  6  by  8  feet  square,  in  which  he  opened  all  the  mails  and  delivered 
letters.  Ebenezer  Tucker  had  a  bakery  about  where  Clark  &  Eldredge's  auction 
store  is,  and  he  may  have  kept  a  few  groceries.  In  my  early  days  it  was  a  beer 
store,  and  reputetl  a  groggery.  There  was  in  18CH)  no  store  east  or  south  of  the 
Dwight  corner,  on  either  side  of  Main  or  State  streets. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Bliss  was  a  Springfield  man  of  great  imix)itanee. 
He  was  a  lad  of  eleven  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolution.  ''  Master 
George/'  as  he  was  called,  had  both  plelx'ian  and  aristocratic  blood 
m  his  veins.  His  great-great-grandmother  was  ^lary  Pynchou,  a 
daughter  of  the  ''  Worshipful  Major,"  and  his  grandfather  was  the 
well-known  "  Jeddy''  Bliss,  the  Springfield  tanner,  heir  to  a  line  of 
tanners.  Young  Bliss  was  a  junior  at  Yale  when  the  last  British 
soldier  left  these  shores,  and  every  circumstance  of  his  bringing  up 
was  an  appeal  to  patriotic  and  useful  endeavor.  Five  years  after  his 
graduation  he  married  Hannah  Clark,  whose  grandmother  was  a  sister 
of  Jonathan  Fxlwards.  His  habit  of  close  application,  and  his  fond- 
ness for  the  intricacies  of  common-law  special  pleadings,  brought  him 
rapidly  to  the  front  upon  his  admission  to  the  bar.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  Hampshire  bar,  and  when  Hamp<len  county  was  formed 
he  was,  of  course,  entitled  to  practice  by  virtue  of  liis  position. 

Mr.  Bliss's  name  is  associated  with  the  legal  troubles  that  accom- 
panied the  setting  off  of  the  lower  part  of  Hampshire  as  a  separate 
county  in  1812.  The  act  of  incorporation  decreed  that  the  new 
county  of  Hampden  should  come  into  existence  August  1,  l.sr2,and 
Gov.  Elbridge  Gerry  and   his  democratic  supi)orters  were   in  otiice. 
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The  state  elections  were  then  held  in  April.  The  excitement  through- 
out the  State  at  the  spring  elections  of  1812  was  intense.  In  spite  of 
everything,  the  federalist  i)eace  ciy  was  sweeping  the  State.  "VNTiile  in 
this  conservative  town  Gerry  ix)lled  two  hundred  and  fifty  votes  and 
Caleb  Strong,  of  Northampton,  two  hundred  and  thirty- three,  the  lat- 
ter was  elected,  and  the  resistance  to  the  war  measures  against  Great 
Britain  was  at  once  begun.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  thing 
for  Governor  Gerry  to  have  done  was  to  refuse  to  meddle  with  the 
offices  that  were  to  come  into  existence  in  the  August  following  by 
the  incorporating  act  of  Hampden  county.  But  patronage  then,  as 
now,  had  its  charms,  and  under  great  provocation  he  was  induced,  on 
May  20,  to  appoint  Samuel  Fowler,  of  Westfield,  democrat,  probate 
judge  of  the  prospective  county,  and  three  days  later  he  made  Jona- 
than Smith,  Jr.,  of  Westfield,  another  democrat,  high  sheriff. 

This  greatly  iiTitated  the  federalists,  and  they  attempted  to  throw 
out  of  court  one  of  the  first  cases  in  which  Smith's  deputy  served  a 
warrant.  The  suit  was  F^owler  vs,  Beebe,  George  Bliss  appearing  for 
the  defendants.  He  argued  that  at  the  time  of  Smith's  commission 
as  sheriff  no  such  office  existed.  It  was  possible  that  such  an  office 
would  exist  in  the  autumn  of  the  year,  and  that  Smith  would  be  a 
proper  person  to  fill  such  a  possible  office.  "  This  last,  however," 
added  ^Ir.  Bliss,  with  emphasis  made  cutting  by  political  bias,  "  in 
the  opinion  of  many,  is  a.  2)otentia  remotissima.''  Mr.  Bliss  then  con- 
tinued :  '*  This  appointment  is  also  void,  as  it  is  a  flagrant  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  and  authorities  of  the  succeeding  executive  officers 
of  the  government  who  were  in  a  few  days  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  their  appointment,  and  would  be  in  the  exercise  of  their  offices 
more  than  two  months  before  the  county  of  Hampden  would  com- 
mence its  existence.  If  an  api)ointment  had  been  ever  so  neces- 
sary or  convenient  before  the  operation  of  the  act,  there  can  be  no 
pretence  that  such  necessity  or  convenience  existed  on  the  23d  of 
^lay.  But  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  argument  from  the  inconven- 
ience of  a  countv  beinir  without  officers  that  the  consideration  of  that 
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subject  bt»longed  to  the  Legislature.  They  might  have  pro\ide<l  for 
the  case.  Not  ha\'ing  thought  proper  to  do  it,  the  executive  had  no 
authority  to  substitute  itself  ;  uor  will  it  Ik*  exi)ected  of  the  judiciary 
to  sup|K)rt  and  countenance  such  an  usurpation,  even  if  similar  ones 
may  have  been  practised.*'  Judge  Parsons  decided  that,  however  it 
might  be  determined  as  to  the  question  whether  Smith  was  sheriflf  de 
jnre^  he  was  sheriff  de  facto^  and  the  plea  in  abatement  was  accord- 
ingly overruled. 

The  federalists  returned  to  the  contest  at  the  April  term  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  held  at  Northampton  in  18l;5,  by  assailing 
Samuel  Fowler's  commission  as  probate  judge  by  (jno  warranto  pro- 
ceeilings.  Mr.  Bliss  and  Eli  P.  Ashmun  were  pitted  against  each  other, 
Mr.  Bliss  taking  the  place  of  the  solicitor-general,  who  was  absent. 
In  reply  to  many  citations  of  precedents,  ^Ir.  I^liss  said  :  ^'  It  is, 
however,  to  be  hojx^d  that  executive  precedents  are  not  all  of  them  to 
be  established  by  law.  If  they  should  be,  our  government  would  be 
emphatically  a  government  of  men,  and  not  of  laws.  One  governor 
divides,  and  another  unites,  the  militia.  One  orders  detachments  from 
it,  and  another  declares  the  measure  unconstitutional.  One  waits 
until  there  is  an  ollice  before  an  officer  is  appointed,  and  another 
makes  appointments  before  the  law  has  civated  an  office."  This 
time,  to  the  unl)ounded  delight  of  a  majority  of  the  county,  the  fed- 
eralists won ;  all  of  the  Gerry  apix)intments  fell  to  the  ground. 
When  Hamixlen  county  was  formed,  the  practising  attorneys  included 
George  Bliss,  William  Ely,  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  Oliver  B.  Morris, 
Samuel  Orne,  and  Edmund  Bliss.  Mr.  Morris  became  county  attor- 
ney, Fklward  Pynchon  register  of  deeds,  and  John  Ingersoll,  of 
Westfield,  clerk  of  the  courts.  In  1813  John  Hooker  was  made  judge 
of  probate,  and  Oliver  B.  Morris  register  of  probate.  Edward  Pyn- 
chon was  the  fii*st  county  treasurer,  and  held  the  office,  as  well  as  that 
of  register  of  deeds,  for  eighteen  years. 

We  find  that  as  early  as  1808  embargo  troubles  and  danger  of  war 
with  England  had  set  the  town-meeting  discussing  high  matters  of 
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8tatt\  A  memorial  to  Congress  was  proposed  in  April.  This  me- 
morial was  adopted  in  September.  In  mid-winter  (1809)  the  embargo 
was  denounced  as  *'  disgraceful  in  its  origin,  oppressive  in  its  opera- 
tion, destructive  in  its  consequences,  and  fatal  to  the  Interest  and 
honour  of  our  Country  ;  '*  the  act  of  Congress  gixang  the  President 
power  to  enforce  the  embargo  is  called  a  violation  of  civil  liberty,  as 
it  '*  prostrates  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  at  the  foot  of  the  Federal 
executive  ;  "  and  finally  the  town  looked  with  distrust  at  the  massing 
of  troops  b}^  the  United  Statics.  On  March  12,  1812,  the  town-meet- 
ing gathered  in  the  town-house,  but  adjourned  to  the  meeting-house 
in  the  afternoon.  The  old  selectmen,  Thomas  Dwight,  George  Bliss, 
John  Hooker,  and  Lieut.  George  Hlake,  retired,  after  many  years' 
faithful  service,  and  new  men  were  called  to  the  front.  Tlie}^  were 
Joshua  Frost,  Judah  Chapin,  and  Lieut.  Kleazer  Wright.  It  was  not 
until  three  weeks  had  passed  that  the  matter  was  settled  by  the 
addition  of  Edward  Pynchon,  Jonas  Coolidge,  Daniel  Lombard, 
Phineas  Chapin,  and  Asher  Bartlett  to  the  select  board.  Closes 
Chapin,  of  the  old  board,  was  reelecU'd.  The  representatives  for 
1812  were  William  Sheldon,  Moses  Chapin,  and  Edmund  Dwight. 

In  July,  1812,  the  town  protested  against  war,  Chauncey  Brewer 
being  in  the  chair.  The  government  was  declared  a  "  trust  for  the 
good  of  the  people,"  and  public  officers  "  the  Agents  of  the  People 
and  at  all  times  accountable  to  them."  The  war  was  called  a  ''war 
of  aggression  and  conquest,  and  when  viewed  in  connection  with  our 
relations  to  France  as  threatening  the  extinction  of  the  Liberties  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States."  It  was  also  ''  Resolved,  that  we 
hold  in  utter  abhorrence  an  Alliance  with  France,  the  destroyer  of  all 
Republics  and  the  connnon  Enemy  of  every  free  and  independent 
state."  A  regretful  glance  was  cast  back  to  ''that  high  ground  of 
real  and  impartial  neutrality"  in  the  "days  of  Washington,  when 
Peace  with  all  Nations  and  entangling  Alliance  with  none  was  the 
motto." 

Wc?  find,  also,  that  Springfield  considered  that  the  State  militia  was 
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not  bound  to  march  in  obedience  to  any  authority  outside  tlie  State, 
nor  could  it  be  sent  bv  the  State  outside  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  George  Bliss  headed  the  committee  which  drew  up  this  peti- 
tion to  the  President.  In  ^lay,  1813,  the  representatives  were 
directed  to  use  their  influence  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  peace,  as 
the  "  people  of  the  Commercial  States  liave  no  Interest  in  contending 
for  the  principle  that  our  Flag  shall  protect  British  subjects  to  the 
exclusion  and  injury  of  our  native  seamen." 

Springfield  thus  had  thrown  her  lot  against  the  war  party,  and 
when  Gov.  Caleb  Strong  and  the  Legislature  were  looking  over  the 
field  of  western  Massachusetts  for  the  best  men  to  represent  this 
section  at  the  famous  Hartford  convention,  George  Bliss,  of  Spring- 
field, was  immediately  selected.  The  record  of  the  Blisses  ui>on  this 
question  was  all  tliat  a  federalist  governor  could  have  wished.  In 
August,  1814,  when  a  British  fleet  was  discovered  off  the  New  England 
coast,  and  a  call  for  troops  had  immediately  followed,  (ien.  Jacob 
Bliss,  of  Springfield,  started  with  the  old  Hampshire  militia  brigade, 
having  i\\K>n  his  staff  Master  George's  son  George,  who  served  with 
the  rank  of  captain.  Governor  Strong  and  Lawyer  Bliss  had  bi*en 
often  pitted  against  each  other  at  the  liar,  and  thi'y  were  both,  of 
coui*se,  stalwart  federalists. 

AVe  have  not  to  do  here  with  the  proceedings  of  the  secret  conven- 
tion held  in  the  council  chamber  of  tiie  State-house  at  Hartford  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1814.  AVe  know  that  '^  Master  "  (ieorge's  >on, 
having  returned  from  Boston  with  tiie  troops,  drove  iiis  father  from 
Springfield  down  to  Hartford  in  a  chaise  to  that  convention.  Mr. 
Bliss  served  upon  several  important  committees,  and  in  a  volume 
printed  some  years  later  by  Theodore  Dwight,  secretary  of  tiie  con- 
vention, the  author  took  occasion  to  refer  to  George  Bliss  as  a  lawyer 
of  extensive  learning  and  ''  most  unshaken  independence,  both  of 
principle  and  conduct."  He  also  said:  *"  Xo  man  ever  passed 
through  life  with  a  fairer  reputation  for  integrity,  or  in  a  more  entire 
possession  of  the  confidence  of  the  comnmnity  in  which  he  resided." 
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Springfield  was  not  such  ii  terrible  sutferer  as  in  the  Shays*s  re- 
bellion times.  Money  was  light,  business  unsettled,  and  anxiety 
great.  In  181 G  the  town  appropriations  were:  Highways  and 
bridges,  §550;  \k>o\\  $1,250;  schools,  S750 ;  contingencies,  etc., 
SI, 81 9.     The  town  had  to  borrow  $1,000  to  meet  its  floating  debt. 

We  can  linger  a  moment  over  the  career  of  George  Bliss,  who,  in 
these  struggles,  had  shown  a  devotion  to  self-government  which  his 
father  and  John  Worthington  in  the  i)revious  generation  had  shown 
for  their  tory  i)rinciples.  Mr.  Bliss's  knowledge  of  the  law  was  most 
profound,  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  conducted  the  studies  of  young 
men  and  engtiged  in  examhiations  for  their  benefit  might  easily  have 
led  to  the  establishment  of  a  law  school  in  Springfield,  if  there  had 
been  a  college  to  which  it  could  be  attached.  Indeed,  he  did  prepare 
a  course  of  lectures,  and  had  quite  a  law  class  started  here.  He  was 
considered  a  great  oracle  on  all  knotty  (questions.  When  once  a 
young  lawyer  came  to  him  for  counsel  he  said,  with  mingled  annoy- 
ance and  pride  (for  hi^  fully  understood  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  fame)  :  ''  That  is  just  the  way  !  If  a  lawyer  has  got  a 
complicated  case  that  nobody  can  understand,  then  it  is  all  '  Master 
(George  I  *  '  blaster  George  ! '  But  if  it  is  a  plain  matter,  then  off  he 
goes  to  Oliver,  or  George,  or  Willard.*'  William  G.  Bates  used  to  tell 
a  capital  story  as  to  Mr.  Bliss's  penchant  for  severe  technicalities. 
Bliss  had  entered  a  successful  plea  in  abatement  over  a  slight  inac- 
curacy in  terms,  and  the  opposing  lawyer,  when  subsequently  reading 
a  writ,  confounded  the  court  with  the  words  :  '*  For  that  the  said  de- 
fendant, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ — " 
"  What  is  the  occasion  of  that  profanity?"  asked  the  judge.  "  Why, 
I  thought  that  if  I  did  not  allege  what  Lord  it  was,  my  cousin 
( Jeorge  would  plead  in  abatement !  " 

The  mastery  of  technicalities  of  the  law,  for  which  Mr.  Bliss  was 
noted,  caused  him  to  look  with  suspicion  uix)n  the  tendency  of  younger 
lawyers  for  simpler  modes  of  practice.  When  special  pleading  was 
being  pushed  aside,  he  said  that  he  would  not  favor  its  revival ;  but  he 
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lidded  :  "  The  tendency  of  our  prtvctice  in  iH^nnitting  every  deviation 
from  ostablislied  forms  to  pass  unnoticed  is  to  introduce  unceitainty 
and  confusion  into  our  judicial  proceedings.  It  cannot  fail  to  induce 
a  habit  of  carelessness  and  indiflPerence,  and  eventually  great  ignorance 
of  correct  practice." 

The  demands  of  public  and  [n'ofessional  life,  and  a  succession  of 
three  wives,  increased  the  austerities  of  family  discipline.  Bliss  was 
a  thorough  orthodox  Congregationalist.  Strong  Master  Geoi*ge  of 
the  law  was  the  stern  Deacon  Bliss  of  the  First  Church.  George 
Bliss,  the  son,  in  an  unpublished  account  of  his  own  life,  draws  the 
following  interesting  picture  of  his  eai'ly  training:  "  I  attended  the 
common  district  school  kept  by  a  female  until  eight  yeai-s  old  (1801), 
and  then  was  transferred  to  the  school  kept  by  a  man.  Out  of  school 
I  wandered  about  the  streets  or  engaged  in  play  with  every  lx)y  I 
could  find.  My  father  when  at  home  was  very  rigid  in  his  family 
government  and  discipline,  controlling  me  more  by  fear  than  by  aflPee- 
tion,  as  was  the  wont  in  those  days.      .      .  Afterward  I  was  sent 

to  the  district  school,  and  my  most  ardent  recollections  thei-e  are  of 
the  master's  ferule  or  rod,  with  which  I  made  close  acquaintiinee 
almost  daily.  I  do  not  recollect  that  anyl)ody  at  home  incpiired  about 
my  proficiency  at  school  or  aided  iu  my  instructiou,  except  occasion- 
ally an  examination  into  my  ability  to  repeat  the  assembly's  catechism, 
which  in  those  days  was  taught  us  by  Rev.  Bezaleel  Howard."  A 
member  of  the  family  of  the  present  day  says  that  he  has  the  impres- 
sion from  the  family  tradition  that  Master  (ieorge  was  ^*'  cold,  learned^ 
dry,  just,  hard,  unlovable  ;  but  even  this  is  only  an  impression,  and 
may  do  him  injustice."  But  it  need  not  be  to  his  prejudice,  we  may 
n»mark,  if  one  remembers  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

George  Bliss  lived  at  a  time  when  his  profession,  and  in  fact  society 
at  large,  was  undergoing  a  change.  He  saw  and  recognized  its  force, 
but  he  still  lived  in  i>erpetual  protest  to  many  innovations.  He 
grieved  to  see  a  favorite  son  of  his  join  the  Unitarian  church,  and  he 
looked  with  solicitude  at  the  number  of  young  men  admitted  to  the 
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bar  who  were  strangers  to  the  staid  traditions  of  the  profession.  We 
talk  nowadays  of  our  rapid  progress ;  but  the  revolutions  in  society 
in  New  England  from  1700  to  177f),or  during  George  Bliss's  lifetime 
(17G4-1830),  were  more  marked,  all  things  considered,  than  anything 
we  have  since  witnessed.  Mr.  Rliss  had  heard  his  father  deliver  a 
plea  dressed  in  a  gown,  wig,  silk  stockings,  shining  shoe-buckles,  and 
he  lived  to  see  his  son  confront  a  bench  of  judges  in  a  gray 
business  suit. 

The  town  acts  were  uniniix)rtant  during  this  period.  Measures 
were  taken  in  1800  to  dispose  of  the  ministry  and  scliool  lands  still  in 
its  possession  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  The  money  realized 
therefrom  was  devoted  to  a  poor-house,  which  was  the  building  occu- 
pied then  by  Ebenezer  Hitciicock,  being  a  part  of  the  Worthington 
estate.  It  was  secured  for  $()(><>.  All  '' Idle  or  Strolling  Negroes  " 
were  subsequently  sent  to  the  work  house,  and  the  expenses  for  the 
poor  show  that  tiiis  institution  was  not  a  lonely  and  vacant  place. 
The  First  Parish  in  IHOG  sold  the  old  ministry  lot,  which  had  been 
occupied  for  that  purpose  since  tlie  days  of  Rev.  (George  Moxon. 

The  distillery  was  partly  burned  out  in  1808,  and  the  town  al)ated 
a  portion  of  its  taxes.  Tiie  last  appearance  of  ix)unds,  shillings,  and 
pence  in  the  town  records  is  November,  179;").  In  180()  the  tax  rate 
vottnl  was  *'  two  thousand  and  ninety-eight  Dollars  twenty-five  cents 
and  four  mills."  In  1814  the  practice  of  voting  the  annual  appro- 
priations in  November  was  abandoned,  and  from  this  time  on,  for 
many  years,  l)oth  the  election  of  oMIcers  and  tlie  financial  concerns  of 
the  town  were  attended  to  in  the  spring.  The  Baptists  wanted  to 
hold  meetings  in  tlie  town-house  in  1809,  but  were  refused.  The 
time  for  a  broader  religious  toleration  was  fast  coming,  however.  Prej- 
udicjes  were  being  pushed  to  the  wall  by  a  national  process  of  devel- 
opment. In  medicine  we  see  a  marked  ciiange.  ''  Inoculation  of 
tlie  Kine  ix)ck,"  for  example,  was  now  regularly  practised,  under  the 
super\ision  of  a  town  committee. 

The  appearance  of  the  village  had  improved  since  the  shabby  post- 
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revolutionary  days.  In  1800  the  town  brook,  whicli  was  also  known 
as  Garden  brook,  had  bi^come  filled  up  with  rubbish.  This  over- 
flowed the  meadows  to  the  east,  and  caused  sickness.  The  be<l  of 
the  stream  was  accordingly  deepened.  There  was  a  raised  sidewalk 
in  1810  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  running  from  the  gate  which 
still  led  into  the  '*  plain  field  "  to  Zebina  Stebbins's  place,  and  from 
Samuel  Lyman's  place,  then  deceased,  on  the  opposite  comer,  to  the 
''  Bridge  lane,"  from  the  lane  to  Meeting-house  lane,  and  from 
Meeting-house  lane  to  the  home  lot  of  Samuel  Burt,  deceased. 
There  was  also  a  sidewalk  on  the  soutli  side  of  Meeting-house 
lane. 

Among  the  new  men  that  had  come  to  the  front  was  AYilliam  Ely, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  lived  on  Main  street,  just  south  of  the  old 
jail  tavern.  Thus,  in  1804  the  representative  vote  stood  :  William 
Ely,  59  ;  William  Smith,  13 ;  George  Bliss,  8 ;  James  Byei-s,  4. 
This  was  a  light  vote,  for  in  November  of  the  same  year  Ely  polled 
13G  votes  as  congressman  iigainst  84  for  Samuel  Fowler.  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Jr.,  succeeded  Ely  as  represenbitive  in  1^05.  William  Ely 
was  a  Yale  graduate,  and  was  a  federalist  member  of  Congress  from 
1805  to  1815,  which  was  within  two  years  of  his  death.  Mr.  Ely 
advocated  in  Congress,  in  December,  1800,  the  death  penalty  for 
those  importing  slaves  to  the  United  States,  and  in  January,  1813, 
he  made  quite  an  extended  speech  in  the  House  against  tiie  classifi- 
cation of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  which  was  urijed  bv  the 
Soutliern  members.  ^Ir.  Elv  seems  to  have  been  verv  direct  an<i 
business-like  in  his  methods,  choice  of  his  wordss  and  not  given  to 
bitter  sentiments,  although  his  con\ictions  ran  deep  during  these 
troublous  times. 

We  cannot  dwell  at  any  length  over  the  new  men.  Thomas  Dwight 
was  a  favorite  for  moderator  in  this  i)eriod  ;  so  were  George  Bliss  and 
Oliver  B.  Morris.  The  town  collector  of  taxes  in  1803  was  Pitt 
Bliss,  and  to  hun  was  committal  no  less  than  five  separate  rate 
lists,  —  town,  county,  state,  parish,  and  district.     Pitt  Bliss  was  also 
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a  constable.  The  following  year  William  Pynchon  declined  to  serve 
as  clerk  an}"  longer,  and  Edward  Pynchon  was  chosen  in  his  place. 
AVilliani  received  a  generous  vote  of  thanks  for  his  long  services. 
John  Hooker  appears  upon  the  select  board. 

We  will  here  give  a  full  list  of  officers  of  1808,  in  order  to  show 
some  of  the  changes  that  time  was  making  in  the  personnel  of  the 
town  :  — 

Moderator,  Jonathan  Dwight  ;  clerk  and  treasurer,  Edward  Pynchon  ; 
selectmen,  Thomas  Dwight,  George  Bliss,  Major  Moses  Chapin,  Rufus  Sikes, 
and  John  Hooker;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Justin  Lombard,  Judah  Chapin, 
AValter  Stehbins,  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  and  Zebina  Stebbins;  tythingmen, 
Edmund  Dwiirlit,  Oliver  B.  Morris,  Erastus  ("hapin,  and  Samuel  Ornc;  assess- 
ors, Zebina  Stebbins,  Moses  Chapin,  and  Pitt  Bliss ;  hog-reeves,  Lewis  Good- 
now,  Frederick  Burt,  and  Frederick  Chapin;  fiehl-<lrivers,  Silas  Holton,  Martin 
Burt,  Tluuldeus  Ferre,  Lewis  Kobinson,  Joseph  Robinson,  Calvin  Cooley,  Caleb 
Simons.  Itliamer  Stebl)ins,  and  William  Gaylord ;  pound-keei)er.  Preserved 
White;  sealers  of  leather,  Dormer  C^hapin  and  Pitt  Bliss;  fence-viewers,  Festus 
Stebbins,  Moses  Burt,  Jr.,  J.  A.  McKinstry,  James  Meloin,  William  Sheldon, 
Levi  Stedman ;  firewards,  Moses  Burt,  Jr.,  Major  Jacob  Bliss,  Benjamin  Pres- 
cott,  Elisha  Tobey,  George  Bliss,  Frederick  Chapin,  Luther  Hitchcock,  Zebina 
Stebbins,  an<l  James  Byers,  Jr. ;  surveyors  of  shingles  and  clapboards,  Jacob 
Bliss.  Joseph  Pease,  William  Chapin,  Jr.,  Festus  Bliss,  Pelatiah  Bliss,  and 
Joseph  Griswold;  surveyors  of  highways,  Abel  Chapin,  David  Arms,  and 
Tliomas  Stebbins ;  constables,  Henry  Brewer  and  Oliver  Chapin,  Jr. ;  collector, 
Jac<)b  Bliss. 

Springfield  sent  four  representatives  to  the  General  Court  in  1810, 
—  Closes  Chapin,  Jacob  Hliss,  Oliver  H.  Morris,  and  Kdnmnd  Dwight. 
Four  years  later  the  list  was  reduced  to  three,  —  Samuel  Orue, 
Kdnuind  Bliss,  and  Joseph  Pease. 

The  first  proposals  for  a  bridge  over  the  great  river  were  received 
with  ridicule.  **  Parson  Howard  talks  like  a  fool,"  said  Colonel  Wor- 
thington,  in  1781),  when  the  reverend  gentleman  predicted  such  an 
engineering  event.  Hut  the  bridge  was  a  necessity,  and  it  came.  It 
was  the  vounger  men  that  carried  the  dav,  and  ()ctobi»r  30,  1«05,  the 
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briflge  waA  openf^l.  Tht-  fact  that  financially  it  was  the  chil«i  of  a 
lottery  flid  not  prevent  the  famous  Dr.  Joseph  I^thn>i>,  of  We^^t 
Springfield,  from  delivering:  a  dedicatory  sermon  and  offering  prayer  in 
the  presence  of  some  three  thousand  {>eople  irathereil  upon  the  bridge. 
Tlie  church  l^ells  were  rung,  cannon  fired,  and  the  jjeople  split  their 
throats  in  their  rejoicings.  The  bridge  was  a  creditable  piece  of 
engineering  for  the  time?^.  it  Ijeing  considerefl  ei|ual  to  anything  In 
America :  but  a  succession  of  floods  weakened  it.  and  it  gave  wav  to 
a  heavy  load  of  army  su[)plies.  nine  years  later.  It  lias  recently  beeu 
incr>rrectlv  statefl  that  the  designer  or  builder  is  not  known.  A  great 
many  complimentm-  things  were  said  at  the  time  of  the  master- 
builder,  Jonathan  Wolcr>t.  of  Windham,  Conn.,  who  had  charge  of  the 
work.  The  piers  and  stone-work  were  done  under  :i  Worcester 
countv  contractor,  nameil  Israel  Reed.  We  are  informed  that  he  had 
under  him  masons  who  were  "•  artists  in  that  branch  of  the  business." 
The  bridge  was  an  oi>en  one,  painted  re<l.  was  1,2:^>4  feet  long,  30 
feet  wide,  and  stret^'hed  -10  feet  alx)ve  low-water  mark.  The  six 
spans  were  supi)f>rteil  by  two  abutments  and  five  piers,  each  pier  and 
abutment  containing  a\Hmt  2,0rK.>  tons  of  stone.  Two  guard  piei>  to 
che<;k  the  force  of  the  ice  were  built  «<>  nnU  alR)ve  the  bridge ; 
the  cur\'e  in  each  arch  was  187  feet.  A  bx-al  pajHT  remarks  with 
pride  in  180r>,  just  aft<'r  it  was  oi)eue<l :  "This  bridge  is  so  con- 
stnicted  with  frames  ujKm  each  pier  connected  by  long  timbers  with 
tlu*  arches  that  the  traveller  passes  over  nearly  the  whole  extent 
of  it  on  an  elevated  plane,  aff'ording  a  view  of  extensive  landsca[^)es 
in  which  are  blende<l  well-cultivated  fields,  pleasant  villages,  rivers, 
meadows,  loftv  mountains,  and  indeed  a  wildness  and  varietv  in  the 
l>eauties  of  nature  which  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  eye.''  This 
clumsy  and  imleed  grotes^pie  structure,  so  arranged  that  the 
traveller  was  com[K*lled  to  go  up  and  down  with  the  curves  of  each 
Bpan,  was  pulled  down  so<^n  after  the  freshets  of  1^14.  It  ha<l  cost 
$30,270,  and  the  following  tolls  were  charged  :  Foot  passengers,  3 
cents ;    hors(»    and    rider,   7   cents ;     Horse     and     chaise,    chair    or 
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sulky,  1()  cents;  chariot,  phaeton,  or  other  four-wheeled  carriages 
for  passengers,  33  cents ;  curricle,  25  cents ;  horse  and  sleigh,  10 
cents  ;  neat  cattle,  3  cent«  ;  sheep  or  swine,  1  cent. 

The  second  toll-bridge  was  opened  to  the  public  October  1,  1816, 
at  a  cost  of  $22, 000.  In  November  the  advertisement  of  H.  Brewer 
ap|)eared  in  a  local  paper  in  this  style  :  *'  There's  a  tide  now  flowing 
and  is  ahnost  flood  tide.  S[)ringfield  bridge  lottery  is  a  fine  tide  of 
riches.  Improve  it.  Set  every  sail.  Soon  it  will  be  too  late.  The 
26th  is  at  han<l.*'  According  to  a  large  hand-bill  issued  by  the  man- 
agers,—  N.  Freeman,  Justin  Ely,  Jr.,  and  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr., — 
and  dated  Boston,  March,  1816,  the  toothsome  particulars  of  a  re- 
arranged scheme  had  been  dwelt  upon  in  very  large  letters.  The 
head-lines  ran:  *'All  prizes  —  No  Blanks  and  no  Deduction  — 
Springfield  Bridge  Lottery  —  First  Class  Scheme."  The  tickets  were 
86  each,  so  that  the  profits  to  the  bridge  company,  not  allowing  for 
expenses  and  commission  on  sales,  would  be  only  $11,000.  Some  five 
hundred  numb<'rs  were  drawn  per  day,  and  accordingly  for  two  w^'cks 
the  local  public  was  served  with  a  series  of  conflicting  sensations. 
There  were  several  drawings  in  this  town,  and  at  least  one  local 
tavern  scene  is  recalled  where  little  girls,  dressed  in  white  frocks,  iJi?r- 
formed  the  office  of  drawing  the  numlx'rs.  The  Harvard  college 
lottery,  which  was  running  in  1807,  was  well  patronized  in  Si)ring- 
field.  One  of  the  men  of  Springfield  who  offered  Harvard  college 
lottery-tickets  for  sale  was  Landlord  Eleazer  Williams.  Williams  is 
renujmbered  as  a  man  who  divided  his  time  and  peculiar  genius  im- 
partially between  the  ruffle  in  his  bosom  and  the  mixing  of  toddies, 
for  which  he  was  famous  in  these  parts.  It  is  recorded  in  the 
*'  Hampshire  Federalist  "  that  Williams  sold  the  ticket  which  drew  a 
85,000  prize  in  the  Harvard  lottery  ;  l>ut  the  name  of  the  lucky  ticket- 
owner  is  not  known.  We  find  that  h)tterv-tickets  were  offered  for 
sale  here  by  J.  tS:  E.  Dwight,  Moses  Bliss  &  Co.,  H.  Brewer,  and 
others. 

In  1818  James  S.  Dwight,  Samuel  Lathrop,  and  Josiah  I).  Whitney 
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tolls   were  aholishwl  iii  \'<.-i.     It  U  n  long.T  bri 

■^v.  ami  not  as  high 

an  the  flntt  one,  ami  is  an    fit«:(lin;:ly  interi-st 

nil  stmeturc.     Th.- 

f««.t-|.atli  on  tlif  HOiitli  sid<-  of  tlit-  bridge  was  a.liivd  in  l»7?*.  One 
trniinot  waniiiT  tlin>iii;h  thii^  tiniiicl  uf  early,  Land-lieu'n  New  England 
timber  mid  not  «ee  at  every  step  the  records  iif  the  years. 

l*resi<linit  Moni-oi?  jiassetl  over  the  bridge  ii|>iin  his  famous  Now 
England  tour  in  1X17.  It  was  a  very  iiu|>ortaut  i>cca8ion  politi- 
willy  and  sneially  for  this  valley,  aud  Massaehusetts  also.  The 
iijH'niii^  of  tlie  bridge  aud  tlie  visit  of  Monroe  may  almost  be  said  to 
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murk  a  new  era.  The  bitterness  in  politics  occasioned  l)y  the  em- 
bargo had  been  carried  even  to  the  breaking  up  of  families.  It  was 
not,  however,  quite  so  bad  as  at  the  election  of  Jefferson,  when  many 
New  England  women  hid  their  Bibles  in  the  belief  that  the  Virginian 
would  inaugurate  a  system  of  persecution  against  Puritanism. 

Monroe  had  been  so  well  received  at  New  York  and  elsewhere 
that  by  tlie  time  he  reached  our  bridg(»  he  was  greeted  by  a  thoroughly 
cordial  counnunity.  When  the  visiting  chief  magistrate  reached  the 
^lassachusetts  line  from  Connecticut,  ascending  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  he  found  sixty  Springfield  citizens  upon  horseback,  many 
of  them  in  military  uniform,  as  well  as  scores  in  carriages,  making 
a  procession  half  a  mile  long.  As  they  approached  the  village 
Captain  Warriner  had  assembled  his  company  of  artillery  at  the 
bridge,  where  also  a  crowd  had  gathered.  The  church  bells  were  rung, 
and  a  federal  salute  was  fired.  Old  inhabitants  can  recall  that 
memorable  day  :  how  a  formal  address  was  presented  the  President 
when  he  arrived  at  the  Parsons  tavern,  then  kept  by  Captain  Ben- 
nett ;  the  visit  to  the  amiory,  and  the  review  of  four  hundred  and  ten 
school-children.  President  Monroe  was  much  interested  in  the  little 
ones,  and  he  said  to  the  committee  of  entertainment  standing  beside 
him  on  the  veranda  of  Parsons  tavern,  "  I  am  much  pleased  and  grati- 
fied with  their  appearance,  and  pray  God  to  bless  them,  and  you  to 
carry  your  good  designs  into  effect."  They  say  that  men  fraternized 
afti'r  the  Monroe  visit  who  had  not  spoken  to  each  other  for  years. 

Springfield  had  entered  the  century  with  a  population  of  2,312, 
which  was  less  than  the  West  Springfield  figures.  Even  with  the 
armory  poi)ulation  the  west  side  still  led.  The  struggle  was  severe, 
ten  years  later  Springfield  having  2,707  inhabitants  and  West  Spring- 
field 3,101).  But  in  1820  the  village  had  risen  to  3,1)14,  with  West 
Springfield  a  good  second  at  3,240,  —  the  first  tune  the  village  had 
secured  the  advantage  in  the  memory  of  any  man  then  living. 

Both  business  and  church  activities  were  marked.  In  March,  1H14, 
the  Springfield  bank  (the  first  local  bank  of  discount)  was  oriranized 
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Sit  Uocle  JeiTT  Warriuer'fe  larem.  Tbis  it  as  a  ]»art  of  a  iiiovi-meiil 
iu  favor  of  Iwuik  fxpaufrioii.  In  1*<M  the  first  I'liileti  Stales  l»aiik 
lunrj  Ix**!!  ref  uije*i  a  reni-waJ  of  it*  t-Lart-er  bv  Comm-s>-  and  tlas  de- 
v^IojahI  the  State  baDk.•^.  The  New  Engrland  lianks  did  n<:»t  su>y>end 
specie  |>ayinent*i.  as  wafc.  the  cas^e  ehsewhere.  "nif  Springfield  bank, 
like  others.  kej4  a  <ieJX>f^it  of  sj»ecie  at  the  Suffolk  Bank  of  B«»stoD- 
aiid  it  wa*  no  unui^ua]  thing  for  a  cashier  to  bring  l»ac*k,  by  stager, 
t:ji)JMJ(.*  or  $1<K»J«Xj  in  bill»  in  his  valise.  The  Sjtringfield  Bank 
bec-aiiie  the  Second  National  Bank  in  1><C3. 

In  1820  an  invention  was  maxie  at  the  annorr  which  gives  Sj ♦ring- 
field  a  notable  place  in  the  annal^  of  mechanisui.  Thomas  Blanch- 
artl's  machine  for  turning  irregular  forms  was  introiiuc^  at  the 
armor^'.  under  Col.  Ko^well  I^ee.  tlie  forerunner  of  the  ••  inti-n-lian^re- 
able  system."  —  a  device  which  has  revolutionized  tht*  whole  subjei-t  of 
manufacture.  an<l  is  only  next  in  importance  to  the  gn:'at  inventions 
of  steam  ami  telegraphy.  Other  places  have  claime<l  the  cre<lit  of 
thi8  great  inventive  discovery,  but  we  think  unsuccessfully :  and  were 
we  to  give  a  hLstory  of  industrial  Springfield,  we  would  l»e  justified 
in  devoting  a  whole  ehapter  to  this  subject.  Manufacture  has  bet»n 
com|>let<dv  revolutionized  In'  the  interchamreable  svstem.  which  has 
made  it  jx^ssible  for  Americans  to  undersell  Swiss  walchmakeis  in 
their  own  country,  put  clieaiK^r  and  iK'tter  pistols  and  rifles  in  foreign 
mark^'ts ;  and,  indeed,  comijelled  other  nations  to  take  lessons  of  us 
in  practical  me<.-hanics. 

It  was  during  this  perio<l.  als^j.  that  Springfield  started  an  interest 
in  s<fcret  s<x.'ieties  which  has  txiven  tbe  town  and  citv  sucli  a  iH)sition 
in  the  world  of  cliajitered  fraternities.  The  Hanijxlen  masonic  lodge 
was  formed  in  March,  1><17.  Its  meetings  were  discontiimed  during 
the  Morgan  excitement  from  1«.*J2  to  1x40,  which  will  W  six)ken  of 
hen*after.  It  would  not  b<f  surprising  to  see  a  masonic  tem[>le  here 
b<;fore  many  yt-ars,  contributing  materially  to  tbe  apiK*aranee  of  the 
city  architecturally. 

The  slave  had  gradually  lost  his  hold  here,   and  it  is  mentioned 
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more  as  a  graphic  incident  than  a  business  matter  that  the  citizens  in 

1808  bought  and  freed  a  fugitive.  It  was  in  February  that  a  bill  of 
sale  was  given  by  Peter  van  Geyseling,  of  Schenectady,  to  the  select- 
men of  Springfield,  by  which  a  negro  woman,  *'  Jenny,"  a  fugitive, 
was  given  her  freedom.  "  Jenny  "  had  become  favorably  known  in 
Springfield,  and  the  subscription  of  $100  was  easily  raised.  She  and 
her  husband,  *•  Jack,"  lived  for  many  years  near  Goose  Pond  (Lake 
Como),  and  they  added  to  their  fame  by  selling  a  fine  quality  of 
spruce  beer. 

The  *'  Old  Academy  "  was  started  in  the  exciting  year  of  1812,  and 
while  many  a  struggle  was  precipitated  over  the  raising  of  funds,  its 
record  was  worthy  of  the  people  who  were  destined  to  found  a  city  of 
homes. 

Religious  nuitters  also  largely  occupied  the  thought  of  the  town  at 
this  time.  The  half-way  covenant  was  discontinued  at  the  First 
Church  in  179').  Mr.  Howard,  whose  voice  had  failed  him,  retired 
from  its  pulpit  in  1803,  with  a  payment  of  $2,000,  in  three  annual 
instalments,  as  a  recognition  of  his  work   here.     It  was  not  until 

1809  that  Sanmel  Osgood,  a  young  man  of  parts,  was  owlained  and 
settled  over  the  church,  which  had  a  memlwi-ship  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  with  a  precinct  population  of  two  thousand  two  hundred. 
Mr.  Osgood  was  at  first  considered  in  danger  of  drifting  with  many 
other  New  England  ministers  of  the  day  into  Unitarianism,  but  he 
dtjveloped  into  a  stout  Orthodox  divine.  The  old  inhabitants  have 
many  anecdotes  of  this  remarkable  man.  He  was  brave,  original, 
clear-headed,  earnest,  and  sound.  Had  he  been  called  to  public  life, 
it  would  have  been  as  a  Garrison  or  Phillips.  He  had  the  commanding 
(qualities  of  a  moral  sentiment,  love  of  humanity,  and  picturesque 
methods  of  oratory.  Men  remember  his  wit,  but  better  than  that 
was  his  sterling  worth.  He  carried  his  warfare,  however,  to  great 
length.  Owing  to  his  personal  opposition  the  Baptists  were  prevented 
from  securing  a  foothold  for  some  years.  Osgood's  parishioners 
were  afraid  even  to  attend  Baptist  meetings.     The  Baptists,  after  a 
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struggle  nmuing  over  many  generations,  liually  secui-ed  a  lodgment 
at  the  water-shops,  in  1^1 1,  with  a  membership  of  nineteen.  The 
Methodists  also  followed  in  181."),  when  a  society  connected  with  the 
Tolland  (Conn.)  circuit,  that  had  met  in  private  houses,  reoi'ganized 
with  eleven  members,  under  the  ministry  of  William  ^larsh ;  in  1819 
it  became  a  separate  church,  Rev.  Daniel  Dorchester,  pastor. 

In  1817  the  first  Episcopal  services  were  conducted  at  the  armory 
by  Rev.  Titus  Strong,  of  Greenfield,  and  in  1820  the  Methodist 
chajx^l  known  as  Asbury  Chai)el  was  built  at  the  water-shops.  The 
First  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in  1821,  with  Rev.  Edward  Rut- 
lidge  as  pastor.  This  year  also  the  firet  Baptist  edifice  was  built  at 
the  water-shops,  —  36  x  20  feet. 

As  to  tlie  First  Congregational  Church,  the  ministr}'  of  Dr.  Osgood 
was  carrying  the  congregation  through  the  break watei-s  of  theological 
dissensions.  The  most  complicated  was  precipitated  in  1819,  when 
Mr.  Howard  and  ti\entv-five  membei*s  of  the  church  aske<l  certificates 
of  regular  standing,  that  they  might  fonn  a  separate  church.  The 
application  was  refused.  In  June,  1H18,  fifty-four  members  of  the 
Fii-st  Parish  had  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  be  set  off  as  the  Second 
Society.  The  petitioners  paid  one-third  of  the  taxes  of  the  parish, 
and  they  referred  to  the  change  that  had  come  over  Mr.  Osgood  in 
doctrinal  matters.  Mr.  Osgoo<l  had  gradually  gained  in  ix)wer  as  an 
inteq^reter  of  the  Scriptures  in  conformity  with  historical  Congrega- 
tionalism, and  the  split  was  inevitable.  In  December,  1818,  Mr. 
Howard  and  the  Unitarian  minority  attended  a  parish  meeting,  but 
nothuig  was  done  beyond  illustrating  the  hoi>ele8sness  of  a  united 
congregation.  The  minority  thought  they  were  treated  like  *'  a  com- 
pany of  unprincipled  men,"  and  the  souls  of  the  majority  burned 
with  zeal  for  the  ancient  faith.  Jonathan  I) wight  had  a  notion  that 
if  Dr.  Osgood  would  resign  they  might  unite  upon  a  new  minister ; 
but  Dr.  Osgood  was  not  a  resigning  man,  and  so  the  break  came. 
Mr.  Howard  was  a  man  of  singularly  placid  disix>sition,  good  judg- 
ment, and  candor.     He  was  a  Calvinist  by  education,  but  a  Unitiirian 


SrRI.VI!  FIELD,    KKIII-lSSr,.  ?,'l 

by  nntitrnl  bt^iit.  How  wisely,  niicl  with  whnt  iiioffeiisivt^  liriiiiit:Ha, 
he  couducU'd  the  controversy  with  the  First  Ciiiirch  may  be  seen  io 
tlip  tracts  issued  at  the  time  over  the  "  old  "  and  "  new  "  tlieology. 


His  [personal  virtues  and  gifts  arc  more  than  a  tradition.     Men  stUI 
talk  of  I'arson  HowanI,  and  liunor  Lis  meiuory. 

Jonathan  Dwight.  who  was  one  of  the  men  electing  to  die  in  old- 
fashioned  small-clothes,  but  a  newer  religious  faith,  was  the  wheel- 
horse  of  the  new  oi^nization.  Dwight  offered  to  build  a  house  of 
worship  for  the  new  society,  which  was  incorporated  February  IS, 
181'J,  provided  the  rest  of  the  congregation  would  establish  a  fund 
for  the  pennanent  s«p|K>rt  of  the  minister,  to  which  there  was  a  ready 
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and  siibstautial  response.  The  corner-stone  of  the  chnrcli,  situated 
on  State  street  (Kirkham  and  Olmsted  block),  was  laid  May  20, 
1819,  and  in  July  of  the  following  year  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev. 
William  B.  O.  Peabodv,  and  he  was  ordained  October  20.  Mr.  Pea- 
body  was  a  complete  counterpart  of  Dr.  Osgood,  and  when  it  is  said 
that  they  became  friends,  it  is  only  offering  a  tribute  to  the  character 
of  both.  The  stalwart  Cahinist  could  shake  hands  with  the  mild- 
eyed  Unitarian,  and  in  time  the  two  congregations  came  to  look  upon 
their  old  dissensions  with  the  pleasurable  feelings  of  the  antiquarian. 

But  the  building  fever  was  contagious.  The  First  Church  was 
engaged  upon  its  new  house  of  worship,  with  its  tall  pillars,  that  now 
seem  so  ancient. 

We  have  before  refen*ed  to  the  court-house  (Sanford  street,  built  in 
1720),  which  was  used  as  a  town-hall.  It  was  occupied  by  the  courts 
until  1820,  when  a  new  court-house  (present  Odd  Fellows  hall)  was 
built ;  but  the  old  building  was  used  as  a  town-hall  eight  years  later, 
when  the  State-sti-eet  town-hall  was  built  on  land  owned  bv  the  First 
Parish,  which  took  the  building  as  part  pa}',  and  moved  it  back  on 
Market  street,  where  meetings  were  held.  It  was  finally  disi)osed  of 
to  the  South  Church,  which  in  turn  passed  it  on  to  be  used  as  a  car- 
riage-shop. 

The  need  of  a  new  court-house,  and  the  building  of  the  church, 
which  latter  was  dedicated  in  August,  1819,  led  to  the  project  of  a 
public  square,  so  nuich  needed.  The  Dwights  wanted  it  located  some- 
where on  State  street,  but  the  First  Church  i»eople  and  Main-street 
business  men  struggled  to  some  purpose.  Daniel  Bontecou,  Exlward 
Pynchon,  Eleazer  Williams,  James  Wells,  Justice  Wilhird,  and  others 
raiseil  S3, 000,  bought  the  land  constituting  Court  stjuare,  and  deedtnl 
it  to  Hampden  county  in  April,  1821,  and  in  this  year  the  new  court- 
house (Odd  Fellows  hall)  was  occupied.  Modern  Si)ringfield  begins 
from  this  point ;  and  so  it  was  through  honest  enmities,  a  considerate 
spirit,  and  the  friction  of  business,  religion,  and  ix)litics,  that  the  town 
grew  and  waxed  strong  in  limb. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 
1821-1831. 

The  *'  Federal  Spy  '*  and  "  Hampshire  Federalist.'* —  Samuel  Bowles,  the  First.  — New 
Blood  in  the  Village.  —  The  Chai*actei*8  of  William  B  Calhoun,  John  Mills,  Oliver  B. 
Morris,  and  Georj^e  Bliss,  Jr.  —  Philanthropy.  —  The  Colonization  Society.  —  Popu- 
lation.—  Fourth  of  July  Celebration.  —  Political  Ban(|uets. — River  Traffic.  —  River 
Steamei*s. —  Stagfes. —  Factories.  —  Postmaster  Lombard. —  Politics. — The  Poor-House. 
—  Selectmen  from  1822  to  1826.  —  Dcstiniction  of  the  Pynchon  Fort.  —  Temperance 
Society.  — Jackson's  Triumph.  —  Masonrj'.  —  Chapman  &  Ai>hmun.  —  Military  Com- 
panies.—  Ancient  Trees.  —  Fire  Department. — Lawlessness.  —  Death  of  Jonathan 
Dwijufht.  —  Coniraei*ce  on  the  River. 

The  '^  Federal  Spy  "  bad  passed  into  the  hands  of  Timothy  Ashley 
in  1700,  when  he  took  in  Henry  Brewer  (father  of  II.  &  J.  Brewer), 
who  l)ecame  sole  proprietor  in  1803,  and  in  turn  the  proiK^it}'  passed 
to  Luther  Baker  in  1805,  and  Thomas  Dickman  m  18O0,  when  the 
pa[)er  was  called  ''  The  Hampshire  Feileralist.''  A.  G.  Tannatt  & 
Co.  followed  Dickman  in  1810,  a  year  after  the  establishment  of  the 
'*  Hamixlen  Patriot"  by  Dr.  Ira  Daniels,  and  lingered  till  about  1824, 
when  Samuel  Bowles,  a  Hartford  printer,  started  the  "  Springfield 
liepublican."  Mr.  Bowles  came  from  a  Koxbury  family  of  quality. 
He  luul  rare  good  judgment,  was  odd  in  apjK.»arance,  of  a  scholarly 
temperament,  though  denied  a  college  training,  and  ambitious  be- 
yond the  capabilities  of  a  weak  body.  He  had  as  an  ancestor 
John  Eliot,  the  Indian  missionary,  while  the  young  woman  whom 
he  married  was  a  descendant  of  Miles  Standish.  The  early  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Bowles  family  wen*  church  elders,  members  of  the 
General  Court,  or  town  oflicials,  and  usually  college  educated ;  the 
later  members  of  the  family,  on  whom  rested  the  buixlen  of  a  i»aper 
that  l)ecame  an  institution  in  this  country,  as  a  rule  declined  i)ositions 
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of  Church  and  State,  wliik'  the  college  course  was  uot  ijermitteil 
them.  Mr.  Bowles  entered  u[>on  his  newspaper  ventun*  just  in  time 
to  have  a  hand  in  shaping  the  reorganization  of  parties  in  this  region, 
and  to  stand  lx»hind  and  lend  aid  and  encouragement  to  tlie  business 
men  of  the  conmiunity  who  were  bent  uix)n  taking  invention  by  the 
hand,  tliat  wealth  miirht  follow.  The  old  federal  and  denioci-atic 
parties  were  disintegrating,  and  Mr.  Bowles  started  out  as  the  local 
organ  of  the  national  repuV»lican  party,  which  was  really  the  demo- 
cratic party :  but  Mr.  Bowles  passe<l  to  the  whig  party,  and  sup- 
jxjrted  Le\i  Lincoln  for  governor  in  182.').  The  first  number  of  the 
weekly  '"  Republican  ''  api)eared  September  8,  1824,  and  was  issue<l 
on  Wednestlays  from  a  mo<lest  little  office  opix>site  the  present  Chico- 
l)ee  Bank.  The  "••  Hamixlen  Patriot "  had  Ix^en  discontinued.  There 
was  a  national  republican  (democratic)  majority  in  Ham)Klen  county 
and  in  Hampshire  county  ;  the  party  had  a  goo<l  footing;  but  Mr. 
liowles  found  that  he  could  not  work  for  the  bt»st  interests  of  his 
State  and  the  democracy  at  the  same  time,  and  so  changeil  the  ix>liti- 
cal  complexion  of  the  pa^KM*.  His  whig  attiliations  continued  until 
the  coalition  of  184>{  and  the  formation  of  the  repuljlican  party. 

Springfield  was  even  at  this  early  day  an  unportant  factor  in  State 
ix)litics,  due  in  a  measure  to  the  able  men  gathered  at  the  Hamixleu 
bar.  We  fin<l  the  names  of  George  Bliss,  Jr.,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Justice  Willanl,  and  John  Mills,  figuring  fre<juently  on  the  pages  of 
the  press  from  this  |>eriod  down  for  many  yeai*s.  Mr.  Calhoun  early 
took  an  intei*est  in  public  affairs ;  but  he  was  a  contemplative,  serious 
man,  who  dwelt  uiK>n  problems,  social  and  political,  with  the  spirit 
of  a  philosopher,  nither  than  \\\h}\\  the  manipulation  of  caucuses.  He 
inspired  confidence  rather  than  enthusiastic  admiration,  and  during  a 
long  public  career  was  in  turn  State  representative,  congressman. 
State  senator,  seci*etary  of  state.  State  bank  commissioner,  presi- 
dential elector,  countv  commissioner,  and  finallv  mavor  of  the  citv. 
Springfield  never  had  a  citizen  who  received  so  many  iK>litical  favoi"S 
from  her,  and  did  so  little  to  secure  them.     Mr.  Calhoun  had  the 


SPRINdFIELD,     16S6-1886.  381 


quality,  inherited  from  his  Scotch  father,  of  candor  and  discretion, 
lie  was  honorable,  self-reliant,  true,  and  religious.  But  he  was 
lacking  in  the  qualities  that  shine  in  a  court  of  law.  He,  indeed, 
chose  the  profession  that  least  betitted  hiiu ;  but  his  law  education, 
though  meagri*  practice,  was  of  value  as  an  equipment  for  public 
life.  He  had  l)een  but  a  few  years  engagt^d  in  the  law  when  he  was 
picked  out  by  the  local  public  as  a  man  for  representative  in  1825. 
^Ir.  Calhoun  was  an  editorial  writer  on  the  weekly  "  Republican," 
:mkI  in  later  ^ears  he  was  a  contributor  to  the  daily  ''  Republican ;  " 
his  success  editorially  was  based  \\\yo\\  the  importance  and  soundness 
of  his  views,  rather  than  w\xm  the  manner  of  presenting  a  subject. 
**  Calhoun  is  an  erudite  writer,"  Mr.  Bowles,  the  second,  used  to  say, 
*'  but  1k'  needs  some  pepper  injected  into  his  veins." 

Of  John  Mills  we  have  already  spoken.  He  was  a  man  of  sin- 
gularly pleasing  address,  and  as  he  grew  in  popularity  and  avoir- 
dupois, his  gracious  and  almost  ducal  beanng,  his  candor  and  old- 
fashioned  methods  of  reasoning,  and  his  scrupulous  uprightness 
minimized  the  effect  of  his  besetting  weakness,  —  a  too  implicit  con- 
fidence in  human  nature.  An  old  Springfield  whig  once  remarked  that 
he  happened  to  know  but  one  honest  politician,  and  tliat  was  John 
:Mills. 

A  curious  circumstance  attending  Mr.  Mills*s  career  at  Boston  has 
survived  the  visit  of  Lafayette  to  this  country.  Mr.  IVIills  was  the 
voun^est  member  of  the  Senate.  The  two  houses  were  gathered  to- 
gether  at  the  reception  given  General  Lafayette,  and  the  distinguisheil 
Frenchman  passed  along  shaking  hands  with  every  meml>er.  AMien 
he  came  to  Mr.  ^Mills  the  great  visitor  stopped,  glanced  at  the  prema- 
turely bald  head  of  the  precocious  Hamixien  county  senator,  and  ex- 
tending both  hands  exclaimed,  "  My  dear  friend,  I  recollect  you  in 
the  Revolution."  This  absurd  scene  suggests  a  remark  of  Patrick 
Boise,  of  AVestfield,  a  man  of  parts  and  one  of  the  wits  of  the  old 
Hampden  bar,  that  it  was  John  Mills's  shining  bald  head  that  made 
him  president  of  the  Senate.     Mr.  Mills  was  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
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ehusetts-Connecticiit  bouiularj  commission  of  1^2G,  and  of  the  north- 
eastern boundary  eommission  (Maine  and  Canada)  in  1842.  He 
served  as  State  treasurer,  and  was  for  manv  years  willintr  to  run  on 
the  demoeratie  State  ticket  when  victory  was  out  of  the  question.  Ht^ 
became  thorouglily  identified  with  Springfiehl  by  real-estate  invest- 
ments, too  nmeh  so  for  his  ix^cuniary  advantage  ;  but  his  pRxlictions 
as  to  the  growth  of  Springfield  have  been  singularly  fulfilliHl. 

Judge  Oliver  B.  Morris  holds  a  distinct  plac^  in  lo<-al  annals  as 
lawj^er,  citizen,  and  lover  of  Springfield  village.  *'  In  my  youth,*' 
he  used  to  remark,  "'  I  saw  an  aged  man  who  remembere<l  seeing  jht- 
sons  who  came  over  in  the  '  Mayflower.'  "  And  the  judge  was  quite  as 
proud  of  this  as  if  he  had  led  a  victorious  army  to  battle.  lie  was 
preeminently  the  village  man.  He  knew  everylKxiy,  and  everyboily 
knew  him.  All  the  ways  of  niral  New  England  life  were  pleasing  to 
him ;  he  enjoyed  its  shady  walks,  its  humble  thrift,  its  simple  democ- 
racy, its  deferenc*e  paid  to  the  village  fathers,  its  solemn  Sabbaths, 
ami  its  old  nine-o'clock  bell.  But  the  satisfaction  he  felt  for  his 
own  local  prominence  was  not  simply  a  personal  pride.  He  came  l»y 
his  local  patriotism  in  the  study  of  local  history.  He  thought  much 
of  the  past,  and  loved  to  talk  of  the  plantation  of  Springfield,  to  re- 
produce the  pioneer  scenes  when  every  yeoman  was  a  defender  of  Xhv 
gospel,  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  at  times  a  fighter  of  Indians.  Morris 
never  wanted  to  live  to  see  the  time  when  the  town-meeting  wt>uld 
adjourn  forever ;  when  the  stages  would  l)e  taken  from  the  old  turn- 
pikes, and  the  town  brook  burieil  in  the  Main-street  sewer.  But  he 
did,  —  and  he  lived  also  to  be  the  oldest  inhabitant,  and  to  see  city 
wards  spring  up  where  once  weiv  open  fields.  *'  I  do  not  like  to  see 
so  many  stran<rei"s,"  he  once  remarked  to  a  minister  here  ;  '•  I  use<l  to 
know  every  voter."  This  lament  was  not  the  result  of  a  natural  de- 
sire  to  oppose  progi'ess,  but  a  deep  affection  for  the  quiet,  quaint,  old 
days  of  Springfield.  He  had  been  looked  upon  for  nearly  two  gen- 
erations as  the  antiquarian  of  Springfield.  He  was  familiar  with 
more  genealogies  than  any  one  else,  could  give  more  facts  alK)Ut  old 
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buildings,  tlie  transfers  of  property,  the  historic  spots,  the  traditions, 
the  stories,  anecdotes,  and  lore  of  the  place.  Law  was  his  profession, 
but  Springfield  village  his  life. 

Morris  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  in  1809,  1810,  1811,  and  1818, 
was  made  register  of  probate  in  1813,  county  attorney  in  1820,  and 
judge  of  probate  in  1829.  When  distinguished  men  visited  Spring- 
field, the  judge  was  quite  apt  to  be  selected  for  the  speech  of  welcome. 
He  introduced  John  Quincy  Adams  to  the  jjeople  in  the  First  church, 
and  was  also  chosen  to  welcome  Henrv  (lay  at  the  ovation  tjiven 
him  at  the  old  town-hall.  It  is  related  by  a  citizen  who  was  a  school- 
boy when  the  Adams  reception  took  place  here  that  Morris  had  sev- 
eral times  begun  public  addresses  by  saying,  '*When  I  look  about 
me  and  behold  the  sea  of  upturned  faces,'*  etc.  This  lingo,  with  more 
of  the  same  sort,  the  boys  committed  to  memory,  and  when  the  elo- 
quent  judge  rose  to  introduce  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  had  got  as 
far  as  ''  When  I  look  about  me,"  the  boys  shouted  m  chorus  the 
familiar  •'  and  behold  the  sea  of  ui)turned  faces.'*  Perhaps  no  better 
picture  of  the  judge  in  town-meeting  could  be  given  than  this,  which 
Georfice  S.  Taylor  has  kindly  furnished :  — 

About  the  year  1S3(»  (I  think)  some  of  the  out-of-town  people  were  bound  to 
put  down  the  High  School  in  Springfield.  Of  course.  Judge  Morris,  who  was 
always  on  tlie  right  side  in  school  matters,  was  on  hand,  while  both  villages  in 
what  is  now  Cliicopee  turned  out  en  masse.  "  Uncle  John  Chase"  said  that  his 
*'  shops  could  not  start  until  that  High  School  was  put  down," and  so  the  old  town- 
hall  was  filled  witli  voters.  Then  came  Judge  Morris's  opportunity,  for  he  was  a 
fine  speaker.  The  question  of  abolishing  the  High  School  was  reached,  an»l 
wlien  the  motion  was  made  to  abolish  it,  and  it  was  about  to  be  put  by  the  mod- 
erator. Judge  Morris  arose  calmly  and  made  a  half-hour  speech  that  carried  the 
house,  in  which  he  said:  "Mr.  Moderator  and  gentlemen,  I  have  live<l  in  the 
town  of  Springfield  nearly  forty  years,  and  have  paid  taxes  during  that  time,  and 
I  am  proud  of  our  scliools ;  these  are  our  safeguard.  Mr.  Moderator,  I  am  glatl 
to  speak  for  our  school  privileges.  Here,  sir,  the  poor  have  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  the  rich.  Yes,  gentlemen,  I  glory  in  this,  for  I  am  a  republican. 
I  was  nursed  at  the  breast  of  a  republican  mother,  and  know  my  rights.  — the 
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greatest  of  which  ia  freedom,  after  which  our  public  schools,  at  the  head  of 
whicli  is  our  High  School."  The  audience  was  with  him  as  he  sat  down,  and  at 
that  moment  a  creaked,  squeaky  voice  was  heard  at  the  other  side  of  the  hall : 
''  The  gentleman  just  seated  says  he  nursed  at  the  breast  of  a  republican  mother; 
if  so  he  nmst  have  lost  a  good  deal  of  the  cream."  Such  a  sudden  descent  from 
the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  heard  it. 

When  age  began  to  tell  its  inevitable  story  of  lessening  i)owers 
and  ambition,  the  venerable  judge  was  in  the  habit  of  dropping  in  at 
the  *'  Old  Corner  Bookstore  "  and  chatting  and  ai^uing  with  both  old 
and  young.  It  so  happened  that  the  judge  once  took  his  Sunday- 
school  class  of  boys,  forty  in  number,  over  to  the  parish  house,  and 
there  gave  them  some  very  good  advice,  after  reading  the  sixth  chai>- 
ter  of  Proverbs.  On  the  following  Monday  Maj.  Edward  Ingei'solK 
one  of  his  Sunday-school  scholars,  entered  the  bookstore  and  found 
the  judge  discoursing  upon  old-fashioned  morals.  The  major  made 
a  remark  concerning  the  judge's  zeal,  which  prompted  this  reply,  that 
lias  been  often  quoted  before  the  firesides  of  Springfield:  "  I  lament 
and  condemn  the  degeneracy  of  the  times.  I  do  not  like  to  see  so 
many  strangers  here.  There  was  a  time  when  I  could  hang  any  man 
in  the  village  ;  now  1  have  trouble  in  keeping  my.self  from  being 
hung."  There  are  several  variations  of  this  reply,  but  the  above  ai>- 
pears  to  be  the  most  authentic.  Major  Ingei*soll  was  encouraged  to 
dispute  with  the  judge  alK)ut  the  degeneracy  that  so  distresscMl  him, 
and  he  asked  :  — 

"Do  vou  remember  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Dr.  Osjijood?"  —  *'  I 
do.''  —  '*  And  do  you  remember  whether  there  were  any  refresh- 
ments? "  —  *'  Yes  ;  a  feast,  and  a  ball  also."  —  ''  Do  you  remember 
where  3'ou  were,  Judge,  after  the  ordination?"  The  judge  was 
greatly  taken  aback,  for  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  common  talk 
that  he  with  three  othtu*  church-members  repaired  to  a  chamber  over 
Elijah  Blake's  shop  and  played  euchre,  —  and  it  was  not  a  dry  game 
,  either. 

The   figure  of  Geoi'ge   Bliss,   Jr.,  also,   stands   out  as   a  marked 
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coutrast  to  Jiulgt  Morria.  his  biother-iu-luw,  lie  was  eager  for 
business  conquests.  His  pride  in  Springflelcl  led  bim  to  take  up 
all  new  ideas  tbat  would  advauce  Springfield's 
c'oniniei'cial  inii>oi-taiiee.  When  the  incorj>ora- 
tion  uf  llaiiiixicn  county  is  inentioDe<l,  the 
name  of  George  Bliss,  the  elder,  is  at  ouce 
in  mind ;  but  when  the  railroading  era  is  iucd- 
tioued,  one  thinks  of  George  Bliss,  tbe  youny;er. 
1  le  may  not  have  had  the  mastery  of  the  law  tbot 
-I  iidgo  Wells,  of  Cbitopee,  had,  nor  the  inspiriting 
:iiid  sjKmtancuus  qualities  of  mind  that  made 
( ieoige  A^ihinuu  a  master  of  oratory,  nor  the  leis- 
iiiuty  dignity  of  William  11.  Calhouu ;  but  he  bad 
a  deep  hold  ui>on  those  principles  of  law  affecting 
tile  conimeree  of  the  State  and  town,  as  well  us 
111  ui^aniziiig  and  executive  faculty  that  made 
Ki.i^  itt^,ii».Ni:>..  biin  invaluable  in  a  legislative  assembly  or  a  di- 
rectors' meeting.  As  to  liis  i>ersonal  cbaracteri sties 
it  has  been  said  ;  "  Thei-e  was  aometliing  dry  al>out  him  physically 
and  mentally,  and  a  cuitness  that  made  him  sometimes  pass  for 
irritable  :  liut  tliis  was  bis  manner  merely." 

"  I  was  not  brought  up,  but  merely  grew  up  neglected,"  Mr.  Bliss 
used  to  say  in  after  life.  After  graduation  he  became  a  member  of  tiie 
little  law  selioul  which  his  father  found  time  to  teach ;  and  upon  his 
admission  to  the  bar,  in  1K15,  he  opened  an  office  at  Monson,  aud  in 
\H->2  formed  a  law  copartnership  with  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  the 
legal  member  of  the  famous  firm  of  J-  &  K.  Dwight,  merchants.  Mr. 
HIiss  built  tile  tine  residence  now  used  us  the  Episcopal  rectory.  He 
first  appeai'cd  in  tbe  Legislature  in  \HH,  and  upon  his  reflection  in 
IH28  be  waw  made  chainnan  of  the  committee  which  prepared  the  act 
establishing  boards  of  coiiuty  commissioners  us  a  substitute  for  the 
town  system.  This  act  was  lai-gely  the  work  of  Mr.  Bliss,  both  iu 
])kraseology  and  service  in  pushing  it  through  the  Legislature. 
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Mr.  Bliss  aided  in  the  support  of  the  Unitarian  chui'ch ;  he  gave 
the  site  of  the  city  library,  besides  810,000  in  cash  ;  and  the  Home  for 
the  Friendless  and  other  local  charities  knew  the  extent  of  his  sub- 
stiintial  interest.  He  was  president  of  the  Springfield  cemetery, 
member  of  Governor  Briggs's  council,  and  active  in  organizations  like 
the  Hampden  Park  Association :  and  his  death  at  the  advancetl  age 
of  eighty,  full  of  honors  and  surrounded  by  the  material  monuments 
of  his  public  spirit  and  sacrifice,  was  an  event  of  no  passing  moment 
to  this  community. 

This  was  a  period  rich  in  philanthropic  and  public  spirit.  The 
Hamixlen  County  Colonization  Society  issued  a  circular  in  Novem- 
ber, 182G,  closing  with  these  words:  '^Our  country  has  been  verily 
guilty  of  despoiling  Africa  of  her  children.  Who  can  say  that  this 
will  not  be  overruled  by  a  righteous  Pro\'idence  as  the  principal 
means  of  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  salvation  by  a  crucified  Saviour 
to  millions  of  our  feUow-beings,  who  are  now  buried  in  the  thick 
darkness  of  the  grossest  superstition  and  idolatry?"  This  was 
signeil  by  Samuel  Lathrop,  Israel  E.  Trask,  Samuel  Osgood,  William 
B.  O.  Peabody,  Isaac  Knapp,  John  Mills,  Justice  Willai-d,  Frederick 
A.  Packard,  George  Col  ton,  and  Ethan  Ely.  In  February,  1§27,  at 
a  public  meeting  [)resided  over  b}'  O.  H.  31  orris,  measures  were  taken 
to  send  provisions  to  the  starving  Greeks.  For  this  cause  Dr. 
Osgood's  church  raised  8150  ;  Mr.  Peabody's,  890  :  Mr.  Webb's  (Meth- 
odist), 812.76  ;  Mr.  Branch's  (Baptist),  812.02;  and  Mr.  Phenix's 
(Chicopee),  811.50.  The  county  raised  in  all  8672.20,  and  sent  one 
box  of  clothing,  which  postmaster  Daniel  Lombard  forwarded  to  the 
Boston  custodians  of  the  Greek  fund,  which  tunes  the  local  bai-d  to 
pipe  his  lay  :  — 

**  Alas  for  poor  Greece  I  must  she  drain  her  best  veins, 
And  find  but  a  sound  the  reward  of  her  pains  ?  " 

A  little  earlier  (1825),  at  a  meeting  in  the  court-house,  this  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  the  ad\nsability  of  forming  a  negro 
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colonization  society  :  Justice  Willard,  Simon  Sanborn,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Elijah  Blake,  Charles  Stearns,  Samuel  Bowles,  and  Geoi"ge 
Colton. 

The  town  was  now  making  marked  progress  in  numhei's  and  gen- 
eral appearance.  The  building  of  churches,  town-hnll,  the  opening 
of  the  square  on  Main  street,  and  like  improvements,  had  abided  a 
healthy  ambition  to  the  ancient  community.  In  January,  1826, 
George  Bliss  and  one  hundred  and  eleven  others  i)etitioned  that  the 
xdllage  proper  be  incorporated  into  a  police  and  fire  district,  that  the 
meadow  might  be  drained,  the  bix)ok  regulated,  and  streets  widened. 
There  was  a  natural  curiosity  to  know  exactly  the  local  ^wpulation,  and 
some  public-spirited  men  put  their  hands  in  their  ix)ckets,  counted 
noses,  and  in  1827  reix)i*ted  these  results:  Over  30,  males,  791; 
females,  803.  Over  1«,  males,  826;  females,  983.  Over  10, 
males,  357 ;  females,  410.  Under  10,  males,  707 ;  females,  827. 
Total,  5,764. 

The  population  of  the  village  in  1820  was  3,914,  showing  that  the 
tide  of  prosperity  had  indeed  begun.  Northampton  in  1827  had  a 
population  of  3,840,  and  West  Springfield  had  also  fallen  behind  the 
central  village.  The  rivalry  between  the  local  communities  con- 
tinued, but  the  chances  were  now  clearly  in  favor  of  the  mother 
town.     Hampden  county  in  1825  had  3,425  houses. 

The  Handel  and  Haydn  Society,  of  Springfield,  gave  their  firet  pub- 
lic concert  Sunday  evening,  June  17,  1827.  In  October,  1824,  the 
newly  organized  Hampden  Guanls  received  from  the  citizens  "  an 
elegant  standard,**  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colton  making  the  presentation 
speech. 

The  Fourth  of  July  celebration  of  the  first  half-century  of  the  re- 
public warmed  the  local  heart.  The  celebration  was  planned  at  a 
meeting  of  men  of  ''  all  parties,  religious  or  }X)litical,"  and  under 
the  special  direction  of  this  committee  of  citizens :  Col.  Roswell 
Lee,  Israel  K.  Trask,  John  ChalTee,  Samuel  Lathrop,  Joshua  Frost, 
Cahin  Burt,  Benjamin  Jenks,   Col.  Solon)on  Warriner,  Dr.  Reuben 
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Champion,  of  West  Springfield,  Adonajiuli  F<K)t,  .losepli  Hall,  .)r., 
Justin  Willartl,  John  Howard,  Alpheus  Nottleton,  ami  Maj.  K. 
Edwards.  The  Hampden  (iuaixls,  ronimande<l  bv  Captain  Nettletou, 
marched  from  the  Ham)Kleu  coffee-house  to  Dr.  Osiroo^rs  churcli, 
where  William  B.  Calhoun  ilelivere<l  an  oi*ation.  Dr.  Geoi^e  Fix>ast 
read  the  Declaration  of  Indei>endentv,  an<l  Colonel  Warriner,  with  the 
aid  of  a  large  chorus,  sang  an  o<le  written  by  Rev.  Mr.  Pealxxly. 
From  tlie  meeting-house  the  guards,  with  Col.  Han-ey  Cliapin,  Maj. 
Caleb  Rice,  and  Lieut.  Samuel  Reynolds,  mounteil,  marchiil  with  a 
great  crowd  and  band  music,  firing  of  cannon  and  ringing  of  l>ells, 
to  the  new  armory  store-houst*  on  State  street,  opjKjsite  the  Olivet 
church,  where  a  banquet  for  four  hundriH;!  was  spread.  Samiu*l 
Lathrop  and  Colonel  Iav  offered  the  toasts,  and  the  si>eakiiig  con- 
tinued until  dusk. 

In  Xoveml>er,  1^20,  a  banquet  was  given  at  the  Franklin  hotel  in 
honor  of  Col.  Roswell  Ia'c,  who  was  transferred  to  IIariH*r*s  F\*rr\-, 
Payma.ster  John  Chaffee  presiding.  Another  dinner  was  given  at 
Phelps's  hotel,  J.  Dwight,  Jr.,  at  the  head  of  the  table.  Tlu-  Fourth 
of  July  celebration  of  bs*J7  was  denounced  by  a  writer  in  the 
'*  Hami^den  Journal  "  as  an  "  anti-administration  celebration  : ''  but 
there  was  no  foundation  for  it  beyond  some  hissing  at  a  Ja<'kson 
toast.  This  was  considere<l  a  hit  at  Colonel  Lee.  who  had  ivlurned 
fi-om  Vii-ginia  to  the  armory. 

In  January,  182;'),  a  committee  of  the  Connecticut  River  AsMX*ia- 
tion  addressed  circulars  to  all  towns  interested  in  river  manufacture 
to  meet  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  February  1(>.  It  was  ]iroiK)sed  to  o|)en  the 
river  traffic  to  Lake  Memphremagog.  National  aid  was  ex}H»cted  in 
continuing  trade  comnumication  with  Canada.  A  shipment  of  lumber, 
which  had  to  Ije  carted  forty  miles  to  the  F>ie  canal,  thence  carried 
two  hundred  miles  to  Troy,  by  sloop  down  the  Hudson  to  the  Sound, 
up  the  Connecticut  to  Hartford,  and  then  tninsf erred  to  furniture  man- 
ufactories, tnmbled  the  visions  of  the  local  students  of  connnei-ce. 
The  project  of  connec*ting  the  river  at  IMlovvs  Falls  with  Boston  bv 
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a  canjil  was  also  talked  of,  but  engineers  preferred  to  strike  the  river 
at  Springfield.  The  Windsor  convention  ineniorialized  Congress  and 
took  steps  to  form  a  navigation  company.  A  largely  attended  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  was  held  at  the  Hampden  coflfee-honse,  May,  1825, 
to  consider  canals  and  river  tralKc.  It  was  resolved  that  a  Boston 
and  Springfield  canal  was  })racticabl(;  and  desirable,  and  that  the 
river  could  be  improved  so  as  to  admit  slooi)s  to  Springfield,  (ieorge 
Bliss  was  in  the  chair  and  Justice  Willard  was  secretary.  Delegates 
were  chosen  to  attend  a  meeting  at  Brookfield.  Mr.  Willard  was 
present  at  Greenfiehl  in  April,  where  a  Franklin  county  convention 
passed  resolutions  favoring  Connecticut  river  improvements ;  and  a 
few  weeks  later  a  convention  of  the  three  counties  at  (ireenfiehl  took 
similar  action,  George  Bliss  heading  a  committee  to  memorialize  the 
General  Court  on  the  subject. 

Says  a  writer  in  the  Boston  ''  Patriot,"  May,  1825  :  ^'  A  canal  from 
Springfield  to  lioston  will  render  our  harbor  the  mouth  of  the  Con- 
necticut river."  The  papers  of  the  State  were  filled  with  arguments 
pro  and  con,  and  every  step  of  the  engineers  connnissioned  to  survey 
the  Connecticut  and  a  canal  routi!  across  the  State  was  followed  with 
lively  interest.  Stages  were  rolling  along  regardless  of  the  new- 
fangled notions  of  transportation .  In  182(>  II.  Sargeant  advertised  a 
new  line  of  stages,  which  left  Springfield  daily  at  5  A.M.  for  Hart- 
ford, taking  the  west  side,  and  ivturning  at  7  P.M.,  for  $1.  This 
line  stopped  at  Phelps's  Springfield  hotel  (Kxchange  hotel).  The 
following  year  there  was  started  a  stage  line  from  Springfield  to 
Belchertown,  by  the  Factory  village, —  N.  B.  Moseley  &  Co.,  pm- 
prietors.  In  1828  still  another  line  was  startinl  between  Norwich  and 
Springfield,  the  distance  between  the  two  places  being  covered  in 
eleven  hours.  The  projirietors  were  N.  B.  Moseley,  of  Springfield, 
and  Landlords  Kinney  of  Norwich,  Abbe  of  Windham,  and  Smith 
of  Tolland. 

The  local  industries  were  making  a  fair  showing.  The  paper  mills 
of  I).  &  J.  Ames  were,  in  1825,  about  the  largest  in  the  United  States. 
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They  i*an  twelve  engines  and  <»ni])loyod  one  hundred  girls,  besides  many 
men  and  boys.  Lathrop  «&  Willanl  had  just  Ix^fore  this  built  a  four- 
engine  paper-mill,  "'10  miles  above  this  place."  N.  P.  Ames  ]>egan 
the  manufacture  of  cutlery  at  Cliicopee,  with  nine  hands,  in  1829. 
The  Ames  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorporated  in  18^54,  with  a 
capital  of  $.30,000. 

Mr.  Blancliaixl's  steam-carriage  was  exhibited  in  these  streets  in 
Noveml>er,  182<),  and  crt»ated  the  greatest  excitement.  A  bevel- 
geared  wheel,  running  parallel  with  tlie  carnage  wheels,  >\as  attached 
to  the  hind  axle-tree.  Pinion  wheels  plied  into  the  cogs  of  tliis  wheel, 
and  the  engine  attached  had  a  two-inch  cylinder,  the  l>oiler  holding 
three  gallons.     The  carriage  weighed  half  a  ton. 

Many  business  changes  had  taken  place  on  the  street.  Horace 
Lee,  who  came  from  Westfield,  was  running  a  chair-factory  in  a  brick 
building  on  the  east  side  of  North  Main  street,  and  had  a  rival  in 
Moses  V.  Beach,  who  ran  the  Springfield  cabinet  warehouse,  now 
Wright*s  cigar-shop :  William  W.  Wildman's  Springfield  comb 
factory  was  opiM>site  the  Springfield  hot<*l ;  WhitfieUl  Chapin  kept  a 
lumber-yard  at  the  east  end  of  the  bridge  over  tlie  Connecticut,  which 
passed,  in  1826,  to  Isaac  Humeston ;  Joseph  Bangs  had  a  forge  on 
Mill  river ;  Benjamin  Belcher  presided  over  the  Springfield  furnact* : 
Dennis  Cook  ran  a  copjx^r  and  sheet-iron  manufactory,  and  so  tlid 
Philip  Wilcox,  the  two  men  having  originally  been  in  business 
together  (Cook  &  Wilcox)  in  front  of  the  Springfield  brewery 
(Church  of  the  Unity)  ;  George  Colton  sold  lime,  hewn  stone,  and 
lumber;  Isaiah  Call  kept  stoves  (near  the  bank)  :  John  Hooker,  Jr., 
was  manager  of  the  Springfield  brewery ;  William  Childs  &  Co.,  who 
were  known  to  store  liquors  in  the  cellar  of  the  ]>resent  Congregational 
church,  owned  the  Sixteen  Acres  distillerv,  and  Kevnolds  &  Morris 
were  managei*s  of  the  Hamixlen  brewery.  Major  IngersoU  was 
their  clerk.  The  marble  yard  of  S.  D.  «&  W.  Sturges  was  one  door 
west  of  the  bank.  The  Springfield  Fire  Insurance  Company,  George 
Bliss,  Jr.,  secret4iry,  was  doing  a  gooil  business. 
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Daniel  Lombard  was  still  postmaster.  Tlie  bookstores  included 
G.  W.  Calender  (op|X)site  Court  square),  Robert  Russell  and  T. 
Dickman  (opposite  Springfield  flxchange  hotel).  E.  Edwards  and 
Sterns  &  Hunt  were  druggists ;  and  the  prominent  dry-goods  mer- 
chants were  John  W.  Dwight  (successor  of  D^vight  &  Col  ton).  Bangs, 
Stikes,  &  Co.,  D.  C.  Brewer,  Howard  &  Lathrop,  Bliss  &  Morns, 
Bontecou  «&  Hunt,  Ames  «fe  Reynolds,  Solomon  Warriner  &  Son, 
James  Brewer,  Gilbert  A.  Smith,  and  T.  A.  Merrick.  H.  Brewer 
sold  fish,  cheese,  etc. ;  Henry  Adams  was  watchmaker ;  Rand,  Bates, 
&  Co.,  curriers ;  Blake  &  Kendall  (opposite  Court  square),  l)oots  and 
shoes ;  E.  Stockbridge,  merchant  tailor ;  Lewis  Briggs,  groceries ; 
and  James  Mills,  fancy  goods  and  millinery ;  while  Luther  Grant 
advertised :  — 

**  Shorrevalp  and  Over'alls 
And  PanUiloon^i  he'll  make. 
Cutting  too  he'll  always  do 
And  will  no  cabbajare  take." 

Carlo  Smith  kept  a  glazing  establishment  in  the  rear  of  the  bank, 
and  Festus  Smith  ran  a  blacksmith  shop.  Reference  is  made  still  to 
the  "  Plainfield  Gate,'*  north  of  Col.  Quartus  Stebbins's  house. 

Business  changes  were  of  course  made  from  time  to  time,  but 
about  the  close  of  the  period  covered  by  this  chapter  Spencer  &  Orne 
had  a  crockery  store  north  of  the  Dwight  store.  Then  came  Elisha 
Edwards,  druggi.st  and  grocery  :  Ednmud  Rowland,  dry  goods  ;  Capt. 
Tom  Sargeant,  jeweller  ;  H.  Y.  Beach,  furniture  ;  Reynolds  &  Morris, 
dry  goods ;  Dr.  Brewer,  druggist,  in  the  dark  basement  of  which  was 
Henry  Brewer's  little  grocery ;  "  Springfield  Republican,"  north 
corner  of  Main  and  Sanfoifl  streets ;  Daniel  Bontecou,  with  Elliot's 
barber  shop  in  the  rear ;  Elijah  Blake,  shoemaker ;  Sterns  &  Spar- 
hawk,  druggists ;  Seth  Flagg,  jeweller,  and  William  Calender,  book- 
store ;  James  Wells,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes  (Metcalf  &  Luther)  ; 
Mr.  Tucker,  groceries  and  bottled  beer ;  Josiah  Howe,  with  black- 
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tiniitli  abop  in  the  ruai- ;  Roswt-ll  Loinbanl,  fanner  (Brigiimn's)  : 
C'oolulge  &  Sanderson,  batters ;  Mr.  Baker'is  shop :  Mr.  Ellii>t's  i-ed 
(Iwclling-house  (north  corner  of  Britlgf  and  Main  Htreet^)  ;  Emory's 
lane  (Lyman  eti^ft),  loading  to  tlie  large  Emery  pojitiirf,  where  half 
the  cows  of  tht'  village  were  paainred ;  Jeriy  Whalen's  house  (north 


corner  of  Main  and  Kerry  stri'cts)  :  and  Aina^a  I'ar^ons  (Frauklio 
street).  Other  placis  can  be  identified  by  the  map  accompanying 
this  vohnne. 

t>u  Armory  hill  Tilcston  tavern  was  a  lesort  of  note.  The  hill 
merchants  iuclnde<l  Bangs  &  Ely,  Flagg  &  Chapin  (uiililary  store), 
Avery  &  Stoddard,  llowdoin  &  C'aivw,  and  John  Hall.  Rand  & 
SlieiHtrtl  was  the  Armory  hill  Ixxit  firm   (Smith's  building).     Albert 


SPRINGFIELD,    1636-18S6,  393 


Moi-gan  kept  a  grocery  and  dry-goods  store,  and  Baker  ^  Holbrook 
owned  the  Hampden  furniture  estiiblisliinent  in  the  Carew  building. 
The  main  armory  Iniilding  was  burned  in  March,  1824,  and  during 
the  summer  three  fire-proof  buildings  were  put  up, — two  workshops 
and  a  store-house,  each  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long.  The  two 
hundred  and  sixty  men  employed  turned  out  forty  muskets  per  day. 

At  Chicopee,  Chapin  &  Bemis  were  the  leading  merchants.  The 
cotton  factories  on  the  (.'hicopee  river  l>elonging  to  the  Boston  & 
Springfield  Manufacturing  Company  were  begun  about  1823.  lu 
1826  there  were  two  brick  five-story  factories,  with  seven  thousand 
spindles  and  two  hundred  and  forty  looms,  and  there  were  about 
twenty  tenement  houses  for  oi^eratives  with  accommoiiations  for  fifty- 
four  families. 

On  March  4,  1825,  the  inauguration  of  John  Quincy  Adams  was 
ol)served  by  a  iK)litical  dinner  at  the  Hampden  coffee-house,  the  report 
being  of  a  ''  style  which  does  credit  to  Colonel  Russell."  Colonel  Lee 
presided,  and  J.  D wight,  Jr.,  was  chosen  vice-president.  There  was 
some  iK)litical  rancor  in  the  speeches,  but  patriotism  prevailed.  John 
Mills  and  Justice  Willard  were  elected  State  senators  in  April,  the  latter 
only  after  a  contest  before  the  Legislature  with  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr. 
The  representatives  in  1826  were  George  Bliss,  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr., 
William  B.  Caliioun,  William  H.  FostcT,  and  Jesse  Pendleton. 

In  1826,  when  Solonum  Hatch  was  nominated  for  register  of  deeds, 
an  ardent  republican  <*losed  a  long  appeal  in  support  of  Hatch  by 
remarking  that  Hatch  is  "•  not  less  honest  nor  less  capable  than  the 
present /a?H////  hicunil>ent,  who  has,  as  yet,  little  reason  to  know  that 
he  does  not  hold  tiie  office  as  an  heirloom  from  his  ancestors,  but  as 
the  free  gift  of  a  free  ix'ople."  Tliis  was  a  signal  for  a  spirited  charge 
uix)n  Edward  Pynchon,  who  had  been  register  since  the  formation  of 
the  county,  in  1812.  The  discussion  was  narrowed  from  the  principle 
of  rotation  in  oflice  to  the  business  habits  of  both  estimable  gentlemen, 
and  sundry  inTgularities  in  land  transactions  were  charged  and  denied 
in  rapid  succession.     Pynchon  was  reelected  by  a  large  majority. 
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S<fnator  John  Mills  intrcKlueecl  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors, 
at  Boston,  in  I82f>.  the  object  of  which  was  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt,  and  it  passed  thxit  body  almost  unanimously.  Justice  Will- 
ard's  action  in  opposing  his  colleague  cn*ated  some  talk.  Mr.  Mills 
was  a  candidate  against  Webster,  in  1><27.  for  the  United  States 
Senate.  It  was  when  Mills  was  president  of  the  State  Senate,  in 
1828,  that  he  created  some  local  contention  by  coming  out  for  Jack- 
son, and  declined  Wing  a  candidate  for  rei'lectiou.  William  B. 
Calhoun  al?>o  cn-ated  local  heart-burnings  by  opposing  a  resolution 
in  favor  of  the  Adams  administration.  Mr.  Calhoun  had  been  electeii 
twice  to  the  House  without  opi)osition.  and.  nt  that  time,  at  least,  was 
not  considered  a  party  man.  He  was  retumeil  to  the  Legislature  in 
1828,  and  Wcame  sjx^aker.  The  full  list  of  Spriugfield  representa- 
tives were :  William  B.  Calhoun,  Fred  A.  Packard,  Jesse  Pendleton, 
William  H.  Foster,  Simon  Sanl)om,  Geoi^e  Bliss,  Jr.,  and  William 
Childs. 

The  poor-house,  which  was  built  iu  1802,  was  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  North  Main  street,  between  Auburn  and  Seventh  streets,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  wooden  building  a<ljoining  the  brick  residence 
of  Miss  Angeline  Stebbins.  Up  to  1824  the  inmates  hail  numbered 
one  hundred  and  fiftv  males  and  sixtv-five  females,  besides  a  number 
of  children  ;  deaths,  thirt}' ;  total  exj)enses,  $14,120.  The  firet  over- 
seers of  the  Main-street  iKK)r-house  were  Zebina  Stebbins,  William 
Smith,  John  Hooker,  William  Kly,  and  Cahin  Stebbins.  The  board 
organized  iu  May,  1802,  with  Mr.  Hooker,  clerk. 

In  August  Calvin  Stebbins  was  made  master  of  the  work-house. 
He  promulgate<l  a  rule  that  no  inmate  should  have  any  iimi  or  ardent 
spirits  not  furnished  by  him,  on  pain  of  Wing  put  in  the  stocks,  not 
exeeefling  three  houre  at  a  time.  We  put  the  account  of  the  ixx)r  and 
work-house  in  this  chapter  in  order  to  give  i>oint  to  the  action  of  the 
town-meeting  in  182;»,  when  a  committee  was  apix)inted  to  consider 
the  condition  of  the  iK>or.  This  committee  deplored  the  fact  that 
the  inmates  were  given  so  small  an  allowance  of  liquor.     The  com- 
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niittee  also  lamented  the  decadence  of  the  original  idea  of  the  poor- 
house,  which  should  also  be  a  work-house.  This  matter  was  agitated 
again  the  year  following,  Rolx^rt  Kmery  and  George  Bliss  drawing  up 
an  exhaustive  report.  The  town,  and  particularly  the  selectmen, 
were  taken  to  task  for  allowing  pauperism  lo  spread.  They  went  into 
history,  showed  that  the  original  New  England  idea  was  that  the 
town  should  maintain  })ublic  worship,  schools,  highways,  and  the 
poor,  etc.  ;  but  then  (1824)  churches  were  taking  care  of  themselves  ; 
the  law  obliging  the  rich  to  pay  for  the  ix)or  was  continually  attacked, 
tolls  had  been  substituted  for  highway  taxes,  while  "  the  poor  are  to 
be  thrown  not  upon  those  who  are  able,  but  xx\)on  those  who  are  will- 
ing to  maintain  them."  To  which  a  town  committee  resix)uded  by 
giving  the  historical  fact  that  '"  our  ancestors  came  to  this  country  a 
very  short  time  after  the  English  poor  rule  system  was  adopted  and 
after  there  had  lH*en  full  trial  of  the  system  of  begging  in  England 
both  before  and  after  Popery  was  al)olished  and  Monasteries  sup- 
pressed." 

In  1825  the  schools  were  also  thoroughly  looked  into.  Total 
numlwM'  between  the  age  of  four  and  sixteen  was  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  six.  It  was  found  that  some  schools  had  been  closed 
for  want  of  funds,  and  some  partly  supported  by  private  subscriptions. 
"None  of  the  schools,"  so  runs  the  re^wrt,  "have  kept  pace  with 
the  improvements  and  advancements  in  the  science  of  instruction." 

Mention  is  made  of  the  "  inductive  system,"  whose  "  light  has 
iK'en  but  faintly  shed  upon  the  free  schools  of  Springfield."  A  school 
counnittee  was  at  once  appointed,  headed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
including  the  clergymen  of    the  town. 

We  add  the  selectmen  for  sevenil  years,  for  convenient  reference  : 
Selectmen  for  1822,  Jesse  Pendleton,  Solomon  Hatch,  William  Childs, 
Joseph  Carew,  and  Simon  Sanborn;  182.5,  John  Hooker,  Robert 
P^mery,  Israel  E.  Trask,  Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  Pease  ; 
182 1,  Jesse  Pendleton,  Solomon  Hatch,  Wdliam  Rice,  George  Colton, 
and   Allen  Bangs  ;   1825,  Solomon  Hatch,   George  Colton,  William 
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Rice,   Allen   Bangs,  and    Hridgnian   Chapin ;    1826,    AVilliam  Rice, 
Joshua  Frost,  Bridgman  Chapin,  Harvey  Chapin,  and  Solomon  Hatx-h. 

We  ni:ike  a  i)eriod  at  1831,  for  during  that  year  the  old  Pynchon 
manor-house  on  Main  street  was  pulled  down,  by  what  ill-advice  we 
know  not.  It  had  figured  in  history  and  fiction,  was  indeed  so  an- 
cient that  the  local  newspaiKM*  notices  occasioned  by  its  demolition 
were  not  accurate.  Fiction  first  lK)rroweil  from  history?  and  then  his- 
lory  from  fiction.  By  August  the  building  was  pretty  well  de- 
molished. Men  stood  n)ournfully  about  the  ancient  site  where  Will- 
iam Pvnchon  had  built  his  modest  house,  and  John  Pvnchon  this 
palace  fort,  and  vainly  protested  against  its  removal. 

In  philanthropic  and  literary  matters  the  aggressive  spirit  was  pi*o- 
nounceil.  The  Springfield  lyceum  was  in  its  glory.  Debates  and 
lectures  followed  in  rapid  succession.  The  soft-tongued  Peabody, 
the  learned  and  serious  Calhoun,  the  prismatic  and  }X)pular  Geoi^e 
Ashnmn,  the  painstaking  and  candid  Willanl,  in  turn  addressed  the 
lyceum ;  and  among  other  lecturers  were  William  C.  Dwight,  Thomas 
Dwight,  Lieutenant  Tyler,  Dr.  L.  W.  Belden,  Rev.  B.  Putnam, 
Samuel  Bowles,  William  Bliss,  :kl,  and  J.  B.  Eldridge. 

The  society  for  the  promotion  of  temi)ei*ant»e  had  made  substantial 
advances.  It  had  been  an  ancient  custom  to  have  beer  on  the  table. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  century  l>eer  had  given  place  to  hard  liquore. 
The  society  had  already  induced  many  to  remove  the  spu'its  from  the 
table.  Even  at  gatherings  of  militia  and  other  organizations  less 
liquor  was  drunk.  This  nu*ant  nmch  for  Springfield.  Pai-son  How- 
ard was  president  of  the  society  in  1828,  and  at  the  meeting  m  Mr. 
Pealxxly's  church  in  SepU'ml)er  John  Hooker  was  chosen  vice-presi- 
dent and  William  B.  Calhoun  corresi)onding  secretary.  George  Ban- 
croft was  present,  and  standing  upon  a  chair  made  a  ringing  tem- 
perance si)eech.  The  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  in  Springfield  had 
decreased  one-half  since  the  previous  year,  and  the  society  was  en- 
couraged to  continue  its  noble  work. 

llie  Springfield  debating  society   was  at  this   time   in  full  blast. 
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Specimen  question:  "-Are  well-regulated  theatres  injurious  to  hu- 
manity ?  "  Probal>ly  not  five  per  cent,  of  the  debaters  had  <'ver  been 
inside  of  a  theatre.  In  August,  1829,  came  the  first  annual  examina- 
tion of  the  Springfield  High  School :  average  age  of  the  boys,  twelve  ; 
number,  fifty ;  special  etticiency  in  algebra,  natural  philoso})hy,  and 
mental  arithmetic,  reflecting  the  connnereial  trend  of  the  day.  The 
infant  school,  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  numbered  sixty.  One  was 
started  also  near  Ames's  mills.  It  was  in  1821)  when  Miss  Havvkes 
opened  a  young  women's  seminary  here  with  eighty  and  more  pupils. 

The  triumph  of  the  Jackson  party  in  national  politics  intensified 
the  feeling  locally  for  some  time,  even  to  the  invasion  of  patriotic 
events.  March  4,  1820,  was  a  famous  day  in  Springfield.  The  im- 
agination of  the  man  of  battlefields  challenging  conflicting  feelings. 
Cannon  was  thundering  at  daybreak  on  Armory  hill  and  again  at 
noon,  and  a  few  houis  later  artillery  was  drawn  into  Court  square, 
where  Jackson  powder  was  burned  for  a  long  time.  Meantime  one 
of  the  new  })ublic  storehouses  was  transformed  into  a  banquet-room, 
and  fully  two  hundred  and  fifty  gathered  about  the  lioard,  delegates 
coming  in  from  neighboring  towns.  Before  the  banquet  Sanmel 
Johnson,  of  Chester,  delivered  an  oration.  The  banquet-room  was 
elaborately  decorated.  Colonel  Lee  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and 
John  Chaffee  assisted  at  the  bottom  as  vice-president.  We  have  no 
such  days  now.  In  the  evening  the  hall  of  the  Hampden  coffee- 
house, "'  where  so  much  good  living  and  fine  dancing  has  bi»en  seen," 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  John  Quincy  Adams  men.  They 
were  cheered  by  a  band  of  music  and  a  good  supper,  and,  '*  willing  to 
hope  for  the  best,  were  rather  disposed  to  Ik*  merry  than  sad." 

Fourth  of  July  was  made  the  occasion  of  another  display  of 
patriotism  decked  with  the  robes  of  party  ;  a  banquet  was  served  at 
the  armory,  and  a  young  man  stationed  on  the  field  of  ordnance  yard 
swung  a  flag  when  each  speaker  sat  down,  which  was  the  signal  for  a 
voile v  of  cannon. 

The  removal  of  Postmaster  I^ombard  was  the  first  realizing  evi- 
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denee  that  there  was  a  new  President.  I^)nibanrs  successor  was 
Albert  Morgan.  A  protest,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  business  men 
of  the  town,  was  forwarded  to  AVashington  ;  but  it  was  useless.  It 
was  the  day  of  Jacksonianism,  with  all  that  implies.  November, 
1829,  Charles  Howard  was  apiK)inted  paymaster  and  military  store- 
keeper at  the  armory,  vice  John  Chaffee,  wliicli  caused  tht  anti- 
administration  ists  again  to  cast  reflections  upon  the  *•  new  scheme  of 
rewards  and  punishments."  Major  Ilowaixl  w:is  said  to  have  been,  in 
1823,  one  of  tlie  only  three  Jackson  men  in  the  county. 

In  1829  William  B.  Calhoun  was  unanimously  elected  s|>eaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  at  Boston,  the  fii-st  time  in  its  history, 
which  caused  the  "  Boston  Courier"  to  remark  that  the  Connecticut 
valley  "'  may  feel  proud  of  its  present  distinction."  Samuel  Lathro]), 
of  AVest  Springfield,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  at  this  time  president 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Fourth  of  Julv  of  1830  was  celebrat^l  l»y  the  colonization 
society  of  the  local  branch,  of  which  Samuel  Bowles  was  secretary, 
by  special  contributions  taken  in  the  churches,  the  Fourth  falling  on 
Sunday.  On  Monday  there  was  the  usual  celebration  on  the  hill, 
managed  by  the  Jacksonians,  while  the  Hamixlen  Guanls  paraded 
with  Henry  Clay  banners,  and  dined  at  the  Springfield  hotel.  Some 
enterprising  women  of  the  town  organized  a  patriotic  tea-party  the 
day  following  at  Worthington  grove,  east  of  the  Worthington  house. 
The  Springfield  artillery  were  encamped  there  under  Captain  Dwight : 
a  liberty-pole  had  been  put  up  and  hung  with  evergreens,  and  suj>- 
porting  astral  lamps  properly  decorated.  The  tea  was  followed  by 
music,  dancing,  and  a  gay  time  generally,  participated  in  by  over  a 
thousand  people. 

Masonry  and  ix)litic«  were  becoming  wofully  mixed.  The  anti- 
masonic  party  had  put  up  Samuel  Lathrop,  of  West  Springfield,  as 
candidate  for  governor  against  Le\i  Lmcoln.  Indignant  "  national 
republicans "  of  the  county  met  at  Springfield  November  1,  1831^ 
Festus  Foster,  of  Brimfield,  in  the  chair,  and   Sanmel  Bowles  secre- 
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tary.  They  demanded  that  IVIr.  Lathrop  should  submit  his  letter  to 
the  anti-masonic  convention,  Jonathan  D wight,  George  Ashmun,  and 
Simon  Sanborn  being  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose.  ]VIr. 
Lathrop  replied  that  he  would  produce  the  letter,  provided  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  action  of  the  meeting.  Nothing  came  of  this  cor- 
respondence, and  the  committee  printed  a  statement  that  Mr.  I^athrop 
had  shown  his  letter  of  acceptance  of  the  anti-masonic  nomination  to 
Oliver  B.  Morris,  R.  A.  Chapman,  and  others  before  it  was  sent. 
Lathrop  in  his  letter  had  spoken  highly  of  Governor  Lincoln,  and  had 
disapproved  of  the  nomination  of  Wirt,  for  President,  as  an  anti- 
mason,  and  called  himself  a  friend  of  Henry  Clay.  Lathrop  had 
finally  concluded  to  break  from  the  whigs. 

Two  new  actors  had  appeared  upon  the  local  stage,  —  George 
Ashmun  and  Reuben  Atwater  Chapman.  These  two  young  men 
drifted  to  Springfield  from  Blandford,  and  formed  the  law  firm  of 
Chapman  &  Ashmun.  One  rose  to  be  chief- justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  while  the  other  was  invited  bv  his  fellow-citizens  into  the  field 
of  politics,  and  figured  honorably  and  brilliantly  in  national  affairs. 

The  old  English  rules  of  common-law  pleading  had  a  partial  hold 
of  the  State  courts  at  that  time,  and  it  was  the  custom  for  young 
lawyers  to  associate  older  members  of  the  bar  with  them  as  counsel. 
But  the  young  firm  introduced  an  innovation  that  was,  at  once,  pro- 
nounced glaringly  impertinent.  Judge  Chapman,  in  his  later  days, 
often  reverted  to  the  storm  of  resentment  that  both  were  compelled 
to  meet.  Judges  frowned  uix)n  the  young  men,  giants  of  the  law 
were  covered  with  sardonic  smiles  or  frigid  glances,  and  even  their 
patron,  District  Attorney  Wells,  of  Greenfield,  revealed  his  an- 
noyance. Ashmun  was  quick,  facile,  and  witty,  while  Chapman  was 
"sarcastic  and  tremendously  saucy,"  to  use  the  words  of  an  aged 
resident  who  remembers  the  dramatic  entree  of  this  firm  upon  its  nota- 
ble career.  Those  were  (lavs  when  it  was  not  considered  out  of 
place  to  call  out  the  heavy  ordnance  over  very  insignificant  causes. 
"  A  jackal !  "  cried  Chapman,  in  reference  to  a  man  wlio  was  pursu- 
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ing  his  client,  as  he  tliought,  too  closely.  ''A  defender  of  jackals," 
he  added  in  low-voiced  severity,  glancing  at  Mr.  Wells.  The  Gri'eu- 
field  attorney  rose,  white  with  indignant  emotion.  He  pictured  the 
birth  of  the  child  Reuben  Chapman  on  the  shores  of  Russell  |X)nd, 
his  farm-work,  his  weighing  sugar  in  a  country  store,  and,  finally,  the 
kindly  aid  e-xtended  him  by  the  speaker.  **  And  this  is  the  return  for 
my  kind  offices  !  "  Young  Mr.  Chapman  looked  ver}'  sober,  but  the 
figure  of  the  jackal  would  not  down,  and  the  prosecuting  attorney 
made  no  headway  against  the  bm*glarwhom  Chapman  was  defending. 

Mr.  Cha]>mau  might  be  calh'd  a  wheel-horse  to  the  legal  car 
rather  than  a  brightly  capai'isoned  leader.  His  days  were  spent  in 
laborious  application.  He  was  learned,  courtly,  kind,  set ;  his  pleas 
were  moilels  of  brevity,  but  disclose  no  imaginative  and  but  slight 
forensic  quality.  He  contributed  little  to  the  amusement  of  tiie  bar. 
but  much  to  its  form  of  legal  practice.  Mr.  Chapman  seemed  bre<l 
and  trained  for  the  express  puriK>se  of  contributing  to  the  great  task 
of  sweeping  away  the  mass  of  technicalities  involved  in  civil  practice. 
Before  he  could  become  a  maker  of  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth, 
however,  he  was  comj^elled  to  climb  into  notice,  both  giving  and 
taking  hard  blows. 

The  Hamixlen  bar  needed  neither  coh>r  nor  incident  fifty  years  and 
more  ago ;  but  it  did  need  new  blood,  and  this  it  got  in  gooil  measun- 
with  tlie  law  firm  of  Chapman  &  Ashnmn.  These  men  were  in  a  way 
complements  of  each  other.  Chapman  was  a  man  of  books  ;  Ashmun 
was  a  man  of  action.  Political  lionoi*s  kno<*ked  at  Mr.  Ashmuu's 
door,  and  it  was  within  his  grasp  to  play  a  national  part.  He  did  to 
a  certain  extent,  but  the  creditable  lack  of  a  desire  for  pei*sonal  pre- 
fennent  prevented  that  cohesion  of  i>olitical  action  and  ambition 
which  is  an  element  in  conspicuous  careers. 

Springfield  never  made  to  the  great  public  the  gift  of  a  character 
about  which  is  associated  more  good-humor,  genial  humanity,  brighter 
morality,  or  more  dignified  elotpience  than  that  of  George  Ashmun. 
The  lover  of  old  times  delights  to  this  day  to  tell  how  he  would  drop 


'%.  ////,. 


SPRINGFIELD,    1636-1886.  401 

in  of  an  afternoon,  ''  rub  his  nose  and  take  some  snuff,"  and  awake 
the  pleasantries  of  cordial  conversation.  The  more  serious  read  his 
political  addresses,  pitched  in  lofty  sentiment,  while  the  gossips 
treasure  a  fund  of  anecdote  concerning  him.  He  had  the  rare  faculty 
of  hospitality  which  is  sj)ontaneous  without  being  familiar.  If  the 
tradition  of  the  town  is  authority,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  occasions 
in  our  local  annals  was  the  dinner  given  by  Mr.  Ashmun  to  Thackeray, 
the  P^nglish  novelist.  We  have  the  word  of  ''  The  Republican," 
long  since  recorded,  that  the  "  company  floated  out  for  hours  on  a 
tide  of  humor,  of  brilliant  gossip  and  suggestive  criticism,  in  which 
Mr.  Ashmun  was  astonishingly  seconded  by  his  friend  from  Green- 
field, the  most  brilliant  table -talker  in  America  (George  T.  Davis)  ; 
so  that  even  Thackeray,  accustomed  to  the  finest  society  of  England 
as  well  as  America,  often  laid  down  his  knife  and  fork,  —  a  thing  he 
was  not  wont  to  <lo  without  occasion,  —  and  listened  or  applauded 
with  wonder." 

With  the  decline  of  training-day,  and  the  nmltiplication  of  special 
feast  days,  si)rang  up  a  number  of  special  military  organizations  that 
graced  many  a  festal  occasion  and  covered  the  town  with  glory.  Tlie 
old  artillery  company,  organized  before  the  War  of  1812,  was  the  admi- 
ration and  wonder  of  these  parts.  This  company  had  a  couple  of  six- 
l)ounders  which  were  kept  at  the  foot  of  P^lm  street,  near  the  gate  of 
the  old  cemetery.  The  dark  blue  coats,  and  belts  with  big  brass 
buckles,  still  linger  fondly  in  the  memory,  liut  it  was  the  Hampden 
(Guards,  already  alluded  to,  that  took  the  lasting  honors  for  socio- 
military  prowess.  This  organization  included  pretty  much  the  flower 
of  Springlield,  over  which  commanded  in  succession  Alpheus  Nettle- 
ton  (father  of  Colonel  Nettleton,  of  Governor  Ames's  staff),  Solomon 
Warriner,  Jr.,  Captain  Hates,  and  others.  The  Hamixlen  Guards 
wore  white  trowsers,  tall  leather  caps,  blue  dress  coats  with  bt»ll 
butt<nis  and  standing  collars.  The  local  organizations  often  partici- 
pated in  the  May  trainings,  and  always  in  the  fall  muster,  when  the 
militia  of  the  county  rendezvoused  for  Inspection  and  parade  and  sham- 
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battle.  The  fields  adjoiniiig  North  Main  street,  the  '*  rye  field  "  on 
the  hill  (MeKnightville),  and  West  Springfield  have  been  the  scenery 
of  these  martial  displays.  In  the  autumn  of  1828,  at  a  meeting  heru 
of  the  First  Regiment  (1st  Brigade,  4th  Division  Artillery),  Lieut. - 
Col.  Galen  Ames  was  electeil  colonel  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Gootl- 
man,  and  Maj.  Da\id  Moseley  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel.  It 
was  noticed,  by  the  way,  that  no  liquor  was  passed  round  on  this 
occasion. 

In  1824,  the  Governors  Foot  (Guards,  of  Hartford,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Putnam,  made  a  return  Nisit  to  Springfield  in  the 
"  lilnnchard  '*  in  Aucrust,  1824.  Thev  were  welcomed  bv  the  select- 
men.  a  company  of  sixty  horsemen,  the  Hamp<len  Guanls,  Springfield 
Artillerv,  and  a  larce  crowd.  Colonel  Ames  commanded  the  militarv, 
ami  Colonel  Nettletou  the  ci\iliary.  They  repainnl  to  Ordnance 
yard,  and  a  banquet  followe<l.  There  was  a  reception  in  the  town- 
hall  in  the  evening.  Tlie  next  day  there  was  nmch  marching,  and 
also  siH'eches  by  Colonel  Ames,  Judge  ^lorris,  Major  Putnam,  and 
othei'S.  Tlie  llamiKlen  (iuanls  were  conunandiHl  by  Captain  War- 
riner.  and  llie  artillery  by  Captain  Dwight.  Warriner  had  been 
elected  captain  of  the  light  infantry  company  of  the  Hamixlen  Guards 
in  January.  Capt.  Uenjamin  J.  Boardman,  of  Hartfonl.  dieil  sud- 
tlenly  in  his  ))ed  at  the  HumiM.len  coffee-house,  during  the  visit  of  the 
Foot  (iuanls.  whicii  lent  a  tragic  view  to  the  otherwise  i)erfect  occa- 
sion. In  OctolxT  of  that  year  the  artillery  regiment  (Col.  (i.  Ames) 
and  the  infantry  regiment  (Col.  1).  Wo(xl)  were  reviewed  in  this 
town  )>v  (xeneral  Warner.  The  First  and  Second  ivgiments  of 
infantrv.  un<ler  Colonels  W<mk1  an<l  Klv.  with  the  local  artillerv  com- 
pany,  all  commanded  by  Brigadier-CTcneral  Warner,  were  reviewed 
C)ctober  7.  18:»0.  in  this  town,  by  31  a jor-( General  Sheldon.  They 
made  a  fine  api>eai*ance  and  drew  a  big  crowd,  who  improved  the  day 
by  ''  stowing  away  oysters,  gingerbread,  etc.,  well  pepi)ereil  with 
dust,  and  seem<Ml  as  nuK-h  fatigued  with  the  laln^rs  of  the  day  as  the 
military.'*    The  Hamixlen  Guanls  received  in  this  month  a  *'  splendid 
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3taD<iui'(l  "  fi-oiii  tht  cilizfiis.  Colouel  Nettleton  iniide  the  iiVfKeiitji- 
tion  speech,  and  En:^ign  Spencer  resixjndwl.  The  following  yeai', 
Lieut.  Erastus  M.  Bates  wns  elected  cnptain  of  the  llnmpdeu  Guards, 


vice  Capt.  Sol,)iiioii  W'aiTiiier,  Jr.,  n-si-rnt-.l.  Caiitaiii  Wairiiier's  hunt 
militarv  act  vinf-  to  i-iiiTV  tlie  stsuidard  to  I'itMlcId,  where  the  (;re3-s 
received  tlieiii  in  their  best  style.  Tlicir  appearance  was  applaiuled 
upon  all  sides,  and  a  sarcastic  i-eiiiark  in  a  Xorthnniptoa  [japer  aliont 
the  Giiai-ds  shows  that  the  green-eyed  nionstvr  knew  n  jro(Kl  thing 
when  he  saw  it. 

Itut  what  of  the  condition  of  the  town  in  tliese  days?    Ix-t  the 
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following  table,  gathered  from  the  records  for  1831,  speak: 
Population  (about),  G,700 ;  dwelling-houses,  722;  stores,  ware- 
houses, and  shops  118;  barns,  580;  cotton  factories  (370  looms), 
3  ;  bleaohery,  1  ;  paper-mills,  3  ;  printing-olfices,  o  ;  gnst-mills,  5  ; 
saw-mills,  7  ;  card  factories,  2 ;  carding-machine,  1  ;  fulling-mill,  1  ; 
breweries,  2;  distilleries,  2:  tan-houses,  3 ;  tillage  lands  (acres), 
.'),301  ;  meadow,  1,807;  horses,  389;  oxen,  321  ;  cows,  474;  steers 
and  heifers,  237 ;  sheep,  054  ;  newspaiK^re,  4.  Armory  pro|>erty  is 
not  here  enumerated.  The  town  had  increased  in  population  2,870 
between  1820  and  1830,  when  the  figures  were  6,784.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  county  in  1829  was  33,000.  Much  attention  was  now 
paid  to  village  improvements. 

New  streets  were  being  laid  out.  In  1828  Charles  Stearns  was  ap- 
pointed to  widen  and  dee|>en  a  part  of  tiic  town  brook,  for  which  he 
used  1,500  feet  cf  block  stone,  over  10,000  bricks,  and  9,000  feet  of 
planking.  There  was  a  bit  of  what  now  seems  vandalism  attendmg 
these  improvements.  In  May,  1829,  Charles  Stearns  proposed  to 
cut  down  an  ancient  elm  sUindmg  on  Main  street,  near  the  land  of 
George  BKss,  in  order  to  carry  out  tiie  work  of  draining  the  meadow 
by  enlarging  the  lirook.  The  elm  was  in  the  way,  and  nmch  feeling 
was  caused  by  the  plan  to  cut  it  down.  The  Blisses  applied  to 
Chief-Justice  Parker  for  an  injunction,  which,  after  a  learned  argu- 
ment, wjis  denied,  and  the  elm  fell.  It  stood  on  Main  street,  opiX)8ite 
Bliss  street ;  a  handsome  elm  stood  in  the  yard  of  James  Bliss, 
which  was  cut  down  in  1853.  A  West  Springfield  fanner,  it  is 
said,  gathereil  some  seeds  under  this  tree,  sowed  them,  and  in  due 
time  traded  elm  saplings  for  a  cemetery  lot,  whence  came  the  ave- 
nue of  elms  leading  to  the  iH'autiful  ^laple-street  entrance  of  the 
cemetery.  The  oldest  elm  on  Court  square  was  planted  by  the 
Pynchon  family,  according  to  tradition,  and  was  a  large  tree  at 
the  Revolution.  It  is  understood  that  the  tree  at  the  north-east 
comer  of  Court  squaiv  was  set  out  by  Mrs.  Charles  Sheldon  in 
what  was  then  her  door-yard.     The  other  trees  in  the  squai'e  weiv 
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planted  in  1829,  by  Major  lugersoll,  David  A.  Adams,  and  otliei-s. 
Tiie  subscription  to  meet  this  expense  was  signed  l)y  Daniel 
Boutecon,  Ebenezer  Russell,  William  Dwight,  George  Bliss,  Ben- 
jamin Day,  Henry  Sargent,  and  others. 

One  of  the  trees  which  figures  in  "  The  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast 
Table  "  stood  on  Barnes's  lot,  on  the  old  line  between  the  Dwight 
pasture  and  the  Pynchon  lot.  It  was  called  the  largest  tree  in  New 
England,  and  Dr.  Holmes  calls  it  one  of  the  very  largest.  At  its 
most  slender  girth,  which  was  about  two  and  a  half  feet  from  the 
ground,  it  measured  twenty-eight  feet  in  circumference.  It  stood 
but  a  few  feet  from  the  brook  which  flowed  thmugh  the  lot  and  there 
joined  the  town  brook  along  the  side  of  Main  street,  and  one  could 
almost  sit  under  its  great  branches  and  catch  the  trout  which 
al>ounded  in  the  stream.  The  rails  of  the  fences  for  which  the  old 
tree  was  the  union  i)ost  had  been  placed  against  it  so  long  that  it  is 
said  the  tree  had  grown  around  them.  In  July,  1858,  the  eastern 
half  felL  but  the  other  half  stood  until  April,  18<)4.  The  tree  in  front 
of  the  Elm-street  school-house  was  planted  by  Dr.  William  Seldon, 
who  lived  on  the  site  of  the  Elm-street  sch(M)l,  over  one  hundred 
years  ago,  and  despite  some  attempts  to  have  it  cut  down  still  stands. 
A.  D.  Briggs  saved  this  tree  when  the  school-house  was  built,  in 
1867,  from  being  destroyed  to  give  a  little  more  sidewalk  rfX)m. 

There  was  another  elm  opix)site  Worthington  street,  on  the  east 
side  of  Main,  which  was  cut  down  wiien  that  street  was  laid  out  in 
1841.  This  tree  was  often  called  the  '*  offering  tree,''  as  the  dense 
shade  of  the  tree  and  the  unfrequented  neighborhood  made  a  favorite 
resort.  The  roots  of  the  tree  protruded  in  a  snarl  on  the  south 
path.  We  liave  l)efore  spoken  of  tiie  tives  in  North  ^lain  street 
which  were  set  out  in  1770,  by  Maj.  Joseph  Stebbins  and  his  son, 
Festus  Stebbins.  Mr.  Stebbins  brought  the  trees  from  West  Spring- 
field on  his  back  and  in  a  boat.  The  row  formerlv  extended  from 
Carew  street  to  Cypress  stn^et,  but  it  has  l>een  reduced  so  that  there 
are  but  five  elms  and  a  !)ut  ton-ball  of  the  original  row  standing.     The 
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row  ot  elms  on  Ueiitoii  park  was  set  out  by  Stephen  ().  Kussell  in  1885, 
and  Mr.  Rnssell  set  ont  many  other  trees.  The  trees  for  a  great 
part  in  the  armory  grounds  were  planted  under  the  supervision  of 
Major  Ingersoll,  who  must  be  called  one  of  the  patron  saints  of 
Arbor  Day.  There  is  a  large  elm  nearly  opposite  the  Olivet  cinn'ch 
which  was  native  where  it  stands.  The  Federal-street  trees  were  set 
out  under  General  Whitney's  administration.  Another  fine  8i)ecinien 
of  the  old  elms  is  the  one  near  York  street  on  Main  street.  The 
tree  near  the  Memorial  church  is  a  very  fine  specimen.  The  two 
magnificent  trees  on  State  street,  just  above  Klliott,  were  set  out  by 
Capt.  William  Childs  about  1882.  Charles  Stearns  moved  an  elm 
from  his  garden  to  the  street  in  front  of  his  residence  and  carefully 
watered  and  cared  for  it.  It  stands  on  the  corner  of  ^laple  and 
Union  streets,  and  is  sometimes  called  the  Stearns  elm. 

In  1880  the  Springfield  fire  <lepartment  was  incorporated,  and  here 
follows  the  first  officers :  Klijah  Blake,  chief  engineer ;  (leorge  Bliss, 
first  assistant ;  Simon  Sanborn,  second  assistant ;  Edwhi  Booth,  third 
assistant.  The  fire  wardens  were  Charles  Sti*arns,  Charles  Ilowanl, 
Joseph  Lombard,  .Jr.,  Silas  Stedman,  Stephen  C.  Bemis,  Samuel 
Henshaw,  William  Childs,  Theodore  Bliss,  Allen  Bangs,  Ithamer 
GocKlman,  and  Charles  .1.  I'pham.  Elijah  Blake  was  the  soul  of  this 
department,  and  stands  now  as  the  father  of  Springfield  fire  de])art- 
ment.  An  engine-house  had  been  built  in  182()  (corner  Sanford 
and  Market  streets) . 

P^vidence  of  lawless  men  abounded  in  those  davs,  and  the  author- 
ities  had  their  hands  full  for  a  time.  In  1828  a  number  of  bold  bur- 
glaries took  ])lace,  and  the  people  began  to  know  the  value  of  lock 
and  key.  I'p  to  the  War  of  1H12  no  one  bolted  the  door  of  their 
residence  in  the  town.  This  was  true,  by  the  way,  of  most  of  the 
New  England  villages.  In  1828  John  Kinder,  employed  by  Coolidge 
&  Sanderson,  stole  one  hundred  and  sixttu'n  nnisk-rat  skins  from 
them,  and  was  arrested  while  attempting  to  disi)ose  of  them  at 
Worcester.     A  gang  of    thieves  had   spread  their  operations  through 
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all  this  region.  They  had  made  raids  \x\x)\\  the  stores  of  Bemis 
&  Sheffield,  C'hieoi>ee ;  J.  &  C.  Ely,  West  Springfield  ;  Winslows 
clock  shop,  and  the  residence  of  Jonathan  Blake,  in  this  town. 
P^^lijah  Blake  distinguished  himself  by  organizing  a  party.  The 
woods  were  scoured,  and  one  Russell  Stephenson  and  one  George 
Ball  were  overhauled  in  the  woods  Sunday  morning,  31  ay  24,  1S29, 
in  a  hovel  where  lxx)ty  was  concealed.  Stephenson  drew  a  pistol  on 
Blake,  but  he  was  not  (|uick  enough.  Ball  was  seized  by  W.  Chapin. 
and  it  was  said  at  the  time  that  some  of  the  party  were  too  busy 
looking  out  for  their  own  safety  in  the  event  of  stray  bullets  to  be  of 
senice.  Judge  George  Bliss  committed  the  men  for  trial.  Enistus 
Stephenson  (a  brother)  was  also  arreste<l.  At  the  trial  of  Stephen- 
son and  Ball  a  humorous  court  scene  is  still  rememberetl.  The 
prisoners  had  entered  (ieorge  Blake's  house  through  the  buttery  win- 
dow by  pulling  away  a  twine  net,  and  the  lawyer  for  the  defence 
asked  the  judge  to  charge  that  burglary  implied  a  breaking  of  the 
house,  and  *'  that  tearing  down  a  net  made  of  double  twine  nailed 
to  keep  out  cats  is  not  such  a  breaking  as  to  constitute  the  oflPence 
charged."  The  judge  declined  to  so  charge ;  the  case  went  up  on 
appeal,  and  the  prisonei-s  were  sent  to  prison  for  life.  AVilliam  L. 
Loring  was  convicted  tliis  year  also  for  receiving  and  concealing  a 
lK>dy  taken  from  the  Springfield  burying-ground  on  Elm  street. 

Among  the  promini'iit  Springfiehl  men  wiio  died  during  this  i>erio<l 
may  bi*  mentioned  John  Hooker,  judge  of  probate  from  1813  to 
\H'1\).  lie  was  president  of  the  Springfield  Bank,  and  was  one  of 
SpringfieUrs  substantial  citizens,  a  man  of  integrity,  and  much  hon- 
ored. Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr.,  succeeded  him  at  the  head  of  the 
Springfield  Bank,  Oliver  B.  Morris,  his  old  friend,  took  his  place  as 
probate  judge,  and  Justice  AVillard  was  made  register  of  i>robate. 
George  Bliss,  Sr..  jjassed  away  the  8th  of  March,  1830,  aged  sixty, 
and  a  few  davs  later  \\w  venerable  Dr.  Chauncev  Brewer  died 
(March  ir>,  aged  eighty-seven).  The  doctor  was  the  oldest  prac- 
titioner of  western   Massachusetts,   and   the  same   age  of   Jonathan 
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Dwight,  a  doticon  at  the  First  church  aud  for  over  half  a  century 
prominent  in  town  affairs,  as  we  have  seen.  March,  1830,  was  in- 
deed a  fatal  month,  for  the  same  week  (March  17)  Edward  Pynchon 
died,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year.  Uix>n  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1S08, 
he  had  become  town  ckn-k  and  treasurer.  He  was  also  county 
treasurer  and  register  of  deeds.  The  positions  of  county  treasurer 
and  register  have  been  filled  by  a  Pynchon  for  over  a  century.  The 
death  of  Pynchon  led  to  a  hot  struggle  for  the  positions  of  county 
treasurer  and  register  of  deeds. 

David  Paine  secured  both  for  a  year,  but  William  Rice  captui*ed  the 
registry  of  deeds  at  the  second  election,  in  1831.  George  Colton 
was  elected  county  treasurer  in  183.'). 

Merchant  Jonathan  Dwight  died  in  September,  1831,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight.  We  have  described  him  as  a  man  of  great  force  of 
character,  business  energy,  and  integrit}',  and  he  was  and  is  looked 
upon  as  the  father  of  Si)ringfield  merchants,  —  not  the  first  mer- 
chant, but  the  first  to  oryranize  the  business  activities  as  thev  lav 
prostrate  after  the  Kevolution.  He  was  collector  of  taxes  in  1793 
and  several  years  thereafter.  When  Springfield  makes  up  her  list  of 
men  who  contributed  to  her  foundation-stones,  Jonathan  Dwight  will 
have  a  place  of  honor. 

Thomas  Blanchard,  the  noted  inventor,  built  a  litth?  stern-wheel 
steamboat,  which  he  named  aftiu*  himself,  and  launched  in  the  autumn 
of  1828.  It  was  Tuesday,  September  10,  when  the  inventor  invited 
a  party  of  citizens  to  accompany  him  on  a  trial  trip.  The  '^  Hlan- 
chard  "  had  a  sixtv-feet  keel  and  twelve  feet  beam  ;  cabin,  ten  bv 
twenty-four,  divided  into  two  compartments ;  thirty  tons  burden  ; 
four  wrought-iron  boilers,  pressure,  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  square 
inch.  The  river  was  very  high,  and  a  few  days  before  the  ''  Blan- 
chard  "  had  cruised  rountl  the  swollen  river,  steamed  up  the  Agawam 
to  the  bridge,  and  ventured  across  the  flooded  meadows  to  the  Con- 
necticut river  again,  al)Out  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  the  Agawam. 
The  fii-st  trip  to  Hartford  wjis  made  in  two  hours  fifty  minutes,  she 
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carrying  fifty  passengers.  Her  amval  at  Hartford  was  greeted  with 
a  cannon  salute.  The  attempt  to  return  was  prevented  by  an  accident 
to  the  rudder  while  ascending  the  falls.  The  Hartfoixl  people  paid 
Thomas  Blanchard  and  the  Springfield  company  much  attention.  an<l 
gave  them  an  excursion  in  the  steamboat  '*  Bamet :  '*  while  the  Hart- 
fonl  press  took  occasion  to  s|)eak  of  ^Ir.  Blanchard  as  an  inventive 
genius,  his  machines  for  turning  gun-stocks  being  particularized. 
The  ''Blanchard"  soon  became  ver\'  j)opular  as  an  excursion  lK)at. 
During  a  single  week  it  took  no  less  than  six  hundred  s<*ho<)l  children 
on  various  pleasure  trips.  It  carried,  in  October,  the  Hampden 
Guards  to  Hartford,  where  thev  were  handsomelv  entertained  bv  the 
governor's  Foot  (iuards  and  other  organizations. 

The  steamer  '*  Vermont,*'  also  built  by  C'aptiiin  Blanchard,  was 
completed  in  July,  1K21I,  a  Brattleboro'  company  having  given  the 
order.  The  hull  was  built  on  what  is  now  Hubbard  avenue,  and  was 
tlrawn  on  wheels  through  ^lain  street  and  down  Elm  street  to  the 
river,  and  thence  floated  to  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Harvard  street. 
It  was  seventy-five  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  l>eam,  and  a  large 
promenade  deck.  It  ascendt^l  the  Willimansett  falls  with  ea.*ie,  and 
could  also  pass  through  the  Willimansett  canal.  The  ''  Hartford 
Mirror"  noted,  in  .Inly,  1H2D,  as  an  evidence  of  business  conditions, 
that  four  VM)ats  arrived  there  from  Springfield  in  one  day,  loade<l  with 
pro<luce  and  merchandise  valued  at  8100,000.  The  steamer  •'  Ver- 
mont "  was  abK»  to  nin  the  Enfield  falls  without  the  aid  of  ix)les. 
The  Enfield  canal  was   opened   in    \f<'20. 

In  April,  l^.'U),  the  townsfolk  saw  for  the  fii-st  time  a  schooner 
under  full  sail  —  '"The  Eagle"  —  on  the  river.  She  had  come  up 
through  the  Enfield  canal.  The  *'  Blanchard"  and  the  "*•  Vermont  " 
happened  to  be  both  lying  at  the  wharf,  and  the  excited  j^eople 
dreamed  of   a   metroiK)lis  at  (mce. 

A  convention  of  the  river  towns  at  Windsor.  A't.,  in  October, 
l^s;jO,  recommended  the  formation  of  a  conii>any  for  a  steam  tow-lx)at 
navigation  of  the  river.     (George  Bliss  took  j)art  in  these  deliberations. 
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and  arrangements  were  soon  thereafter  made  witli  the  proprietors  of 
the  locks  and  canals  of  the  Connecticut.  Books  for  subscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  ''  Connecticut  River  Valley  Steamboat  Company  '' 
were  at  once  opened  at  the  Hampden  Cotfee  House.  Charles  Stearns 
contracted  with  the  directors  to  superintend  the  building  of  a  number 
of  boats.  Three  boats  were  already  plying  between  Springfield  and 
Hartford.  The  steamer  "'  Springfield  '*  was  run  by  the  Connecticut 
River  Valley  Company.  It  was  partly  burned  at  the  wharf  in  Novem- 
ber, 1830.  The  ''  Hampden,"  used  mainly  for  freight,  was  owned  by 
John  Cooley  &  Co.,  and  the  ''A'ermont"  was  run  by  Sargeant  & 
Chapin.  The  Valley  Company  launched  the  "•John  Ledyard  **  in 
April,  1831.  Captain  Hlanchard's  new  boat,  the  *' Massachusetts," 
was  launched  April  14.  It  was  ninety-six  feet  long,  and  considered  a 
beauty.  The  "  William  Hall,"  owned  by  the  Valley  Company,  ran 
up  from  Hartford  in  .luly,  1831,  with  a  number  of  the  directors,  ami 
received  a  wann  greeting.  Some  people,  with  their  feet  in  the  dust 
of  the  past,  called  these  Connecticut  l)oats  ''  sauce-pans,"  and  had 
their  smile  when  the  "  ^lassachusetts  "  was  not  small  enough  to  go 
through  the  Enfiehl  canal,  and  had  to  wait  high  water  in  order  to  run 
up  the  falls.  As  an  evitlence  of  travel  and  curiosity  as  to  western 
Massachusetts,  it  may  be  stated  that  one  boat  (August,  1831)  took 
down  to  Hartford  no  less  than  sixty  passengers,  most  of  them  tour- 
ists, and  the  steamboat  "William  Hall "  wouhl  arrive  at  the  wharf 
with  six  and  eight  boats  in  tow.  The  Valley  Company,  at  this  time, 
owned  some  thirty  freight  boats,  and  charged  82,000  for  the  season. 
It  had  838,000  invested,  of  which  87,000  was  borrowed.  The  Si)ring- 
field  and  Albany  stage  over  the  Pontoosuc  turnpike  began  running  in 
June,  1831.  The  Farmington  canal  was  opened  in  1828,  and  con- 
tinued  in  operation  eighteen  years. 
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The  Era  of  Railruad  Buildin;;.  —  Canal  an<1  Ilailroad  Ad%'ocatcs. — The  Old  We<item  Road. 
—  A  Mass  Meetinjj  at  Springfield.  —  Hartford*8  Rival  Scheme.  —  Stock  Suhstcriptions. 
— Seekiii;^  State  Aid. —  Democratic  Party  Opposition.  —  River  Boats.  — Chicopec  and 
Cabotville.  —  School  Districts.  —  Acti\itj'  in  Real  Estate.  —  A  Washinjrton's  Birthday 
Cclehratiou.  —  Visit  of  Henry  Clay-  — William  B.  Calhoun.  — Temperance.  —  Elliot- 
Buckland  Murder  Trial. — Revolutionary  Pensioners. — Gcorjre  Bliss  in  Politics.— 
Springfield's  Bi-centennial.  —  Fourth  of  July  at  Factory  Village.  —  George  BancroA  in 
Local  l*olitics.  —  The  FiAeen-Gallon  I^w. —  Marcus  Morton.  — A  Harrison  Demonstra- 
tion. —  Slaverj-.  —  Dr.  Osgood.  —  Springfield  Statistics.  —  Newspapers-  —  Dr.  .Ttxhiia 
Frost.  —  Churches.  — The  Fire  Department.  —  Military  Companies. 

Ox  the  '2:k\  of  June,  1831 ,  tlie  lk)stoii  &  Wort^ester  Kailroad  Corpoi-a- 
tion  was  chaitt^red.  On  the  21st  of  Deireaiber,  1841,  the  railroad  fn»m 
Albany  to  Chatham  Four  Corners,  N.  Y.,  was  so  far  completed 
that  trains  passecl  tlirou«rh  to  Worcester,  tluis  joining  lioston  and 
Albany  witli  a  continuous  rail.  This,  then,  was  the  decade  of  pio- 
neer railroads.  The  project  of  a  canal  over  this  route  had  fallen 
throuffh.  (iovernor  Kustis  liad  favored  it  earlv  in  182r>,  and  Governor 
Lincoln  lati'r  in  that  year  viewe<l  it  with  equal  favor  after  a  (commis- 
sion had  gone  over  tlie  groinid,  although  he  took  occasion  to  s^teak 
of  railroads  as  a  promising  means  of  transiKjrtation.  The  commis- 
sioners* rei)ort  of  182<l  had  favored  a  canal  n)ute  through  Worces- 
ter county,  up  the  Deerfield  river,  and  through  Hoosac  moimtain  by  a 
four-mile  tunnel;  estimated  cost,  S<»,821,(»72.  But  at  this  session 
S<?nator  Mills,  Representative  Calhoun,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals  reconnuended  that  railroad  commis- 
sioners Ik»  api)ointed  to  investigate  the  subject.  The  House  refused 
to  do  so. 
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''There  arc  ix)S8ibilities  here,"  remarked  Daniel  Webster,  in  July, 
1826,  as  he  saw  loaded  oars  drawn  on  rail  by  horses.  He  had  gone 
down  to  Quincy  to  attend  the  funeral  of  John  Adams,  and  had 
chanced  u|)on  the  only  raili*oad  tlien  in  the  country.  It  was  a  three- 
mile  track,  designed  to  transix>rt  granite  from  the  quarries  to  the 
water. 

In  1828  we  find  the  Legislature  discussing  a  southern  railroad 
route?  through  Worcester  and  Springfield,  and  a  northern  route 
through  Watertown,  Rutland,  Belchertown,  Northampton,  Adams, 
and  Hoosac  Four  Corners.  Here  arose  a  danger  to  SpringfieUVs  su- 
premacy in  western  Massachusetts.  Under  the  transportation  sys- 
tem of  stage,  canopied  wagon,  and  boat,  Springfield  had  won.  With 
the  rise  of  the  new  day-star  of  conunerce,  Hartford  and  Northamp- 
ton and  Worcester  were  remly  to  renew  the  fight. 

The  directors  of  the  Boston  &  Worcester  Railroad  Company  secured 
a  charter  in  ^larch,  183,*5,  to  run  a  railroad  from  Worcester  to  Spring- 
field, and  thence  westward  to  the  State  line.  This  supplementary 
company  wjis  called  the  Western  Railroad  Corporation.  Power  wjis 
given  this  corporation  to  build  branch  roads.  New  York  State 
responded  to  the  call  by  chartering,  in  1834,  the  Castleton  &  West 
St<x.*k bridge  Railroad,  or,  as  it  was  called  two  years  later,  the 
Albany  &  West  Stockbridge  Company,  The  stock  was  readily  tnkeu, 
and  the  company  organized  in  1835.  The  Boston  &  Worcester  road 
was  opened  to  WestlM>ro*  in  Noveml)er,  1834,  but  aside  from  Spring- 
field and  the  towns  east,  no  town  made  any  determined  effort  to  place 
the  stock  of  the  Western  road. 

Popular  sce[>ticism  was  about  equally  divided  between  the  financial 
and  engin(?ering  ditllculties.  The  New  York  Stock  Exchange  made  an 
attempt  to  get  control  of  the  proposed  road,  but  the  offers  were  de- 
clined with  thanks.  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Springfield, 
January  2,  183."),  this  committee  of  incpiiry  and  correspondence  was 
ap[H>inted :  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cieorge  Bliss,  George  Ashmun. 
Cliarli»s  Stearns,  Justice  Willanl,  W.  II.  Bowdoin,  an*l  J.  B.  Shef- 
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fiold.     The  result  of  their  deliberations  was  a  mass  meeting  at  the 
Spnngfield  town-hall,  February  16,  George  Bliss  making  a  favorable 
rei)ort  uiK)n  the  practicability  of  a  road,  and  advising  a  c*onvention 
of  delegates  from  the  towns  on  the   proi)osed  route  to  consider  the 
ways  and  means  of  buihling  the  road.       Worcester  was  the  place  and 
March  5  the  date  of  this  convention,  which  numbered  over  one  hundred 
delegates.     Caleb  Rice  was  in  the  chair,  and    Reuben  A.  Chapman 
secretary.     Aside  from  a  desire  in  Worcester  that  that  place  be  the 
permanent  tenninus  of  the  Ik)ston  road,  there  was  little  opjwsition  in 
passing  resolves  to  make  sur\'eys  from  Worcester  to  Springfield.    The 
executive  committee  intrusted  with  this  work  were  the  chainuan  and 
secreUiry  of  the  convention,   W.  II.   Bowdoin,  of   Springfield,  Joel 
Norcross,  of  Monson,  and  X.  P.  Dewev,  of  Leicester.     The  onus  of 
this  survey  fell  upon  George  Bliss,  who  was,  in  fact,  the  ajwstle  of 
railroading  here  in  western  Miissachusetts.     Col.  John  M.  Fessenden, 
chief  t'ugineer  of  the  Boston  &   Worcester  Railroad,  made  the  sur- 
vey, and  also  examined  a   route  between   Springfield  and   Hartford. 
He  was  assisted  bv  William  S.  Whitwell,  now  of  Brookline,  and  the 
late  William  Parker,  Sanmel  Nott,  of  Hailford,  and  others.     It  was 
found,  by  n'fereuee  to  stage-lxH)ks  and  landlords,  that  5r),r)10  people 
had  passed  in  one  year  lx4ween  Worcester  and  Springfield,  and  that 
the  freight   was  -1 2,000  tons.     Allowing  81.75   fare  for  passengers, 
and  S4  i)er  ton  for  merchantlise,  they  had  an  annual  revenue  of  about 
S2n:),100,  less  88:»,000  estimated  exi)enses,  leaving  8180,100  net  in- 
come, which  was  alnnit  16  \m.'V  cent,  on  the  estimated  cost  of  the  road. 
This  reix)rt  was  printed  and  used  to  secure  subscriptions. 

Hartford  was  now  anxious  to  snatch  the  crown  from  Springfield  by 
making  a  railroad  connection  directly  with  Worcester,  cross  countn'. 
A  large  convention,  held  at  Hartford  in  March,  183o,  voiced  her 
desires,  and  another  convention  was  arranged  to  be  held  at  Worcester 
a  little  later. 

By  May  the  Worcester  cS:  Hartford  Railroad  Company  was  chartered 
by  the  Connecticut  Legislature  to  connect  the  Hartford  &,  New  Haven 


SPRfNGFIELD.    1636-1886.  415 


roacl  with  the  Boston  &  Worcester.  Tlie  next  thing  which  the  people 
of  Springfield  liafl  to  meet  wiis  a  proi)osed  road  from  Hartford  to 
Albany.  This  meant  a  Boston,  Hartfoitl,  &  Albany  Railroad,  and 
Springfield  a  tributary  suburb. 

All  these  interests  came  together  with  a  clash  at  Worcester,  July 
2,  1835,  as  arranged  by  the  Hartford  convention.  Levi  Lincoln 
was  called  upon  to  preside.  There  were  more  Connecticut  than  Massa- 
cluisetts  delegates  from  the  thirty-five  towns  represented.  George 
Bliss  spoke  for  Springfield,  Nathan  Hale  for  the  Boston  &  Worcester 
road,  John  A.  Rockwell  for  the  Norwich  route,  and  General  Johnson 
pleaded  the  cause  of  Hartford  and  "  the  direct  '*  route.  He  was  sup- 
ported by  Nathan  Smith,  of  New  Haven,  and  Major  Putnam,  of 
Hartford,  the  latter  stating,  upon  the  authority  of  Albany  business 
men,  that,  in  the  winter,  communication  Ix'tween  Troy  and  New  York 
was  destined  to  be  via  Hartford  and  New  Haven.  It  would  have 
been  unwise  to  try  to  commit  the  convention  to  any  one  route,  and 
each  party  hastened  away  to  make  the  appeal  to  moneyed  men. 

Stock-books  of  the  Western  road  were  opened  in  August,  and  pub- 
lic meetings  were  held  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other.  The 
62,000,000  asked  for  was  not  secured,  however.  The  influence  of 
New  York  city  was  against  the  road,  since  it  was  feared  at  the 
metropolis  that  trade  would  be  drawn  from  Albany  to  Boston.  The 
merchants  of  New  York  did  not  propose  to  ''  let  Boston  people  come 
Yankee  over  us."  In  this  emergency  a  meeting  was  held  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston,  Oct.  7,  18;55,  delegates  being  present  from  all  the 
towns  along  the  route,  including  Albany  itself.  The  old  hall  was 
full.  North  Appleton  gave  figures,  Hermanns  Bleeker  promised  that 
Albany  would  do  her  duty  up  to  the  State  line  whether  ^lassachu- 
setts  did  or  not.  Edward  Everett  pledged  the  Commonwealth  to  a 
|X>licy  of  progress,  and  William  B.  Calhoun  announced  that  his  town 
of  Springfield  had  already  taken  one-eighth  of  the  twc»  million,  and 
the  towns  from  the  river  to  Worcester  had  done  noblv- 

Another  canvass   was  made,  and   18,.*500  more  shares  were  sub- 
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scribed,  and  auother  meeting  held  at  Boston,  this  time  in  the  Supreme 
Court  room,  on  the  20th  of  Noveml)er.  There  was  still  a  deficiency, 
and  they  beat  the  bushes  once  more,  and  on  the  5th  of  Decemljer, 
183'),  the  stock  had  all  been  taken,  —  82,000,000  ^^ith  2,200  share- 
holders. The  company  was  oi*ganized  in  January  following,  with 
these  dnectors :  Thomas  B.  Wales,  William  Lawrence,  iMlmund 
I) wight,  Henry  Rice,  John  Henshaw,  Francis  Jackson,  and  Josiah 
Quincy,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  Justice  Willard  and  George  Bliss,  of 
Springfield.  We  do  not  know  why  Worcester  was  not  represented. 
The  fear  that  Worcester  was  to  l>e  simply  a  wav  station  was  at  the 
bottom  of  much  opiKisition  to  the  Western  road,  and  Nathan  Hale, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Boston  «fc  Worcester  road,  had  at  one 
time  met  opi>osition  to  his  scheme  by  threatening  not  to  deflt*ct 
the  track  into  Worcester  at  all  if  ol>struction  continue.  This  had  a 
very  soln^rin*;  etTect. 

Thomas  B.  Wales  was  made  president  of  the  lK)ard  of  directors  of 
the  Western  road,  and  George  Bliss  general  agent  of  the  cori)ora- 
tion,  the  latter  being  authorized  to  **  make  all  contracts  and  trans- 
act all  business  which  he  may  deem  necessary  for  its  interests.'' 
George  Ashmun  soon  presented  in  the  Lt*gislature  a  petition  for  aid 
in  the  construction  of  the  road.  The  stock  of  the  road  had  l)een 
taken  not  by  capitalists,  but  by  men  of  mo<lerate  means,  and  the 
State,  in  the  Aslnnun  petition,  was  asked  to  charter  a  bank  to  Ix* 
calletl  *'  The  Western  Railroad  Bank,"  located  at  Boston,  capital, 
S.>,000,000,  the  usual  bank  tax  of  which  to  be  paid  to  the  coriK)ration 
for  twenty  yeai*s.  The  charter  of  the  I'nited  States  Bank  had  ex- 
pired  that  year  and  a  new  charter  refused.  Thus  the  withdrawal 
of  the  capital  of  the  Tnited  States  Bank  was  the  Western's  opjn^r- 
tunity.  Other  petitions  for  a  bank  followed,  ami  the  Ashmun 
scheme  was  pushed  aside.  A  bill  was  reported  in  March,  183i>,  to 
establish  the  State  Bank  of  Massachusetts,  capital,  810,000,000,  half 
to  l»e  subscribed  by  the  Stati* ;  ])ayment  to  Ix*  made  in  coin  or  State 
scrip,  interest  \\  per  cent.  ;  time,  twenty  years.     The   directoi-s  were 


i 


SPRfNGFIELD,    2636-1886,  417 


to  be  authorized  to  subscribe  for  10,000  shares  of  the  Western  road, 
the  bank  to  retain  one-half  the  bank  tax  on  its  capital,  and  the  in- 
come on  the  stock  in  the  road  until  the  assessments  on  the  road 
were  refunded.  The  democratic  party  declared  war  against  the  bill 
on  account  of  the  provision  for  such  an  immense  bank,  and  they 
succeeded  in  putting  through  a  substitute  bill,  authorizing  the  State 
treasurer  to  subscribe  $1,000,000  to  the  Western  stock,  provided  that 
three  of  the  directors  be  chosen  by  the  Legislature.  George  Bliss 
had  the  pleasure,  as  he  tells  us,  of  carrying  this  bill  to  Governor 
Everett  for  his  signature.  The  following  year  the  State  treasurer 
was  authorized  to  issue  scrip  to  pay  assessments  and  to  establish  a 
stock  sinking-fund.  The  Massachusetts  Bank  project  meantime  fell 
through. 

Hartford  was  still  an  applicant  for  a  Massachusetts  charter  for  its 
road,  l)(*ing  supported,  too,  by  many  influential  men  in  Worcester 
county ;  while  Berkshire  furnished  a  respectable  petition  for  a  road 
from  West  Stock  bridge  to  the  Connecticut  State  line  toward  Hartford, 
Mr.  Bliss  was  appointed  to  oppose  the  Hartford  scheme,  and  after  a 
heat-ed  contest  in*  committee  the  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  with- 
draw. Surveys  along  the  Western  railroad  route  were  actively 
pushed  during  1830,  and  the  first  grading  was  begun  in  the  following 
winter. 

The  manner  of  entering  Springfield  furnished  occasion  for  many 
local  heartburnings.  The  four  routes  discussed  were :  (1)  Cabot- 
ville,  a  little  south  of  Chicopee  Falls,  with  a  bridge  just  south  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river  ;  (2)  End  brook,  crossing  the  C-onnecticut  midway 
between  the  village  and  the  Chicopee  river;  (3)  Garden  brook,  very 
much  as  it  was  finally  built;  and  (4)  Mill  river,  thence  north  below 
Maple  and  Chestnut  streets  to  the  Garden  brook  line.  When  it  was 
thought  probable  that  the  Woithington  property  would  be  the  site  of 
the  depot,  an  ag<Mit  secured  of  the  New  York  owners  the  refusal  of 
the  property  at  a  certain  sum.  A  charge  of  speculation  was  subse- 
quently made.     The  present  route  was  approved  by  the  directors  in 
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the  spring  of  18:37.  The  work  during  this  year  was  ilelaved  on 
account  of  lack  of  funds :  many  refused  to  pay  assessments  and 
surrendered  their  stock,  which  was  in  some  cases  resold.  Six  assess- 
ments (8900.000)  had  been  made,  but  only  about  two-thirds  of  the 
amount  had  been  realized.  Mr.  Bliss,  who  took  a  prominent  part 
during  these  trying  days,  says  :  — 

The  estimates  of  the  engineers  for  the  whole  line  were  before  the  bodini  bv 
midsummer  (1837;.  requiring  for  grading,  bridging,  superstructure,  and  land 
damages  a  little  less  than  ^.000.000.  exclusire  of  engineering,  depots,  and  gen- 
eral expenses.  The  funds  prorided  were  only  $3,000,000  in  stock,  if  the  whole 
should  be  paid ;  and  under  the  most  prosperous  condition  of  the  counti^*.  there 
was  enough  to  dishearten  the  most  arduous  friends  of  the  enterprise.  But 
superadded  to  this  came  the  financial  storm  of  1837.  which  was  winging  its  fearful 
course  over  the  entire  land,  visiting  Massachusetts,  and  particularly  Boston,  and 
sparing  no  commercial  community.  Those  who  had  subscribed  to  the  stock 
taxed  every  energy*  to  meet  the  calls.  But  the  cold  paralysis  had  blighted  the 
fairest  prospects.  The  stockholders  of  this  company  suflfered  with  the  rest,  and 
it  became  necessary  that  some  power,  measurably  unaflfecte<l  by  the  pressure, 
should  again  step  forward. 

This  relief  wa&  the  creilit  of  the  State,  and  State  scrip  to  the 
amount  of  S2, 100,000,  payable  in  thirty  years  in  London,  at  five  per 
cent,  interest,  was  authorized  after  a  severe  struggle.  The  directors 
of  the  Western  road  were  compelled  to  combat  lukewarmness  also  at 
Albany,  as  little  or  nothing  was  biding  done  by  the  Albany  company 
but  talk,  and  there  was  every  evidence  that  the  stock  of  that  c*om- 
pany  wiui  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  New  York  capitalists. 

The  directors  of  the  Western  were  again  before  the  Legislature  for 
State  aid  in  1><3'J,  and  secured,  after  another  investigation,  author- 
ity for  $l,500,OU0  more  in  scrip,  and  by  October.  1839,  trains  were 
running  between  Worcester  and  Springfielil.  There  was  a  grand 
celebration  uix>n  the  arrival  of  the  first  train  the  first  week  in  Octo- 
ber. James  Parker  was  tlie  conductor,  and  continued  in  that  ser\"ice 
for  many  years.     A  procession  was  fomie<l,  and  after  marching  dowrn 
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and  up  Main  street,  a  stop  was  made  at  the  rouud-house  at  the  depot, 
where  a  dinner  was  in  waiting.  The  tables  were  arranged  like  the 
spokes  of  awheel.  George  Ashmun  presided,  and  at  the  table  were 
Levi  Lincoln,  Edward  Kverett,  Amasa  Walker,  Nathan  Hale,  Justice 
Willard,  and  editors  and  public  men  from  half-a-dozen  towns.  Let- 
ters were  read  from  John  Quincy  Adams,  Benjamin  Russell,  Abbott 
Lawrence,  Stephen  Fairbanks,  Chief -Justice  Ward,  Julius  Rockwell, 
and  others.  Edward  Everett  made  a  very  glowing  speech,  closing 
with  this  passage  :  — 

On  my  last  visit  to  Springfield,  a  year  or  two  ago,  my  esteemed  friend,  just 
named  (Mr.  Peabody),  who  has  labored  with  so  much  diligence  and  success  on 
the  ornithology  of  the  State,  informed  me  that  one  of  these  little  sea-birds  (stormy 
petrel)  had  left  his  mark  upon  the  mountain  wave,  his  home  upon  the  deep,  and 
had  been  found  near  the  Chicopee  river,  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Spring- 
field, seventy  miles,  at  least,  in  air  line  from  tide-water,  and  hundreds  of  miles 
from  his  accustomed  range  on  the  seas.  What  could  be  the  object  of  this  mys- 
terious little  visitant  ?  Who  can  tell  ?  On  his  native  element  the  sailors  regard 
him  with  an  unfriendly  eye ;  on  shore,  by  the  rule  of  contraries,  he  may  come  as 
the  harbinger  of  God.  Perhaps,  sir,  he  had  heard  of  your  railroad,  and  had 
come  to  try  the  speed  of  his  pinions  with  your  locomotives.  Whatever  be  his 
object,  I  am  disposed  to  regard  his  visit  as  a  good  omen.  As  the  bird  of  the 
land  in  the  infancy  of  our  race  came  back  to  the  ark  with  an  olive  branch  in  her 
mouth,  as  a  sign  that  the  waters  were  abated  from  off  the  earth,  let  us  welcome 
the  little  sea-bird  who  has  come  up  to  the  hills  as  the  herald  to  tell  us  that  the 
portals  of  the  deep  are  thrown  open,  that  the  chariots  of  fire  and  iron  are  rolling 
over  its  waters,  and  that  henceforth,  if  never  before  — 

Scat)  Hhall  join  the  regioua  they  divide. 

Albany  still  lingered  over  its  part  of  the  great  work,  and  in  1840 
(ieorge  Bliss,  Charles  Stearns,  and  a  large  delegation  of  Western 
.stockholders  visited  the  capital  of  New  York.  They  secured  an 
agreement  with  the  city  of  Albany  to  subscribe  $650,000  to  the  stock 
of  the  Albany  Railroad  Company  ;  tlie  Albany  company  agreed  to 
intrust  to  tiu'  Western  road  the  location  and  construction  of  the  road 
lyiug   in   New  York,  and    further  agreements  were  made  with  the 
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Hudson  and  Berkshire  company.  Albany  raiswi  more  funds,  the 
total  bonds  of  the  city  i-eaching  81,000,000,  less  ten  per  cent,  to  the 
sinking-fund.  The  cost  of  the  road  was  estimated  at  SI, -4 12, 804, 
which  deficiency  was  met  by  the  Western  company. 

General  extmvagance  was  charged  uix>n  the  director  of  the  Western 
road,  and  in  the  winter  of  1840  an  investigation,  extending  over  a 
month,  took  place,  Henry  Sterns,  of  Springfield,  and  Edmund 
Dwighl,  of  Boston,  appealing  as  complainants,  while  George  Bliss 
defended  the  road.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  investigation  of  Geoi^e  Bliss 
himself,  as  he  was  chargetl  with  quite  an  extensive  scheme  of  land 
s^x^culation  ;  but  it  was  proved  that  instead  of  making  money  out  of 
the  location  of  the  road  it  was  the  corporation  that  was  l)enefit€*d  by 
his  lil)eral  terms.     Other  officers  emerged  with  equally  clean  skirts. 

A  thinl  grant  of  scrip  was  asked  of  the  Legislature  in  1841,  which 
was  secure<l  after  the  usual  fight.  Thus  the  funds  were  provided 
and  the  trains  nmning  between  ]k>ston  and  -Vlbany  before  Christmas 
of  that  year. 

Geoi^e  Bliss  soon  became  intei-ested  in  railroading.  He  was  event- 
ually chosen  president  of  the  Michigan  Southern  road,  which  i)osition 
he  held  until  the  i*oad  was  completed  to  Chicago.  He  also  l^ecame 
president  of  the  Chicago  &  Mississippi  road,  one  of  the  projectors 
of  the  Haitfonl  &  Springfield  road,  and  director  of  the  Chicago 
&  Rock  Island  road.  He  was  instrumental  in  building  more  than 
six  hundred  miles  of  the  through  line  between  the  Mississippi  nver 
and  Boston. 

The  Connecticut  River  Valley  Steamboat  Company  wei*e  in  trouble 
in  1832,  and  some  of  the  stockholdei-s  withdrew  from  the  concern, 
which  was  $17,000  Ixjhind  its  accounts.  The  river  traffic  was  ct-r- 
tainlv  not  flat  at  this  thue.  The  **  William  Hall ''  and  *^  Jolm  Coolev  " 
brought  from  Hartford,  June  2,  twelve  lK>ats  with  two  hundi-ed  and 
fifty  tons  of  merchandise,  one-half  for  this  town.  But  the  VaUey 
Steamboat  Company  failed  in  August,  1832,  and  lx>ating  was  canied 
on  by  smaller  comj)anies  and  concerns. 


'!X> 
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We  have  spoken  of  several  steamboats  built  in  Springfield.  In 
1837  Erastus  Reed,  ship-carpenter,  of  Longmeadow,  turned  out  a 
new  boat,  the  ''Agawani,'*  for  Frink,  Chapin,  &  Co.,  the  *'  enterprising 
mail  contractors  and  stage  proprietors."  The  steamboat  "  Massa- 
chusetts,'* which  had  been  built  about  three  years  before,  proved  too 
largo  to  enter  the  canal  at  the  falls  below.  The  *'  Massachusetts  "  was 
a  Blanchard  ])oat,  and  was  bought  by  Chester  W.  Chapin  to  run  as  a 
day  l^oat  between  Springfield  and  Hartford.  It  was  built  on  Main 
street,  near  Union  street.  The  ''Agawam  "  made  its  trial  trip  down  the 
river  July  20,  1837,  and  it  ran  the  falls  on  the  return  trip  easily,  no 
polemen  being  employed.  The  first  st^^amboat,  "  Barnet,*'  was  three 
days  in  running  the  Enfield  falls,  —  and  this,  too,  with  the  assistance 
of  no  U'ss  than  fifty  men.  So  that  the  "  Agawam's  "  trip  of  six  miles 
of  rapids  in  an  hour's  time  was  considered  a  great  triumph. 

The  communities  along  the  Chicopee  river  were  fast  growing  in 
importance.  The  "  Springfield  Republican,**  speaking  of  the  improve- 
ments at  1).  &  J.  Ames*s  paper  mill,  January  21,  1832,  remarks  :  '*  If 
the  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  and  in  the  art  of  print- 
ing proceed  as  they  have  for  the  last  ten  years,  we  may  expect  to  see 
a  machine  which  will  receive  rags  at  one  end  and  deliver  the  books, 
all  printed  and  bound,  at  the  other.**  The  Ames  mill  at  this  time 
had  a  capacity  of  thirty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
reams  of  paper;  value,  8lo(),()00.  No  single  industry  of  the  county 
ecpiallod  this,  except,  of  course,  that  of  fire-arms.  The  wool  product 
of  Hampden  county  was  about  $115,000,  and  harnesses,  whips,  etc., 
8121,8«2.  Hy  the  autumn  of  1832,  a  canal,  one-third  of  a  mile  long, 
was  completed  on  the  bank  of  the  Chicopee  river  by  the  CalK)t  ]Mauu- 
fncturing  Company,  and  their  mills  were  being  built.  There  were  two 
cotton-mills  already  on  the  ChicoiK'c,  employing  nearly  two  thou- 
sand people.  The  Cabot  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized  in 
1.S32,  with  a  capital  of  81,000,000.  The  first  products  of  this  com- 
pany—  ten  bales  of  cotton  go<xls  —  were  shipped  in  1834.  In  that 
year,  also,  Mr.  Adams  built  a  large  hotel  at  Factory  Village.     The 


4^f  BFMII^G FIELD,    JCSO-Jfi^^. 


til*-  luillt*  at  <  alKitville.  Tht*  CalKil  CkimpnDT  liad  Imih  s  ii€*ir  mfll. 
N.  y.  Aiuet:'*^  eclir^'Uiol  f  acUiry  had  put  itt  £roldeii  inrcird  on  tht  cojtola, 
aud  Mr.  Cltapiii-  tlif  toagt*  man*  va^^  putting  up  li  iiot^l  tiiere^ 

Al  the  I'liited  ^tate**  armorr-  the  r**id<»u(iet.  of  tht  jisTntas^ter  ai»d 
master  armorer  -were  going  up,  at-  wtJ]  at  a  ik»w  fatn-orr  l»Dil<iiiig  at 
tbe  m  aler-fe«iKij.»fr.  Tht  frame  of  the  ueiR  (ongregatioual  <:hnrclj  ( Rev. 
Mj.  huAdw'w).  ou  liie  hill,  had  l>tieij  raised.  liejil  estai^  vas,  l>c»w- 
fver-  t^laguanl  here  id  tiie  village,  although  T^ro  j»ureiia«*et^  in  18S4. 
gave  new  hfe  to  sjiiei^uliitjon.  C-ol.  Oaleu  -4jik^  l»ought,  for  $1.7-l-(», 
the  old  -Jonathan  I > wight  plaoe  (Whitnej  6i  Adam>).  nith  tbe 
avowfid  intention  of  building  an  elegaut  hl<:K^k.  and  James'  Brer^ 
*.ecnire<i-  for  $(*».(K><»-  the  l>aniel  Liombai'd  ]»ro}»errT.  The  oontract  for 
blo*:ik.*?  on  ].K>tL  of  the^e  sit**  were  givt-n  t<»  <>oo(iman  ^  Gorham. 
In  the  autumn  the  ]K>t?1-offioe  wa^  mcjved  from  the  ••  uDCM:>nifoTtable 
little  fyx^p  **  t-o  Mr.  Bjers's'  building  *•  oj»j»osite  oc»urt  i*quare,~  on 
Khn  J^tJeet.  and  there  wai*  a  reading-room  aliove.  We  add  the  oen- 
fciu^  for  }^j''f  by  M.*hool  district:  Willimansiett.  i4:? ;  Chlcopee,  :?^l  ; 
Paj^r  MilJ.  1^>3:  Lower  C'hicicvj^ee-  ^:^0 :  Skipmuck.  IC*S :  Sirt^^n 
Aerefe.,  l^^h:  North  End.  'J^f< :  Centre.  l.f.To;  Long  Hill,  455;  Sooth 
HilJ  lioa^i.  110:  Aniiorv  Hill.  1,0^^4:  ( arli>le.  ,^0 ;  Upjier  Wat-er- 
^bfjijh.  4->7 :  North  Side  Chicsojiee  River,  '>8 ;  Next  to  Granbv.  13 ; 
Chi<,^>ljee  Faet/jriefr.  !.':>.>€:  Five-Mile  House,  11«S;  Ames's.  255; 
C.'a^^^tville.  I-'IO:  Jenksville.  11^7;  Unit-t*d  State^  Grounds,  242; 
t-f/tal.  ^All. 

'J'here  w<-re  at  this  time  in  Springfield  seventy-three  mechanic 
frhoj>i!i-  six  oottf^n  factories,  three  jiaiier-mills.  four  printing-offices, 
tljirt«e(-n  warehouse's,  two  card  factories,  one  rifle  factory,  six  saw- 
miJU.  four  grist-millfr.  om-  i>owder-mill,  three  taimeries,  two  joineiV 
UmA  factori<'s,  two  forges,  one  sword  fajetor}\  and  one  spool  factory. 

Jij  the  spring  of  l^-K*  the  Colouel  Worthington  homestead  (Brkig:e 
an<l  Main  stre<.-ts;.  whieh  in  18:^5  brought  $:J.5<mj.  M.»ld  for  $12,5<X»  to 
Charles  Stearns.    Wh^n  Worthiijgton  stn-et  was  oiHued.  in  1839,  from 
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the  river  to  Chestnut  street,  by  Mr.  Stearns,  he  had  a  house  wanning 
lit  the  old  Worthington  house,  which  had  been  moved  back  to  Water 
street.     Judge  Morris  entertained  the  company  with  reminiscences. 

There  was  quite  a  brisk  trade  in  lots  at  the  time,  and  a  fifty  per 
cent,  advance  over  ruHng  prices  for  years  was  the  rule.  The  Lyman 
farm,  owned  by  R.  Emery,  East  North  Main  street,  had  jumped  from 
$10,000  to  820,000.  It  was  natural  that  in  the  real-estate  activity 
that  rumors  connected  the  railroad  promoters  with  speculations. 
These  insinuations  were  resented  and  the  rumors  formally  denied. 

In  1831  the  democrats  put  up  for  senators  James  Kent  and  Harvey 
Chapiu,  and  one  of  their  handbills  gives  the  best  expression  to  their 
notions  of  the  situation.     Here  it  is  :  — 

Shall  a  Charles  X.  and  his  Polignac  grind  us  to  the  face  of  the  earth?  It 
was  for  their  enormous  expenditure,  and  takinpj  from  the  mass  of  the  people  — 
the  workingmen  —  the  real  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  —  their  just  rights,  that 
the  good  LaFayette  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  noble  workingmen  of  Paris 
and  hurled  their  oppressors  from  power.  We  have  our  aristocracy,  our  Charles 
X.  and  our  Polignac,  and  we  have  them  at  our  very  doors.  Who  have  hitherto 
controlled  the  elections  in  this  county?  A  small  band  of  lawyers  and  Springfield 
aristocrats.  Who  boast  that  Knos  Foote  and  John  Nyles  shall  be  forced  upon 
the  workingmen?  This  little  band  of  lawyers  and  aristocrats  who  nominated 
them.  Who  boast  that  the  present  splendid  State  Government  to  the  tune  of 
.^293,000  per  annum  shall  continue  to  be  forced  upon  the  people?  This  same 
aristocratic  ruffled  shirt  party  I  Who  will  sustain  the  lawyer's  bar  rules?  Who 
will  continue  to  oppress  the  people  with  the  present  oppressive  laws  for  the  sup- 
])ort  of  religious  worship?  Who  would  deprive  ever}'  independent  workiugman 
but  to  ileceive  and  cajole  us?  The  aristocracy  I  The  lawyers !  The  ruffle  shirt 
party  I 

The  celebration  of  Washington's  birthday  in  1832  was  another  of 
those /?/(*  days  that  the  town  may  well  remember.  No  less  than  three 
thousand  people  participated,  and  politics  was  forgotten.  Cannon 
on  Armory  hill  and  Court  square  were  thundering  at  daybreak,  and 
everv  church   ])ell    was  rini^iiii*".     Col.  Ithamer  Goodman   formed  the 
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procession  at  the  town-house  just  l)efore  noon,  the  escort  comprising 
the  Springfield  Home  Guards  under  Captain  Upham,  the  Springfield 
Artillery  under  Captain  Cooley,  the  Hampden  Grays  (Westfield)  under 
Captain  Parsons,  and  the  Hampden  Guards  under  Captain  Bates.  The 
column  proceeded  to  Dr.  Osgood's  meeting-house,  in  the  galleries  of 
which,  we  are  informed,  the  *•*  ladies  seemed  animated."  Hundreds  on 
hundreils  were  unable  to  get  inside  the  house.  The  Springfield  Musical 
Society  |)erfonned  an  overture,  and  ColonelWarriner  led  tlie  choir  io 
rendering  some  sacred  music.  Rev.  Mr.  Putnam  led  in  prayer,  and 
J.  "W.  C'rooks  read  passages  of  Washington's  farewell  address.  Then 
came  more  music  and  the  oration  by  Geoi^e  Ashmun. 

At  the  town-hall  banquet,  later  in  the  day.  Colonel  Lee  —  that 
famous  toast-master  —  presided,  and  it  was  said  that  never  did  *•  a 
cold  cut  and  a  glass  of  wine  "  go  with  l>etter  relish  than  this  temper- 
ance collation.  In  the  evening  there  was  dancing  at  Colonel  Rus- 
sell's hall,  while  at  Factory  Village  '*  .*i(K>  fair  spinsters  skippcni  over 
the  fl(X)r"  of  the  new  faetorv  buildin*;. 

In  November,  183.*K  Henry  Clay  and  family  arrived  at  Springfield 
and  were  warmlv  welcomed.  A  Hartford  committee  escorted  Mr. 
Clay  to  Enfield,  where  a  large  cavalcade  of  Springfield  men  met  them. 
Their  entrance  into  the  village  was  heralded  by  ringing  of  bells  and 
the  firing  of  ciiiiiion.  William  G.  Bates,  of  Westfield,  was  at  the 
HamjKlen  Coffee-house  (then  kept  by  Horatio  Sargeant)  with  an  ele- 
gant whip  which  had  Ix^eu  made  for  ^Ir.  Clay,  who  took  it  with  the 
remark  that  he  was  proud  of  such  a  gift  from  friends,  but  that  he 
would  not  take  such  a  thing  from  an  enemy, — a  bit  of  grim  pleas- 
antry, by  the  way,  as  his  jwlitical  enemies  had  just  given  him  a  sound 
thrashing.  Mr.  Clay  held  a  reception  in  the  town-hall,  which  was 
attended  by  ladies,  and  aecompanie<l  by  a  formal  addn»ss  of  welcome 
from  the  lips  of  Judge  Oliver  B.  Morris. 

The  Hamixlen  Coffee-house  wouhl  make  a  rare  subject  for  an  anti- 
quarian, but  we  must  be  content  with  passing  references  and  a  repro- 
duction of  its  outlines,  so  familiar  to  the  older  inhabitants. 


1\k  choicest  liquors  wtU  »  ■!]  udb  be  kept  1  ud  il..rii<«  die  hou 
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William  B.  Calhoun  wns  Dominated  for  Congress  as  a  whig  in 
1834.  Tlio  "  Ilain|>(ioii  Whig"  called  him  a  poor  man,  and  the  "  Ec- 
)>iil>lieaa"  retoi-ted;  "  'V\\vy  now  snt'er  at   a  man  becanse  lie  is  i>oor. 


O  ^hamc  I  "     ' 
retii'Ots  thf  U-n 


flier,  Sfnt  to  the  votors  hy  t}ie  whijts, 
of  tliat  canvass  :  — 


WliHl  do  Ihe  Tories  wnnl?  TIii'j-  liavi-  ^Dt  complete  possession  ot  tlie  Uniteii 
Stall's  Armory.  Tliey  now  want  to  get  liold  ot  tlie  treasury  of  Mnssachiisuttfl. 
Vim  llnreii  liaK  eluiiaeii  United  Slates  wild  his  great  Icapie  of  Sntctj'  Fiiml 
Banks;  uni]  he  nou'  desires  to  put  tbc  chains  iijion  us.  Citizens  of  Ihe  Itay  Slate, 
will  you  snlmiitV  Will  you  Ik-uiI  tin;  kni'i!  to  tliL-  great  GoMen  Calf  uliicli  Vuii 
Itari-u  is  Hctling  u|i?  ■■  Li-l  the  aristocracy  of  Springfield  support  tlieir  own 
jJHiipersI"  So  sjK-iiks  the  Jackson  paper  of  oar  friend  and  fello«--eitizen, 
William  IJ.  Ciiilioiiii ; :  Yes  —in  onler  to  defeat  the  election  of  William  B.  Cal- 
houn and  to  help  (>.  II.  Warner  and  J.  W.  Cranks,  £c..  Ilie  lea<ling  Tories 
ilenonnce  Mr.  Ciillinun  a.i  u  p:iaiK'r  of  S]>ringflc1d.  Men  of  honoralde  feidin); 
»r  all  |>»rti>-H:  show  yonr  indignation  at  the  polls! 
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Calhouu  got  a  rousLug  majority.  Ho  had  liad  the  satisfaction  also 
that  year  to  have  received  all  the  votes  but  one  for  the  speakership 
at  Boston.  He  probably  never  came  nearer  to  eloquence  than  in  his 
Fourth  of  Julv  address  that  vear.  The  celebration  was  made  of 
special  interest  by  the  death  a  few  days  previous  of  f-afayette. 
"Deep  is  the  sleep  of  the  hero  I  "  exclaimed  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  he 
paused,  when  the  choir,  under  Colonel  Warriner,  burst  forth  with 
an  anthem  beginning  with  those  words,  and  there  were  patriotic 
t^ars  for  the  dead.  The  peculiar  quality  in  ^Ir.  Calhoun,  —  this 
career  of  dignified  ix)sturing  for  a  principle  or  an  economic  fact,  this 
life-study  for  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  public  institutions,  with 
the  utter  neglect  of  his  own  finances,  this  old-fashioned  faith,  that 
eased  his  declining  years  by  the  acceptance  of  a  deaconship  in 
the  First  Church  with  deeper  gratification  than  a  score  of  politi- 
cal honors,  —  what  wonder  that  he  remained  for  so  many  years 
the  public  man  of  Springfield?  His  tall  figure  was  made  historic  in 
the  troublous  session  of  1833,  when,  as  speaker  of  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives,  he  put  the  famous  resolves  condemning 
nullification,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  the  "'  right  claimed  by  the 
convention  of  South  Carolina  for  that  State  of  annulling  any  law  of 
the  United  States  which  it  mav  deem  unconstitutional,  is  unau- 
thorized  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution ;  "  and  there  was 
quite  as  nuich  impressiveness  in  his  movements  when,  as  selectman 
of  the  village,  he  apportioned  a  dollar  here  and  a  dollar  there  for 
the  poor  of  the  community. 

The  Springfield  Temperanc'C  Society  was  making  fair  progress  in 
its  crusade.  Its  membership  in  1834,  after  a  three  years*  existence, 
was  two  thousand  five  hundred.  The  town  population  was  six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- four,  leaving  four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eio^htv-four  for  the  societv  to  la)x)r  with.  Dur- 
ing  the  year  previous  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  gidlons  of 
rum  alone  was  sold  in  Springfield,  one-half  of  which,  it  was  estimateiU 
was  consumed  here.      B.  Fuller,  Jr.,   proprietor  of   the  Sprin^eld 
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House,  announced,  in  1834,  that  he  had  discontinued  the  sale  of 
ardent  spirits.  The  house  was  "genteelly  furnished"  and  "free 
from  the  noise  and  bustle  incident  to  a  stage- house."  We  might 
also  here  mention  that  in  1835  one  thousand  six  hundred  legal 
voters  petitioned  the  county  commissioners  to  refuse  liquor  licenses. 
K.  A.  Chapman  presented  it  in  a  speech,  and  George  A shmun  opposed 
it.  The  commissioners  refused  the  petition.  At  the  May  elections 
the  temperance  issue  was  fought  over,  and  James  "W.  Crooks,  G. 
Stiles,  of  Southwick,  C.  Knox,  of  Palmer,  L.  Bagg,  of  West  Spring- 
field, and  L.  Wright,  of  AVestfield,  were  elected.  They  granted 
licenses  freely.  The  venerable  and  much-honored  ex- Lieutenant- 
Governor  Trask,  who  enjoys  nothing  better  than  to  pass  a  genial 
afternoon  talking  about  bygone  days,  says  that  Mr.  Chapman's  law 
partner  signed  the  temperance  pledge  in  1840,  and  made  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  temperance  addresses  he  ever  heard. 

The  Klliot-Buckland  murder  trial,  in  September,  1834,  excited  the 
interest  not  onlv  of  the  town,  but  the  whole  country  round.  Moses 
Elliot,  the  accused,  was  a  lad  of  twelve,  and  Josiah  Buckland,  his 
victim,  was  but  a  year  older.  These  boys  had  made  up  their  minds 
to  run  away,  and  on  a  Saturday  in  April,  1834,  had  repaired  to  a 
hop-pole  house  on  the  Rice  farm,  on  the  Wilbraham  road,  to  divide 
their  clothing  and  to  make  some  preparations  for  their  journey.  The 
upshot  was  that  in  the  middle  of  the  day  Elliot  fled  home,  and  was 
subsequently  seen  going  in  the  direction  of  the  hop-house  with  a 
spade,  presumedly  to  bury  the  dead.  No  boy  so  young  had  ever 
been  tried  for  murder  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  greatest  excite- 
ment prevailed  when  Chief-Justice  Shaw  and  Judges  Wilde  and 
I'utnam  opened  the  extra  session  in  the  autumn  of  that  year.  Attor- 
ney-(Jeneral  Austin  and  District  Attorney  Dewey  presented  the  case 
for  the  State,  and  Judire  Morris  was  assisted  by  the  brilliant  and 
eloquent  George  Aslimun.  People  neglected  their  business  in  order 
to  hear  the  evidence.  The  Elliot  boy's  name  for  mischief -making 
continned  the  popular  belief  in  his  guilt,  and  Judge  ^lorris  was  set  to 
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confi*ont  a  ilesi)erately  strong  tide  of  circumstances.  His  plea  was 
over  two  hours  long.  The  old  couiii-house  (Odd  Fellows'  building) 
was  packed  to  the  doors  ;  crowds  hung  about  the  building,  and  coim- 
tiy  teams  were  standing  in  all  the  approaches  to  the  Springfield 
hall  of  justice.  Hundreds  had  driven  into  the  village  many  miles  to 
hear  Morris's  defence.  The  lawyer  had  first  to  sweep  aside  prejudice 
and  a  |)opular  feeling  of  guilt,  and  then  to  offer  explanations  of  the 
stem  facts  of  blood,  death,  and  of  the  secretive  acts  of  Elliot. 
Morris  had  a  rotund,  sweeping,  and  imi)etuous  style  of  oratory.  His 
powerful  arms  would  sweep  through  the  air,  and  he  would  ix)se,  or 
stamp  his  foot,  or  stride  to  and  fro  before  the  twelve  jur\Tnen,  as  was 
the  wont  ot  the  profession  half  a  century  ago.  The  court-room  had 
been  gradually  drawn  to  the  prisoner's  side,  and  under  the  skilful 
handling  of  Morris  the  jury,  too,  were  affected ;  and  when  the  lawyer 
sat  down  women  were  in  tears,  and  the  whole  iKxly  of  listeners  deeply 
moved.  The  jury  acquitted  Elliot  after  an  absence  of  two  hours,  and 
a  memorable  scene  of  relief  and  consrratulation  followed. 

Another  graphic  scene,  but  of  a  far  different  nature,  occarre<l  in 
August,  1832,  when  about  one  hundred  revolutionary  soldiers  of  the 
county  assembled  at  the  Probate  Court  to  prove  their  pension  claims 
under  a  new  act,  and  the  circumstance  gave  rise  to  a  patriotic  demon- 
stration. The  portrait  of  George  Washington,  copied  from  the  Gilbert 
Stewart  painting  at  Hartford,  by  Mr.  Elwell,  then  growing  in  ix>pii- 
larity,  was  hung  in  the  court-room,  and  one  veteran  said,  with  tears  in 
his  eves,  ''Oh,  ves,  it  looks  like  the  old  (General."  This  venerable 
company,  after  the  legal  formalities,  took  their  slow  march  to  the 
Hampden  Coffee-house  in  a  pouring  rain.  A  fine  dinner  was  laid  for 
them,  and  Judge  Morris  s|x>ke,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Knapp,  of  Westfield, 
pronounced  a  blessing.  ^Ir.  Elwell's  portrait  of  Washington  now 
hangs  in  the  Common  Council  room  in  this  city,  and  sen'es  to  per- 
petuate the  name  of  the  artist  whom  so  many  in  this  region  houoreil 
and  loved. 

George  IMiss  came  quite  prominently  into  pf>litics  in  18[»."),  when  be 
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was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  ami  uiioii  the  death  of  Benjamiu 
Pickmaii  he  was  chosen  president  of  that  boily.  In  1832  Mr.  Bliss 
had  re|>orted  a  bill  enlarging  the  jurisiliction  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  criminal  eases  and  regulating  the  api)ointment  and 
duties  of  prosecuting  attorneys.  It  pjissed  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. The  great  legislative  event  of  the  exciting  year  of  1835  was 
the  consideration  of  the  new  code.  A  lai*ge  committee  of  the  I..egis- 
laturc  took  the  voluminous  report  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
revision  of  the  statutes,  and  considered  it  during  the  recess.  Mr. 
Bliss  was  chairman  of  this  committee.  Governor  Davis  had  mean- 
time been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Armstrong  wanted  the  section  about  \)(X>v  debtors  to  be 
stricken  out,  even  threatening  to  veto  the  whole  bill  if  this  wei-e  not 
done.  Mr.  Bliss  wrote  William  B.  Calhoun  on  the  matter,  and  rv»- 
ceived  this  reply  :  ''A  single  provision  is  arrayed  against  the  whole 
labor  of  yeai*s.  It  is  fashionable  to  assume  res[K)usibility,  but  this 
would  be  a  most  fearful  kind  for  anv  individual.'*  This  reassure<l 
Mr.  Bliss,  and  the  committee  stood  firm.  Armstrong  tinally  sigiietl 
the  bill,  contenting  himself  with  a  protest  against  the  action  of  the 
House  recpiiring  him  to  approve  the  whole  bill  or  veto  it. 

When  it  was  rumored  in  SpriugtieUl  that  (Governor  Davis  was  a 
c^mdidate  for  the  United  States  Senate,  Judge  Oliver  B.  Morris 
wrote  Mr.  Bliss  in  a  distressed  state  of  miml.  lie  aske<l :  '•  Art* 
there  any  among  the  whig  party  who  are  willing  to  remove  Governor 
Davis  from  liis  laesent  situation,  and  therebv  endanjjer  the  inte^ritv 
of  the  party  in  the  selection  of  a  successor?  .  .  .  The  Jackson 
folk  among  us  are  delighted  with  the  idea."  But  their  and  simi- 
lar protests  were  unavailing,  and  Davis's  advancement  to  the  United 
States  Senate  )>rought  the  adverse  elements  of  the  whig  party  to 
the  surface,  and  Judire  Jlorris's  feai*s  wi*re  realized.  A  convention 
of  the  whig  meniWrs  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  had  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Webster  for  thi*  i)residencv  in  Januarv,  18.55,  Geoiir** 
Bliss  being  on  the   couiinittee  which   drew  u[i  the  Webster  ajiiK»al  ti» 


SPRINGFIELD,    1636-1886.  481 


the  people  of  the  United  States.  Davis  was  ek*cted  to  the  Senate 
in  the  middle  of  February.  On  the  evening  of  the  27th  a  legis- 
lative convention  of  whigs  was  called  on  only  two  or  three  days' 
notice  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  governor.  It  was  not  a  conven- 
tion of  the  party,  but  the  legislative  membei-s  of  the  party ;  and 
when  Senator  Allen,  of  Worcester,  proposed  a  ballot  without  debate, 
George  liliss  sprang  to  his  feet  and  voiced  the  sentiment  of  western 
Massachusetts  when  he  said,  with  great  earnestness,  ''  Sir,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Legislature  were  not  chosen  with  reference  to  any  object 
of  this  kind.  They  have  no  power  from  the  people  to  act  for  them 
in  this  matter.  .  .  .  The  great  whig  party  of  Massachusetts  is  not 
fairly  represented  in  this  convention.  Gentlemen  will  be  surprised 
when  I  state  the  astounding  fact  that  there  are  at  least  115  towns  in 
the  Couunon wealth  which  cannot  be  represented  by  whigs  on  this 
floor.  .  .  .  And  let  me  add,  sir,  there  is  already  in  the  river  coun- 
ties a  great  excitement,  a  strong  feeling  caused  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  last  few  weeks.*' 

After  the  excitement  was  over,  ^Ir.  Hliss,  with  others,  were  finally 
convinced,  in  view  of  the  figure  which  the  Massachusetts  whigs 
were  attempting  to  cut  in  national  politics,  that  the  best  thing  to  do 
was  to  swing  into  the  Everett  line.  This  decision  was  not  reached, 
however,  until  home  influence  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
president  of  the  Senate,  as  appeal's  by  this  extract  from  a  private 
letter  sent  Mr.  Bliss  from  Sanuiel  Bowles,  father  of  the  late  Samuel 
Bowles,  dated  March  .'),  183,") :  — 

But  while  we  agree  with  you  in  disapproving  the  hasty  and  unfair  manner  of 
tlu'  iiuiiiinatioii,  I  am  sorry  to  see  a  few  —  Judge  Morris,  Mr.  Bontecou,  and 
otliers  —  taking  the  oecasion  to  oppose  tlie  candidate,  and  openly  electioneer  for 
S.  T.  Armstrong  I  .  .  .  The  sentiments  you  may  see  in  my  next  paper  are  in 
accordance  with  those  of  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Willard,  and  Ashmun.  If  it  should 
l)rove  that  Mr.  F^verett  is  the  candidate  of  the  majority  (and  I  believe  it  will  so 
jjrovf;,  we  do  not  think  it  hcst  to  make  any  unnecessary  distraction  in  the  vhig 
]»arty,  liecause  some  of  our  friends,  whose  goo<l  and  patriotic  motives  we  see  no 
reason  to  jlouht,  have  nominated  the  right  candidate  in  the  wrong  way. 
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Thut  one  may  iniderstaiul  the  extent  of  men's  feelin<^s,  this  pas- 
sage from  a  letter  from  Oliver  B.  Morris  to  George  Bliss  may  lx» 
added :  '"  Under  present  circumstances,  if  those  who  voted  for  !Mr. 
Davis  at  the  last  election  can  be  made  to  vote  for  Mr.  Everett  next 
November,  in  my  judgment  they  will  be  no  longer  worthy  to  be  called 
whigs.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  call,  and  I  think  properly,  the 
followers  of  Van  Buren  *•  collar  men,"  and  under  the  control  of  a 
regency.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  those  who  undertook  to  act  for 
the  whig  party  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Everett  usurped  ix)wer 
which  the  party  never  conferred  u^jon  them."  AVilliam  G.  Bates,  of 
Westfield,  wrote  Bliss  as  follows  :  — 

And  first,  I  must  say  how  inucli  obUgcd  wc  all  are  to  you  for  your  stand  at 
the  lejjrislative  caucus.  The  proceeding  is  most  disai>trous,  as  respects  to  the 
prospects  of  the  >vhigs,  if  indeed  we  are  now  known  hy  that  name.  Brother  B. 
is  all  wrong.  You  know  how  much  is  said  in  our  country  about  Boston  influence, 
and  how  much  more  has  been  said  to  the  west  of  us,  and  how  much  Me  have 
labored  to  undo  any  such  belief.  But  now  what  can  we  say  to  any  such  charges? 
They  have  not  only,  in  violation  of  all  precedent  and  in  disregard  to  the  late 
practices  of  the  party,  put  an  obnoxious  candidate  before  the  people,  but  they 
have  confederated  with  the  Jackson  party  to  uncap  the  commonwealth  in  order 
to  make  wav  for  him.  And  for  what  rea.'ion?  Whv,  ostensiblv  to  unite  with  the 
anti-Masons  —  as  if  we  could  not  do  it  at  any  time  —  by  coming  uj>on  their  ground 
and  playing  second  to  their  fiddle.  .  The  .Jackson  i»ariy  increases  its 

chances  of  electing  their  stereotyjK'd  ticket  —  the  anti-Masons  choose  a  governor 
who  believes  that  the  obligations  of  Masonry  destroys  the  allegiance  of  govern- 
ment (who  of  course  acting  upon  his  principle  in  relation  to  appointments  is  a 
thorough  anti-Mason)  and  the  jwor  whigs  get  notiiing.     It  won't  do! 

But  Mr.  Bliss  would  not  <rive  wav.  While  adniittinir  the  iiTcjru- 
laritv  of  Everett's  nomination,  there  was  never  anv  doul*t  about  the 
general  desire  among  the  whigs  that  he  should  be  their  candidate. 

Edward  Everett  ran  in  on  a  somewhat  reduced  majority, '1)ut  George 
Bliss  lost  his  seat  in  the  Senate  bv  an  advei*stj  vote,  wliich  his  braverv 
and  good  judgment  had  by  no  means  merite<l.     Jle  had  been  president 
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pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  during  Mr.  Pickman's  illness,  and  \i\yon  his 
election  as  president  a  Boston  paper  had  remarked  that  it  had  been 
said  of  George  Bliss's  father  that  "  nothing  escaped  his  notice  or  ex- 
amination. This  is  true  of  the  son,  —  his  mind  is  extremely  active, 
and  its  aeti\ity  is  more  than  ordinarily  apparent  in  the  variations  of 
his  countenance  and  in  his  whole  air  and  movements.  No  person  of 
observation  can  fail  to  perceive  that  he  is  constantly  intent.'' 

The  festivities  attending  the  second  cent<Minial  of  the  town's  birth 
began  upon  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  24,  1836,  when  Gov.  Pklward 
Everett  and  suite,  Col.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  General  Dearborn,  and 
other  officials  arrived  at  Springfield  from  Boston  by  the  old  Moseley 
stage  line.  A  cavalcade  of  citizens,  and  as  well  many  in  carriages, 
met  the  party  at  the  Five  Mile  House,  and  conducted  them  to  the 
Hampden  CoflPee-house  upon  Court  square.  Charles  Stearns  had  also 
arrived  from  Maine  the  same  day,  bringing  with  him  four  fresh  salmon 
and  trout  caught  nearly  four  hundred  miles  from  Springfield,  he  *'  hav- 
ing been  only  forty-three  horn's  on  the  way."  John  Howard  opened  his 
residence  in  the  evening,  and  the  citizens  of  Springfield  had  an  oppor; 
tunity  to  become  acquainted  with  his  Kxcellency  and  party. 

The  eventful  25th  was  heralded  with  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the 
ringing  of  bells.  The  fire  department,  under  Stephen  C.  Bemis  and 
George  1) wight,  assembled  at  an  early  hour  upon  Chestnut  street 
and  proceeded  to  Court  square,  where  it  showed  to  a  large  crowd  what 
the  hand-engine  pumps  could  do  upon  occasion.  The  governor  was 
escorted  to  the  scene  of  the  oratory  by  five  hundred  mechanics,  the 
procession  being  formed  upon  Elm  street.  The  printers  had  i)rovided 
a  hand-press  from  '"The  Springfield  Republican"  oHIce,  and  as  they 
moved  along  they  worked  off  an  edition  and  distributed  copies  to  the 
people.  The  mechanics  of  the  armory  followed  with  a  banner,  then 
the  carpenters  and  workers  in  wood,  then  machinists,  shoemakers,  and 
so  on  throi^gh  the  list  of  trades.  The  hardware  mechanics  from  Wil- 
limansi'tt  were  conspicuous  in  the  line.  The  military  escort  included 
the  Si)ringfield  Light  Infantry,  the  Springfield  Aitillery  Company,  the 
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West  Springfield  Grays,  and  an  inde|)endent  company  from  East 
Longiueadow,  which  latter  were  noticeable  by  having  two  men  at 
their  liead  in  Indian  costume.  The  mechanics  marched  through 
several  streets  lK»fore  they  halted  at  the  Ham|Klen  Coffee-house,  and 
were  there  joine<l  by  the  governor  and  staff,  officers  of  the  day,  and 
soldiery.  They  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Fii-st  Parish  meeting-house, 
whose  capacity  was  sorely  taxed  with  as  brave  a  throng  as  ever 
gathereil  there.  Judge  Morris's  address  took  two  hours  in  its  delivery, 
and  is  quite  familiar  to  the  j^eople  of  this  genei*ation  and  to  library 
frequenters,  and  has  been  much  used  abroad  :is  the  basis  of  historical 
articles  upon  tlie  early  history  of  this  town.  After  the  exercises  in 
the  meeting-house,  the  guests  and  the  officers  of  the  day  were  es- 
corted to  the  town-hall  on  State  street ;  George  Bliss  wa.s  president 
of  the  day,  and  John  Howard,  Justice  Willanl,  Charles  Steams, 
James  AV.  Crooks,  George  Ashmun,  Charles  Howard,  and  George 
Bancroft  were  vice-pn*sidents.  Tables,  i)i-ovide<l  for  nearly  four 
hundi-ed  guests,  were  furnished  by  Mr.  Bishop,  of  the  Springfield 
Hotel.  Governor  Everett,  (leorge  Bancroft,  and  other  distinguished 
gentlemen  "  occupied  the  circular  seats  around  the  pn*sident."  The 
galleries  were  tilled  with  soldiery,  but  its  interest  to  us  centres  in  the 
toasts  and  si>eeches. 

Kdwaixl  Everett  added  the  elegance  of  his  diction  when  he  si>oke  to 
proiKJse  the  toast,  "'The  fathers  of  New  England  —  their  faults  were 
the  faults  of  the  age  ;  their  piety,  courage,  and  perseverance  were 
their  own.  Time,  which  destroys  all  things,  will  >trengtheu  their 
work  and  honor  their  meniorv.'' 

Mr.  Bliss  had  noted  in  his  remarks  that  Kichard  Everett,  one  of 
tlie  early  settlei*s  of  Springfield,  was  a  relative  of  Governor  Everett. 
His  Excellency  expressed  his  surprise  and  gratification,  and  then  took 
up  the  weighter  matters  of  llie  hour,  in  the  following  manner:  — 

I  regard  such  a  celebration  as^  a  nuMe  day  of  reeompen*;e  for  the  tribulations 
of  other  times.  Woul«l  not  William  P\  nchon.  sir.  on  the  very  day  when  his 
book,  written  with  the  heavy  rebuke  of  the  fathers  of  church  and  ftate,  was  i^no- 
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luiiiiously  burned  on  BoHton  Common,  liave  felt  his  lieart  cheered  and  his 
spirit  soothed,  even  under  the  infliction  of  that  ))urning  stigma,  could  he  have 
foreseen  that  when  near  two  centuries  should  have  passed,  on  an  occasion  like 
tliis,  amidst  thousands  of  an  admiring  posterity,  his  name  would  be  repeated  with 
respect,  gratitu<le,  and  veneration,  as  the  great  founder  of  what  we  behold  around 
us?  Could  I  ho^K'.  sir,  that  after  the  lapse  of  200  years,  my  humble  name  would 
be  remembered  with  kintl  feelings  of  those  who  shall  come  after  us,  as  one  who 
had  sought  to  promote  the  public  good,  I  should  deem  any  labor,  care,  and  sacrifice 
as  cheaply  encountered  for  such  a  recompense.  If  to  the  moral  interest  of  the 
festival  which  has  called  us  together  you  add  the  attractions  of  nature  at  thi« 
pleasant  season  of  the  year,  and  in  this  beautiful  region,  you  will  not  wonder, 
sir,  at  our  readiness  to  leave  the  noisy  streets  and  smoky  atmosphere  of  the  city 
for  a  visit  to  the  banks  of  this  most  lovely  river.  \  poetical  writer,  a  native  of 
our  sister  State  which  bears  the  name  of  the  (Connecticut,  has  exclaimed  in  the 
most  beautiful  lines  of  a  long  work  — 

"  Thy  parent  stream,  fair  Hartford,  met  his  eye, 
Far  lessening  ui)ward  to  the  northern  sky ; 
Xo  watery  gleams  through  happier  valleys  shine, 
Nor  drinks  the  .sea  a  lovelier  wave  than  thine." 


^lany  speeches  were  delivered  upon  this  occasion.  Charles  Stearns 
drove  a  nail  into  this  thesis  upon  the  wall  of  an  ancient  town's  his- 
tory in  saying,  "^The  interlopers  will  endeavor  to  leave  old  Spring- 
field in  as  good  condition  as  they  found  it/'  George  Bancroft,  the 
future  historian,  chose  as  his  toast  the  noted  Capt.  Samuel  Holyoke, 
*"  the  hero  and  the  martyr  of  the  Falls  fight.  His  memory  shall  be 
cherished  till  the  cataract  of  the  Connecticut  ceases  to  roar;  his  fame 
shall  stand  as  imperishable  as  the  mountain  that  bears  his  name." 
A  toast  was  pro|)Osed  to  the  county  of  Berkshire  (a  part  of  the 
original  county  of  Hampshire),  which  was  hailed  "not  as  a 
colony,  but  as  an  independent  and  sister  county.  May  our  union  be 
still  more  strongly  connected  by  the  increasing  enterprise  and  public 
spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  counties."  This  was  a  fitting  intro- 
<luction  to  the  toast  of  Col.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  a  descendant  of 
John  Hampden,  whom  he  extolled,  and  said,  "  A  noble  name,  and 
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worthily  bestowed  upon  the  county  which  bears  it.'*  Julius  Rock- 
well turned  the  attention  of  the  table  to  the  future  by  n^ferring  to 
the  commercial  enteq^rises  that  were  absorbing  public  attention  at 
that  time,  dwelling  ui>on  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  Western 
railroad,  the  route  of  which  was  then  b«?ing  surveyeil.  John  Howard 
pro|)osed  as  a  toast,  ''  Modern  antiquarians  :  *'  Justice  Willard  '•  The 
land  of  our  home  and  the  home  of  our  fathers ; "  George  Ashmun, 
'^School- houses  ;  *'  Major  Inches,  of  the  Ik)stou  Indejwndent  Cadets, 
"'  The  orator  of  the  day ;  "  S.  O.  Russell,  '•  The  history  of  the 
settlement  of  Springfiehl : '*  and  E.  D.  Beach,  ••The  Springfield 
Light  Infantrv." 

Many  lettei*s  from  i)romim'ut  men  were  read  after  the  six»akiiig. 
John  <Juincy  A<lams  wrote  from  Washington  proposing  the  senti- 
ment, ''  The  Puritan  principles  purified  by  the  school  of  time,  still 
hnproviug  from  age  to  age,  the  physical  culture  of  the  Western 
hemisphere  aud  the  moral  culture  of  the  human  mind/'  Daniel  Web- 
ster took  occasion  to  write :  ''  Two  centuries  have  made  a  great 
town  out  of  a  handful  of  settlers,  and  the  present  prospec*t  is  that  its 
future  history  is  to  be  marked  by  a  still  more  rapid  degree  of  growth 
and  im[)rovement.  .  .  .  Long  may  education  aud  knowledge, 
sobriety,  morality,  and  religion  characterize  their  enjoyment  under 
the  blessings  of  Providence."  Alden  Bradford,  the  president  of  the 
Pilgrim  8(x;iety  at  Boston,  paid  a  high  tribute  to  William  Pynchon, 
saying  that,  while  he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  his  associates 
u|)OU  mattei-s  of  dogmatic  theology,  his  *'  probity,  piety,  and  learning 
were  never  doubted."  Mr.  Bi-adfoixl  proposed  this  toast :  '•  Perpe- 
tuity to  the  essential  principles  of  the  Puritans,  —  a  preeminent 
regard  for  the  authority  of  (iod  and  for  the  rights  of  men."  Let- 
ters were  also  read  from  Levi  Lincoln,  Judire  Storv,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  and  others. 

In  the  evening  a  reception  at  the  elegant  residence  of  Geoi^e  Bliss 
and  a  concert  by  the  Springfield  Musical  Society  made  their  bids  for 
the  UK*al  public.     The  occasion  softened  the  rigoi's  of  political  rivalry. 
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and  Oliver  H.  Morris,  Kdward  Everett,  and  Cieorge  Bliss  fraternized 
with  perfect  cordiality. 

But  the  non-pai*tisan  spirit  of  anniversaries  soon  depaited.  The 
Fourth  was  coming,  and  Mr.  Beacli  announced  in  his  paper  that  the 
celebration  was  not  to  be  on  the  hill,  but  Factory  Village.  Cabotville 
was  aroused,  and  protested,  and  some  one,  signhig  as  '*  Skipnmck," 
remarked,  "There  are  some  very  important  characters  at  Cabot- 
ville who  want  to  control  everything ;  but  they  will  not  prevent  us  at 
Chicopee  Factory  from  doing  as  we  please."  Another  disquieting 
rumor  was  that  the  pure  democracy  was  preparing  for  a  celebration 
on  the  hill,  and  that  George  Bancroft  had  engaged  to  deliver  the 
oration.  So  it  proved.  But  the  "  union  celebration,"  as  it  was 
called,  came  otT  at  Chicopee  Factory,  and  was  an  immense  success. 
A  procession,  under  Colonel  Nettleton,  formed  at  the  Adams  House 
and  marched  to  the  meeting-house.  ''The  operation  of  the  mills 
being  suspended,"  says  the  ancient  chronicler,  "  the  doors  and  win- 
dows of  the  boarding-houses  were  filled  with  bright  eyes  and  smiling 
faces.  What  a  sight  for  a  bachelor !  Nearly  in  front  of  the  meet- 
ing-house  the  national  flag,  in  right  good  taste,  waved  on  the  top  of 
an  aged  white  oak."  Rev.  Dorus  Clark  was  chaplain,  and  Myron 
Lawrence  orator.  S.  Shackford  presided  at  the  banquet  at  the  hotel 
tliat  followed,  and  speeches  were  made  by  Wells  Southworth,  J. 
Jolmson.  E.  Fklwards,  J.  C.  Bemis,  George  W.  Culver,  Elihu  Adams, 
Charles  Stearns,  Samuel  Bowles,  J.  M.  Coltou,  and  others. 

(ieorge  Bancroft's  Fourth  of  July  oration  on  the  hill  to  the  Spring- 
lield  (lemocrats  made  quite  a  stir  at  the  time.  *'  Whiggism,  the  party 
of  vested  rights  !  "  he  exclaimed  ;  "it  perpetuates  established  wrong 
on  tlie  plea  of  vested  rights."  The  whig,  he  maintained,  "  pants  for 
monopoly."  The  curious  thing  about  this  was  that  at  this  time  the 
whigs  had  nominated  Webster,  who  was  not  rich,  and  had  sent  to  Con- 
gress Mr.  Calhoun,  who  had  been  offensively  called  a  paujjer;  while 
Ww  demo(rrats  had  i)ut  up  wealthy  men  all  down  the  ticket,  including 
the  Hampden  senatoi*s.     A  very  amusing  contest  followed,  in  which 
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ric'li  hikI  jhmh'.  whig  iiiid  Jacksouiaii,  were  very  iiiiich  mixed  up.  It 
w:i!s  jiia<le  iioin'  tlu'  lrs>  diwrtiiijj:  wlu*n  Bancroft,  the  "•white  kul- 
<ilov«*  ami  silk-stockiiijj:  deincxMat  "  was  noininatecl  a<^aiust  Calhoun 
for  (oiijrress. 

Mr.  Bancroft  ha<l  Immmi  a  whig  hut  two  years  ]»efore.  He  was 
wh:it  was  known  as  a  .lack'-on  frdrralist.  Not  tlie  least  iut4»r- 
estinjr  pha.M*  of  tliis  canvas^  was  the  tlragginir  in  <»f  Mr.  Baueroft'ji 
<*onnection  with  the  Masons.  It  will  he  renieinluMeil  that  au  auti- 
Masonic  convention  was  hehl  at  Warriner'>  t:ivern  c»n  tlie  evening  of 
()ctoU»r  11,  ix.'U.  A  resohition  was  iu*oiK)se<l  coninieu<lin«r  Mr. 
Bancroft  for  a  htter  written  by  him  to  some  Nortliampton  voters,  ami 
asking  him  t<»  take  a  seat  in  the  convention  an<l  become  its  camliclate 
for  Congn'ss.  Seth  Flagg,  the  chairman.  c:ime  to  the  front  in  that 
canvass  of  \x:\\\  in  explanation  thereof.  He  clainicd  Mr.  liancroft 
had  jii>j)roache(l  him  before  the  ccmvention  met  with  resolntious 
favoring  his  own  nomination  for  Congress;  tliat  Mr.  Bancroft  was 
invite<l  to  take  a  sent  ;  tliat  he  (Flagg)  i>re>ente<l  the  resolutions  as 
recfuestecl ;  tiiat  Mr.  Bancroft  rea<l  amusing  extracts  from  a  book  on 
Free  M:i>onrv,  and  then  witlnlrew  ;  that  tlie  next  dav  Mr.  Bancroft 
comphiined  to  him  (Flagg)  that  lie  Iiad  lK*en  accniseil  of  l<x)king  into 
th»'  windows  of  the  Warriner  tavern  while  the  convention  was  in 
session,  and  deman<led  of  Flagg  a  paper  to  the  effect  that  this  was 
not  true,  which  lie  secured  :  tiiat  he  returned  shortlv  with  another 
stronger  paper  for  Fhigg  to  sign,  stating  that  the  convention  had 
a.sked  Bancr(»ft  to  sit  in  the  convention,  had  recommended  him  as 
congressional  candidate,  and  then  reconsidered  this  action ;  that 
Flagg  signed  this  paper  with  the  understamling  that  it  was  not  to  be 
eircnlate<l  publicly.  ^Ir.  Flagg  claimed  that  in  spite  of  this  state- 
ment, over  his  own  signature,  the  resolutions  recommending  Bancroft 
as  a  candidate  were  not  passed,  but  simply  presented  and  laid  on  ihe 
table.  Here  was  a  pretty  complication,  :ind  caused  no  end  of  criuii- 
uation  and  recriininath)n  then.  Mr.  liancroft  certainlv  had  the 
written    statement    of  the   chairman  of    the  convention  that   he  was 
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nouiinated.  But  he  did  not  secure  the  support  of  the  anti-Masons 
sufficient  to  elect  hiui  in  1836.  The  vote  stood:  Calhoun,  3,958 ; 
Bancroft,  2,878.  Bancroft,  however,  polled  about  four  hundred  more 
votes  in  the  district  than  Warner,  democrat,  did  m  1834. 

George  Ashnmn  was  a  member  of  the  Whig  State  Central  Com- 
mittee of  1835,  when  Webster  had  been  put  up  for  President.  In 
1837  (Tcorge  Ashinun  and  Reuben  Boies,  Jr.,  were  whig  nominees  for 
the  State  Senate.  The  Loco  Foco  Van  Buren  convention  at  West 
Springfield  nominated  (TeorgcTlahcVoft  and  Lucius  Wright,  of  West- 
field.  Hampden  county  JimLgomi  tory  the  year  before,  but  Ashraun 
and  Boies  turned  the  votejto  the  whig  colunm  with  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Tiie  representatives  in  1837  were  Daniel  W.  Wil- 
lard,  IVTpheus  Nettleton,  Josiah  Hooker,  William  Dwight,  Samuel  H. 
Stebbins,  and  Luke  Bemis,  Jr.,  all  whigs.  It  was  a  bad  year  for 
Ix)co  Focoism  in  western  Massachusetts.  Immediately  after  the  elec- 
tion  John  Mills  was  offered  the  coUectorship  of  the  port  of  Boston,  so 
it  was  understood  by  his  friends ;  but  he  declined,  and  George  Ban- 
croft was  appointed.  When  (ieorge  Ashnmn  was  renominated  for 
the  Senate,  in  tht?  fall  of  1838,  Charles  Stearns,  Elijah  Blake,  and 
Samuel  Bowles  called  his  attention  to  the  report  that  democrats  were 
supporting  him  in  consequence  of  a  pledge  that  he  would  advocate 
the  repeal  of  the  fifteen-gallon  law.  Ashmun  responded  as  follows  : 
^^  I  am  lK)und  to  no  man  or  body  of  men  on  that  or  anv  other  sub- 
ject.  The  whole  system  of  pledges  I  regard  as  odious  and  at  war 
with  the  true  principles  of  republican  representation."  This  was 
considered  satisfactory. 

The  election  was  a  draw,  and  w:is  thus  thrown  into  the  Legislature, 
which  had  no  trouble  in  choosing  Ashnmn  and  Boies.  When  the 
liftcen-gallon  law  came  up  in  the  Legislature  in  1839  in  the  shape  of 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  George  Bliss  made  a 
telling  attack  upon  it.  The  fifteen-gallon  law  made  no  end  of  trou- 
ble. In  June,  1839.  Klisha  Edwards  was  aiTCsted  for  violating  the 
fifteen-gallon  law  by  selling  licjuor  to  an  employ^  of  Charles  Stearns, 


440  SPRIXGFIELD,    1630-1886. 


on  the  latter's  order,  and  a  troublesome  prosecution  followed.  The 
liquor  issue  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  caucus  of  1839,  when 
Everett  and  Morton  were  pitted  against  each  other  once  more,  the 
former  being  defeated  by  one  vote  ;  and  the  first  important  step  of  the 
new  Legislature  was  to  repeal  the  obnoxious  fifteen-gallon  law. 
Marcus  ^Morton  was  the  father  of  Judoje  Moilon  of  this  citv. 

An  incident  of  the  Morton  election  is  preserved  by  an  odd  coni- 
munication  of  that  day,  headed:  "'The  Complaint  of  the  town  clock 
to  the  Parish  committee  of  the  First  Society  m  Springfield."  This 
elu-onometer  said :  '•  Marcus  Morton  wouhl  not  have  been  governor 
but  for  me.  On  the  dav  of  the  election  in  November  last  I  was  10 
minutes  too  fast.  The  i)olls  were  to  be  closed  at  half-past  four.  A 
good  whig  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  who  was  char}'  of  his  time 
calculated  that  he  could  leave  home  at  four  o'clock  and  Ih'  at  the  town- 
hall  in  time  to  vote.  His  calculations  were  right.  He  left  home  ex- 
actly at  four  o'clock,  but  he  was  Uh>  late.  The  i)olls  were  closed  by 
mv  time :  his  vote  was  lost,  and  Morton  was  jrovernor  bv  one  vote." 

The  tiMnperance  issue  made  trouble  for  the  whigs  also  in  the  Legis- 
lature. The  delegates  of  lHof$  were  (^eorge  Bliss,  Orange  C'hapiu, 
William  Cliilds,  Elijah  Hlake,  Sylvester  Tayh)r.  and  Charles  McClallen. 
all  whigs.  There  was  no  choice  in  the  election  of  183iK  and  a 
second  ballot  was  equally  unsuccessful.  This  was  because  thei*e  was 
a  union  temperance  ticket  in  the' field,  made  up  of  three  I^x*o  Focos 
and  three  whigs.  Springfield  thus  was  not  represented  in  the  Ix^gis- 
lature.  The  Hamixlen  whigs  were  greatly  irritated  by  these  events, 
and  the  Wiiig  Republican  Association  of  Springfield  was  organized 
early  in  the  year  1><40,  with  these  ollicers  :  President,  (ieorge  Ash- 
mun  ;  recording  secretary,  William  Stowe  ;  corresponding  secretary, 
Henrv  Sevmour :  treasurer,  George  Dwijjht :  executive  committee, 
Elijah  Blake,  Luke  Bemis,  Jr.,  Edward  O.  Morris,  Elihu  Adams. 
Francis  M.  Carew,  and  Otis  Skeele.  The  presidential  election  was 
now  coming  on,  and  the  old-liners  gathered  at  Springfield,  Feb.  19, 
1840,    to   give    the    whig    nominee    for    President,  William    Henry 
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Harrison,  a  good  send  otf.  (ieorge  Ashinuu  was  made  i)rcsident, 
and  Henry  Seymour,  of  Springfield,  seeretar3\  Speeelies  were  made 
l)y  Isaac  C'.  Bates,  Emory  Washburn,  of  Worcester,  Judge  C).  H. 
Morris,  William  Stowe,  and  others.  April,  1840,  the  famous  cam- 
paign of  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too"  was  now  under  way,  with  all 
its  picturesque  features. 

One  day  some  Longmejulow  boys  rigged  up  a  log  cabin  and  made 
a  call  on  ''Uncle  Jere's,"  the  cabin  being  drawn  by  six  horses.  A 
fifteen-gallon  keg  served  as  a  chimney.  The  hard-cider  candidate* 
was  well  toasted.  The  year  was  full  of  excitement,  and  the  demo- 
crats were  also  ripe  for  the  fray.  Tliere  was  a  grand  Harrison  demon- 
stration in  Springfield,  October  1),  1X40.  William  B.  Caliioun  had  just 
been  nominated  for  Congress.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th  the  town- 
hall  was  occupied  by  tlie  whigs.  A  triumphal  arch  spanned  Main 
street,  near  the  Chicopee  Bank,  put  up  by  the  merchants  of  '*  Fountain 
row."  Early  Friday  morning  a  cavalcade  with  a  band  rode  in  from 
3Ionson,  and  some  wagons  and  horsemen  poured  in  from  Wilbraham, 
Ludlow,  Longmeadow,  Northampton,  West  Springfield,  (iranby, 
Belchertown,  and  dozens  of  places.  The  Westfield  delegation  to  the 
convention  came  in  a  huge  wagon  drawn  by  twelve  horses,  and  *'  Old 
Tip's  Buggy "  inscribed  on  its  banners.  Over  half-a-dozen  l>ands 
were  tuning  u[)  the  party  i)atriotism.  Cai)t.  (George  Dwight  formed 
the  procession  at  ten  o'clock,  assisted  by  H.  Seymour,  William  M. 
Town,  C.  A.  Mann,  H.  ShurtlefT,  and  others.  Bevolutionary  soldiers 
were  at  the  head,  an<l  the  column,  six  deep,  proceeded  to  AVorthing- 
ton  grove,  where  that  inspiring  leader  of  men,  (reorgt?  Ashmun, 
called  the  assemblage  to  order,  and  Oliver  B.  Morris  was  made  i)resi- 
dent.  All  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  speech-making  and  singing  whig 
songs.  The  American  eagle,  in  all  sizes  and  conditions,  j)erched  on 
the  decorated  floats  tibout  the  grove  ;  whig  mottoes  floated  in  the 
breeze  on  familiar  terms  with  the  stars  and  stripes,  broken  democratic 
arches  lay  in  ruins,  and  lami)oons  furnished  food  for  the  merry. 
Stuffed  roosters  stoo<l  proudly  upon  log  cabins,  an<l  (ieneral  Harrison 
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was  toasted  in  driiikiu^-booths  ou  the  edges  of  the  grove.  It  was  a 
great  day,  aud  there  w^ere  many  great  days  l>cfoi*e  tliat  canvass  was 
over.  Harrison  won,  and  the  wliigs  had  their  short  day  and  deep 
mourning  for  the  death  of  their  standard-l>earer. 

Back  of  all  this  political  commotion  loomed  the  grim  question  of 
slavery,  and  the  fine  art  of  public  life  of  that  day  lay  in  n»tiring  the 
siK'Ctre  of  human  bondage  to  the  background.  William  H.  Calhoun 
had  been  charged  with  forcing  the  issue  by  charging  ratlical  abolition 
upon  Harrison.  This  was  done  to  alienate  the  Southern  whigs ;  but 
Calhoun  denounced  the  attempt  in  phnises  very  spirited  for  him. 
Early  in  \^^M\  some  Hampshire  men,  in  session  at  Amherst,  ha<l  pro- 
posed an  anti-slavery  convention,  to  be  hehl  at  Northampton,  —  a  move 
that  created  nnich  uneasiness.  There  was  an  anti-slavery  prayer- 
meeting  in  Springfield  on  the  evening  of  the  Fourth,  1S.S7,  when  the 
air  was  dismal  with  fire-(^rackei-s,  and  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
Hanijxlen  County  Anti-Slavery  Society  was  held  in  January,  1838,  at 
Dr.  Osgood's  church.  The  oflicei*s  eliK'ted  were :  President,  Abel 
Bliss;  vice-presidents,  Kev.  S.  Osgood,  Kev.  J.  A.  Momll,  and  Rev. 
H.  Smith :  secretary,  Chauncey  Chapin  :  treasurer,  Edwin  Booth ; 
directoi-s.  K.  Chapin,  Luther  Bliss,  Dr.  Jefferson  Church,  Dr.  J. 
Bassett,  and  Noah  Merrick.  Slaverv  was  denounce<l  as  a  national 
sin.  Judge  Morris  made  a  memorable  si^^ech,  the  house  lieing 
packed.  Morris  was  not  itlentified  with  any  abolition  society,  which 
fact  heightened  the  effect  of  his  eloquence.  Dr.  C)sgoo<l  and  Dr. 
Ralph  Emerson,  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  were  di*awu  into 
a  fierce  discussion  over  slaverv.  In  one  letter  Dr.  Osijood  said  : 
"  But  I  ask,  in  what  light  ought  Christians  to  reganl  that  universal 
system  of  concubinage  which  i.>  pi*actise<l  l>y  the  blacks  themselves  in 
all  the  slave  States?  The  slave  laws  do  not  recognize  the  mama^e 
institution.  The  master  has  the  power  to  dissolve  it  at  pleasuiv,  and 
either  of  the  parties  cohabiting  together  may  break  off  their  connec- 
tion at  will,  and  do  so  in  multitudes  of  cases.*' 

Chauncey  Chni)iu  at  this  time  took  occasion  to  draw  out  Mr.  Cal- 


SPRLVGFfKfjD,    10S6-18S6.  443 


hoiin's  opinion  on  slavery.  The  latter  was  again  a  candidate  for 
Congress.  He  answered  by  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  vote 
against  the  admission  of  Arkansas  upon  the  ground  that  slavery  was 
recognized  in  its  constitution  was  suflicient  to  indicate  wiiere  he 
stood.  He  added  :  *'  1  look  upon  this  infernal  traffic  as  but  a  slight 
remove  from  the  foreign  slave-trade  now  so  abhorrent  to  all.  It  is 
the  grand  means  of  perpetuating  slavery.  ...  1  found  no  difficulty  in 
airiving  at  th^ conclusion  that  Congress,  within  its  appropriate  sphere, 
ought  at  once  to  adopt  such  measures  of  judicious  and  efficient  legis- 
lation as  shall  bring  this  great  moral,  social,  and  political  e\il,  in  all 
its  forms,  as  speedily  as  possible  to  an  end.'*  Mr.  Garrison  did  not 
receive  Dr.  Osgood's  support  in  his  radical  notions  of  forming  a  po- 
litical party  at  that  time,  and  Garrison  denounced  Osgood  in  his 
paper  in  unmeasured  terms. 

It  was  of  course  to  be  expected  that  between  the  ent(»rprise  of  the 
stage  men,  the  boating  men,  and  the  railroad  men,  that  the  town 
would  grow  apace.  In  1834  the  population  was  6,784.  By  1837 
Springfield  was  the  sixth  town  in  i)opulation  in  the  State,  and  the 
third  in  the  valuation  of  its  manufactures.  Here  are  some  figures : 
Population,  1),234  ;  public  schools,  20:  winter  scholars,  1,(*>17;  aver- 
age winter  attendance,  1,398;  teachers  (winter),  14  males  and  16 
females,  (summer),  4  males  and  '2ij  females:  academies  and  private 
schools,  I,  with  168  scholars;  cotton-mills,  7,  with  $1,400,000  in- 
vested ;  wool  produced,  4,;>00  pounds ;  value  of  boots  manufactured, 
SI 0.000  ;  tanneries,  3,  with  $8,000  capital ;  hat  factories,  2  ;  paper- 
mills,  4,  with  $120,000  capital;  furnaces,  3,  with  $35,000  capital; 
cutlery,  1 ,  with  $20,000  capital ;  cabinet  and  chair  factories,  6,  with 
$!(;, 000  capital :  plough  manufactories,  2  :  tinware  factories,  4  :  steam- 
boats l)uiltdurinir  vear,  .'>,  valued  at  $18,000.  There  were  also  manu- 
factured  $14,000  worth  of  muskets  at  the  armory.  An  indication  of 
over-production  was  noticed  in  1837,  when  many  hands  were  dis- 
cliarged  at  Chicopee  and  Cabotville.  \\\  1840.  2,."')r)8  persons  were 
engaged  in  Springfield  manufacturing. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  manufacturers,  fannei-s,  and  merchants  of  the 
town,  held  in  the  town-liall,  May  18, 1832,  Justice  Willaixl  in  the  chair, 
and  Stephen  C.  Bemis  secretary,  resolutions  favoring  a  continuation 
of  a  protective  tariff  were  passed.  Another  meeting  at  Waniner*8 
Inn,  May  31,  with  the  landlonl  in  the  chair,  and  Samuel  Bowles 
secretary,  passed  resolutions  against  pe<Uers.  as  it  was  considered 
"  fraught  with  injurious  consequences  to  the  regular  business  of  the 
community  and  tends  to  the  encouragement  of  bad  habits  and  impo- 
sition." The  committee  to  supi)ress  this  practice  consisted  of  James 
Brewer,  James  Wells,  A.  O.  Tannatt,  Francis  M.  C'arew,  and  Stephen 
0.  Russ(41. 

Springfleld  was  not  wanting  in  newspapers  at  this  time.  The 
"  Republican  "  was  a  gi*eat  success  as  a  >tanch  anti-Jackson  sheet. 
It  al>sorl>ed  the  •'  Hamixlen  Journal,"  started  in  1^07  by  Thomas 
Dickman.  The  '*  Hamixlen  Whig"  was  started  in  February, 
1830,  by  John  B.  Kldredgc,  who  sold  out  to  E.  D.  Beach,  in 
183.).  The  ''  Springfield  (Tazette"  was  started  in  September,  1831, 
with  G.  W.  Callender,  Henry  Kirkham,  and  Lewis  Biiggs,  proprie- 
tors. William  Hvde  was  editor  In  1832  Callender  and  Kirkham 
withdrew,  and  the  -•Gazette"  was  published  by  Mr.  Briggs  and 
Josiali  Hooker,  the  latter  being  editor  as  well.  The  •'  Hampilen  In- 
telligencer "  had  started  up  in  1831  as  an  anti-Masonic  paper,  but  was 
short-lived.  In  IMU  Mr.  Beach,  then  editor  of  the  "Hampden 
Post,"  was  nominated  by  the  L<k'<>  Foi'o  party  as  county  treasurer,  but 
was  defeated.  In  1840  William  Stowe  l)eca me  editor  of  the  -'  Spring- 
field Ciazette.'* 

Dr.  Joshua  Frost  was  buried  from  Mr.  Peal>ody*s  church  in  April, 
1832.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  education  aiitl  admirable  character, 
lie  was  a  model  village  man,  being  always  present  at  town-meetings, 
and  ready  to  Ix'ar  his  share  of  public  burdens.  Dr.  Frost  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard,  and  was  State  senator  in  182<j.  lie  was  sixt v-five 
when  he  died.  The  year  following  (August  2.'),  18.33)  Col.  Roswell 
Lee   passed  away,  and  with   liim  a  prominent  actor  in  local  affairs. 
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He  riviiUed  George  Aslimuu  as  a  guest  or  host,  and  Lad  sat  at  the 
head  of  many  banquet  tables,  political  and  social.  His  honorable 
record  as  superintendent  of  the  armory  is  a  matter  of  history.  He 
had  command  of  Fort  Oriswold,  Groton,  Conn.,  in  the  War  of  1812. 
William  Hliss,  the  lawyer,  clied  March  .*),  18:)^5,  aged  forty-one.  He 
ranked  in  his  profession  among  the  first  in  the  county,  and  was 
prominent  in  town  affairs.  He  was  chairman  of  county  commis- 
sioners in  1834.  Mr.  Bliss  was  a  very  companionable  man,  and 
was  very  much  of  a  wit.  ^lanv  anecdotes  are  associated  with  his 
name.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  give  one  of  them. 
Sanmel  Howies  w:is  very  fond  of  pictures,  and  delighted  especially  in 
a  good  portrait.  He  was  very  much  inti^rested  in  ^Mr.  Klwell's  paint- 
ing, and  gave  him  umch  encouragement.  Mr.  Elwell  used  to  t<4l  of 
an  artist  who  had  a  studio  in  tiie  Hyers  building,  facing  on  Court 
square,  and  to  please  ^Ir.  Bowles  it  was  arranged  one  day  that  an 
empty  frame  should  be  placed  in  a  remote  and  somewhat  shaded  cor- 
ner of  the  studio.  Behind  this  William  Bliss  was  placed  in  tableau, 
and  Mr.  Bowles  invited  in  to  view  the  new  portrait.  Tiie  visitor 
was  wonderfully  impressed,  and  finally  when  ^Mr.  Bliss  stepped  aside 
and  left  the  frame  empty,  Mr.  Bowles  threw  his  hands  across  his 
breast  and  sighed  deeply. 

It  may  be  mentioned  by  way  of  church  activities  that  the  Baptist 
meeting-house  was  dedicated  Sept.  12,  18.*52.  In  that  year  was  held 
a  convention  of  the  r>aptist  denomination  of  Massachusetts  in  the 
new  Baptist  church,  one  hundred  and  eighty  churches  being  repre- 
sented. Uev.  Dwight  Ives  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  Bai>- 
tist  Church,  in  January,  18.'5(),  Kev.  T)r.  Davis,  of  Hartford,  preach- 
ing the  sermon.  In  October,  18.*)(>,  Rev.  Simeon  Howard  Calhoun 
was  ordained  at  the  First  Church  as  an  evangelist  preparatory  to  his 
duties  in  Greece  and  the  Holy  Land.  Christ  Church  (Episcopal)  was 
christened  April  1,  1H4(),  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Henry  AV. 
Let'  w:is  in.stalKd  rector,  Kev.  Dr.  Stone,  of  Boston,  preaching  the 
sermon. 
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In  the  autumn  of  1833  a  new  school  building  for  the  Centre  Dis- 
trict was  completed.  It  was  situated  "  near  the  foot  of  State  street." 
The  old  building  was  bought  by  Philip  Wilcox  and  fitted  up  for  a  tin 
factory.  The  blisses  M.  and  N.  Holland  were  teaching  a  young 
ladies'  seminary  at  this  time,  and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Curtis  was  principal  of 
the  Springfield  Female  Academy.  The  school-house  belonging  to  the 
amior\'  was  burned  in  January,  1^40. 

The  fire  department  was  in  a  flourishing  condition.  In  October, 
1837,  there  was  a  grand  muster  with  five  engines,  one  hundreil  and 
sixtv-two  men,  and  one  thousand  thret*  hundred  and  seventy  feet  of 
hose,  not  counting  the  Indeix?ndent  Fire  Club.  The  engines  were 
tested  on  Lil>erty  square,  when  they  proceeded  to  Court  square.  By 
the  use  of  two  engines  hose  was  run  to  the  balustrade  at  the  foot  of 
the  spire  of  Dr.  Osgood's  church  and  a  stream  of  water  thrown  ten 
feet  al>ove  the  old  rooster.  The  annual  festival  of  the  Springfield 
Fire  Department  took  place  Jan.  2,  1838,  one  hundre<l  and  seventy- 
five  sitting  tlown  at  the  Hamjxlen  Coffee-house  table ;  George 
Col  ton  preside<l,  and  Col.  I.  Gooilman,  E.  IIitchcK>ck,  F.  M.  Carew, 
and  Samuel  Bowles  acteii  as  vice-presidents. 

In  183.')  the  Springfield  Light  Infantry  organizeil  as  follows: 
Edward  llowland,  Jr.,  captain  ;  William  W.  Orne,  lieutenant ;  Greorge 
Dwight,  ensign :  Nathaniel  Lombard,  onlerly  sergeant ;  R.  T.  Saf- 
ord,  S.  B.  Iloilgett,  and  Dwight  Smith,  sergeants.  The  follow- 
ing year  Lieut.  George  Dwight  was  elected  captain,  Capt.  E.  Row- 
land having  been  api)ointed  diWsion  insi>ector.  R.  T.  Safford  was 
elected  first  lieutenant  and  Edward  D.  Chapin  ensign.  A  brigade 
muster  followed  in  this  town  a  few  weeks  later,  eleven  companies 
being  pi*esent,  under  command  of  General  West.  The  column 
was  reWewed  on  Walnut  stret^t  by  Major-General  Moseley,  and  by 
Governor  Everett  in  the  afternoon.  The  artiller}'  and  the  light 
infantry  had  another  gala  day  in  September,  1837.  They  were  out 
one  tliousand  strong.  Artillery  was  n'presented  by  companies  from 
West    Springfield,    Monson,    Westfield,    and     Belehertown,    Colonel 
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(iorliaiii  in  eoinniaud ;  and  the  infantry  and  riflemen  came  in  from 
West  Springfield,  Longmeadow,  Brimtield,  Ware,  and  Ludlow,  and 
were  commanded  by  Colonel  E.  Parsons.  Captain  Dwight's  light 
infantry  (Springfield)   were  said  to  have  taken  the  palm. 


CHAI^TER   XIX. 

1}=^41-1852. 

Maj.  Edward  IngrersoII. — Colonel  Riplcv.  —  Militaiy  Superintendents.  —  Protest  of  the 
Aniiorci-s.  —  Charles  Steams.  —  Col.  Roswell  Lee.  —  Tlie  "Steams  Riot." ^  Long 
Liti«rations.  —  Politics.  —  .\shmun'9  Defence  of  Webster.  —  Liquor  Licenses.  —  Ar- 
rival of  John  Quincy  Adamses  Body.  —  Ashmun''*  Public  Career.  —  The  Thompson 
Riots.  —  Eliphalet  Trask's  Position.  —  Erasmus  I).  Beach.  —  John  Mills  again. — 
Chapman  as  a  Statute-Maker.  —  Railroads. — Visit  of  Charle>  Dicken-.  —  More  River 
SteamboaU.  —  The  Fire  of  1844.  —  Real-Estate  Chancres.  —  Propo-^al  for  a  City  Ch*r- 
ler.  —  Deaths  of  N.  P.  Ames,  David  Ames,  and  Dr.  Peabody.  —  Newspapers.  — 
Churches.  —  Removal  of  the  Old  Cemetery,  —  Jenny  Lind.  —  New  Business  Enter- 
prises.—  Militia. — The  New  City. 

Maj.  Edward  Ixgersoli.  was  api)ointe(l  paymaster  and  keeper  of 
the  militarv  stores  at  the  United  States  Arinorv  in  May,  1841 ,  in  the 
place  of  Maj.  Charles  Howard,  who  liad  held  the  place  for  twelve 
years.  IntrersoH  is  the  son  of  John  Injr^*rsolK  of  Westfield,  who  for 
SO  many  years  fiUed  the  |K>sition  of  clerk  of  the  courts,  and  died  in 
18-HK  He  had  grown  u[»  in  Sprin^iekl  as  a  lad,  tending  school, 
driN-ing  cows  for  his  father  up  Main  street,  then  learning  business 
over  the  counter  of  Reynolds  &  ^lorris.  He  has  a  i*are  facultv  of 
obsen'ation  and  a  regular  antiquarian  memory ;  we  may  here  pay 
him  the  tribute  of  having  furnished  for  modem  loc:il  writei*s  more 
color  and  diverting  incidents,  probably,  than  any  other  citizen  now 
living.  His  touciies  are  on  many  of  these  pages,  as  he  has  been  a 
never- failing  source  of  infonnation  as  to  what  he  has  seen  or  heard 
from  men  now  long  gathered  to  their  fathers. 

Major  Ingersoll  l>ecame  paymaster  at  the  armory  at  a  very  critical 
time  in  its  history,  and  it  may  be  said  that  his  good  judgment  and 
considerate  actions  had  much  to  do  with  the  restoration  of  a  better 
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feeling  between  the  armory  administration  and  tlie  citizens  of  Spring- 
field. This  was  the  year  also  when  Col.  J.  W.  Ripley  was  made 
superintendent.  There  was  almost  immediately  a  loud  call  for  Rii>- 
ley's  removal.  Ilis  discii)line  was  of  tlie  strict  military  order,  and 
regulations  like  forbidding  tlie  reading  of  books  or  newspaperH 
in  the  shops  during  working  hours  occasioned  bitter  resentment. 
Tiie  armorers,  in  fact,  objected  to  a  militaiy  man  on  general  princi- 
ples. This  unpopularity  of  a  whig  superintendent  delighted  the  loco 
focos ;  and  well  they  might  feel  plea8e<l,  for  the  disaffection  was 
great  enough  to  bring  al>out  a  draw  in  the  November  elections  for 
representatives,  the  whig  abolitionists  contributing  to  this  result  by 
running  a  '*  liberty"  ticket.  The  political  confusion  had  been  in- 
creased by  the  failure  of  the  whigs,  in  April,  to  elect  town  olHcers. 
There  were  no  less  than  four  tickets  in  the  fiehl,  —  whig,  loco 
foco,  independent,  and  abolition. 

In  the  spring  of  1842  the  armorers  sent  a  committee  to  Washing- 
ton to  protest  against  the  ''  system  of  nnlitary  superintendence." 
The  claim  was  made  at  that  time  that  not  only  the  discipline;  of  the 
men  had  deterioraU*d,  but  that  it  was  less  economical  to  place  a  mili- 
tary man  over  the  armory.  There  had  been  an  uncordial  feeling  in 
the  armory  toward  the  anny  officers,  running  back  to  1833,  when  an 
application  for  more  wages  for  the  armorei*s  was  referred  to  a  commis- 
sion of  three  armory  officers,  which  promptly  recommended  a  reduc- 
tion of  wages.  This  reconnnendation  was  not  followed.  During  the 
sickness  of  Colonel  Lee,  in  1833,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Talcott  had  a 
short  trial  as  superintendent,  and  his  $12.31  musket  and  815,000 
deficit  did  not  aid  the  cause  of  military  superinteudency  very 
nmch.  In  1834  a  civilian,  John  Robb,  paid  off  the  old  debt, 
made  a  musket  for  $11.05,  and  showed  a  sui*plus  at  the  close  of  the 
vear.  In  1835  the  nuisket  was  reduced  to  810.04,  and  when  he  was 
superseded,  in  1841,  he  had  a  surplus  of  842,000.  The  return  to  a 
niililary  superinteudency  had  been  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Oiduance,  of   which   Lieutenant-Colonel   Talcott  was  president. 
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Colonel  Ripley  showed  little  ilisiKisition  to  mend  the  breach  of  good 
feeling  between  the  two  factious,  and  wlien  Amadon,  Foster,  and 
Hopkins,  tlie  committee  of  protesting  armoivi*s  who  liad  l>een  sent  to 
Wasliington,  returneiU  they  weiv  promptly  dischai*ge<l.  Al)OUt  forty 
armorers  were  sent  away  in  a  bunch,  and  at  one  time  the  shops  were 
closed.  Some  one  hundred  and  tifty  men  were  eomi>elled  to  set-k 
employment  elsewhere.  The  bitter  feeliug  was  incivastHi  by  the 
circulation  of  au  unproven  reiXM-t  that  Kipley  aski^l  N.  P.  Ames  A: 
Co.  not* to  employ  <lischai*ged  armorei*s,  and  there  were  many  of  them 
at  that  time.  Piece-workmen  were  immediately  exchanjjed  for  time- 
hands  at  SI. 7.')  per  day.  The  reason  for  this  was  simply  a  matter  of 
economy.  Piece-workmen  would  save  in  a  month  wages  for  two 
months,  and  lock  the  work  in  their  drawers.  Thev  were  able  bv  this 
means  to  be  absent  two  weeks  at  a  time,  their  names  api>eanng  on 
the  pay-rolls  just  the  same.  I'nder  civil  rule  the  men  often  workeii 
only  from  three  to  five  houi*s,  when  tliev  would  hastt'U  off  to  their 
fanns  or  homes.  When  military  rule  was  fairly  establislie<l,  some 
men  earneil  more  money  i^er  month  at  twelve  ami  one-half  ceutii, 
piece  price,  than  they  had  formerly  earned  at  thirty-tliree  cents  i>er 
piece,  l>ecause  they  were  obliged  to  work  statetl  hours. 

The  contest  broadeneil  out  into  a  fight  between  army  men  and 
civilians  genenUly,  and  a  lo<*al  pajier  remarked  :  ""  The  oHicers  of  the 
army  all  over  the  country  are  banded  together  by  a  sort  of  Free 
Mason  tie,  contracted  at  the  West  Point  Academy  to  caiTv  out  the 
schemes  of  their  leadei*s." 

The  nomination  by  the  whigs  of  Charles  Stearns  for  one  of  the 
IlamjKlen  senators,  in  1^42,  may  l)e  considered  evidence  of  the  heat 
of  the  armory  disaffection,  he  lx»ing  an  implacable  fot-  to  military 
8uiK»rintendeucies.  The  county  vote  defeateil  him,  however,  and  Asa 
Lincoln  and  Reulx*n  Champion  were  elect e<l. 

Until  the  apf>ointment  of  Colonel  I^-e  at  the  armory,  it  may  l>e 
said  the  armorers  weit;  in  the  main  unmarried  or  transient  men. 
Colonel    Lee,   however,    induced    many    to    build    houses    for    them- 
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selves.  The  eluinieUu*  of  the  men  improved  under  both  Lee  and 
Uobl).  They  became  inventors,  were  even  eh*eted  to  tlie  Legislature, 
and  tiili'd  a  large  place  in  Springfield  town.  The  ciiange  from  prac- 
tical gunsmiths  to  ordnance  officers  could  not  fail  to  make  trouble,  and 
many  of  the  old  armorers  were  very  exasperating  in  their  manners. 
They  avoided  tJie  order  against  smoking  by  putting  their  pipes  in  the 
stove,  claiming  tliat  they  were  not  smoking  in  the  shops.  Such  men 
were  given  their  walking-papers  in  siiort  order.  A  strenuous  effort 
was  made  in  184.T  and  1844  to  get  these  men  reinstated,  and  Charles 
Stearns  even  went  to  Washington  to  see  what  could  be  done  there  for 
them.  One  of  the  arguments  used  was  that  many  of  these  armorers, 
under  the  belief  that  their  places  were  pennanent,  had  made  valuable 
inventions,  and  given  their  ideas  to  the  government  without  a  thought 
of  pay.  When  Mr.  Stearns  returned  he  had  an  unsatisfactory  interview 
with  Colonel  Ripley,  who  was  accused  of  extravagance  in  pulling 
<lown  the  superintendent's  residence  and  [)utting  up  a  better  one. 
He  was  taken  to  task  also  for  clearing  away  several  small  build- 
ings rented  to  armorers.  Talcott,  lieutenant-colonel  of  ordnance 
at  Wjishington,  was  a  firm  friend  of  Colonel  Ripley,  and  put  aside 
the  i)rotests  as  the  interference  of  civilians  in  military  matters.  A 
connnunication  signed  by  Ciiauncey  Shepard,  Charles  A.  Bartlett, 
Thomas  S.  Williams,  and  John  I).  Lord  was  circulated  on  the  heels 
of  tins  little  fight,  certifying  to  tiie  fact  tiiat  the  superintendent's 
house  was  old  and  rotten,  and  that  it  was  wise  to  pull  it  down. 
Charles  Stearns  felt  called  upon  to  resi)ond,  and  the  (piality  of  the 
timbers  and  foundation-stones  of  the  supi-rintendent's  house  became 
an  issue  of  prime  moment. 

The  bitter  feeling  was  increased,  in  January,  184.3,  by  a  side  issue, 
—  atrial  in  the  United  States  court  at  Hoston.  A  strip  of  ground 
on  Prospect  street  (since  discontinued  and  now  a  part  of  the  armory 
grounds  on  the  west  side)  iia<l  been  bought  by  Charles  Stearns  of 
Col.  Israel  E.  Trask  in  1827.  This  strip  ran  from  Byers  street  due 
east,  antl  abutted   on  the  then   ProsiK'ct  street,  which   ran  south  to 
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Stati'  street,  pai'allel  to  Hyers  street.  A  Uiiiteil  States  engineer,  in 
suneying  tlie  United  States  lands,  fonnd  that  Prosi)ect  strt*et  l>e- 
longed  to  tlie  government,  and  Ripley,  knowing  that  Steams  expei'tetl 
to  cut  up  his  land  into  building  lots,  which  would  U»  useless  for  that 
purpose  unless  Prospect  street  w:is  kept  open,  put  up  some  sheils 
in  the  middle  of  the  street  in  fix)nt  of  Stearns's  pi*o[)erty,  in  oi*dcr 
to  test  the  (piestion.  Stearns  at  once  oixleri^l  his  workmen  t<» 
tear  down  the  buildings  and  the  fence,  and  reiuove  some  lumlier 
there  deposited.  Mr.  Stearns  b**gan  the  work  himsi'lf  by  cutting 
down  the  first  fence-jKist.  When  the  work  was  in  progress.  Major 
Ingersoll  api)eared  and  ordennl  the  Stearns  party  off.  Steani:> 
replie<l  that  he  thanked  (toiI  he  livtMl  under  the  Constitution  and  the 
law,  an<l  refused  to  stir.  Some  words  passe<l,  hut  no  ix^rsonal  Nnolence 
was  done.  This  was  called,  locally,  the  Stearns  riot,  for  which  he  and 
his  men  were  arivsted  and  triinl  in  ]k)ston  ;  venlict,  not  guilty.  There 
was  sul>seqiiently  another  trial  at  Boston  over  the  title  of  the  laud, 
an<l  Stearns  was  beaten. 

The   opi)ositioii   to  C'oloni*l  Ripley  an<l  a  military  sui>erintendency 
culminateil   in   February,  1.S40,  when  A<lj.-(ien.  R.  Jones  directtnl  a 
court  of   inquiry,  consisting  of   (ren.  J.  E.  Wool,  FJeut.-Col.  N.  S. 
(lark,  and  Maj.   S.  Cooper,   to   examine   the   chaises  fonnally   pi-e- 
sente<l  by  Joseph   I^mibanl,  Calvin  Shattuck,  an<l  many  othei*s.      R. 
A.  Chapman  ap|>eared  for  Ripley,  and  ex-Senator  William  Katon,  of 
Hartford,  and  D.  H.  Dustiu  for  the  complainauts.     There  were  thir- 
teen counts  to   the  indictment,  hicludin<r  the  malicious  disehai-ge  of 
faithfid  armorers,  tlie  employment  of  "  reckless  foivigners  ''  for  night 
wat<'he>,  tlie  deterioration   in  the  <|uality  of  the  gun   manufactureil  at 
an  increase  of  cost,  the  extravagant  building  of  a  new  residence,  the 
receiving  of   eouimutation   for  quarters   when   elegant     iiousi's  were 
standing  empty,  the  wanton  an<l  illegal  fencing  up  of  Prosjx^ct  street, 
the  swearing  out  of   a   warnint   for  the  a^v^t   of    Mr.   Stearns,  and. 
finally,  threateninir  to  discharge  armorers  if   tliev  read    certain  loi^l 
newspaiH'i*s.     There   were  >ome   i>oint&  of    truth  and  right  on    both 
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sides ;  that  is,  it  wiis  possible  for  men  to  honestly  differ  as  to  the 
policy  of  employing  a  practical  gnnsmith  or  a  military  otHcer  to  run 
the  armory.  Men  who  had  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  the  gun-shop 
resented  the  supervision  of  a  military  man  who  could  not  put  a  gun 
together,  or  even  name  its  parts  with  technical  accuracy.  Tpon  the 
other  hand,  the  public  demands  were  clearly  against  a  civilian  as 
commander  of  a  United  Stat(»s  arsenal.  The  day-laborers  in  the 
shops  had  comt^  to  think  that  they  had  vested  rights  there.  This  was 
their  mistake.  Springfield  had  no  claim  upon  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  armory  had  done  more  for  Springfield  than  Spring- 
fiekl  had  done  for  the  armorv.  The  verdict  of  the  court  of 
inquiry  was  in  favor  of  Colonel  Ripley.  The  Board  applauded  his 
administration,  honest  pur j)ose,  and  *'  enlightened  zeal  for  the  public 
interest,"  and  aequittiHl  him  '*  fully  and  honorably  of  all  the 
ciiarges." 

Time  has  put  these  animosities  to  sleep,  and  the  military  super- 
intendent is  the  adopted  i>olicy  in  United  States  armories.  The  cost 
of  the  Springfield  musket,  which,  in  1841,  was  $13. o(),  was  gradually 
reduced  until,  in  1851,  it  was  $8.75.  The  avenige  wages  of  the  men 
were  meantime  increased  from  $37.87  per  month,  in  1841,  to  $38.85, 
in  1X51. 

In  the  political  world  Springfield  had,  in  1«41,  (ieorge  Ashmun 
in  the  Speaker's  chair  at  Boston.  Col.  Solomon  AVarriner  was 
made  postmaster  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Morgan,  in  1842,  and  during 
that  year  John  Mills  was  accused  of  turning  federalist  by  voting 
to  increase  the  cai)ital  stock  of  the  Springfield  Bank.  Mr.  Mills 
replied,  defending  corporations  so  long  jis  they  did  not  unneces- 
sarily interfere  with  private  enterprise.  In  April  Mr.  Mills  was 
secretary  of  a  protective-tariff  meeting,  presidetl  over  by  Elijah 
Blake.  Mills,  Ashmun,  and  othei*s  made  addresses.  In  1843 
Maj.  Charles  Howard  wjts  made  State  treasurer,  but  declined,  and 
became  a  c<»uncillor.  John  Mills  was  then  elected  State  treasurer. 
The    resrular   democrats,  who  had    been  dis":runtled  at    Mr.   Mills's 
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business-like  attitude  toward  banks,  were  by  no  means  i)leased  at  this 
selection  by  the  Legislature. 

In  July,  1H43,  Springfield  had  a  reminder  of  revolutiouarj*  times 
bv  a  letter  from  H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  from  Roxburv.  He  said  that 
on  June  17,  184.*^,  he  heaixl  a  fife  in  the  room  where  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  was  assembled  (Boston)  to  obsene  tlie  sixty-eightJi  anni- 
versary of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  going  up  to  an  aged  man 
who  had  lK»eu  playing  AVashington's  march,  the  following  C4>nversa- 
tion  t<Mjk  place  :  •*  AVere  you  a  fifer  in  the  Revolutionary  War?*'  — 
**  I  wjis.*'  —  ••In  what  corps?"  —  ••Nixon's  regiment  and  Nixon's 
brigade."  —  ••  How  hmg  did  you  sen'e?  "  —  ••  Three  years.  I  was  in 
the  campaigns  in  the  Jerseys,  and  I  was  at  the  execution  of  Major  An- 
dre." —  ••  How  ohl  are  vou?  "  —  ••  I  am  in  mv  Md  vear."  —  ••  Where 
do  you  live?" — ••In  Springfield."  —  ''What  is  your  name?"  — 
'-  Thaddeus  Ferrv."  For  manv  years  Thad.  Ferry,  with  PieriK>ut 
Eklwards  and  Major  Sanlxuni,  brother  of  Simon  Sanl)oni,  api>eared 
in  a  carnage  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  tli^se  tlu*ee  veterans  of  the 
Revolution  rousing  the  memories  of  '7G  as  nothing  else  coidd. 
"Thad."  Ferry  was  the  best   fifer  of  his  day  in  these  parts. 

John  (Juincy  Adams  lectured  before  the  Mechanics*  Lyceum  in  Ck- 
toljer,  1M4.*K  The  most  interesting  feature  of  the  visit  was  a  dinner 
at  Warriner's  United  States  Hotel,  Judge  Morris  presiding.  Gen. 
George  N.  Briggs  had  been  nominated  by  the  whigs  for  governor,  aud 
the  Bost<m  '•  Fmancii>ator  "  said  that  the  reason  William  B.  Galhouu 
was  not  chosen  was  l>ecause  he  was  suspected  of  a  want  of  fidelity  to 
Mr.  Clay.  —  a  charjre  that  was  resented  at  the  time.  It  may  be 
noticed  here  that  Mr.  Calhoun  si>oke  at  an  Irish  rei)eal  meeting  at 
CalH)tville  in  1«4.*>.  IIi»  said  that  he  had  advocated  the  cause  of  Po- 
land and  (ireece,  and  for  tiie  same  reason  stood  up  for  Ireland. 

The  nniior  that  Koval  B.  Ilinman.  of  llartfonl,  was  to  succeed 
Major  Ingei*soll  a>5  paymaster  aiul  military  storekeej)er  produced  loud 
protests,  not  only  as  an  injustice  to  tlu*  major,  hut  because  it  was  too 
evidently  a  nvove  for  the  spoils.     .V  loco  foi'o  meeting  was  held   at 
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Union  Hall  to  ehooso  delegates  for  the  State  convention,  and  the 
Tyler  men  carried  the  day.  Chester  W.  Cliapin  presided,  and  Mr. 
Munn,  the  leader  of  the  administration  faction,  had  little  tronble  in 
snbduin^r  the  Van  Bun*nites. 

James  C'risty,  the  Cabotville  postmaster,  was  at  this  time  removed 
withont  cause,  to  make  a  place  for  A.  W.  Stockwell,  a  locofoco  law- 
yer and  the  editor  of  the  Cabotville  "'  Chronicle.*'  Stockwell  was  de- 
fendant in  a  libel  suit  brought  by  T.  D.  Bonner,  editor  of  a  temixn-ance 
paper  at  Stockbridge.  Kven  the  democrats  were  displeased  at  the 
n'moval  of  Cristy,  and  remonstrances  went  to  Washington  from  both 
parties.  The  following  week  the  axe  fell  at  the  Centre,  Colonel  War- 
riner,  the  postmaster,  being  superseded  by  Col.  Harvey  Chapin.  The 
former  had  lieltl  the  position  seventeen  months,  greatly  to  the  satis- 
faction of  tiie  public.  These  changes,  ordered  by  an  *■'  accident  Presi- 
dent/' by  which  the  men  who  had  elected  him  were  turned  into  the 
streets,  and  loco  foco  men  put  in,  greatly  embittered  the  politics 
of  that  day.  Locally,  the  *' Post  "had  beccmie  a  Van  Buren  organ, 
and  the  'M)emocrat'*  had  weekly  l)Outs  with  the  ''Post"  over  the 
issues  inside  the  party  lines.  The  attempt  of  the  postmaster- 
general  to  compel  all  newspaper  to  be  delivered  by  mail,  and  not 
l>y  express  or  private  messenger,  did  not  mitigate  the  austerities  of 
politics. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  nominated  for  State  senator  by  the  whigs,  but 
he  declined,  and  George  Bliss  was  substituted.  The  election  was  a 
draw,  and  was  thrown  into  the  Legislature,  and  Joseph  M.  Foi*ward 
declared  elected  over  Bliss. 

On  New  Year's  day,  1844,  the  local  district  voted  the  sixth  time 
for  congressman,  and  the  whigs  tried  to  elect  Osmyn  Baker,  of 
Amherst,  while  Chester  \V.  Chapin  was  still  pushed  in  the  interests  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  an  anti-rnit<»d-States  bank,  anti-high  tariff,  and  always 
a  simon-pure  democracy.  Baker  ran  in  on  a  very  narrow  margin. 
The  loco  focos  <nirried  their  countv  commissioners*  ticket,  on  which 
was    Willis    Phelps,  in    1H44.      Phelps    was    made  chairman  of  the 
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lk)iii*d.  He  was  anti-Van  Buren,  however,  and  many  of  the  demo- 
crats  were  disapi)oint*Hi.  Charles  Howanl,  chairman  of  the  select- 
men, was  smnmoncd  (May,  1^44)  by  tlie  commissioners  to  explain 
why  no  licenses  were  granted  to  iiniholders,  and  he  ivplieil  that  the 
town  had  so  instructed.  The  commissioners  tlien  decide<l  also  not  to 
grant  "'  approbations"  to  sell  li(juor.  Howanl  himself  lielieved  in  a 
limited  license  system,  but  the  rest  of  the  selectmen  obje<'te<l.  ITiere 
had  been  a  succession  of  exciting  town-meetings  over  this  issue. 
The  majority  '•  not  lo  approbate "  was  finally  three  hundre<l  and 
eighty-eight :  so  that  tlie  temi)erance  wave  had  swept  everything 
before  it.  A  citizens'  committee  of  fifty  w:is  api)ointed  to  pi*osecute 
violators  of  the  excise  law. 

The  democrats  had  a  rousing  ratification  meeting  of  the  Baltimore 
nomination  of  James  K.  Polk  at  the  town-hall  in  June,  1844.  John 
Mills  presided,  and  Dr.  (Iiainpion  headed  the  list  of  vice-presidents. 
"Wells  Lathrop,  the  Baltimore  delegate,  told  how  tlie  nomination 
was  brought  al>out,  and  E.  I).  Beach  intioiluce<l  the  resolutions.  A 
few  days  later  the  whigs  assembled  in  the  same  place,  with  George 
Ashnuni  in  the  chair  and  Mr.  Vose  one  of  the  principal  speakers, 
and  ratifie<l  the  Clay  and  Freliughuysen  ticket  with  no  less  enthu- 
sitism.  Mr.  Ashmun  rebukt*d  the  democrats  for  tinickling  to  the 
slave  power  and  the  Texas  paity  in  maknig  up  the  nominations  at 
Baltimore.  So  the  famous  campaign  of  1^44  was  inaugiu'ated  in 
these  parts. 

The  Senate  liad  no  notion  of  swallowing  tlie  |X)stmaster  nomiua- 
tious.  In  June  both  Dr.  Klijah  Ashley  and  Kthan  A.  Clary,  sub^i4»- 
quently  nominated,  were  rejected.  Then  Col.  Oalen  Ames  was 
nominated  and  confirmed.  He  was  lemoved,  liowi'ver,  and  Col. 
Harvey  Chapin  confirmed.  Henry  Stearns,  who  had  been  apijoint^n.! 
by  Le\i  Lincoln  insjx^ctor  of  the  Boston  Custom-house,  was  removed 
in  July,  1844,  for  political  reasons. 

The  great  whig  demonstration  of  western  Massachusetts  took  plac-e 
the  first   week  in  August,    1«44,   at  Springfield.      Bound    Hill    was 
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triinsfonncd  into  a  eaiiiji-ground  of  delegations  from  a  hnndred  towns, 
and  it  was  said  tliat  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  i>eople  were  in 
sight  from  the  canvas-covered  grand  stand  when  the  eloquent  George 
Ashmnn  sounded  the  whig  bugle,  and  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Rufus 
Choate,  Daniel  Webster,  Horace  Greeley,  Daniel  P.  Tyler,  William  E. 
Robinson,  Joseph  Hoxie,  and  others  marshalled  the  whig  forces  in 
telling  addresses.  Springfield  probably  had  never  witnessed  such 
a  day  before. 

The  democrats  responded  in  a  mass  meeting  at  Cabotville  the 
next  week  ;  A.  W.  Stockweil,  Arthur  McArthur,  and  others  woke  the 
echoes,  and  party  feeling  ran  high.  A  series  of  meetings  was  held 
in  the  town-hall,  and  heated  debates  conducted  between  David  L. 
Child  and  George  Hradburn  on  the  question  whether  the  local  aboli- 
tionists should  follow  Child's  advice  and  support  C'lay. 

The  result  of  the  elections  was  locally  close.  Polk  carried  Hamp- 
den county,  and  so  did  (ieorge  Bancroft,  who  ran  against  Briggs  for 
governor.  But  Springfield  went  whig  in  both  cases.  George 
Ashmnn  made  a  fine  showing,  he  scoring  a  plurality  of  five  hundred 
and  more  against  Chester  W.  Chapin  and  others  for  congressman. 
Kdnuind  Freeman,  whig,  was  elected  to  the  Legislature ;  but  there 
were  four  vacancies.  Chester  W.  Chai)in  was  subsequently  elected. 
There  was  no  election  in  the  State  Senate  contest,  — J.  Abbott  and 
Charles  St-earns,  whigs,  and  Forward  and  Beach,  democrats.  The 
Legislature  elected  Abbott  and  Stearns. 

Tile  loco  focos  had  held  the  town  offices  since  1841,  and  the 
whigs  now  made  an  assault  \\\yo\\  them  in  good  earnest.  The  town 
meeting  of  April,  184.'),  resulted  in  tiie  choice  of  William  Dwiglit  us 
moderator,  and  Austin  Chapin,  Jr.,  Allen  Bangs,  Henry  Morris, 
Titus  Amadou,  and  Adolphus  (i.  Parker,  all  whigs,  were  elected 
selecthieu.  The  selectmen  were  again  instnicted  not  to  "approl^ate" 
any  one  to  sell  liquor.  A  curious  episode  in  party  feeling  was  re- 
l)ortvd  at  this  time  in  West  Springfield,  when  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  men  and  women  signed  a  paper  pledging   themselves  to  do  all 
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their  mailing   business  at  the  Springfield  post-office,  on  account  of 
the  appointment  of  an  objectionable  postmaster. 

In  1840  came  the  exciting  debates  in  Congress  over  Mr.  Webster's 
political  status  and  |)ersonal  character,  and  our  brilliant  Geoige 
Ashmun  was  the  most  potent  champion  against  the  attack  of  C.  J. 
Ingersoll.  George  Ashmun  also  made  a  memorable  si>eech  on  the 
Mexican  War  in  August,  1840.  William  H.  Calhoun  was  elected  as 
an  anti-war  whig  State  senator  in  November,  1840.  His  associate 
from  Hampden  faileil,  but  was  elected  In*  the  legislature.  This  was 
the  first  time  m  nine  years  that  a  whig  senator  had  ljet»n  electetl  bv 
the  iK*ople,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  enjoyed  his  victory.  Spriu<rfield'8 
representatives  were  all  whigs,  —  Henry  Morris,  Walter  Warriner, 
Gt*orge  D wight,  Timothy  M.  Carter,  and  Alfred  White. 

(ieorge  Ashuum  presided  over  the  wliig  State  convention  at 
Worcester  in  1847,  when  Mr.  We))ster  declared,  amid  tremendous  a|^- 
plause,  **  I  never  have,  I  never  shall,  1  never  will  vote  for  any  further 
annexation  to  tiiis  country  with  a  slave  representation  ui>on  it  or  in  it." 
George  X.  Briggs  was  again  nominated,  and  William  H.  Calhoun  was 
soon  after  again  running  for  the  State  Senate.  In  the  winter  of  1h4x 
William  Dwight.  one  of  Springfield's  rt^presentatives  in  the  legisla- 
ture, made  a  notable  spei^ch  on  the  Mexican  War  ami  slavery,  in 
which  he  said,  '•  If  you  summon  Massachus<*tts  to  conquest,  to 
drive  away  freemen  and  put  slaves  in  their  places :  if  you  sumiuou 
her  to  fight  under  the  black  flag  of  slavery  with  conquest  as  her 
motto,  —  her  heart  fails  her,  and  her  arms  are  palsied." 

George  Ashmun  attended  the  whig  Philadelphia  convention  in 
184^{.  and  vainlv    tried  to   pi*event  General  Tavh)r's  nomination  bv 

»  »  »  • 

working  for  Wi*bster.  He  submitted  with  the  better  grace  l>ecause 
the  whiirs  of  the  North  refused  to  meet  the  South  bv  uniting  their 
forces  uiM>n  one  man.  The  whigs  of  this  section  were  not  so  ready 
to  supi)ort  a  general  for  Pn'sident,  even  uiM>n  a  whig  platfonn.  It 
was  the  sentiment  that  called  tt)o:ether  the  anti-Tavlor  convention  at 
Worcester,  in   June,  in    accordance  with  a  call    sismed    by  Charles 
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JSuuiner,  Charles  P^raueis  Adams,  E.  Rockwood  Hoar,  Francis  NV. 
Bird,  and  others.  Alleu  Bangs,  of  this  town,  was  on  the  State 
connuittee  api)ointed  by  the  convention.  At  a  mass  convention  of  the 
Sixth  Congressional  District,  at  Northampton,  to  continue  the  anti- 
Taylor  movement  by  sending  delegates  to  Buffalo,  some  fifty  Spring- 
field citizens  were  present,  mainly  of  the  alH)litionist  stripe.  John  Mills, 
who  had  come  out  for  anti-slavery  measures,  headed  the  delegation. 

The  whig  State  convention  was  held  in  September,  1848,  at 
Worcester,  George  Bliss,  John  Howard,  and  Mr.  Vose  figuring  in  the 
proceetiings.  In  October,  Charles  Sunmer  advocated  Martin  Van 
Buren's  election  as  an  anti-slaverv  candidate.  Ashmun  was  returned 
to  Congress  and  Briggs  reelected  governor,  and  the  whigs  were  in 
clover. 

The  county  connnissioners  of  1847  granted  thirty-six  liquor 
licenses  for  Springfield,  and  as  Hamjxlen  county  was  the  only  one  in 
the  Statt'  with  licensed  bars,  there  was  much  talk.  Possibly  this  was 
why  the  various  orders  of  temperance  held  their  national  festival  in 
Springfield  in  that  year,  which  was  followed  a  few  weeks  later  by 
lectunw  by  John  B.  (rough . 

The  body  of  John  Quincy  Adams  arrived  in  Springfield  in  the  after- 
noon of  March  9,  1848  ;  all  places  of  business  were  closed  and  many 
buildings  draped.  Minute  guns  were  fired  when  the  procession 
passed  down  Main  street,  and  all  the  bells  were  tolled.  The  military 
companies,  both  local  and  from  surrounding  towns,  were  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Shurtleflf,  father  of  Judge  \V.  S.  Shurtleff,  fol- 
lowe<l  by  the  congressional  and  legislative  conunittees,  members  of 
the  bar,  and  the  clergy,  fire  department,  armorers,  and  many  others. 
'V\\v  remains  were  placed  in  the  broad  aisle  of  the  First  Church,  a 
funeral  car  having  been  built  for  it  by  David  Smith.  The  congres- 
sional committ4»es  stopped  at  the  I'nion  House. 

I'he  freipient  visits  t)f  Daniel  Webster  to  Springfield  were  probably 
due  in  part  to  the  finn  friendship  subsisting  between  him  and 
Ashmun      Moms,    and    several    other    men    of     promineiuH?    here. 
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Geoige  AshmiiD  was  a  man  whose  companionship  was  profitable. 
The  town  was  only  too  willing  to  honor  him  politically.  He  had 
]x»en,  as  we  have  related,  reelected  to  the  Legislature  in  1835  and 
1836.  He  went  to  the  State  Senate  in  1838  and  1839,  and  returned 
to  the  House  in  1841,  when  he  became  speaker.  If  he  had  given  his 
later  years  to  his  memoirs,  his  incisive  style,  wide  acquaintance,  and 
inside  knowledge  of  State  affairs,  he  would  have  contributeil  to  the 
making  of  a  memorable  volume  of  |K)litical  and  social  litenitiire. 
Mr.  Ashnmn  and  Daniel  Webster  ha<l  together  faced  the  Southern 
spirit  of  aggression,  and  it  was  the  most  dramatic  moment  in  Mr. 
Ashmun*s  life  when  the  great  Massachusetts  senator  showe<l  the  spirit 
of  concession  in  reference  to  the  AVilmot  proviso  as  to  slavery  in 
Texas.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  with  a  man  wlio  said,  as  Ashman 
did  u|>on  tin-  floor  of  the  House  a  little  later  (18o0),  in  a  debate  on 
the  state  of  the  I'liion  :  **  There  is  a  spring  higher  up  the  hill  which 
is  the  great  fountain  from  which  these  bitter  waters  How.  1  refer  to 
the  annexation  of  Texas.  It  was  that  stu[>endous  scheme  for  the 
extension  of  slavery  —  conceived  in  initjuity  and  brought  forth  in  sin 
—  which  fully  roused  the  slumbering  anti-slavery  feelings  of  the 
Northern  |>eople  "*  ?  Hut  in  the  .self -same  si>eech,  thus  denouncing  the 
conspiracy  of  slaveholders,  Mr.  Aslmmn's  regard  for  Daniel  Welhster, 
and  his  utter  fearlessness  of  political  consequences,  led  him  to  defend 
the  senator  in  these  words:  '*  Whether  my  difference  with  him 
[Webster]  upon  any  of  the  points  involved  is  not  more  seeming  than 
substantial,  I  leave  for  others  to  decide  ;  but  of  one  thing  I  am  sure, 
that  my  tongue  shall  sooner  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  than  it 
shall  join  in  the  tt*m|)orary  clamor  which  malignity  has  raised  against 
him.  The  insects  of  the  hour  may  strive  to  fasten  their  slime-six>ts 
uix)n  the  fair  <lisk  of  his  fame,  but  they  will  disapjK^ar,  transient  as 
breath-stains  \\\)on  a  mirror.  Knvy,  jx)iitical  hatred,  sectional 
jealousy,  and  republican  ingratitude  may  disturb  the  judgment  of 
to-day,  but  the  future  is  secure." 

The  friendship  which  the  broadest  statesmanship  had  challenged 
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and  agreeabh*  converse  had  rii>eni*d  acted  as  tlie  cloud  that  tlirew 
Mr.  Ashiniiii  into  |>olitical  retirement.  Kvidences  of  his  iK)wer  lin- 
gered, but  the  door  of  a  statesmanlike  career  waa  closed  upon  him. 
Both  Webster  and  Ashmun  contributed  to  the  disintegration  of  the 
whig  party.  The  course  of  the  latter  reveals  the  impressionable 
phase  of  his  character.  Ashmun  was  forced  into  private  life  by 
an  admiration  for  Webster's  personality,  which  warped  his  private 
convictions.  The  late  Samuel  Bowles  used  to  say  in  privatt*  conver- 
sation that  the  only  man  he  evt»r  felt  dominate  him  w:is  George  Ash- 
mun, an<l  that  the  way  he  measure<l  Daniel  Webster  was  to  remem- 
ber that  Ashmun  himself  had  had  the  same  feeling  in  the  presence  of 
the  distinguished  statesman.  We  may  remark,  incidentally,  that  Dr. 
Osgood  w:is  another  chain  linking  Webster  with  Springtield.  James 
Osgood,  of  Fryeburg,  father  of  Dr.  C)sgoo<l,  was  the  register  of  deeds 
referred  to  in  Mr.  Webster's  autobiography  as  having  employed 
him.  Dr.  ()sgoo<l  b<»came  well  a(;(]uaintc;d  with  Webster  when  the 
latter  taught  the  Fryeburg  Acjulemy. 

Those  who  only  remember  William  B.  Calhoun  as  the  placid  talker 
at  temperanci*  meetings  or  befon*  agricultural  soi'ieties,  may  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  he  could  fight,  when  put  to  it. 

*•  Let  us  withdraw  for  consultation,"  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the 
spring  of  1 «.')!,  when  Town-Clerk  Joseph  Ingraham  refusal  to  qualify 
iiiin,  (iovernor  Triusk,  and  Theo<lore  Stebbins  as  selectmen.  They 
withdrew,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  said  to  the  other  two,  *'  Now,  1  propose 
to  tell  Clerk  Ingraham  that  if  he  refuse  to  swear  us,  we  will  go  be- 
fore the  justice  of  the  ix^ace  and  take  the  oatli,  an<l  if  then  he  refuse 
to  act  as  our  clerk,  we  will  choose  anotlier."  Clerk  Ingraham  gave 
wav. 

The  complications  that  UmI  to  this  conflict  are  mattiTs  of  history. 
It  was  tluring  the  trying  hours  when  the  village  of  Springfield  was 
expiring.  TIhmc  may  not  have  l)een  any  connection  Inrtween  the  con- 
vulsions of  the  village  and  its  death,  but  it  certainly  did  die  in  a 
spasm.     Slavery  wjis  the  thought  of  the  hour.      In   February,  lHr>l, 
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George  Thompson,  tlie  Euglish  abolitionist,  wiio  had  not  been  allowed 
to  speak  in  Faueuil  Hall,  Uoston,  was  aunonnced  to  address  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  Springfield.  A  series  of  meetings  had  l»ei»n 
planned.  The  local  hostility  to  Thompson  was  by  no  means  grounded 
in  an  anti-slavery  sentiment,  but  in  a  feeling  that  British  wisdom 
was  not  needed  to  settle  a  domi^stie  difficulty.  The  town  was  up 
in  arms.  Thompson  was  burned  in  effigy.  Unsigned  handbills  were 
circnlateil,  exclaiming,  *'  Is  it  rational,  is  it  reasonable,  is  it  evt*n 
plausible,  that  (»eoi*ge  Tiiomj)Son,  a  member  of  that  very  British 
Parliament  whose  laws  have  placed  the  masses  of  the  Knglisli  and 
Irish  people  in  a  position  of  such  want  and  oppression  that  they 
would  gladly  exciiange  their  lot  for  the  comparative  freedom  <*f  the 
negro  slave  of  the  South,  can  be  aught  but  a  paid  emissary  and  spy 
of  England?''  Hampden  Ilall  was  shut  against  Thompson;  Court 
sc|uare  was  made  dismal  with  drums,  fifes,  l)onfires,  fire-ci'ackei*s, 
and  a  howling  mob.  There  was,  however,  a  Thompson  meeting  heltl 
in  a  small  iiall  on  Sanford  street  the  following  night,  and  the  Kng- 
lishnum's  de])arture  from  tiie  village  was  a  signal  for  more  lurid 
disturbances.  *'  But  what  a  sad,  what  a  pitful  specUicle  it  was  !  "  ex- 
claimed Rev.  (ieorge  F.  Simmons  from  his  Third  Congregational 
pulpit  the  following  Sunday  afternoon  (Feb.  2;5,  l^ol).  *"  What  a 
mixture  of  the  vulgar,  the  nonsensical,  and  the  profane  !  To  begin 
with,  those  bui'les(jue  figures,  with  which  some  hopeful  citizens  saw  lit 
to  desecrati'  the  Sabbath,  to  the  scandal  of  the  gathering  congrega- 
tions, that  they  might  insult  a  stranger  and  make  Springfield  a  laugh- 
ing-stock :  for  tiie  rope  that  suspended  them  was  round  the  neck  of 
all  of  us,  ami  we  are  still  dangling  in  ridicule  l)efore  the  whole 
countrv." 

The  ugly  feeling  engen<lered  by  these  troubles  came  to  the  sur- 
face at  the  spring  elections.  Fliphalet  Trask  had  figured  as  a 
vice-president  at  tlu*  Thompson  meeting,  on  Sanford  street,  and  in 
spite  of  the  hue-and-cry  Mr.  Trask  was  the  oidy  selectman  chosen 
at  the  town-meeting,  .\pril  7,  \x'y\.     Two  adjourned  meetings  were 
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lield,  aeeoiiipaiiied  by  the  most  intense  excitement,  before  the  angry 
elements  could  come  to  an  agreement  ius  to  the  election  of  the  rest 
of  the  selectmen.  On  the  day  of  the  last  meeting,  April  28,  even 
the  armory  was  clostHl,  and  a  frigid  sti*eam  of  snrly  workmen  was 
thus  turned  u|xm  the  town-meeting.  But  the  staying  hand  of  reason 
was  upon  the  meeting  also,  and  William  B.  Calhoun  and  Joel  Brown 
were  added  to  the  list  of  selectmen.  ^Ir.  Brown  declined  to  serve ; 
but  Mr.  Calhoun  did  not,  and  he  did  his  town  great  service  by  a  firm 
and  dignified  bearing  in  an  awkward  situation.  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  Tiieo<lore  Stebbins  was  chosen  selectman,  but '  the  town 
failed  to  elect  the  other  mendxTs.  The  friends  of  the  Thompson 
rioters  iiad  surrounded  Clerk  Ingraham  an<l  imluced  him  to  refuse 
to  administer  tiie  oatli  to  this  selectmen's  board  of  three,  but  the 
demand  of  Mr.  Callioun  could  not  be  resisted.  *'  Hold  up  your 
hands,  then,"   said  Ingraham.      The  oath  was  administered  May  ."). 

Tlie  town-meeting  called  for  the  19th  of  that  month  assembled, 
and  in  great  excitement  i)assed  a  resolution  that  the  '"attt^mpt  by 
three  individuals  to  assume  control  of  the  public  affaii*s,  in  direct 
o[)positiou  to  the  reeonled  vote  of  the  town,  is  high-handed  and  revo- 
hitionary,  and  calculate<l  to  seriously  embarrass  the  business  of  the 
town ;  that  we  deny  the  right  of  such  |x*rsons  to  act  in  our  l)ehalf, 
an<l  that  their  lH>ld  attempt  can  Ix*  excused  only  by  the  charitable 
supposition  that  their  eagerness  for  office  made  them  blind  to  the 
rights  of  the  comnumity  and  the  interests  of  the  town." 

These  resolutions  were  expunged  by  a  sul^secjuent  town-meeting, 
and  the  three  selectmen  had  the  honor  of  presiding  over  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  town  affaii's  during  the  year. 

I'he  resolutions  reflecting  upon  the  select  board  of  1851  wei-e 
unjust  to  ^Ir.  Calhoun,  if  they  referred  to  hhn  as  president  of  the 
l)oard  ;  for  althougli  a  i>ublic  man,  and  repeate<lly  lK)nored  with  \yo\\t' 
ical  trust.s,  he  wils  for  manv  vears  in  direct  antagonism  to  the  local 
sentiment  on  the  subject  nearest  his  heart,  —  iH)pular  education, — 
and  never  used  it  to  gain  an  office.     Springfield  must  allow  to  Mr.  Cal- 
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hoiin  the  distinction  of  shsiring  with  Oliver  B.  Morris  the  honor  of  loy- 
alty to  the  pu))lic  schools.  Ten  years  before,  when  S.  S.  Green,  the 
fii*st  school  sui>erinten(lent  in  Massachusetts,  had  presided  over  the 
Springtield  schools  for  one  year  and  nine  months,  Calhoun  had  stood 
up  in  the  town-meeting  and  faced  the  clamoring  tax-payers,  who  were 
willing  to  bank  up  on  their  children's  ignorance  in  order  to  |x>cket  a 
few  shillinoTi^  tax  money.  Calhoun  lost  in  the  tigrht,  and  Green  was 
allowed  to  go  and  make  for  himself  a  reputation  as  an  educator  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Erasmus  1).  Beach,  whose  prominence  in  the  camp  of  the  democracj 
we  have  noticed,  was  also  making  his  mark  at  the  bar.  Mr.  Beai-h 
was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  —  genial,  condescending,  courtly,  and 
gracious.  He  was  a  master  of  the  arts  of  i)ersuasion,  rec^eiWng  a 
client  ^itli  great  suavity  aud  considei*ation  :  and  his  iM>wer  with  the 
jury  was  a  mystery  which  nuich  lK»tter  lawyei*s  never  fully  compre- 
hended. His  pi*actice  was  large,  and  his  office  was  :dways  well 
patronizeil  by  all  classes  of  litigants.  He  would  listen  to  the  state- 
ment of  a  case  with  the  givatest  deference,  and  would  midce  a  client 
almost  feel  that  It  was  a  positive  delight  to  go  to  law  with  such  an 
advocate  to  represent  his  interests.  If  a  man  came  to  him  with  a  com- 
plicated case  he  would  hear  him  through,  and  with  a  wave  of  the 
baud,  or  a  smile  of  relief,  he  would  give  the  impression  that,  after  all, 
the  case  wa^s  not  imi)ortaut  enough  for  him  to  conduct,  and  that  his 
partner  —  Gillett,  or  Bates,  or  Ik)nd,  or  Steams  —  could  give  the 
counsel  recpiired  as  well  as  more  able  jurists.  As  a  diplomat  of  the 
offiw,  E.  D.  Beach  never  had  an  equal  at  the  Ham|>den  bar ;  but  he 
knew  his  limitiitions  thoroughly  enough  not  to  appear  l)efore  a  bench 
of  Supreme  Court  judges.  He  never  was  without  a  strong  man  as 
partner,  to  aid  in  conducting  his  lai-ge  practice.  These  partners, 
while  wondering  at  his  extendeil  practice,  had  the  deepest  resf^ect  for 
him.  "  Is  His  Serene  Highness  in?  "  William  G.  Bates  would  ask  iu 
the  morning,  and  this  i)lausible  sereneness  he  never  lost  nor  outgrew. 
When  Mr.  Beach  Inniglit  the  '"  Hamixlen  Whig/*  in  183.'),  he  moveil 
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it  from  the  hill  to  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  changed  the  name  to 
the  "  Hampden  Post."  During  the  nine  years  that  it  was  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Beach,  the  '*  Post'*  grew  in  importance  and  influ- 
ence as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  democ*racy  for  this  section  of  tlie 
country. 

Mr.  Heach  was  a  frequent  candidate  for  local  and  State  offices,  but 
not  until  1850  did  he  score  an  important  victory.  This  was  in  the 
memorable  campaign  when  the  whigs  were  beaten  by  a  combination 
of  the  democrats  with  the  free-soilers.  The  coalition  did  not  care 
so  much  for  the  governor  as  for  the  Legislature,  and  aft<?r  Mr. 
Beach's  election  to  the  Senate  he  challenged  much  personal  vitui)era- 
tion  by  refusing  to  go  with  other  democrats  into  the  free-soil  camp 
and  place  Charles  Sunnier  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Day  after 
day  he,  with  a  handful  of  irrepressible  democrats,  repulsed  every 
effort  to  whip  them  into  the  Sunnier  colunm,  and  it  may  be  said  that 
this  party  devotion  prevailed  with  Mr.  Beach  to  the  end  of  his  career. 
Ill*  strikingly  resembled  George  Ashinun  in  personal  appearance,  and 
was  frequently  mistaken  for  the  latter  upon  the  streets.  They  were 
occasionally  pitted  against  each  other,  and  while  it  was  not  a  case  of 
the  two  Dromios  in  a  court-room,  it  would  indeed  have  been  a  re- 
markable jury  that  would  not  have  been  confused  by  the  suavity  of 
one,  the  legal  Jinesae  of  the  other,  and  the  pei-sonal  magnetism  of 
both. 

^Ir.  Beach  at  one  time  wjis  captain  of  the  Springfield  Home 
Guards,  and  by  a  curious  coincidence  he  appeared  at  the  head  of 
this  noted  organization  to  do  escort  duty  at  a  Fourth  of  July  cele- 
bration, while  his  law  partner,  Ki>hraim  Bond,  headed  the  Light  In- 
fantry, which  Colonel  Thonn)>on  had  long  conunandi»d.  This  legal 
firm  made  a  line  api>earance  as  leaders  of  Springtield's  crack  com- 
panies, and  they  were  the  .subject  of  many  humorous  renuirks. 

When  a  loan  of  82,000,000  was  pro]K>sed,  in  IHi'il,  for  the  puri)ose 
of  tnimelling  the  lloosac  mountain,  Mr.  Beach  made  a  very  thonmgh 
calculation,  and  showed  how  small  was  the  amount  for  the  proi>osed 
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work,  and  ho  was  able  to  foivcast  very  accurately  the  tinancial  bur- 
den involved  in  such  a  venture.  In  s|>eakiug  of  the  claims  of  the 
Troy  &  Greenfield  roatl,  which  sought  the  cre<lit  of  the  State  for 
S2,00(),000,  in  onler  that  it  might  cut  a  tunnel  in  from  three  to  fixe 
years,  Mr.  Beach  characterized  the  scheme  as  thus  presented  ^'  a  wild 
one,  —  baseless  and  visionary  as  the  dreams  of  childhood." 

In  John  Mills  was  a  democrat  of  a  diffeivnt  stamp  from  that  of 
E.  D.  l^ach.  Schooled  to  democratic  |K)litics,  often  a  stamiard- 
beaivr  with  hopeless  majorities  against  him,  even  accounted  worthy 
to  contest  a  seat  in  theUnitetl  States  Senate  against  Daniel  Webster, 
and  looktnl  up  to  as  a  pillar  of  the  western  Massachusetts  democ- 
racy, he  suddenly  turned  about,  in  1848,  and  adviK'ateil  a  free-soil 
policy  more  radical,  probably,  than  even  his  whig  foes  would  accept. 
At  that  earlv  dav  the  men  of  the  Horace  Greelev  stamp  were  not 
prepared  to  come  out  in  a  third-party  movement  like  that  which 
gathered  al)out  Van  Buren  and  Charles  Francis  Adams,  not  perhai^s 
because  thev  were  not  as  strouiJ:  in  anti-slavery  sentiment,  hut 
because  they  had  not  given  up  the  hoiK»  that  the  work  of  the  great 
whig  fight  was  ended.  The  third-party  experiment  was  a  perilous 
one,  and  it  was  at  this  juncture  that  Charles  Sumner  withdrew  from 
the  whig  ranks  and  joined  the  free-soilers.  Sumner  made  a  mem- 
orable sj^eech  at  Boston  In^fore  the  free-soil  convention  over  which 
Mr.  Mills  presideil,  in  September,  1848.  This  was  a  few  months  after 
the  national  convention  at  Buffalo  had  nominated  Van  Buren  and 
Adams.  The  wiiijrs  nominated  Taylor  and  Fillmore,  as  we  have 
seen,  and  the  regular  democratic  canditlate  was  General  Cass.  The 
free-soil  ticket  for  governor  was  S.  C.  Phillips,  and  for  lieutenant- 
governor,  John  Mills,  who  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  conven- 
tion. The  friendship  Utween  Sumner,  the  whig,  and  ^lills,  the 
democrat,  meeting  as  they  <lid  from  oi)[>osite  sides  \i\)o\\  the  common 
and  inspiriting  ground  of  free  soil,  is  worthy  of  mention.  Mr.  Mills 
nuist  have  been  gratified  at  the  showing  of  the  new  party,  so  far  as 
Springfield  was  concerne<l. 
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At  tlu»  orubiTiiatorial  cloftion  Springfield  had  stood :  Whigs, 
3,272  ;  (h*inoeratH,  i^,2()9  ;  while  at  the  Noviinilx*r  election  Taylor 
lM)lled  3,802;  Cass,  3,060;  Van  Buren,  1,200.  And  this  was  in 
the  face  of  a  remarkable  series  of  [)oIitical  orations  which  the 
brilliant  Cieorge  Ashniun  had  delivered  throngli  this  part  of  the 
State.  ;Mr.  Mills  was  an  extensive  si)eaker  himself,  I>nt  the  demand 
for  him  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  weakened  his  home  canvass. 

Sunmer  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Mills,  dated  Boston, 
Xov.  li),  1850:  "  Can't  you  come  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
at  Boston  this  winter?  We  all  feel  that  your  presence  would  add 
much  to  our  strength  and  character.  You  have  already,  I  know, 
made  sacrifices  for  our  cause  ;  but  I  have  thought  that  you  might 
servi'  in  our  supreme  court  without  any  serious  inconvenience,  while 
the  gtxKl  to  bii  derived  fiom  such  ser\*ice  would  bc»  incalculable.  We 
need  wise,  discreet,  and  just  counsels ;  and  I  know  no  person 
wiio  can  give  them  better  than  youi-self.  Our  party  must  now  meet 
the  trials  of  success,  which  are  more  dangerous  than  those  of 
defi'at.'*  Mr.  Mills  obeyed  the  sunmions,  but  owing  to  a  deadlock 
till*  town  was  not  represented  in  the  Legislature  for  two  or  three 
years. 

Henry  Wilson,  the  Natick  shoemaker,  another  free-soiler  destined 
to  rise  to  senatonal  distinction,  was  another  piTsonage  that  Mr. 
Mills  came  in  contact  with  at  this  time.  In  his  "  History  of  the  Rise 
and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Power  in  America "  Mr.  Wilson  refers  to 
Mr.  Mills  as  a  man  **  who  had  long  been  one  of  the  honored  and 
trusted  leaders  of  the  denxx^ratic  party." 

In  accordance  with  a  legislative  resolution,  in  1849,  Oovernor 
Brijxjxs  appointe<l  B.  R.  Curtis,  of  Boston,  N.  J.  Ix>nl,  of  Salem, 
and  Mr.  Chai>man  to  draw  up  a  practice  act  for  the  courts  of 
justice  of  the  Conunonwealth,  except  for  criminal  cases.  Tlie  rules 
of  practice  had  become  involved.  No  uniform  principle  was  dis- 
coverable in  the  various  acts  of  the  I^^gislature  on  this  subject. 
At    the  foundation   was  tiie   old    common-law  pleading.      Thirteen 
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years  before  siK^cial  pleas  in  bar  had  been  abolisheil,  but  general 
demurrers,  pleas  iu  abatement,  writs  of  error,  and  other  intricate  and 
time-consuming  contrivances  under  the  old  system  were  retained. 
As  the  commissioners  in  the  re|K)rt  accompanying  their  draught  of 
a  practice  act  say,  he  who  *'  suneys  what  remains,  sees  every  plain- 
tiff left  to  inhabit  the  old  building,  while  all  othei-s  are  turned  out-of- 
doors.  We  seem  to  be  walking  for  a  short  distance  in  the  ancient 
but  strongly-built  streets  of  an  o\^n  town,  and  all  at  once  to  step 
into  the  open  fields,  having  here  an<l  there  a  piece  of  sunken  fencv 
or  a  half-filled-up  ditch  and  some  ruins  of  broken  walls,  which  afford 
excellent  lurking-places  for  concealment  and  surprise,  but  no  ojieli 
highway  for  the  honest  traveller."  The  task  of  Mr.  Chairman  and  his 
associates  was  to  build  a  hischwav  thi-ousrh  this  ancient  leg^al  laml- 
scape.  How  well  they  succeeded,  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Legisla- 
ture adopting  their  practice  act  fully  attests.  It  is  understood  by 
lawyers  that  the  hand  of  Mr.  Chapman  is  seen  in  the  l>lanks  or  prac- 
tical fonns  that  constitute  a  part  of  the  act.  The  imixjrtance  of 
this  move  of  Massachusetts  was  that  it  was  the  initiative  iu  New 
England  towards  a  refonn  in  procedure,  and  went  uiK>n  ground  w  hicli 
even  New  York  had  not  then  occupied. 

In  February,  1842,  Cieorge  Bliss  resigneil  the  otlice  of  agent  of 
the  Western  Railroad,  and  was  soon  aftenvards  chosen  its  president. 
The  completion  of  the  indeiK'udent  road  of  the  Albany  «Jt  West 
Stockbridge  Company,  between  Chatham  Four  Corners  and  the  Stale 
line,  enabled  the  Western  Company  to  dispense  with  the  Hudson 
&  Berkshire  road.  The  Western  bridge  over  the  Connecticut  was 
considered  quite  an  engineering  feat.  It  had  seven  spans,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  each.  It  was  a  covered  bridge.  The  heavy 
Winans  engines  had  too  high  chinmeys  for  some  of  the  bridges  on 
the  road,  and  they  were  lowered,  but  as  this  redueed  the  draught,  tlu- 
lower  bridges  were  raised. 

In  1844  the  Hartfoid  <fc  Springfield  Railroad  was  oi:)ened,  joining 
Springfield   with  New    York,  —  rail    to  New  Haven  and  thence    by 
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Steamboat.  In  1845  George  Bliss  d(?clinecl  a  reelection  as  direc- 
tor of  the  Western  road  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  Addison  Gil- 
more  was  elected  president ;  and  he  was  snccecnled,  in  1850,  by  John 
Ciaiduer,  and  a  year  later  by  Capt.  William  H.  Swift.  In  March, 
1847,  the  old  passenger-house  was  burned  and  was  replaced  by  a  brick 
station,  four  hundred  feet  by  one  hundred  and  thirteen.  The  shares 
in  the  Western  Railroad  were  thus  held  in  1849  :  In  Boston,  1,095; 
Koxbury,  43  ;  Charlestown,  42  ;  New  York,  1 1  ;  Springfield,  209  ; 
and  elsewhere,  549.  The  Connecticut  River  road  was  also  well 
under  way.  By  the  consolidation  of  the  Northampton  &  Spring- 
field Railroad  Company  and  the  Greenfield  &  Northampton  Com- 
pany, the  Connecticut  River  Railroad  Corporation  was  formed  in 
1845.  The  road  was  opened  to  Greenfield  in  184G.  The  fourth 
annual  rei)ort  (1849)  sliowed  tliat  it  was  completed  to  the  Vermont 
line;  length,  fifty-two  miles;  total  cost  to  that  date,  $1,588,874. 
The  road  was  originally  a  Northampton  enterprise,  but  was  absorbed 
by  Springfield  capitalists. 

The  railroad  era  had  given  Springfield  a  genuine  business  boom. 
In  1840  agriculture  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  as  appears  from 
these  statistics:  Springfield,  —  acres  cultivated,  6,309;  produce, — 
wheat,  2S')  bushels;  rye,  29,184;  corn,  27,095  ;  oats,  18,125;  and 
tons  of  hay,  2,537. 

In  the  winter  of  1842  the  wooiien  buildings  opi>osite  Court  square, 
owned  by  John  Childs  and  George  Dwight,  and  occupied  by 
A.  C.  Cole  &  Co.,  tailors,  and  Covell  &  Goodwui,  druggists,  were 
burned.  It  was  a  big  fire,  but  if  it  had  not  iK'en  for  the  admirable 
work  of  tlie  fire  department  it  would  have  been  bigger. 

Charles  Dickens  passed  tluough  Springfield  a  month  later.  Adin 
Allen,  the  noted  river  pilot,  piloted  the  steamer  '•  Massacluisetts," 
in  which  ^Ir.  Dickens  took  passage.  It  was  the  first  ti'ip  of  the  sea- 
son. ^Ir.  Sargeant  suggested  to  Mr.  Dickens  that  as  the  roads  were 
bad  he  had  better  go  by  steamer.  Accordingly,  3Ir.  Sargeant  asked 
'^  Kit "  Stebbins  to  captain  the  ''  Massachusetts"  and  Adin  Allen  to 
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pilot  her.  The  '^  Massachusetts  "  was  the  largest  of  the  lioats  then 
built.  It  eoulcl  not  go  through  tlie  canal,  and  as  the  canal  was  still 
covered  with  ice  it  would  not  have  done  to  send  any  boat  but  the 
*'  Massachusetts."  The  *'  Massacluisetts  "  liad  a  higli  ladies'  cabin 
built  up  on  the  rear  of  the  <leck  ;  the  steei-sinan  stood  on  top  of  this 
cabin  (which  accounts  for  Dickens's  inii)ression  as  to  the  insecurity  of 
the  steamer),  and  Mr.  ^Ulen  was  stationed  at  the  bow  while  shooting 
the  rapids,  and  the  rest  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  cabin.  When  they 
reached  Hartford  Mr.  Dickens  askeil  Pilot  Allen  if  he  chewwl  tobacco, 
and  a  few  days  later  Allen  received  a  package  from  Dickens  enclos- 
ing a  tobacco- 1k)x. 

B.  M.  Douglas,  who  was  an  active  boatman  of  that  day,  and  who 
is  occasionally  seen  nowadays  ui>on  the  streets  of  Springfield,  dc^ 
8cribt»s  Mr.  Dickens's  [Kfi-sonal  apjK^a ranee  as  follows:  ^'The  light- 
weight Englishman  wore  a  swallow-tail  snuff-coloi'ed  coat,  short  reil 
and  white  figured  vest  that  was  not  long  enough  to  reach  his  panta- 
loons, which  latter  were  of  the  true  Yankee  check,  and  looked  as 
though  they  had  been  lx)ught  from  a  North-stivet  Jew  shop  in 
Boston.  Another  thing  I  remember,  and  that  was  his  short,  bell- 
crowned  hat." 

AVe  mijrht  remark  here  that  two  veai*s  before  the  visit  of  Dickens 
the  steamboat  '-  Greenfield  "  had  exploded  ueiu*  South  Hadley  Falls, 
killing  two  men  and  wounding  si^veral  others. 

The  boilei*s  of  the  *'  Greenfield  "  and  '^  Agawam  "  were  made  on 
Mill  River  by  Mr.  Lancy,  who  was  killed  at  South  Hailley  Falls  when 
the  fonner  boat  explodeil.  Still  another  lK>at,  the  *•'  James  Dwight," 
was  built  bv  Charles  Stearns,  at  the  foot  of  State  street.  This  boat, 
in  making  a  return  trip  from  Hartford,  hit  a  rock  at  the  head  of  the 
falls.  Help  was  pr(K'ure(l  from  Thompsonville,  and  Dr.  Osgood,  Mr. 
Stearns,  and  others  waded  into  the  water  and  worked  the  boat  off 
with  levers.  Samuel  Ik)wles  was  on  board,  with  a  new  font  of  t\i>e 
for  the  -*  Kepublican." 

This  was  the  ix?ri(xl,  also,  of  the  underground  railroad.      Mysteri- 


SPR/Xn  FIELD.    1630-1S86.  471 


ous  bands  of  fugitive  slaves  were  continually  passing  up  the  Connect- 
icut valley  on  their  way  to  Canada.  Dr.  Osgood's  kind  otlices  in 
furthering  this  scheme  have  lx*en  referred  to.  The  negroes  usually 
travelled  at  night,  and  were  sheltered  by  true  and  tried  friends  during 
the  day.  The  houses  of  Dr.  Osgo<Kl,  Joseph  C.  Buell,  John  How- 
land,  Mr.  Chureli,  and  others  wei*e  used  as  stations  of  the  under- 
ground railroad.  In  1H47  Osgood,  Calhoun,  Rufus  Elmer,  and  a 
local  negro  preacher  secured  a  house  situated  in  the  woods  at  Bright- 
wood,  for  tlie  sheltt*r  of  fugitives.  Parties  had  unloatled  b}^  night  in 
the  Worthington  grove,  and  taken  to  the  Huell  house  (the  Widow 
Frost  place,  corner  of  Spring  and  State  streets)  or  other  houses ;  but 
this  was  considered  a  dangerous  practice,  and  they  were  finally  sent 
to  the  wo<kIs  of  the  North  Knd.  The  negnws  never  knew  the  names 
of  the  men  at  whose  houses  they  slept.  ^Mr.  Buell  was  the  preacher 
at  the  jail  for  many  years. 

Tlie  population  of  Si)ringfield  in  1843  was  10,085.  Among  the 
business  events  of  that  year  was  the  oi>ening  of  the  Massasoit  Hotel, 
in  July,  Mr.  Chapin  rec^nving  many  congratulatory  visits,  and  a  good 
house-warming  foUowed.  The  Springfield  House  (corner  of  Bridge 
and  Water  streets),  owm»d  by  Charles  Stearns  and  leased  by  Bugbee  & 
Clark,  was  o|x»ned  the  following  year.  The  Dwight  Manufacturing 
C(mipany  had  Inicn  incoriH>rated  in  1841,  with  a  capital  of  half  a  mil- 
lion. Sonu'  vears  latter  it  was  consolidated  with  the  CalK)t  Mann- 
facturing  Company  and  the  Perkins  ^lills,  making  it  the  largest 
cotton-mill  company  m  the  C<mnecticut  valley. 

The  public  Nch(M)ls  were  not  in  the  iH'st  (condition,  one  would  say, 
wiien,  in  184.*J,  the  average  attendance  was  only  sevent<»en  hundred 
out  of  three  thousand  chihlren  who  ought  to  have  been  at  sch(K>l. 
While  the  town  wius  spending  Sl(),0()<)  annually  upon  their  schools, 
they  were  so  biul  that  no  less  than  one  hundred  scholars  were  sent  to 
l)rivate  schools,  at  an  extra  expense  of  over  82,000. 

On  OctolH*r  13,  1H44,  Springfield  was  visited  by  another  destructive 
tire,  wiiich  brokt*  out  in  the  shop  of  K.  T.  Amadou,  in  the  Fi-ost  building 
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(Main  and  Sanfonl  streets),  and  five  buildings,  including  eight  stoivs 
and  shops,  were  consumed ;  losses,  S23,000,  including  Oaniel  Bonte- 
cou's  frame  building,  Main  street,  in  which  were  Briggs  &  Forward, 
dry  goods ;  Smith  &  Taylor,  printei-s ;  Cowles  &  Lombard,  barbers 
and  fancy  goods  ;  and  T.  L.  Clark,  tailor  :  Joshua  Frost's  frame  build- 
ing, comer  of  Main  and  Sanfoixl  streets,  in  which  were  Palmer  &  Clark, 
ready-made  clothing  ;  J.  L.  Skinner,  print4?r :  and  William  B.  Hancock, 
tailor:  Daniel    Ik)ntecou's  brick  buildimr.  Sanfortl  street,  in  which 
were  Henry  Adams's  meat  mark(»t  and  Willis  Phelps's  wool-i-oom : 
Dr.  Chauncey  Brewer's  wooden  building,  Main  street,  in  which  were 
H.  &  J.  Brewer,  druggists:  Justin  lx)mbard  estate's  frame  building, 
in  which  were  Rufus  Elmer,  boots  and  shoes ;  F.   R.  Rider,  shoe- 
maker ;   Simons    «&    Kibbi*,  confectioners.     The  buildings  of    Elijah 
Blake,  Cicero  Simons,  and  Rayuolds  &  ^lorris  were  also  damaged. 
The  fire  spread  l)ecause  there  was  no  water  in  the  town  brook,  a  mill- 
owner  alx)ve  having  shut  it  off  during  the  night  in  oixler  to  get  water 
for  the  day.     Before  the  gates  were  oi)ened  the  fire  had  lx.'Come  seri- 
ous.    Three  or  four  small  fires  that  followed  led  to  the  general  belief 
that  a  fire-bug  was  at  work.     The  armory  barracks  had  been  burned 
in  1842.     But  these  fii*es  seemed  to  stimulate  enteiprise.     The  iK>pu- 
lation  passed  the  fourteen-thousand  mark  in  1845,  which  was  an  in- 
crease of  over  thirty  |>er  cent,   in  five  yeai*s.     The  oiK»n  pastures  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  street  were  being  filled  up.     The  seven  sti-eets 
ojxMi  from  ^lain  street  to  the  river  in  1838  had  increased  to  eighteen 
by  1845.     Chestnut  street  had  been  continued  through  from  Bridge 
street.     The  burned  district  harl  been  covered  with  brick  buildinirs. 
CalK)tville  and  Chicoi>ee  Falls  were  growing  rapidly,  and  Springfield 
was   being   calle<l   a  ''  city-like  town."      There     were     twenty-two 
churches,  —  ten  at  the  Centre.     The  Dwight  &  Orue  building  (Main 
and  Bliss  streets),  fitted  for  stores  and  a  hotel,  was  one  of  the   most 
conspicuous  additions  to  the  street.     ^Ir.  Byers  was  putting  up  four 
stores  opiK)site  the    Alden    House.     The  Brewer  &  Lombard  block 
was  also  going  up.     The    valuation  of  real  esUite  was  83,861, i>  17, 
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and  personal  in-operty,  81,447,121),  —  nearly  half  a  million  increase 
in  a  year.  James  Hyers  completed  Hampden  Ilall  (opix)site  the 
Alden  Honse)  in  1846;  Chauncey  Shepard,  architect.  The  Niagara 
Fire  Company  oi>ened  this,  the  largest  hall  in  western  Massachusetts, 
by  a  ball,  in  February.  Elam  Stockbridge  completed  his  block  in 
the  rear  of  the  Universal ist  church  in  1846,  and  many  private  resi- 
dences were  going  up. 

At  a  meeting  of  School  District  No.  8,  William  Dwight,  Eliphalet 
Trask,  Simon  Smith,  John  B.  Kirkham,  and  Benjamin  Day  were 
appointed  a  building  conmiittee  for  a  school-house  on  Elm  street. 
Tiie  average  wealth  of  Springfield  was  a  matter  of  remark  ;  the  largest 
estate  being  in  1846  only  $68,000,  and  there  were  but  five  estates 
with  a  valuation  of  over  850,000 ;  but  twelve  exceeded  840,000, 
twenty  exceeded  830,000,  thirty-eight  exceeded  820,000,  fifty-one 
exceeded  S1.'>,000,  and  ninety -one  exceeded  810,000  ;  total  valuation, 
87,078,.')00,  there  being  8.>,000,000  distributed  among  those  having 
less  than  810,000.  There  wHn*e  comparatively  few  i)oor  people  in 
Springfield. 

The  general  condition  of  the  town  religiously  was  perhaps  not  so 
go(^d,  although  the  ministers  in  those  days  maintained  sharper  lines  of 
demarcation  and  made  more  direct  denominational  appeals  than  at 
present.  There  were  about  eighteen  hundred  families  in  1847,  divided 
roughly  as  follows :  Congregationalists,  430  families ;  ^lethodists, 
2.'>0  ;  Roman  C'atiiolics,  170;  Unitarians,  130;  Baptists,  112;  Episco- 
palians, IN) ;  I'niversalists,  80  ;  Wesleyans,  20  ;  *'  Come-outers,"  14  ; 
Lutherans,  4  ;  non-church-goers,  500.  Negotiations  had  been  long 
l)ending  for  the  purchase  of  the  wattn-power  at  Ireland  parish  and 
South  Iladlev  Falls.  This  culminated  in  1847,  and  the  work  of 
building  a  manufacturing  city  began  at  once.  Men  spoke  of  the 
•'  coining  city  ''  before  a  stroke  of  work  had  been  done. 

John  Mills lK>ught  the  Alden  (Hampden)  House,  furnished,  in  1846 
for  826,000.  He  had  entered  \\\yo\\  a  career  as  real-estate  owner,  and 
w:ls  in  the  end  cnpi)le<l  by  these  investments.     Homer  Foot  bought 
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the  United  States  Hotel  propeily  of  Jeremy  Warriner,  in  1847,  for 
$19,000,  and  ''  Uncle  JeiTy  "  retired  covered  with  laurels.  He,  how- 
ever, could  not  remain  long  quiet,  but  with  his  brother,  Lyman  War- 
riner, took  the  Union  House. 

The  question  was  already  being  asked,  "  Shall  Springfield  be  a 
city?  "  and  the  setting  up  of  Chicopee  as  a  separate  town  also  became 
an  acute  issue.  When  a  proiX)sal  for  a  division  was  up  in  the  town- 
meeting,  December,  1847,  Judge  Oliver  B.  !M orris  made  a  strong  plea 
against  division.  A  legislative  committee  was  in  Springfield,  March, 
1848,  and  listened  to  arguments,  both  upon  a  di\ision  of  the  town  and 
a  city  charter.  At  the  April  town-meeting  a  pitched  battle  was 
waged  over  division,  and  the  final  vote  stood  :  For  division,  five  hun- 
dred ;  against,  seven  hundre<l  and  twenty -two.  The  legislative  com- 
mittee had,  however,  already  drawn  a  bill  creating  a  new  town  out  of 
Cabotville,  Old  Chicopee,  and  Chicoi>ee  Falls,  although  there  was 
clearly  a  majority  of  the  town  against  it.  There  were  a  succes- 
sion of  town-meetings  that  year,  tlie  charter  of  the  Springfield 
Aque<Uict  Compauy  and  other  matters  seeming  to  demand  special 
consideration.  The  Springfield  Gas-Light  Company  was  organized 
that  year. 

We  will  not  linger  over  the  struggle  attending  the  division  of  the 
town.  It  was  said  in  1841  that  ti*n  vears  before  Cabotville  had  been 
''  a  wild  siK>t,  the  habitation  of  frogs,  quails,  snij>es,  rabbits,"  etc. 
It  had  now  six  cotton  mills,  eighteen  operative  boarding-houses,  a 
forge  and  two  machine-shops,  tlie  Ames  Bell  and  Cannon  Foundry', 
and  several  small  mills ;  while  the  Universalists,  Congregationalists, 
Baptists,  Methodists,  Unitarians,  and  Roman  Catholics  had  secureil 
lodgments  there.  The  thirty-seven  stores  and  shops  and  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  ix)pulation  were  tlie  nucleus  of  a  village,  indeed. 
''The  Cabotville  Chronicle"  of  that  day  wa*s  quite  a  pa^K^r.  The 
question  of  division  had  become  so  heateil  in  1H43  that  at  the  annual 
meeting  the  town  failed  to  elect  a  lx)aixl  of  selectmen.  The  '^  Cabot 
folks "  renewed  the  fight  in  1844  for  their  section,  which  had   five 
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hundred  voters,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  population, 
and  a  tax-rate  of  Sr),000. 

N.  P.  Ames,  of  Cabofrville,  died  in  the  spring  of  1847.  He  was  born 
near  Lowell  in  1803.  He  removed  to  Chicopee  Falls  in  1829,  and  to 
Cal)otville  in  1884,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  its  commercial 
prosperity.  He  visited  Europe  in  1840  in  order  to  study  the  mechani- 
cal arts  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ames  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  returned 
broken  in  health.  He  was  a  dignified,  affable,  and  generous  man,  and 
was  an  active  church-member.  He  gave  ?5,000  to  build  a  Congi*ega- 
tional  church.  Among  other  deaths  during  this  period  may  be  men- 
tioned those  of  Justin  Lombard,  October,  1841  ;  Samuel  Bowles, 
founder  of  the  ''  Weekly  Republican,"  September,  1851  ;  John 
Howard,   lawyer,   1841) ;   and  Woses  Bliss,  merchant,    1849. 

The  di\nsion  of  the  town  came  in  1848  by  a  decree  of  the  General 
Court,  and  the  selectmen's  board  of  Springfield  wius  reorganized  as 
follows  :  Solomon  Hatch,  William  E.  Montague,  Philo  F.  Wilcox, 
Wait  still  Hastings,  and  E.  W.  Bond. 

The  committee  of  the  two  towns  appointed  to  di\ide  the  property 
of  the  original  town  decided  that  the  surplus  revenue  was  to  be  di- 
vided on  the  valuation  of  the  two  towns,  gi\'ing  Springfield  sixty-one 
per  cent,  and  Chicopee  thirty-nine  per  cent.  Chicopee  got  a  little 
larger  siiare  of  the  school  fund  and  property.  The  debts  of  the  old 
town  aggregated  $20,000,  and  Chicoi)ee  made  a  ix>int,  as  $8,000  of 
this  was  for  the  tw^o  new  bridges  over  the  Chicopee  river.  Spring- 
field took  the  town  farm,  town  hall,  etc.,  except  the  old  safe,  which 
was  to  remain  with  the  Springfield  town  clerk  for  the  preservation  of 
the  old  records. 

r>ut  the  town,  reduced  in  temtory  as  it  was,  seemed  as  gay  and 
full  of  business  and  pleasure  as  it  ever  was.  Trade  was  good,  and 
wc  notice  that  the  following  January  (1849),  in  one  week  the  Niagara 
Fire  Company  had  a  ball  at  Ilamixlen  Hall ;  the  Campbell  minstrels 
followed  ;  Eastcott  gave  a  musical  soiree  at  Concert  Hall,  Foot's 
block ;  while  J.  H.  Green,  the  reformed  gambler,  exix)8ed  the  secrets 
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of  the  j)rof ession  in  so  adroit  a  manner  tliat  it  is  saiil  a  clergyman 
wanted  to  bet  a  small  amount  that  a  certain  card  had  not  changed 
from  one  hand  to  the  other. 

The  introduction  of  gas,  also,  was  a  matter  for  self-felicitatiou. 
"  We  shook  off  our  suburbs,''  one  man  remarked,  "  and  now  Spring- 
field is  in  better  shape  for  becoming  a  city  than  ever  before." 

David  Ames  died  in  August,  1847,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He 
was  born  at  Bridgewater,  and  became  a  manufacturer  of  shovels  and 
guns,  supplying  both  for  the  American  army.  Ames  was  an  officer 
in  the  Revolution,  and  in  1704  was  appointed  by  Washington  su^jerin- 
tendent  of  the  national  armory  in  Springfield.  After  nine  years  of 
service  he  became  a  manufacturer  of  pajjer,  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
establishment  of  the  largest  pajjer  manufactory  in  the  country, 
made  many  inventions  and  improvements,  including  the  system  of 
*'  hot  pressing,"  which  subsequently  came  into  general  use.  In  June, 
1847,  came  the  death  of  Dr.  William  O.  B.  Peal)ody.  He  was  a  son 
of  Oliver  Peabody,  of  Exeter,  N.H.,  twin  brother  of  Rev.  Oliver  B. 
W.  Peabody,  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  was  graduaU^d  from  Harvard  in 
1816,  and,  as  we  have  said,  settled  in  Springfield  in  1820. 

Two  years  later  hklmund  Dwight,  of  Boston,  died.  He  was  a  large 
owner  of  the  factories  at  Cabotville  and  Chicopee  Falls,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  to  take  up  the  project  of  starting  a  new  city  at  Had- 
ley  Falls.  He  was  born  at  Springfield,  was  brother  of  Jonathan 
Dwight,  represented  Springfield  in  the  Legislature  several  years,  and 
was  a  substantial  friend  of  the  Western  Railroad. 

As  to  newspapers,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  "  Republican  "  be- 
came an  evening  daily  in  1844,  the  fii*st  daily  paper  in  this  part  of  the 
State.     Itwa*>  changed  to  a  morning  pa|>er  in  184.>. 

E.  F.  Ashley  &  Co.  sold  out  the  ''  Hampden  Post "  in  1843  to  Alan- 
son  Ilawley,  and  ^Ir.  Beach  retired  as  editor,  after  nearly  nine  years' 
work,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  law,  as  has  been  stat<*d.  The 
local  papers  at  this  time  were  :  The  *'  Republican,"  age,  11) ;  ''  Hamp- 
den Post,"  age,    14;    the  ''Gazette,"  age,   12  yeai*s ;    "Cabotville 
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Chronicle,"  age,  4  years;  '' ludepeiulent  Democrat,"  age,  2  years; 
*"*  Hara|xlen  Wasliingtoniau,"  age,  1  year;  and  the  "Olive  Leaf" 
(Cabotville).  There  were  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  papers 
in  Massachusetts  at  this  time.  The  '"  Semi- weekly  Sentinel"  ap- 
peared in  Februar3%  1847,  published  by  llawley  &  Tenney,  and 
edited  by  Alanson  Hawley,  of  the  "  Hamixlen  Post;  "  iK)litics,  dem- 
oci*atic.  William  L.  Smith  began  editing  the  "Post"  February, 
1848.  He  started  life  in  the  very  pit  of  political  conUnition,  never 
deserted  a  friend  or  quailed  before  an  enemy,  was  honest  and  capa- 
ble, and  lived  to  preside  over  the  city  of  Springfield  and  to  enjoy  an 
age  of  honorable  reix)se. 

Pynchon-street  Methodist  church  was  built  in  1845.  It  was  dedi- 
cated in  March,  the  sermon  being  preached  by  Kev.  Dr.  Olin,  presi- 
dent of  Wesleyan  University.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Dr.  Osgood  made 
the  concluding  prayer.  The  Baptist  church,  corner  of  Main  street 
and  Harrison  avenue,  was  completed  in  1847,  at  a  cost  of  814,000. 
In  this  year,  also,  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Buckingham  began  a  forty  years* 
pjistorate  over  the  South  Church.  He,  as  nuich  as  any  minister  known 
to  Springfield,  reflected  the  Wrtues  and  softened  the  austerities  of  Puri- 
tanism. The  South  Church  had  been  organized  in  1842  by  thirty- 
four  members  of  the  First  Church.  The  edifice  was  on  Bliss  street, 
and  Rev.  Noah  Porter,  Jr.,  was  pastor.  It  was  in  1847,  also,  tiiat 
Hev.  Mr.  Porter  preached  his  farewell  sermon  at  the  South  C'hurch  on 
Bliss  street,  and  left  Springfield  to  assume  the  duties  of  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  at  Yale  College. 

The  high  school  was  completed  in  1848,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  the 
buikling  connnitti'e  being  William  Dwight,  Chester  W.  Chapin, 
Eliphalet  Trask,  Josiah  Hooker,  Simon  Smith,  and  Sanniel  Raynolds ; 
architect,  Josiah  Allen.  Judge  Morris  denounced  the  high  school  as 
a  *'  palace,"  but  he  became  reconciled  to  it.  The  Springfield  Yomig 
Men's  Institute,  which  had  been  an  informal  association,  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1847,  and  these  officers  chosen:  President,  John  Mills;  vice- 
invsidents,   Ariel   Parish,   E.   1).  Beach,   and    Henry  Morris ;    corre- 
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spending    secretary,     E.    W.    ]k)Q(l ;    recording    secretary,    Samuel 
Bowles,  Jr. 

The  Ham|)den  House  was  repaired  in  1845  by  O.  M.  Alden,  and 
the  name  changed  to  the  Alden  House.  The  new  hotel  below  the 
depot  (P\'nchon  House),  built  by  Chester  W.  Chapin  and  kept  by 
Mr.  Jennings,  was  called  the  City  Hotel,  in  anticipation  of  a  charter. 

The  work  of  removing  the  old  cemetery  was  completed  in  1848, 
under  the  sui)ervision  of  Elijah  Blake.  Some  women  formed  an 
association  in  Octol>er,  1840,  to  raise  money  to  be  devoted  to  the 
project  of  oi)ening  a  new  cemetery.  They  o^iened  a  fair  in  Sej>- 
tember,  1841.  Both  town  and  Masonic  halls  were  secured  for  the 
exliibition  of  fancy  articles,  which  were  contributed  by  people  of 
all  denominations  and  classes.  The  gross  receipts  were  $1,300,  and 
thus  netting  over  81,100. 

Tlie  conceit  of  Jenny  Lind,  in  July,  1851,  is  still  treasured  as  one  of 
the  happy  memories  of  Springfield.  Dr.  Osgood's  church  was  filled 
with  nuisic-lovers,  and  those  who  had  gone  to  Ik>ston  to  hear  her 
pronounced  her  vocalization  quite  as  good  as  it  had  been  there.  She 
was  entiM'tained  bv  a  brother  of  Solomon  Warriner,  on  Howard  street. 
Mr.  Goldsclnnidt,  whom  she  mamed  shortly  aftei'wards,  was  her 
accompanist.  The  school  children  marched  in  procession  to  the 
Warriner  house,  just  east  of  Mr.  Charles  Merriam*s  residence,  and 
the  distinguished  singer  appeared  \\\yo\i  the  balcony  and  acknowledged 
their  attention  by  bowing^. 

It  was  not  until  1851  that  the  directoi*s  of  the  Western  Railroad 
ordered  a  new  depot,  but  they  appropriated  the  then  fabulous  sum  of 
850,000.  Chester  W.  Chapin,  once  a  driver  of  an  ox-team,  as  was 
Willis  Phelps,  had,  by  1851,  l>ecome  the  wealthiest  man  in  Springfield. 
He  was  president  of  the  Connecticut  River  Railroad,  and  had  fully 
George  Bliss's  faith  in  Springfield  as  a  railroad  centre.  As  a  matter 
of  curiosity  we  add  a  few  names  in  the  order  of  worldly  ix>ssession,  as 
appeal's  by  the  assessors'  lx)oks  :  Chester  W.  Chapin,  James  Byers, 
George  Bliss,  Jonathan  Dwight,  James  Barnes,  M.  and  E.  S-  Chapin, 
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Georpe  Dwight,  Estuti'  Dtivid  Ames,  John  Mills,  Philo  1*.  Wilcox, 
Jolin  Child,  William  Howe,  Jaine.-i  Itri'wer,  Homer  Fiwt.  Thomas 
Bund,  Daniel  L.  Hniria,  Charles  ii.  Rice,  Frederick  Dwight,  Eliplis- 
Ict  Tmsk,  and  so  on. 

TheWiwon  Cai- Works  started 
in  1843.  Tlie  Agawam  Bank 
was  organized  iu  1840  an  n  State 
lunik,  nitli  Clii'.'ihr  W.  Ov.ipm  as 


,  \mr 


inn, 
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president,  in  which  year  also  Chieo|H»e  was  c-onneoted  with  Springfield 
by  telegraph.  In  1840  the  Springfield  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance 
Company  was  ineoiporated,  and  tiie  year  following  the  John  Hancock 
Bank  was  organized  as  a  State  bank.  The  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  was  incoi*i)oraled  in  l^{.Jl,  and  Caleb  Rice  chosen 
president. 

In  18.'>0  the  temperance  men  elect4»d  their  county  commissioners, 
consisting  of  N.  T.  Leonard,  Melvin  Copt»land,  and  William  V. 
Sessions,  and  also  their  special  commissioners,  L.  F.  Newton  and 
Elizur  Bates.  N.  T.  Leonard  was  made  chairman.  The  old  board 
of  commissioners  (democratic)  caused  a  great  excitement  by  issuing 
liquor  licenses  for  one  year  u|)on  the  last  day  of  their  term  of  office, 
and  there  was  thunder  all  round  the  horizon. 

The  anunal  April  town-meeting  did  not  work  smoothly.  After 
the  election  of  Joseph  Ingraham,  as  usual,  for  clerk  and  treasurer, 
and  Dr.  Osgood  as  a  memlK*r  of  the  school  conmiittee,  it  was  im- 
I^^ssible  to  go  any  further,  except  for  minor  positions.  On  the 
22d  two  assessors  and  seven  constables  win*e  chosen  (whigs), 
and  for  tiie  puriMise  of  filling  the  list  a  town-meeting  was  apix>inted 
for  April  20 .  The  locos,  the  free-soilers,  and  the  indeiKMidents 
ran  separate  tickets.  On  the  2()th  in  question,  shaip  at  12,  the 
appointtMl  hour,  a  loi*o  foco  moved  an  adjournment  without  day 
bi*fore  the  whigs  had  assembled.     Charles  Beach  was  in  the  chair, 

0 

and  as  the  motion  was  carrird  hy  four  majority,  the  meeting 
was  declared  adjourned.  By  tiiis  stroke  the  loco  foco  selectmen 
of  1H4I>  held  over.  Application  was  at  once  made  to  the  Legislature 
for  iK)wer  to  liokl  a  special  town-meeting  in  May.  The  General 
Court  met  the  ca>e  by  passing  a  general  bill  authorizing  town  elections 
as  late  as  May.  A  citizen  ticket  was  at  onci*  made  up,  John  Mills 
being  nominated  as  moderator,  and  Kphraim  AV.  Bond  heading  tlie 
list  of  selectman.  The  locos  nominated  a  srli'ct  lH)ard,  with  K.  D. 
Beach  at  the  lu-ad.  It  was  a  pretty  ixciting  time,  party  feeling  nm- 
ning   high.       Tht*   result  was  a  loco  foeo  victory,   the   lx)aixl   Wing: 
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Ephraini  W.  Houd  (citizen),  E.  1).  Beach  (loco),  Oliver  B.  Bannou 
(citizen),  Simon  San!)orn  (loco,  or  some  called  him  liberal  whig),  and 
Henry  Gray  (loco).  The  locos  thns  had  a  majority  of  the  board  in 
a  ballot  larger  than  any  in  the  history  of  the  town.  Tlie  whigs  were 
ntterly  taken  aback,  while  hnndreds  of  loco  focos  marched  throngh 
tiie  streets  that  night  shonting  the  cry  of  victory.  Henry  Gray  was 
snperintendent  of  the  West<^ni  Railroad,  and  the  cry  of  "  corporation 
iutlnence  '*  was  at  onct^  raised. 

The  censns  of  IM.'iO  put  the  figure  for  Springfield  down  at  11,330, 
showing  that  it  liad  made  no  progress  since  1848,  when  the  division 
left  a  popnlation  of  11,328.  Of  these,  in  tiie  IHM)  censns,  abont  one 
hnndred  resided  on  the  United  States  gronnd,  and  two  luuidred  and 
forty-three  were  colored.     Tiie  total  valuation  was  S4,734,0r)0. 

Springfiehl  figured  prominently  in  the  Webster  convention,  in 
November,  18r)l,  at  15ost<m.  Henry  Vose  was  temporary  chairman, 
and  Ansel  Phelps,  Jr.,  ciiairman  of  tiie  committee  on  permanent  or- 
ganiziition.  George  Ashnmn  was  made  president  of  the  convention, 
A'ose,  iH'rmanent  secretary,  and  (ieorge  Bliss  was  on  the  committee 
to  i)repare  an  address  to  the  people  giving  Mr.  Webst4?r's  claims  to 
thi*  pn»sidency.  It  was  indeed  a  curious  spectacle  for  a  convention  ; 
but  after  tlie  delegates  liad  given  nine  chet'i's  for  Wi*bster,  and  then 
for  (ieorire  Ashnmn,  thev  added  three  for  the  ancient  and  honorable 
town  of  Springfield. 

Thr  annual  militia  reviews  were  conthmed  during  this  iH»riod. 
Tliese  wt'ri'  famous  occasions,  next  to  the  Fourtli  itself,  the  country 
(•omi)anies  marcelling  in  their  best  style.  How  the  country  looked  on 
tlu'se  occasions  is  situ  by  this  passage  from  Hyde's  intiMesting  History 
of  Brimliehl :  — 

'*  Occasionally  the  militia  companies  went  as  far  as  Springfield  or 
Hatfield  for  a  grander  military  display.  If,  on  the  march,  the  toll- 
gate  ki'ei)er  denuuTed  at  giving  free  i)jissiige,  the  captain  had  but  to 
snv,  *  Men,  do  vour  dutv.'  At  the  word,  Hiram  Gleason,  Warren 
Nelson,  Silas  Parker,  and  Hiram  Powers  would  lift  the  gate  bodily 
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out  of  its  |)liu'(',  and  the  company  would  pass  on.  These  Samsons 
of  Briinfield  were  ecjually  ready  to  figlit  the  Philistines  in  Springfield 
who  jeered^  at  their  uiwountry  ways  as  to  carry  off  the  gates  thai 
barre<l  their  march." 

The  lIam]Klen  County  Ajrricultural  Society  was  chartered  in  1844. 
The  St.  Paul's  (Uuivei-salist)  Church  was  built  on  Main  street  in 
l«s44,  and  that  year,  also,  the  Trmit\'  Methodist  Church  was  organized, 
—  \\w  Ashury  Chapel  congregation  being  transfen'ed  there.  The  place 
of  worslni>  on  Pynchon  street  was  dedicated  the  following  year.  The 
North  Church  was  organized  in  184(),  St.  Henedict's  (Ronuiu  Catholic) 
Union-street  Church  was  christened  in  1847,  the  Catholic  eemeterv. 
Liberty  street,  o])ened,  and  the  Baptist  chuiX'h  edifice  built  on  Main 
street.  The  Fii*st  Congregational  (Evangelical  religion)  Society  of 
Indian  Orchard  was  organized  in  1848.  Dr.  A.  N.  Little  John,  after- 
ward Bishop  of  I>oug  Island,  was  made  i*ector  of  Christ  Kpiscopal 
Church  in   18.')0. 

When,  in  18')2,  it  was  found  that  the  i)opulation  of  Springfield  had 
reached  12,408,  the  call  for  a  citv  charter  became  irresistible,  and  at 
a  siH»cial  meeting,  in  March,  Henry  Vose,  S.  C.  Bemis,  John  Mill^^, 
George  Dwight,  and  Henry  (^my  were  chosen  to  make  application 
for  the  charter.  It  was  i)rouiptIy  granted,  and  at  a  siH»cial  meeting. 
April  21,  18.')2,  the  town  adoi)ted  the  act  according  to  law  by  a  vole 
of  Ih;j»  to  4.')4,  and  the  deed  was  done. 


CHAFrER     XX. 

1852-1860. 

The  New  City.  —  Ansel  Phelps,  Jr.  —  New  Buildings  upon  Main  Street.  —  The  Gro\*'th 
of  Holyoke.  — Labor  Troubles.  — The  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.  —  Kossuth. — Philos 
B.  Tyler.  —  Retirement  of  Dr.  Osgood.  —  Gen.  Whitney.  —  Know-nothingism.  — 
Mayor  Trask.  —  Dedication  of  the  City  Hall.  —  The  Fromont  Campaign.  —  The 
City  Libraiy.  —  The  Home  Exhibition  of  1853. —  Death  of  Daniel  Lombard.  —  Panic 
of  1837.  —  Failure  of  the  Western  Bank.  —  George  Bliss  and  I^i^'amin  Butler. 
—  Politics.  —  Dr.  Chaffoc.  —  Free-soil  Excitement.  —  John  Brown.  —  The  Club.  — 
The  Dred  Scott  Decision  and  Springfield.  —  More  Politics.  —  John  Brown's  I^etter 
to  Chapman. 

One  fine  evening  in  May  there  was  a  great  concourse  of  people  in 
Howard  street,  where  Calel)  Rice  lived.  He  had  beaten  William  B. 
Calhoun  by  four  votes  in  tiie  cont<?st  for  tiie  honor  of  being  Spring- 
field's first  mayor.  The  crowd  called  for  a  speech,  and  got  one. 
Ansel  Phelps,  Jr.,  six)ke  for  the  crowd,  and  the  new  mayor's  residence 
was  thrown  open  to  the  public.  There  Avas  no  party  ticket  put  up  at 
this  election.  They  were  [)icked  men.  The  first  city  government 
was  as  follows  :  — 

Mayor,  Caleb  Hico ;  clerk  ami  treasurtT,  Joseph  Ingruham;  aldermen,  —  S.  S. 
Day,  Eliplialet  Trask.  K.  D.  Beach,  (Jeorjfe  Dwight.  An)ert  Morgan,  Charles  G. 
Hice,  Oliver  H.  I^annon.  and  K.  A.  Barton;  cunimon  cuuncil, — J.  B.  M.  Stebhins, 
Eleazer  IJipley.  John  V.  Jones,  Warner  C.  Sturtevant,  Francis  Bates,  Henry 
Fuller,  Jr..  Charles  Merriani,  Willis  Phelps,  Cicero  Simons,  Henry  Morris, 
Alexander  II.  Avery,  BiMijamin  F.  Warner,  William  Hitchcock,  H.  Q.  Sander- 
Hon,  Nutlianiel  Cate.  Henry  Adams,  Ezra  Kimberly,  and  Bodney  Holt;  school 
committee,  —  Josiah  Hooker,  C.  A.  Wincliester,  A.  8.  McClean,  George  Walker, 
William  1*.  Bagg,  Henry  Adams.  Marcelhis  Pinney,  and  Frederick  Holt. 

This  government  was  inaugurati»d  on  the  two  hundred  and  sixteenth 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  tiie  town.     Mr.  Calhoun,  chairmau 
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of  the  ivtiriug  and  tiiial  board  of  selectmen,  administerecl  the  oath  of 
ofHee  to  tlie  mayor,  who  swore  in  the  rest  of  the  city  groveninient. 

The  mayor  and  aldermen  were  innneiliately  c^onfrcjiiteil  with  the 
license  (jnestion.  The  now  license  law  went  into  effect  on  July  ti^ 
and.  on  motion  of  Kliphalet  Trask,  wlio  in  later  times  stooil,  and  still 
stands,  as  a  temperance  tower  of  great  strength,  moved  that  Ikrenses 
Ik*  granted  to  that  <late.  George  Bliss  opix)sed  this  motion,  but  Mr. 
Tra>k  gained  his  iK)int.  City  Mai-shal  Adams  had  his  liands  full 
before  the  year  closed,  raiding  saloons  and  rumholes. 

Petitions  were  circnlated  in  this,  the  first  year  of  the  niuniei|)alitT, 
for  the  removal  of  Postmaster  Stowe  and  the  api)ointnieiit  of  Charles 
Stearns.  This  was  called  persecntion  for  opinion's  sake,  Mr.  Stowe 
having  been  an  active  military  armory  su|>erintoncient  advocate. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  whigs.  Stearns  was  in  WashingtOD 
at  the  time,  and  upon  hearing  of  the  ]»etitiou  requested  that  his  name 
bt*  withdrawn,  and  it  was. 

During  the  last  eight  years  of  SpringfieUrs  township  the  business 
street  had  undergone,  as  we  have  had  occasion  to  note,  j^reat  changes. 
In  fact,  Main  street  had  been  largely  rebuilt  or  remodelled.  There 
had  gone  up  the  I'nion  House,  Burt's  block.  Foot's  block,  the  bumeil 
district  buildings,  about  Sanford  street,  llaminlen  H:ill  block,  Good- 
rich's block,  City  Hotel  block,  the  new  arsenal  at  the  annorv,  ami 
the  John  Hancock  Bank  on  the  Hill.  The  corner  bookstore  of  the 
Merriam's  began  to  take  on  the  dignity  of  age,  owin^r  to  these  new 
buildings.  There  were  also  four  church  edifices,  as  we  have  uoteil, 
—  Cniversalist,  Pynchon-street  Methoilist,  the  Baptist,  aud  the  North 
Congregational  churches.  The  new  block  alx)ve  the  de|)ot,  with 
maiiv  houses  in  that  region,  was  a  real  estate  feature  of  that  dav. 
A  dozen  elegant  residences  had  been  built  on  Majile  street,  and  the 
railroad  buihlings  were  nearly  all  new. 

The  new  city  of  Sj»ringtield  assnme<l  its  robes  with  beconiiujr  dig- 
nity and  gooil  nature,  in  si)ite  of  the  misgivings  of  an  influential 
minoritv.     To    William    B.  Calhoun,  John    B.    Kirkham,   Theoilow 
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St('l)bitis,  .IoHe|ili  Itigrnlinm,  and  K)i|jhnlet  Trutik  was  intrusted  tlie 
tusk  of  laying  out  the  wards  and  apportiuniug  tlK'  uicinbevii  uf  tlie 
CDiiiiiion  c-ounc-il.  It  wti8  a  good  onion  that,  in  all  the  impular  votes 
attending  the  granting  of  a  city  diart«'r  and  the  uiiinictpal  oi^aiiiza- 
tion,  theiv  was  no  division  \\\ion  party  lines.     Men  considered  each 

question  upou  its 
miTilr.,  and  jjer- 
fi'ct    gofKl-liumor 


tielct.  and  ivltli  it  the  lishiug-grounds 

at  tilt'   falls  on   the  west   side,  and 

the     ttTi-itory    known     snhseqnently 

as  "Ireland  parish  and  Holyoke, " 

canied    that    niannfaeturing    stibnrb 

Wyond  the  limits  of  uiir  narrative  ;  l>iit  that  section  is  so  connected, 

commercially,  with  N|)ringlield,  that  it  sliould   not  be   ignored  alto- 

getlier.      Deeds  eovering  the  site  nf  Ilolyoke  were  made  to  Fairbanks 

&  Co.,  and  to  (Jeonje  C.  Kwiug,  during  1847.     We  have  stated  that 

the  dam  and  canals  were  bnilt  the  ftdlowinj;  year.     Fairbanks  &  Co. 

iiad  also  secured  the  property  of  the  I.x>cks  &  Canal  Company  at  South 
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Hadlcy  Falls.  The  failure  of  1).  *fc  J.  Amos  (18:,3)  and  of  Howani 
tS:  Luthrop,  ami  the  burning  of  their  South  Hadlev  Falls  mills,  had 
only  a  temporarily  depressing  effect  U|)on  the  place,  li.  O.  Dwight, 
in  a  series  of  admirable  articles  on  Holyoke,  prepared  for  the 
*"  Springfield  Republican,"  says,  in  reference  to  the  year  1847  :  '"  The 
Eagle  Paper  Company,  of  Northampton,  —  whose  organization  was 
due  to  the  revelations  of  business  profits  made  to  the  late  Judge 
Forbes  while  hearing,  as  master  of  chancery,  some  portion  oi  the 
endless  litigation  between  the  Ameses  and  Howard  &  Lathrop,  —  the 
ancient  mill  of  David  Ames  at  Chicopee  Falls,  and  the  recently  i-s- 
tablished  South  worth  Company  at  Mittineague,  were  the  only  repre- 
sentatives of  the  industrv  in  the  river  counties.''  Holvoke  had  been 
incori>orated  as  a  town  in  IH'iO.  !Mr.  Dwight,  in  his  article  alx)ve 
alhided  to,  gives  the  following  account  of  labor  troubles :  — 

On  June  25,  a1>out  0  o'clock  in  the  eveninj^.  an  outbreak  between  the  rival 
nationalities  occurred  at  Springfield,  near  tlie  Hibernian,  "a  sort  of  rumhole 
below  the  depot."  which  became  a  riot.  From  10  to  12  the  church  b^^ls  were 
rung  and  an  immense  crowd  gathered.  For  an  hour  no  carriage  could  pas^s  along 
the  .street,  antl  a  foot-passenger  only  with  serious  danger.  Finally  Sheriff  Caleb 
Rice  arrived  on  tbe  scene  and  disperse<l  tlie  mob.  They  liad  tlieir  labor  riots 
also  in  those  davs.  The  men  at  work  for  Boo<lv  &  Stone  on  the  canals  at  Ire- 
land  DeiMjt  struck  on  New  Year's  day,  1S4S,  because  tlieir  pay  had  been  re<hiceJ 
from  75  and  77  cents  a  day  to  70  cents.  For  a  week  tlie  works  were  at  a  slanii- 
Ktill.  Then  a  dozen  men  went  to  Mork  at  tlie  reduction,  under  protection  of  the 
company's  engineer,  Anderson,  and  ConsUible  T!ieo<lore  Farnbam.  The  strikers, 
••armed  with  clubs  and  other  weapons  of  Irisli  warfare."  at  once  attacked  them. 
The  constable,  while  attempting  to  arrest  some  of  the  leaders,  was  knocketl 
down  and  trampled  upon  until  nearly  senseless.  Mr.  Anderson  was  struck  with 
a  rail  and  received  a  bad  gash  in  the  cheek.  The  windows  of  a  temporar}' 
grocery,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Day.  were  smaj*bed,  but  the  shanties  were  not  torn  down, 
as  had  been  threatened.  At  last  one  of  the  ringleaders  was  capture<l  and  sent 
to  Northampton  jail  by  a  train  which  happened  along  oj)portunely.  As  soon  as 
the  news  reached  Northampton  SluTiflf  Wriglit,  with  25  men  of  the  militia  com- 
pany, armeil  with  muskets,  liastened  by  sju'cinl  train  to  tbe  scene  of  disturbance. 
They,  however,  found  all  quiet  and  returne«l  at  2  o'clock  .V.M.     Tuesday  morn- 
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ing  came  Sheriff  Rice  from  Springfield,  witli  a  Catholic  priest,  who  guarantee*! 
that  tlierc  should  be  no  trouble  that  day  or  the  next  night.  Wednesday,  bright 
and  early,  Slieriff  Hire  returne«l  witli  a  posse  an«l  made  three  arrests.  In  the 
afternoon  Sheriff  Wright  look  another  man  at  the  depot.  Thursday  raoming  the 
six  men  were  examined  before  Justices  Briilgman  and  Hooker  at  Springfiehl, 
and  Thomas  Long,  Michael  Brown,  and  James  Connolly  discharged,  while  James 
Faherty,  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  and  Jeremiah  Bresson  were  held  in  $G0  each  to 
api)ear  before  the  grand  jury.  After  jwacc  had  been  thus  established  the 
Springfield  papers  came  near  reawakening  tlie  sounds  of  strife  on  the  banks  <if 
the  CoiHiecticut  by  innuendoes  and  sly  allusions  to  a  military  company  which 
went  9  or  10  miles  at  midnight  to  quell  a  riot  without  taking  any  fiints  for  its 
guns. 

Meantime  the  process  of  railroad  consolidatiou  had  gone  on,  and 
by  1855  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Westin*n,  the 
Albany,  the  Hudson,  and  the  Boston  companies  to  unite,  under  the 
corporate  name  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  and  business  was 
sucli  tliat  each  year  large  sections  of  the  road  was  being  double- 
tracked.  The  controversy  attending  the  freight  appc )rlionnient  between 
the  AVestern  and  the  AVorcesU^r  roads  do<'s  not  properly  concern  us 
here,  but  this  angry  contest  delayed  the  consolidation  for  nearly 
ten  years. 

In  April,  l'S52,  Kossuth  visited  Springfield,  coming  directly  from 
New  York.  There  were  quite  five  thousand  people  present  at  the 
depot  to  welcome  him,  and  tlie  constables  hud  nuich  trouble  in  clear- 
ing a  way  for  his  passage  to  tlie  Massasoit  Hotel,  at  the  balcony  of 
whi(*h  the  distinguished  Hungarian  presently  appeared  and  made  a 
short  speech.  On  the  day  following  a  public  reception  was  held  in 
Dr.  ()sgoo<rs  church.  His  name  thus  appears  in  the  registry-book 
at  the  Massasoit,  —  ''  L.  Kossuth  and  Lady,"  and  under  the  colunm 
of  residence  he  wrote  '"  Nowhere"  ;  then  followed  the  names  of  his 
suite  —  "P.  Hajnik,  Homeless  ;  Capt.  (ieorge  Orechenek,  Homeless  ; 
Therese  Pulszky,  Homeless  ;  Francis  Pulszky  and  servant.  Homeless  ; 
W.  T.  Coggeshall,  Homeless." 

(ieorge  Merriam    an<l    two  inembtTs  of    his  family  gave  Kossuth 
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substautial  aid.  The  patriot's  address  at  the  old  First  Church  was 
elalx)rate  and  elo<iueiit.  It  was  his  first  siglitof  Massachusetts,  and 
his  tongue  was  loosened  :  "  AVith  you,  citizens  of  Massachusetts,"  he 
exclaimed,  ''  the  love  of  liberty  is  more  than  affection  —  it  is  prin- 
ciple," and  he  added  :  — 

One  of  my  cuuipaiiioiii}  8topi>e<l  here  in  New  Kngland,  in  the  house  of  a 
workingman,  who  lahors  hard  at  the  wages  of  82  a  (hiy,  and  he  found  in  the 
moilest  but  neat  and  comfortable  Iiouse  besides  the  ))ibk*  and  newspapers,  a  trans- 
lation of  some  Roman  classics,  Hentham  and  Patrick's  liistory  of  the  United 
Stales.  Now,  gentlemen,  where  the  workingmen  draw  spiritual  life  from  divine 
revelation  by  private  judgment  and  converse  daily  with  Roman  classics — those 
ever-fresh  sources  of  generous  sentiment — and  are  familiar  with  Beuthani's  An- 
alysis of  Diet,  philosophical  utilitarianism,  and  draw  daily  inspiration  of  philan- 
throphy  and  of  their  country's  history,  there  I  easily  can  understand  how  the 
heart  of  man  remains  generous  in  common  national  prosperity  and  wraps  itself 
not  up  m  tlie  selfislinesss  of  undeserved  happiness. 

Rev.  Francis  Tiffany,  of  Baltimore,  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the 
Unitarian  church,  in  DecendKn*,  18.j2,  Dr.  G.  AV.  Burnap,  of  Haiti- 
more,  Md.,  preaching  the  sermon.  The  Hampden  Savings  Bank  was 
organized  at  this  time.  • 

The  Springfield  City  (iuard,  in  LS.'i-i,  elected  these  officers  :  Cap- 
tain, John  B.  Wvman  ;  first  lieutenant,  Timothv  D.  Pel  ton  :  second 
lieutenant,  Joseph  C.  Pvnchon :  third  lieutenant,  James  Kirkham; 
fourth  lieutenant,  Burton  M.  Ford.  In  the  autumn  of  18o2  Richard 
AValkley,  Jr.,  was  tried  for  the  nmrder  of  his  father,  Augustus  L. 
Soule  and  William  G.  Bates  defendinjx  him,  and  District  Attoniev 
Sunnier  was  assisted  bv  Attornev-Cicneral  Clifford.  He  was  cod- 
victed. 

The  legislative  committee  reported  favorably  in  April  (1^53)  a 
bill  chartering  a  branch  of  the  Canal  Bailroad,  to  l)e  c*alled  the 
Springfiehl  &  Farmington  Valle}-  Bailroad.  This  was  secured  after 
a  long  contest  which  had  entered  into  most  of  the  local  elections  in 
this  region  for  some  time.     The  Senate,  however,  killed  the  measure. 
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through    the    Westfielcl    influence.      The    road  was    incor|K)rated  in 

R.  A.  C'liapnian  and  Charles  Stearns  were  once  more  pitted  against 
eacli  other  in  1853  over  the  amiory  superintt»ndeney  matter,  tlie  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unit4»d  States  having  appointed  a  conunission  of  military 
men  and  citizens  to  investigate  tlie  merits  of  botli  systems.  After  many 
weeks  of  labor  tlie  commission  was  suddenly  called  to  Wasliington,  and 
a  rei)ort  of  the  Secretary  of  War  showed  that  the  government  was  de- 
t<»rmined  to  stand  by  military  superintendents.  Abijah  W.  Chapin,  son 
of  Col.  Harvey  Cliapiu,  was  made  postmaster  in  1H')3.  Tlie  Pynchoii 
Hank  was  organized  this  year.  The  Springfield  Society  of  the  New 
Jerusalem  (Swedenlx)rgian)  was  organized.  In  the  spring  the  ^*  Con- 
necticut Farmer  and  Mechanic  "  was  started,  and  also  tlie  ''  Chic- 
opee  Weekly  Journal.*'  In  18r)4  the  Springfield  Five  Cents  Savings 
Hank  was  organized. 

The  State  temperance  convention  met  in  Hampden  Hall  June, 
iMo.i,  and  was  presided  over  by  Dr.  Edward  Hitchcock,  of  Amherst 
College.  This  convention,  while  it  believed  in  moral  suasion,  had 
still  greater  faith  in  the  **  necessity  of  legal  action."  The  municipal 
elections  of  December,  IH'),*},  atthe  close  of  Caleb  Kice's  second  term  of 
office  generated  into  party  strife.  The  dream  of  non-partisan  contt^sts 
was  indeed  too  good.  A  workingmen's  caucus  was  called  to  nomi- 
nate a  niavor,  and  Philos  H.  Tvler  was  nominated.  The  democratic 
<;au(Mis,  a  few  days  later,  made  the  same  nomination.  The  whigs 
then  nominated  Col.  James  M.  Thompson.  Persons  dissatisfied  with 
these  nominations  met  in  the  police  court-room,  but  it  was  claimed 
that  they  were  outvoted  by  nia(;liine-sliop  workmen,  and  Tyler  was 
nominated.  The  animus  of  this  charge,  whether  true  or  false,  lay  in 
the  fact  that  Tyler  was  president  of  the  American  Machine  Works. 
Many  prominent  citizens,  free-soilers  and  temperance  whigs,  turned  to 
Caleb  Rice,  and  he  w:is  put  up  again.  Some  independent  working- 
men  set  up  a  ticket  with  Charles  Stearns  at  the  head,  and  the  bolting 
democrats  nominatvd  E.  D.   Heach.     The  i)oIling   sto<Ml  as  follows : 
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Total  vote,  1,7»).*> ;  iu*ct»ssary  for  a  choice,  887  :  James  M.  Thom[>son, 
whig,  ."ilO;  Philos  B.  TvUt,  democrat,  707;  Caleb  Rice,  citizena* 
union,  .*U8  ;  Charles  Stearns,  independent  workingmen's,  109  ;  E.  D. 
lieach,  bolting  democrat,  (58  ;  scattering,  21  ;  no  choice.  Kliphalet 
Trask  was  the  only  wliig  alderman  elected,  and  Roderick  Lombard 
the  only  democrat.  The  second  election  was  also  futile,  Tyler  lead- 
ing with  80(>  votes,  and  Thompson  and  Rice  holding  the  majority  from 
him.  On  the  l>th  of  January,  18')4,  however,  the  democrats  carried 
their  point,  and  Philos  B.  Tyler  was  elected  over  the  Kliphalet  Trask 
citizens'  ticket. 

Dr.  Osirood  retired  after  a  niinistrv  of  fortv-five  vears,  and  was 
sucHM'eded  ])v  Rev.  llenrv  M.  Parsons,  of  East  Haddem,  who  had 
been  brought  up  a  Presbyterian.  He  had  just  graduate<:l  fi'oni  the 
Connecticut  Theological  Institute,  and  came  to  Springfield  thix>ugh  the 
encouragement  of  his  relative,  Aaron  (^olton,  and  walked  into  the 
First  Church  pulpit  over  the  aspirations  of  no  less  than  seventy-four 
candidaU's,  vounic  and  old.  The  retirement  of  Dr.  Osgooil  should 
not  pass  without  another  tribute  to  his  stalwart  character.  A  glance 
throuirh  the  earlv  records  shows  that  Dr.  Osirooil  (he  was  made  doc- 
tor  of  divinity  by  Princeton  in  1827)  was  esjH^cially  active  in  the 
cause  of  temperance,  C(>operatiug  with  Reuben  A.  Chapman  and 
others  in  beating  back  the  fearful  habits  of  rum-drinking,  so  common 
at  that  time.  lie  was  for  manv  vears  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
and  he  was  also  an  important  factor  in  formulating  the  anti-slaverv 
sentiment  of  this  valley.  He  first  joined  the  Colonization  Society,  and 
opened  his  church  for  its  meetings,  and  as  this  did  not  meet  with  sat- 
isfactory results,  he  came  out  as  an  anti-slaverv  man,  but  not  as  an 
extreme  abolitionist.  If  the  duties  of  his  profession  had  not  pre- 
vented. Dr.  Osgood  would  have  had  a  prominent  place  among  the 
anti-slavery  leaders  of  the  Republic.  His  eloquence  was  undoubted, 
he  was  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and  he  had  uuiny  of  the  minor  quali- 
fications of  an  etfective  speaker,  —  ready  wit,  graphic  descriptive 
powers,  and  a  deep  knowledge  of  huuuin  nature. 
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Sprinpjtield  wiis  e<>ini)letely  taken  a])ack  ]>y  tlie  action  of  Congress, 
ill  the  summer  of  18.')4,  which  decreed  that  civil  siipcrintendentH 
sliould  ])e  api>oiuted  at  Springtiehl  and  Harper's  Ferry.  After  so 
long  a  dispute  the  h)cal  heart  of  anti-militarianism  palpitated  witli 
deliglit.  Among  tlie  names  mentioned  for  the  Springfield  ap|)oint- 
meiit  were  Mayor  Tyler,  Otis  A.  Seamans,  and  John  Chase,  of 
Chicopee.  Master  Armorer  K.  S.  AUin  was  placed  temiM>rarily  in 
charge  of  the  armory  (August,  ISo-l)  after  the  removal  of  Colonel 
Ripley  by  Jefferson  Davis,  Secretary  of  War.  When  ( ieneral  Whitney 
liad  received  the  appointment,  a  rousing  civilians'  jubilee  was  planned. 
It  was  the  beginning  of  November.  A  procession  wjis  formed  at  the 
Pvnchon-street  Church  by  City  Marshal  Chun^hill.  In  line  consi)ic- 
uously  placed  were  the  aged  armorers  who  had  been  discharged,  as 
well  as  three  revolutionary  veterans,  —  Heuben  Hurt,  age  niuety- 
tliree ;  John  S.  Kdwards,  age  ninety,  and  Jonathan  Smith,  of 
Chicopee,  age  ninety-thr(?e.  Tlie  procession  brought  up  at  Hamp- 
den Hall,  where  a  bantpiet  was  spread.  ^Ir.  Tyler  sat  at  the  head 
of  the  table,  and  nnumg  the  vice-presidents  were  Stephen  C.  Bemis, 
Charles  Stearns,  S.  R.  W,  Lewis,  Seth  B.  Bliss,  John  C.  Stebbins, 
Dr.  J.  Hooker,  (i.  W.  Harrison,  and  Lewis  Foster.  Tlje  toastmaster 
was  (irove  II.  I^oomis,  of  the  lioston  Custom-house,  and  among  the 
speakers  were  ex-(iovernor  Steele,  of  New  Hampshin*  ;  ex-Aldennan 
Whiting,  of  Boston  ;  Superintendent  Whitney,  Dr.  Osgood,  Charles 
Stearns,  who  might  have  been  called  "•  The  Happy."  He,  by  the 
way,  secured  from  Congress,  in  18r>(),  his  long-souglit  hidemnity  for 
losses  resulting  from  **  the  riot."  In  the  evening  the  rejoicings  were 
renewed  in  the  City  H:dl.  The  ladies  of  Springfield  gave  Mr. 
Stearns  a  silver  pitcher,  and  the  civilians'  jubilee  closed  with  speech- 
making  and  general  felicitations.  The  next  week  Mr.  Stearns' 
friends  i)ut  him  up  for  Congress,  and  he  accepted  it  on  the  armory 
issue. 

In  the  fall  r)f  IS.")-!  came   the   Know-nothing  whirlwind.      Kliphalet 
Trask  was  put  up  by  the  Know-nothings  for  Mayor,  and  was  over- 
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n-hftiiiiiigly  I'lectcd.  Mr.  Trask  had  been  alderman  every  year  since 
the  eity  »tflrte<l,  and  bin  intiinutf  knowledgi'  of  local  affairs  eminenlly 
fitted  iiiiii  for  the  ]X)sition.  Tlie  aldennin  eleeted  with  him  were  Jani^ 
M.  Wnnehnvd,  W.  C.  Stiirtevant,  David  Smith. 
Daniel  liuynoKls,  William  E.  Moatague,  Hcnir 
AtlaiiiH.  .l-iuies  1'.  Chapman,  and  Har\-ey  Foster. 
The  liieal  democrats  organized 
iu  August,  IK.Vi,  for  the  CAnijiaigii 
by  Minxiinting  a  city  eoininittee. 
with  William  Patton,  chaimiau. 
Ansel  PhcIijK.  Jr.. 
aniionuee^l  himself 
a  convert  to  the 
administration. 

The  city  .ipjiiu- 
priatioHs  for  l^-'i-) 
were  about  g6.'>,(MHi. 
uiid  the  debt  aI>out 
8100,01111,  maiulT 
due  to  the  new  City 
Ilall account.  Spring- 
fieid  had  now  reached 
13,780  in  [xtpulntion. 
Ansel  I'helj>s  had 
announced  his  poli- 
tical conversion  in 
the    nick     of     time. 

C.TV  Mai  l  Towek  /,sn  Ciukch  Si-ihi>  ^^^     democrats      put 

him    up    for    mayor 

ami  i-lefte<l  him  in  I)cccmbL-r,  l^.J.'i,  with  a  vote  of  HS4,  the  Know- 
tii)thiiigs  luring  completely  routed.  J[r.  Trask  received  Cti,i  votes, 
and  (ieorgv  Itliss  -20:>.  The  aldennen  were  Sauuiel  S.  Day,  Honrj 
KuUer,  .Ir..  Kdmuud  Frei-man,  Stephen  C.  IleniU.  Thomas  II.  Alleu, 
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Henry  Alexandi*r,  Jr.,  IltMiry  Reynolds,  and  Samuel  \Vebl>er.  All 
of  these  were  democrats  but  Mr.  Wehl.)er,  who  belonged  to  the 
American  party. 

The  new  City  Hall  was  dedicated  .Ian.  1,  1855.  The  architect  was 
Leopold  Eidlitz,  of  New  York ;  Baker  &  Orayes,  masonry  contrac- 
tors. Chauncoy  Shepard  did  the  caq)enter  and  joiner  work,  and 
Almon  Parker  built  the  foundations.  The  corner-stone  had  been  laid 
June  4,  1854,  by  Mayor  Tyler  and  by  Mayor  Kice ;  Judge  ().  IJ. 
Morris  delivered  an  address.  Mayor  Trask,  who  had  been  a  member 
of  the  building  committee,  had  ent^rgetically  i)ushed  the  work  for- 
ward, but  it  was  found  that  the  city  had  a  8100,000  building  rather 
than  a  S40,000  structure,  as  first  planned.  On  the  deilication  night, 
with  a  hull  oyer- warmed  through  the  zealous  concern  of  the  janitor, 
^Ir.  Trask  and  Mr.  Rice,  and  Dr.  Osgood  and  Dr.  Holland,  and 
members  of  the  city  goyerement,  all  on  the  platform,  proceeded  with 
the  programme. 

Dr.  Holland,  the  historian-orator  of  the  occasion,  was  introduced 
by  Mayor  Trask,  and  aft<*r  the  dignified  hour  had  passed  there  was 
dancing  until  a  late  hour,  while  in  the  basement-rooms  refresh- 
ments were  seryed.  The  City  Hall  was  considered  an  architectural 
trium|)h  in  its  day,  and  the  tower  was  a  fit  companion  to  the 
First  (hun^h  spire,  both  of  which  are  destined  to  stand  for  some 
time. 

The  new  city  goyernment  was  organized  with  no  incident  of  note, 
except  it  was  a  little  struggle  for  the  presidency  of  the  t»ommou 
council,  which  fell  to  James  Kirkham,  who  receiyed  the  yotes  of  all 
the  democrats,  and  of  Dr.  Nathan  Adams,  a  hunker  whig,  thus 
beating  (ieorge  Walker,  republican. 

I*eopUM>n  the  Hill  and  at  the  Watershops  and  Indian  Orchard 
wanted  to  separate  and  form  the  town  of  Delano,  in  1H5() ;  E.  A. 
Fuller  circulated  a  petition  to  that  end,  and  public  meetings  were  held 
at  (iunn\s  Hall,  on  the  Hill.  A  committee  (Otis  A.  Seamans,  Joseph 
Lombard,   Nathaniel  Cat^,   Lyman  Wolcott,  and  John  Brooks)  was 
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even  ap|K)iiited  to  carry  on  the  a^tation.  The  special  grievance  was 
the  heavy  taxes. 

After  the  exciting  Fremont  campaign  in  185G  the  local  leaders 
antieipateil  an  easy  tune  in  electing  their  candidate,  N.  A.  Leonard. 
mayor  of  Springfield:  but  Ansel  Phelps,  Jr.,  had  made  a  good 
mayor,  and  he  was  electeil  to  a  S4»cond  term.  Charles  O-  Chapin 
that  year  came  very  near  beating  Jos«»ph  Ingraham  for  city  clerk. 
The  ahlermen  were  reelected  except  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
wards,  where  Joseph  Ilannis.  James  Warner,  and  Henry  Pomeroy. 
«lemocrats,  were  victorious.  The  common  council  organized  with 
(ieorge  Walker  as  presiileut  and  Charles  O.  Chapin  eleiit.  Mr. 
Phel|>s  was  reelecteil  mayor  in  December,  l^<57,  George  Bliss,  the 
republican  candidate,  not  l»eiug  able  to  take  a  popular  position  <m 
the  subject  of  free  rum.  The  venerable  William  H.  Calhoau  was 
placed  in  the  mayor*s  chair  in  I8.'»li,  an  honor  to  which  his  ilistin- 
sruislied  Services   had  eutitltnl   him. 

The  (itv  Libnirv  Asso<:*iation  was  formed  in  \^'u.  The  libraries 
of  the  Young  Men's  Literary  Ass<H'iatiou  and  of  the  Young  Men's 
Institute  formed  the  foundation  of  the  City  Libnirv.  This  library  is 
interestiuir  to  >tudeuts  of  municipal  government  from  the  fact  that  it 
is  reallv  an  iudepemlent  asso<-iation,  recoffuizetl  by  the  city,  which 
makes  annual  appropriations,  and  at  the  same  time  receives  gifts  and 
l>equests  from  private  pei*s43us.  The  exj^eriment  is  a  perfect  success 
in  this  reirapl.  Kev.  William  Rice  was  the  first,  and  thus  far  has 
l>een  the  only,  librarian.  lie  combines  the  rare  qualifications  of 
wide  reading,  go04.l  executive  ability,  and  perfect  devotion  to  the  in- 
stitution. The  Sprinirfiehl  Public  LiV»rarv,  in  fact,  will  l>e  his 
monument. 

The  western  Massachusetts  editors  organized  themselves  into  an 
association  alnMit  \f*>')^n  and  their  annual  dinners  were  oc*casions  of 
cordiality  and  <rood  cheer  and  wit.  The  dinner  of  18.')6  was  held  at 
Worcester,  and  Samuel  liowles  was  made  president.  Tbey  called 
themselves  •*  Editors  and  lYinters'  Association." 
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The  American  Institute  of  Instruction  held  its  annual  session  for 
18r)C  at  Springfield  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  presided  over  by 
John  Kingsbury,  of  Providence,  R.I.  William  B.  Calhoun  was  its 
first  president.  The  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  met  in  the  City  Hall  the  first  week  in  August,  18^)1),  Prof. 
Stephen  Alexander,  of  Princeton,  president.  Mayor  Calhoun  wel- 
comed the  learned  ]>ody  in  an  address,  and  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent scientist!*  of  the  country  took  part  in  the  deliberations. 

Rev.  Mark  Trafton  left  the  Pvnchon-strcet* Methodist  Church  in 
18.>1).  He  had  been  a  candidate  for  Congress  on  the  American 
ticket. 

Tlie  militia  of  the  five  western  counties  of  Massachusetts  encami)ed 
at  Hampden  i)ark  in  Septt»mber,  18r>8,  some  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred strong.  Among  the  Springfield  officers  may  be  noticed  Col. 
Horace  C.  Lee,  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment ;  Aid-de-camp  William  L. 
Smith,  Lieut. -Col.  Charles  L.  Shaw,  Adj.  A.  S.  Haven,  Quarter- 
master A.  P.  Galpin,  Paymaster  S.  D.  Bowers,  Surgeon  W.  (t. 
Breck,  Surgeon  (mate)  George  O.  Otis,  Sergt.-Maj.  P.  A.  Rockwell, 
Capt.  J olm  Taylor  (Co.  B),  and  Capt.  C.  A.  Baxter  (Home  Guards). 

A  national  horse  exhibition  was  held  in  Springfield  October,  iH'>.*L 
The  fii-st  proi)osition  came  from  (George  W.  Atwater  to  the  Hampden 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  a  committee  headed  by  William 
Pynclion  took  the  matt^jr  in  hand.  George  Bliss  was  finally  made 
presi<l(;nt  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  Chester  W.  Chapin  heacU»d 
the  general  committee.  Through  the  influence  of  Mai>ihall  1*.  Wilder, 
President  of  the  l.'nited  States  Agricultural  Society,  that  organiza- 
tion was  enlisted  in  the  enterprise.  Colonel  Ripley  gave  the  use  of 
the  ground  east  of  the  armory.  A  tight  board  fence,  ten  feet  high, 
enclosed  the  entire  gi'ounds  at  that  time.  A  grand  stand  with  four 
tliousand  seats  was  built  on  the  west  side,  while  a  banquet-tent  and 
l)0()ths  and  lunch-stalls  addt?d  to  the  impressiveness  of  the  occa- 
sion. October  11),  20,  and  21  were  red-letter  days  in  these  parts. 
Over  half-a-dozen  governors   and  five  times  as  manv  distinsruLshed 
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men,  and  four  hiin<lreil  and  seventy-five  (listiujniishe<l   horses  graced 
this  occasion. 

llanip<len  park  Wiis  inaugurated  with  iiniK)sing  ceremonies  in  Oeto- 
btT,  \H7u.  The  procession  includeil  all  the  military',  tire,  and  civic 
organizations  of  the  city.  Col.  Solomon  Warriner  directed  the 
choristei-s  in  sinjriujj:  Dr.  Holland's  hvinn  — 

Thtm  who  ilMst  l>U*>s  the  gsinlon  land. 

George  Bliss,  Henry  Wanl  Heecher,  and  Mayor  Phelps  made 
addresses.  .lames  K.  Lombanl,  teacher,  wrote  a  hvmn  which  was  sung 
uix)n  this  notable  occasion.  The  park,  it  may  Ik»  stated,  wiis  a  part 
of  the  ancient  '•  three-corner  mea<low ''  iKJundtnl  hv  the  river,  the 
End  brcHik  and  the  upland.  It  include<l  the  forty  acres  originally 
asNiirni'd  to  William  I'vnchon,  .lelui  Burr,  and  Ilenrv  Smith  for  their 
extra  charges*  in  allotting  the  settlement  of  Springfield  plantation. 
(ieneral  Amherst's  army  encamped  there  for  a  week,  <liiring  the 
French  war,  while  going  to  Canada. 

Daniel  Lombard  died  in  Mav,  l^<.'>^)  at  the  age  of  ninetv-two.  Mr. 
Lombard  wa>  thirtv-six  vearsold  when  Colonel  Worthington  dieil,  and 
thus  he  was  ac<juainted  with  the  revolutionary  generation.  He  was 
a  soldier  on  the  right  side  in  the  Shays's  relK^lion,  and  we  have  seen 
that  he  was  postmaster,  merchant,  ancl  a  man  of  wealth.  When 
Daniel  Lombard  was  taken  away,  the  people  of  Springfield  thought, 
indeed,  that  the  age  of  *7r>  had  pas?^ed  into  history. 

The  general  financial  distress  had  its  effect  uiK)n  Springfield. 
Several  failures  had  taken  place.  The  deiM)sits  in  the  Sprin^rfield 
banks,  in  January,  l>^r)t*>,  were  :  Agawam,  .?><♦», l.s'j  ;  Chicopee,  S'J0,17?< ; 
John  Hancock,  817,932;  Tynchon,  Sol. 29.'):  Springfield,  S;^8,437: 
Western,  820, (H»7.  In  the  dismal  winter  of  l.s;)7  provisions  were 
unusually  high.  The  factory  had  ])een  develoi)ed  at  the  exjiense  of 
the  farm.  Provisions  were  coming  in  from  the  West,  and  the  Connec- 
ticut vaUey  was  not  feeding  itself.     The  city  de]>t  was,  in  1857,  up  to 
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?1 2:5, 000,  aud  the  taxes  high.  There  was  a  deal  of  grumbliDg  about 
tlie  way  things  were  going.  \\y  November  the  depression  in  niami- 
faeturing  in  iSpringtieUl  was  very  marked.  Over  one  thousand 
mechanics  were  dischai'ged  between  September  and  November.  The 
railroads  discliarged  many  men.  Hemis  &  Co.  (locomotive  works), 
Wason  *&  Co.,  and  th(»  American  Msichine  Works  on  the  Hill  dis- 
<*harged  over  half  their  men.  The  armory,  however,  maintained  a  pay- 
Toll  of  over  820,000  monthly  in  gold.  A  numlnir  of  miscellaneous 
companies  hke  liailey,  Triusk,  &  Co.  (sash  and  blinds)  ;  James  B. 
Rumrill  *fe  Co.  (gold  cliain  factory.  Maple  street),  Harris  &  Colton 
(planing  mill),  had  shut  down.  The  height  of  the  panic  was  reached 
by  October,  it  was  thought.  By  November  the  Western  Bank's 
notes  were  discredittMl,  and  were  bought  in  Boston  at  twenty  cents  on 
a  dollar.  In  December  the  West4*rn  had  S;i37,5l)i  loans  and  dis- 
counts, less  than  §<),000  in  specie,  and  less  than  ^,000  dei)Osits. 
Things  rapidly  grew  worse,  and  in  January,  1858,  Judge  Mernck,  of 
Boston,  grantt»d  an  order  suspending  the  bank.  The  depression  was 
only  temporary,  however.  The  Wason  Car  Company  had  success- 
fully appealed  to  Kgypt  for  ordei*s.  In  18')"  Horace  Smith,  of  the 
tirm  of  Smith  <&  Collins,  fonned  a  partnerehip  with  D.  B.  Wesson,  of 
New  Haven,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  pistols  in  W.  L.  Wilcox's 
Imihling  on  Market  street.  Shops  and  factories  were  soon  running 
again,  and  confidence  was  restored. 

In  the  broad  field  of  iM)litics  Springfield  had  not  been  a  mere 
spectator.  During  the  Scott  campaign  of  1852  the  whigs  wanted  to 
t<»  |)ut  up  (Jeorge  Ashmun  for  governor,  but  he  declined  iK)sitively. 
(leorge  Dwight  was  running  with  Vj,  B.  Oillett,  of  Westfield,  as  the 
whig  senator  for  Hampden,  in  18.")2.  Mr.  Dwight  had  voted  against 
tlie  Maine  law,  but  had  concluded  to  opj)ose  its  re|>eal,  Jis  it  was 
<lesirable  that  it  should  be  fairlv  tested.  He  so  declare<l,  and  was 
elected  on  that  issue,  (reorge  lUiss  was  miule  SjH*aker  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  I8r):».  Mr.  Bliss  presented,  in  January,  185.S,  the  names  of 
(leorge   Ashmun  for  the  i)Osition  of   L'nitt»d    States  Senator  at  the 
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whig  logisliitivo  caucus,  and  Aslimun  receiveil  fifty-four  votes,  but 
Fxlwanl  Everett's  ninety-cijrlit  was  a  majority  over  all  the  oppoeiitioD 
C4iudi(lat«s.  Much  was  said  at  the  time  al)out  the  pious  d€?sire  of 
Beujamin  F.  Butler,  during  the  secret  ballot  debate  in  18o:5,  lo 
*' knife"  (ieorge  Bliss.  The  |)Osition  was  briefly  this:  The  whig 
majority  desinnl  to  repeal  the  secret  ballot  law,  which  attempt  the 
anti-whigs  oi)|>oscd  on  general  principles,  and  also  because  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates  to  the  constitutional  convention  was  about  to  take 
place.  The  House,  on  the  ll>th  of  February,  held  an  exciting  session 
which  was  protracti'd  late  into  the  evening,  the  majority  being  beut 
uiH)n  i)assing  the  bill  at  once,  and  the  opix)sitiou  filibustering  for 
delay.  Tht?  repeated  rulings  of  the  SiK^aker  declaring  dilatory 
motions  out  of  order  was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Butler's  knifing  desiiv. 
When  the  circnimstance  was  subsequently  i)rinted,  an  explanation  was 
publishe<l  to  the  effect  that  Butler  simply  meant  that  he  should 
*' like  to  put  the  knife  to  the  rulings  of  the  SiK»aker."  When  the 
roll  had  been  called,  late  on  the  eventful  Februarv  V,).  bv  the  use  of 
the  i)revious  (juestion,  and  the  bill  had  been  passed  and  the  House 
adjourned,  Mr.  Butler  sought  out  Mr.  Bliss  and  said,  *■*•  You  will  W 
sorrv  for  vour  action  this  dav  to  the  longest  dav  vou  live."  The 
Speaker  replied,  •'  1  have  not  many  years  to  live."  "•  Tliank  Cioii 
for  that,"  was  the  excited  rejoinder  of  Butler. 

When  the  State  Constitutional  convention  of  18o3,  of  w*hich  E.  D. 
Beach  was  a  member,  had  long  i)asse(l  into  history,  Henry  Wilson 
said,  with  much  irony,  that  not  one  in  fifty  could  remenil>er  whether 
Beach  was  or  was  not  a  member,  so  insignificant  a  part  did  he  form 
of  its  deliberations.  The  record  does  not  bear  out  the  distinguished 
republican's  sarcasm.  Mr.  lieach  joined  in  the  debate  on  several 
subjects,  and  made  the  motion  to  limit  the  representation  in  the 
Lower  House,  on  which  there  was  a  heated  discussion.  His  associate 
from  Springfield,  Chester  W.  Chai)in,  was  the  silent  member  of  the 
delegation.  The  struggle  over  the  basis  of  representation  culminated 
over  the  i)lan  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  which  was  described  as  a  eoni- 
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promise  between  town  representation  and  the  district  system.  This, 
in  tlie  opinion  of  Mr.  Beach,  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  less  than 
a  third  of  the  people  the  right  to  elect  a  majority  of  the  Representa- 
tives. Mr.  Reach  made  a  motion  that  the  House  should  consist  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty-one  members,  divided  according  to  the  number 
of  **  legal  voters,"  and  in  his  speech  he  said,  "  What  is  the  proposition 
proposed  to  be  submitted  to  the  people?  Not  the  surrender  of  a  mere 
privilege,  but  of  a  great  political  right.  To  abrogate,  not  in  terms, 
but  in  fact,  the  ninth  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which  declares  that 
all  tlie  inhabitants  of  tliis  Commonwealth  have  an  equal  right  to  elect 
otlicers  and  to  be  elected  to  public  employments.  Do  you  think,  sir, 
tlie  people  of  Massachusetts  are  prepared  to  abolish  from  the  Bill  of 
Riglits  this  article,  and  to  surrender  the  great  political  right  of  elect- 
ing and  being  elected  ?  If  they  are  just  and  true  to  themselves,  they 
will  not.  I  go  farther,  sir,  1  maintain  that  we  have  no  right,  moral 
or  i)olitical,  to  make  tliis  surrender  for  ourselves,  —  much  less  for  our 
children  and  their  posU»rity.  1  am  aware  that  gentlemen  have  again 
and  again  declared  on  this  floor  that  political  inequality  is  not  injustice, 
is  not  anti-republican,  is  not  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Declaration 
of  Jnde])endence  and  our  Bill  of  Rights.  If  it  be  so,  then,  sir,  I  have 
learned  my  moral  and  political  creed  to  no  purpose.'* 

The  local  free-soilers  suppoited  Henry  Wilson  for  governor  in  the 
fall  of  IS'i-i.  At  a  free-soil  rally  in  Hiunpden  Hall,  during  that 
cumi)aign,  John  ^lills  was  on  the  list  of  vice-presidents,  and  Judge 
O.  B.  Morris  made  an  address.  He  had  attended  the  Worcester  con- 
vention in  the  hope  that  whigs  and  free-soilers  would  unite  in  check- 
ing the  power  of  the  slaveholders  of  the  South.  But  this  union  had 
not  taken  place,  and  the  judge  concluded  not  to  turn  back.  The 
candidates  for  governor  that  year  were  Emory  Washburn,  whig ; 
Henry  Wilson,  free-soil,  or  republican  ;  Henry  W.  Bishop,  demo- 
crat;  and  Henry  J.  Gardner,  know-nothing.  Spnngfield  had  its 
place  upon  these  tickets.  Stephen  C.  Bemis  was  democratic  candi- 
date  for  Congress,  and   James    M.  Blanchard,   whig,   was   on  the 
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know-nothing  ticket  for  Congress.  He  deeline<l,  and  the  name  of 
Henry  Morris  was  snbstitnt^,  beating  Pxlward  Dickinson,  of  Amherst. 
whig ;  Stephen  C.  Bemis,  democrat ;  and  Charles  Stearns.  l>v  a  large 
majority.  Mr.  Stearns  polled  five  votes.  Hnt  Steams  was  consoled 
in  the  following  January  when  he  received  eight  votes  for  Unit^ 
States  Senator  against  Henry  Wilson. 

The  ministers  of  Ham|Mlen  county  held  a  meeting  in  Sprin^rlield.  in 
March,  18.'>4,  presided  over  by  Dr.  Osgood,  to  protest  against  the 
Nebraska  bill,  and  a  ix>litical  gathenng  followed  at  Boston,  in  August. 
1 «.').'),  to  secure  a  union  of  the  anti-Nebraska  and  anti-administratiou 
elements.  Samuel  Bowles  headed  the  committee  to  draw  up  resolu- 
tions, which  expressed  alarm  at  the  encroachments  of  slavery.  Both 
Mr.  Bowles  and  ( reorge  Bliss  were  on  the  committee  to  issue  a  call 
for  a  convention. 

The  extent  of  the  movement  may  be  judged  from  the  names  upon 
the  address  to  the  jx^ople,  which  included  Samuel  Hoar,  H.  L.  Dawes, 
Charles  P>ancis  Adams,  George  Bliss,  and  Samuel  Bowles.  Congress- 
man IIenr\'  Morris  also  came  out  for  the  new  party.  The  date  of  thf 
convention  was  September  20,  and  Worcester  was  the  place  dt*eided 
upon.  Morris,  by  the  way,  did  not  take  his  seat  in  Congress,  on 
account  of  a  judicial  appointment. 

Mayor  Trask  headed  the  delegation  from  Springfield  to  Worcester. 
He  figured  as  a  vice-president,  Mr.  Hixon  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  credentials,  George  Bliss  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
resolutions  and  future  organization,  and  Charles  R.  Ladd  as  a  member 
of  the  State  committee.  When  ((iardner  know-nothing)  led  the 
informal  ballot,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  know-nothings  iu  Spring- 
field which  seemed  to  imply  that  if  Gardner  was  not  nominated  the 
know-nothings  would  bolt,  and  this,  with  the  uneasiness  of  some  who 
were  not  enemies  of  K.  D.  Beach,  the  democratic  nominee  for  srov- 
ernor,  i)roduced  a  change  of  sentiment,  and  so  Julius  Rockwell  was 
promptly  nominated.  The  straight  whigs  put  up  Samuel  H.  Wallev, 
of    Koxbury,  and   the  American   party  Mr.  Gardner.       Reuben  A. 
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Chapniau  was  Secretary  of  State  on  the  Walley  ticket.  It  was  a 
famous  campaign,  when  men  agreed  upon  denouncing  the  ethics  of 
shivery,  and  ditYered  to  the  core  upon  public  ix)licy.  The  sentiment 
that  dominated  the  new  movement  is  reflected  in  these  lines  of  J.  G. 
Holland  :  — 

(nxl  give  U8  nuMi !     A  tiiiu*  like  this  (leiiiniids 

Strong  niindH,  great  hearts,  true  faitli  and  ready  hands ;  — 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  power  does  not  kill; 

Men  wliom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy  ; 

Men  who  possess  opinion  and  a  will ; 

Men  who  liave  honor;  men  who  will  not  he; 

Men  who  can  stand  before  a  demagogue 

And  damn  his  treacherous  flatteries  without  winking,  — 

Tall  men,  sun  crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog 

In  public  duty  and  private  thinking; 

For  while  the  rabble  with  their  thumbworn  creeds, 

Their  large  professions  and  their  little  deeds. 

Mingle  in  selfish  strife,  lol  Freedom  weeps, 

Wrong  rules  the  land  and  waiting  Justice  sleeps  I 

The  democratic  nominee  for  Congress  in  the  tenth  district  was  II. 
II.  Chilson,  of  Northampton,  while  no  less  than  thi'ee  men  were 
running  in  opposition  to  the  administraticm,  —  C.  C.  Chaffee,  of 
Springfield,  American ;  John  W.  Foster,  of  Monson,  republican ; 
and  lulward  Dickinson,  of  Amherst,  straight  whig.  Mr.  Bowles 
addressed  ardent  private  appeals  to  these  gentlemen  to  unite  upon 
one  man.  Colonel  Foster  promptly  agreed  to  withdraw  in  favor  of 
Krastus  Hopkins,  William  Hyde,  or  any  other  competent  man. 
Dr.  Chaflfee  declined  to  follow  this  example,  but  said  he  would  with- 
draw in  favor  of  Alanson  Hawley,  of  Northampton.  Colonel  Foster 
in  turn  declined,  and  the  proix)sal  failed.  Well,  Gardner  was  re- 
elected governor,  and  Dr.  Chaffee  went  to  Congress.  The  Con- 
gi(»ssional  election  was  a  special  one,  owing  to  Henry  Morris's 
resiirnation. 
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Dr.  Chaflfee  soon  offended  his  party  by  supiwrting  Mr.  Banks  for 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  At  a  tenth  district  con- 
vention a  resolution  applauding  Dr.  Chaffee's  course  was  tabled  upon 
the  ground  that  Banks  was  a  ''  black  republican,"  and  an  unfit  man 
for  the  American  party  to  support - 

The  Fremont  campaign  had  opened  with  a  whirl  in  this  {>art  of  the 
State.  In  June,  George  Dwight,  chairman  of  the  citizens*  committee 
of  arrangements,  and  William  S.  Shurtleff,  president  of  the  Young 
Men's  Fremont  Clul),  invited  the  friends  of  ''  Fremont  and  Freedom" 
in  western  Massachusetts  to  gather  at  Springfield,  in  mass  conven- 
tion, on  the  fourth.  A  huge  tent  was  pitched  near  the  railroad  on 
Cliestnut  street.  George  Bliss,  who  presided,  announced  a  recon- 
sideration in  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  vote  against  the 
Free  Stiite  Kansas  bill.  Julius  Rockwell,  Judge  E.  Rockwood  Hoar, 
A.  O.  Brewster,  of  Boston  ;  Congivssman  Stanton,  of  Ohio ;  Senator 
James  Dixon,  of  Connecticut :  and  General  Pomeroy  and  William  J. 
Calhoun,  of  Kansas,  siMike. 

An  American  State  convention  had  o<*cupied  the  City  Hall  on  the 
Tuesday  i)reviou8  with  Tliomas  Colt,  of  Pittsfield,  in  the  chair.  By 
a  large  majority  the  Fremont  ticket  was  applauded  and  sup{)ort 
pledged.  The  minority  lH)lted,  and  then  the  convention  selected  its 
presidential  electoral  ticket,  Mr.  Trask  Iwung  chosen  for  the  tenth 
district. 

Spriugtiehrs  part  in  the  Kansas  struggle  was  not  inconsiderable. 
and  requires  a  word.  In  the  first  places  John  Brown  had  been  in 
business  here,  —  a  member  of  the  wool  firm  of  Perkins  &  Brown,  and 
the  course  of  the  first  victim  of  the  slave  iK)wer  was  watched  with 
substantial  and  prayerful  interest.  Among  the  Springfield  men  who 
went  to  Kansas  was  a  Charles  Steams,  who  settled  at  Lawrence.  His 
theory  was  that  the  doctrine  of  |)eace  would  prevail,  but  after  being 
there  for  a  wliile  he  wrote  to  his  mother  here :  '*  I  have  actuallv 
l)ought  me  a  rifle,  and  shall  fight  if  tlie  crisis  demands  it."  He  de- 
tailed the  figlits   between  the  free-state  men  and  these   ruffians,  and 


SPRINGFIELD.    1636^1886.  503 


added  :  ''In  one  of  these  skirmishes  the  free-state  men  lost  several 
who  were  tiiken  pnsoners  by  the  ruftians,  among  them  John  and 
Jason  Brown,  formerly  of  Springfield,  where  John  Brown,  the  father, 
was  once  in  the  wool  business.  He  is  one  of  the  most  valiant  men 
we  have.  His  other  son,  John,  Jr.,  is  still  a  prisoner  and  insane.  I 
saw  Jason  Brown,  the  son,  released  with  his  father,  last  night,  and 
another  son  several  days  ago.  I  saw  the  chains  which  were  put  upon 
them,  and  bv  which  the  father  was  chained  to  his  insane  son." 

The  American  party,  with  milliard  Fillmore  at  the  head,  was  held 
together  under  stress  of  weather,  but  was  destined  to  break  up,  as 
the  issue  was  reduced  to  slavery.  The  local  Fillmore  club  organized 
with  these  officers  :  President,  Homer  Foot ;  vice-presidents,  James 
D.  Brewer,  D.  H.  Brigham,  Deacon  Clark,  Dr.  John  Hooker,  and 
John  V.  Jones ;  secretaries,  Horace  C.  Lee  and  S.  E.  Church.  It 
might  be  said  that  Mr.  Trask  led  the  Fremont  and  Dr.  Hooker 
the  Fillmore  sections  of  the  party. 

The  position  of  the  Northern  men  in  Congress  was  most  exasperat- 
ing. Mr.  Brooks,  of  Soutli  Carolina,  took  offence  at  a  speech  of 
Burlingame,  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  duel  was  on  the  tapis ;  but, 
tlianks  to  the  firm  hand  of  the  brave  George  Ashmun  upon  the 
slioulder  of  Brooks,  an  affair  of  honor  was  avoided. 

The  Executive,  following  the  policy  of  crippling  the  Unite'd  States 
armories,  had  discharged  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  armorers  in 
Si)nngfield,  leaving  only  the  superintendent,  paymaster,  master  ar- 
morer, a  clerk,  and  seven  watchmen  in  charge  of  the  Federal  arsenal. 
Men  gathered  around  Frank  Sanborn,  who  arrived  from  Kansas  in 
Aiiirust  (and  Kansas  then  was  twenty  days  from  Chicago),  to  hear 
the  particulars  of  tlie  outrages  in  that  unhappy  skirmishing-ground 
just  before  the  great  issue  was  joined,  and  the  slave's  friend  and  the 
slave's  master  tried  conclusions  in  open  war ;  and  as  the  story  of 
the  lM)rder  life,  rutlian,  and  freesoil  emigrant  was  unfolded  on  these 
streets  by  the  new  arrival,  and  men  thought  of  the  pro-slavery  ad- 
ministration, the  empty  armory,  and  a  rampant  dominating  Southern 
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planter  element  in  Congress,  the  teni|HT  of  the  eoniiiiiiiiity  grrew  toft 
wliite  heat. 

We  do  not  know  how  widespresul  wiis  the  local  reseutnieut  of  the 
armorers  at  Dr.  Chatfee,  whose  vote  and  inflneuce,  it  is  claimedi 
miorht  have  savinl  the  appropriation  bill ;  but  an  objectionable  Kanaii 
l)ro vision  ha^l  l>een  attiiehed  as  a  rider,  and,  moreover,  it  should  be  re- 
membere<l  that  Dr.  Chaffee  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House  to  lie 
effect  that  so  nuicli  of  the  armory  bill  providing  for  the  expenses  <tf  tilt 
war  department  pro|XM',  including  arsenals,  armories,  sui^'eys,  mnn- 
ment,  anil  fortifications,  without  reference  to  army  operations,  be 
p:issed.  Hut  objection  was  made  and  leave  was  not  granted;  so 
Congress  adjourned  without  making  the  regular  appropriations. 
extni  session  was  innnediately  called,  the  Kansas  pro\nso  ^ 
down  and  the  supplies  granted.  The  republicans  had  been  defeafeedt 
but  had  put  themselves  on  record.  The  armorers  out  of  work 
have  looked  upon  Dr.  Chaflfee's  action  with  paiilonably  narrow  ii 
tion,  but  as  a  public  act  the  Springfield  Congressman  stood 
lirni  ground.  The  dismal  state  of  alTairs  in  Kansas,  in  the  aatnnmef 
18.")G,  shouM  not  be  forgotten.  '*  I  went  for  the  scalp  of  a 
al)olitionist,  and  1  got  one,"  said  a  Ijeavenworth  ruffian,  after 
dering  Mr.  llopps,  brother-in-law  of  Kev.  Ephraim  Nute,  wbo 
the  full  particulars  to  Rev.  Mr.  Tiffany  of  this  city.  David  S.  Hojft 
of  Deertield,  was  decoyed  by  a  Freemason  a  few  miles  from  liHir- 
ri'nce  and  murdered  in  cold  blood.  There  was  a  rally,  and  in  a  feir 
days  his  murderer  was  captured.  He  Wgged  for  mercy  on  his  kneeit 
and  for  some  ri*:i>on  or  other  he  was  not  hanged  on  the  spot- 
John  Brown  had  setlle<l  in  Springfield  in  1841).  "Say  to  Rath," 
he  wrote  that  year  to  his  sou  John,  '*  to  ]je  all  that  to-day  which  she 
intends  to  Ih»  to-morrow.'*  Such  was  the  keynote  of  this  extraordi- 
nary character,  whose  life  of  applied  morality  was  a  rebuke  to  tlie 
theoretical  ethics  of  tlu'  world.  Windsor,  Conn.,  was  the  home  of 
his  ancestors.  He  was,  as  we  have  said,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Perkins  &   lirown,  wool   merchants,  dealing  directly  with  the  wool- 
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growers  of  Ohio  iind  the  West.  Perkins  &  Brown  rented  the  upper 
part  of  John  L.  King's  wai-ehouse,  near  the  depot,  and  workeil  with 
his  men  daily,  in  sorting  wool.  lie  had  changeil  to  Chester  W. 
Chapin's  new  bloijk,  south  of  the  railroad  office,  in  1848.  The  firm, 
which  owned  fine  flocks  of  sheep  in  Ohio,  had  been  sent  to  Springfield 
to  represent  the  Western  wool-growers  in  New  England,  "where  their 
wool  was  to  bt?  graded.  It  worked  well  the  first  year,  but  failiiu! 
markets,  a  want  of  proi)er  co6ixjration  in  the  West,  and  not  over 
coniniereial  meth(Kls  of  business  on  the  i>art  of  Brown  himself,  con- 
tributed to  financial  disaster.  He  did  over  $50,000  worth  of  business. 
however.  Among  John  Brown*s  visitors  at  this  time  was  Frederick 
Douglass,  who  was  surprised  to  find  him  living  in  a  small  wooden 
house  on  a  back  stret't,  furnished  in  a  way  to  *'  almost  suggest  dcj*- 
titution."  lu  an  attempt  to  save  his  fortunes  Brown  sent  the  whole 
output  of  wool  to  Europe  in  1850.  He  refused  local  offers  of  sixty 
cents  per  ixjund,  and  away  it  went  over  the  waters.  A  few  months 
later  Mr.  Brown  stood  in  a  Springfield  freight-house  and  saw  the  self- 
same wool,  which  had  come  back  from  London,  sell  for  fifty-two  cents ! 

John  Brown  was  in  the  Adirondack  wilderness  in  1851.  It  was 
while  visiting  Springfield  that  year  that  he  organized  the  "  Spring- 
field Tiileadites.*'  a  '*  branch  of  the  United  States  league  of  Gilead- 
ites,"  an  order  among  colore<l  people  to  resist  the  capture  of 
fugitives.  No  less  than  forty- four  negroes  joined  this  league.  B.  C. 
Dowling  headed  the  list,  and  in  the  list  was  J.  X.  Howard,  the 
honored  sexton  of  the  South  Church.  His  stories  of  slave-life  were 
of  the  *•'  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  order,'*  and  when  he  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers  a  link  conne<*ting  us  with  the  slave-masters*  era  was  broken. 

Curiously  enough  Reuben  A.  Chapman,  who  was  not  a  freesoiler 
in  those  days,  was  Mr.  Brown's  attorney,  and  Chapman  was  alwavs 
enthusiastic  in  his  tributes  to  Brown's  integi'ity  and  sense  of  justiiH*. 
Mr.  Chapman's  character  is  well  illustratt'd  by  a  remark  of  his  some 
time  after  Congress  had  passe<l  the  fugitive  slave  law,  which  iinix)sc<l 
upon  judges  and  the  Unite<l  States  connuissioners  the  duty  of  issuiui! 
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warrants  for  the  arrest  of  escaped  slaves,  and  denied  the  negroes  at 
the  hearings  the  right  to  testify  in  their  own  behalf.  The  local  feeling 
among  the  ultra  abolitionists  ran  high.  Springfield  became  a  very 
important  way  station  on  the  underground  road  which  ran  from 
Southern  ])ondage  to  Canadian  freedom,  and  the  Emigrant  Aid  Sociery 
was  generously  supported  here.  Mr.  Chapman  was  a  United  States 
commissioner,  and  great  pressure  was  finally  brought  upon  him  to 
n^sigu,  that  he  miglit  escape  the  oflfensive  duty  of  restoring  fugitive 
slaves  to  their  masters,  as  he  was  not  then  a  freesoiler.  "  I  refuse 
to  resign,"  was  his  determined  reply.  When  an  explanation  of  his 
real  position  was  demanded,  he  said,  in  the  event  of  the  pursuit  of  a 
slave  to  Springfield,  ''  As  officer  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society  I 
would  forward  the  fugitive  to  other  paiis ;  as  Unitt»d  States  commis- 
sioner I  would  then  issue  a  warrant  for  his  arrest." 

There  was  flourishing  in  those  days  a  Springfield  organization  known 
as  *' The  Club."  It  had  no  written  constitution  and  no  archives; 
it  met  on  every  other  Monday  night,  and  was  a  medium  of  communica- 
tion on  public  topics  among  prominent  citizens.  Mr.  Chapman  is 
credited  with  the  honor  of  having  originated  The  Club.  At  a  Mon- 
day meeting,  during  the  Kansas  troubles,  some  member  asked  what 
was  to  be  done  with  Kansas.  Mr.  Chapman  replied,  "  We  will  send 
on  emigrants  there  ;  we  will  send  rifles  with  them.  I  will  furnish  one 
gun."  '' And  I  another,"  said  Samuel  Bowles.  "  And  I  another," 
said  Daniel  L.  Harris.  ''  And  I  another,"  said  the  good  and  true 
Dr.  Buckingham.  So  the  offers  went  round  the  room.  Mr.  Cham- 
I)erlain,  now  of  Hartford,  and  then  a  law  partner  of  Mr.  Chapman, 
hesitated  for  some  reason,  not,  however,  because  he  was  hostile  to 
the  free-soil  sentiment,  an<l  Mr.  Chapman  noticed  the  fact,  and  said, 
with  !is  much  vigor  as  he  ever  displayed  on  any  subject,  "  And  I  will 
give  a  s(?cond  gun  for  the  credit  of  tiie  finn."  Mr.  Chamberlain,  it 
mav  be  state<l,  now  tells  this  anecdote  on  himself.  The  rifles  were 
all  duly  furnished,  taken  apart,  and  sent  in  separate  boxes  and  by 
differe!it  r(mtes  to  Kansas. 
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Tlie  Hi  I  oil  ill)  ill)  deiiioorats  uf  Spriii^lielil  raiscil  a  hickory  iiole  on 

the  Hill,  near  the  Itoc-kiiigliaiii  lioiii>e  ami  the  Wait  montiiiicnt,  with 

0.  A.  Soainaiis.  K.  D.  Iteadi.  and  Williaiu  1,.  Smith  as  orators.    Tbe 

whigs  put  np  l{ol>ert  V.  Winthvop  for  govenioi"  ii|>oii  !i  Filliiion-  plat- 

fonii.  iiliiiiiig  our  fc'llow-fitizi;n, 

Huiner  Foot,  Wsitle  him  as  lii-u- 

toiiaiit-goveruor.    The  HiicfaaD!iii 

tlcmocriibs  met  in  Spriug'Ii«hl,  tu 

the    City  llall,  and  vrith  Ancfvl 

Pbetps,  .Ir.,  in  tlie  rliair  put  up 

their  war  stevd.    H.   T>-    Ihracfa, 

for  governor.       Sui>erintend«»t 

Whitney  of  the  armorv 

figiireil  as  peace-maker 


ill  the  convention, 
and  Geuenit  HiiiKr. 
Kith -ro^e-l-lipe. .lit 
cuflfa"  awl "  tipiii'd- 
np  visage,"  stinted 
the  [.iirty  enthusiasm. 
the  hall.  Imt  soon  ton 
Mr.   Beach,  after  liis 


V  tlag  with  sixteen  stars  was  suspended  itcro^ 
iowii.  "The  lla^r  of  ourlnionl"  extdaimed 
omination.  and  the  res]K»nse  was  quick  and 
e  said  th:it  laler.  wlieii  Mr.  Beach  had   lieateu 


Benjni 


L  F.  Itiitlvr  iu  the  dei 


■ratie 


late  <'onvention  of  1B5*I,   he 
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said  to  that  Ixxly,  ''  I  have  no  new  pledges  to  make  to  you,  no  new 
theories  to  advance,  no  new  principles  to  follow.  The  principles  I 
maintain  to-day  1  have  maintained  always.  They  ai'e  as  old  as 
Jefferson's." 

General  Whitney  was  bitterly  taken  to  task  for  refusing  to  reemploy 
armorers  who  liad  applauded  Dr.  Chaffee's  course  in  opposing  the  use 
of  United  States  troops  in  suppression  of  the  Kansas  freesoilers. 
This  was  used  as  a  Fremont  cry  in  the  town  with  some  effect. 

At  one  of  the  largest  Fremont  gatherings  in  this  memorable  cam- 
paign, Mr.  Patterson,  fresh  from  the  Missouri,  exhibited  on  the 
platform  tlie  very  chain  with  which  John  Brown  was  led  for  thirty 
miles  in  a  hot  sun  after  his  capture.  Its  clankings  touched  a  cord, 
and  the  City  Hall  was  thundrous  with  emotion. 

One  hundred  women  had  formed  a  sewing  club  with  Mrs.  Geoi'ge 
Bliss  president  and  Mrs.  Charles  Merriam  treasurer,  for  the  purpose 
of  [)reparing  clothing  for  the  emigrants  there.  The  first  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Unitarian  Chapel,  and  pins  and  needles  were  enlisted  for 
the  cause. 

But  the  decree  of  the  nation  was  for  Buchanan  and  democracy. 
Springlield's  share  was  small.  Mr.  Beach  |)olled  about  40,000  to 
over  02,000  for  Ciardner,  the  Fremont  candidate  for  governor.  Con- 
gressman Chaffee  was  triumphantly  returned  to  his  seat.  The 
Fillmore  ticket  flatted  out.  Homer  Foot,  the  candidate  for  lieutenant- 
governor,  ran  over  8,000  ahead  of  the  Fillmore  ticket.  W.  S.  Shurt- 
leff,  Fremont  candidate  for  register  of  insolvency,  ran  about  4,000 
votes  ahead  of  H.  B.  Lewis,  in  Springfield,  and  was  elected.  The 
FreinonU'rs  elected  as  Representatives  Henry  Vose,  F^liphalet  Trask, 
Dnnit'l  L.  Harris,  and  John  H.  Fuller. 

If  Springliehl,  by  the  incident  of  John  Brown's  w<k)1  agency,  was 
connected  by  special  and  local  ties  to  the  Kansas  embroglio,  an  odd 
incident  linked  her  with  the  e<|ually  famous  Dred  Scott  decision. 
This  neirro  and  his  family  had  been  the  slaves  of  Dr.  Emerson,  a 
UniU'd   States   Army  surgeon.     After    Dr.    Kmerson's  death,   Dred 
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Scott  brought  suit  against  John  F.  A.  Sanford,  the  administrator  of 
the  estate,  claiming  that  he  and  his  family  had  been  carried  across 
the  border  of  the  slave  region  into  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  still 
compelled  to  suffer  a  slave's  bunien.  The  decision  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  ujwn  this  question  amounted  to  nothing  short  of 
nationalizing  slavery,  and  its  announcement  was  really  the  beginning 
of  the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  jis  Northeni  revulsion  from  this  politi- 
cal theory  and  priucple  was  deep  and  unalterable. 

Mrs.  Emerson,  the  owner  of  Dred  Scott,  had  man-ied,  after  the 
doctor's  death,  Congressman  Chaffee,  of  this  town,  and  Mr.  Sanford, 
the  administrator  of  the  Emei*son  estate,  was  the  brother  of  Mrs. 
Chaffee,  nee  Emerson.  Mr.  Chaffee's  political  enemies  were  not  slow 
in  piling  the  dry  fagots  of  insinuation  under  his  reputation  and  light- 
ing a  blaze.  He  was  charged  with  the  intent  of  making  money  out 
of  the  very  slave  system  which  u\yon  the  floor  of  Congress  he  had 
condemned.  With  a  twenty  years'  honorable  record  as  an  anti- 
slavery  man,  he  was  compelled  to  deny  these  strictures,  and  to  say  in 
public,  ''There  is  no  earthly  consideration  that  could  induce  me  to 
exercise  proprietorshii)  in  any  human  being ;  for  I  regard  slavery  as 
a  sin  against  (jod  and  a  crime  against  man,"  and  he  added,  '*•  If,  in 
the  distribution  of  the  estate,  of  which  this  decision  aftirins,  these 
human  beings  to  be  i)ut,  it  appears  that  I,  or  mine,  consent  to  receive 
any  part  of  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  then,  and  not  till  then,  let  the 
l>opular  judgment,  as  well  as  the  public  press,  fix  on  me  the  mark  of 
a  traitor  to  my  conscience." 

Dred  Scott  said  that  the  suit  had  cost  him  '"  a  heap  o'  trouble,  and 
if  I'd  a  known  it  was  gwine  to  last  so  long  I'd  wouldn't  a  started 
it."  When  the  decision  went  against  him  he  simply  laughed  at  '•'  de 
fuss  dey  made  dar  in  Wash'nton  'bout  de  old  nigger."  But  the 
North  did  not  laugh.  It  was  a  dark  day  ;  the  Chaff ees  did  not  take 
advantage  of  their  decision  and  claim  him  as  their  property.  The 
charge  that  Dr.  Chaffee  did  actually  profit  pecuniarily  by  the  Dred 
Scott    decision   makes  a   further  statement    necessary.     Reuben   A. 
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Chapman  was  calh^l  in  by  Dr.  Chaflfee  for  advice,  and  lu»  drew  up 
a  legal  document,  in  the  form  of  a  quit-claim,  of  all  interest,  or  sup- 
posed interest,  in  Scott  and  his  family,  authorizing  Taylor  Bloom, 
of  St.  T^)uis,  to  draw  up  manumission  papers.  If  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  had  put  a  further  stamp  of  bondage  upon  this  unfor- 
tunate family  the  historical  paper  signed  by  Mrs.  Chaffee,  Dr.  Chftffee, 
and  Miss  Emerson  expungi?d  the  mark,  and  the  negroes  continued, 
as  for  yeai's  they  liad  practically  l)et*n,  free  residents  of  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  Chaffee  was  ignorantly  and  unjustly  denounced  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other  for  this  alleged  trallic  in  Imman  beings, 
but  the  hue-and-trv  was  of  short  duration.  The  facts  became  known, 
and,  moreover,  the  nuin  who  liberated  Dred  Scott  stood  on  the  floor 
of  Congress  shortly  afterward,  during  the  Kansas  debate,  and  during 
a  long  and  masterly  argument  spoke  as  follows :  ''  Are  3'ou,  the  con- 
servative slaveholders  of  the  country,  willing  to  allow  the  institutions 
of  your  section  to  become  the  cause  and  instrument  of  the  future 
aggrandisement  of  this  administration,  — of  building  up  and  further 
extending  the  power  and  rule  of  the  African  democracy  of  this 
country  who  seek  by  their  policy  to  Africanize  the  productive  indus- 
try of  tlie  country?  I  tell  gentlemen  plainly  that  while  chivalry  once 
had  a  name  and  a  prestige,  yet  in  these  African  democratic  lands  its 
gold  has  become  ilim  and  its  lustre  is  faded  ;  and  unless  it  is  speedily 
rescued,  its  glory  will  have  departed  forever.  Sir,  the  civilized  world 
cannot  and  will  not  look  on  complacently  and  see  this  great  and 
monstrous  wrong  consunnnated  upon  this  people." 

Eli[)halet  Trask  accepted,  in  June,  1N57,  the  nomination  of  the 
American  State  convention  for  lieutenant-governor  upon  the  Banks 
ticket,  an<l  in  his  letter  of  acceptance  Mr.  Tnisk  said  that  he  did  so 
upon  the  belief  that  the  party's  aim  was  to  consoli<late  the  American 
and  anti-slaverv  sentiment  of  Massachusetts.  Banks  was  also 
nominated  by  tlu^  republicans  a  few  weeks  later  at  Worcester,  but 
Oliver  Warner,  of  Northampton,  was  given  the  second  place  on  the 
ticket.      Mr.  Beach  was  again  the  democratic  standard-bearer.     By 
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a  subsequent  an*ano:enient  Mr.  Trask  was  made  the  candidate  for 
lieutenant-governor  on  tlie  Worcester  ticket,  and  Oliver  Warner  Sec- 
retary of  State.  Springfield  was  also  repivsented  that  year  by  Geora:e 
Walker  on  the  republican  senatorial  ticket,  and  William  L..  Smith, 
his  democratic  opixment,  and  Ileman  Smith,  American  candidate,  for 
county  conunissioner.  R.  A.  Chapman  supporte<l  the  Banks  ticket, 
and  his  old  partner,  George  Ashmun,  came  out  strong  for  Banks 
also.  Hanks  was  elected,  and  so  was  Walker.  In  the  legislative 
contest  Marvin  Chapin  and  Henry  Vose,  republicans,  and  Iliram  Q. 
Sanderson,  democrat,  were  elected. 

The  whole  Banks  ticket  was  renominated  in   1858,  and  reelected. 
So  was  Senator  Walker.     The  most  imi)ortant  local  item  in  the  No- 
veml>er   election  was  the   defeat  of   William  Kice,  who  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  had  In^en  register  of  deeds  or  county  treasurer. 
He  was   defeated   by  James   E.  Russell,  democrat.      Mr.  Norton,  a 
son-in-law  of  Mr.  Rice,  withdrew  from  the  otfice  of  countv  treasm^r 
at  the  same  time,  so  that  the  change  was  the  more  marked.      Mr. 
Rice  had  bee.n  first  chosen  register  in  18^50.     There  were  heard  upon 
all  sides  heartv  tributes  to  Mr.  Rice's  fidelitv  and  efficiencv  in  the 
public  service,  and  he  was  followeil  into  private  life  by  the  honor  and 
respect  of  all.     Mr.  Russell,  who  succeeded  him,  was  for  many  years 
a  conductor  on  the  day  express  iK'tween  Boston  and  Springfield,  and 
had   been   the  ix)pular  landlord  of  the  Russell  House.     Mr.  Russell 
always  has  shown  an  intt^lligent  interest  in  Springfield  history,  and 
he  has  a  fund  of  stories  which  then,  as  now,  was  a  source  of   enter- 
tainment to  his  friends.     One  of  his  best  relates  to  Daniel  Webster, 
who  was  a  passenger  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  one  day  when 
3Ir.  Russell  was  conductor.     The  distinguished  statesman  lost  his 
hat  out  of  the  window,  and  he  remarked  to  Mr.  Russell  that  he  would 
have  some  trouble  in  getting  another  large  enough.     When  the  train 
stopped  at  Palmer    Mr.   Russell  stepi>ed  off,  and  approaching    Hill 
Childs,  the  station  agent,  who  had  the  largest   head  in  the  countv, 
aske<l,  '*  What  will  you  take  for  that  hat?  "     (hih Is  named  his  price 


SPRINGFIELD,    1636-1886.  513 


with  a  smile.  Russell  handed  the  astonished  agent  the  money,  seized 
his  hat,  and  carried  it  to  Webster.  It  was  a  perfect  fit.  Daniel 
Webster  still  owes  Mr.  Russell  for  that  hat. 

E.  D.  Beach  refused  to  run  a  fifth  time  for  governor,  and  this 
opened  the  door  for  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  as  the  democratic  standard- 
bearer,  in  the  exciting  elections  of  1859.  Springfield  still  had  a  place 
on  the  ticket,  however,  Stephen  (..  Bemis  being  candidate  for  lieuten- 
ant-governor. A  Stephen  A.  Douglas  resolution,  presented  by  ex- 
Mayor  Phelps,  was  tabled  by  the  convention.  General  Whitney  was  in 
those  days  an  active  politician,  and  had  much  to  do  in  pouring  oil 
upon  the  troubled  waters.  He  was  assisted  by  Postmaster  Chapin  in 
the  convention.  The  republicans  put  up  Banks  and  Trask  again,  and 
A.  N.  Merrick  was  made  a  member  of  the  State  Central  Committee. 

At  the  time  of  John  Brown's  attack  upon  Harper's  Ferry,  the  su- 
perintendent of  Harper's  Ferry  was  the  guest  of  3Iajor  lugersoU  in 
Springfield.  Brown  had  l)een  in  Springfield  the  year  previous,  and 
wai>  free  to  talk  to  his  friends  about  running  off  slaves.  While  the 
judicious  urged  caution,  they  could  not  but  pay  hUn  the  tribute  of  re- 
ligious courage  of  couviction,  and  respected  him  even  in  his  contempt 
of  statute  law.  Men  went  to  the  polls  here  as  in  other  Northern  cities 
ready  to  fight  as  they  voted.  Governor  Banks's  vote  reached  nearly 
to  00,000 ;  Butler  about  35,000,  and  Briggs  (American  whig) 
1 1,000,  in  round  numbers.  Springfield  elected  Daniel  Gay  and  Rich- 
ard Bliss,  republicans,  and  Ezra  Kimberly,  democrat,  to  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  republicans  also  had  their  own  way  in  the  city  elections,  elect- 
ing Daniel  L.  Harris  mayor.  C'ol.  Horace  C.  Lee  also  defeated  Mr. 
Ingraham,  as  clerk,  the  latU'r  having  iield  that  position  in  town  and 
city  for  seventeen  years.  He  had  been  a  faithful,  painstaking  ofhcer, 
but  the  <lesire  for  a  vounger  man  had  asserted  itself.  The  new  board 
of  aldermen  were  Ednunul  B.  Haskell,  Erastus  Hayes,  Franklin 
Chamberlain,  John  W.  Hunt,  William  Hitchcock,  John  G.  Capron, 
William  Foster,  and  (ieorge  W.  Holt,  —  all  republicans. 
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If  a  man  loves  anothfi*  for  the  qualities  he  himself  has  uot.  the 
friemlship  between  Reuben  A.  Chapman  and  John  Brown  is  explaineil. 
for  they  were  not  of  kin  in  any  quality  of  character  save  the  cour- 
age of  conviction  an<l  the  root-sentiment  of  humanity  and  equal 
rights.  Mr.  Chapman  heard  Mr.  Brown  talk  about  the  negro'> 
wrongs,  which  he  had  made  his  own,  collected  Bixjwn's  wool 
bills  for  him,  and  acted  generally  as  legal  adviser.  When  John 
Brown  was  fniallv  in  the  hands  of  the  law  in  Viinrinia,  his  first  thought 
was  of  the  cool,  judicious  Ueuben  Chapman,  of  Spring:fie)d,  and  he 
appealed  to  him  for  legal  assistance  in  the  following  letter,  now  iu 
the  han<ls  of  Mr.  Chapman's  daughter,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Browu,  of  thib 
citv  :  — 

Chaiilestowx.  Jefferson  County,   Va.. 

October  21.   oy. 
Hon.  HKi'iiF.N  CiiAi'MAX.  Spriiigfit'M,  Mass.:  — 

Dkak  Sik.  —  I  am  here  a  pri.xoner  with  several  sabre  cuts  in  mv  head  iinii  bav- 
onet  stabs  in  my  IhxIn  .  My  object  in  writinjj  you  is  to  obtain  able  and  faithful 
counsel  for  myself  aiid  fellow-prisoners,  five  in  all,  as  we  have  the  faith  of  Vir- 
ginia pledged  through  her  governor  aiui  numerous  other  prominent  citizens 
to  give  us  a  fair  trial.  Without  we  can  obtain  such  counsel  from  without  the 
slave  States  neither  the  fads  in  our  case  can  come  before  the  world,  nor  can  we 
have  the  benefit  of  such  facts  as  might  be  considered  mitigating  in  view  of  others 
upon  our  trial.  1  liave  money  in  hand  here  to  the  amount  of  .^250,  and  }K>rsonaI 
proiK'rty  sufficient  to  pay  a  most  liberal  fee  to  yourself  or  to  any  suitable  man 
who  Mill  undertake  our  «lefense  if  I  can  have  the  benefit  of  said  property.  Can 
you  or  some  other  good  nuui  come  immediately  on  for  the  sake  of  the  young 
men  prisoners  at  least?  My  wounds  are  doing  well.  Do  not  send  an  ultra  abo- 
litionist.    Very  respectfully  yours. 

JOHN  BKOWN. 

This  letter  was  dictated,  but  is  signed  by  Brown  with  a  linn,  plain 
hand.  Mr.  Chapman  was  about  starting  on  court  business,  and 
could  not  go  to  Virginia,  but  he  gave  his  imprisoned  friend  what 
advice  he  could  bv  letter. 
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Oiu'  cauDot  renew  ae([uaintance8  with  the  records  of  these  terrible 
times,  —  the  legal  murder  of  John  Brown,  the  heart  of  flame  that 
burned  with  patriotic  indignation  in  the  Nortli,  the  natural  apprehen- 
sion for  the  future  that  faded  lM»f ore  loyalty  and  a  national  sentiment  — 
without  the  deepest  consternation  at  the  political  blindness  that  im- 
p<'lled  l^esident  Ruchanan  to  urge  in  his  message  to  Congress  :  "I 
tirmly  believe  that  the  events  at  Harpi^r's  Ferry,  l)y  causing  the  i)eople 
to  pause  and  reflect  uix)n  the  i)ossible  peril  to  their  cherished  institu- 
tions, will  be  the  means  under  Providence  of  allaying  the  existing 
excitement  and  preventing  further  outbreaks  of  a  similar  charact^er. 
They  will  resolve  that  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  shall  not  be 
endangered  by  rash  counsels,  knowing  that  should  the  silver  cord  lie 
loosened  or  the  golden  l)owl  Ih»  broken  at  the  fountain,  human  power 
could  never  reunite  the  scattered  and  hostile  fragments.'* 

So  the  vear  IHVA)  drew  on  under  a  lurid  sky.  A  resolve  was  indeed 
made,  —  not  the  resolve  of  Buchanan  and  human  slavery,  but  the 
nation's  resolve,  that  the  golden  bowl  should  not  be  broken,  —  and  it 
was  not. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

1860-1886. 

The  War  and  Politics.  —  Spriiijrfield  in  the  Chicago  Convention.  —  Lincoln's  Letter  to 
Geonre  Ashniun.  —  Citv  Politics.  —  Union  Rallies.  —  Activity-  in  Bcal  £state.  —  V»- 
rioiis  Enll'*tments.  —  A  Rcconl  of  Sprinj^eld  Soldiers  who  died  in  Battle  and  in 
Hospital.  —  Fires.  —  Newspapers.  —  The  Death  of  Samuel  Bowles.  —  His  Character  ma 
a  Journalist.  —  Theolojrv  at  Indian  Orclmnl.  —  Rev.  James  F.  Merriam. 

Daniel  L.  IIakkis,  roimblicuii,  was  mtiyor  of  Springfield  iluriug 
tlie  troublous  yciir  of  IHIIO,  having  beaten  William  L.  Smith,  demo- 
crat, by  a  vote  of  1,170  to  883.  In  June,  1860,  John  B.  Floyd,  sec- 
retary of  war,  apiM)intecl  Col.  1.  IT.  Wright  superintendent  of  the 
annorv.  He  was  surrounded  bv  Southern  friends,  and  naturally  ex- 
cited  the  suspicion  of  the  loyal  people.  It  would  not  have  been  a 
dittieult  thing  to  ]>low  up  the  armory.  No  one  suspected  Wright 
himself,  but  he  had  men  :dx)ut  him  (juite  capable  of  it.  In  18G4  an 
attempt  was  actually  made,  but  the  infernal  machine  deposited  in  the 
main  arsenal  was  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  an  explosion.  Wright 
had  been  here  but  a  few  weeks  when  a  self -constituted  committee  of 
citizens  watched  the  armory  closely  in  onler  to  frustrate  the  designs 
of  any  Southern  agents  or  spies.  ''  There  is  the  slavery  question,"  ex- 
claimed Carl  Schurz,  at  Hampden  Hall,  in  January,  1860,  —  '*  not  a 
mere  occasional  quarrel  between  two  sections  of  a  country  divide<l  bv 
a  geographical  line,  not  a  mt're  conti'st  l>etween  two  economie^il  in- 
terests for  the  preponderance,  not  a  mere  wrangle  between  two  politi- 
cal parties  for  power  and  si)oils,  —  but  the  great  struggle  between 
the  human  conscii'uce  and  a  burning  wrong,  between  advancing 
civilization  and  retreating  l>arbarism."  Thus  was  the  grand  issu*» 
made  up  in  spite    of    the    efforts  of   some  to  foist  a  constitutional 
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hyiwthi'sis    into   proiuint^iicc    by    pleiujiiig   tlie    doctrine  of  extreme 
Mtatt'  rijjhts. 

We  Iiave  no  space  to  deal  with  the  multitudinous  incidents  that 
adiIo<l  to  the  local  tension  of  the  year  IKltO,  —  the  private  gathcringB 
of  loyal  citizens,  the  i>erMi)U!il  enconnters  itf  political  enemies,  the 
fends  that  disturbed  clubs,  eliiu-cheR,  nay,  even  the  family  itself. 
A  copy  of  the  "Springfield 
Re|inl>lican "  mailed  to  a 
man  in  (ieorpia  was  re- 
tiirni'<l  liy  the  ]>ost-ofWcc 
department,  stamped  "  In- 
ceniliary  document." 

In  making  up  the  list  of 
dele<ratcs  to  the  Cliiciifto 
national  republican  conven- 
tion that  was  destined  to 
nimiinate  Abraham  Lincoln 
for  I'lvsident,  in  May, 
imiit.  the  name  of  Georpu 
Asinnun  was  |m>|)osi'd  ;  but 
the  latter  considered  him- 
self in  jiennanent  |>olitical 
ntii-ement.  He  finally  con- 
sented to  go,  however,  pro- 
vided (Governor  Tra.sk  would 
ai^-ompauy  him.  Kven  tlien,!i 
Samuel  Howies,  whose  tin^ani 
litii-id  uv  patriotic  sentii 
journalism,  had  gone  cm  ' 
Aslmmii  and  Triixk  had  |HTfected  their  aniiugeinentM.  The  latter 
overlcMik  them  at  Niagara  Falls.  During  the  jonniey  Mr.  Itowles 
hit  ui>on  the  idea  of  presenting  (teorge  ABhmuu  oa  the  candidate  of 
Mns.sachu>tetta  for  [lermanent  president  of  the  convention.     It  was 


[lid  not  agree  to  sit  in  the  convention, 
ani^'.ing  geinns  came  into  plaj'  when  a  [lo- 
ent  moved  him  from  the  strict  path  of 
ith  a  lai^e  ^lassuchusetts  ilelegation  before 
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thoroughly  talked  up  on  the  train.  The  delegates  began  instinctively 
to  treat  Mr.  Ashmun  as  the  coming  man,  and  thus  it  was  that  the 
eloquent  advocate  of  Webster,  Springfield's  fallen  whig  leader,  starte<l 
West  as  an  almost  unwilling  spectator,  and  arrived  at  Chicago  the  rep- 
resentative man  from  Massachusetts.  The  great  wigwam,  designed 
by  Architect  Boyington,  — formerly  a  resident  of  Springfield,  by  the 
way,  —  was  thronged  with  an  excited  crowd.  The  Massachusetts 
plan  was  at  once  laid  before  the  leaders  of  the  party.  '*  Slavery  is 
sectional ;  freedom  is  national  I  "  exclaimed  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  temporary  chairman,  and  shortly  afterward  the  conven- 
tion gave  six  tremendous  cheei-s  as  the  old  Springfield  whig  was 
conducted  by  Carl  Schurz  and  Preston  King  to  the  chair,  the  i>er- 
manent  president-elect.  Mr.  Ashmun's  speech  was  short  bat  warm, 
with  something  of  his  old  oratory. 

^Ir.  Bowles  accompanied  ^Ir.  Ashmun  and  the  committee  of  the 
convention  to  Springfield,  III.,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Lincoln  the  great 
message  of  the  party.  Mr.  Bowles  stood  near  Mr.  Lincoln  anil  Mr. 
Ashmun  while  they  were  making  their  formal  speeches,  and  after  the 
ceremony  he  wrote  of  Mr.  Lincoln :  '*  Ilis  face,  which  in  rei)Ose 
seemed  of  bronzt*.  was  at  the  instant  of  speaking  lighted  up  by  an 
unmistakable  tire  of  intelligence  :  and  as  soon  as  it  was  subsequently 
relaxed  by  the  gentle  and  rapid  question  and  reply  of  conversation, 
the  warmth  of  a  jrreat  heart  shone  out  of  everv  feature." 

Some  debate  having  arisen  in  the  papers  about  Mr.  Lincoln's  first 
name,  he  sent  Mr.  Ashman  the  following  letter:  — 

SruiNiJFiKLi),  III.,  June  4,  18*>0. 
Hox.  (iKor<;k  Ash  m  in  :  — 

Mv  Dkar  Sir. —  It  sooins  as  if  tlie  question  whetlier  my  first  name  is  **  Abn- 

ham"  or  *•  Abraiu"  will  never  l>e  settle*!.     It  is  •'  Abraham,'*  and  if  the  letter  of 

acceptance  is  not  yet  in  print,  you  may,  if  you  think  fit,  have  my  signature  thereto 

printed  •*  Abraham  Lincoln."     Exercise  your  judjrment  about  this. 

Yours,  as  over, 

A.  LlKCOLX. 
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liut  Mr.  Ashinun  had  still  an  important  sen'ice  to  {)erform  after 
Mr.  Lincoln's  oloction.  Thousands  of  men  were  waiting  to  hear 
from  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  Mr.  Ashmun  was  a  friend  of  l)oth.  It 
fell  uix>n  him  to  mak(>  the  convincing  appeal  to  Mr.  Douglas's  patriot- 
ism. It  was  a  long  struggle.  The  two  men  debated  until  late  at 
night ;  and  when  at  length  Douglas  determined  to  stand  by  the 
Lincoln  administration,  he  urged  Ashmun  not  to  wait  until  morning, 
but  to  hasten  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  learned  it  before  he  slept,  and  the 
papers  of  the  land  had  it  the  next  morning.  It  is  a  fact  that  has 
escaped  notice  that  Mr.  Douglas  stood  inunediately  back  of  Lincoln 
on  the  platform  during  tiie  delivery  of  his  inaugural  address,  and  held 
the  President's  tall  hat  for  him,  as  there  was  no  place  to  put  it. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  just  starting  for  KonVs  Theatre  on  the  fatal  night 
when  Mr.  Ashnuiu  called.  He  i)encilled  on  his  knee  as  he  was  about 
to  take  the  carriage  the  following  note  :  — 

Allow  Mr.  Aslimun  and  frieml  to  come  in  at  nine  A.M.  to-morrow. 

A.    Lincoln*. 
Juiljje  C  P.  Dai.y,  of  New  York. 

This  note,  the  last  words  written  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  now  in 
the  ix)ssessiou  of  George  A.  Moilon,  of  this  city,  who  also  has  Lin- 
coln's letti'r  accepting  his  first  nomination  for  the  presidency. 

Aslnnun's  old  law  partner,  Keuben  A.  Chapman,  was  chosen  a 
Lincoln  presidential  elector.  lie  had  received  a  handsome  vote  for 
attorney -general  in  the  republican  convention  which  nominated  John 
A.  Andrew  for  governor ;  but  a  bi'tter  [K>sition  Avas  ofx^n  to  him, 
and,  in  October,  IHGO,  hi*  was  duly  (jualilied  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

The  Massachusetts  democrats  turned  to  K.  D.  JJeach  once 
more  for  governor.  The  Hell  and  p^verett  convention  put  Henry 
Morris  on  its  ticket  as  attorney-general.  Stephen  C.  liemis  was  a 
Douglas  and  Johnson  elector,  and  Chester  W.  Chapin  a  Kreckinridge 
and   Lane   elector.     Homer  Foot  was  a  councillor  on  the  Douglas 
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ticket,  and  J.  W.  Crook  a  councillor  on  the  Breckinridge  ticket. 
Springfield  also  furnished  these  candidates  in  tliat  famous  campaign : 
State  Senate :  O.  A.  Seamans  (Douglas)  ;  Lather  Upton  (Breckin- 
ridge) ;  Timothy  W.  Carter  (republican).  Representatives:  Samoel 
Smith,  Dennis  Hubbard,  and  Henry  Reynolds  (Breckinridge)  ;  Will- 
iam B.  Calhoun,  Simeon  Newell,  and  Oliver  Bannon  (republican). 
County  commissioner,  William  Pynchon  (Douglas). 

The  Springfield  Wide-awakes  organized  with  Hosea  C.  Ix>mbani  as 
captain,  and  A.  N.  Memek,  C.  R.  I^dd,  A.  G.  Sinclair,  George  S. 
Haskell,  IleuiyS.  Lee,  and  A.  J.  Plummer,  the  executive  committee. 
At  a  grand  Wide-awake  meeting  in  Springfield,  in  September,  Henir 
Wilson  said,  '*  On  the  slavery  question  the  democratic  partv  has 
divi<led ;  the  head  is  with  Breckinridge  in  the  South ;  the  tail  is 
floating  round  with  Douglas  at  the  North." 

lu  spite  of  the  stress  of  national  jwlitics  the  city  went  democratie 
a  few  weeks  after  the  genenil  election.  The  first  election  was  a  tie. 
Mayor  Daniel  L.  Harris,  republican,  and  Stephen  C.  Bemis,  democrat, 
receiving  each  HH{\  votes.  The  contest  was  not  strictly  |x>litical,  the 
question  of  free  rum  having  come  to  the  surface.  Mr.  Bemis  secured 
a  majority  of  I»0  at  the  secon<l  election,  December  19. 

Mr.  Harris  had  made  a  courageous,  business-like  mayor.  He  was 
in  no  sense  a  politician.  If  he  had  looked  to  political  prefenlleiit 
with  tiie  care  he  showed  in  securing  a  favorable  balance-sheet  fur 
the  city  during  his  administration,  his  reelection  would  probaUy 
been  assured.  Springfield  entered  the  Avar  period  with  growing 
cratic  proclixities.  Henry  Alexander,  Jr.,  who  was  probably  one  of 
the  best  political  managers  of  that  day,  was  pitted  unsoocessfuUy 
against  Mayor  liemis  in  IMGl.  The  condition  of  the  police  depart- 
ment was  the  local  issue  in  that  campaign.  S.  B.  Spooner,  Jr.,  was 
electe<l  clerk  and  treasurer  without  opposition.  Col.  James  M. 
Thomps<m  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  November,  and 
Theodore  Stebbins,  William  L.  Smith,  and  Nathaniel  Howard,  to  the 
Legislature.     Postmaster  Chapin  retii*ed  in  May,  after  eig:ht  years' 
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faithful  service,  and  was  succettled  by  William  Stowe,  who  was  a1- 
that  tiniu  deik  of  tlK>  Massachusetts  House  of  Reprcseotativeis. 

Cajit-  George  Dwight  8U[H'ree(le(l  Colonel  Wriglit  as  Baperinh-mlent 
of  the  arinorj-  in  the  spring  nf  1M61. 

The  time  had  now  come  for  the  expression  uf  substantial  patriot- 
ism, anil  the  imxis  of  SpriiigDehl  forgot  tlutir  party  differences  in  the 
conimuii  cause.  The  War  Department,  just  before  the  storming  of 
Fort  Sumter,  onlereil  away  from  Springfield  a  lot  of  guns,  an  act 
that  roused  a  deep  feeling  of  resentment.  Dr.  C.  C.  Chaffee  was 
consulted  aa  to  Ihu  l>cst  plan  tu  pui-sue,  and  be  intimated  that  it 
would  take  a  lung  time  to  pack  those  guns  properly.  The  hint  was 
taken.  The  slowest  workmen  were  detailed  to  box  the  weapons. 
The  impatient  authorities  rejjeatedly  asked  why  the  arms  had  not 
b<'en  shipped.  Th:it  l>oxing  job  was  not  finished  until  the  "  boys  in 
bhii;  '■  were  ready  to  use  them. 
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Jinliif  R.  A.  Chapman  ealleil  to  onler  the  first  ^rand  war  rallv  in 
SprinjrfieM.  in  April,  1«»>1.  "I  iK'liew,"  ho  exelaiiued.  with  an 
animation  quite  unc*<>mmon  with  him. — ••  I  bolieve  in  nothing  Imt  the 
uucH>n<litii>nal  >urri'n«lrr  of  tho  ivWls.  I  would  have  that,  or  lians 
everr  man  of  thi*m."  Mayor  Borais  proiiidecl  at  this  meetin^r.  A 
hinre  jiU*e  rhib  «»f  luitriotic  nu»n  ami  women  furnishotl  the  mu^ii''- 
The  'itatt'lvaml  v»MKTal»K»  William  B.  Calhoun  oflferotl  tlie  resolutions, 
and  William  L.  Smith  was  tho  tirst  to  support  them,  with  the  s«-nti- 
ment  that  the  ir<»Vfmnu'Ut  should  and  would  *'  go  throujrh  Baltinioiv 
to  Washington."  This  committee  of  finance  and  information  was 
ap|H>iiit(*d  :  James  ^1.  Thompson.  John  I..  King,  Charles  L.  Shaw. 
Henrv  Alexander.  Jr..  F.  A.  Barton,  and  (ieonro  R.  Townslev. 

The  city  g(»vernment  promptly  vote<l  $:U»,0<m»  for  volunteers. 
Sprinirfit'ld  was  an  active  place,  and  the  whole  eouiinunity  kept  a 
close  eve  on  govcrnnnMit  pro[H»rty.  A  Boston  rejwrter  came  up  t^' 
Springfu'ld  to  set*  the  Desmarteau  hanging  in  the  spring  of  ls»il  a: 
the  jail,  antl  he  was  overhauleil  u|X)n  suspicion  of  lH>in<j  a  spv. 
Strangers  were  seen  prowling  alK)ut  the  water-shops,  antl  a  st'ntrr 
sent  a  hall  whistlinir  bv  their  ear>. 

Otis  Childs  was  ap|N.>inted  Tnitetl  States  deputy  marshal  and  Will- 
iam L.  Smith  United  States  <H»mmi>sioner.  In  June,  1801,  Ilam|Mli-D 
park  was  turned  into  a  military  camp.  Tlh»re  was  the  usual  friction 
In-tween  the  raw  recruit  and  the  mess-room.  One  huudnnl  volunteers 
mutinied  on  account  of  inferior  rations,  but  Lieutenant  Lombard's 
CHmipany  prevcnte<l  their  mnning  the  guanl. 

On  the  last  Sunday  in  June  Dr.  Tiffany's  Tnitarian  church  wa> 
floo<-led  with  soldiery.  Muskets  were  stacked  before  the  pulpit  and 
decorated  with  flowers.  The  sacrt^l  edifice  sh<x)k  with  the  thunden.>us 
strains  of  the  "  Star-Spangled  Banner."  and  Dr.  Tiffany's  sermon 
was  pitched  uynm  that  deep,   patriotic  key. 

The  matron>  ami  sisters  of  this  connnunity  were  soon  enlisteil  in 
the  work  of  contributing  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
soldiei*s.      It  was  a  time  for  picking  lint,  knitting  mittens,  and  fur- 
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nishing  extra  clothing ;  and,  after  the  solemn  farewells,  tliis  service 
of  the  home  groups  inaih*  very  touching  pictures. 

The  destruction  of  the  IlarjKir's  PVrry  armory  left  the  Springfield 
arsenal  the  main  resource  of  the  government  for  a  time.  8u|)erin- 
U;ndent  Dwiglit  was  turning  out  three  thousand  five  hundred  nuiskets 
per  month,  some  of  the  departments  runnmg  the  full  twenty-four 
hours.  The  large  arsenal,  emptied  of  arms,  was  fittcnl  up  for  a  work- 
shop. The  new  fence  al>out  the  arniory  grounds  was  completed  in 
the  autumn.  The  material  was  secured  from  condemned  cannon. 
SuiH»rintendent  Dwight  was  sui>er8eded  by  ('apt.  A.  B.  Dyer, 
r.S.A.,  in  August,  18(11,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  Congress  for 
military  men  as  superintendents.  Captain  Dyer  held  his  jwsition 
until   1864. 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  small  dwelling-houses  were  put  up  in 
Springfield  in  1802.  D.  W.  Barnes  built  the  Main-street  block  Iwar- 
ing  his  name.  Day  &,  Jobson  added  a  block  al)ove  the  deix)t. 
Wilkinson  &  Cummings  built  near  the  corner  of  Main  and  Taylor 
streets.  Private  residences  were  erected  by  William  (Junn,  Ourden 
Hill,  Dr.  Holland,  T.  M.  Walters,  Dr.  Brooks,  and  many  others. 
The  present  court-house  was  built  in  1874.  The  appc;arance  of  the 
river  has  been  much  changed  since  the  building  of  the  iron  railroad 
bridge  in  187:5,  the  north  end  bridge  in  1877,  and  the  south  end 
bridge  in  1878.  With  the  opening  of  the  latter  the  career  of  the 
ferry-boat  ''Agawam  '*  came  to  an  end. 

The.  Springfield  banks  susiM^nded  specie  payment  in  January,  1862, 
in  accoixlance  with  a  general  movement.  Thev  were  doinjr  a  jjood 
business,  however. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  Henry  Alexander,  .Jr.,  was  elected  mayor  over 
Willis  Phelps,  democrat.  A.  T.  Kolsom  did  not  get  the  republican 
nomination  for  city  clerk,  but  the  democrats  accepted  him,  and  he 
was  elected.  Mr.  Folsom  has  proved  by  long  and  faithful  service 
one  of  Springfiehl's  iK'St  clerks.  lie  overhauled  and  filed  the  do(ui- 
nients  and  loom*  pai>ers  of  that   olUce,  and  after  months  of  dreary 
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sortiug  the  papers  were  put  in  packages  and  boxes  in  chronological 
ami  topical  order.  To  Mr.  Folsom^s  luetlKxls  and  industry  is  doe 
the  present  admirable  condition  of  the  city  clerk's  office. 

The  local  canvass  of  the  autunm  of  18f>3  was  very  much  mixed  io 
reference  to  representatives.  The  attempt  to  return  Trask,  Harris, 
and  Mosely  to  the  Legislature  failcnl.  In  Ward  4  Warner  C. 
Sturtevant,  republican,  and  £.  W.  Hond,  democrat,  were  tied. 
Daniel  L.  Harris  ran  in  Ward  5  as  an  independent  repablican,  and 
Titus  Amadou,  republican,  was  elected  in  Ward  6.  Sturtevant  was 
8ul)8equently  electeil.  In  the  city  elections,  a  few  weeks  later,  ex- 
Mayor  Bemis  undertook  to  take  the  mayoralty  away  from  Ueniy 
Alexander,  Jr.,  and  failed  to  do  it,  by  five  hundre<l  votes.  Mayor 
Alexander  had  favoivd  macadamize<l  streets  and  nxxe  school- 
houses,  and  as  there  was  a  bolt  in  the  republican  ranks,  led  by  D.  L. 
Harris,  Mr.  Alexander's  reelection  was  a  genuine  triumph.  The 
aldermen  elected  were :  N.  W.  Talcott,  William  Patten,  N.  IX 
Briggs,  F.  H.  Harris,  Charles  Barrows,  W.  H.  Wilkinson,  Ytigil 
Perkins,  and  H.  E.  Moselv. 

William  S.  Shurtleff  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate 
and  Insolvency  in  the  place  of  Judge  John  Wells,  resigned,  in  Sep- 
tember, li^<>3.  Mr.  Shurtleff  had  made  a  good  record  as  register  of 
the  court  for  several  years.  We  will  s|>eak  presently  of  his  oowmand 
of  tlu'  Forty-sixth  Regiment,  which  hail  just  left  the  service. 
Sanmel  B.  SjKK)ner  succeeded  Shurtleff  as  register. 

A.  D.  Briggs,  republican,  was  elected  mayor  in  1864  without  op- 
lx>sition.  Heury  Alexander,  Jr.,  was  elected  State  senator,  ami 
Horace  J.  Cliapin,  Charles  A.  Winchester,  and  L.  H.  Taylor  werv 
sent  to  the  Ix^gislature.  A.  N.  Menick  was  elected  county  conunis- 
sioner,  Charles  R.  Ladd,  county  tivasuivr,  and  James  K-  Russell, 
register  of  deeds. 

Lewis  H.  Taylor,  a  "  prof  under,"  made  an  unsuccessful  attem|>t 
in  180.')  to  prevent  Mayor  Briggs's  reelection ;  and  Willis  Phelps  was 
quite  as  unsuccessful,  the  next  year,  to  pn»vent  a  third  term  for  Mr. 
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Itriggs,  \tIio  com  inn  II  lied  thi'  genornl  ctinflttencr  of    the  business  com- 
munity, anil  he  was  also  a  man  of  substantial  permiial  qualities. 

Tlie  Baptists  beltl  a  scin ice ulei mini  celebration  In  May,  1B61. 
Tbe  Itaptist  Church  was  organi/.eil  in  Iftll,  at  Hie  icuiilenee  of  Solo- 
iiiou  C'hapiu,  at  tlie  wnter-Hbop,  with  iiiueteen  ineniliera.  Tbe  first 
o<liHcc  was  built  Id  18^1,  near  the  water-sliojis,  Itev.  Allen   Hough, 


IKintui' :  the  iseeuuil,  at  Itic  corner  of  Mniilc  niiit  KItilbcrry  streets,  in 
\K.)C. ;  anil  tlie  third,  on  Main  street,  was  liwUcatal  in  1847.  In  IftCl 
Dr.  lile  was  the  Itaptist  njwslle  in  thew  parts. 

'I'liice  full  rcginii'iits  were  organix.eil  at  Springfield  during  the  War 
of  till-  Hel«lliiin.  The  Tenth  Massachusetts  VoluntetTB  was  one 
of  llie  first  enlinteil,  anil  nuistered  for  three  years'  service.  It  was 
conii>osi'd  aliiiosl  entiri'ly  of  tbi?  militia  coiiii>anies  of  western  Mas- 
sacbuni'tt!^,  veiii'ganizcd  to  meet  the  i'i'iiiiin>ments  of  the  national  ser- 
vice.     It  eneiimpeil  on  Hamixleu   park,  the  first  companies  arriving 
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on  the  31st  of  May,  1861,  the  others  following  with i a  a  few  «lays. 
The  Si»nngfiekl  City  Guard  fornKnl  one  of  the  eom])ani<^,  and  in  the 
or<!:anization  of  the  regiment  was  known  as  Comiiany  F.  Its  oHicers 
were:  Captain,  ITosea  C.  Loinhanl ;  1st  lieutenant,  Hiram  A.  Keith; 
2(1  lieutenant,  (ieorge  W.  Higelow.  The  other  officers  of  the  reginient 
from  Springfield  wrre  :  1st  lieutenant  and  adjutant,  Oliver  EdwanU: 
chaplain,  Hev.  Frederick  A.  Harton ;  captains,  Fre<leriek  Barton. 
Joseph  K.  Newell,  George  W.  Higelow,  Homer  G.  Gilmore,  and 
Edwin  L.  Knight ;  1st  lieuU^nants,  U^'ron  Porter,  L.  Oscar  Eaton,  Ed- 
win H.  Hartlett,  and  Levi  Ross:  2d  lieutenants,  James  Knox,  Henry 
E.  Crane.  In  tlie  non-c*ommissioned  staflf  were  E.  K.  Wilci^x  and 
Roslin  W.  Howies,  sening  as  sergeant-majors.  Lieutenant  Hartlett 
was  killed  on  tlie  l^th  of  May.  1^04,  at  Spottsylvania.  Tht-  regi- 
ment was  reviewed  by  Governor  Andrew  and  staff  on  the  l(»th  €»f  Julv, 
and  five  days  later  was  pres^'uteii  with  SUite  and  national  colors  of 
unusual  magnificence  by  the  ladies  of  Springfield:  Mrs.  Barnes,  the 
wife  of  Gen.  James  Barnes,  making  the  presentation. 

Next  day  the  regiment  took  cars  for  Medford,  where,  in  Camp 
Adams,  on  the  Mystic  river,  it  found  very  agreeable  quarters,  id 
which,  jK-rfecting  itself  in  drill  and  discipline,  it  reiuaine<l  till  the 
2.>th,  when  it  left  the  State  for  Washington. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  was  made  up  from  the  four  western 
counties  of  the  State,  under  the  call  for  five  new  regiments,  issued 
the  1st  of  September,  1«SG1,  which  later  formed  the  Massachusetts 
quota  of  the  •"  Burnside  Expe<lition.''  The  duty  of  recruiting  and 
organizing  the  command  was  assigned  to  Horace  C.  Lee,  of  Spring- 
fiehl,  who  iiad  had  large  experience  in  militia  matters.  He  had  just 
before  been  offered  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-first  Regi- 
ment, then  in  camp  at  Worcester.  Accepting  instead  the  wid^r  fiild  of 
usefulness,  Mr.  Lee  caused  recniiting  offices  to  be  opened  in  ten  of 
the  principal  towns  of  the  district  on  the  10th,  and  in  a  few  davii 
several  of  the  companies  were  well  filled ;  and  Camp  Reed,  at  Spring- 
fiehl,  — so  nameil  in  honor  of  (Quartermaster-General  Reed,  of  Massa- 
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chiist'tts,  —  situated  a  mile  east  of  the  national  armory,  was  appointed 
as  the  place  of  rendezvous.  Two  companies  arrived  on  the  IDth, 
others  followed  in  a  day  or  two,  and  the  regiment  rapidly  took  form, 
the  last  of  the  companies  reporting  on  the  24th. 

In  the  organization  of  the  regiment  Springfield  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing orticers  :  Colonel,  Horace  C.  Lee  ;  surgeon,  George  A.  Otis  ;  cap- 
tains, Gustavus  A.  Fuller,  Walter  G.  Bartholomew,, and  Horace  K. 
C'ooley ;  1st  lieutenants,  John  W.  Trafton,  Peter  S.  Bailey,  Ed- 
ward K.  AVilcox,  and  George  Warner;  2d  lieutenant,  W.  Chapman 
Hunt.  Fra  B.  Sampson,  William  A.  White,  and  William  H.  Cooley 
were  subsequently  commissioned  second  lieutenants  in  the  regiment. 
Many  of  the  line  officers  received  promotion.  Captain  Bartholomew 
becoming  lieutenant-colonel.  Edward  K.  Wilcox,  having  attained  the 
rank  of  captain,  was  killed  at  Cold  Harbor  on  the  3d  of  June.  He 
was  at  the  time  on  staff  duty,  but  seeing  his  regiment  about  to  en- 
gage in  a  desperate  charge  on  the  enemy's  works,  he  sprang  in  front 
of  the  line,  cheering  them  forward,  but  meeting  a  soldier's  fate  in 
the  act  of  s(;aling  the  enemy's  works. 

The  regiment  was  reviewed  on  the  1st  of  November  by  Governor 
Andrew,  and  the  next  day  camp  was  broken,  a  train  of  twenty- 
one  cars  taking  the  connnand  westward  over  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Forty-sixth  Regiment,  recniited  for  the  nine  months*  service, 
in  the  autumn  of  18G2,  was  composed  of  Hamfxlen  county  men, 
and  gathered  at  Camp  N.  P.  Banks  during  September  and  OctolK*r, 
the  camp  being  commanded  by  Colonel  Walker,  of  Spring- 
field. Company  A  was  a  Springfield  organization,  and  was  officered 
by  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Six)oner,  1st  Lieut.  Lewis  A.  Tifft,  and 
2d  Lieut.  Daniel  J.  Marsh.  It  was  in  some  respects  a  notable 
organization,  being  largely  made  up  of  young  business  men  of  the 
city. 

Another  company  was  organizeil  in  the  summer  of  1864  for  the 
one  hundred   days'    service,  and    was   attached    to   the   Forty-sixth 
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Massachusetts  Regiment  as  Company  A,  having  as  officers  Caj*t. 
Lewis  A.  Tiflft,  1st  Lieut.  Gideon  Wells,  2d  Lieut.  Chaunc^v 
Hiekox,  all  of  Springfield. 

William  S.  SliurtlelT  went  out  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Fortv- 
sixth,  becoming  colonel  in  January,  1863,  on  the  resignation  of 
Colonel  Ik>wler.  In  fact,  the  ix»giment  was  under  his  coiuuianil  dur- 
ing most  of  its  tenn  of  service,  and  to  his  abOity  o^re<l  much  of  its 
excellent  reputation.  Colonel  Sliurtleff  was  well  qualifieil  to  havf 
filled  a  i)osition  of  greater  hniK>rtance.  lie  enlisted  as  a  private  iu 
Company  A,  Forty-sixth  Regiment,  was  chosen  fii*st  lieutenant  on  the 
oi'ganizationof  the  company,  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  before  taking 
the  field,  and  colonel  \\\)0\\  the  resignation  of  Colonel  liowler.  At  the 
time  of  his  promotion  Captain  Si)Ooner  was  made  major.  Henry  M. 
Morehouse,  of  Springfield,  was  (juarti'rmaster  during  the  regiment*> 
service.  The  regiment,  being  filled  to  its  maximum,  was  onlereil  on 
the  1st  of  November  to  prepaiv  for  <leparture,  and  left  on  the  oth  for 
Boston,  whence  it  at  once  sailed  for  North  Carolina. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Regiment,  although  oi*ganize<l  at  Pittsfield,  divw 
largely  from  Springfield  for  its  olllcers  and  men.  Company  1  l»eing 
whollv  and  Companv  K  largrlv  recruite<l  from  the  citv.  Of  ii> 
ollicei*s,  Col.,  afterward  (ien.,  Oliver  FLdwaixls,  Maj.  Kugene  A. 
Allen,  Capts.  Hugh  Donnelly.  John  li.  Malloy,  George  H.  CLandley. 
Francis  E.  (iray,  1st  Lieuts.  William  A.  Calhoun,  .J.  Newton 
Fuller,  Charles  Plu'lp>,  and  Jami's  O'Connor,  and  2d  Lieut>. 
^lichael  Harrigan,  Robert  A.  (^ray,  and  Joseph  Follausl>ee  were 
from  Springfield.  Tlu*  last  named  was  the  only  one  of  this  nuniU*r 
to  die  in  service,  he  being  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  On  its  ri'turn  from  service  aftiT  the  close  of  the  war 
this  regiment  received  a  fitting  ovation  at  the  City  Hall,  ou  its  way  to 
be  nmstered  out  at  Keadville. 

There  were,  besides,  several  companies  in  other  regiments  princi- 
pally or  largi'ly  made  up  of  Springfield  men.  Such  Avas  Company  H. 
of   the  Eight li  Regiment,  which  served  from  Oct.  30,  18G2,  to  Xxxz. 
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7,  18fi.S,  Capt.  George  R.  Davis  and  Ist  Lieut.  William  J.  Landen 
being  from  Springfield,  while  the  enliste<l  men  were  about  equally 
divided  between  that  city  and  Boston.  The  same  company,  re- 
organized, went  out  again  for  one  hundred  days,  from  the  20th  of  July 
to  the  10th  of  November,  18G4.  Its  commissioned  officei*s  at  that 
time  were  Capt.  William  J.  Landen,  1st  Lieut.  Charles  R.  Wood, 
and  2d  Lieut.  John  Thayer,  —  all  of  Springfield.  Company  H,  Forty- 
second  Regiment,  Capt.  George  M.  Stewart,  for  the  one  hundred  days' 
term,  was  recruited  here.  The  Thirteenth  Unattached  Company, 
Heavy  Artillery,  —  afterwards  Company  1,  Third  Massachusetts 
Heavy  Artillery,  —  which  served  from  Feb.  10,  18G4,  to  Sept.  26, 
18(>ri,  was  made  u^)  of  Springfield  mechanics,  and  after  joining  the 
Army  of  the  James  served  as  a  special  engineer  corps,  being  in  charge 
of  one  of  the  ponton  trains.  Of  its  ollicers,  Capt.  Oliver  J.  Bixby, 
1st  Lieut.  John  F.  E.  Chamberlain,  and  2d  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Ladd, 
were  Si)ringfield  men.  The  Thirtieth  Unattached  Company  Heavy 
Artillery,  which  served  from  Sept.  1,  1864,  to  June  16,  1865,  was  raised 
at  Springfield,  tlie  orticers  from  that  city  being  1st  Lieut.  Morrill  Pres- 
cott  and  2d  Lieut.  Samuel  R.  Siskron. 

Of  Springfield  oHicers  serving  in  other  commands  the  following 
may  be  mentioned :  Col.  Janu*s  Barnes,  Surg.  David  P.  Smith, 
Asst.  Siu'g.  Edwin  F.  Silcox,  Capt.  James  D.  Orne,  and  2d  Lieut. 
John  D.  Isbell  (died  in  service  July  16,  1862),  of  the  Eighteenth 
Regiment;  1st  Lieut.  Wells  Willard  (afterward  captain  in  the 
Thirty-fom-tii),  1st  Lient.  Asa  E.  Hay  ward,  and  2d  Lieut.  James  W. 
Hoi)kins,  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment;  Ist  Lieuts.  Joseph  L.  Hal- 
lett  and  Frank  A.  Cook  (died  at  Baton  Rouge,  Aug.  6,  186.*l),  and 
2d  Lieut.  Martin  M.  Pulver,  of  the  Thirty-first  Regiment;  Capt. 
George  W.  Thompson  (killed  in  action,  Sept.  19,  1864),  and  2d 
Lieut.  J.  Austin  Lyman,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment;  Capt. 
Watson  W.  Bridge,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment;  Capt.  Robert  J. 
Hamilton  and  1st  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Mutell,  of  the  Fifty-fifth;  Asst. 
Surg.  Jerome  E.   Roberts,  of  the  Fifty-sixth ;  2d   Lieuts.  Henry  B. 
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Fiske  an<l  Gi»oi*ge  S.  Greene,  of  the  Fifty-seventh ;  Asst.  Smg. 
Albi^rt  R.  Rice,  of  the  Foity-uinth ;  Capt.  Ira  B.  Sampson,  1st 
Lieuts.  Alfred  II.  Kinsley  and  Horace  L.  Clark,  of  the  Second 
Heavy  Artillen' ;  2(1  Lieut.  Willard  Ilolden,  of  the  Third  Heavv 
Artillerv :  Asst.  Sui-jr.  Homer  II.  Warner  and  2d  Lieuts.  Horace  M. 
Butler,  Georjj:e  Howe,  and  George  D.  Davis,  of  the  First  Cavalry: 
2d  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Philli[)s,  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry. 

Brevet  Brig.-(ien.  Honiee  C.  lA»e  was  city  clerk  and  treasuro" 
of  Springfield  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his  eminent 
niilitarv  eapaeities,  by  which  he  had  several  vears  before  risen  to  the 
rank  of  eolnnel  and  acting  brigadier  in  the  State  militia,  made  it 
desirable  that  his  services  should  l>e  secured  for  his  country.  On 
the  2:^d  of  Augu^>t,  l^i<)l,  he  was  olTered  the  second  place  in  Urn 
field  of  the  Tweuty-tlrst  Regiment,  then  being  formed,  and  went  to 
Boston  to  accept  it,  when  he  wa.s  given  authority  to  liaise.  In  weilga 
Ma>»acliusi'tt.^,  one  of  live  reginienta  which  had  just  been  authoriaed. 
This  he  did ;  an<l  on  the  20th  of  September  was  ooi 
ci»louel  of  the  Tweuty-seventh  Regiment,  forming  a  |)art  of  the 
side  expedition  to  Noith  Carolina.  He  ably  commanded  the 
ment  at  the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island  and  Newbern,  and  until  July  •!, 
1H«)2,  when  he  t<N>k  command  of  the  brigade,  leading  it  in  the  Trenton, 
Tarbon/,  autl  liold»l>oro*  ex[xKlitions,  and  winning  praise  for  the  able 
h:indling  of  hib  troops  in  repulsing  General  Clingman*s  attack  at  the 
latter  place.  He  wa^  recommended  by  General  Foster  for  promoCioo 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier ;  but  the  commission  was  not  granted,  on 
account  of  the  number  already  given  to  Massachusetts  officers.  On 
the  departun-  of  (ieneral  Burnside  he  was  ap|)ointcd  provost-marshal- 
general  of  North  Carolina,  and.  later,  of  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the  office  was 
abolished  by  General  Butler,  in  January,  1^JG4.  He  then  served  upon 
conmiissions  and  couit-martial  until  the  o[)ening  of  the  caiu^)aign,  in 
May  following,  when  he  resumed  command  of  his  regiment,  leading 
it  at  AValthal  Junction,  Arrowtield  Church,  and  Drewry's  Bluff.     In 
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the  latter  engngement  he  was  inade  prisooiT  with  a  lai^e  portion  of 
bis  coinmanil,  and  was  confined  in  Lihl)y  i)risou  aud  at  Macon,  Ga. 
From  the  latter  place  he  was  removed,  Jiute  10,  and,  with  many  other 
Union  otlicera  of  like  i-ank,  jilnoed  Tiinler  the  lire  of  Federal  batteries 
at  Cliarleston,  S.C.     Ueiiig  exchanged,  ou  the  2d  of  August,  1864, 


lie  went  North  on  a  month's  fni'loiigh,  Imt  letiinied  to  Foi-trews  Monroe 
in  time  to  intei^iept  his  n'giment,  then  under  orders  for  Xoi-tL  Cantliiia, 
and  [U-ocnrfd  the  return  to  Massaehn setts  of  those  whosi;  time  was 
al>ont  to  ex[iire.  He  was  mustered  ontof  sen'ice  with  theni,  hieptem* 
ber  -il,  1«(M,  awl  for  rneriloiious  Bcrvice  ivceived  a  well -de  served 
hivvet  of  brigadier-general,  dating  from  ^laix-li  Ki,  l«6.i.  lie  then 
served  four  yeai's  in  the  Itost4)n  C'nstom-I louse,  uud  twelve  years  as 
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postmaster  of  SpringtieUl,  dying  June  22,  1884,  soon  after  vacatiiig 
the  latter  ollice. 

Hrevet  Maj.-(Teii.  James  Harnes,  of  Springfield,  was  graduated  from 
the  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  in  the  class  of  1829.  He  |)assed 
a  year  there  as  assistant  instructor,  UH>k  i»art  in  the  Black  Hawk 
ex|>*Mlition  of  1832,  and  during  the  uullitication  conti-oversy,  30i»n 
after,  was  staticmed  at  Charleston  harlK)r.  He  then  ivtumed  to 
West  Point  as  assistant  instructor,  and  served  thixn;  years,  when  he 
resigned  his  comniission  in  1830.  He  became  noted  as  a  civil 
engineer  and  a  builder  of  railroads,  and  was  engaged  in  lai'^e  business 
enterprisi's  when  the  war  broke  out.  Hut  neither  his  business  interests 
nor  his  advancing  age  and  the  comforts  of  home  life  could  stand 
between  this  pure-minded  patriot  and  the  ser\*ice  of  his  country,  and, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  <m  the  twenty-sixth  of  July,  18(>1,  he  was 
commissioneil  colonel  of  the  Kighteenth  Mass:ichusetts  Volunteers. 
He  conmianded  his  fine  regiment  with  signal  ability  initil  after  the  close 
of  the  Peninsular  campaign,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
Martindale*s  Brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and,  dating  from  the  2i»th 
of  November,  18r)*J,  w:is  promoted  to  brigadier-genei*al  of  volunteers, 
lie  was  in  conmiand  of  the  brigade  during  the  Antietam,  Fi-edericks- 
burg,  an<l  (.'hancellorsVille  campaigns,  and  at  (iettysbui*g  had  liseu 
to  the  command  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps.  Lea<ling  his  com- 
mand to  the  relief  of  the  Union  left,  near  the  close  of  the  second  dav's 
battle,  he  was  woun<led.  and  did  not  again  return  to  active  duty  in 
the  field.  After  the  battle  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  defences 
at  Norfolk,  \'a.,  and  vicinity,  then,  in  succession,  of  St.  Clary's  Dis- 
trict and  tile  eneani|Mnent  of  Confederate  prisoners  at  Point  r.KX»kout, 
Md.,  where  he  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war,  receiviiiir  the  brevet 
of  major-general  of  volunteers,  from  March  13,  18Go.  lie  ivmaiueil 
in  commission  until  January  ir>,  1801;,  when  he  was  nnisteivd  out,  and 
retunied  to  his  home,  but  never  regained  his  health,  d^ing  there  on 
the  12th  of  Februarv,  18<;i». 

Brevet  Maj.-(ien.  Olivt^r  Edwards   entered  the  senice  as  adjutant 
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of  the  Tentli  Keginient,  but  was  soon  detailed  as  senior  aide  on  the 
stalT  of  Gen.  I).  X.  Couch,  (;onnnanding  the  division,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  served  with  distinction  until  early  August,  1863,  when  he 
was  commissioned  major  and  directed  to  organize  the  Thirty-seventh 
Keginient,  or  which  he  was  made  colonel.  He  served  in  that  capac- 
ity until  May  0,  l.'^(U,  when  he  was  given  command  of  his  brigade, 
which  he  retained  from  Spottsylvania  to  Petersburg.  On  the  (»th  of 
July  the  renuiants  of  the  brigiule  were  transferred  to  tlie  Third  Bri- 
gade, First  Division,  Sixth  Cori)s,  Edwards  still  retaining  the  com- 
mand, and  with  this  force  he  fought  at  Fort  Stevens  and  0|H?qnan  in 
the  campaign  against  Early.  At  the  latter  battle  Edwards  com- 
nunided  the  division  after  the  death  of  General  Russell  and  the 
wounding  of  General  ri>ton,  and  in  recognition  was  made  post  com- 
mandant at  Winchester,  with  his  brigade*  and  some  other  troops  as 
garrison.  This  jxisition  he  retained  for  some  time  after  the  return  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  to  Petersburg  to  rejoin  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  was  offered  byCieneral  Sheriilan  the  position  of  provost-marshal- 
general  on  his  staff ;  but  Edwards  i^referreil  the  connnand  of  his  old 
brigade,  to  which,  at  his  own  re^juest,  he  was  returned  in  February, 
IMd;').  In  the  assault  of  April  2,  on  the  lines  at  Petersburg,  his  bri- 
gade took  an  important  part,  being  the  lirst  to  break  through  the  Con- 
federate works,  and  next  morning  (General  Edwards  received  from 
the  mayor  of  Petersburg  the  surrender  of  the  city,  very  soon  after  its 
evacuation  bv  (General  Lee.  For  his  services  at  this  time  he  re- 
CM'ived  the  connnission  of  brigadier-general,  to  date  from  May  19, 
having  been  brevetted  for  his  gallantry  at  Opetjuan;  and  in  the 
sharp  light  at  Sailor's  Cret'k,  April  (I,  he  won  the  bivvet  of  major- 
general.  On  the  loth  of  January,  1«S(J(;,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  United  States  ^ervi(•e. 

The  hospitality  of  the  i)eoi)leof  Springtiehl  was  continued  through- 
out the  war.  The  crowning  effort  in  that  direction  was  the  great 
Soldiers*  Fair,  lieM  in  City  Hall,  DecrmlHU-  22,  18(54.  when  the  iK'ople 
of  the  city,  joined  by  all  the  neighboring  connnunities,  made  a  lavish 
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outiiounujr  of  their  ineaiis  to  lu*lp  carry  ou  the  ^*at  work  of  caring 
for  the  sohliers'  iietnls.  In  this  eoniiectioii  it  mav  be  nientiooed  that 
during  the  entire  i>erio<l  of  the  war  no  Ixxiy  of  soldiers  was  alloweti 
to  pass  thron<rh  tlie  city,  no  niatt**r  whence  they  eauie,  or  what  their 
destination,  witliout  receivinir  such  foo<i  and  care  as  their  ciream- 
Stances  ini^rht  requiiv.  An  es|)ecially  notable  incident  of  this  nature 
was  the  passing  through  the  city,  on  the  xthof  October,  1861,  late  in 
the  evening,  of  the  tnjops  under  command  of  Senator  Wilson,  eon- 
Bisting  of  llie  Twentv-si'cond  Keiriment,  of  which  he  was  eolouel.  the 
Third  Battery,  and  thr  Si*cond  Company  of  Sliaq>shooters,  —  all  of 
which  liad  l>t*en  recruite<l  at  Keadville  under  his  ix*n>oual  siiper^'ision. 
Tiie  enli.>ted  men  were  fed  in  the  cars,  the  officers  at  the  ^fassa^^oit 
Hotel,  and  from  the  IkUcouv  there  Colom-l  Wilson,  iutixxiiieed  l»v 
Mayor  Hemis.  addresst^il  the  immense  gathering  of  iHH>plf,  after 
which  the  ti*ain  pnx-eede<l  on  its  way. 

The  home  demonstrations  were  many  of  them  notable.  On  Wrtsh- 
ington's  birthday.  \>^iVl.  Mayor  Bemis,  in  the  City  Hall,  produceii  the 
rel>el  tings  caplure<l  l»y  Colonel  Lt-e's  regiment  at  Koanoke  Island. 
Then  Judge  Chapman  rea<l  Washington's  farewell  address. 

But  thu  most  nu-moi-able  days  were  those  when  Spriiiglield  wtrl- 
conifd   back  from  the  Held  of  war  her  broken  regiments. 

The  first  to  return  was  the  Forty-sixth  Kegiment,  which  aftiT  ita>  nine 
months'  survicr  camr  back  to  Springtield  on  the  21st  of  .Iiilv,  18«»3. 
It  was  weU-onuMl  by  Mayor  Henry  AK'xan<ler,  Jr.,  Colonel  Sburtleff 
ivsiX)nding.  an<l  a  collation  was  serve<l  at  City  Hall,  the  ivgiuKut 
being  mustere<l  out  a  week  later  at  llampdeu  park.  It  w:is  almost  a 
year  before  the  shattered  remnant  of  the  Tenth  Kegiment  arrivcnl,  Juue 
2o,  1804,  its  three  years  of  service  having  been  honorably  lilloil.  It 
received  a  very  enthusiastic-  reception  at  Court  s<|uare,  lK*ing  welcometl 
by  Mayor  Alexamler,  Colonel  Parsons  nsponding,  and  the  usual  col- 
lation lieintr  furnished  in  City  Hall.  The  Twenty-seventh  came  on 
the  20th  of  Septemlier  following,  and  its  reception  was  of  a  simi- 
lar   nature,    (jeueral   Lee    and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bartholomew  re- 
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sponding  to  the  welcome  by  Mayor  Alexander  and  ex-Mayor  Bemis, 
aud  a  hundred  and  fifty  young  ladies  singing  songs  of  welcome. 
The  Thirty-seventh,  its  period  of  service  ended  by  the  closing  of  the 
war,  passed  through  the  city  on  the  24th  of  June,  1865,  on  its  way  to 
Readville,  to  be  mustered  out ;  but  with  Springfield's  pride  in  the 
regiment  it  was  not  allowed  to  pass  without  a  rousing  reception. 
Alderman  N.  A.  Leonard  made  the  speech  of  welcome,  in  the  absence 
of  the  mayor,  General  Edw^ards  responding,  and  a  collation  follow- 
ing at  the  City  Hall. 

After  the  war  the  fraternal  feelings  of  the  soldiers  of  the  city  and 
vicinity  found  expression  in  the  organization  of  E.  K.  Wilcox  Post, 
No.  IT),  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  on  the  Oth  of  August,  18G7. 
This  post,  ranking  among  the  largest  and  most  efficient  in  the  State, 
has  remained  the  sole  organization  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  embracing 
also  in  its  field  a  large  number  of  the  surrounding  towns.  It  has  at 
the  present  time  an  active  membership  of  over  five  hundred  members, 
and  is  well  equipped  for  its  work.  Its  commanders  have  been  :  H. 
C.  Lee,  L.  A.  TilYt,  IL  31.  Phillips,  J.  L.  Rice,  S.  C.  Warriner,  E.  A. 
Newell,  A.  11.  Smith,  J.  L.  Knight,  S.  B.  Spooner,  J.  O.  Smith,  E.  W, 
Lathrop,  J.  \V.  llersey,  C.  II.  Allison,  J.  11.  Hendrick,  Charles  IL 
Rust,  and  James  L.  Bowen.  In  connection  with  the  Post  is  an  efficient 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  a  prosperous  Camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans. 

We  close  this  record  of  Springfield  in  the  war  with  the  losses  she 
sustained  upon  the  field  of  battle  and  in  the  hospital  and  camp :  — 

Second  Regiment.  — Henry  O.  Howard,  Company  G,  kilUMl,  Cedar  Mountain; 
George  A.  Smith,  Company  K,  killed.  Cedar  Mountain;  John  Costello,  Com- 
pany I,  missing,  Antiet^im ;  Kufus  A.  Parker,  Company  1,  dicil  of  wounds, 
Gettysburg?. 

Xinik  Regiment.  —  Francis  Ash,  Company  E,  killed,  Spottsylvania. 

Tenth  Regiment. — Lieut.  K.  IJ.  Hartlett,  killed,  Spottsylvania;  Alonzo  C. 
Brewer,  Company  D,  killed,  Spottsylvania;  Thomas  F.  Burke,  Company  F,  killed, 
Malvern  Hill;  Thomas  S.  Gleason,  Company  F,  kilkMl.  Fair  (Jaks :  Silas  L.  Put- 
nam, ("ompany  F,  killeii,  Fredericksburg ;  .\sa  C.  Merrill,  Company  H,  killed.  Fair 
Oaks:  .lohn  K.  Ca«ey,  C-ompany  I.  kilie<l.  Wilderness;   Sergt.  Alva  C.  Phillips, 
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Company  E.  <\leA  of  wounfl*.  Gettysburg:  Corp.  Christian  LonscfaeTe.  Compftoy 
E.  'lii-Hl  of  wouuJ>.  Fair  Oak«:  Cliarlec  M.  liall.  Company  £.  died  of  wouDiis. 
MajA*-**  Hfii:hi»:  Geonre  G.  Strickland.  Company  F,  die<l  of  wounds,  Xrw 
Yurk :  Ehm-r  Crawfonl.  Company  E,  died.  Whit*-  Hou>e,  Va. :  Quintain  Jame- 
iMiii.  Conjpany  E.  die«i.  Wa^hi^gton.  D.C :  Mark  C.  Barnard.  Company  F,  «Hed, 
Washington.  D.C- :  Heuiy  M.  Hunt.  Company  F.  dic-l.  Wa^bington.  D.C- ;  Johc 
C  Squirvfr,  Conij*any  I.  dic-d.  Wa»liington.  D.C. 

Eleventh  Regiment.  — Lt-ouanl  Lewis.  Company  H.  «lit.tl.  Anderson ville. 

Fifteenth  Kefjiment.  — G<*orge  Walker,  Comiany  I.  mi$&iug.  BdJl^s  Slnff. 

Eighteenth  Regitnent.  —  Lieut.  John  D.  Isbell.  died :  Thomas  I>onovan,  Com- 
pany A.  kille<l.  Frt'^li-rickj'burjr :  Jackson  W.  Stebbins.  Compouiy  K,  killed. 
Mrcond  l^ull  Run. 

yineteenth  litgiment.  —  Benjamin  K.  Nichols.  Company  G.  dicrd  of  wounds. 
Augu-t  14.  1m;4. 

Tueutieth  Regiment.  — Sergt.  John  T.  Burke.  Company  K.  kille<l,  June  20. 
1m;4. 

Tu-enty-Ji/jft  Rtgi/nent.  — John  Dunn.  Company  B.  died  of  wounds.  May  1. 
lH*'r2:  (ieori.v  W.  Mixier,  Comiwiny  B.  killcMl.  Bethesda  Church;  Daniel  Pine, 
Conipa!jy  B.  «iie«l.  Uic]iniuntl.  Va. 

Tvtnty- second  Regiment.  —  Corp.  Eben  B.  Upton.  Company  B,  killed.  Wll- 
derne^»:  Wesley  Shultz.  Company  G,  die<l.  Washington,  D.C;  John  Davidson. 
Coniiiany  D.  liied.  Richmond.  Va. :  William  A.  Hart.  Comi>any  E.  died  of  wounds. 
While  Hou^e  Landing. 

Tuenty-ffmrih  Regiment.  —  Lawrence  Doyle.  Company  D.  died,  Newbem. 
X.(.'. :  Tiniutiiy  Hayes.  Company  D,  died.  Newbirn.  N.C :  Frank  C.  Brown, 
Company  F.  killed.  NewU-rii,  N.C. 

Tirenty-sifth  Regiment.  —  William  L.  Weston,  Company  B,  died,  Wilming- 
ton. N.C. 

Twenty-sere  nth  Regiment.  —  Killed,  ('apt.  Eihvard  K.  Wilcox.  June  3,  1S64, 
Cold  Harbor:  Rodolplm-^  L.  Baker.  Company  K.  Cold  Harbor;  Joseph  Dovle, 
Coniiiaiiy  F,  l)rewry".>  lIIutT:  ReuWn  \.  Richanls,  Coniiwiny  F,  Cold  Harbor. 
Died  of  Mound»,  —  Nailuiniel  1*.  Manley.  Company  D.  Fort  Monroe;  Fr*?*lericic 
(iutberlet.  Company  K.  Wa.-hiii'^ton.  D.C. :  Jonathan  1).  Miller,  Coiujiouiy  K, 
Fort  Miniroe;  Dennis  Sullivan,  ('onipany  K,  Newbem.  Died. — John  Douoran, 
Company  .V,  .\ndersonville:  John  R.  Burgess,  Coniiuiny  B,  Annapolis;  Alfred 
E.  Manley.  Company  1).  Newl^^rn :  Edward  G.  Kellogg.  Comi^aiiy  G.  Anderson- 
ville;  William  D.  Smith.  Wa>liingtoii ;  William  H.  Davy.  Company  I,  Anderson- 
ville;  Sylvester  Oliver,  Company  I.  Washington.  D.C;  Albert  W.  Vauifhn, 
Cumi>any   I,   Wasluiigton,   D.C:    Thomas   C    Alli»,    Company   K,    Savanuadi; 
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Joseph  Day,  Compauy  K,  Millon ;  James  B.  Hills,  Company  K,  Newborn;  John 
McGowan,  Company  K,  Amiersonvillc ;  Samuel  L.  Sherman,  Company  K,  Aug. 
IS,  18G4;  Thomas  Sullivan,  Company  K,  Xewbem;  John  M.  Whipple,  Compauy 
K,  Newbern.     Missing,  —  Kol>ert  McDonald,  Comjiany  K,  May  1(5,  18(>4. 

Twenty-eighth  Regiment.  — Andrew  Garvey,  Company  H,  died,  Kichmond. 

Twenty-ninth  Regiment.  —  Emile  Taubert,  Company  C,  died,  Arlington,  Va. 

Thirtieth  Regiment.  — William  Brady,  Company  I,  died.  New  Orleans. 

Thirty-first  Regiment.  —  Sergt.  William  Patch,  Company  G,  died.  New 
Orleans;  Thomas  Agin,  Company  G,  drowned  May  1),  18G5. 

Thirty-second  Regiment. — James  A.  Putnam,  Company  G,  died  of  wounds, 
May  13,  ISG-i ;  John  Quinn,  Company  I,  died;  Albert  P.  McCann,  died,  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Thirty -fourth  Regiment. — Capt.  George  W.  Thompson,  killed,  Winchester, 
Va.  ;  John  M.  Winans,  Compauy  D,  killed,  Ce<lar  Creek ;  Thomas  Gormley, 
Company  D,  died  of  wounds,  Annapolis,  Md. ;  William  Henry,  Company  D, 
killed,  Hatcher's  Run;  Frank  L.  Kimball,  Company  D,  killed,  Pietlmont;  John 
M.  Roach,  Company  D,  died,  Danville,  Va. 

Thirty-seventh  Regiment. — Killed,  Vincent  H.  Tanner,  Company  G,  Win- 
chester; Wiiruim  Whituey,  Company  G.  Wilderness;  Josiah  B.  Hawks,  Com- 
pany I,  Spottsylvania;  William  C.  Stockwell,  Company  I,  I'elersburg;  Clarkson 
H.  Decker,  Company  I,  Cold  Harbor;  (ieorge  P.  Kdvards,  Company  I,  Peters- 
burg; Edward  S.  King,  Company  I,  Spottsylvania ;  Augustus  E.  Pease,  Com- 
pany I,  Winchester;  Erastus  B.  Pease,  Company  1,  Cold  Harbor;  Edwin  O. 
Wentworth,  Company  I,  Spottsylvania;  Michael  Freeman,  Company  K,  Spott- 
sylvania; Timothy  McNamara,  Company  K,  Wilderness.  Died  of  wounds, — 
Lieut.  Joseph  Follans))ee,  May  23,  1804;  Edward  M.  Morley,  Company  A,  City 
Point;  Dennis  Driscoll,  Company  K,  Washington.  Died, — Alpheus  D.  Lathrop, 
Company  G,  Washington;  Martin  Luther,  Company  L  Springfield;  Al))ert  F. 
Brown,  Company  I,  Ilagerstown;  William  Daley,  ('onipany  1,  Brandy  Station; 
Edward  Dunn,  Company  I,  Harpi^r's  Ferr\' ;  James  O.  Lee,  Company  I,  Fort 
Hamilton;  Charles  E.  Stockwell,  Company  I,  Washington.  Missing,  —  Henry 
M.  Clark,  Company  A,  since  May  t>,  1SG4. 

Thirty-ninth  Regiment.  — Charles  Swan,  die«l,  Salisbury,  N.C. 

Fifty-fourth  Regiment.  —  Peter  B.  Johnson,  Company  A,  missing  in  action, 
July  IS,  18(>3;  Ralsez  R.  Townsend.  Company  A,  missing  in  action,  July  18, 
18r.3. 

Fifty-serenth  Regiment. — Killed,  Waldo  Sherman,  Company  C,  Spottsylvania; 
Thomas  Farrell,  Company  E,  Wilderness;  Robert  McCoy,  Company  E,  Wilder- 
ness; John  E.   Tuttle,   Company  G,   Wilderness;  William  Day,   Company  G, 
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Wildcrncds;  Thonias  Conway,  Company  I,  North  Anaa  river;  Albert  W.  iKwr. 
Company  K,  WiMcrness.  Die«l  of  woumla,  —  Dennin  I..ee,  Company  G,  Wa»li- 
inpton,  D.C. ;  George  W.  Benton,  Company  K.  May  12,  18r»4.  Died.  — Michael 
Powers,   Company  C,   Danville,   Va. ;    John   Donnelly,   Company    F).    BeTerh. 

X.J. 

Fifty-eighth  Regiment. — Francis  1*.  I^Mnon.  Company  G,  killed.  Peterslwrg. 

Sizty-Jirst  Regiment. — Eilwanl  M.  Bent,  Company  F,  die<!.  AVa«hingtoa; 
Simon  P.  Shepanlw)n,  Company  F.  ilieil,  August  23.  Xr^ut. 

Forty-sixth  Regiment.  —  Died.  —  Dexter  V.  Allen.  Company  A,  Baltimore: 
Henry  D.  Bartlett.  Company  A,  Newl>em,  N.C. ;  George  D.  Kiiigsley,  Compuiy 
A,  Xewlwrn,  N.C. 

First  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery.  —  Abril  Farrer.  Company  M,  died,  fieU 
hospital. 

Second  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery. —  Missing  in  action.  —  Michael  Fla\in,  Com- 
pany. I),  February  2.  1805;  James  Scanlan.  Company  G,  April  20,  18G4.     Died. 

—  Mark  Nalor,  Company  D,  Florence,  S.C. ;  Fre<lerick  Osbome,  CompaDy  F. 
Newbern,  N.C;  llenrj-  M.  Barden,  Company  G,  Florence;  Albert  W.  Bretrer. 
Company  G,  Andersonville:  Levi  G.  llarvcy.  Company  G,  AndersonviUe ;  John 
IlilpoM,  Company  G,  die<l,  prisoner;  William  H.  Leonard,  Newbern;  Charlet 
Seymour,  Company  G,  AndersonviUe;  George  H.  Phetteplace,  Company  H, 
Newbern. 

Third  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery.  —  Alexander  Coates,  Company  E,  died. 
Springfield;  All)ert  H.  Wood,  Comi>any  I,  dieil,  Richmond,  Va- ;  John  W. 
Tlioniii>.  Company  I,  drownetl  in  Api)omuttox  river. 

First  Regiment  Cavalry.  — Kdle*!. — Williiim  Maguiness.  Company  A.  Aklie: 
Daniel  F.  Milton.  Conip;iny  A,  Aldic;  James  W.  Kearney,  Company  I.  Vaughn 
road.  Died,  —  William  Allen.  Company  A,  Potomac  Creek;  Leander  F.  I*ierce, 
Company  D,  Potomac  Creek;  KeulH?n  S.  Bemis,  Company  E,  Acqnia  Creek; 
William  H.  Church,  AndersonviUe;  William  S.  Fuller,  Company  E,  Annapolis; 
Gilbert  L.  Miller,  Company  E,  AndersonviUe;  Clmrles  H.  Putnam.  Company  E, 
SpringticM ;  IIuImti  A.  Remington,  Company  E.  AndersonviUe;  John  Kirldand. 
Company  F.  Baltimore:  Perry  (.».  Merrill,  ComiKUiy  I,  Florence;  David  Mil- 
liaril.  Company  1.  Wai^hingtoii ;  Jacob  Pinseno,  Salisbury;  William  Collins, 
Company  K.  August  31.  1^*04;  Leonanl  Dinkel,  unassignetl  recruit,  Xoveniber 
6,  18G4 ;  John  L.   Harris,  unassigned  recruit.  Washington.     Missing  in  action. 

—  Living.ston  BalK:ock,  Company  F;   Irving  K.  Cheeney,  Company  F. 

Third  Regiment  Cavalry. — Joseph  11.  Sargent,  Company  A,  died,  Annapotis. 
Fourth  Regiment  Cavalry.  — Henry  T.  Morgan,  Company  B,  diinl.  Riclimood: 
Fre<lerick  Hale,  Company  G.  died,  Fort  Magruder,  Va. 
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Fifth  Regiment  Cavalry.  —  Isnac  H.  Dorscy,  Company  1),  died,  New  Orleans ; 
Howard  Long,  Company  F,  died,  Fort  Monroe;  Elisha  Ga^kins,  Comjiany  G, 
died,  I'oint  Lookout,  Md. 

Recapiiulaiion. — Killed,  59;  die<l,  88;  dietl  of  wounds,  18;  missing  10; 
drowned,  2;  total,  ICJ. 

We  have  now  reached  a  iM)iiit  in  our  long  story  where  it  is  custom- 
ary for  historians  to  pause.  The  imme<liate  past  is  fresh  in  the  miud  ; 
many  of  the  figures  are  still  with  us,  and  the  ob\'ious  obstacles  in 
dealing  with  this  period  is  apparent.  We  have  already  transgressed 
somewhat  the  rule  by  speaking  of  many  who  still  live  ;  but  this  seemed 
excusable  in  order  to  cover,  in  some  small  measure,  the  period  of  the 
great  war.  It  is  only  meagrely  presented,  and  much  is  left  for  the 
next  generation  to  arrange  and  select  for  preservation. 

What  remains  to  be  said  is  soon  told.  Springfield's  mayors  and 
the  dates  of  their  elections  were,  successively  :  Charles  A.  Winchester, 
republican,  1807,  18G8 ;  William  L.  Smith,  democrat,  1861),  1870; 
Samuel  \\.  Si)ooner,  republican,  1871,  1872;  John  M.  Stebbins,  demo- 
crat, 1873;  Hmei'son  Wight,  republican,  1871,  1875,  187G,  1877; 
Lewis  J  Powers,  democrat  and  citizens'  ticket,  1878  (republican 
ticket),  187!) ;  William  H.  Haile,  republican,  1880,  1881  ;  Henry  M. 
Phillips,  republican,  1882,  188:5,  1881;  Edwin  I).  Metcalf,  republi- 
can, 1885,  who  thus  was  in  ollice  during  the  Springfield  May  cele- 
bration of  1880. 

There  were  two  serious  fires  in  the  month  of  July,  1804,  one  at  the 
water-shops,  the  forging-shop  being  consumed,  at  a  loss  of  §50,000. 
On  the  2  Ith  of  July  fire  broke  out  upon  ^lain  street,  and  the  follow- 
ing buildings  were  destroyed  :  The  ^lusic  Hall  block,  corner  of  Main 
and  Pynchon  streets ;  the  adjoining  wooden  buildings  occupied  ])y 
Geo.  M.  Law  and  E.  Malley  ;  the  stables  of  the  Thonii)S()n  Express  Co.  ; 
the  American  Hook  and  I^adder  Company's  buihling ;  and  the  Hitch- 
cock block,  corner  of  Main  and  Pynchon  streets  ;  loss.  Si 22,000  ;  in- 
surance, 880,000.     The  loss  fell  the  heaviest  uixm  Tilly  Haynes,  the 
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owner  :iik1  builder  of  the  Music  Hall  block,  and  a  very  popular, 
public-spirited,  and  enterprising  citizen. 

The  most  extensive  conflagration  of  this  i)eriod  took  place  Sunday 
afternoon,  April  29,  1875,  it  l^eing  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  two 
hundredth  annivei*sary  of  the  burning  of  Springfield  by  the  Indians. 
The  fire  started  in  the  planing-mill  of  II.  M.  Conkey  &,  Co.,  Taylor 
street,  swept  away  8181,100  worth  of  proi)erty  on  that  stseet,  de- 
voured 875,000  un  Worthington  street,  cut  a  $191,200  hole  oat  of 
Main  street,  and  careened  into  Ik)nd  place  on  a  816,250  errand  ;  made 
Wight  avenue  824,800  the  |)oorer  :  levelled  dwelling-houses  In  Vemoo 
street  to  the  tune  of  899,:i50,  and  exhausted  its  strength  on  Water 
street  with  a  wind  up  of  88,200  ;  total,  8596,300  ;  insurance,  $44^,- 
270.  Total  buildings  lost,  50,  of  which  80  were  dwelling-houses. 
The  losses  of  820,000  and  over  are  here  added :  Merriam  &  Frosty 
840,000  ;  Stebbins  :Manufacturing  Company,  827,000  ;  Wason  Manu- 
facturing Company,  825,000;  A.  B.  Abbey,  830,000;  McKi^fat, 
Norton,  &  IlawUy,  825,000;  J.  S.  Hurlbut,  820,000  ;  C.  S.  Hnrlbot, 
840,000;  Livermore,  Swan,  &  Co.,  84r),000 ;  Joseph  Shaw  estate, 
840,000. 

Ui>on  Washington's  birthday,  1876,  an  elaborate  Washington  puty 
was  held  in  the  old  Parsons  tavern  now  on  Court  street.  The  huikl* 
ing  was  filled  with  ancient  furniture  and  bric-a-brac,  and  the  actois 
generally  apjH'ared  in  costumes  of  the  past. 

Several  clianges  in  .newspapers  took  place  after  the  war,  Henrv 
M.  Burt,  wlu)  started  the  *'  New  England  Homestead,"  at  North- 
amj^ton,  moved  tlie  pajK'r  to  Springfield  in  1867,  and  subsequently 
publisheil  the  ^'  Evening  Telegram."  In  1872  the  business  interests 
of  the  '' Springtield  Republican"  were  reoi*ganized.  Clark  W.  Brvan 
and  Mr.  Tapley  left  the  firm,  taking  the  job  printing,  and  forminff  the 
Clark  W.  Hryan  Company.  They  lK)ught  of  Lewis  H.  Taylor  the 
"  Springfield  Evening  rnion,"  f()unde<l  in  1«64  by  Edmuiul  Anthonv 
of  New  Bedford.  William  M.  Pomeroy  was  made  manaoring  editor, 
and  E.  II.  Phelps  local  editor.     The  '••L'nion"  devoloi>ed   marked 
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ability,  os[N'ci;iIly  as  to  local  iiowa,  imich    above  the  iisiial    run  of 
proviuciiil  tveniiig  papiTS. 

Ill  IHRl  Dea.  Joscpli  L.  Shipley  became  editor  of  the  '*  Union,"  and 
soon  iiftrrwaitl  seciiretl  a  controlling  interest  in  the  company.     Mr, 


Shipley  is  a  haril  worker  witbin  the  linea  net  by  liiH  pally,  and  bas 
fully  in.iintainfd  the  reputation  of  the  |)aper  in  the  local  Held.  Mr. 
liryan  ba<l  left  the  company,  anil  after  a  short  journalistic  experi- 
enee  in  Berkshire,  eatablisheil  a  printing-bouse  in  Ilolyukc.  which 
so  f^rew  upon  his  liamis  that  he  was  fort^ed  to  bring  bis  business  to 
Npriiiglield.     The  "  New  Kngland   HomesU'ad"  was  buiiglit  in  187)S, 
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l»y  E.  11.  Philips  and  11.  II.  San<liTs<jii,  and  a  city  edition  was  *tAr:-i 
a  f»*w  moutliN  latiT.  The  Plu'lps  Publishing  Company  was  orjiL- 
izi'd  in  ls«o,  and  the  '•  Farm  and  Home,"  an  agriealtural  i»ai-::, 
was  started  aUMit  the  same  time.  Both  this  jmper  aud  the  **  Ho::'':- 
stead  "  have  proved  jrreat  tinaneial  suctt»»8es. 

K.  aud  ('.  .1.  iM'Uamv  started  the  '•  Dailv  News"  in  !«><*»•  and  :> 
latter  suhsiMjunitly  >t'<'ured  his  brother's  interest.  Three  yearsi  latrr 
thr  claily  '•  I)ennK-r:it  "  was  started  by  a  company,  with  I-aw?..i 
Sibley  as  presidmt,  luit  it  was  s>hort-live<l.  lu  1^^7*<  Edward  Merrian. 
start^'d  a  iiiairaziiie  in  S[)rin<rrield  calUnl  the  "  Sunday  Afteruo^>D. " 
Kev.  Wasliington  (iladden,  islitor.  It  had  a  short  and  brilliaLi 
ean-er. 

'riirn*  is  oiu*  man  who  for  over  thirty  vears  wai$  an  es^ieurJL 
part  nf  Sprin^rtieM,  but  who,  from  the  nature  of  the  ease*  can  tv-ni- 
mand  but  comparatively  small  space  in  this  history.  The  thoujiL: 
of  Samih'I  Howle-^  was  the  thought  of  thousands  of  men  at  each  brtok- 
fa>t  table,  and  the  irritation  of  other  thousands.  He  was  a  (xjIiticiaL 
and  th«'  foe  (jf  jnilitieians  :  he  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  |M*rc«-i'- 
tioii>  and  a  fretjiient  ooud)atant  of  religionists ;  his  literature  wa* 
the  rerord  of  tli*'  hour,  and  his  rhett»ric  the  elegance  of  exactness  ati 
ter>»*  ditail :  his  phrasi-s  were  mo<lelled  by  the  exigencies  of  rapii 
]>n'paration  and  a  bii>y  ron>titueney.  He  was  a  lover  of  good  mvi: 
and  tin-  companion  of  m»'ii  of  a<'ti(m,  but  an  incorrigible  lx*lliiriTeLt 
\\\\v\\  \\w  jiid;;nu  lit  or  eharaeter  of  friend  or  foe  fell  below  his  $taD«i- 
ard.  Party  tit*s  were  as  nothing,  ueighl>orly  feeling  was  as  uothiniT. 
when  battliii;Lr  for  a  pul>lic  poliey  or  principle.  A  member  of  tliv 
Cobden  Clul",  lu*  aririied  for  a  ;iraduate<l  protei'tive  tariff  :  a  ehar.r: 
member  of  the  re[»nbliean  party,  he  struck  that  organizsitiou  a  fi:Il 
blow  in  the  faer  wliru  its  >tandard  fell  below  his.  Ho  grew  a&i 
l»roadene<l  and  mellowed  with  eaeh  exiK»rience  in  life.  Urilliant 
and  aggres>ivt-  in  his  youth,  >tern  and  oosmojwlitan  in  middle  life.  Lr 
was  fast  maturiiiir  to  <>ne  of  tlie  most  admirable  characters  of  lii? 
day,  whtn  d«atii  <hprived  him  of  an  age  of  distinction  and  wimIoil 
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by  K.  11.  Phelps  and  II.  II.  Sanderson,  and  a  city  edition  was  starteil 
a  few  months  later.  The  Phelps  Publishing  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  IssO,  and  the  *'  Farm  and  Home,"  an  agricultural  pa|>er- 
was  started  about  the  same  time.  Both  this  paper  and  the  **  Home- 
stead "  have  proveil  great  financial  successes. 

E.  and  C.  J.  liellamv  started  the  ''  Daily  News"  in  18X0,  and  the 
latter  subsequently  secured  his  brother's  interest.  Three  years  later 
the  daily  '•  Democrat  "  was  started  by  a  company,  with  Lawsc»n 
Sibley  as  president,  but  it  was  short-lived.  In  1878  Edward  Merriam 
started  a  magazine  in  Springfield  called  the  *-  Sunday  Afternoon." 
Kev.  Washington  Gladden,  editor.  It  had  a  short  and  brilliant 
career. 

There  is  one  man  who  for  over  thirtv  years  was  an  essential 
part  of  Springfield,  but  who,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  can  com- 
mand but  comparatively  small  space  in  this  history.  The  thought 
of  Samuel  Ik)wles  was  the  thought  of  thousands  of  men  at  each  break- 
fast table,  and  the  irritation  of  other  thousands.  He  was  a  politician 
and  the  foe  of  ix)liticians  ;  he  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  percep- 
tions and  a  frequent  combatant  of  religionists ;  his  literature  was 
the  record  of  the  hour,  and  his  rhetoric  the  elegance  of  exactness  and 
terse  detail :  his  phrases  were  moilelled  by  the  exigencies  of  rapid 
preparation  and  a  busy  constituency,  lie  was  a  lover  of  good  men 
and  the  companion  of  men  of  action,  but  an  incorrigible  belligerent 
when  the  judgment  or  character  of  friend  or  foe  fell  below  his  stand- 
ard. Party  ties  wert»  as  nothing,  neighlK)rly  feeling  was  as  nothing, 
when  battling  for  a  public  jwlicy  or  principle.  A  member  of  the 
C'obden  Club,  he  argued  for  a  graduated  protective  tariff :  a  charter 
member  of  the  republican  party,  he  struck  that  oi^anization  a  full 
blow  in  the  face  when  its  standard  fell  below  his.  He  grew  and 
broadened  and  mellowed  with  each  exi)erience  in  life.  Brilliant 
and  aggressive  in  his  youth,  stern  an<l  cosmoix>litan  in  middle  life,  he 
was  fast  maturing  to  one  of  the  most  admirable  characters  of  liis 
day,  when  death  deprived  him  of  an  age  of  distinction  and  wisdom 
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and  usefulness.  But  his  life  can  best  be  written  as  (teorge  iS.  Mer- 
riani  has  written  it,  —  in  the  setting  of  his  country's  history. 

For  many  years  there  was  not  a  session  of  the  Legislature  or  of 
Congress  that  was  a  stranger  to  the  figure  of  Samuel  Howies.  The 
corridor,  the  club,  the  banquet  board,  the  conference-room,  in  fact,  the 
resorts  of  public  men,  were  his  resorts ;  he  aided  in  planning  cam- 
paigns, forming  tickets  or  public  measures,  and  carried  his  shaq) 
lance  so  far  to  the  fore-front  that  he  was  sometimes  unhorsed,  like  other 
bold  riders.  "'  This  was  not  ahvay  the  case,"  he  said,  when  subscrib- 
ers complained  because  republican  postmasters  would  not  deliver 
the  "•  Kepublican "  after  it  had  come  out  for  Horace  Greeley  for 
President.  **  But  the  paper  will  recover  its  influence,"  he  added  ;  and 
it  did. 

A  more  dramatic  discomfiture,  but  one  challenging  deep  sympathy, 
he  had  experienced  some  years  before.  It  was  in  December,  18G8, 
while  Mr.  Bowles  was  talking  with  Murat  Halstead  of  the  ''Cincin- 
nati Commercial,"  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  that  an  officer 
arrested  him  and  hurried  him  off  with  unuecessarv  rudeness  to  Lud- 
low-street  Jail.  Many  prominent  men,  like  ChesUM-  A.  Arthur,  Hugh 
Hastings,  and  others,  were  refused  admission  to  the  jail,  and  the 
sheriff  carried  out  the  ])lan  of  the  journalist's  enemies  by  obstructing 
all  efforts  for  securing  his  release  on  bail  that  night.  This  was  the 
hour  of  Jim  Fisk's  triumph.  He  had  jailed  a  New  England  editor,  but 
at  II  o'clock  next  morning  Mr.  Bowles  regained  his  liberty.  A  wide 
newspaper  and  lawyer's  discussion  followed  this  extraordinary  episode. 
Mr.  Bowles,  by  his  brave  course  in  attacking  Fisk,  and  continuing 
to  attack  him,  had  earned  the  right  to  say  editorially :  "We  find 
some  consolation,  however,  in  the  aroused  spirit  of  the  press  and 
people,  which  gives  promise  of  greater  counige  and  foresight  here- 
after in  counteracting  the  selfish  schemes  of  adventurers  and  dema- 
gogues." Over  fifty  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Boston  sent  a  for- 
mal request  to  ^Ir.  Bowles  for  his  presence  at  a  dinner  in  his  honor. 
Mr.  Bowles  followed  his  natural  instinct  and  declined  ;   but  he   took 
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occasion  to  write  a  fine  letter  on  journalistic  ethics,  which  contained 
this  passage  :  *"-  My  own  observation  is  that  the  press  rarely  does  in- 
justice to  a  tlioroughly  honest  man  or  cause.  It  may  be  deceived 
with  regard  to  a  private  in(li\idual,  and  misrepresent  him  for  a  time, 
but  with  reference  to  public  men  and  measures  its  knowledge  is  more 
intimate  and  complete  than  that  of  any  other  agency  possibly  can  be ; 
and  I  know  that  it  withholds  unjustly  to  the  public  one  hundred 
times  when  it  speaks   wrongly  once  of  the  indi\idual." 

After  tlie  death  of  the  great  journalist,  his  son,  Samuel  Bowles, 
became  editor  and  publisher  of  the  "  Springfield  Republican.''  For 
several  years,  owing  to  the  precarious  health  of  his  father,  he  had 
been  called  ujK)n  to  follow  very  closely  the  couree  of  public  events, 
and  to  ins»|x*ct  liis  father's  wide  i)olitical  con*esi)ondence,  and  this, 
with  his  business  aptitude  and  industry,  gave  him  a  good  equipment 
for  his  heavy  res|K)nsibilities.  After  a  short  interregnum  the  edi- 
torial force  of  the  ''  Republican  '*  was  organized,  with  Solomon  Bidk- 
ley  Grilliu  as  managing  editor,  and  the  late  Wilmot  L.  Warren  and 
Charles  (^ooilrich  Whiting  as  his  two  iinjK)rtant  assistants  in  the 
fields  of  finance  and  literature.  All  three  had  won  their  spurs  under 
the  exacting  conditions  and  trying  onleal  of  Mr.  Ik)wles's  suiKTvision, 
and  were  notably  well  equipj>ed  to  carry  on  the  great  work  given  the 
**  Republican  "  to  do. 

The  churches  of  Springfield  enjoyed  a  steady  gi*owth  during  this 
period,  quite  up  to  the  material  increase  of  the  community.  There 
was  but  one  incident  that  conmiands  special  attention,  and  that 
was  the  refusal  of  a  Congregational  council  to  instidl  Rev.  James 
F.  Merriani  over  the  Indian  Orchard  Church,  November  7,  1H77. 
A  question  of  orthodoxy  was  involved.  Mr.  Merriam,  In  his  decla- 
ration of  faith,  had  said  :  *'■  In  regard  to  the  matter  of  the  eternal 
punishment  of  those  impenitent  at  death,  I  l)elieve  the  Bible 
does  not  teach  it :  nor  do  I  believe  it  teaches  the  contrai-y."  The 
Indian  Orchard  alTair  gave  rise  to  a  long  newspaper  discussion  that 
spread  all  over  the  country,  and  now  forms  a  chapter  of  the  relio:ious 
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bistory  of  the  Iftiid.  A  local  paper  sent  out  tlicse  questions  to  the 
uiuety-six  Congregational  miniisters  of  the  four  western  Maseachu- 
setts  counties :  — 

1.  Iki  you  teach  that  endless  conscious  sufforiDg  awaits  the  im- 
p<-niteut?  '2.  Would  you  have  voted  to  install  Rev.  Mr.  Merriani? 
The  auswcre  were:  Quostiou  No.  1  —  Yes,  41,  No,  4.  Questiou 
No.  2  —  Yes,  7.  No,  37.  No  questions  were  sent  to  the  Siiring- 
liehl  iiiinistfrs.  Tliey  stoo<l,  however,  Hve  to  two  ngainst  instal- 
lation. Many  ministers,  it  will  bo  seen,  chose  not  to  reply,  and 
some  who  did,  made  it  a  condition  that  their  naiiies  should  not  be 
published. 


CHAPTER   XXII. 
May  25,  1886. 

Preparing"  to  Celebrate  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  AuniTersary  of  the  Foundinjr  of 
the  Town.  —  The  Citizens'  Committee.  —  Service  of  Praise  at  the  First  Church.  — 
The  Loan  Exhibition.  —  Tuesday's  Ceremonies.  —  Hand  Concert.  —  Jud^e  Heniy 
Morris's  Address.  —  Judge  Wiiham  S.  Shurtleff's  Ode.  —  The  Banquet  at  the  MasA- 
soit  Hotel.  —  Interesting  After-dinner  Speeches.—  Ix'tters  of  Regret.  —  A  Briiliani 
and  Remaikahle  O*casion. 

There  are  few  memorial  occasions  which  Springfield  can  look  back 
upon  with  deeper  feelings  of  pride  and  felicitation  than  the  quarter- 
millennial  celebration.  May  25  and  26,  1886.  All  classes  of  citizens 
res|)onded  cordially  to  the  call.  The  city  government  made  a  gener- 
ous appropriation  ;  and  during  the  two  days,  when  the  city  was  over- 
whelmed with  honored  guests,  interested  sjKJCtators,  and  patriotic  and 
curious  crowds,  there  was  not  a  single  incident,  except  an  accident  to 
a  boy,  which  interrupted  the  current  of  general  rejoicing. 

Mayor  l^hillijw,  in  1885,  had  placed  the  matter  of  a  celebration 
in  the  hands  of  an  advisory  committee,  of  which  the  late  William 
L.  Smith  was  chairman.  A&  the  appropriations  would  have  to  be 
made  by  the  succeeding  city  govenmieut,  nothing  definite  was  done 
thus  early  beyond  drawing  up  a  |K^tition  to  the  Legislature  for  i>emii&- 
sion  to  appropriate  $10,000  for  the  celebration.  Upon  the  election 
of  ?>lwiu  I).  Metcalf  as  mayor  plans  took  definite  shape.  The 
mayor  appointed  a  committee  of  fifty  citizens  to  take  entire  charge 
of  the  memorial  sen-ices,  and  to  exiXMid,  at  their  discretion,  S9,.>00. 
The  committee  of  fifty  organized  with  Wm.  L.  Smith  as  chairman, 
and  to  his  executive  abilities  and  good  sense  was  due  much  of  the 
success  of  the  anniversary.     It  was  the  last  service  Mr.  Smith  ren- 
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dered  the  city  which  had  often  trusted  and  honored  him.  He  kept  a 
careful  eye  upon  the  general  proceedings  ;  and  the  committee  supple- 
mented this  by  faithful  service  in  elaborating  the  details  of  the  pro- 
gramme.    The  full  committee  of  fifty  was  as  follows :  — 

William  L.  Smith,  chairman ;  C.  C.  Spellman,  secretary :  W.  H.  Haile,  treas 
urer;  W.  S.  Shurtleff,  H.  S.  Hyde,  H.  M.  Phillips,  L.  J.  Powers,  E.  Morgan, 
Jas.  A.  Rumrill,  A.  B.  Wallace,  R.  F.  Hawkms.  H.  E.  Ducker.  C.  E.  Brown, 

E.  H.  Lathrop,  S.  C.  Warriner,  Daniel  J.  Marsh,  J.  D.  Gill,  E.  P.  Chapin,  J.  B. 
Carroll,  Theodore  Geisel,  Milton  Bradley,  C.  J.  Goodwin,  C.  W.  Mntcll,  E.  II. 
Phelps,  R.  O.  Morris,  L.  C.  Hyde,  George  II.  Bleloch,  T.  O.  Bemis,  S.  B. 
Spooner.  F.  W.  Dickinson,  Edward  Pynchon,  F.  II.  Stcbbins,  Dr.  C.  D.  Brewer, 
Willmore  B.  Stone.  P.  S.  Bailey,  E.  C.  Rogers,  II.  S.  Lee,  Geo.  H.  Queen,  E.  C. 
Washburn,  J.  D.  Safford,  Geo.  A.  Morton,  E.  A.  Newell,  Frank  D.  Foot,  J.  J. 
Toomey,  C.  C  Merritt,  A.  H.  Goetting,  Nathan  I).  Bill,  F.  A.  Judd,  Jas.  Mc- 
Kechnie,  Henry  W.  Blake. 

This  committee  ap])ortioned  the  work  among  themselves  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Executive  Committeee,  —  Wm.  L.  Smith,  chairman;  W.  H.  Haile,  H.  S.  Hyde, 
L   J.  Powers,  Jas.  A.  Rumrill,  II.  M.  Phillips,  Elisha  Morgan,  Nathan  D.  Bill, 

F.  W.  Dickinson,  D.  J.  Marsh,  W.  S.  Shurtleff.  C.  W.  Mutell,  R.  O.  Morris, 
R.  F.  Hawkins,  Geo.  H.  Bleloch,  Milton  Bradley,  L.  C.  Hyde. 

Committee  on  Parade.  —  D.  J.  Marsh,  chairman;  S.  B.  Spooner,  C.  W. 
Mutell,  R.  O.  Morris,  R.  F.  Hawkins,  Elisha  Morgan,  Geo.  H.  Bleloch,  H.  S. 
Hyde,  Milton  Bradley. 

Committees  on  the  Various  Periods  Represented  in  the  Parade.  —  1600.  R.  O. 
Morris,  chairman ;  F.  W.  Dickinson,  C.  J.  Goodwin,  E.  H.  Phelps,  W.  H. 
Huile. 

1635-1735.  R.  F.  Hawkins,  chairman;  C.  C.  Spellman,  S.  C.  Warriner,  J. 
I).  Gill,  E.  P.  Chapin,  F.  H.  Stebbins,  E.  C.  Rogers,  Geo.  H.  Queen. 

1735-1835.  E.  Morgan,  chairman;  S.  B.  Spooner,  C  W.  Mutell,  L.  C.  Hyde, 
P.  S.  Bailey,  E.  A.  Newell,  F.  A.  Judd,  H.  S.  Lee,  Geo.  A.  Morton. 

1835-1860.  G.  II.  Bleloch,  chairman;  H.  M.  Phillips,  A.  B.  Wallace,  E.  H. 
Lathrop,  T.  O.  Bemis,  Dr.  C.  1).  Brewer,  Edward  Pynchon,  A.  H.  Goetting, 
Frank  I).  Foot. 

1860-1886.  H.  S.  Hyde,  chairman;  L.  J.  Powers,  II.  E.  Ducker,  C  E.  Brown, 
Theodore  Geisel,  J.  J.  Toomey,  E.  0.  Washburn,  N.  D.  Bill. 
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r.KJo.  Milton  lirailli'v.  chairnian :  W.  S.  Shurtleff.  J.  B.  Carroll.  Wm.  L. 
Smith.  ('.  C.  Merriti.  \\.  B.  Stoiic.  H.  W.  Blake.  Ja».  McKechnie. 

Finance.  —  \V.  H.  Haile.  chairman:   H.  S.  Hvde.  L.  J.  FoMrer«. 

Banquet.  —  L.  J.  l^)\ven^.  chairman;  J.  D.  Satford,  P.  S.  Bailev.  Jai».  Mc- 
Kechnie.  Henn  W.  Blake. 

Jntitaitotis.  — .Jaj*.  A.  Humrill,  chairman;  C.  C.  Merritt.  Willniore  B.  Stone. 
.1.  J.  Toouiev.  E.  A.  Newell. 

Reception.  —  H.  M.  Phillips,  chairman;  E.  H.  Lathrop.  H.  S.  Lee,  S.  C.  AVar- 
rincr.  F.  A.  JuiUl. 

Printing.  —  Nathan  D.  Bill,  chairman ;  E.  C.  Rogers,  C.  E.  Brown.  F.  H. 
Stebbins,  (J.  H.  Queen. 

Ball.  —  E.  Morjran.  chairman:  F.  D.  Foot.  (J.  A.  Morton,  Edward  IVncbon. 
E.  C.  Washburn. 

Decoration.  — L.  C.  Hyde,  cliairman;  J.   1).  Gill.  H.  S.  Hyde,  C.  E.   Brown. 

A.  H.  Ooetting. 

Music.  — C.  W.  Mutell,  chairman;  L.  C,  Hvde,  F,  1).  Foot. 

Press.  —  Henry  W.  Blake,  chairman ;  E.  A.  Newell.  H.  S.  I^e. 

Literary. — F.  W.  Dickinson,  chairman :  E.  H.  Phelps.  Milton    Bradley.  A. 

B.  Wallace.  L.  C.  Hvde. 

A  larire  honorarv  eouimittee  was  chosen,  as  well  as  the  follow  ins 
eoininittee  from  the  outlying  towns  :  — 

Agawam.—3.  Henry  Churchill,  Reuben  De  Witt.  Rev.  Ralph  Perry.  C  C 
Wright. 

Chicopee.  —  (ieurge  M.  Stearns,  L.  E.  Hitchcm-k.  J.  B.  Wood,  Matthew  Ryan. 
T.  W.  Carter,  Rev.  R.  K.  Bellamy,  Harrison  Munger.  F   II.  Mortou. 

Hampden.  —  Decius  Beebe.  Simeon  Smith.  A.  C.  Burleigh,  Dr.  George  T. 
Ballard. 

I/olyoke.  —  W.  A.  Chase,  W.  B.  C.  Pearsons,  WUliam  WhiUng.  W.  S. 
Loomis,  J.  J.  O'Connor.  Timothy  Merrick,  James  H.  Newton.  K.  B.  Johnson. 

Longmeadoic.  —  Oliver  Wolcott,  T.  F.  Conlis,  James  Bliss,  A.  H.  Calkins. 

Ludlow.  —  B.  F.  Burr.  L.  H.  Brigliam,  C.  F.  Grosvenor,  Rev.  M.  P.  Dickey. 

Southirick.  —Joseph  W.  Bickuell,  John  Boyle,  Charles  D.  Abell.  George  W. 
Hamilton. 

Westjield.—E.  B.  Gillette.  L.  N.  Clark,  L.  F.  Thayer,  M.  B.  Whitney,  L.  B. 
Walkeev,  J.  R.  Dunbar.  Henrv  Fuller,  H.  VT.  Elv. 

•  •  • 

West  Springfield.  —  R.  N.  Bagg.  E.  C.  Brooks,  B.  F.  Trask.  George  L. 
Wright. 
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Wilhraham.  —J.  W.  Bliss,  F.  E.  Clark,  M.  F.  Breck,  Ira  G.  Potter. 
Evfii'ld.  — J.  L.  Houston,  Samuel  Hathaway,  Joseph  Allen,  Thompson  Grant. 
Somers.—\y.  B.  Woods,  S.  M.  Billings,  H.  R.  Kibbe,  D.  B,  Pomeroy. 
Sujfield. — J.  Luther  Sherman,  W.  L.  Loomis,  A.  C.  Allen,  H.  K.  Wright. 

The  ceremonies  really  began  on  Sunday,  the  23d,  when  all  the 
churches  took  occasion  to  recall  the  past  by  aj)propriate  exercises. 
It  had  been  the  intention  of  the  historian  to  give  extracts  from  the 
various  anniversary  sermons,  both  here  and  in  the  surrounding 
towns.  After  collecting  over  thirty  abstracts  of  sermons,  however, 
the  plan  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the  lack  of  space.  The  Sun- 
day exercises  that  attracted  the  greatest  interest  took  place  in  the 
evening  at  the  First  Congregational  Church.  The  age  of  that  organ- 
ization is  practically  that  of  the  town.  Here  is  the  programme.  It 
may  be  added,  that  the  tunes  were  taken  from  '"  The  Springfield  Col- 
lection," by  Solomon  Warriner,  published  in  1810,  or  the  '^  Musica 
Sacra ;  or,  Springfield  and  Utica  Collections  United,"  l)y  Thomas  Hast- 
ings and  Solomon  Warriner,  published  in  numerous  editions  from 
181G  to  1829.  The  dates  mentioned  with  the  tunes  are  believed  to 
be  approximately  correct : 

INVOCATION. 

CONGREGATIONAL  TUNES,  — 

JuD(iMKNT   Hymn   (Hymn    1247,  **  Songs   for   the   Sanetuury,'*   two   verses). 

*'  Great  Go<l.  What  do  I  See  and  Hear?  "  Martin  Luther,  1530 

EvKMN(,  IIvMx  (Hymn  154,  two  verses).     "Glory  To  Thee,  My  God,  This 

NiK'ht."  Tallxs,  1556 

SCRIPTUKE. 
ANTHKM,  —  "  Glory  Be  To  God  On  High."  BiriL  1565 

PRAYER. 
CHOIR  TUNES,  — 

CAXTKunrnY.  —  •'  O  Thon,  From  Whom  .All  Goodness  Flows,*' 

Ravenscroft,  1638 


550  SPRINGFIELD,    1636-1836, 


Palmyra,  —  **  'f hat  Once  Loved  Form,  Now  Cold  and  Dead," 

Buononcini,  16S5 

BuRFORD.  —  *•  O  Sun  of  Ri^hteoasnesfi,  Arise,'*  Purceli,  1695 

DcxBAR.  —   '  When  Overwhelmed  With  Grief,"  Corelli,  17«» 

LETTER  from  Rev   Thomas  R.  Pvnchon,  D.D. 

CONGREGATIONAL  TUNES,— 

St.  Ann's  (Hymn  230,  first  and  last  verses).     •-  The  Lord,  Our  God.  Is  FuU 

of  Might."  Dr.  Croft,  172«) 

Shiklani)  (ITymn  881,  two  verses).       "Our  Heavenly  Father  Calls," 

Stanley,  \7U 

Christmas  (Hymn  281.  two  verses).     **  Awake.  Awake  the  Sacred  Song." 

Handel.  1740 
CHOIR  TUNES.— 

Truro.  —  "  With  All  My  Powers  of  Heart  and  Tongue,"      Dr.  Burney.  1730 

Protection,  —  '*  Up  to  the  Hills  I  Lift  Mine  Eyes,"  Haydn,  17«5>!» 

Westminster,  — '*  Blest  are  the  Sons  of  Peace,"  Dr.  Boyee.  \1^> 

Pastoral  Hvmx,  —  "  The  Lord  My  Pasture  Shall  Prepare,"      Dr.  Ame,  1762 

TuNBRiiHJE,  —  '•  There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  with  Blood,"         Dr.  Hayes,  IZCo 

HISTORICAL  PAPER,  —  "  Solomon  Warriner,  and  the  Music  of  HU  Drnj," 

Edurard  Morri* 

con(;regational  tune, — 

St.  Martin's  (Hymn  110,  omit  second  verse).     "Lift  Up  to  God  the  Voice 
of  Praise."  Tansur,  17«6 

CHOIR  TUNES,— 

Blkndon,  —  "Jesus,  My  All.  to  Heaven  is  Gone."  Giardini.  1770 

HiNTox,  —  ••  With  .\11  the  Powers  of  Heart  and  Tongue," 

Richard  Taylor,  1779 
REVIEW,  —  •  Metho<ls  of  Church  Support,"  E,  C.  Rogers 

ANTHEM,  —  •'  Lord  of  All  Power  and  .Might,"  William  Mason,  1782 

CONGREGATIONAL  TUNE, — 

Brattle  Street,  —  (Hymn  225).  "  When  All  Thy  Mercies,  O  My  God  !  " 

Pleyel,  17S5 

CHOIR  TUNES.— 

Clapton,  —  "Thy  Name,  Almighty  1-K)nl,"  Rev,    W.  Jones,  1786 

Wareham,  —  *'  Soon  As  I  Heard  My  Father  Say,"  Dr,  Arnold,  17v* 

St.  Philip,  —  "Join  All  the  Glorious  Names,"  Leresque,  17S»l» 

ADDRESS,—  "Springfield  Memories,"  J.  L.  Johnson 

CHANT,  —  "  Gloria  Patri,"  BatlUhilL  17?i) 
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CHOIR  TUNES.  — 

Florence,  — **  Come  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing/*  Vioiti,  1796 

FiNBRAL  Hymn,  —  '*  The  Righteous  Souls  that  Take  their  Flight,'* 

Dr.  Edward  MiUer,  1796 
Cambridgk,  —  •*  Come  Sound  His  Praise  Ahrond,"  Robert  Harrison,  1795 

REMARKS   BY   THE   PASTOR. 
HYMN-ANTHEM,  — 

Denmark,  — "  Before  Jehovah's  Awful  Throne,"  M,  3fadan,  1799 

1»RAYER   AND   BENEDICTION. 

The  choir  performers  were :  Director  and  organist,  Edward  H. 
Phelps  ;  soprano,  Miss  Fannie  B.  Chamberlain ;  alto,  Mrs.  J.  C.  In- 
gt^rsoll :  bass,  George  R.  hond  ;  tenor,  .7.  C.  Ingersoll. 

Monday  was  the  busy  day  of  the  week.  Decorators  were  at  work 
upon  all  the  principal  buildings  of  the  city.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
electric  lights  were  placed  among  the  branches  of  the  elms  on  Court 
square,  and  the  car[)enter8  were  at  work  upon  the  arch  that  spanned 
Main  street,  opposite  the  square,  as  well  as  uiK)n  tlie  various  floats 
and  exhibits  for  the  great  procession.  Springfield  never  presented 
such  a  brilliant  api>earance.  The  chapel  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  was  being  meantime  turned  into  an  antiquarian  museum  of 
great  interest,  citizens  generally  contributing  of  their  ancient  bric-d- 
brac  and  heirlooms.  The  loan  exhibition  committee  was  divided  up 
into  the  following  sul)-committees  :  — 

Eiecutive  committee. — Charles  Marsh,  chairman ;  Edward  Ingersoll,  V.  N. 
Taylor,  advisory ;  E.  P.  Chapin,  E,  C.  Rogers,  E.  C.  Pierce,  J.  D.  (Jill,  Charles 
H.  Southworth,  Mrs.  R.  F.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Smith,  Mrs.  P.  P.  Kellogg, 
Mrs.  N.  W.  Fisk,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Powers,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Shurtleff,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Tapley, 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Beebc,  Mrs.  Heman  Smith,  Mrs.  N.  C.  Newell.  Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Cha- 
pin. Miss  Elizabeth  Ames,  Miss  Mnry  L.  Jacobs. 

J/istoricai  pai/itinfjs  and  pictures. — James  D.  Gill,  O.  B.  Ireland,  W.  W. 
Colburn.  E.  C.  Pierce,  J.  \V.  Cumnock,  Mrs.  P.  P.  Kellogg,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Smith, 
Mrs.  William  Whiting,  of  Holyokc;  Mrs.  N.  C  Newell,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Wesson, 
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Mrs.  E.  W.  Bond,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Rumrilh  Miss  N.  Homans.  MUs  S.  Manning. 
Miss  M.  Benton,  Miss  M.  Bradford,  Mrs.  H.  Kibbe,  of  Somers:  Mrs.  A.  F. 
(javiord,  of  Chicopee ;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Seymour,  of  Holyoke :  Mrs.  L..  H.  Brigham. 
of  Ludlow;  Mrs.  D.  L.  Gillett,  of  Westfield :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cumnock,  of 
Chicopee. 

Textile  fabrics,  including  cosiumes,  laces,  fable  and  bed  cavers,  needle-irork. 
etc.  —  Mrs.  W.  L.  Smith,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Powers,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Packard.  Mr«.  E.  P. 
Chapin,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Carmichael.  Mrs.  II.  S.  Hyde,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Breck.  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Mclxian,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Harris,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Hurlbut,  Miss  Sarah  P.  Birnie;  Miss  M. 
K.  Ely.  of  West  Springfield ;  Mrs.  T.  B.  Wattles,  of  Chicopee  FalU ;  Mrs.  L. 
Whitman,  of  Agawam;  Mrs.  James  Bly,  of  ChicojH'e  Falls:  Miss  Kate  Woods, 
of  Somers ;  Miss  Louise  Dunbar. 

China,  glass,  pottery,  etc.  —  Mrs.  W.  S.  Shurtleflf,  Mrs.  W.  B.  C.  Pearsons, 
of  Holyoke;  Mrs.  Homer  Foot,  Jr.,  Miss  Ida  Southworth,  Miss  Mary  Bradford. 
Miss  Maria  Foot,  Miss  Grace  Dwight.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Kussell.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Pierce, 
Mrs.  D.  E.  Taylor,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Simons.  Mrs.  F.  W.  Chapin,  Mrs.  Ellen  H.  Cha- 
pin, Mrs.  G.  W.  Tapley.  Mrs.  T.  O.  Bemis.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Collins:  Mrs.  R.  Bagg, 
Jr.,  of  West  Springfield;  Mrs.  C.  S.  Miller,  of  Southwick;  Mrs.  O.  K.  Merrill; 
Mrs.  A.  Bush,  of  Westfielil ;  Mrs.  Myron  Bliss,  of  Wilbrahara. 

Furniture,  cabinets,  musical  instruments,  clocks,  etc.  — J.  P.  Harding,  George 
I).  Pratt,  Mrs.  A.  T.  FoKsom;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Ranlet,  of  Holyoke;  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Beebe,  Miss  M.  L.  Jacobs,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Rogers,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Walker:  Mrs.  A. 
Aitcheson,  of  Wilbrahani ;  Mrs.  F.  L.  (runn,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Pease;  Miss  Hannah 
Bliss,  of  Longnieadow :  Mrs.  L.  E.  Hitchcock,  of  ChicoiHje;  Mrs.  E.  Sproul.  of 
Southwick ;  Mrs.  (r.  ().  Kingsbury:  Mrs.  A.  F.  Gaylord.  of  Chicopee;  Mrs.  W. 
Austin,  of  Agawam;   Mrs.  J.  L.  Houston,  of  Enfield. 

Books,  manuscripts,  papers,  deeds,  maps,  and  autographs.  —  ^Irs.  Heman 
Smith,  Mrs.  Mary  Calhoun.  Mrs.  R.  O.  Morris,  Miss  E.  Mills,  Miss  Stella  War- 
ren, Miss  M.  R.  Leonard:  Miss  A.  Noble,  of  Longmeadow ;  Mrs.  Dr.  Foskit,  of 
Wilbrahani;  Mrs.  Dr.  Ballard,  of  Hamptlen ;  Mrs.  T.  J.  Peasu.  of  Enfield: 
Mrs.  George  R.  Dickinson ;  Mrs.  Charles  (Jrosvenor,  of  Ludlow ;  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Dunbar,  of  Wusttii-ld;  Mrs.  J.  V.  Wolcott,  of  Agawam:  Mrs.  A.  F.  Webb,  of 
Southwick:   Miss  I.  T.  Jones,  of  Ludlow. 

Curios,  hric-a-hrac.  jeu'tllery,  plaques,  coins,  etc. — E.  S.  Brewer,  C.  P.  Nich- 
ols, C.  D.  Brewer,  Mrs.  R.  F.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  <).  B.  Ireland.  Mrs.  F.  R.  Haves; 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Hooker,  of  Longmeadow;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Seymour,  of  Holyoke:  Mrs. 
X.  W.  Fisk,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Nichols.  Miss  Elizabeth  Ames.  Miss  Mary  Bill.  Mrs.  J. 
J.  S.  Bagg;  Miss  Alice  IVndletoii.  of  Williniansett ;  Mrs.  F.  Carleton,  of  South- 
wick; Mrs.  F.  Gallup,  of  Ludlow;  Mrs.   H.  A.  Gibbs,  Miss  Annie    T.   Covell. 
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Mrs.  J.  W.  Kirkhain ;  Mrs.  A.  B.  West,  of  Chicopee  Falls ;  Mrs.  L.  R.  Norton, 
of  Westfield ;  Miss  Ambia  Harris,  Miss  Belle  Newell,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Whitney. 

Armory  exhihii  and  Civil  War.  —  Captain  Starin,  Captain  Heath.  Lieutenant 
Clark,  Capt.  E.  C.  Pierce,  Maj.  H.  G.  Gilmore,  E.  C.  Rogers. 

Catalogue.  —  Fred  L.  Gillett,  G.  I).  Dutton,  G.  D.  Pratt,  F.  B.  Marsh,  J.  W. 
Kirkham,  II.  G.  Chapin. 

Showcases.  — C.  P.  Nichols,  J.  D.  Gill,  V.  N.  Taylor,  C.  H.  Southworth. 

Transportation.  —  A.  B.  Harris.  N.  D.  Bill,  C.  E.  Brown,  T.  O.  Bemis. 

Police. — E.  P.  Chapin,  H.  G.  (Tilmorc.  E.  C.  Rogers. 

The  formal  pro^rannno  of  the  <iuarter-millenuial  wa8  beoriin  at  noon 
on  Tuesday,  when  Captain  Starring  ordei-ed  a  .salut^j  of  fourteen  guns, 
at  the  armory  in  honor  of  the  fourteen  towns  situated  within  the 
original  limits  of  Springfield,  and  this  was  followed  by  the  national 
salute  and  the  ringing  of  all  the  church  bells  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  permitted  us  to  give  in  detail  the  numerous  scenes  of 
graphic  interest  upon  these  two  days  in  street  and  hall,  but  it  would 
not  do  to  pass  l)y  the  gathering  in  the  City  Ilall  upcm  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday.  It  was  not  the  brilliant  decorations  that  charmed,  for  that 
hall  had  been  brilliantly  decorated  before ;  nor  the  music,  and  one 
might  almost  say,  nor  the  ceremonies  either.  The  unique  feature  of 
the  occasion  was  the  audience  itself.  This  generation  never  witnessed 
a  gathering  like  it.  Such  a  number  of  rare  old  faces,  so  many 
Yankee  eyes,  dinnned  in  brilliancy  by  time,  but  Yankee  eyes  all  the 
same,  such  o<ld  characters  peering  alx)ut  the  audience  as  if  making 
comparisons  between  the  high  life  of  the  present  and  the  homely 
glories  of  the  past.  In  fine,  to  one  who  took  the  trouble  to  make  the 
circuit  of  that  audience  and  to  study  it  from  eyery  side,  it  seemed  for 
all  tlie  world  as  though  the  garrets  had  be<*n  swept  for  precious 
remnants  of  humanity  to  lji»  sprinkled  through  a  congregation  of 
fashion.  Patricularly  did  the  address  of  Goyernor  Hobinson  wann 
tlie  blood  of  the  true  and  tried  lovers  of  old  Springlield,  the  city  of 
homes.  That  remarkable  crowd  of  distinguished  and  obscure  men, 
—  the  busy  i\nd  leisurely  men,  those  who  had  had  borne  burdens 
and  those  'vho  had  taken  their  places,  were  in  touch  with  the  gov- 
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emor,  and  were   frequent  and   hearty  in   their   response    and    ap- 
plause. 

The  liteniry  exercises  in  the  hall,  uix>n  this  remarkable  Taesdaj. 
were  preceded  by  a  concert  by  Gartland's  Tenth  Regiment  Band  of 
Albany,  N.Y. 

The  president  of  tlie  day  and  the  vice-presidents  were  as  follows : — 

Presulent  of  the  day.  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Pynchon.  Mce-pre«idenUi,  SpriDgfieki. 
William  L.  Smith.  Judge  M.  P.  Knowlton,  Judge  Gideon  WelU.  E.  B.  Maynard. 
Eliphalet  Trask.  Homer  Foot,  Maj.  Edwanl  Ingersoll.  Henry  Fuller,  Jr.,  Harrey 
Sanderson.  Bishop  P.  T.  O'Reilly.  Agawam,  E.  K.  Bodurtha.  Chicopee. 
George  S.  Taylor.  Hampden.  W.  K.  Sessions.  Holyoke,  Oscar  Ely.  Long- 
meadow,  Stephen  T.  Colton.  Ludlow.  Marvin  King.  Southwick,  Joseph  N. 
Forward.  Westtiehl.  Samuel  Fowler.  West  Springfield.  Aaron  Bmnrg.  Wil- 
braham.  John  M.  Merrick.  Enfield,  Charles  Brisco.  Somers.  Amos  Pease. 
Suffield.  11.  S.  Sheldon. 

At  2.15  ex-Mayor  William  L.  SMmi,  the  chairman  of  the  Citizens" 
Coininitteo,  arose  and  said  :  — 

Ladies  and  (renilemen,  — The  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  celebration 
of  the  two  hundretl  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Springfield  had  selected  to  preside 
at  these  exercii^es  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  man  who  stood  foremost  among  the 
original  settlers  of  the  plantation  of  .\gawam.  and  who.  hy  his  prudent  and  able 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  that  little  colony,  transformed  it  into  a  pennaneiit 
and  prosperous  community.  We  recognize  the  distinguisheil  services  of  the 
fathers  of  the  city  by  honoring  their  worthy  representatives.  By  the  inabilitv  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Pynchon  to  be  present  here  to-day  by  reason  of  infirmity  of  health. 
a  matter,  of  course,  of  regret  to  all  of  us.  the  Committee  of  A rran^einentj 
have  invite<l  Marcus  P.  Knowlton.  who  has  consented  to  act  as  presiding  officer; 
and  I  accordingly  have  the  honor  now  to  intro<luce  to  you  Judge  Knowlton. 
the  acting  president  of  the  day. 

JriM^E  Knowlton*.  — Ladies  and  HentUinen.  —  It  is  not  expecte«i  that  I  shall 
detain  you  with  un  address  to-<lay.  It  is  more  fitting,  in  view  of  the  feast  to 
which  you  have  been  invited,  that  I  should  not  delay  you,  but  begin  at  once  the 
exercises  which  you  have  come  to  hear.  We  shall  commence  our  exercises  with 
prayer,  which  will  be  otferetl  by  the  He  v.  Dr.  Buckingham. 
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After  Dr.  Buckingham's  prayer  came  music,  the  male  chorus  of  the 
Orpheus  Chib  singing  the  ''Chorus  of  Pilgrims,'-'  from  Tannhauser. 

Judge  Knowltox. — The  town  of  Springfield,  adopting  the  fashions  of 
modern  times,  has  hecome  a  city,  and  she  hoasts  a  mayor,  a  board  of  aldermen, 
and  a  common  council,  which  administer  her  government  wisely  and  honestly. 
She  will  now  speak  words  of  welcome  by  the  lips  of  her  mayor,  Edwin  D. 
Metcalf. 

Mayor  Metcalf. — Mr.  President.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen y — Two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  after  braving  the  dangers  of  the  unbroken  wilderness  that 
separated  the  Massachusetts  bay  and  the  rich  valley  of  the  (xonnecticut,  a  colony, 
small  in  numbers,  but  strong  in  hope  and  courage,  began  the  settlement  of 
Springfield.  Surroundeil  by  inhospitable  forests  and  hostile  savage  tribes,  amid 
want,  danger,  hardships,  and  sore  privations,  these  early  colonists  founded  here 
a  community  that  has  changeil  the  aspect  of  nature,  filled  this  valley,  and  covered 
these  hills  with  a  numerous  and  happy  people,  rich  in  all  those  possessions  and 
blessings  which  flow  from  industry*,  goo<l  government,  universal  education,  deep 
and  abiding  principles.  All  that  we  enjoy  is  fruit  from  the  seed  they  planted.  It 
is  to  their  courage,  their  industry,  their  love  of  freedom,  their  faith  in  and 
reverence  for  Gml  and  his  word,  that  we  in  a  large  measure  owe  our  abundant 
prosi)erity. 

In  grateful  recognition  of  our  many  obligations  to  them,  to  give  public  ex- 
pression of  our  respect  for  their  virtues  and  achievements,  to  show  our  devotion 
to  the  principles  they  Mlustrated,  to  quicken  our  zeal  for  future  endeavors,  and 
refresh  the  recollections  of  the  history  of  the  past,  our  citizens  have  assembled 
for  the  second  time  in  this  century  to  celebrate  the  anniversarj^  of  its  settlement, 
and  welcome  home  all  its  sons  and  daughters. 

It  is  not  Springfieltl's  anniversary  alone.  Many  other  towns  are  entitled  to 
share  with  us  in  all  these  hallowed  memories.  For  more  than  a  century  Spring- 
field exercised  jurisdiction  over  all  the  territory  originally  assigned  to  her  first 
settlers ;  but  in  process  of  time,  as  new  centres  of  population  were  forme<l  and 
new  interests  developed,  new  towns  were  organized,  so  that  Springfield  now 
covers  but  a  small  ]M)rtion  of  its  original  territory.  .Vll  these  towns,  though 
independent  of  us,  are  yet  closely  bound  to  us  by  the  ties  of  a  common  origin,  a 
common  history,  and  common  interests.  They  have  gone  forth,  as  the  grown-up 
daughters  of  a  house,  to  establish  new  homes  and  new  centres  of  growth,  and 
their  progress  has  been  watched  by  us  with  such  care  and  interest  as  only  a 
mother  can  have  for  her  chililren,  and  now  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we 
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welcome  them  all,  to  partake  with  us  in  the  memories  and  festivities  of  this 
occasion,  as  to  a  family  festival  —  Enfield,  Suflield,  and  Somers,  early  wooed 
and  won  by  a  neighhorm^;  State ;  Longmeadow,  the  gem  and  tyi>e  of  all  that  is 
loveliest  and  best  of  New  England  villages;  Agawam,  West  Springfield,  Wil- 
braham,  Ludlow,  Hampden,  and  Southwick,  farming  communities,  strong  in 
those  industries  and  virtues,  inherited  from  a  conmion  ancestry,  which  have 
made  rural  New  Engbind  the  source  from  which  has  ever  flowed  the  best  and 
most  healthful  influences  in  American  civilization ;  Westfield,  Chicopee,  and 
Holyoke.  busy  manufacturing  towns,  whose  enterprising  and  ingenious  citizens 
have  taken  possession  of  the  streams  and  rivers,  where  once  the  Indians  fished, 
damme<l  up  their  swift-flowing  waters,  and  led  them  into  various  channels  of  use- 
fulness, and  made  their  latent  powers  mighty  factors  in  our  development,  filling 
all  these  valleys  with  the  cheerful  music  of  busy  and  prosperous  industries.  It 
is  with  special  pride  that  we  have  witnessed  the  increased  population  and  wealth, 
and  the  development  of  all  the  resources  at  their  command.  All  are  indeed 
welcome.  Though  geographical  lines  divide  us.  our  interests  are  one.  and 
together  we  will  review  the  ways  in  which  Providence  has  led  us  through  the 
difficulties  which  we  have  passeil,  thereby  strengthening  our  mutual  tlependence 
and  helpfulness. 

We  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  those,  and  the  descendants  of  those,  who  in 
the  years  that  are  past,  animated  by  the  spirit  and  imbued  with  the  principles  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Springfield,  have  gone  f»»rth  from  this  valley  to  aid  in  building 
up  new  States  and  founding  new  towns,  and  implanting  in  them  that  love  of 
order,  industry,  and  respect  for  the  rights  of  others,  which  characterize  every 
conmiunity  in  which  New  England  influences  prevail.  To  these,  and  all  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  Springfield,  who  have  returned  to  unite  with  us  in  celebrating 
the  event  which  we  here  commemorate,  we  give  a  hearty  and  generous  welcome. 

To  Your  Excellency,  as  the  representative  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  united  to 
us  by  many  ties  of  interest,  of  kindly  association  and  honorable  service  in  our 
belialf.  and  to  all  who  by  their  j)resence  on  this  occasion  have  contribute<i  so 
much  in  making  it  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  city,  we  extend  a  sincere 
welcome. 

On  rare  occasions,  it  is  the  custom  \\\  European  cities  for  the  mayor,  with 
elaborate  and  inip(>>ing  ceremonies,  to  give  the  freedom  of  the  city,  as  an  especial 
honor,  to  the  city's  most  distinguished  guests,  and  now,  in  the  name  of  this  munic- 
i]mlity,  I  would  bestow  the  freedom  of  this,  our  city,  upon  sUl  who  are  our 
guests,  not  with  the  pomp  and  ceremony  of  those  older  cities,  but  in  plain  New 
England  fashion,  as  becomes  the  descendants  of  the  l^iritans.  by  bidding  you  all 
a  most  hearty  and  cordial  welcome. 
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JiTix.E  KxowLTON.  — Tlic  govemor  and  his  associate  executive  officers,  bring- 
ing the  congratulations  and  representing  the  power  and  protection  of  this  ancient 
Commonwealth,  our  mother  Springfield  greets  with  profound  respect  and  defer- 
ential loyalty.  For  our  chief  magistrate  himself  she  entertains  a  warmer  feeling. 
Since  his  home  is  in  the  family  of  one  of  her  municipal  daughters,  she  calls  him 
her  son  by  adoption,  and  with  parental  pride  claims  a  share  in  the  distinguished 
honor  which  he  has  won  for  himself  and  conferred  upon  his  kindred.  I  present 
vou  His  Excellency  the  (lovernor. 

(iovKRNOR  RoBiNsox. — Mr.  PresicletU,  Fellow-Inhabitants  of  Springfield^  and 
all  interested  in  the  delights  of  the  present  occasion,  —  So  gracious  and  cordial  a 
welcome  as  has  been  extended  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  can  only  be 
met  with  the  most  grateful  acceptance;  and  so,  for  so  much  as  has  been  given  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  I  do,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Executive  Council,  being  present,  here  and  now  accept  it  all  heartily.  (Laugh- 
ter.) It  wjis  a  welcome  that  touched  not  alone  the  citizens  of  the  present  Spring- 
field, but  as  well  the  residents  in  the  numerous  progeny  of  towns  that  started  out 
from  the  impulse  of  the  first  settlement  antl  have  grown  and  thriven  almost  be- 
vond  calculation  or  belief,  and  it  reached  even  bevond  these  to  the  thousands 
upon  thousands,  some  of  whom  may  have  come  back  here  to-day,  and  others, 
who  from  distant  homes  are  casting  their  hoi)es,  and  their  thoughts,  and  their 
aspirations,  their  longings  and  their  loves,  back  here,  to  their  home,  and  with  you 
are  deeply  sympathetic  in  the  aspirations  of  this  joyous  occasion.  And  it  goes 
wider,  1  think,  and  it  takes  in  the  whole  people  of  our  beloved  State,  from  one 
bonndarv  to  the  other. 

How  delightful,  indeed,  it  is  to  gather  with  you  at  this  anniversary  of  your 
natal  day.  To  run  the  thought  back;  to  brighten  in  memory  the  evidences  that 
reach  to  the  beginning  of  this  settlement :  to  note  the  struggle  and  the  contest, 
the  endurance  and  the  patience,  the  fortitude  and  courage,  that  began  this  town 
of  Springfield;  to  note  the  progress  of  your  development;  to  stand  and  waich  as 
generation  after  generation  has  come  upon  and  passed  from  the  stage,  and  now, 
to-ilay,  with  prophetic  eye,  to  look  down  into  the  future,  and  to  imagine,  as  far 
as  we  can,  what  it  shall  bring  to  this  community,  and  what  the  fruitjige  shall  be 
of  the  effort  tliat  we  put  forth  in  her  behalf  I  One  may  almost  wonder,  if  the  little 
band  of  earlv  settlers  could  with  mortal  eve  look  in  here  to-<lav,  what  would  be 
their  expression,  and  whether  they  would,  after  all,  have  so  generous  a  welcome 
for  such  an  assemblage  as  the  mayor  has  given.  What  if  they  were  to  look  you 
over  in  your  dress  ;  look  at  you  in  your  homes ;  at  these  decorations  ;  consider 
your  follies  and  frivolities,  your  waywanlness  and  your  wicketlness   and   your 


560  SPHIXf;  FIELD,    1636-2886. 


What  wonder,  thiMi,  that  we  observe  the  acconiplishmeDts  of  to-day?  Whr, 
from  that  cla^^s  of  men  and  from  that  character  flowed  inevitably  the  current  of 
life  that  has  marked  the  development  of  American  freedom;  just  as  naturally  a$ 
the  breath  in  the  living  human  body  came  the  great  advance  in  our  history.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  that  there  should  have  been  no  Lfexington,  no 
Bunker  Hill,  no  Conconl.  It  would  have  been  impossible  that  whenever  the  cry 
to  arms  came  the  people  sliould  fail.  It  could  not  have  been  that  when  the 
Union  itself  was  endangere<l  and  liberty  threatened,  that  the  young  men,  valiant 
and  strong,  would  skulk  in  their  homes.  It  is  not  surprising  that  yonder  monu- 
ment points  to  heaven,  and  points  also  to  the  character  and  inspiration  of  the 
men  who,  true  to  the  deeds  of  the  fathers,  were  willing  to  save  for  the  future 
what  had  been  guaranteed  to  them.  Massachusetts  would  fail  to  express  the 
force  of  her  presence  if  she  did  not  recognize  her  obligation  to  be  here,  and  to 
express  her  full,  cordial,  and  abundant  salutation  to  Springfield.  Wherever  the 
good  people  of  the  State  come  together,  to  greet  each  other  eye  to  eye,  gra$p 
each  other  in  friendly  hand ;  wherever  the  town  and  city  and  the  people  are 
striving  and  uplifting  the  whole ;  wherever  human  rights  are  regardeti ;  wherever 
the  people  are  vigilant  that  none,  even  the  humblest  and  weakest,  shall  suffer, 
there  is  the  inspiration  of  Massachusetts,  true  to  her  past,  and  then^  should  be 
her  presence  in  full  power. 

Wliat  shall  be  written  of  the  next  two  hundred  and  fifty  years?  We  shall  not 
be  here  to  witness  their  close.  A  few  more  mounds  bv  the  hillside  wrill  testif  v  of 
us.  One  aftvr  another  is  gathere<i  to  the  dust  of  the  valley ;  but  pity,  indeiE^l,  it 
is  if  that  is  all  we  leavt*  for  testimony.  Though  we  may  not  be  present,  Spring- 
field will  be  here;  Massachusetts  assuredly  will  come,  and  the  great  Union  of 
America  in  benignity  and  prosperity  will  reganl  with  glorious  benediction  the 
triumphs  won.  It  shall  be  for  you,  as  far  as  lies  m  your  power,  to  write  the  page 
of  liistory,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  make  it  now.  The  present  is  all  we  can  touch, 
and  <loing  our  duty  properly  in  the  present  hour.  S€»eing  to  it  that  we  set  as  high 
an  appreciation  on  private  and  public  virtue  as  our  fathers  did ;  regarding  per- 
sonal character  as  of  the  highest  importance  in  the  estimate  of  citizenship; 
remembering  that  the  country  will  ever  set  a  high  value  on  purity,  honesty, 
cleanness  and  s<juareness  of  demeanor  anil  conduct,  and  that  truthfulness  to 
one's  word,  fidelity  to  man  and  to  Go«l,  are  yet  a  power,  and  are  yet  of  saving 
influence,  and  constitute  the  abundant  guaranty'  of  the  future. 

JrD(jE  Knowltox.  —  Springfield,  like  many  another  matron,  is  proud  of  her 
grown-up  daughters.  This  is  her  day  of  thanksgiving,  and  gather<Hl  around  her 
hearthstone  she  sees  them  all — West  Springfield,  Westfield,  Agawam.  South- 
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wick,  Holyokc,  Chicopee,  Ludlow,  Wilbraham,  Hampden,  Longmeadow,  Somers, 
Enfield,  Suffield.  She  would  hear  of  their  prosperity  and  their  progresH,  and 
whether  they  often  think  of  the  days  of  their  childhood,  when  they  sat  by  her 
fireside  and  were  folded  in  her  embrace.  I  call  upon  Hon.  John  L.  Houston,  of 
Enfield. 

Mr.  Houston.  —  Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  —  When  the  invita- 
tion of  your  committee  came  over  the  border  to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  urging  me 
to  come  and  take  part  in  the  literary  exercises  of  this  occasion,  my  first  feeling 
was  one  of  wonder  and  astonishment  that  they  should  request  a  native  and  citizen 
of  Connecticut  to  take  a  formal  part  in  a  local  celebration  in  Massachusetts.  But 
a  little  reflection  satisfied  me  that  tliere  might  be  method  in  this  seeming  mad- 
ness, and  that  there  were,  at  least,  plausible  reasons  why  the  Connecticut  town 
of  Enfield  should  receive  such  an  invitation.  For,  in  recounting  the  historical 
events,  traditions,  and  reminiscences  of  Springfield,  the  name  of  Pynchon  be 
a  name  to  *'  conjure  with,"  as  it  certainly  is,  then  may  we,  natives  of  the 
river  border  of  Enfield,  well  lay  claim  to  be  "  sons  of  the  soil."  We  were 
born  and  have  lived  upon,  and  the  ashes  of  our  dead  are  mingled  with,  the 
soil  once  owned  and  dominated  by  Pynchons.  One  of  the  earliest  w^onders 
and  mysteries  of  my  childhood  was  the  grist-mill  located  near  my  birthplace 
(where  it  still  stands  doing  its  useful  work  to-day),  the  lineal  descendant,  if 
I  may  so  speak,  of  the  grist-mill  erected  by  Major  Pynchon  sometime  during 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  extensive  manufacturing  corporation  with  which 
I  am  official  ly  connected  traces  the  title  to  its  real  estate  back  to  the  days 
and  the  persons  of  the  Pynchons;  and  the  control  which  it  exercises  over 
the  stream  on  whose  banks  its  manufactory  is  located,  and  which  is  essential  to 
its  operation,  is  based  upon  a  grant  given  by  the  plantation  of  Springfield  to 
Major  Pynchon  more  than  two  centuries  ago.  Certainly,  in  all  the  early 
historic  events  and  traditions  to  which  Springfield  so  fondly  clings,  we  natives 
of  tlie  town  of  P^nfield  cling  as  fondly  and  share  as  full  an  interest  in  as  do 
you. 

But  I  nmst  not  forget  that  my  duty  here  and  now  is  to  respond,  very  briefly, 
to  the  warm  and  generous  words  of  welcome  just  uttered  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  thirteen  towns  that  have,  first  and  last,  during  the  past 
two  and  a  half  centuries,  been  carved  from  the  territory  of  old  Springfiel<l. 
Springfield  has  indeed  been  a  bountiful  mother,  and  has  given  to  each  one  of  her 
children  a  magnificent  dowry;  and  they,  emulating  her  thrifty  example,  have 
each  and  all  made  goo<l  use  of  their  heritage.  Time  will  not  permit,  and  if  it  did 
I  am  not  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  distinguishing  traits  of  each  one  of  these 
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ofFshooU  from  the  parent  stem ;  bat  a«  a  group,  and  et»peciaUy  as  a««ociat4i^i  with 
thi'  mother  town,  they  together  make  up  one  of  the  noble«>t  garden  spottf  of  the 
world. 

A  territorj*  watere<i  bv  noble  streams,  covered  by  a  rich  and  responsire  soii. 
di$pUying  nearly  all  varieties  of  scenery  to  charm  and  delight  the  senses,  dont-d 
all  over  with  churches,  school-houses,  and  institutions  of  beneficence ;  ^th  numer- 
ous busy  hives  of  industry*  whose  productions,  useful  and  beautiful,  are  known 
as  widely  as  civilization  extends :  and  more  and  better  than  all.  a  territory  aboontl- 
iug  in  the  happy  homes  of  an  industrious,  self-respecting,  intelligent,  and  virinoos 
{leople.  —  truly  can  we  all  say  that  "  our  lines  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasact 
places."  and  "  we  have  a  goo«ily  heritage." 

Mr.  Mayor,  in  behalf  of  thesi>  thirteen  outlying  towns.  I  beg  to  assure  yuu 
that  we  all  reciprocate  the  feelings  that  promptinl  you  to  utter  your  wonls  of 
hearty  and  sincere  welcome  to  us,  and  we  here  and  now  join  with  you  aud  the 
iK'UUtiful  city  over  which  it  is  your  high  dut^to  keep  watch  and  waird.  in  acknowl- 
edging the  debt  of  gratitude  we  all  owe  to  those  early  colonists  who.  through 
hardships,  the  story  of  Mhich  lias  been  but  half  told,  and  through  ^reat  tribnia- 
tion.  redeemed  this  fair  heritage  of  ours  from  savagery,  and  dedicate<l  it  forever 
to  freedom  and  the  blessings  of  a  Christian  civilization. 

The  relation  of  the  Springfield  of  to-ilay  to  these  outlying  towns  is  aptly  char- 
acterized. I  think,  by  the  simile  you  have  yourself  so  happily  chosen. —  the  simile 
of  a  queenly  mother  to  her  fair  and  comely  daughters ;  and  on  this  mo^t  inter- 
esting oi*casion.  this  two  hundrinl  and  fiftieth  anniversarv*.  we,  the  dau^ters, 
gather  from  all  ])oiiits  on  the  outer  circle  at  this  maternal  home  to  say  Hail! 
and  ( ]ro<l  bless !  —  not  to  a  venerable  and  wrinkleil  dame,  stricken  in  year« 
or  by  tlecrepitude.  !»ut  rather  to  a  stately  matron,  clothed  to-day  with  more 
queenly  grace  and  beauty  than  ever  before,  and  still  blooming  with  virginal 
charms. 

And  if  continueil  lack  of  appreciation  at  the  White  House  in  Washington 
shall  forever  debar  this  goo^l  oh\  mother  town  of  ours  from  becoming  a  port 
of  deliverj' :  if  no  stately  custom-house  is  ever  to  vie  in  goodly  proportions 
with  the  great  ar.M'iial  on  yonder  "heaven  kissing  hill";  if  no  dignified  col- 
lector of  the  jK)rt  is  ever  to  become  a  prominent  figure  in  her  social  circles :  vet 
she  will  ever  have  the  fuller  satisfaction,  one  that  no  veto  from  any  quarter  can 
ever  deprive  her  of,  that  she  is  surrounded  \»ith  a  galaxy  of  thirt<^en  beaatiful 
and  dutiful  daughters,  all  proud  of  her  honorable  bistort',  all  jealous  of  her  good 
name  and  fair  fame,  and  who  will  ever  affectionately  reganl  her  as  the  peerless 
queen  of  the  Connecticut  valley. 
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This  anniversary  hymn,  written  by  E.  Pfirter  Dyer,  was  then  sung 
by  the  Orpheus  Club :  — 

O  God  of  our  fathera !    Their  guide  and  their  shield, 
VTho  marlced  out  their  pathway  through  forcftt  and  Held, 
We  Ntaud  -where  they  Htood  and  with  antheraM  of  praise, 
Ackuowledi;e  thy  goodneHH,  O  Ancient  of  Days! 

Thou  leddest  thy  people  of  old  like  a  flock ; 
They  trusted  In  thee  Ji*  their  Sheltering  Rock ; 
The  centuries  pass  —  thou  art  ever  the  same. 
And  children  of  children  still  trust  in  thy  name. 

'Twas  here  in  the  wilderness,  silent,  untamed, 
The  gospel  of  freedom  and  grace  they  proclaimed, — 
The  gospel  of  home,  of  the  school,  of  the  plough, — 
And  this  City  of  Homes  is  their  monument  now. 

()  God  of  our  fathers!     By  river  and  wood, 
Where  Pynchon,  and  Ilolyoke,  and  Chapin  ubode, 
Our  heritage  blossoms  with  glory  and  praise 
To  thee,  their  defender,  O  Ancient  of  Days  I 

Jun<;K  Knowlton  — Fifty  years  ago  Springfield  gathered  her  children  ahout 
her  as  she  ha**  done  to-day,  and  told  them  the  story  of  her  life,  and  tauglit  them 
fitting  lessonH,  hy  the  lips  of  one  whom  many  of  lis  reniemher,  who  was  for  a 
long  time  prominent  in  the  progress  of  the  town,  Hon.  Oliver  B.  Morris.  The 
mantle  of  history,  then  so  worthily  worn,  has  fallen  ui>on  the  shoulders  of  his 
eldest  son,  who  from  youth  to  advanced  age  has  never  ceased  to  reflect  honor 
upon  his  native  town,  and  in  recent  times  has  done  more  than  any  other  to  em- 
halm  in  pure  Lnglish  the  memory  of  her  early  years.  1  introduce  our  historian, 
Judge  Henry  Morris  :  — 

Ji'DCiE  MoKKiH.  —  So  far  as  known,  there  lias  Ih-imi  hut  one  attempt  before  tiiU 
to  celehrate  the  anniversary  of  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  of  Springfield. 
Fifty  years  ago  this  day  its  hi-centennial  was  observed.  It  was  an  occasion  of  great 
interest  to  this  town,  and  other  towns  in  this  vicinity.  People  flocked  here  from 
far  and  near.  After  a  long  procession  through  our  streets,  with  a  military 
escort  and  nnisic.  an  address  was  delivered  in  the  ancient  First  Church,  fronting 
on  Court  square,  and  other  appropriate  services  held,  including  prayer  by  Rev. 
Dr.  ( Osgood,  anthems  hy  the  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Solomon  Warriner, 
•and  the  singing,  as  a  solo,  by  a  la<ly   still  residing  here,  of  the  hymn  of  Mrs. 
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liemautf,  entitled  **  Landing  of  the  Pilg^rim  Fathers/"  After  tlie  serrices  at  the 
church,  the  procession  was  reformed  and  marched  to  the  Town  Hall,  where  a 
colUtion  was  serred,  and  brief  speeches  made  by  invited  guesta  and  others. 
The  Ute  George  Bliss  presided  at  the  Town  Hall.  Edward  Everett,  then  goremor 
uf  the  Commonwealth,  was  present  at  the  celebration  with  his  military  9taiF,  and 
other  distinguished  citizens  from  abroad.  Robert  C.  Winthrop  was  here  as  one 
uf  the  governor's  aids. 

It  was  my  fortune,  then  a  young  man,  to  be  present,  and  to  unite  m  the  re- 
joicings of  that  time.  In  the  words  of  the  orator  of  that  day,  ''  the  occai^ion 
was  one  of  deep  and  joyful  interest,  one  on  which  to  do  homage  to  the  memory 
of  our  fathers,  to  examine  the  record  of  their  history,  and  to  bow  in  humble 
)?ratitude  to  Heiiven  that  we  are  descende<l  from  a  most  worthy  ancestry.*'  lu  the 
same  spirit  let  us  enter  upon  the  present  occasion.  As  this  day  is  particularly 
an  anniversary  of  the  original  settlement  of  the  town,  I  propose,  in  this  address, 
to  confine  myself  to  the  circumstances  attending  that  settlement,  with  some  notice 
of  the  men  and  women  who  bore  a  part  in  it,  without  attempting  to  detail  at 
length  the  subsequent  histor}'  of  the  town  through  the  two  centuries  and  a  half 
that  have  followed.  .Vny  attempt  at  such  a  detail  would  require  a  volume,  ami 
could  not  fail  to  tr>'  the  patience  of  the  hearers  and  exhaust  the  strength  of  the 
speaker. 

Tlie  return  of  the  two  hundreil  and  fiftieth  aiuiiversaiy  of  the  founding  of 
such  a  town  as  ours  is  an  event  that  will  justify  us  in  suspending  for  the  time 
our  ordinary  pursuits,  that  we  may  recall  to  mind  the  origin  of  the  town,  and 
note  the  contrast  between  its  humble  beginning  and  its  condition  at  the  present 
moment.  It  must  be  mteresting,  and  ought  to  be  useful  to  us  as  a  people,  to  re- 
view the  circumstances  that  gave  birth  to  this  place,  which  we  call,  and  are  proad 
to  call,  our  home.  —  a  place  to  which  we  are  bound  by  so  many  ties  of  interest 
and  affection,  and  around  which  so  many  of  our  hopes  cluster. 

We  find  ourselves  to-<lay  the  occupants  of  one  of  the  most  delightful  spots  m 
the  world.  No  vallev  fairer  than  this  of  the  Connecticut  can  be  found  anv- 
where,  —  no  soil  yielding  the  cultivator  a  richer  return  for  his  labor. — no 
streams  that  contribute  more  freely  their  forces  to  propel  the  machinery  that 
gives  life  and  activity  to  the  mechanic  arts,  for  which  this  valley  is  so  famous. 
and  which  furnishes  so  much  employment  to  the  capital  and  industry  of  its 
residents. 

Two  centuries  and  a  half  ago  this  lovely  valley  was  a  waste,  inhabited  only 
by  the  savages  that  roamed  through  its  wilds.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  realize  that 
in  this  valley,  and  on  these  charming  hillsides,  now  so  rich  in  the  tokens  of 
civilization  and  culture,  the  rude  wigwams  of  the  red  men  were  once  seen. —  that 
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in  these  forests,  which  then  covered  these  plains,  they  hunted  their  game,  and 
in  these  rivers  they  caught  their  fish.  Their  agricultural  industry  was  limited 
to  the  gathering  of  such  grains  as  grew  spontaneously  or  with  little  cultivation. 
Their  mechanic  arts  went  no  further  than  the  manufacture  of  hows  and  arrows, 
or  the  construction  of  their  canoes  and  the  rude  stone  vessels  in  which  they 
cooked  or  kept  their  food.  Such  relics  of  the  Indian  as  these  have  been  found 
all  through  this  valley  within  a  few  years  past,  and  probably  may  still  be 
found  by  any  who  will  search  for  them. 

How  changed  is  the  valley  now !  And  how  has  this  great  change  been 
effected?  By  what  agencies  has  this;  that  was  once  a  wilderness,  been  con- 
verted into  the  abode  of  civilized  man?  Let  us  look  back  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  and  discover,  if  we  can,  the  causes  and  trace  the  progress  of  this 
change  from  its  beginning  to  the  present  time. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  the  Old  World,  weary  of  the  burden  of  forms 
that  had  been  the  growth  of  centuries  of  ignorance  and  oppression,  began  to 
reach  forth  toward  a  new  and  better  state  of  things.  The  discoveries  of  voy- 
agers had  revealed  to  Europe  this  continent  in  the  west  as  an  open  field  for 
its  enterprise,  and  the  Old  World  began  at  once  to  seek  a  better  home  in  the 
New.  Old  systems  of  government  began  to  be  distrusted,  and  old  forms  of  re- 
ligion began  to  be  discarded.  The  minds  of  men  craved  a  change  which  should 
give  them  better  and  more  hopeful  conditions  of  living.  The  New  World  opened 
to  the  Old  just  such  a  field  as  it  aspired  to  possess*  As  a  consequence  of  this, 
everj'where  through  England  a  spirit  of  emigration  arose,  and  men  who  had 
chafed  under  the  oppressions  of  an  arbitrary  government,  and  desired  greater 
freedom  of  conscience  in  religion,  and  greater  security  in  their  persons  and 
property,  determined  to  seek  a  new  home  west  of  the  Atlantic. 

With  this  object  in  view,  several  influential  gentlemen  in  England  solicited 
and  obtained  from  King  Charles  I.  a  charter  which  created  them  a  corpora- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  "  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England."  This  charter  granted  all  the  lands  in  New  England  from  a  line 
running  westerly  three  miles  north  of  the  Merrimac  river  to  a  line  running 
westerly  three  miles  south  of  the  Charles  river,  and  three  miles  south  of  every 
part  of  it.     The  grant  to  extend  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  South  Sea. 

The  charter  designated  by  name  all  the  members  of  the  corporation,  and 
jirescribed  that  the  officers  of  the  Company  should  consist  of  a  governor,  a 
deputy  governor,  and  eighteen  assistants,  who  should  be  elected  annually  from 
the  freemen  of  the  Company.  As  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Company  to  sen<l 
out  a  colony  to  settle  in  New  England,  the  question  early  arose  whether  the 
charter  of  the  Company  should  be  transferred  with  this  colony  to  New  England, 
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or  whether  it  nhould  remHin  in  the  mother  couutry.  After  much  debate  and 
careful  confide  ration,  it  wa«  decided  by  %'ote  on  the  29th  August,  1629,  that  the 
charter  should  be  transferred  with  the  proposed  colony  to  New  England,  and  the 
gOYernment  of  it  settled  there.  This  rendered  necessary  a  new  election  of  offi- 
cers from  amon^i:  those  members  of  the  Company  who  proposed  to  emigrate  and 
settle  in  New  England.  Accordingly,  at  a  General  Court  or  meeting  of  the  Com- 
pany, held  in  London  on  the  20th  of  October.  1629.  John  Winthrop  waa  chosen 
governor,  John  Humfrj'  deputy  governor,  with  eighteen  assistants ;  William 
Pynchon  being  one  of  the  assistants.  Humfry  soon  afterwanl  resigned  the 
office  of  <leputy  governor,   and  Thomas  Dudley  was  chosen  in  his  place. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  colonizing  New  England,  the  Company  had  pre- 
viously sent  out  a  pioneer  party  under  John  Endicott,  as  its  leader  or  governor. 
This  i>arty  had  locate<l  at  Naumkeag.  now  Salem,  where  they  founded  a  church 
with  Messrs.  Skelton  and  lligginson  as  its  ministers.  A  much  larger  number 
was  now  prepared  to  move  to  America,  in  all  alH)ut  fifteen  hundre<l.  The 
transportation  of  such  a  Inxly  of  colonists  at  that  time  was  a  work  of  serious 
difficulty,  and  required  careful  provision  of  stores  for  their  support  during  the 
voyage,  and  on  their  arrival  in  America. 

On  the  2<>th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  16ii0,  four  ships  were  riding  at  anchor 
in  the  harlKir  of  Cowes.  a  seaport  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  waiting  for  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  lK*gin  a  voyage  to  the  New  WorM.  These  ships  were  a  part  of 
the  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  Company  for  the  transportation  of  emigranta  and 
their  families,  who  ha<l  determined  to  settle  in  New  England.  John  Winthrop, 
the  governor.  an«l  Thomas  Dudley,  the  deputy  governor,  were  on  board  ships 
of  this  fleet  with  their  families.  William  Pynchon,  the  founder  of  Springfield. 
was  also  on  boanl  with  his  wife,  his  son  John,  and  three  daughters. 

Mr.  Pynchon  wju»  a  man  of  honorable  lineage.  His  great-grandfather. 
Nicholas  Pynchon.  was  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  London  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  This  was  a  station  of  dignity  and  im]M>rtance.  The  home  of  Mr.  Pvn- 
chou,  the  emigrant,  in  England,  had  been  at  Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
about  one  mile  from  Chelinsfonl,  the  shire  town  of  the  county.  He  was  a  man 
of  learning  and  talent,  accustomed  to  close  thought,  and  could  g^ve  a  reason 
for  his  opinions.  He  was  e\'idently  familiar  with  the  pursuits  and  methods  of 
business.  As  sueh  he  was  afterward  chosen  to  be  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany. No  p«'rson  could  have  been  selectinl  to  hold  such  office  of  tru^tt  aa  he 
held,  unless  his  associates  had  full  confidence  in  liis  capacity  and  integrity. 

When  the  fleet  left  its  anchorage,  near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  England  and  Spain 
were  at  war.  Their  hostilities  were  carried  on  principally  on  the  sea.  It  was 
understood  the   cruisers    from  Dunkirk,  then  a  {>ort   of   the    Spanish  Nether- 
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laiuls,  were  lying  in  wait  for  the  emigrant  ships  destined  for  New  England. 
Hence  it  became  important  for  these  four  ships  to  adopt  measures  for  mutual 
defence  and  aid.  For  this  purpose  all  the  ships  were  armed,  and  to  each  ship 
was  assigned  a  particular  post  of  duty.  To  the  '*  Arbella,"  a  ship  named  after 
Lady  Arbella,  wife  of  Isaac  Johnson,  a  lady  of  high  rank  in  England,  was  as- 
signed the  place  and  title  of  Admiral.  The  "Talbot"  was  appointed  to  be 
vice-admiral,  the  "Ambrose"  rear  a<lmiral,  and  the  "Jewel"  a  captain.  Mr. 
Pynchon  and  his  family  were  on  boanl  the  "  Jewel." 

There  was  but  little  favorable  weather  before  the  8th  of  April,  when  the  fleet 
weighed  anchor.  <.)n  the  morning  of  April  9  there  was  quite  an  alarm.  Eight 
sail  were  descried  astern,  which  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  Spanish  cruisers 
from  Dunkirk,  waiting  for  the  emigrant  ships.  "  Wherefore,"  as  Governor 
Winthrop  says  in  his  journal,  "  we  all  prepared  to  fight  with  them.  The  La«ly 
Arbella  and  the  other  women  and  children  were  removed  into  the  lower  deck,  that 
they  might  be  out  of  danger.  All  things  being  thus  fitted,  we  went  to  prayer 
upon  the  upper  deck.  It  was  much  to  see  how  cheerful  and  comfortable  all  the 
Company  appeared,  not  a  woman  or  child  that  showed  fear,  though  all  did  ap- 
prehend the  danger  to  have  been  great."  "  Our  trust  was  in  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
and  the  courage  of  our  captain,  and  his  care  and  diligence,  did  much  to  en- 
courage us."  There  wiis  some  sickness  among  the  passengers,  esiwcially  the 
children.  Winthrop  says,  "  Our  children  and  others  that  were  sick,  and  lay 
groaning  in  the  cabins,  we  fetched  out,  and  having  stretched  a  rope  from  the 
steerage  to  the  mainmast,  we  made  them  stand,  some  on  the  one  side  and  some 
on  the  other,  and  sway  it  up  and  do>vn  till  they  were  warm,  and  by  this  means 
they  soon  grew  well  and  merry." 

The  emigrants  suffered  from  the  high  winds  and  extreme  cold  which  pre- 
vailed the  greater  part  of  the  voyage.  Their  attention,  as  they  approached 
America,  was  called  to  certain  facts,  new  to  their  experience,  which  Winthrop 
mentions  in  his  journal.  The  declination  of  the  pole  star  was  much  lower  than 
in  England ;  the  new  moon  was  much  smaller,  and  the  sun  did  not  give  as  much 
heat  as  in  England.  ( )n  June  7  Winthrop  says  they  put  their  ship  "  a-stiiys," 
and  with  a  few  hooks  took,  in  less  than  two  hours,  sixty-seven  codfish,  m«)st 
of  them  very  great  fish,  some  a  yard  and  a  half  long  and  a  yard  in  compass." 
This  was  a  very  seasonable  supply  for  the  passengers,  who  had  now  been  sixty- 
eight  days  on  board  ship.  On  Tuesday,  June  8,  they  saw  land  about  ten  leagues 
distant,  which  they  supposed  to  be  the  island  of  Monhegan,  but  which  proved  to  be 
Mount  Desert.  "  They  had  now,"  Winthrop  says,  "  fair  sunshine  and  so  pleas- 
ant a  sweet  air  as  did  much  refresh  them ;  and  there  came  a  smell  oflf  the  shore 
likr  the  smell  of  a  ganlen."     Friday.  June  11,  they  were  all  <lay  within  sight  of 
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Cape  Ann  and  tlie  Inles  of  ShoaU.  On  Satunlay,  June  IS,  ther  were  near  tiieir 
destined  port.  This  was  at  Xaumkeag.  the  Indian  name  of  Salem.  That  ilaj 
thev  were  riitited  bT  John  Endieott.  the  founder  of  Salem,  and  bT  Mr.  Skehon. 
the  minister  of  the  place.  On  their  return  to  Salem,  these  gentlemen  were  ac^ 
eompanied  by  Goremor  Winthrop  and  some  of  the  assistants,  and  some  of  the 
women.  There,  Winthrop  sayg.  "  we  supped  with  a  good  Tension  pa#rr  and 
good  beer,  and  at  night  returned  to  our  ship:  hut  some  of  the  women  stared 
l»ehind."  While  the  chiefs  of  the  party  were  thus  entertained,  the  greater  part 
of  the  voyagers  went  on  shore  upon  ihe  land  of  Cape  Ann.  which  lay  very  near, 
and  gathered  store  of  fine  strawberrie.*."  Such  was  the  introduction  to  Massa- 
chusetts of  that  portion  of  our  fathers  who  *'  came  in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop."" 

It  was  not  the  purpose  of  those  who  came  to  colonize  New  England  to  eiitab- 
lis  themselves  at  Salem  as  the  guests  of  Mr.  Kndicott.  They  began  at  once  to 
look  fur  desirable  places  in  the  vicinity  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  which  to  plant 
settlements.  Boston.  Cluirlestown.  Watertown.  and  Dorchester  were  spee^lUy 
occuj)ied.  Pynchon  selected  Boxburj*  as  the  site  for  his  home,  and  bc*can}e  the 
founder  of  that  town.  His  wife  ditnl  smm  after  landing  m  .America.  leaving  t»ne 
son  and  three  daujihters.  Mr.  Pynchon  afterward  marrie<l.  as  his  second  wife. 
Mrs.  Frances  Sanfonl.  who  is  descrilHtl  in  the  J{oxbur>'  Church  reconls  as  **  a 
grave  matron  of  the  church  at  Dorchester."  He  had  no  children  by  his  second 
wife. 

Soon  after  the  colonists  arrivt»<l  in  New  England  an  Indian  chief  from  Con- 
necticut river.  nanuMl  Wahginnacut.  callcnl  u]>on  Governor  Winthrop  at  Bost<Mi 
and  urge*l  that  sunie  uf  the  English  should  visit  the  valley  of  the  Connecticnt 
and  settle  there.  He  jlescrilKni  the  soil  as  fertile,  and  promised  to  give  ei^itr 
beaver  skins  yearly  to  the  settlers  who  should  come  to  the  valley.  This  invita- 
tion, although,  from  motives  of  ]»olicy.  not  acceptetl  at  that  time,  prodnced  an 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  some  of  tlie  colonists  which  was  not  at  once 
eflPace^l.  And  now,  when  the  most  desirable  places  about  the  hay  had  been  taken 
up  and  occupied  by  eniij^rants,  and  they  felt  straitened  by  the  nearness  to  each 
other,  there  spruni:  u]*  in  the  minds  of  many  a  longing  for  new  plantations,  and 
piThaps  Ijctter  «>nes.  for  themselves  and  their  increased  stock  of  cattle.  From 
many  of  the  towns  about  Boston  there  came  pc*titions  to  the  General  Court  for 
authority  to  remove  '*  themselves  an<l  their  estates  to  the  Kyver  of  Connecticut," 
of  whose  attractions  so  much  had  been  said.  Lil>erty  had  been  granted  to  some 
of  the  i>etitioners  to  remove,  as  ]>rayiHl  for.  upon  the  condition  that  they  shoukl 
continue  under  the  government  of  Massachusetts  bay.  Cambridge  people  had 
migrate<l  to  Ilartfor*!,  Dorchester  to  Windsor,  and  Watertown  to  Wether*field, 
and  began  new  settlements  at  those  points  on  the  river. 


SPRIXGFIELDy    1636-1886.  569 


The  emigrating  party  from  Koxbury  did  not  so  soon  commence  a  new  settle- 
ment in  the  Connecticut  valley,  but  Mr.  Pynchon  sent  two  men  here  to  explore 
and  occupy  a  part  of  the  valley,  preparatory  to  the  removal  of  his  family  and 
the  actual  planting  of  a  new  settlement.  One  John  Cable  came  here  in  1635 
from  the  bay  with  John  Woodcock,  and  built  a  small  house  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Connecticut  and  south  side  of  the  Agawam  river,  in  a  meadow,  which,  from 
that  circumstance,  was  long  known  as  *'  House  meadow."  These  men  occupied 
this  house  that  summer,  and  the  *'  old  Indian  ground  "  about  it,  but  abandoned  it 
later,  on  being  informed  by  the  Indians  that  the  spot  was  liable  to  be  overflowed 
in  time  of  freshets.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Pynchon  himself  came 
to  this  valley  as  early  as  1G35,  to  satisfy  himself  of  its  eligibility  as  the  site  of  a 
new  plantation.  He  was  certainly  absent  from  the  General  Court  tliat  met 
September  1,  1635.  His  absence  from  such  a  meeting  was  unusual,  and  can  well 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  he  was  then  occupied  in  examining  the  place 
in  this  valley  which  he  designeil  for  his  future  home  and  that  of  the  friends  who 
should  follow  his  lead.  Until  he  himself  had  seen  the  flowing  streams  and  fertile 
meadows  of  which  the  Indian  chief  had  given  such  a  glowing  description,  and 
had  ascertainecl  the  advantages  of  the  place  for  his  beaver  trade,  it  is  hardly 
])n)bable  that  a  man  of  Pynchon's  caution  would  have  hazarded  a  step  attended 
with  so  much  peril  as  the  removal  of  his  family  and  his  projK'rty  from  the  bay 
to  the  river.  It  was  nut  an  enterprise  to  be  undertaken  without  careful  consid- 
eration of  it.x  diflicnlties  and  dangers. 

It  was  doubtless  after  a  thorougli  personal  investigation  of  the  subject  that 
Pynchon  and  his  associates  came  here  early  in  the  year  1030,  and  prepared  for  a 
])ennanent  settlement  in  this  place,  which  was  known  to  them  by  its  Indian 
name  of  Agawam.  By  this  name  was  understocnl  not  merely  the  tributary  of 
the  Conneeticut,  still  called  by  that  name,  and  the  meadow  bordering  \x\\on  it, 
but  also  the  interval  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  now  the  site  of  our  city. 
This  was  all  called  Agawam  for  several  years.  In  much  the  same  way  the  term 
("onnecticut  was  at  first  applied  to  designate  all  the  plantations  on  the  river.  The 
Ciencral  Court  of  Massachusetts  claimed  and  exercised  the  jurisdiction  over  all 
of  them,  when  first  settled,  and  ap])ointed  commissioners  to  govern  them.  Koger 
Ludlow,  of  Windsor,  and  William  Pynchon  were  meml)er8  of  this  commission. 
In  fact,  the  geography  of  the  Connecticut  valley  was  not  jHTfectly  understood, 
or  the  boundary  line  between  Massa<;husetts  and  Connecticut  settled,  for  a  long 
time  after  the  plantations  on  the  river  were  established.  Connecticut  claimed 
Sj)ringfield  and  Westfield  as  falling  within  the  patent  of  Connecticut.  Antl 
Springfield  was  represented  in  the  General  Court  at  IIartfor<l  in  1030  by  deputies 
chosen  by  the  plantation. 
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However  %'mgiie  and  uncertain  had  been  the  idea*  of  the  fir«t  fettkrfi  b^rv  a* 
to  the  juriftdiction  over  thi<(  valley,  there  wju^  no  failure  of  their  porpofc-  to  make 
a  plantation  here.  So  they  drew  up  and  »ig:ne<l  a  formal  a<rreenient.  decLarin^r 
the  purpiMM*  of  the  ^i^ner»  "  l»y  ftoJ*?  providence  to  make  a  plantation  at  and 
over  a^n$t  *  Agraam  '  on  Connecticut/*  and  their  agreement  to  **  certain  artick*» 
and  onlers  to  t>e  obM*rved  and  kept  by  themi^'Ivef  an<l  their  i^uceeftftor^  "in  iIr* 
management  of  their  plantation.  Thi*  paper  wa»  ^ipm-^^  by  eight  |»er>oii*.  rejir*- 
venting  thini!*elve*  to  Ik*  *•  all  the  firrt  adventun^r*  an«l  un<lertaker»  for  the  Ilan- 
tation."  Tlie  name*  pign«*«i  are  William  Pynchon.  Matthew  Mitcliell.  H«-nry 
Smith.  Jehu  Burr.  William  IMake.  KdnmiMl  Wood.  Thomas  I'ffonl.  and  John 
Cable.  The  ]ia]»er  U-ars  date  May  14.  ICW;  (old  tttyU').  which  correii|»orKi»  to 
May  25  of  the  j»re>efit  calendar. 

Be^idett  these  eijrht  tsignen*.  there  were  four  other*  apparently  concem*-^!  in  the 
Plantation  and  name<l  in  the  jtafier:  to  wit,  Thonia.«  WtMxlfonl.  John  Re-atWr. 
Sannit'l  Hutt«'rfield.  and  James*  Woo«l.  Of  the  eight  nami*s  5ign«"d  to  the  j«aji»-r. 
Mitchell.  Hlake.  Woo<l.  and  Uffonl  n'mainetl  h^n'  but  a  jshort  tim*-.  Ulake 
retuni«-<l  t<»  l)orche>ter.  from  which  to«n  he  had  conu-:  Mitchell  went  to 
Connecti<*ut,  and  li\i'<l  in  differr*nt  town!>  there  until  his  death:  Bnrr  a2>i 
Cable  were  here  a**  late  as  1«'»44.».  when  their  names  disai»]»ear  from  our 
recunl*.  Only  Pynchon  and  Smith  <»f  the  original  signers  remained  here  ovrr 
fiv«-  y»-ar>. 

Soon  after  eoniin;:  to  Springfield  Mr.  Pynchon  made  a  l»argain  with  the  In- 
dians f<»r  ih«'  jiurchase  <»f  the  land  re<iuiri*d  for  the  intemle«l  settlement.  Thi« 
barg:iin  wa^  put  in  form  .luly  l.'*.  1<I3<».  by  a  «lee<l  from  Commucke  and  Matan- 
chan.  two  ••  anci«-nt  *'  Indians  of  Agawam.  for  tliem*elvei«  an<l  as  repre»<'ntative« 
of  th«*  oth«'r  Indian  proprietor>.  conveying  to  William  Pynchon.  Henrr  Smith, 
and  J«!m  Burr,  tlivir  heirs  and  as^sociates  forever,  a  large  part  of  the  territorr 
now  o<*cui»:»m1  1»v  thi>  citv,  with  lands  in  its  vicinitv.  This  dee<l  was  fallv  ex- 
plaiiuil  to  th«*  Indians  by  Ahaughton.  an  Indian  interjireter  from  the  Bay.  and 
was  jK'rf**ctly  uniler^toKxl  !>y  them.  For  it  tliey  receive<l  an  adequate  considera- 
tion, according  to  the  values  of  that  day,  and  were  never  dissatisfied  with  the 
bargain.  For  tlu-  lands  sold  by  the  Indians  in  this  purchase  they  received 
•*  18  fathoniA  of  wanipun.  Is  coates,  18  hatchets.  18  howes.  ami  18  knives." 
and  reservtMl  to  theni»elves  the  ground  then  plante<l.  and  lil>ert}>'  to  take  fi^h 
and  deer,  ground  nuts,  walnuts,  acorns,  and  a  kind  of  wild  peas.  Wruthema, 
one  of  the  In<lians.  receiviMl  from  Mr.  Pynchon  two  coats  as  an  extra  con- 
sideration. 

There  were  fifteen  articles  or  si>ecifications  in  the  original  agreement  signe^l 
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by  the  planters  who  first  came  here.     The  first  three  of  these  articles  have  a 
special  significance.     They  read  as  follows  :  — 

"  Firstly.  "Wee  intend  by  God's  grace,  as  soon  as  we  can,  with  all  conven- 
ient speedc  to  procure  some  Godly  and  faithful  minister,  with  whonie  we  puriwse 
to  joyne  in  church  covenant  to  walk  in  all  the  ways  of  Christ. 

*•  Seco7idiy.  Wee  intend  that  our  towne  shall  be  composed  of  fourty  familys, 
or.  if  we  think  after  to  alter  our  purpose,  3'et  not  to  exceetl  the  number  of  fifty 
familys  rich  and  poore. 

"  Thirdly.  That  every  inhabitant  shall  have  a  convenient  proportion  for  a 
house  lott,  as  we  shall  see  meet  for  every  ones  quality  and  estate.'* 

By  the  limitation  of  the  town  to  forty  families  it  is  evident  that  the  original 
planters  intended  to  make  the  town  a  compact  settlement,  and  not  one  of  scat- 
tered farms,  separated  from  each  other  by  long  distances.  This  was  essential 
for  their  mutual  safety,  living  as  they  did  in  the  midst  of  an  Indian  neighbor- 
hoo<l,  and  so  remote  from  the  j)rotection  and  assistance  of  the  older  settlements 
about  Massachusetts  Bay.  Many  of  the  early  regulations,  adopted  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  town,  were  designed  to  secure,  as  one  of  their  objects,  compactness 
of  settlement.  The  General  Court  early  passed  a  law  that  all  dwelling-houses 
should  be  built  within  half  a  mile  of  the  meeting-house.  The  first  settlers  of 
our  town,  in  furtherance  of  the  same  object,  in  allotting  house  "  lotts,'*  made  the 
lots,  except  in  a  few  special  cases,  so  narrow  as  to  condense  the  population 
witliin  what  they  considered  safe  limits.  The  street  upon  which  the  houses  were 
!)uilt  followed  the  general  course  of  the  river  in  a  line  substantially  parallel  to 
it.  The  house  lots  were  all  on  the  west  side  of  the  street,  and,  with  some  excep- 
tions, were  generally  about  eight  or  ten  rods  wide.  Three  of  them  were  four- 
teen rods,  two  were  twenty  rods,  and  that  of  Mr.  Pynchon  was  thirty  rods  wide. 
All  of  the  home  lots  extcmled  from  the  street  to  the  river.  Each  of  them  had  an 
allotment  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  of  the  same  width  as  the  house  lot.  The 
land  east  of  the  street,  and  adjoining  it,  was  called  in  the  allotments  "  hasseky  ** 
marsh.  Still  further  east  there  was  usually  an  allotment  of  the  same  width,  of 
upland,  covered  more  or  less  with  wootl. 

Very  early  the  "hasseky"  meadow  was  crossed  by  a  road  or  path  about  two 
rods  wide,  running  east,  and  widening  after  passing  the  meadow.  This  road 
crossing  the  marsh  wuh  made  passable  by  corduroy  logs  laid  across  the  path. 
At  its  easterly  end  it  was  probably  connecte<l  with  the  path  leading  to  the  Bay. 
long  known  as  the  Old  Bay  road,  of  which  the  western  end  is  the  present  Bay 
street. 
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Some  of  the  early  settlers  here  came  from  the  Connecticut  towns  down  the 
river.  Windsor,  Hartford,  and  Wethersfield  had  each  of  them  some  representa- 
tives among  the  early  inhabitants  of  Springfield.  Such  settlers  could  avail  them- 
selves of  the  river  as  a  way  of  travel.  Boats,  or,  as  they  were  usually  called, 
canoes,  were  in  frequent  use  for  the  carriage  of  goods  and  the  transportation  of 
persons.  Trees  that  were  suitable  for  use  in  constrpcting  boats  were  called 
*'  canoe  trees,"  and  the  cutting  of  such  trees  was  restricted  by  vote  of  the  Plan- 
tation. 

For  the  accommodation  of  those  persons  who  wished  to  pass  to  or  from  the 
town  by  the  river,  three  wharves  or  landing-places  were  established,  one  at  the 
foot  of  what  is  now  known  as  Cypress  street,  called  the  upper  or  "higher** 
wharf,  another  at  the  foot  of  Elm  street,  called  the  middle  wharf  or  landing,  and 
the  third  at  the  foot  of  York  street,  known  as  the  lower  landing.  To  each  of 
these  a  street  or  lane  led  from  the  main  street.  The  street  leading  to  the  middle 
landing  was  the  same  that  conducted  to  the  training-place,  part  of  which  was 
afterward  used  as  a  burial-place.  This  street,  the  Elm  street  of  our  day,  was  at 
first  one  rod  wide,  but  soon  was  widened  to  two  rods. 

Probably  the  greater  number  of  the  settlers  who  came  early  to  Springfield 
made  the  journey  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the  bay  to  the  Connecticut  river  by 
land.  Some  of  them  brought  their  families  and  goods  with  them.  The  journey 
in  1636  was  a  serious  and  hazardous  undertaking  for  an  emigrating  family. 
There  were  no  paths  through  the  forest,  except  occasionally  an  Indian  trail,  no 
bridges  over  the  streams,  often  swollen  and  rapid.  Kough  and  rocky  hills  must 
bo  climbed,  and  tangled  underbrush  must  be  threa<led.  Savage  beasts  might  be 
lurking  in  the  thicket,  and  encountered  at  any  moment.  Some  of  these  pilgrims, 
seeking  a  new  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  were  the  wives  and  young 
cliildren  of  the  emigrants,  and  this  was  their  first  experience  of  a  journey  through 
the  wilderness.  There  were  dangers  to  be  met  by  day  and  by  night.  The  forest 
was  full  of  sights  and  sounds  to  which  they  were  unused.  The  Indian  was  there, 
and  the  travellers  were  not  so  familiar  with  the  savages  as  to  feel  perfectly  easy 
in  their  neighborhood.  After  traversing  the  forests  for  many  days  without 
coming  to  one  friendly  house,  where  the  women  and  children  could  have  needed 
shelter  and  rest,  and  without  seeing  one  whit«  face  they  had  ever  seen  before, 
how  wistfully  nmst  they  have  sought  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of  the  beautiful 
river  on  the  banks  of  which  they  hoped  to  find  their  home. 

Conceive  for  a  moment  a  party  of  these  wayfarers,  fatigued  with  their 
long  and  >vcarisome  journey,  as  they  straggle  out  from  the  woods,  com- 
ing, toward  the  close  of  an  autumnal  afternoon,  to  one  of  the  knolls  that 
murk  the  borders  of  our  valley,  and   looking  down  from  it  for  the  first  time 
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in   their  lives  u|>on  that  stream,  whicli    one    of   tlie   poets    of   the    valley    thus 
apostrophizes :  — 

Fair,  noble,  plorlouii  river,  In  thy  wuve 

The  sunniest  hIoimjh  und  BWtH^tcHt  pontureii  lave; 

The  mountain  torrent  with  it«  wintry  roar 

SpriuKS  from  itH  homo  and  leaps  upon  thy  Hhon*    - 

The  proniontorieM  love  thee,  and  for  thl» 

Turn  their  rough  cheeks  and  stay  thee  for  thy  kiss. 

The  travellers  now  discover  some  indications  of  civilized  life.  Here  and  there 
the  smoke  from  the  chinmey  of  a  rude  cabin  arrests  their  attention,  and  they 
begin  to  realize  that  they  are  near  to  old  neighbors  and  friends.  They  follow  the 
course  of  a  small  brook,  since  calle<l  Garden  brook,  and  descend  the  slope 
into  the  valley.  They  seek  to  find  first  the  one  man  whom  they  had  known  in 
England,  and  with  whom  they  had  crossetl  the  ocean.  They  find  Mr.  Pynchon's 
house.  There  wiis  nothing  striking  or  attractive  about  it  to  indicate^  that  it  was 
the  residence  of  the  leader  in  this  enterprise  of  founding  a  town  in  the  wilder- 
ness. It  was  a  one-story -and-a-half  wooden  structure,  unpainted,  with  a  thatched 
roof,  and  a  chimney  of  wood  covere<l  with  mortar.  Mr.  Pynchon  gives  the  new- 
comers a  cordial  welcome  to  the  hospitalities  of  his  house,  anil  they  are  soon 
numbered  among  the  settlers  of  the  planUition.  IJy  such  accessions  to  its  inhabi- 
tants the  ]>oi>ulation  of  the  place  is  gradually  increased,  and  from  being  the  plan- 
tation of  Agawam,  it  aspires  to  become  a  town,  ami  in  April,  1040,  voted  to 
change  its  name  to  SpringfieM.  By  this  name  it  was  recognized  by  the  General 
Court  in  June.  HI41,  and  ever  afterward  known. 

Previous  to  this  action  of  the  Legislature,  the  inhabitants,  in  view  of  the  fjict 
that  by  GikI's  providence  they  were  now  fallen  into  the  line  of  the  Massachusetts 
jurisdiction,  and  that  it  wouhl  be  inconvenient  to  repair  to  the  Bay  in  cases  of 
justice,  such  as  might  often  fall  out,  requiring  the  action  of  a  magistrate,  by 
g<?neral  consent  and  vote,  until  further  direction  should  come  from  the  General 
Court,  ordained  Mr.  Pynchon  to  act  as  magistrate  in  the  Phintation  of  .\gawani, 
with  the  ai<l  of  a  jury  of  six  ]>ersons. 

The  (reneral  Court,  in  1041,  gave  IVnchon  a  new  commission  to  exercise 
similar  authority  for  one  year.  In  1048  this  commission  was  renewed,  and  ex- 
tended until  the  court  should  further  order. 

Mr.  Pynchon  acted  under  the  authority  thus  conferred  upon  him  until  he 
incurred  tlu*  displ(»asure  of  the  General  Court,  by  a  theological  book  written  by 
liini  and  published  in  England.  For  this  he  was  suspended  from  oflBce,  and 
Henry  Smith,  his  son-in-law,  appointed  in  his  place.  Pynchon  was  summoned  to 
a])iK>ar  bi*fore  the  court  and  answer  for  his  offence.     He  was  a  religious  man  of 
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till'  Puritan  onler,  ami  wa«  a  zcalou*  advocate  uf  th«»  faiUi    he  h*i  cbui'&z,    Ii 
his  opiiiitjii.  tlu-rt*  W4*re  some  t'iTor?»  pn-vairDt  in  New   Eo^laxid,  puiinlirlj  a 
tlif  subj«ct  of  the  Atonement.     So.  U.'ing  a  keen  thinker  and  a  reaJv  wtSkz.  > 
undertook  to  correct  some  of  the  prevailing  errors  and  rixkiicaU:  the  troth,  u  > 
under!»too<l  it.  by  writing  a  l><x>k.  which  he  entitie«l  "The    M«rrittfrioa»  Fftct  i 
Our  Ue«lemption.  Justification,  etc..  Clearing  it  fri>ni   Sooie    ComxcuB  Emn 
etc.*^     Thi»  hiKik  was  publisheii  in  England  un<ler  Mr.  P>  iichon'i^  own  naok:.  iX 
brouglit  to  America,  where  it  soon  attracteil  the  notice  of  the  General  Cobtlai: 
pro<luceil  great  excitement.     It  was  pronounced  false.  erron«rou«,   and  brnttuu 
and  coinlemneil  to  be  burned  by  the  coumion  executioner  in  the   market-p-UK  £ 
Boiiton.     This   sentence  w  as  executed  at  once,  anil  PynchoQ  wa«    ^ummoard  W 
appi'ar  before  the  next  (jeneral  Court,  in  3Iay.  1*>51.  to  answer  for  hi>  ofeaa. 
and  not  to  ilepart  without  leave  from  the  court.     Some  of   the  member^  vi  at 
court  did  not  concur  in  the  censure  of  Mr.  Pynchon's  bt>ok.  anti  desirvc  liii 
their  reason^  for  their  dissent  might  Ik-  n-cordeil  or  kept  on   file.     Tbr  cuCt 
would   allow  neither   course.     But  it  ]»a.ssed  an  onler  entreating;  yir.  Nortori  a2 
eminent  divine  of  Ipswich,  to  answer  the  l>ook.     This  vote  was  fKifrSctl  on  thr  L^ 
of  <JctolH*r.  \*t'*i).  and  then  the  nmtter  rest«*d  until  May.  1051.      At    that  timf  xhr 
court  passeil  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Norton  for  liis  answer  to  Pvnchon*^   book.  aaL 
ordenil  the  treasurer  to  pay  him  £2m  out  of  the  next  tax  levied,  and  that  NorucV 
answer   be   printeil.     At  the  ^anle    >ession   Mr.   Pynchon  appear^-d    b^rforv  '^ 
court  and  avoweil  liini<>elf  the  autlior  of  his  book,  and  qualified  soni«r  uf  thr  ex- 
pressions used   by  liini,  and   explaine«l  more   fully  his  meaning.      Thereupon  i^ 
court  »usi>ende4i  all  further  action  in  the  case  until  the  14th  of  OctolH.'r  ftiUuwi::;. 
when  he  was  required  again  to  apinar.     In  <.>ctober  the  court  extended  the  ^-^^ 
for  his  appearance  to  May.  1»*».'>2.     At  the  se^sion  of  the  court  in  Mav.  ltw'»2.  lb- 
Pynchon  did  not  apjiear.     Indignant  at  the   treatment  he  had    received  from  cIk 
authorities  at  Boston,  and  apprehensive  of  further  ill-usage,  he  left  Xew  EoglaDC 
for  Old  England.     He   knew  that  if  he  sliould  be  convicted  of  hf  r«.-«v  he  cunll 
exiiect  no  lenity  from  the  colonial  authorities.     John  £ndic*ott.  one  of   the  mvK 
rigid  Puritans  of  llie  age,  was  then  governor.     The  deputy  gi>vemor  wa*  Tbootf 
DudU-y.  a   man  who  liad  jierslstently  quarrelled  witli  Wiuthrop,  ami   who«e  ia- 
flexible  temper  waij   satirize^]    by  om-  of  the  wits  of  the  time    in    thi*   irunioil 
epitaph  :  — 

Ilere  Hen  Thoiiiiu*  I>u<il<>y,  that  tru»ty  uld  8tud, 
A  barg]iiD'«  a  bar^aiu  lujd  iuu«t  bv  twtdv  {food. 

Mr.  Pynchon  ha<l  come  to  New  England  to  avoid  |>er8ecution.      He  now  left  J. 
to  escape  from  intolerance.     When  out  of  the  reach  of  the  vindictive  malice  of 


SPHINGFIELD,    26S6-1SS6.  575 


lii8  oneiiue»,  he  wrote  and  published  a  reply  to  Mr.  Norton's  book,  in  which 
lie  controverted  Norton's  arguments,  and  reaffirmed  his  own  views. 

From  the  nature  of  the  public  duties  devolved  upon  him  by  the  General 
Court,  it  is  apparent  that  Pynchon  was  regarded  as  an  astute  man  of  affairs, 
capable  of  conducting  any  kind  of  business.  He  could  make  a  contract  M-ith 
the  Indians  for  a  large  tract  of  territory.  He  could  manage  successfully  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  colony,  and  so  was  made  its  tretisurer.  He  could  dis- 
cuss and  eluciilate  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  man  as  captious  Gov.  ThomaA  Dudley, 
a  question  of  policy  in  the  treatment  of  the  Imlian,  so  as  to  avoid  difficult  and 
dangerous  complications.  All  this  Mr.  Pynchon  did.  He  could  and  did  admin- 
ister wisely  the  judicial  duties  that  were  devolved  upon  him  as  the  only  magis- 
trate in  western  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  man  of  great  enterprise,  and  devoted 
his  energies  to  building  up  this  town  which  he  had  founded.  He  intended  that 
it  should  become  a  commercial  centre  in  this  vallev,  from  wliich  should  radiate 
an  influence  for  the  prosperity  of  all  this  region.  To  this  end  he  gathered  about 
him  here  men  of  various  tnules  and  occupations,  with  skill  and  resolution 
adapted  to  give  success  to  the  town.  He  established  a  trade  here  in  furs  and 
farm  products  that  reached  not  only  to  the  towns  below  on  the  river,  but  to 
Boston  and  the  settlements  on  the  bay.  Mr.  Pynchon  never  returned  to  America, 
but  ilied  at  Wraisbury,  in  England,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1GG2,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two. 

With  Pynchon  went  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Smith,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  General  Court  as  his  successor  in  office.  He  was  a  man  of  caimcity,  and 
well  qualified  to  fill  the  place  vacrated  by  Pynchon.  But  he  preferred  following 
the  fortunes  of  his  father  Pynchon  to  remaining  here. 

With  Mr.  Pynchon  also  went  another  early  settler.  Rev.  George  Moxon,  who 
hail  come  to  Springfield  in  ir>;^7,  as  its  first  minister.  He  brought  with  him  a 
wife  and  several  children,  and  luid  some  children  born  here.  He  was  educated 
in  England,  and  received  ordination  to  the  ministry  there.  So  tliat,  upon  his 
arrival  in  New  England,  in  1G37,  he  was  ready  to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  the  first 
settlers  as  the  godly  and  faithful  mmister,  with  whom  they  desired  to  join  in 
cnurch  covenant.  Mr.  Moxon  continued  the  minister  of  the  town,  and  was 
useful  in  his  vocation  until  \i\o\.  .Vbout  that  time  suspicions  of  witchcraft 
began  to  be  entertained  here.  A  nervous  and  probably  insane  Moman  by  the 
name  of  Mary  Parsons,  wife  of  Hugh  Parsons,  was  accused  by  Martha  and 
Rebecca  Moxon,  the  daughters  of  the  minister,  of  practising  the  arts  of 
witchcraft.  To  her  agency  were  ascribed  some  distempers  from  whicli  they 
suffereil.  She  luul  killed  her  own  child,  and  so  was  arreste<l  and  taken  to 
Boston,  and  tried  there  both  for  murder  and  witchcraft.     Both  of  these  offences 
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were  capital.     Slie  was  acquitted  of  the  chairge  of  witchcraft,  but   convicted  uf 
the  murder  by  lier  owu  confession,  and  sentenced  to  death. 

The  connection  of  his  family  with  this  case  made  it  disagreeable  to  Mr.  Moron 
to  remain  here,  and  concurring  with  the  troubles  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Pynchon. 
induce<l  him  to  accompany  Pynchon  to  England,  from  which  he  never  retumtrd 
to  America. 

The  loss  of  these  three  so  prominent  men  was  a  serious  blow  to  the  young 
town  of  Springfield.  In  his  century  sermon,  delivere<l  here  October  Iti.  1775, 
Mr.  Brec'k,  speaking  of  it,  says  :  •'It  was  a  day  of  darkness  with  this  town,"  that 
ho  • '  rememberetl  to  have  formerly  heard  some  of  the  age<l  people,  who  had  it 
from  their  forefathers,  say  that  it  went  near  to  break  up  the  settlement." 

The  departure  of  William  Pynchon  brought  at  once  into  prominent^.*  his  son. 
John  Pynchon,  then  about  twenty-six  years  of  age,  who  ha<l  come  to  Springfield 
with  liis  father  at  its  first  settlement,  and  was  faniiruir  with  its  historv  and  all  its 
interests,  lie  ha^l  receiveil  a  training  under  his  father  that  i)repare<l  him  at  om.-^ 
to  enter  ui>on  the  management  of  all  affairs,  both  private  and  public,  that  had 
previously  been  conducte<l  by  his  father.  John  Pynchon  l>ecame  immediately  the 
leading  man  of  Springfield  in  every  respect. 

His  private  business  was  very  extensive.     He  wjis  the  merchant  who  c*arried 
on  a  large  trade,  buying  of  his  townsmen  wluitever  i)rotIucts  of  tlieir  farms  they 
hail  for  .^ale.     He  had  a  storehouse  at  Warehouse  Point,  from  which   his  goods, 
received  from  Hartford,  were  transiwrted  to  Sprmgfield  and  sold  to  his  neighbors 
here.     He  M-as  a  large  dealer  in  furs,  particularly  of  the  beaver,  wliicli  abounded 
in  the  Connecticut  and  Woronoco  (or  West  field)  rivers.    The  collection  of  these 
fur>  gave  employment  to  many  men,  as  well  Indians  as  white  men.     He  was  jiart 
owner  of  a  vessel  tliat  transiK)rti*<l  l>eaver  skins  and  other  goods  from  Hartford 
to  Boston  f«>r  trau>>liipnu'nt  to  England.    He  was  the  proprietor,  witli  his  brother- 
in-law,  Holyoke,  of  a  corn-mill  and  a  saw-mill,  at  wliich  the  grain  of  the  inliabi- 
Lints  was  grounil.  and  their  lumlKT  sawed.     He  had  m  his  employ  boats  on  the 
river,  and  teams  on  the  land.     All  this  work  required  the  services  of   his  fellow- 
townsmen  of  different  tnnles  and  occupations,  and  brought  to  Springfield  many 
IH»rsoiis  who  be<*ame  useful  citizens.     Many  of  tlieni  had  experience  and  skill 
in  some  i>articular  kiml  of  business.     But  Mlmtever  tliat  may  luive  been,  they 
could  readily  turn  tlieir  hands  to  almost  any  kin<l   of  work.     In  general,   they 
apjK'ar  to  have  been  industrious  and  honest  men,  who  feared  God  and  were  just 
to  their  neighl>ors. 

The  public  stations  filled  by  John  Pynchon,  and  the  public  duties  performeil 
by  him,  exceinknl  in  numlwr  and  equalle<l  in  imiKirtance  those  of  his  father. 
When  the  captaincy  of  the  military  com])any  here  was  vacated  by  the  departun- 
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of  Henry  Smith,  John  I'ynchon  waa  appointed  captain  in  Smith's  place.  From 
this  lie  rose  to  be  the  commander  of  the  regiment  of  the  county,  which  then  com- 
prised all  the  State  west  of  Middlesex  county.  In  this  capacity  he  acted  during 
the  King  Philip  war.  In  the  records  of  that  time  he  is  commonly  styled  the 
•'  Worshipful  "  Major  Pynchon. 

In  1(>59  he  was  chosen  a  deputy  from  Springfield  to  the  General  Court,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  to  represent  the  town  until  1667,  when  he  was  elected 
by  the  court  to  the  upper  branch  of  the  Legislature  as  an  assistant.  He  held 
that  office  until  1686. 

He  was  often  appointed  to  transact  important  business  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
State.  In  1664  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  represented  the  English 
government  in  receiving  from  tlie  Dutch  the  surrender  of  New  Amsterdam, 
which  then  took  its  present  name  of  New  York. 

In  1680  he  was  sent  as  a  commissioner  bv  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
to  Albany  to  arrange,  with  the  aid  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  a  treaty  with 
the  Macquas  or  Mohawk  Indians,  to  secure  the  people  of  Massachusetts  from  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians  of  tliat  powerful  tribe. 

In  this  negotiation  he  was  successful.  The  Indians  gave  him  a  written  answer 
to  his  ])ropositi()n.  This  answer,  originally  drawn  in  the  Dutch  language,  was 
translated  into  EngUsh  by  an  interpreter,  and  Ti»corde«l  in  the  colony  records.  It 
is  a  curious  and  interesting  document.  The  Indians  addressed  the  major  as 
'•  Hrother  Pynchon,"  and  expressed  their  glawlness  at  seeing  him  again  at  Albany, 
as  tlu'V  had  seen  him  four  years  before,  and  their  resolution  to  keep  inviolate  the 
tn'aty  which  they  had  just  made  with  him. 

The  General  Court  directed  the  entire  paper  to  be  recorded,  and  ordered  "  that 
Maj.  John  I'yuchon,  for  his  great  paines  in  his  hard  journey  last  winter  to  the 
Macquas  and  concluding  a  ])eace  with  them,  be  paid  £12."  Often  associated  with 
Major  Pynchon  w«'re  his  brother-in-law,  Elizur  Holyoke,  and  Deacon  Samuel 
Chapin.  The  three  Mtfre  appoint<>d  commissioners  in  1652,  after  William  Pynchon 
left,  to  hold  courts  an<i  administer  justice  in  Springfield.  They  had  jurisdiction 
in  all  actions  of  small  amount,  and  in  the  trial  of  criminal  cases  that  **  reached 
not  to  life,  limbs,  or  banishment,'*  saving  to  the  partie/*  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Court  of  Assistants  at  Hoston. 

Holyoke  Mas  a  native  of  Tamworth,  in  England,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
his  father,  Edward  Holyoke,  about  16:57  or  16iJ8,  an«l  lived  for  a  time  at  Rumney 
Marsh,  now  Chelsea.  He  was  probably  drawn  to  Springfield  by  an  attachment 
formeil  for  Mary  Pynchon,  the  daughti>r  of  William  and  sister  of  John,  to  whom 
\w  was  married  in  November,  1640.  She  is  described  as  a  very  lovely  woman. 
••  a  viTy  glory  of  womanhooil." 


578  SPRIXGFIELD,    1636-2886. 


A  home  lot  twenty  rods  wide  wa«  ai^sigoeil  to  Mr.  Ilolyoke  next  vouth  frooi 
that  of  Ins  father-in-law,  Wilham  Pynchon.  It  occupietl  the  whole  s|Mioe  from 
the  northerly  line  of  Worthingrton  street  to  the  southerly  line  t»f  Bri<lgpe  *tpe*-i. 
He  afterward  a<*quire«l,  hy  ])urehase  or  grant  fn>m  the  town,  largre  additiooal 
tracts  of  land  on  lx)th  bides  of  the  river. 

In  1(M;2  the  towns  of  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Hadley  wt^re  niaiie  a 
county  hy  the  name  of  Hampslure.  Springfield  was  made  the  »hirv  town,  but 
courts  wi-re  to  he  held  alternately  at  Springfield  and  Northampton. 

In  H»«I.'>  Jolm  Pynchon  Mas  made  pre.-^uling  judge  of  the  c«>urt,  with  four  a**o- 
ciatrs.  Ilolyoke  was  the  associate  fron»  Springfield,  and  was  al^o  the  r^i-unltr 
of  the  court. 

Deacon  Sanmel  C'hapin  came  to  Springfield,  in  ir>42.  from  Koxbur>.  wlier^  he 
had  owned  a  lu>u>e  and  lot.  On  June  2.  1041.  he  t4H)k  the  freeman's  «.»ath  at 
Boston,  anil  m>  lK*came  legally  a  citizen  of  Ma^sachuM'tts.  It  apiK'an*  by  the 
church  reconls  t>f  Koihury  that  he  and  his  wife.  Cicvly  Cliapiu,  were  lH>th  mem- 
bers of  Uev.  John  Kliot's  church  in  that  town.  His  son.  Japliet.  w  as  Imptixed 
there  Oetoln'r  !•'>,   H*,42. 

In  Decemlw-r.  ltI4.'5.  he  appears  hy  the  reconls  to  liave  been  at  Spring^eld  a5 
one  of  a  jur>'  of  whi<h  Ilolyoke  was  foreman,  and  Samuel  AVriglit.  after^-anl  a 
deacon  of  the  chun*li,  was  a  meinlKT.  Wright  and  Chapin  were  the  first  deacons 
of  the  church  here.  Deacon  Wright  removetl  to  Nortlmmpton,  and  «lie<l  there. 
His  descendants  alxjund  in  that  ]da<'e  and  vicinity.  Deacon  Chapin  continued  to 
n*8ide  at  Spnngfield.  v  here  he  hatl  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters.  The 
northern  part  of  the  town  was  at  one  time  almost  jK'ojded  hy  his  tlcsceudant^. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  l.si>2,  a  meeting  of  his  descendants  wa.^  held  here 
in  the  old  Fir>l  Church,  which  was  largely  attemliMl  fn»ni  all  jwirts  of  the  eountrj. 
Stephen  C.  IJemi*.  «)ne  of  the  descendants,  and  then  mayor  of  thijs  city,  pre- 
sidcil.  Judge  Henrk"  Chapin.  «>f  Worcester,  delivere<l  an  address,  and  the  late 
Dr.  Holhuid.  whose  wife  was  a  Chapin,  read  a  ixn-m.  Other  interestinjf  atldresses 
were  delivere«l  by  other  tlistinguishe<l  member>  of  the  family.  In  this  way  the 
memory  of  tlie  old  deacron  was  kept  alive.  And  now,  as  if  all  this  were  not 
enough  to  jHTiK'tuate  his  memory,  it  is  projwsetl  to  erect  a  bronze  statue  on 
Court  square,  in  front  kA  the  church  in  w  hich  he  once  worshipiH"*!  and  officiated  as 
deacon.  .Vii  artist  of  n*nowne<l  skill  has  been  engaged  to  prepare  this  statue, 
and  luis  already  begun  the  work.  When  finishe<l  and  erecteil,  it  will,  undoubt- 
edly, be  a  fit  memorial  in  a  tit  place  of  the  worthy  man  it  is  designed  to 
represent. 

While  we  h«)ld  in  esjK'cial  honor  the  few  men  w ho  were  lea<lers  in  the  earh 
settlement  of  this  town,  and  w  ho  shariMl  with  William  P>nichon,  during^  the  »ix- 
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teen  years  of  his  stay  here,  the  labor  aiid  responsibility  of  laying  the  founda- 
tions, we  must  not  forget  or  overlook  the  names  uf  others,  who,  without  aspiring 
to  any  post  of  leadership,  wore  content,  in  the  simple  capacity  of  pioneer  settlers, 
to  aid  in  building  up  this  town  in  the  M-ildeniess,  although  it  required  them  to 
expose  themselves  anil  their  families  to  the  privations  and  dangers  of  a  frontier 
life.  Of  this  class  of  early  settlers,  in  addition  to  those  already  named,  may  be 
mentioned  John  Searle,  Thomas  Ilorton,  Thomas  Mirrick,  John  Leonanl,  Robert 
Ashley,  William  Warriner,  Henry  Burt,  Rowland  Stebbins,  Richard  Sikes, 
Thomas  Cooper,  James  Bridgman,  Alexander  Edwards,  Francis  Ball,  John 
Harmon,  Miles  Morgan,  Benjamin  Cooley,  John  Matthews,  George  Colton, 
Jo8e])h  Parsons,  John  Clarke,  Widow  Margaret  Bliss  and  her  four  sons, 
Nathaniel,  Lawrence,  Samuel,  and  John,  also  Rc*ice  Hedortha,  John  Lorn- 
banl,  George  Langton,  Anthony  Dorchester,  John  Lamb,  John  Dumbleton, 
Rowland  Thomas,  Jonathan  Taylor,  Thomas  Miller,  Benjamin  Munn,  John 
Dibble.  All  these  have  descendants  here,  and  their  names  have  long  been 
familiar  to  us. 

We  are  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  this  town. 
One  quarter  of  a  thousand  years  has  passed  since  its  cor]M>rate  existence  began 
in  the  nmtnal  agreement  of  the  first  settlers.  Although  weak  in  its  infancy,  it 
gradually  outgrew  the  discouragements  of  its  origin.  The  steady  courage  of  the 
founders  never  failed  amid  all  the  trials  of  its  earlv  vears.  When  William 
Tynclion,  the  original  leader  of  the  colonists,  was  compelled  to  abandon  the 
town  and  return  to  England,  it  seemed  for  the  time  that  the  enterprise  was  almost 
hopeless,  and  a  deep  gloom  spread  over  the  minds  of  the  people. 

But  a  new  leader  came  forwanl  in  the  jK^rson  of  his  son,  John  Pynchon,  who 
inime<liately  showed  his  capacity  to  take  the  place  M'hich  his  father  had  vacated, 
and  carry  on  the  work  that  his  father  had  lH*gun.  .Vnd  so  a  new  impulse,  for- 
ward and  upward,  was  given  to  the  enterprise,  and  the  town  continued  steadily  to 
grow  and  proKi>er  until  that  disastrous  day  in  October,  1<>75,  when  the  Indians, 
stimulated  by  Philip,  the  chief  of  the  Wampanougs,  a  tril>e  having  its  principal 
seat  in  Bristol  county  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Rho<le  Island,  suddenly  laid 
a.'^ide  the  pipe  of  peace,  and  M-ith  tomahawk,  gun,  and  torch  began  the  work  of 
destruetion  and  slaughter. 

Philip  endeavored  to  combine  all  tiie  Indians  of  New  England  in  u  grand  con- 
federacy against  the  English  colonists,  in  the  hope  to  expel  or  exterminate  the 
colonists.  Failing  at  first  to  secure  the  (cooperation  of  the  Xarragansett 
Indians,  and  being  hard  pressed  by  the  English  and  their  allies,  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  Philip  was  forced  from  his  stronghold  in  Bristol  county  and  its  vicinity 
to  the  interior  of  Massachusetts  among  the   Nipmuck  Indians.     These  joined 
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him  in  a  raid  ui)on  somt*  of  tlu*  towns  of  Worct* .hUt  county  and   th**  uppt*r  town* 
on  the  (Connecticut  river. 

They  hurned  Brookfiehl.  Next  they  appeare<i  at  Deerfield  and  NorthfiekL 
A  few  <iay8  later  occurred  the  niaft«acre  at  Rloody  Brook,  when*  Captain  Lathrop. 
with  eiglity-eijj:ht  young  men,  the  fl<twer  of  Essex  county,  were  attacked  by  a 
superior  force  of  Indians,  and  seventy  of  tlieir  number  slain.  These  a^Mialtf 
upon  the  uppi^r  towns  on  the  river  were  attended  with  the  barbarities  usual  in 
Indian  warfare,  and  excited  general  attention  and  sympathy.  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  sent  their  forces  t«)  protect  tlie  endangered  towns.  Maj.  John  IVn- 
chon  was  coniniander-in-cliief  of  the  Massachusetts  forces.  Major  Treat  com- 
manded thosf  of  Connecticut.  Among  the  subordinate  Massachusetts  officers  were 
Captain  Appleton  and  Captain  Mosely. 

The  advice  «)f  Major  I'ynchon  to  the  colonial  authorities  had  been  that  garri- 
sons should  l>e  maintaini>d  in  tlie  frontier  towns  for  their  protection.  But  this 
advice  lia<l  \wv\\  overruletl.  and  orders  had  biKMi  issued  that  whenever  an  enemj 
appeared,  soldiers  should  he  despatchcnl  in  pursuit  of  them.  In  this  kind  of 
strategy'  the  Indians  w^re  nmch  suiH^rior  to  tlie  English.  They  were  familiar 
with  all  the  paths  by  which  the  f«>n*sts  could  be  traversed.  Their  movements 
were  stealthy  and  rapid.  They  fell  upon  the  amazed  and  bewildered  settlers 
when  Xviint  exjiec-ted.  executetl  their  savage  an<l  blo<Hly  work  with  fearful  rapidity, 
and  then  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  they  had  come,  leaving  little  or  no  tnice  of 
their  course.  It  was  to  little  purjM>se  that,  when  tidings  reached  the  nearest 
military  force,  detachments  were  sent  in  pursuit.  (Jenerally  they  reaohe<l  the 
s(vne  only  to  find  the  smoking  ruins  of  hou.««>s  that  the  savages  had  burnetl.  and 
the  mutilut4*d  and  ghastly  remains  of  their  occupants. 

In  pursuance  of  the  orders  which  he  nKHMvc^l  from  the  commissioners,  who 
had  charge  of  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Major  Pynchon,  with  all  the  force  under 
his  command  at  Springfield,  numbering  ahout  forty-five  men.  was  required  to 
march  northwanl  on  the  4th  of  October,  UI7i>,  U.S.  (October  15  of  the  present  cal- 
endar), hy  tidings  that  a  considerable  Ixnly  of  Indians  had  been  seen  near  Ilad- 
ley.  To  reiK'l  this  enemy  the  English  forces  were  onlered  to  concentrate  in  that 
town.  So  that  when  tlie  night  of  October  4  closeil  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Springfield  they  were  entirely  without  military  <lefence.  Their  own  militia  were 
with  Major  Pym-hon  at  Iladley,  or  on  tlieir  march  towanl  tliat  place.  Major 
Treat  with  his  Coimecticut  troops  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  a  i*onsid- 
erable  distance  from  this  town. 

Notwithstanding  their  defenceless  condition,  the  people  of  Springfield  diti  not 
appear  to  feel,  at  first,  any  serious  apprehension  of  danger  threatening  tiie 
town.     Philip  and  his  warriors  were  supi>osed  to  be  engaged  in  distant  o|ienitl4»it> 
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farther  up  the  river,  where  he  had  the  sympathy  of  the  Indians.  So  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Si)ringfield  retired  to  their  rest  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, ir»7r>,  with  a  feeling  of  security.  In  the  night  they  were  aroused  by  a  mes- 
senger from  Windsor,  with  information  that  an  Indian  there,  who  lived  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  had  revealed  the  fact  that  a  plot  had  been  formed  to  de- 
stroy Springfield,  and  that  a  large  body  of  Philip's  men  had  been  admitted  by  the 
Springfield  Indians  to  their  fort  on  Long  hill,  about  a  mile  south  from  the  town, 
for  this  purpose.  The  alarm  was  immediately  given  to  all  the  inhabitants,  and 
messengers  were  sent  to  Major  Pynchon  and  Major  Treat.  The  villagers  fled 
at  once  to  the  fortified  houses  with  such  of  their  more  valuable  effects  as  they 
could  retwlily  remove.  At  that  time  there  were  three  fortified  houses.  One  was 
the  brick  house  of  Major  Pynchon,  built  by  him  in  1660,  standing  near  the  head 
of  Fort  street,  and  known  since,  for  many  years,  as  the  Old  Fort.  The  other 
fortified  liouses  were  nearer  the  south  end  of  the  main  street. 

Every  ])reparation  was  made  for  defence  that  the  nature  of  the  case  M'ould 
allow.  But  there  was  a  painful  consciousness  of  immediate  danger.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  fortified  houses  awaited  with  sleepless  anxiety  the  coming  of  day. 
The  nijjfht  wore  away,  and  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  October  5,  dawned  upon  the 
watchers.  It  brought  no  confirmation  of  the  fears.  The  risen  sun  disclosed  no 
savage  foes.  The  houses  stretched  along  the  street  showed  no  signs  of  liaving 
been  disturbed.  Some  of  the  inhabitants^  began  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  report 
from  Windsor.  Of  this  number  was  Thomas  Cooper,  who  hatl  been  lieutenant 
of  tlie  Springfield  Company,  a  brave  and  exi)erience<l  ofllcer.  He  determmed  to 
test  the  truth  of  the  re^iort  from  Windsor  by  making  himself  a  personal  visit  to 
the  Inilian  fort.  Taking  with  him  Thomas  Miller,  the  two  set  out  on  horseback 
down  Main  street  toward  Long  hill.  They  had  just  entered  the  woods  which 
skirt€»d  the  settlement  in  tlmt  direction,  but  had  not  crossed  Mill  river,  when  they 
were  fired  ujion  by  some  unseen  foes.  Miller  was  instantly  killed.  Cooper  waa 
mortally  wounded  and  fell  from  his  horse,  but  succeeded  in  mounting  again  and 
rode  to  the  nearest  fort,  before  reaching  which  he  receiveil  a  second  shot  and 
soon  after  died. 

The  Indians  then  burst  upon  tlie  town  with  the  greatest  fury.  Unable  to 
gratify  tlieir  thirst  for  blooil  by  the  slaughter  of  the  pi^oplc,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge in  the  forts,  they  applied  the  torch  to  the  buildings.  Al)out  thirty-two 
houses  and  twenty-five  barns  with  their  coutiMit^  were  destroyed.  Major 
Pvnchon's  corn-mill  and  saw-mill  were  cousumeil. 

While  this  work  of  destruction  was  going  on.  Major  Treat  arrived  with  his 
forces  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  but  was  unable  to  cross  for  want  of  boats. 
Nothing  effectual  for  the  relief  of  the  town  could  be  accomplished  until  about 
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three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  Major  Pynchon  with  his  iorve  of  two  hnn- 
ilred  soldiers,  ufttT  an  exhausting  march  from  Hailley,  arrived,  only  in  time  to 
see  ttie  ruin  wliich  the  savages  had  wrought  to  the  homes  an«l  property  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Besides  Cooper  and  Miller,  one  woman,  Pentecost  Matthews,  wife  of  John 
Matthews,  was  killed.  Edmund  Pringridays  was  severely  wounded,  and  die«l  a 
few  tlavs  ufterMard.     About  fortv  families  lost  all  their  means  «>f  subsistence. 

Of  the  fearful  incidents  of  that  disastrous  day  I  have  spoken  on  another 
occasion,  and  neetl  not  dwell  further  u]M)n  them  now.  It  was  a  time  of  threat  dis- 
tress, and  came  near  to  making  an  end  of  this  town. 

But  a  brighter  day  dawned.  Major  Pynchon  gave  up  the  idea,  which  he  at 
first  entertainetl.  of  abandoning  this  frontier  town  for  a  safer  home  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  He  inspire*!  his  fellow  townsmen  with  new  courajfe.  and  trust 
in  the  protecting  care  of  Heaven,  and  through  all  the  remaimler  of  his  long  life 
continued  to  devote  his  time  and  talents  to  advancing  the  prosperity  of  Spring- 
fiehl.     He  dit^l  January   17.   17(K^.   universally  lamentcil. 

The  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  th«»se  who  knew  him  is  well  expresse«l 
in  a  discourse  ilelivertMl  at  his  funeral  by  Hev.  Solomon  Sto<ldani.  pa.stor  of  the 
church  of  Northampton,  an  eminent    clergyman  of    that  time.      Takin^i^   for  his 
text  the  first,  second,  an<l   third  verses  of  the  thini  chapter  of    Isaiah,  he   said  : 
*'  A  great  man  is  fallen  this  day  in  our  Israel,  and  it   becomes  us  to  mourn  and 
lament  under  this  dis])ensation.     (iotl  has  removed  one  that  has  been  a  loii|;r  while 
serviceable,  that   has  been  employe<l  uj)on   public  service  for  above  fifty  years. 
He  has   been  servicrable  unto  the  country  in  general,  and  in  special  among  our- 
selves.     He  hath  had  the   (irincipal   management  ttf  our  military  affairs  and  our 
civil  affairs,  and  labored  nuicli  in  the  settling  of  most  of  our  plantations ;    has 
manageil   things  with  imlustry,  prudence,  and  nnxleration.     He  has  been  careful 
in  time  of  war,  and.  as   there   has    been  occasion,  he    has    been  a  peacemaker 
among  us  and  helpful  in  composing  of  differences :  he  has  discountenance*!  rude 
and  vicious  jhtsous.  bearing  his  testimony  against  them.     It  is  to  be  feared  that 
we  shall  feel  the  sorrowful  eflFects  of  his  removal  a  l<»ng  while.    Sometimes  where 
parents  die.  children  «1(>  not  at  i)resent  so  nmch  feel  the  want  of  them  as  they  do 
afterward.      We  may  have  occasion  afterwanl  to  remember  with  sorrow  that  we 
had   such  an  one  among  us.     'riH)ugh  wi»  have  other  useful  men,  yet  there  may 
arise  such  cases  wherein  there  may  be  great  need  of  his  conduct  and  help.      He 
was  honorable,  and  had  great  influence  ui>on  men  of  authority  abroad  anil  upon 
the  jH'ople  at  home,  and  had  more  expi*rience  by  far  than  any  other  among  us." 

To    this    justly  deserved    eulogium.    uttere<l    by  one    of   his    contemporaries 
who    knew   him  well,   I    desire   to    ad<l  only  a  wonl.      Springfield    owes   John 
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Pyiichon  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  honor,  for  nil  that  he  did  and  sufferetl  as  her 
preserver  and  benefactor,  that  will  never  be  discharged  until  some  memorial 
has  been  devise*!  that  shall  adequately  express  in  an  enduring  form  her 
obligations  to  him  as  her  foremost  citizen  during  the  first  century  of  her 
existence. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  predict  or  anticipate  the  future  of  our  city.  We  live 
in  an  age  when  knowledge  is  making  rapid  strides  towanl  ultimate  predominance 
in  the  world.  Art  and  science  have  made  wonderful  progress  during  the  half- 
century  now  cloHing.  No  man  can  foretell  or  foresee  what  the  next  half-century 
will  develop  or  ilisclose.  Nowhere,  perhaps,  is  the  ingenuity  of  men  pushing 
more  vigorously  than  in  this  valley  the  search  for  whatever  will  extend  the 
boundaries  of  human  knowledge  and  promote  the  comfort  of  man  and  the  welfare 
of  societv. 

ThiH  enterprising  spirit  must  have  an  important  influence  upon  the  coming 
generaticms  in  this  city.  The  issue  under  heaven  must  depend  on  ourselves. 
If  we  are  true  to  our  respimsibilities  —  if  we  perform  faithfully  our  duties,  both 
public  and  private  —  if  we  guard  carefully  against  the  intrusion  of  evil  influences 
—  if  we  cherish  a  regard  for  the  memory  of  our  fathers  and  maintain  the 
standard  of  virtue,  intelligence,  and  religion,  which  they  established,  there  is 
no  (legree  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  however  exaltetl,  to  which  we  may  not 
attain. 

Music  by  the  Orpheus  Club,  tis8isU»<l  by  Mrs.  P.  8.  Hailey  and 
G  art  hinds   Hand,  followed  the  address. 

JriMiK  Knowltc»n.  —  The  first  settlers  of  New  Kngland  were  occupiwl  with 
the  practical  affairs  of  daily  life.  It  was  not  the  beauty  of  the  fair  Connecti- 
cut, as  eluding  the  two  grim  sentinels  that  stood  in  her  path,  she  escaped  in 
graceful  curves  through  this  fertile  valley  to  the  sea,  tliat  attracte<l  the  attention 
and  fixed  the  habitation  of  our  fathers.  It  was  her  utility,  as  a  bearer  of  bur- 
dens to  and  from  the  harbors  on  the  southern  shore,  that  made  her  priceless  in 
their  eyes.  Hut  their  fathers  in  Kngland  luul  seen  Shakespeare,  and  the  spark 
of  poetic  fire  which  they  brought  with  them  was  burietl,  not  extinguished,  and 
it  needeil  but  a  zephyr's  breath  to  fan  it  into  flame.  Springfield  now  has 
poets  not  a  few,  and  among  them  all  there  is  none  more  beloved,  or  who  sings 
sweeter  songs,  than  he  who  adorns  the  judii^ial  bench,  and  scatters  by  the 
waysi«le  garlands  of  poesy.  I  intro<luce  the  poet  of  the  «lay.  Judge  William  S. 
Shurtleff. 
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ANNIVERSARY    ODE. 


BT  Jn>6K  WILLIAM   J».    J«HniTLErr. 


A  timely  thought,  — 
Heaven  eeDt,  or  by  a  happy  fortuDe  cauftht 

A*  it  wan  waDderiiig,  like  a  floated  seed, 

Beekin;;  a  «oil  in  need, 
Ita  lodiinnent  finding  in  a  troubled  brain 
That  had  been  querying  long,  in  vain, 

VThy    Go<i    in    his    juat    providence   had 
wrought 
Ttiat  reaaon  should  in  all  be  free 
But  action  nometimea  held  in  alaver>-, 

The  8er\'ant  of  a  oingle  equal'a  will,  — 
That  «oniewhere  in  the  new-found  Went 

There  might  be  t«till. 
Aa  yet  concealed  from    keen  OppreiMlon** 
queat, 

Beyond  the  circle  of  the  chainleiM  aea, 

A  haven  God -reserved  for  Liberty. 

On  1/eyden  «itrand« 
A  kneeling  minister  with  heavenward  handu 
Amid  a  tearful  throng, 
Kmbracea  cloae,  and  lingered  long. 

Of  separating  friends, 
In  parting  that  a  life's  association  ends, 

And  fer>enl  farewells  spoken   fearing- 

ly.  - 

A  shallop  beating  out  to  seu. 
To  westward  sailed. 
Upon  its  prow  a  stately  fiwrure  veiled, 
A  cross  within  her  hand. 

Her  foot  on  Plymouth  strand, 

.\nd  Freedom  reached  her  heritage! 
Kepreased  in  every  Kastem  land, 
Oppresaed  in  every  earlier  ajfe, 
At  last  she  stood 
Untrammelled  in  the  Western  solitude, 
Wherein,  since  air  to  sound  was  stirred, 
No  irritated  car  had  heard 
The  tones  of  tyranny,  whose  soil  no  su*p 

had  trod 
Subservient  to  any  one  but  God  I 
.Vbove  her  haughty  head 
Her  pure   white    banner  to    the    free   air 
spread, 


Her  cautious  veil  forever  cmmt  auide. 
Upon  her  girded  waist  displayed 
A  gleaming  blade 

She  cared  no  more  to  hide. 

And  facing  to  the  Kastem  sky 

Together  sword  and  croas  ahe  lifted  hi|:li. 

And.  swiftly  following  hers. 

The  feet  of  many  hasteners. 
From  out  the  cruel  lands  of  eld,  — 

The  throne-emburdened  lands, — 
Around  the  standard  that  she  held 

Quick  gathered  on  the  narrow  BtnuKls 
Between  the  wilds  of  wave  and  wood. 
A  mightful  multitude 
With  eager  eyes 

.\llght  with  hope  and  grand  emprise. 
And  heart.-*  resolved  with  her  to  share 
Whatever  fortune  should  await  her  there. 
Three  thousand  miles  of  separating  Aea 
Between  them  and  the  tyranny 

From  which  they  fltd. 
Three  thousand  miles 

Before  them,  open  to  their  trustful  tread. 
Of  land  in  liU*rty  ; 

Al>ove  them  Heaven's  smiles 

Around  them  everywhere 
Extending  to  their  bold  adventurous  eyes 

A  new  world  uncorrupt  and  fair 
And  free  for  every  enterprise 
Consistent  with  their  Christian  creed. 
And  in  their  ears  God's  own  **  (Jrod-«peed '  " 

•Tis  near  three  hundred  year*  ag-.t 
Since  that  brave  pilgrim  band 

Led  by  God's  hand. 
As   they   l»elieved   and  we  their  child rm 
know, 
(Accrediting  the  good  that  is  the  sequence 
of  that  planned 
In  their  heroic  exodus). 
The  pioneers  for  us 
And  all  who  shall  hereafter  be 
Heirs  of  this  land  of  liberty 

Ujwn   this  Western  coast  with  Freedom 
made  their  stand. 
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A  quarter  of  a  thounand  yeare  aKO, 
The«e  pilgrini-pioneerB 
To  westward  wended  from  the  eastward  bay 

And  hither  plodded  nturdily  bat  slow 
(Ah  nccde  they  muiit  through  wilds  would 
fltay 
Their    steps     intrusive  —  from    well- 
grounded  fears 
That  these  stern  strangers  ill-disposed 
The  calm  In  which  the  wood  had  long  re- 
I>osed), 
And  there,  yon  hlll-top*s  brow  below, 
They  halted,  pleased  upon  their  rugged 

road, 
AVhere  frequent  fountains  of  sweet  waters 
flowed, 
For  needed  rest  awhile,  and  he 
Who  led  them,  mindful  of  his  Kngllsh  home, 
To   which  his  exiled  thoughts  would  oft- 
times  roam 
And  mindful  of  the  many  upringB  that 

yield 
Their  largess  still  into  the  lower Jfrid^ 
By  cooling  draught  refreshed  said  grate- 

fully,  • 

•♦Henceforth  this  spot  shall  *  Sjtringfielti* 
be !  •• 
Thus  in  their  van, 

leader  by  nature,  and  elect  of  man, 
Bum  to  command,  nntltted  to  obey, 
^ptikf   Willinm  Pyurhon^  marshal  of  tht 
,hiy  : 

"  Ilud  those  adventurous  men 
The  troublous  times  thut  Intervene 

Between  the  now  and  then, 
The  toils  and  dan^frs  Kate  bi>fore  them  laid 

With  sight  prophetic  si*en. 
Would  they  have  undismayed 
Hlill  followed  Freedom  in  her  perilous  ('ru- 
sade?  " 
Ask  of  the  i'ilgrim  statue  there 
Iffo  sternly  standing  on  our  central  square! 
()  Hartley!  you,  upon  yon  pedestal  of  stone, 

Have  i)ett4'r  shown 
Than  can  the  tongue  of  orator  or  |>oet*s  song 

Or  HiKitjry's  i»en. 
The  spirit,  mould,  und  measure  of  the  men 
To  whom  the  gn>:itest  glories  of  our 
1»elong; 
You  have  personlHt^l 
The  pilgrlm-pione(>r  and  Puritan. 


Than  which  there  none 
Of  all  the  heroes  yet  by  History  descried 

In  all  the  centuries  flown. 
Since  bravery  In  the  world  Its  deeds  began. 

Stands  forth  so  strong 
As  ty|>e  of  Gotl's  Intended  manly  man ! 
The  speech  of  orator,  the  poet's  lay. 

And  History's  clearest  printed  pave 
Will  pass  from  memory  of    men'n  minds 
away, 
But  there  your  work  will  linger  long 
To  passing  generations'  thoughts  engage. 
And  make   them     mindful    of   what   men 

should  be 
To  win,  and  what  they  were  who  won,  their 
liberty. 

QOf  patriots  of  the  present  day 

Who  valiantly  at  odds  contend 
With    every    evil   as    it   strides    upon    the 
way, 
And  from  thone  bronzed  ll|»s  take  cheer, 
And  courage  new    that  shall  your  hearta 

defend 
Against  each  fearing  Doubt,  each  doabting 

Fear. 
Qo,  trlfler  of  the  present  age. 
Whose  longest  pilgrimage 
Kxtends    from    pleasures    wearied   of   to 
pleasure's  quest. 
And  there,  before  thnt  statute,  prone. 
Your  missiiii;  manliness  bemoan, 
And,  self-confessed, 
A  pigmy  by  a  giant's  side, 
Make  question  then, 
Jf  retrograding  from  his  soul's  selecte<i  plan 
Was  possible  for  such  a  man. 
Ah  no !     'J'hose  mighty  men  — 

Miles  Mortfnn  and  his  mates  — 
Held  God'H  commission  hen*  to  bide 

And  found  His  sovereign  Statirs: 
And  bide  they  did  and  would  have  done, 
And  biding,  would  have  won. 
Against    the    threatnlngH  of    a  thousand 
worser  fates ! 
'J'he  forcHt  trees. 
Deep  rooted  here  for  centuries. 
Not  flrmer  than  their  puiiK>sei4; 
The  prehistoric  hills 
Not  stronger  than  their  steadfast  mills, 

The  river  at  their  side,  — 
The  inasiiing  of  a  myriad  rills, 
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Rei>ii»tlitM«  «we«rpini<:  downward  lo  the  neafl  — 

Had  not  more  trenchant  tide 
Than  their  eoncurrent  coun«ei«  overwhelm- 

iuK  all 
Would   hold   their  bodies  or  their  m>u1«  in 
thrall. 

Bat,  ah'  could  they  have  peered 
Adown  the  coming  centuriei*. 
And  i»een  in  sequence  nwift  unfold 
What  our  now  retr«>i«|)ectini;  eye*  behold, 
How  had  their  heartn  U-en  cheered ' 
Here,  where  they  otoiMl, 

With  anxtouH  but  unfearing  eye«, 
Surveving  doubtfully  the  diiimal  wood 
That  held,  from  them  concealed,  the  wealth 

to  be 
Their  tjift  to  their  iH>j»terily. 

Ah!  had  there  Ikh-h  with  them  i^rae  hard 
Inspired  to  see,  and  seeing  i*ing 
To  them  the  pennant  that  they  bore, 

Sacceeded  by  the  banner  many  starred 
Round  which  our  ch.*en»  rejoicing  ring 
From  e;»steni  to  the  western  shore. 

On  laud  ami  ocean  ne\er  fearing  furleil, 
Afloat  atiove  a  crouded  continent 
<  >f  freemen  of  their  ow  n  enfranchisement, 
I*roclauning  t>)  the  watching  world. 

Her  latest  ami  her  vfreatest  jH-ril  passed, 

Fnt-dom  sci'ure  al  last, 
What  comfort  and  conti'nt 

Would  hjs  iufipihiig  sonvf  have  brought. 

To  th"m  so  p»*ril  frautfhl ' 

Ah!  hatl  Ut  theui  M>me  set-r  foretold 
What  now  our  prideful  e\es  l>ehoUI 
Within  the  fairest  bay 
That  shelters  comuuTce  from  the  M-a 
Where  ris4*s  all  triumphautl\  to-day 
The  giant  sratue  that  shall  stand 
Extending  in  its  miulity  baii<l 
To  all  oppressed  of  every  other  lau<i 

The  beacon  light  of  hU*rty  * 
Ah!  happy  stnjuence  of  the  timely  thouirht 

On  Leyden  strand' 
O  hai)py  in-piration  heaseii  taught' 
O    genenjus    genius    of     Kreetlom  -  loving 

F"  ranee ! 
Bartholdi !  you  have  wisely  wrouifht 
In  that  momentous  monument 
Expression  of  the  end  of  ci^nl's  intent 


When  to  the  Plymouth  «<and«t 

He  bid  the  pilgrim  Uand* 

As  ptooeerv  advance 
To  fount!  a  ttation  thjtt  •bouM  be 
The  host  of  all  the  lio«iU  that  dmn>  he  frev- 

But  neither  bard  nor  aeer 
To  them  gave  prophecy  or  chw^r ; 
Nor  did  their  visions  seek  to  stray- 
Beyond  the  dawning  duty  of  each  day. 
If    bards  or  seers  there    werv    tba-y  neither 
8|K>ke 

Ur  sung  of  wamins  or  of  hop«r ; 
Theirs  only  then  to  lH.-nd  them  to  the  y<ke 

Of  present  toil  and  stuhliomly  to  cope 
With  oltstiicles  on  every  side 
Their  onward  movement  stubbornly  denied; 
They  dealt  with  stem  pro«aic  facts; 
And  had  no  time  or  mood  fur  carolling. 
Nor   were  tho>e  days  the  day«    for   por^** 
dreams;  — 
They  never  simr 
Who  are  themselves  for  sonir  tit  themes. — 

Their  poems  are  thi  ir  acts ! 
'  And  those  men  stood 
.\s  Fn-edom's  allies  in  her  direct  need*. 

The  aotors  of  a:i  e;»;c  fuller  of  event*, 
( >f  rare  romance  and  daring  de-edn. 

Than  any  that  the  muse  of  any  a^re  pre 
•ents,  — 
An  epic  we  continued,  hanishtnt;;  the  Y>rt>od 
<  >f  Freedom's  fo«-s  in  her  last  fray  aut-du^d. 

Of  which  the  brouzi-d  soldier  there 

Now  picketed  upon  our  public  >«quare 
Companioning  his  IMlgrim  prototype  so  veil. 
Will  to  the  Future's  pilgrims  tell. 

A  quart4*r  of  a  thousand  years  have  passed 
Since  the.**.*  few  pioneers, 
Thouteh  penl-hunted  and  hara«4ie«l 
Their  courage  still  outroarchinc:   far   their 

fears. 
Hither  hewed  the  earliest  pathway  fr\Hu  the 
bav. 
By  battling  underwood 
At  every  step  withstood ;  — 
And  homing  halted  here  and    were  cont<-ut 
to  stay; 
No  throniring  to  the  self  aanie  roail  — 
•*  The  Bay  Path  "  —  now  by  steeple*  fureKT<-«i. 

And  trarland-strewed, 
A  vast  procession  of  their  sons  appean*  — 
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In  loni?  and  serried  phalanx  lined  and  maraed, 
And  at  iti»  head, 
Aa  chcwen  leader  still  bestowed 
To  guide  thene  later  pilgrims  on  their  easy 
way, 
HideH  William  Pf/ncftont  tnarnftal  of  ihf 
day  : 

Aye!  still  a  Piltrrim  band, 
Upon  this  midway  mouud 
(A  foothill  to  the  mountain  of  our  hope, 

An  Alpine  altitude 
TTnto  our  fathers,  when  they  KtomI 
Upon  their  halting-ground. 
Below  ui)on  the  pathless  plain) 
We  make  a  momentary  stand 

To  take  new  horoscope 
And  measure  progretis,  and  in  resting  gain 
Fresh  breath  for  climbing  to  the  higher  height 
They  scarcely  saw  with  Faith's  prophetic 
sight. 

And  here  we  well  may  proudly  pause 
And  backward  truce  with  well. con  ten  ted 
eyes 
Kach  hiippy  consequent  to  happy  cause,  — 
Aa  lusty  toilem,  at  n«>on-rest  a-tield. 
Review  the  well  accomplished  work  that 
lies 
Behind  them,  promise  of  the  gencroiiH 
yield 
With  added  toil   in    loadeil    wains  shall 
come 
To  glad  their  granaries  at  the  harvest  home— 
And  here  we  might  repcntingly  review 
The  errors  le<l  our  careless  steps  astray 
To  wanderintfs  untrue 
Unto  the  God-appointi'd  path 
Whereon  the  pilgrim  fathers  took  their 
patient  way. 
To  which  turned  backward  by  his  wrath, 
Kebuketl  and  leswoned,  we  at  last  have  found 
Our  f(H't  upon  this  vantaife  ground, 
Successors  of  the  pilgrim  pioneers, 
And  bearing  still  the  standard  that  they 
bore 
(With  added  laurelH  wreathed) 
Each  one  a  peer,  and  only  such,  'mong  only 
peers. 
Inheritors  of  all  the  wealth  and  lore 
Of  all  the  centuries  thai  have  gone  before, 
And  heirs-apparent  of  the  coming  years, 
Inhaling  friH*r  nir 


Than  man  in  any  other  age  or  land  has 

breathed, 
Our  paths  to  choone,  constrained  alone  to 

care 
To  follow  in  the  course  that  trends  the  way 
The  Father  of  our  fathers  le<J.  them  from 

the  Bay. 

But  not  to  us,  as  unto  them. 

The  task  to  st4>m 
Oppression's  still  pursuing  wave 

That  everrode  the  servient  sea 

With  following  throngs  of  tyranny ; 
Xot  ours,  as  theirs,  to  brave 

The  inland  peril  of  the  ambuscade. 

Our  path  secure  is  made ; 
On  neither  side 

Our  ocean-guarded  continent 

Dares  any  foreign  foe  display  his  tent ; 

On  all  the  seas, 

Our  ships  at  ease, 
Offending  not.  and  unoffended  ride. 
Protected  by  the  menace  of  a  flag  that  vies 
In  glory  won  with  all  In  all  the  skies : 

Xo  savage  foes 
Disturb  the  quiet  of  our  home  repose; 
As  safe  lis  any  star  in  heaven 

From  onset  from  another  star, 

Our  perils  come  not  from  without  or  far— 
The  woundo  we  have  to  fear  are  thone  iH»lf. 
given,— 

But  thin  is  festal  day ; 
A  day  for  gratulating  song  and  speech ; 
The  pulpit  and  the  press  may  preach 
But  not  the  poet's  lay 
Around  this  happy  homestead  hearth, 
^\'he^eto  are  called  the  wanderers,  from  the 

path 
Begun  with  us,  who  sought  in  pastures  new 
A   herbage  sweeter  than   their  home  hills 
grew. 
And  they  have  come  at  our  l>ehest;  — 
Across   broad  prairies    of   the    widening 
West ; 
(rreat  oceans  passing  (pathways  still 
For  pilgrims  that  with  freemen  will 
Y<»t  people  every  vacant  rood  n^mains 
Betwe<>n     the     eastern     and     the    western 

mains) ; 
From  Northlands  they  i>ersuade  to  yield 
The  har\'est  of  New  England's  fertile  Held ; 
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Prom  i>outheni  plains  m-bo»e  oennuoufi  ease 
Th*^y  have  aruused  to  active  iodu«trie«; 
From  crowded  citie«  of  the  eairer  East 
Where  Enterprise  sits  ^(olden-fleeced ; 
Each  prideful  of  his  later  choice, 
But  ail  avowing  with  accordant  voice 
Their  loyalty,  all  other  homes  above. 
To  this  the  city  of  their  earliest  love, 
Wlio,  like  a  mild-eyed  mother,  at  her  mid- 
dle age, 
Content  and  cosey  and  serene  and  sage, 
With  ever)*  added  year 
Become  more  lovable  and  dear, 
As  all  New  England  mothers  do 
Who  Time  to  gentle  treatment  gently  woo, 
Outspreads  the  old  Thanksgiving  cheer 
Before  her  children  guests,  assured  that  they 
With   her  are   glad  of  one   more  homelife 
holiday ! 

And  at  the  banquet  she  has  spread 

5*11  many  not  **  unlo  the  mun<ir  born," 
But  to  the  manor  warmly  welcomed 

The  fugitives  forlorn  :  — 
And  aspirants  for  li)»erty 
From  every  yet  unliberated  laud 
Around  her  crowded  table  stand. 
And  she  is  Huiiling  equally  on  all, 
Nor  makes  distinction,  at  her  festival. 

Of  race  or  color,  rank  or  nationality. 
The  Scotsmen  with  their  kindred  gift  — 

New  England  thrift.  — 
With  Bismarck's  abseut<*es  sit  side  by  side 
Contented  IhmU  to  bide 
With  us  and  Freedom  fortune  here; 
And,  ghiddened,  draws  a-near 
The  sad  Italian,  in  whose  darkened  eyes 
The  tfatbered  gloom  of  ages  of   depression 
lies ; 
And  liautfht  Hungarians,  ever  mutinous 
Against  the  edicts  of  the  fateful  day 
That  gavf  iheni  to  the  hated  Austrian  sway, 

Forego  their  tierceness  here  in  feast  with 
us; 
And  here,  the  wrathful  Kussian  refugees, 
hHijouruing  at  their  ea»*e, 
Watch  safely,  from  afar, 
The  cordon  closing  round  the  Czar; 
And  hardy  sous  of  Switzerland 
Have  left  their  mountains  grand 
With  tales  of  glorj'  of  their  own  to  tell, 
Half  free  at  home,  all  free  with  us  to  dwell. 


And  loiterers  from  the  land  of  Lafayette, 
Whose  gallant  lance.  — 
(Let  no  American  forget 
On  such  a  day  as  this  that  still  aocaneeDed 
debt)  — 
Stood  for  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  Fraate 
When  l>oth  were  sorely  needed  here. 
Take  as  of  risht  a  portion  of  the  cheer! 
And   strangest  sequel    of   oar    strange   rev 
mance. 
The  self -expatriated  Englishxnan, 

Withdrawing  his  allegiance 
From  service  of  the  gentlest  Queen 

That  ever  sceptre  swayed. 
Has  here  his  home  in  preference  made. 
Escaping   so    his  part    aa  actor  in  the 
scene 
That  close»  now  the  act  America  iiegan ; 
And,  near  him  at  the  lianquet  table  sit 

(Of  their  parts,  too,  not  yet  artjuit. 
Postponing  them  perhaps  a  while* 
The  ousted  owners  of  that  injured  isle  — 
Ah!  once  the  land  of   laughter,  eong,  and 

wit,  — 
Where  only  Nature  now  is  seen  to  cmile— 
The  ire-ful  hons  of  well  named  /re-land. 

Compatriots  of  Pamell 
"The   king  uncmwned."   whose  nK>re  thaa 

sceptred  hand 
Is  raised  to  retribution's  ready  bell. 
In  warning  and  command,  — 
Descendants  of  the  Pilgrims,  in  your  needs 
They  were    your  comrades    in    courageous 
deeils. 
Upon  your  every  freedom-perilled  plain 
Their  blood  as  freely  flowtnl  as  yours : 
The  conquest  that  your  peace  aecurea 

They  heli>ed  you  gain. 
Send  forth  to-day  across  the  sea 
1'o  ears  that  wait  it  wistfully 
Your  ••  CJod-si>eed  Ireland  to  like  victory '  ** 
And  last,  but  far  from  least  of  all 
Who  come  to  share  our  festival. 
Forgiving  generously  the  wrong 
Repaired  so  late,  endured  so  long. 
Sit  tht>*e   we  have  from  our  o>m   slavery 
released. 
At  such  a  feast 
There  should   not  be  —  nor  shall  mv  sum. 
mons  call  — 
One  spectre  of  the  past ;  one  Fu lured  fear. 
Naught  should  be  here 
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That  Faith  and  Hop**  iind  happy  Xferaory 

Would  liave  away ; 
DUtniHt  and  (lloom  and  boding  Prophecy 

Must  bide  Homo  other  bard  and  day! 

A  quarter  of  a  thousand  yearn  ago 
Our  faith-led  pioneers 
Hcirc  made  an  end  of  pilgrimage. 
Their  object,  at)  they  thought,  accompliahetl 
so, 
Contented  in  their  niinple  Hpheres, 
No  further    purpose    did    their  thoughts 

engage 
Than  to  Ood's  instant  willing  know 
And  do  it  instantly. 
But  w^hat  say  we, 
O  Hlgrims  of  thiA  later  eager  age? 
Where  shall  we  Hx  in  all  the  coming  years 
The  ending  of  our  willing  wny  ? 
When  will  your  followers  halt  for  hermitage, 
O  William  Ptfnrhnn^  manthai  o/ th^  tluy  f 

Ah,  not  until  our  latest  energies 

Are  lent  unto  the  purposes 

That  led  our  fathers  here  across  the  seas; 

The  pilgrimage  by  them  begun 
Can  be  abandoned  by  no  pilgrim's  sou. 
We  have    their    duties    with    their    dower 

inherited ; 
And  go  not  of  ourselves  but,  Heaven^led, 

Karh  one  an  instrument 
Of  God's  will  clearly  mauiifest, 
On  to  the  doing  of  his  next  behest. 
Search  through  the  fabric  of  the  Past, 

And  trace  the  thread  — 
Un parted  and  unf rayed  from  first  to  last 
That  makes  the  warp  on  which  is  spread 
The  wondrous  wcMif  of  our  heroic  history. 

And  not  one  moment  missed 
Nor  once  involved  in  mystery  — 
The  thread  of  God's  intent  — 
That  will  forevermore  insist 
Tillman  shall  weave  thereon  the  last  event 
Of  Freetlom's  full  accomplishment. 
From  hence  straight  on. 

Upon  the  uncompleted  pilgrimage 
8till  Freedom's  wars  perhaps  to  wage, 
Our  course  and  our  successors'  course  is 

laid, 
And  cannot  l>e  evaded  or  outstrayed 


Until  the    latest  pilgrim's  foot  shall  rest 
upon 
That  farthest  strand 
Which  Time's  last  wasting  wave 
Shall  lapsing  lave, 
Upon  whose  shining  shore. 
With  pilgrims  who  have  gone  before, 
Shall  angels  watching  stand, 
With  brightened  eyes,  to  see 
The  ending  of  the  Leyden  shallop's  voyage 
of  lii>erty. 

A  quarter  of  a  thousand  years  from  now 

Another  band  of  ])ione<;rs 
Shall  pausi*  to  rest  upon  the  brow 

Of  some  far  loftier  height. 

We  only  see  with  Faith's  prophetic  sight. 

And,  gazing  back  adown  the  years 
Upon  our  age  shall  say, 
"  Ah,  then   and   there  the  crucial   time  ap- 
pears ! 
They  were  wisi>  men   who  met  the  issues  of 
that  day, — 

Men  Just,  who  set  their  bondmen  free, — 

Men  brave,  who  shed  their  blood. 
In  lavish  flood. 
Not  for  their  own,  i»ut  all  men's  lli>erty, — 

Men  fair,  who  fllled  the  flaws 

Of  Justice  —  meting  equitable  laws ; 

That  was  the  age 
When  regnant  stood  Reform  u]>on  the  civil 
stage; 

I'he  era  when  the  red  men  long  aggrieved 

Their  wreste«l  rights  received; 
The  century  when  the  color  line 
No  longer  could  the  rights  of  man  define; 
"  When  CnpiUil  and  I^bor  sensibly  agreed 
That  each  the  other  equally  did  need ; 
When  Mammon  was  from  power  dismissed; 
When  politics  were  purified 
And  ofllce  its  ofllcial  sought 
And  only  merchandise  was  sold  or  bought; 

Ami,  side  by  sid«', 
Accounted  equals  on  the  civil  list. 

The  Woman  and  the  Man 
Commencetl  anvM*  u{>on  (ilod's  primal  plan. 
Ah !  thos«*  were  pure  and  patriotic  days!  " — 

I'nto  such  praise. 
By  us  to  lie  deserved,  from  hence  to-day 
The  I*iliji'im  l*ym'hon**  Hpirit  marthalu  U9 
atcay  I 
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This  memorable  meeting  closed  with  the  singing  of  *>  *•  America," 
and  a  benediction  pronounce  b}'  Rev.  John  W.  Harding,  of  Long- 
meadow. 

The  event  in  the  evening  of  Tuesday  was  the  banquet  at  the  Mas- 
sasoit  Hotel.  The  dining-hall  was  decorated,  and  the  guests  were 
disposed  at  the  tables  as  follows :  — 

Table  No.  1.  — Hon.  L.  J.  Powers,  Hon.  W.  E.  Locke,  Hon.  H.  C.  GreeK. 
Hon.  L.  J.  Lojyran,  Hon.  A.  B.  Coffin.  Hon.  A.  C.  Chapin,  Hon.  J.  Boame, 
General  Dalton,  (iovernor  Robinson,  Hon.  £.  D.  Metcalf.  Hon.  £.  U.  Lathrop, 
Lieutenant-Governor  Ames,  Hon.  H.  L.  Dawes,  Hon.  G.  M.  Steam*,  Hon.  A. 
E.  Pillsbury,  Hon.  F.  D.  Allen.  Hon.  H.  B.  Peirce,  Hon.  J.  H.  Butler,  Rer. 
T.  H.  IVnchon. 

Table  No.  2.  —Geo.  R.  Dickinson,  Hon.  E.  Wight,  G.  BUI,  E.  S.  Flower.  J. 
H.  Xewton.  E.  K.  Bo<lurtha,  A.  F.  Allen,  N.  C.  Xewell,  C.  L.  Covell,  Wm- 
Birnie,  E.  Stebbins.  James  Abbe,  W.  F.  Fletcher.  F.  W.  Dickinson.  J.  B. 
Clements.  H.  S.  Dickinson,  J.  S.  Sanderson.  John  Olmsted,  L.  S.  Stowe,  E. 
Hetlges.  E.  A.  RusseU.  C  D.  Roo<l,  D.  Beebe,  Rev.  J.  W.  Harding,  Hon.  J.  J. 
<J'Counor,  Hon.  S.  Winslow. 

Table  A'o.  3.—  Hon.  G.  BUss,  Judge  W.  S.  Shurtleff,  Rev.  J.  Cuckson.  Samuel 
Bowles,  Hon.  W.  H.  HaUe.  E.  W.  Bond.  Chas.  Marsh,  H.  S.  Lee,  J.  B,  Steb- 
bins, Captaui  Emery.  A.  Rumrill,  Jas.  Kirkham.  J.  8.  Hurlbut,  J.  M.  Cooley. 
H.  D.  Carroll,  A.  B.  I'nderbill.  E.  GaUup,  R.  F.  Hawkins,  J.  D.  Safford,  G.  H. 
Blelocb,  Hon.  G.  Wells,  E.  W.  Kinsley,  N.  .V.  Leonard,  Hon.  J.  L..  Houston, 
Hon.  W.  L.  Smith. 

Table  Xo.  4. —Judge  A.  L.  Soule,  Col.  J.  A.  RumriU,  Hon.  D.  A.  Wells, 
Wni.  Bliss.  Col.  Wm.  Edwards,  Hon.  H.  S.  Hyde,  C.  A.  Nichols,  D.  P.  Crocker. 
Hon.  E.  Gayloni.  E.  ('.  Rogers,  F.  A.  Judd,  W.  K.  Baker,  Rev.  M.  Bumhani. 
B.  O.  Morris.  W.  ().  Day.  Col.  W.  P.  Alexander,  Maj.  Z.  C.  Rennie,  Dr.  T.  F. 
Breck,  E.  Morgan,  Col.  M.  V.  B.  Edgerly,  Hon.  H.  M.  PhilUps,  CoL  M.  P. 
Walker,  Colonel  Boynton,  Colonel  Greenough,  General  Xettleton. 

Table  Xo.  5.  — Colonel  Whipple.  Colonel  Currier,  Colonel  Stearns.  Hon.  W. 
Smith.  C.  P.  Deane,  (J.  X.  Tyner,  J.  T.  Abbe.  W.  H.  Brook.-*.  W.  J.  lienrer. 
J.  X.  Keller,  R.  W.  Day,  J.  G.  Mcintosh,  J.  D.  GUI,  A.  B.  Forbes,  A.  B.  Wal- 
lace, W.  H.  Wright.  C.  W.  Mutell.  T.  M.  Brown,  J.  L.  Shipley,  Hon.  M.  G. 
Bulkeley,  Colonel  Bbkeslee,  Colonel  Hyde,  D.  J.  Marsh.  Gen.  H.  C.  l>wigbt. 

Table  Xo.  0.  —  Hon.  B.  Weston.  J.  H.  Hendricks.  Dr.  Carmichael.  E.  Beld- 
ing,  H.  Smith,  E.  D.  Cliapin.  E.  P.  Chapin,  C.  Fuller.  Dr.  Bimie,  A.  Bimiet 
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Campbell  Chapin.  C.  R.  Stickney,  N.  1).  Bill,  Oscar  Ely,  K,  D.  Foot,  C.  A. 
Hirnie,  C  A.  Fisk,  K.  Luther,  Homer  Foot,  S.  B.  Stel>l)i!iH,  O.  II.  Greenleaf, 
F.  II.  Harris,  J.  W.  Cumnock,  E.  F.  Hamlin. 

E.  II.  Lathrop  being  presented  to  the  company  by  Mayor  Metcalf, 
:is  toast-master,  began  the  speaking  by  these  remarks :  — 

Appreciating  the  kindliness  and  courtesy  of  my  introduction  by  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  it  nevertheless  is  not  ray  province  or  purpose  to  intrude  upon  the  oc- 
casion with  a  speech.  I  am  but  the  torch-bearer,  and  if  I  am  successful  in  firing 
the  fuse  of  eloquent  talk  of  gentlemen  about  us,  I  am  content.  This  anniver- 
sary marks  the  a<lvance  of  successful  civil  government,  and  is  the  result  of  our 
American  method  of  law,  good  morals,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  of  our  local 
pride,  enterprise,  and  growth.  It  is  peculiarly  appropriate  that  we  should  recog- 
nize now  in  our  first  sentiment  a  citizen  loyal  to  good  government,  the  repre- 
s(>ntative  head  of  the  nation.  As  his  representative,  therefore,  I  call  upon  a 
gentleman  as  well  known  in  this  community  as  he  is  loved  and  respected, 
United  iStates  District  Attorney,  George  M.  Stearns. 

Mr.   Stkar.n's.  —  Mr.   President  and  Gentlemen,  —  I  thank  vou  very  heartilv 

»  »  v 

for  the  courtesy  and  the  kind  remembrance  with  which  you  thus  compliment  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America.  I  also  thank  you  for  permitting  me 
to  respond  for  him  here  to-night.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  I  were  not 
desirous  of  so  doing  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by  his  generous  favor  I  am  now  roll- 
ing in  princely  affluence,  and  I  am  just  entering  upon  the  rot  and  degeneracy 
engendered  by  luxuries  which  my  magnificent  salary  affords.  1  can  speak  with 
the  fullest  confidence  of  the  deep  affection  and  high  regard  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  the  city.  [Tremendous  applause.]  For  whom  he  loveth 
he  chasteneth,  and  tms  he  not  just  laid  the  warm,  hot  Imnd  of  his  love  u\H}n  you? 
No  city  east  of  the  rolling  waters  of  the  Mississippi  has  thus  been  distinguished, 
and  no  other  city  has  received  such  tokens  of  bis  fervent  and  abiding  affections. 
1  read  in  the  '•  I'nion  *'  of  Saturday  that  the  true  reasons  for  the  veto  of  the  port 
of  delivery  bill  were  not  contained  therein,  but  that  down  under  the  surface,  and 
deep  in  '*  unfathomable  mines  of  never-failing  skill,*'  were  treasured  up  dark 
designs  and  undeclare<l  causes.  I  am  not  authorized  by  the  President  to  reveal 
those  secrets,  but  any  inquisitive  Yankee  can  readily  guess  some  of  them.  How 
could  any  one  view  this  fair  city,  fringed  with  the  daisy  and  the  buttercup,  the 
green  fields  and  the  silver  river,  its  embowered  homes,  its  shady  streets,  its  hill 
and  dale,  its  Stearns  park  [merriment],  its  Morgan  monument,  its  City  Hall,  in 
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which  no  wortls  of  contention  or  dispute  were  ever  heard,  and  in  which  none 
ever  will  be,  until  the  human  voice  attains  proportions  unknown  even  to  Homer's 
giants,  —  endure  the  thought  of  casting  over  all  the  shadow  of  a  great  national 
mart?  Do  you  think  of  the  consequences  that  would  have  fallen  on  thia  citj  if 
they  had  not  been  averted  by  the  President's  generous  act?  Your  electiona,  now 
so  peaceful,  so  simple,  so  friendly,  so  neighborly,  conducted  under  the  guileless 
guardianship  of  our  friends.  Powers,  Hyde,  Phillips,  and  a  host  of  others,  who, 
like  them,  have  never  sampled  the  arts  of  politics,  nor  been  brought  within  the 
withering  influence  of  a  custom-house  ring.  Have  you  thought  of  the  awful 
scramble  for  office  that  would  have  ensued?  Do  you  say  you  could  easily  settle 
those  matters  among  yourselves?  Then  you  reckon  without  your  host.  Do  you 
think  the  resources  of  Chicopee  are  exhausted?  [Laughter.]  Do  you  imagine 
tliat  the  few  contributions  we  have  made  to  office  have  left  us  without  a  supply 
of  material  for  public  service?  Do  you  forget  that  Berkshire  lies  within  thirty 
miles  of  your  custom-house  door?  and  do  you  think  that  she  would  be  so  recreant 
to  the  traditions  of  the  county,  so  false  to  the  teachings  of  her  history,  that  she 
will  abridge  the  limitless  sweep  of  her  hungry  hand?  Fled  like  the  golden  sum- 
mer cloud  would  be  the  repose  of  this  city  when  Berkshire's  highlanders  and  Chic- 
opee's  chieftains  meet  in  battle  array  contending  for  the  patronage  of  your 
custom-house,  and  I  behold  poor  Springfield,  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  old, 
bowing  her  houry  head,  and  praying  for  her  ancient  peace,  and  serenity,  and 
silence. 

The  best  recipe  I  have  ever  rea<l  ftir  casting  cannon  was  to  take  a  great  hole 
and  pour  iron  all  around  it.  It  is  satisfactory,  because  no  matter  how  frequently 
you  may  fail,  the  hole  remains  uninjured ;  and  so  you  have  your  hole  left  (your 
beautiful  Springfield),  although  the  federal  metal  has  refused  to  wreathe  around 
it.  What  more  do  you  nee<l  to  make  glorious  this  anniversary?  Of  far  more 
importance  are  the  ability,  the  integrity,  and  the  honor  of  the  municipal  rules  of 
the  grand  old  city,  than  any  federal  aggrandizements,  or  enlargements,  or  acces- 
sories. It  is  of  far  graver  import  to  you  by  whom,  and  by  what  principles  and 
what  men  your  city  shall  be  governed,  than  who  sliall  be  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  conviction  of  Alderman  Jaehne  is  of  more  value  to  the  future  his- 
tory of  New  York  City  than  the  distribution  of  federal  patronage  for  the  next  fifty 
years.  [Applause.]  You  have  no  scandal  or  stain  on  your  municipal  life.  You 
stand  here  to-ilay  looking  back  on  your  faint  beginnings,  made  impressive  by  the 
du.<t  that  time  has  scattered  over  them,  tracing  your  happy  history  to  the  present 
time,  proud  that  your  inheritance  lias  not  been  made  pathetic  by  sin,  or  a  sor- 
rowing memory  by  wrong.  What  better  purpose,  what  higher  pride  can  you 
have,  than  to  keep  unsullied  the  estate  bequeathed  to  you? 
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Mk.  Latiirop.  — In  the  early  days,  when  the  wise  men  of  the  East  in  Massa- 
chusetts were  projecting  their  political  plans  and  purposes  of  state,  they  never 
decided  important  affairs  until  the  **  Uiver  Gods"  of  the  Connecticut  valley  were 
consulted  and  heard  from.  Massachusetts  has  returned  to  her  early  custom. 
The  "  rivor  gods"  are  yet  here,  and  potent  in  the  politics  and  the  material  con- 
cerns of  the  Commonwealth.  In  response  to  our  call,  our  friend,  neighbor,  and 
governor  graces  our  occasion. 

(iovERNOR  Robinson.  —  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  — In  behalf  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whom  you  delight  so  cordially  to  honor,  I  receive  your  testimonial,  and 
shall  bear  it  with  me  us  your  tribute.  It  comes  not  to  me  personally,  for  what- 
ever is  accorded  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  is  official,  and  goes  to  the  people 
as  a  whole  and  the  government  of  which  he  is  so  justly  proud.  My  friend  and 
neighbor  on  my  left  has  spoken  so  eloquently  of  the  whole  United  States  of 
America  that  he  ha.s  taken  in  the  domain  of  Massachusetts,  and  still  more  closely 
the  little  village  of  Chicopee.  Indeed,  there  is  little  left  for  me  to  say,  and 
perhaps  it  will  be  all  the  more  grateful  to  your  ears  and  patience,  for  I  know 
you  are  already  advanced  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  with  all  the  ft^ebleness 
that  comes  with  it,  so  you  cannot  bear  very  much  at  this  hour,  and  I  shall  part 
with  you  with  only  a  brief  delay.  Fortunately  no  one  person  present  speaks  for 
Massachusetts.  She  has  voices  in  every  town  and  city  and  at  every  point  of  her 
borders.  For  the  time  being  one  man  stands  oflficially  for  her,  but  everywhere 
her  voice  is  heard.  You  have  here  at  this  board  a  long  array  of  men,  armed 
and  equipped,  impatient  at  the  delay,  to  speak  for  the  good  old  Commonwealth. 
It  will  be  my  gratification,  therefore,  to  give  them  that  opportunity,  having 
already  said  in  another  place  to-day  something  in  her  behalf.  The  toast-master 
has  alluded  to  the  place  of  my  home,  and  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to 
speak  of  Chicopee ;  to  speak  of  her  quietude,  her  good-fellowship,  and  her  good 
cidzenship.  Her  mark  in  life  has  not  been  made  in  this  year,  but  far  back, 
before  she  was  separated  from  the  good  old  town  of  Springfield.  In  fact,  her 
attachment  is  so  strong  that  she  lias  drawn  many  others  within  the  borders  of 
her  first  settlement.  My  friend  Stearns  and  myself,  while  we  could  not  woo  the 
mother,  have  loved  her  daughter,  and  we  love  her  still.  Though  we  live  on  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  street  we  are  never  jealous  of  our  attachment  to  her,  and 
never  dare  to  say  which  thinks  more  of  her.  It  is  the  home  and  the  place 
of  men  who  this  year  and  in  many  other  years  that  are  gone  have  made  their 
mark  on  the  business,  the  mercantile,  and  the  governmental  prosperity  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Do  you  need  to  be  told  in  Springfield  tliat  your  great  man  who 
led    the  way  of   transportation  in  western    Massachusetts    found   his    birth  in 
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Chicopee?  So  it  \»  not  aloDe  in  the  present  year  that  the  men  of  Chic-opee  hare 
been  in  the  front  and  have  gone  into  all  parts  of  the  State  and  country.  Do  toq 
say  that  because  Chicopee  isn*t  a  good  place  to  live  in?  No,  Chicopee  is  apt  to 
say  that  they  have  gone  because  their  presence  was  needed  elsewhere,  and  tbey 
have  gone  where  their  strength  was  wanted.  [Applause.]  You  may  go  north- 
ward from  here,  but  you  will  find  no  natural  line  between  Springfield  mud 
Chicopee.  There  is  no  actual  separation  between  the  two.  Man  may  have  tric^i 
to  put  them  asunder,  but  God  has  joined  them  indissolubly,  and  there  they  staii<i. 
city  and  town,  close  together.  She  on  the  north  has  sought  no  other  alliaiK^- 
since  she  parted  with  you  temporarily,  and  she  will  not  seek  another.  But  if 
she  does,  it  will  be  a  reunion  with  the  good  old  town  of  Springfield.  Whatever 
makes  for  the  advancement  of  the  cit>'  of  Springfield  contributes  to  the  glory  of 
Chicopee,  and  in  everj'thing  that  shows  her  prosperity-  rejoices  our  hearts.  I 
thank  you  for  your  indulgence,  and  gladly  give  way  to  others  who  are  to  follow. 

Ex-Mayor  William  H.  Haile,  re8|K>iidiug  to  thi*  toast  '"  The 
City  of  Springfield,"  said  :  — 

I  am  askeil  to  respond  to  a  toast  which  has  been  assigned  to  another,  and  to 
whom  we  should  liave  all  gladly  listened ;  but,  at  the  same  time.  I  have  the 
feeling  that  any  citizen  who  at  such  a  time  as  this  should  refuse  to  respond  to 
a  call  to  appear  in  behalf  of  Springfield,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour.  wouM 
be  a  subject  for  proper  discipline.  This  city  may  be  pardoned  if  she  seem 
to-night  to  be  a  little  boastful.  Our  cup  of  joy  is  nearly  full,  and  if  we  couM 
have  been  made  a  port  of  delivery,  I  think  it  would  have  overflowed.  Let  us 
hope  that  our  senior  senator  and  the  representative  from  this  district  in  Con- 
gress may  yet  persuade  our  President  that  for  once  he  has  made  a  mistake.  This 
is  Springfield's  day,  and  she  is  proud  of  it.  We  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the 
history  of  other  towns,  but  we  claim  in  various  ways  a  somewhat  remarkable 
record  for  ourselves,  as  regards  growth,  sound  finances,  and  intellectual  develop- 
ment, and  we  are  surrounded  by  a  galaxy  of  beautiful  daughters.  We  believe 
that  Springfield  has  a  promising  future.  Relying  on  an  overruUng  Providence, 
our  people  have  but  to  do  their  duty,  and  we  shall  advance  to  a  point  of  eminence 
which  we  can  scarcely  realize  to-night.  Thus  we  look  into  the  future  thankfully 
and  hopefully. 

President  A.  E.  Fill.'^burv,  respouding  to  the  toast ''  The  Massa- 
chusetts Senate,"  said :  — 
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Mr.  Chaiiinan,  Mr.  Toast-master,  Citizens,  and  Guests  of  Springfield,  —  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  tliis  festal  occasion,  and  to  add  to  the  over- 
flowing congratulations  which  attend  it,  those  of  the  less  numerous  and  more 
modest  branch  of  the  Commonwealth's  Congress,  as  you  liave  styled  it.     I  was 
pained  to  observe,  Mr.  Toast-master,  that  in  calling  on  me  to  speak  for  that  body 
you  did  not  favor  us,  saving  an  allusion  to  our  dignity,  with  any  expressions  of 
complement  such  as  you  have  liberally. bestowed  elsewhere.     This  was,  doubt- 
less, an  oversight,  for  you  know  that  the  Legislature  lias  many  virtues.     We 
frequently  manage  to  get  through   a  day's  session  without  doing  any  serious 
mischief.     And  if  the  good  people  of  Massachusetts  generally  knew  how  much 
mischief  we  are  asked  to  do,  and  how  much  of  that  we  refrain  from  doing,  they 
would  look  upon  the  Legislature  with  a  respect  which.  I  fear,  that  much-abused 
body  has  never  commanded  in  their  eyes.     The  strength  of  your  own  represen- 
tation there  is  one  of  the  most  creditable  features  of  your  history  in  the  two 
centuries  and  a  half  whose  completion  you  celebrate  to-<lay.     With  the  earlier 
part  of  that  history  I  am  bound  to  confess  I  am  little  familiar ;  but  in  late  years 
one  of  your  most  remarkable  qualities,  as  it  appears  to  us  who  live  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State,  is  the  facility  with  which  you  acquire,  and  the  urbanity  with 
which  you  accept,  the  public  offices.     When  a  desirable  place  falls  vacant  in 
almost  any  department  of   the  government  we  disinterested   lookers-on  down 
in  SuflFolk  and  thereabouts  immediately  say  to  ourselves,  '♦  What  Springfield 
man  will  have  that  place?"     And  when  it  goes  to  a  Springfield  man  it  is  but  just 
to  you  to  say  that  we  always  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  the  choice.     I  can  see 
at  this  table  at  least  two  of  your  distinguished  townsmen  on  whom  the  mark 
of  destiny  seems  already  to  be  set.     How  fortunate  it  would  have  been  if  this 
anniversary  had  fallen  one  year  later,  when  you  probably  could  have  graced 
your  feast  with  a  lieutenant-governor  an<l  a  presi<lent  of  the  Senate  of  your  own 
production,  instead  of  having  to  fall  back  on  an  imported  article !    And  speaking 
of  imports  I  am  naturally  reminded  of  the  cloud,  no  larger,  Indeed,  than  a  man's 
hand,  and  not  likely  to  be  larger,  the  only  cloud  tliat  dims  the  brilliancy  of  your 
prospects  to-day,  even  by  a  passing  shadow,  cast  by  the  late  refusal  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  allow   Springfield  the  empty  honors  and   scanty 
emoluments  of  a  port  of  delivery.    Don't  let  tliat  disturb  you.    Your  distinguished 
fellow-citizen,  the  district  attorney,  has  already  pointed  out  to  you  that  the  denial 
of  that  boon  i.s  really  a  blessing  in  disguise.    What  are  ports  of  delivery?   There 
are  hundreds  of  them,  some  hardly  known  even  by  name.     '*  A  breath  can  make 
them,  as  a  breath  has  made."     But  there  is  only  one  Springfield.     This  splendid 
city,   with  all  its  wealth  of  character,  association,  and  material  prosperity,  is 
yours  still,  and  yours  it  will  remain,  while  ports  of  delivery  come  and  go  unheeded. 
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Yo\i  do  not  depend  on  the  favor  of  Pre«ideot«.  You  can  affonl  to  b&ugii  at  a 
Teto.  The  eoerg^k*  and  enterprise  which  hare  made  Springfield  vluit  ?he  is 
to-day.  a  monument  of  New  Englaml  prosperity  and  an  embodiment  of  the  Xew 
England  idea,  will  cany*  her  on  unchecked  by  accidents  of  fortune  to  new 
achlerementa  and  new  glories  in  the  future,  and  the  congratulations  and  good 
wishes  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Commonwealth  will  attend  her  onward  march. 

Mr.  Lathrop.  —  The  Pre**.  —  To  respond  to  thi.«5  toa^t,  1  am  pleased  to  pn^ 
sent  a  gentlemen  who.  by  inheritance  and  by  instinct,  by  e«lucation  and  accom- 
plishment. Dsost  fitly  illustrates  and  localizes  this  sentiment,  —  Mr.  Samuel 
Bowles. 

Mr.  Bowles.  — Mr.  Toast-master  and  Gentlemen.  —  For  three  generations  my 
family  have  be<'n  engaged  in  the  newspaper  bu.<iness  in  Springfield,  and  there 
appears  to  be  some  danger  that  a  representative  of  the  fourth  generation  may 
grow  up  to  pursue  the  same  calling.  It  lia^  been  one  of  the  unwritten  bat 
respected  rules  of  the  tiouse  never  to  make  a  public  speech.  I  felt,  therefore. 
that  I  was  ruuniiig  the  risk  of  a  hostile  encounter  with  the  shades  of  my  an- 
cestors in  accepting  the  invitation  of  the  banquet  committee  to  respond  to 
the  present  toast  thii*  evening.  But  the  call  »o  stirroil  my  pride  in  my  heritage 
and  my  profession,  that  1  could  not  decline  it. 

.Vfter  the  eloquent  exaltation  of  the  press  by  your  accomplished  toast-master, 
little  remains  to  l>e  said  in  its  l>ehalf.  The  histon*  of  the  pn*ss  in  Springfield, 
it  may  be  claime<i.  witliout  boastin«r.  is  a  highly  honorable  one;  and  the  news- 
papers of  the  town  have  at  least  done  their  share  in  promoting  its  material 
growth  and  preserving  its  moral  health.  The  marvellous  development  in  the 
character  and  functions  of  our  local  journals,  tliat  has  taken  place  within  the 
centuiy*  that  compasses  their  history',  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to 
the  last  fifty  years,  the  period  during  which  the  telegraph,  the  railroad,  and 
the  steamship  have  broken  down  the  barriers  tliat  fonnerly  separated  towns  and 
States  and  continents,  and  brought  ever>'  part  of  the  civilized  world  into  quick 
communication  with  everA*  other  part.  During  this  time.  too.  there  has  gone  oo 
a  wonderful  improvement  in  printing  machinery,  enabling  us  now  to  circulate 
the  news  of  the  day  with  a  completeness  and  promptitude  that  would  hare  been 
considered  magical  fifty  years  ago.  The  celebration  of  the  two  hundredth  anni* 
versary  of  the  settlement  of  Springfield  occurred  on  a  Wednesday.  On  the 
following  Saturday  the  local  papers  appeared  with  reports  of  the  event,  filling 
only  three  or  four  columns  of  space,  and  consisting  largely  of  the  letters  from 
distinguishe<l  men  read  at  the  pubUc  dinner,  and  the  toasts  that  were  offered. 
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In  an  editorial  paragraph  the  enterprising  conductor  of  one  of  the  papers  said, 
'*  We  think  we  shall  he  ahle  in  our  next  to  give  our  readers  the  entire  speeches 
of  his  Excellency,  of  the  Adjutant-General,  and  of  Colonel  Winthrop/'  This 
would  be  ten  days  after  the  speeches  were  delivered.  Mark  the  difference  be- 
tween that  time  and  this  I  To-day  our  daily  papers  can  hardly  wait  for  the 
speeches  to  be  spoken,  or  events  to  happen,  before  they  are  offering  their  readers 
full  and  accurate  reports  of  what  has  been  said  or  what  has  occurred. 

A  number  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Springfield  in  the  i)ast  have  been  more 
or  less  intimately  associated  with  local  journalism,  and  become  a  part  of  its 
history.  William  B.  Calhoun,  who  honorably  represented  this  part  of  the  State 
in  Congress  at  the  time  of  our  two  hundredth  anniversary,  and  was  a  man  of  a 
high  order  of  ability,  contributed  liberally  to  the  editorial  columns  of  the  local 
press.  So,  less  frequently,  did  that  rare  companion  and  gifted  lawyer,  George 
Ashmun,  whose  handsome  i)re8ence  especially  graced  occasions  like  this.  The 
brilliant  and  genial  William  Stowe,  whom  many  of  us  remember  with  pleasure, 
was  a  regularly  employed  editor  of  one  of  the  local  journals.  Ex-Mayor  Will- 
iam L.  Smith,  also,  to  whose  good  taste  and  intelligent  management,  as  chair- 
man of  the  citizens'  committee,  the  success  of  this  celebration  is  so  largely 
due,  was  an  able  editor  in  his  younger  days,  and  would  have  responded  for  the 
profession  this  evening  but  for  his  frail  health.  That  admirable  and  useful  moral 
teacher.  Dr.  J.  G.  Holland,  was  another  worker  in  the  ranks  of  whom  the  fra- 
ternity in  Springfield  will  ever  feel  peculiarly  proud.  These  and  others  like 
them,  men  of  position,  of  power,  of  conscience,  and  character,  have  made  the 
press  of  Springfield  what  it  is  to-day.  Let  us  hope  that  their  successors,  in  the 
present  and  coming  generations,  will  seek  to  emulate  their  virtues,  and  to  ad- 
minister worthily  the  larger  trust,  the  heavier  responsibility  which  the  opi>or- 
tunities  of  modem  journalism  lay  upon  them. 

Dr.  Thomas  H.  Pyxciiox,  of  Hiirtford,  Conn.,  iv8|)ouding  to  the 
toast  ''The  first  three  ina«:istrates  of  Sprino^field,"  said:  — 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  Springjieid ,  —  I  need  not  say  that  it  gives  me 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  present  on  this  occasion,  for  though  our  branch  of  the 
Pynchon  family  established  themselves  upon  the  beautiful  shores  of  I^ng  Island 
Sound  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  years  ago,  yet  we  have  always  regarded 
Springfield  as  the  ancient  home  of  our  race,  and  taken  the  deepest  interest  in 
its  prosperity,  welfare,  and  success,  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary  satis- 
faction that  I  rise  to  say  a  few  words  on  behalf  of  my  distinguished  ancestor 
and  his  faithful  friends,  and  attempt  to  justify  his  right  to  the  title  of  Worshij)- 
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fill.  t,y  whif-n  n**  w  sfpn^rally  known  in  hwiiiry.  In  order  to  io  rhi*  I  niii«t  laUre 
;i  hr'u'f  mirrfy  of  hij«  r^r^rf.r.  for  hw  life,  from  the  be^nning  u»  the  end.  wa^  at 
Kfijiv  am!  «>v«>nTfral  onff. 

At  rhii4  rimf;.  two  hnmirf^l  and  fifty  yeam  a^o.  Xay  i5.  Itv^  he  wms  only  fif- 
teen yfjir^  of  Aizf^.  havin'jr  l»**en  horn  at  Sprinrfelii.  in  El^sex.  Ensrlond.  in  lfr»21. 
fff  WAM.  th#>rfrforf .  only  nine  years  olil  when  he  wa*  brought  by  bin  father  to 
Knu'TxfA.  r4,*/»-f h«-r  with  hw  mother  and  hia  three  "latere,  in  the  ship  **  J^fwell,"*  one 
HiirUt/m.  msLi*t*rT.  in  company  with  the  other  ve«^b  of  the  fleet  dutt  bore  the 
MaMxa/'hurt^'trM  charter  Ut  chia  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Aboat  ten  of  the  clock, 
Kai«f**r  .Monday,  thou*'  vfs^fU  weighed  anchor  at  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wi^t,  and  on 
Mon'Iay,  the  I  ith  day  of  the  following  Jane,  they  cast  thot»e  dame  anchors  in  the 
inn«rr  harl»or  of  SaU-m,  in  Mai9sachaj»ettj».     In  the  coarse  of  a  verr  fe^r  dars  ther 

W  «  w 

naiU'd  a'/ain  and  landetl  their  company  at  the  confluence  of  two  rirers^  near  the 
^Hittorn  of  .Mai«Aa/:husettii  Hay.  .  Winthrop  planteii  himself  at  Charlestown,  bat 
F'ynrhun.  almost  immediatt^ly.  removed  to  Roxburj-.  where  we  find  him  in  the 
early  (»art  of  July  of  the  stame  year,  anii  where  he  boilt  a  house,  heautifully 
flttiiHr«'(|  on  Tiit'iwj^  ;fround  f«loping  towards  the  east,  afterwanls  sold  to  Goremor 
I>ndl«'y  and  now  o<*r'upifd  by  tho  I'niversalist  chnrch. 

Henri*  the  worshipful  major,  being  now,  as  I  hare  said,  about  nine  years  of 
afr<'i  first  marie  his  acquaintance  with  the  great  wilderness  and  with  the  copper- 
C€»lorcrl  sarages,  in  whose  future  history  he  was  destined  to  play  such  an  im- 
portant part.  In  the  course  of  that  summer,  his  mother  dying,  he  passetl  into 
the  r;are  of  irn  sisters,  who  were  considerably  older  than  himself,  and  a  little 
]at4>r  intr>  the  harirls  of  Mrn.  Frances  Sanford,  a  grave  matron  of  the  church  at 
I)r)rr'hefit4'r,  wlioni  hU  father  married  within  a  year.  Of  early  schooling  the 
wornhipful  major  probably  had  not  much,  but  what  he  had,  no  donbt,  came  from 
Rev.  John  Kliot,  the  aiKiittle  to  the  Inrlians,  who  arrived  from  England  in  lt>31, 
and  iH'came  the  first  minister  of  Koxbury,  and  from  him  he  probably  acqaired 
tliat  interest  in  the  Indians  and  that  knowledge  of  their  character  which  was  one 
of  bis  leading  churacteristics  during  the  whole  of  his  life. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  it  was  a  hurrietl  and  busy  time  in  that  house- 
hold at  the  foot  of  tlie  Hocksborough  cliffs.  On  the  22d  of  April  his  father  had 
returned  from  his  first  trip,  that  season,  to  the  Connecticut  river,  in  order  to  ex- 
p<>dit<'  the  loarling  of  the  "  Blessing  of  the  Bay."  as  he  wrote  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr., 
at  Sayhrook,  at  the  river's  mouth.  On  May  14  he  was  again  at  Spring^eld,  and  on 
July  4  was  back  onee  more  at  Koxl)ury.  By  July  15  he  was  once  more  in  Spring- 
flcdd,  and  the  probability  is  that  it  was  between  these  last  two  dates  the  family 
was  moved,  and  that  somewhere  ahout  the  8th  or  9th  of  July  the  youthful  major, 
btdng,  as  1  have  said,  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  gained  his  first  sight  of  the  (^oa- 
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necticut  river,  from  tlu*  elevated  point  where  the  Bay  path  emerges,  upon  the  top 
of  the  hill  to  the  eastward  of  the  town,  and  caught  his  first  glimpse  of  its  mag- 
nificent curves  as  it  sweeps  through  the  fields  of  Longmeadow,  and  that  he  pres- 
ently found  himself  established  in  the  little  wooden  house  that  had  been  built  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  family,  not  far  from  the  river's  bank,  and  close  by 
the  very  spot  on  which  we  are  now  assembled.  Here,  no  doubt,  he  enjoyed  for 
schooling  the  instructions  of  the  Kev.  George  Mozon,  and  in  his  out-of-door  life 
sailed  up  and  down  the  river  from  South  Hadley  Falls  to  Enfield,  and  assisted  in 
trapping  beaver  at  Woronoco  and  in  loading  his  father's  vessels  at  Warehouse 
Point,  and  daily  became  more  deeply  interested  in  the  dusky  men  who  constantly 
thronged  his  father's  house ;  and,  no  doubt,  was  present  when  a  deputation  of  the 
Mohawks  from  the  great  river  on  the  other  side  of  the  western  mountains  waited 
upon  his  father  in  order  to  present  to  him  the  scalp  of  Sassacus,  the  great  Pequod 
chief,  who  had  fied  to  them  for  safety,  and  which  by  him  was  carried  to  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop  on  his  next  visit  to  the  Bay,  together  with  his  bloody  hands. 
And  in  this  school  of  business  and  affairs  passed  away  nine  more  years.  Then 
comes  his  marriage,  October  30.  KUo,  to  Amy,  the  daughter  of  Gov.  George 
Wyllys,  of  Hartford,  and  the  owner  of  the  famous  Charter  Oak. 

Four  years  after,  in  IGoO,  when  he  was  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  occurred  the 
publication  of  his  father's  book,  *' The  Meritorious  Price  of  our  Redemption," 
and  two  years  later,  his  return  to  England.  Immediately  after  followed  his  own 
entrance  upon  civil  and  military  life,  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  settlement  and 
commander  of  the  troops.  Presently  came  the  preparations,  in  1668,  for  the 
erection  of  his  great  brick  house,  the  Fort.  During  all  this  period  prosperity 
flowed  steadily  in,  and  wealth  accumulated.  From  Enfield  and  Sufiield  on  the 
south,  to  the  meadows  of  Deer  field  on  the  north,  most  of  the  land  was  purcliased 
by  him,  or  through  him,  of  the  Indians,  and  nearly  all  subsequent  titles  are  from 
him  derived.  Nor  were  his  possessions  confined  to  the  Connecticut  river  valley, 
for  we  find  him  owning  land  in  the  Narragansett  country,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  acres,  between  the  Thames  and  Mystic  rivers,  to  the  ea«t  of  New 
London. 

In  IG02  occurred  his  father's  death,  and  the  year  following  he  visiti>d  England 
to  settle  the  estate.  In  1075  came  King  Philip's  War,  with  all  its  anxieties, 
fatigues,  and  horrors,  culminating  in  the  burning  of  his  settlement  in  October  of 
that  year.  In  1070  we  discover  him  assisting  officially,  as  one  of  the  assistants  of 
the  colony,  at  the  imposing  funeral  of  (Jovernor  Leverett  in  Boston.  In  1G80  we 
find  him  despatched  to  Albany  with  instructions  from  the  General  Court  to  get  the 
advice  and  aissistance  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  (iovernor  of  New  York,  to 
endeavor  a  treaty  with  the  Schems  and  people  called  Mohawks,  and  they  remind 


600  SPRINGFIELD,    1636^1886. 


him  of  his  former  visit  to  Albany,  and  their  meeting  him  some  four  years  before. 
Xo  doubt  in  both  journeys  he  followed  the  trail  up  the  Westfield  river  over  the 
mountains,  and  was  thus  the  pioneer  of  the  great  iron  road  that  now  follows  the 
same  route,  from  his  settlement  to  the  same  point. 

In  1059  began  his  legislative  career,  as  a  deputy  from  Springrfield  to  tbe 
General  Court.  From  1065  to  1680,  when  the  government  under  the  old  charter 
came  to  an  end,  ho  was  one  of  the  Assistants,  or  Upper  House.  In  16^  we  find 
him  name<l  bv  the  Crown  as  one  of  the  Councillors  under  Sir  Edmund  Andros's 
government  of  all  New  England.  And  finally,  in  1703.  when  he  was  eighty -two 
years  of  age.  and  about  one  year  after  the  accession  of  Queen  Anne,  and  toward 
the  beginning  of  the  grand  career  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborongh,  on  the 
17th  day  of  January,  he  died,  and  was  buried  with  great  pomp  a  few  davs  after- 
wanl  on  the  bank.*  of  the  Connecticut,  which  he  had  loved  so  well,  and.  as  it 
were,  under  the  shadow  of  Mt.  Tom.  The  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  of  North- 
ampton, preached  the  sermon,  entitled  "  (rOil's  power  shown  in  the  death  of  useful 
men.**  He  describes  him  as  a  man  having  great  influence  abroad  a^ii  well  as  at 
home.     It  was  the  general  feeling  that  a  great  man  had  indeed  fallen  in  IsraeL 

On  reviewing  his  career,  we  perceive  plainly  that  from  1050  to  1702,  a  period 
of  more  than  fifty  years,  he  was  constantly  engaged  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
honorable,  and  had  great  influence  upon  men  of  authority  abroad.  This  is  Mr. 
Stoddard's  language,  and  he  could  not  liave  had  such  a  career  if  he  had  not 
)>ossessed  in  an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  which  always  command  the 
respect  of  mankind.  .Vnd  in  this  career  he  was  powerfully  supported  by  his 
brother-in-law,  Elizur  Holyoke.  and  by  Samuel  Chapin,  whom  you  have  very 
justly  associated  with  him  in  your  remarks,  and  who  was  possessed  of  similar 
sterling  qualities.  He  is  said  to  have  been  much  truste<l  and  beloved  by  the 
Indians,  and  to  have  continue<l  the  wise  policy  of  treating  them  that  was  com- 
menced by  his  father.  Of  this  there  is  a  notable  proof  in  a  letter  from  Jonathan 
Edwards,  at  Stockbridge,  in  May,  1751.  in  which  he  says  *'tliat  the  Mohawks 
desired  that  in  future  interviews  and  conferences.  Brigadier  Dwight  and  Colonel 
Pynchon  might  be  improved,  and  as  to  Colonel  Pynchon  in  particular,  they  ar;ged 
their  acquaintance  with  his  ancestors,  and  their  experience  of  their  integrity-. " 
This  1  have  always  regarded  as  the  finest  compliment  ever  paid  to  the  family, 
and  its  highest  claim  to  distinction. 

The  Briga<lier  Dwight  here  mentioned  was  the  celebrated  Gen.  Joseph 
Dwight,  who  commandeil  at  Louisburg  and  I^ke  George,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Berkshire  Dwights  and  of  the  Sedgwicks,  and  the  brother  of  Col.  Josiah  Dwight, 
of  Springfield.  The  Colonel  Pynchon  must  have  been,  I  think,  my  great-great- 
grandfather, William  Pynchon,  who  married  for  his  wife  Catharine  Brewer,  the 
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(laughter  of  one  of  your  early  ministers;  or  else  his  brother,  John  Pynchon,  who 
married  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Edwanl  Taylor,  of  Westfield. 

My  conception  of  him  is,  that  he  was  a  wise,  sagacious,  sympathizing,  honor- 
able, high-minded,  religious,  and  friendly  man,  of  immense  capacity  for  business, 
a  brave  and  energetic  commander,  a  prudent  counsellor,  and  possessed  of  all  the 
qualities,  the  confidence,  the  affection,  and  love  of  men.  He  was,  I  think,  a 
very  different  man  from  his  father.  His  father  was  a  great  scholar  and  author, 
and  a  well-read  lawyer,  a  man  of  a  statesmanlike  mind,  a  man  who  could  conceive 
and  assist  in  executing  the  plan  of  bringing  the  charter  to  this  country,  and  of 
founding  a  new  State.  These  great  qualities  are  clearly  shown  in  his  letters  to 
Governor  Winthrop,  printed  in  the  transactions  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society.  The  son  was  possessed  of  the  administrative  qualities  necessary  to 
carry  on  a  government  that  had  been  already  founded. 

Thus,  my  fellow-townsmen,  I  have,  I  think,  shown  the  reasons  for  the  appli- 
cation to  my  distinguished  ancestor  of  the  title  of  Worshipful ;  it  was  because 
he  i)osses8ed  in  an  eminent  degree  all  the  qualities  necessary  to  win  and  secure 
the  confidence  of  the  comnmnity.  He  was  a  man  to  whom  men  wore  attracted 
by  his  gracious  qualities,  whom  they  were  inclined  to  revere,  to  worship,  as  it 
were.     Hence  he  was  styled  the  Worshipful  Major. 

Mayor  OX  oxnok,  *)f  Holyokc,  rospoiidinjj:  for  his  city,  said  :  — 

The  "  infant  city"  of  Holyoke,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to-night, 
is  proud  to  own  its  kinship  and  anxious,  I  am  sure,  to  show  pro{H'r  filial  respect 
and  affection  for  its  honored  and  venerable  parent,  on  this  and  all  other  occa- 
sions. Compared  with  Springfield,  with  its  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  hoary 
tradition,  Holyoke,  even  as  a  township,  has  barely  reached  the  period  of  young 
manhood.  Reckoning  age  by  date  of  city  charters,  Springfield  may  be  said  to 
be  in  the  pride  of  manhood,  while  Holyoke  i^  but  a  stripling  of  twelve  tender 
years.  Originally  a  part  of  West  Springfield  (a  i)asture  or  a  patch  on  the  out- 
skirts, so  to  speak),  Holyoke  can  prop<Tly  claim  to  be  a  child  of  Springfielil  (its 
first-born  nninicij)ality)  on  the  maternal  side,  ]>erhap8.  and  with  equal  propriety 
can  trace  its  noble  lineage  on  the  paternal  side  to  the  broad  Connecticut  liver, 
whose  mighty  forces  havu  been  transmitted  and  stand  revealed  to-day  in  no  mean 
proportion  in  their  joint  offspring.  Pardon,  then,  the  boastfulness  of  youth,  if, 
while  Ml'  delight  to  honor  our  parents,  and  especially  our  beautiful  and  gifted 
mother,  Springfield,  we  use,  or  abuse,  this  oc(*asion  to  remind  you  all  that  both 
"  mother  and  child  are  doing  well,"  especially  the  child.  Holyoke,  I  know, 
wishes  me  to  be  modest,  but  also  firm,  on  this  point. 
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Although  not  yet  in  our  municipal  teens,  having;  set  up  housekeeping  for  our- 
selves, we  gratefully  accept  the  maternal  hospitality  and  extend  our  own.  Two 
hundred  and  thirty  odd  years,  however,  is  a  long  while  to  wait  for  a  like  occasion 
to  present  itself  within  our  borders,  and  Ilolyoke,  therefore,  authorizes  me  to 
extend  the  open  hand  of  fellowship  to-night,  and  to  say  that  the  latch-string  is 
always  on  the  outside,  and  a  hearty  welcome  is  waiting  for  the  sarplus  popula- 
tion and  capital  of  Springfield  within  our  gates.  Already  we  proudly  number  a 
score  or  more  of  Springfield's  brightest  names  upon  the  roll  of  Holyoke's  suc- 
cessful business  men,  and  we  welcome  them  heartily,  even  though  they  prefer  to 
seek  the  suburban  quiet  and  repose  of  Springfield  after  the  cares  of  the  day  in 
Holyoke.  To  the  rising  generation  of  Springfield,  seeking  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new  for  the  exercise  of  their  inherent  energy  and  enterprise,  we  extend 
a  speeiul  invitation  to  join  their  fortune  with  ours,  and  reap  with  us  the  golden 
harvct^t  of  Holyoke's  future.  But  this  is  a  family  party,  and  perhaps  we  have 
already  spt^iit  too  much  time  in  admiring  and  praising  the  baby. 

Let  me,  in  closing,  add  a  personal  tribute  to  the  home  of  my  childhood. 
Some  one  has  said  ''  that  a  recollection  of  old  scenes  and  pastimes  we  often  con« 
sider  among  the  happiest  moments  of  our  lives.**  Brought  here  from  my  hirth- 
place  among  the  Berkshire  lulls,  a  child,  educated  in  your  schools,  and  entering 
my  profession  under  the  guidance  and  patronage  of  the  now  venerable  Dr. 
Breck,  I  feel,  and  always  shall  feel  while  memory  lasts,  a  warm  affection  for 
Springfield  and  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  her  institutions,  and  I  am  proud  of  her 
record  as  the  pioneer  and  preceptor  of  western  Massachusetts  in  all  that  makes 
for  civilization,  e<lucation.  and  the  progress  of  the  human  race.  In  the  name  of 
Ilolyoke,  and  for  myself  also,  then,  I  greet  you,  I  thank  you,  and  congratulate 
you  upon  the  recurtl  you  have  made  as  a  representative  New  England  city,  and 
as  an  honor  to  the  grand  old  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

David  A.  Wells  responded  to  the  toast  '*  Springfield  —  The  flavor 
of  old  times  makes  fresh  and  sweet  the  new/'  and  said  :  — 

Kemembering  the  Scriptural  proverb,  '*  A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in 
his  own  country,"  I  could  not  help  feeling  greatly  complimented  at  receiving  an 
official  invitation  to  return  to  the  place  of  my  birth  and  participate  in  this  memo- 
rable aimiversairy.  Letting  my  memory  run  back  also,  some  forty  years  or  more, 
and  recalling  --how  once  upon  a  time"  Elijah  Blake  —  who  was  at  that  period 
pretty  much  all  that  the  *'  Lord  High  Executioner,"  "  The  Lord  Chief  Justice." 
'*  The  Lord  Chancellor,"  "  The  Minster  of  Finance,"  and  the  '*  Chief  of  Police" 
ever  was  to  "  Titipu  "  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Mikado  —  fixeil  his  eyes  sternly  on 
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one  of  the  buck  seats  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  old  Town  Hall  on  State  street, 
and  audibly  remarked,  ''  If  that  Wells  boy  and  those  other  fellows  don*t  make 
less  noise  and  disturbance  they  will  be  put  out,"  —  those  other  fellows  being 
William  L.  Wilcox  and  Albert  Kirkham,  now  '*  grave  and  reverend  seniors,"  and 
the  late  Charles  O.  Chapin  of  honored  memory.  K^calling  all  this,  I  could  have 
little  thought  that  the  time  would  ever  come  when  the  successors  in  authority 
upon  whom  the  mantle  of  Elijah  has  fallen  would  ever  wish  that  the  **  Wells 
boy  **  would  come  back  again.  From  which,  I  think,  I  have  the  right  to  infer 
that  if  I  liave  made  any  noise  or  disturbance  since  then  it  has  not  been,  as 
formerly,  altogether  of  a  disagreeable  character. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever  occurred  to  any  one  to  make  an  analysis  of  the 
motives  that  are  influential  in  drawing  one  back  to  the  home  of  his  childhoo<i. 
At  first  thought  it  may  seem  that  such  tendencies  are  the  outcome  of  an  Instinct, 
born  and  inbred  in  everyone;  something  akin  to  love  of  country.  A  little 
examination,  however,  will,  I  think,  lead  to  opposite  conclusions.  And  in  sup- 
port of  this  view,  I  would  mention  that  a  question  recently  put  to  a  gentleman 
who  emigrated  from  this  vicinity  el  icitetl  the  following  reply:  **I  was  born  in 
such  a  place,'*  naming  a  town  not  forty  miles  distant  from  Springfield;  "and 
it  is  the  only  thing  in  my  life  that  I  feel  particularly  ashamed  of."  I  have  never 
^Hsited  that  place ;  but  from  what  I  used  to  hear  of  it,  I  should  think  the  native 
referreil  to  might  have  had  some  gootl  and  sufficient  warrant  for  his  opinion. 
Again,  I  sat  some  years  ago  at  dinner  beside  one  of  the  merchant  princes  of  Ncm- 
York,  a  man  whose  name  is  well  known  in  commercial  circles  and  in  public 
affairs.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  born  in  a  little  town  in  New  York,  just 
over  the  Berkshire  or  Massachusetts  line ;  that  he  had  only  been  back  to  it  since 
he  left  to  burv  his  father  and  mother,  and  that  "he  never  meant,"  if  he  could 
help  it,  to  go  back  again.  Further  conversation  disclosed  the  fact  that  his  father 
was  a  farmer,  the  owner  and  cultivator  of  one  t)f  those  sterile  si<le-hill  farms  of 
tlmt  section  of  country ;  a  man  whose  fundamental  idea  of  life  was  work  and 
religion,  as  he  understood  it,  —  to  Mork  unremittingly  during  all  the  hours  of 
daylight;  and  to  meet  any  demands  of  hunuin  nature  for  diversity  and  recreation 
by  attending  meetings,  an<l  the  study  (»f  tlie  Assembly's  catechism  or  such 
otlier  literature  as  made  up  the  scant  libraries  in  those  days  of  the  supporters  of 
old-time  New  England  Calvinism, — among  which  he  remembered  was  a  well- 
thumb(*<l  sermon  preacht»<l  by  the  father  of  David  Dudley  and  Cyrus  Field,  at  a 
public  executitm,  in  which  the  cul]>rit  Mas  advised  that  although  he  had  been 
a  ver}*  bail  felloM ,  and  was  still  impenitent,  there  Mas  ample  time  for  conversion 
and  a  change  of  heart  between  leaving  the  church  and  reaching  the  gallows.  It 
was  no  wonder,  then,  that  my  friend,  under  the  circumstances,  bought  his  own 
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time  —  atf  was  then  customary,  before  coming  of  age  —  of  his  father,  and  emi- 
grateil ;  and  that  the  town  where  he  was  born  never  left  upon  his  memory  ^sutB- 
ciently  agreeable  impressions  to  have  yet  received  from  his  present  accumnlaied 
millions  anything  commemorative  of  his  childhood,  and  in  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  its  present  inliabitants,  or  is  probably  ever  likely  to  l>e  thus  reoieiiH 
bcred.  Therefore,  I  conclude  that  there  must  be  something  more  than  the  mere 
fact  of  having  been  born  in  a  certain  locality  that  constitutes  the  attraction  in 
later  life*  to  those  who  have  been  long  absent  to  return  to  it :  and  that  it  is 
necessary,  in  order  that  such  attraction  may  be  powerful,  that  the  impressions 
of  early  life,  which  are  so  strong  that  old  men  babble  of  them  when  all  other 
memories  have  deiwirtod,  should  have  been  pleasant.  And  so  far  as  Springfield 
is  concerned,  I  think  I  can  truly  say.  not  only  for  myself,  but  for  all  other  of  its 
children  who  have  wandered  from  the  old  home,  that  the  early  impressions 
received  here  were  always  most  pleasant. 

Nowhere  among  all  the  towns  of  New  England  did  the  current  of  life  run 
more  sMcetly  and  quietly  than  here.  How  vividly  can  I  repro<luce  the  f«»rnier 
picture  of  localities  I  ( )n  the  spot  where  we  are  now  gathered  stoo4l  the  family 
home,  emboMere<i  among  great  trees,  of  the  Hookers.  —  judges,  leg-islator*. 
deacons,  and  town  councillors.  Next  below  was  the  great  gambrel-roof  parson- 
age of  the  First  Church  in  Springfield.  Where  the  railroad  station  is,  grew  some 
of  the  earliest  and  sweetest  apples, — sweeter  if  they  could  be  gathered  without  the 
privity  of  their  owner,  the  Widow  Ilubbanl.  Where  the  railroad  bridge  cros?«e#. 
was  one  of  the  most  famous  of  shad  fisheries.  Across  the  street,  but  It»wer 
down,  ran,  as  I  think  it  yet  does,  the  '•  town  brook."  once  sufficiently  pure  to  be 
so  sto(!ked  with  trout  as  to  admit  of  their  l)eing  caught  with  a  scoop.  Across  the 
s<|uare  rose,  as  now,  the  steeple  of  Dr.  Osgoo<l*s  church,  which,  to  my  childish 
imaginings,  seemed  something  akin  in  height  to  the  tower  of  Babel :  and  upi>n  the 
top  of  its  spin*  still  sits  that  M-onderful  rooster  which,  jis  all  children  were  in- 
formed, always  crowed  whenever  he  heard  the  other  roosters. 

I  low  little  then  occurred  to  break  the  current  uniformity:  the  publication  of 
the  ••  Weekly  Hepublican ; '*  the  annual  town-meeting,  which  seemetl  always  to 
occur  when  tlu'  weather  was  most  unpleasant  and  the  roads  the  muddiest,  to  tlie 
inconvenience  of  the  multitude,  who  came  up  as  the  tribes  of  old  to  Jerusalem. 
from  Cabotville,  Chicopee,  or  Ski]»muck.  '' Jenksville,"  '*  Sixteen  Acres."  Long 
Hill,  and  the  Water-shops:  the  tolling  of  the  **  passing  bell."  to  indicate  that  some 
one  of  the  little  coniniuuity  had  joined  the  great  congregation:  the  annual  train- 
ing of  the  llamiMlen  (luanls  and  the  Springfield  Artillery  :  the  occasional  show: 
the  winter's  lyceuni :  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  gooil  steamers  *•  Agawam  ** 
or  ••  Massachusetts,"  Peck,  master :  or  the  departure  before  daylight,  or  the  arrival 


SPRINGFIELD,    1636-^1886.  605 


after  clurk,  of  the  Bostou  and  Albany  coaches,  whose  head-quarters  were  at  the 
Hampden  Coffee  House.  Good  society  in  those  days  breakfasted  between  six 
and  seven,  dine<l  at  twelve,  and  supped  at  six.  Most  people,  also,  were  then  of 
the  opinion  that  night  was  the  time  to  sleep;  and,  lest  8omebo<ly  should  forget  it, 
the  church  bell  was  rung  regularly  at  nine  o'clock,  when  it  was  expected  that  lires 
would  be  raked  up  and  courting  be  discontinued.  Few  of  the  citizens  had  trav- 
elled farther  than  to  New  York  or  Boston ;  and  as  for  the  one  or  two  who  had 
tmidc  the  journey  to  Europe,  it  was  thought  that  there  was  little  more  remaining 
for  them,  except  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  How  incidents  tliat  are  regarded  as 
now  of  little  moment  swelled  to  great  imiK>rtance  in  those  earlier  days  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  circumstance  that  the  completion,  in  1805,  of  the  great  bridge 
across  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  what  was  then  ''  Bridge  lane,"  was  considered  of 
sufficient  moment  to  require  the  preaching  and  printing  of  a  sermon,  by  one  of 
the  most  noted  of  New  England  divines,  namely,  Rev.  Joseph  Lathrop,  D.I)., 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  West  Springfield.  And  from  a  copy  of  this  now 
rare  sermon  which  has  come  into  my  ]K)ssession  let  me  read  you  a  brief  extract : 
*'  Who  among  us,  twenty  years  ago,  expected  to  see  the  two  banks  of  the  Con- 
necticut river  united  at  Springfield  by  a  bridge  which  should  promise  durability? 
Yet  such  a  structure  we  see,  tliis  day,  completinl  and  opened  for  passage,  —  a 
structure  which  displays  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  the  proprietors,  and  the 
skill  and  fidelity  of  the  artificers,  and  which  will  yield  great  convenience  and 
advantage  to  the  contiguous  and  neighlK>ring  towns,  and  to  the  public  at  large. 
In  a  work  of  this  kind  there  is  the  same  reason  to  acknowledge  the  favoring  and 
preserving  hand  of  God,  as  in  all  otlier  enterprises,  and  more  in  proportion  to  its 
complexity,  difficulty,  and  magnitude.  The  structure  which  we  this  day  behold 
suggests  to  us  a  most  convincing  evidence  of  the  existence  and  government  of 
a  deity ;  and  also  of  the  importance  of  civil  society  and  of  a  firm  and  steady 
government." 

It  is  now  the  opinion  of  those  most  qualified  to  si)eak  that  there  is  hardly  a 
single  department  of  history*,  ancient  or  modern,  tlmt  does  not  require  to  be 
reinvestigate<l  and  rewritten.  But  ha  that  as  it  may,  the  inner,  domestic,  and 
social  life  of  the  people  of  New  England  has  certainly  never  yet  been  fully 
explored  and  written ;  and  it  constitutes  a  most  promising  and  inviting  field, 
not  only  for  the  historian,  but  also  for  the  novelist.  Mrs.  Stowe  lias  worked  this 
mine  somewhat  in  her  "Sam  Lawson"  and  '*  Oldtown  Stories,"  and  In  the 
romance  of  '•  The  Minister's  Wooing,"  as  has  also  Rose  Terry  Cooke  in  "  Mrs, 
Beulah*s  Bonnet"  and  "  Squire  Paine's  Conversion;*'  and  in  all  literature  there 
is  no  story  clothed  in  purer  English,  richer  in  word  painting,  or  more  Ingenious 
and  delicious  in  plot,  than  **  Twice  Married,**  written  hy  Calvin  Philleo,  of  Suf- 
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field,  who  died  when  the  guild  of  literature  had  hardly  made  his  acquaintance. 
and  who  gave  promise,  if  he  hatl  lived,  of  developing  into  one  of  Amerit*ai*« 
greatest  musters  of   fiction. 

What  a  wealth  of  character,  material,  and  incident  is  embraced    within  the 
memories  of  Springfield  during  the  fifty  years  or  more  prior  to  the  a<lvent  of  the 
railroads!     Stephen  Burroughs,  the  rogue,  whose  memoirs,  with  '*  Kiley's  Nar- 
rative," were  read  with  wonderment  by  more  than  one  generation  of  this  valley. 
Thomas  Rlanchard,  the  inventor,  who  built  the  steaml>oat  *'  Massachusetts  **  on 
a  lot  on  South  Main  street,  and  then  drew  it  on  massive  solid  wheels,  with  long 
yokes  of  oxen,  amidst  a  wondering  crowd,  to  its  launching-place .  at  the  foot  of 
Elm  street;  and  who,  stimulated  by  a  taunt  of  an  armorer  engage<l   in  carving 
gun-stocks  "  tliat  he  could  not  si)oil  his  business,"  invented  that  most  wonder* 
ful  machine  for  turning  irregular  forms,  inclu<ling  such  an  irregular  thing  as  a 
gun-stock.     Elijah  Rlake,  the  terror  of  evil-doers,  who  seems  to  have  extended 
his   life   to    some  fourscore  years   or   more   by   becoming  transfused    with  th# 
toughness  and  strength  of  his  own  leather;  Uncle  Bill  C'ooley,  the  old   sexton, 
who  gathered  in  nearly  two  entire  generations  before  he  him.'self  was   gathered. 
William  Ames,  son  of  Fisher  Ames,  who  for  many  years  made  two  visitation*  to 
the  town  annually,  and  timed  his  visits  so  coincidently  with  the  arrival  of  shad 
and  the  celebration  of  Thanksgiving,  that  not  a  few  people,  it  is  said,  remained 
doubtful  as  to  the  exact  time  of  these  events  until  the  presence  of  Mr.    A  me* 
in  town  was  known  to  be  a  certainty.     Captain  Peck,  the  hardy  navigator,  who 
for  many  a  season  breasted  the    storm  of  the  Connecticut,  and  safely  gruided 
his  cnift  over  the  rocks  and  terrors  of  '*  Enfield  Rapids."     Eleazar  Williams, 
the  once  prince  of  inn-keepers,  who  was  so  fame<l  for  his  politeness  to  all.  and 
his  special  courtesy  to  Ia<lies,  that  it  is  said  of  him  that  once  upon  a  time,  com- 
ing unexpectedly  ui)on  a  setting  hen  and  perceiving  her  to  be  disturbed   by  his 
intrusion,  he  took  off  his  hat  gracefully,  and  bowing  respectfully,  speedily  re- 
tired with  the  remark,  "  I)on*t  rise,  madam,  —  don't,  I  pray  you."     And  last, 
but  not  least,  that  grand  old  man.   Rev.   Samuel  Osgood,  D.D.,  to  whom  Gold- 
smith's lines  to  a  country  clergyman  are  fairly  applicable.  — 

Remote  fruin  towa«,  he  ran  hU  urodly  race, 

Nor  e'er  had  chAOKed  nor  wi«hed  to  change  his  pUoe. 

New  England  never  produceil  a  more  original  character,  more  fertile  in  wit, 
more  keen  in  repartee.  One  anecdote  illustrative  of  the  latter  quality,  which  I 
will  venture  to  relate,  and  which  I  think  has  never  found  its  way  into  print,  was 
told  me  by  the  late  Gen.  Dan  Tyler.     The  general,  when  fresh  from  West  Point. 
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was  onlered  in  corapauy  with  two  or  three  other  young  officers  to  Springfield,  in 
connection  with  the  armory,  and  to  help  pass  the  time  pleasantly,  a  sort  of 
social  cluh  was  organized,  and  a  meeting  and  reading  room  rented  and  fur- 
nished, on  the  same  entry  with  the  post-office,  which  was  then  kept  hy  Daniel 
Lombard,  in  a  little  wooden  building  on  State  street.  At  this  club  Dr.  Osgood 
was  a  frequent  visitor  and  always  a  welcome  guest ;  and  on  entering  one  day 
an«l  asking  the  news,  he  was  informetl  of  a  new  engagement  of  a  certain  young 
and  buxom  damsel,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  first  families,  with  an  elderly 
bachelor,  who  M-as  also  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  distinguished  citizens  of 
the  town.  "  Well,  doctor,  what  do  you  think  of  it?  '*  was  asked.  '♦  Think  of  it?  " 
he  replied.  "  T  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  money  got  by  marriage  that  better 
be  hired  at  0  per  cent."  The  doctor  was  probably  also  the  originator  of  the  old 
story,  which  runs  to  the  effect  that,  visiting  a  sick  man,  and  admonishing  him 
upon  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  heart,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  rejoinder 
from  the  patient,  *'  I  don't  think  you  understand  my  case  at  all,  doctor.  It  isn't 
a  new  heart  that  I  want,  but  a  new  liver." 

Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  who  was  for  a  time  settled  in  West  Springfield,  was  a  man 
of  great  culture  and  refinement,  and  especially  observant  of  all  the  '*  proprieties" 
of  his  profession.  Engaged  to  supply  the  pulpit  of  Dr.  Osgootl  on  one  occasion, 
the  latter  announced  him  to  his  congregation  as  follows:  *' On  the  morning  of 
the  next  Sabbath  Brother  Sprague  will  occupy  my  place,  and  blow  from  the 
silver  trumpet  of  the  New  Testament,  but  in  the  afternoon  I  shall  be  present  and 
will  give  you  the  ram's  horn  of  the  Old."  And  then  if  it  is  the  more  comic,  as 
well  as  the  poetical  side  of  human  nature  that  is  to  be  sought,  what  can  be  more 
originally  ludicrous  than  the  famous  poem,  or  elegy,  of  *'  Springfield  Mountain," 
which  has  almost  become  a  classic  in  English  literature,  and  without  a  sufficiently 
propi'r  notice  of  M-hich  any  historical  review  of  Springfield  would,  it  seems  to  me, 
be  manifestly  most  incomplete.  This  elegy  was  written  by  one  Nathan  Torrey,  a 
citizen,  at  the  time,  of  Springfield,  about  the  year  1761,  in  commemoration  of  a 
tragic  occurrence  that  caused  a  great  local  sensation  at  the  time,  namely,  the 
death,  from  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake,  of  the  son  of  Lieutenant  Mirrick,  who  resided 
in  that  part  of  the  town  which  was  then  known  as  '*  Springfield  Mountain,"  and 
which  was  after\i'ard  incorporated  as  a  town  by  itself,  under  the  name  of  **  Wil- 
braham,"  —  a  name  in  some  way  undoubtedly  derived  from  an  old  English  family 
by  the  name  of  Wilbraham,  whose  ancestral  records  and  sculptured  memorials 
are  still  preserved  in  an  oM  church  at  Chirk,  in  Herefordshire,  on  the  borders  of 
Wales. 

Nathan  Torrey  was  an  odd  genius,  and  removed  to  Hinsdale.  Berkshire  county, 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  settler  of  that 
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tovm.  When  the  steeple  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  DaltoD  was  raUed,  tk 
parson,  it  is  said,  ealliHl  upon  Torrey  for  some  poetry  suitable  for  the  occana 
lie  agreed  to  so  do,  and  at  the  proper  time  took  his  stand  before  the  andieim. 
looked  up  at  the  steeple,  then  at  the  minister,  and  next  at  the  people,  and  gtif 
utterance  to  the  following  :  — 

Little  church,  tall  steeple. 
Blind  ((uide,  i^orant  people. 

As  the  newspaper  reporter  was  not  round  in  those  days,  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  what  happened  next ;  but  we  can  imagine  what  the  ministers  and  the 
people  thought,  and,  perhaps,  of  what  they  said.  But  I  fear  I  have  exhaosied 
your  patience  and  left  myself  hut  little  time  to  speak  of  my  boyhood  associatei. 
Springfield  has  many  distinguished  names  on  the  roll  of  her  sons.  But  the  niuB- 
ber  of  hoys  who  have  notably  maile  their  mark  from  the  comparatively  smafl 
class  of  my  school  associates  is,  I  think,  somewhat  remarkable.  TVo  were 
successful  sailors,  and  walked  the  quarter-deck  as  captjiins  of  as  noble  vesaelf 
as  ever  flew  the  American  flag.  Four  became  general  or  field  officers  in  the  War 
of  the  Rehellion,  and  two  fell  on  the  field  of  hattle  at  the  head  of  their  columns. 
One  was  avowedly  at  the  liead  of  the  editorial  profession  of  the  countrj". 
Three  have  risen  to  the  front  rank  of  the  legal  profession  in  the  cities  of  Xe» 
York,  St.  Louis,  and  San  Francisco.  Two  now  stand  at  the  head  of  New  Eng- 
land's gre^itest  railroad  corporation,  while  another  is  at  the  heail  of  Massachu- 
setts* railroad  commission ;  two  have  become  successful  mcrchant^|B  the  Cen- 
tral West  and  on  the  Pacific ;  and  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  remained  ti 
the  old  home,  if  tliey  are  not  widely  known,  it  is  simply  because  to  them  the 
opportunity  to  become  distinguished  has  been  more  limited. 

To  be  present  upon  such  an  occasion  as  this  cannot,  however,  be  a  wholly  un- 
mixed joy  to  the  sons  of  Springfield,  who  return  to  her  after  long  absences,  and 
the  words  of  Rev.  Dr.  Peabody,  in  his  address  at  the  dedication  of  the  Spring- 
field Cemeterj-  in  1841.  come  back  to  me  now  with  a  fulness  of  meaning  which 
tliev  did  not  convev  when  I  heard  them  delivered  :  — 

"  WHien  the  native  of  this  town,  after  long  absence,  returns  to  the  home  of  hi# 
fathers,  he  will  walk  the  streets,  and  all  whom  he  meets  will  be  strangers.  He 
will  inquire  concerning  familiar  dwellings,  and  the  names  of  their  inhabitant* 
will  be  new  ;  ami  when  he  meets  his  old  acquaintances  he  will  find  that  they  know 
not  the  Joseph  of  former  days.  He  will  be  forlorn  and  solitary  among  the  living, 
and  will  not  feel  at  home  till  he  comes  to  the  mansions  of  the  dead.  Here  he 
will  find  the  guanlians  and  the  playmates  of  former  years.     Here  will  be  all 
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•     whom  he  used  to  reverence  and  love ;  and   here  the  heart  will  overflow  with 
'      emotions." 

Gen.  H.  C.  Dwioht,  of  Hartford,  said  :  — 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  our  honored  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Con- 
necticut is  not  present  to  respond  to  your  very  complimentary  toast  to  Connecti- 
cut, the  State  he  honors,  serves,  and  loves  so  well.  In  his  name  and  for  this  old 
Commonwealth  I  thank  you  for  your  cordial  greeting,  your  neighborly  interest, 
and  kindly  good-will.  Connecticut  heartily  reciprocates  them  all,  and  congrat- 
ulates the  ancient  town  of  Springfield,  on  this  her  anniversary  day,  on  her 
prosperity  and  success ;  on  what  your  city  represents  to-day,  —  enterprise, 
energy,  happiness,  and  wealth,  —  one  of  the  many  pleasant,  bright,  prosperous 
cities  of  our  sister  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Connecticut  has  now  in  her  borders  some  of  your  former  territory,  and  though 
not  naturally  covetous,  'tis  a  pity  when  the  line  was  drawn  including  Enfield, 
Somers,  and  Suflleld  in  Connecticut,  it  was  not  put  far  enough  north  to  have 
included  your  whole  town.  In  fact,  we  could  include  the  whole  of  Massachu- 
setts, so  kind  is  our  regard  and  so  great  our  love  for  you. 

The  same  spirit  was  in  your  founders  as  in  those  of  our  beloved  State,  —  the 
spirit  of  liberty,  of  government  by  the  people,  of  freedom  of  worship,  of  free 
education,  animated  them,  and  the  same  spirit  actuates  them  to-day.  The  people 
of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  have  the  same  characteristics, — those  of  energy, 
industry,  Vugality,  generosity,  and  inventive  genius.  The  hum  of  their  industries 
is  heard,  the  products  of  their  skill  are  known  around  the  world.  In  war  both 
have  proved  their  valor  through  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  In  ])eace 
both  have  gone  hand  in  hand  to  the  highest  success ;  no  bickering  nor  enmity  has 
been  known,  but  as  neighbors  we  have  both  gloried  in  the  success  of  the  other. 
The  white  flag  of  Massachusetts  and  the  blue  flag  of  Connecticut  are  both  com- 
bine<l  in  the  flag  of  our  glorious,  united  country,  each  star  shining  as  brilliantly 
as  when  first  placed  in  the  flag  of  our  Union ;  and  so  may  they  shine,  made  more 
and  more  brilliant  by  the  honor  and  righteousness  of  their  people  till  the  •'  perfect 
day."  The  town  and  city  of  Springfield  may  well  and  gladly  welcome  home  her 
children,  wherever  they  may  be.  Happy  those  who  have  never  wandered  from 
her  pleasant  firesides ;  happy  those  who  have  so  pleasant  a  home  to  return  to,  wel- 
comed by  a  happy,  prosperous  people,  who  have  worked  for,  deserved,  and 
earned  success.  We  of  Connecticut  come  with  gootl  wishes,  and  strong,  hearty 
desire  for  your  continued  prosperity  and  success.  May  your  future  be  in  ways 
of  pleasantness !     As  in  the  past  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  so  in  the  future 
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tim*fM.  we  promi^t;  t«>  \y*:  •£*>**\  neiarhhor;*.  a<.'tiTe.  tfamtrt*t  worker*  with  _vi>a  for 
th»'  pnwperitv  of  the  Slate  an«l  nation,  joinin;^:  \rith  you  in  ev^ery  x«>«>l  w«>r«l  xiki 
w«>rk. 

I'liitr^l  Stat»f?»  St-iiatiir  I>.vwf>  >ai«l :  — 

.Hr.  CkairitiOH  and  GeHtUaieit.  —  Fir^t  U-t  nie  thank  m>ii  for  thL*  kin»i  iruinifer*- 
tation.  an«l  nay  that  I  am  quite  aware,  at  thi:*  fe:*tiral  of  the  .'*oqjs  of  Sprinrfeid. 
that  the  tim«>  U*lon'^*  to  oth«*r!».  an«l  not  to  me.  I  woahi  be  quite  ci>nt»-nt  to  yieti 
it  all  to  thojH-  who  have  .to  many  pleai*ant.  fri»*n«lly  mcraorie:*  to  recuiuit  to  ilr- 
lijfht  and  rhamt  you.  I  know  it  bt^comf?*  me  to  make  acknowletigmeat  of  thi* 
tr>aMt  in  the  hriff*-!<t  po^-^iihle  manner:  hut  f>efore  I  do  that,  yoa  will  pardon  m*, 
♦•ven  at  this*  l>it»-  liour.  if  I  make  my  U*w  to  the  «'it>  of  Springlfielii.  She  ha.* 
won  my  h»-an  ti>-ilay.  an«l  I  am  quite  impatient  to  nuikf  avowal  of  the  attach- 
ment. I  ha\e  In-en  ruptivat**d  hy  the  reinul  !»plen<lor  with  which  a-h**  ha*  ct>me 
forth  to  recei\»-  our  ronurratulation^t  upon  thi:*  most  di.'*tiDj|fui-"*heil  of  all  her  birth- 
day!*. tle<"orat«*d  and  blu.'*hini;  like  a  bri«le.  and  yet  a.*  stalely  and  di>mitit-«i  a*  a 
matron,  •^wellin;;  with  pride  a.**  her  children  gather  arouu*!  her  with  the^ir  offer- 
ini;n.  She  recidvei  our  offerinj^".  .-he  receives  our  con^ratulatiou.-.  and  acknowl- 
eilife«»  the  compliment-  we  jiay  her  with  l»ecoming  grace  and  dignity.  Incrt^a-inar 
year?*,  a-  ha>  \yiH?n  a'au\  so  many  timc^.n  tonlay.  have  not  brought  to  her  decrepitude 
or  der-ay.  but  )M'renn'uil  youth  and  beauty  adorn  her  brow.  The  mother  of  a 
grand  array  of  towns  and  cities  which  have  sprung  up  along  this  l>eautiful  valley, 
-bf  is  yet  the  younge«»t  of  them  all  f  applause),  "the  fairest  of  her  «iaughter« 
sinn*  iMirii."  Coi/ld  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Boston  have  seen  her  to-<iav  in 
her  glory.  th«-y  would  have  l>een  ashanieil  of  that  l>etty  jealousy  ami  ri\alr>-  to 
prevent  her  iH'inir  a  j)ort  of  delivery  for  foreign  commerce.  But  tliey  tisrht 
against  the  sUirs.  and  their  discomfiture,  as  well  as  her  triumph,  is  cvrtain  in  tht- 
near  future.  This  si)ectacle  which  Me  have  witnessed  to-<lay  could  have  been 
witne.-sed  nowhere  else  but  in  this  country,  and  under  no  other  government  but 
our-;  for  nowhere  ehe  crould  those  elements  of  Mas.sachusetts' growth,  which 
made  her  succe>sful  as  the  founder  of  towns  and  of  Stales,  have  ha»l  free  sco|»i' 
and  dev(dopnient. 

I  should  havr  bren  glad,  Mr.  President,  to  have  spoken  of  the  ])lace  and 
function.-  of  th«*  I'nited  States  Seiuite  in  that  governmeut,  had  you  not  reniinde*! 
me  before  I  got  Up  that  there  would  not  Ik*  any  time  to  say  much  of  anythin*;  to 
you  on  tb<'  toast  to  which  1  was  called  to  speak.  But,  sir.  if  I  cannot  say  any- 
thing more,  there  is  some  satisfaction  in  saying  that  the  Unite<l  States  Senate 
needs   no  defence  or  encomiums  from  me.     It  was  placeil  in  the  Constitution  of 
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tilt*  United  SUiti's  to  protect  the  8muller  States  from  tlie  eiicroachnients  of  the 
larger  ones.  It  is  the  hulMark  of  the  smaller  St^ites  in  the  midst  of  those  greater 
and  more  numerous,  without  which  the  uncontrolled  memhers  would  suhmerge 
and  swallow  them  up;  and  so  imporUmt  its  provisions  of  equality  of  vote  among 
the  St4ites,  guaranteed  in  tlie  Senate,  a))peared  to  the  founders  of  our  institutions, 
that  they  so  huilt  it  into  the  (Constitution  that  it  cannot  he  taken  out  by  any 
amendment,  as  every  other  provision  of  that  Constitution  can  be.  Massachu- 
setts holds  the  guaranty  of  her  equality  in  the  Senate  by  title  absolutely  inde- 
structible as  long  as  the  government  endures.  It  can  bo  wrested  from  her  only 
by  revolution,  or  by  revolutionary  surrender.  In  that  body  Massachusetts  has 
had  in  the  past  representation  always  worthy  of  her  great  name,  and  the  high 
commission  with  which  she  has  intrusted  that  representation.  After  the  two 
great  names  of  Webster  and  Sumner,  the  illustrious  in  history,  the  old  county 
of  Hampshire  of  blessed  memory  — alas  that  it  was  ever  divided  I  —  stands  forth 
in  th(>  front  rank  with  the  names  she  has  furnished  to  that  representation. 
Caleb  Strong,  one  of  the  first  senators  for  Massacliusetts,  stern,  stubborn,  in- 
corruptible, and  patriotic;  Ashnmn,  a  name  illustrious  in  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress and  at  the  bar  of  the  Commonwealth:  Mills,  the  scholar,  the  statesman,  and 
orator  of  a  listening  and  charmed  Senate ;  Isaac  C-  Bates,  whose  voice  rang 
in  my  ear  like  a  silver  trumpet  the  first  time  when  a  boy  I  entered  the  court- 
house at  Northampton,  and  whose  mantle  is  now  worn  so  gracefully  and  so 
worthily  by  a  descendant  of  the  same  stock  in  your  neighboring  town.  These 
were  the  '*  liiver  (iods  "  of  their  day  (applause),  and  to  these  illustrious  names 
the  old  county  of  Hampshire  may  point  her  present  and  future  generations  for 
ensaniple  and  for  emulation. 

Railroad  CoinmissioiHM*  Kixslky  said  :  — 

Mr.  President  and  (hntlemen,  —  It  was  always  my  luck  when  a  boy  in  Spring- 
field to  be  put  at  the  tail-end  of  any  fun  that  was  going  on.  but  I  generally  got 
in.  .Vnd  now.  at  12.45  in  the  morning,  after  you  have  listened  to  the  elociuent 
speeches  that  have  been  made,  I  am  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words  for  the  '*  old 
boys  *'  of  Springfield. 

I  will  begin  where  my  friend  Mr.  Ames  Wells  left  off..  He  spoke  of  a 
worthy  gentleman,  Mr.  Elijah  Blake,  who  used  to  be  the  terror  of  the  boys. 
But  there  was  another  worthy  gentleman,  whom  I  remember  and  whom  you  all 
remember  verv  well,  Mr.  William  Hatfield,  who  was  a  constable  of  the  town,  an<l 
who  took  care  of  the  boys  that  sometimes  made  fun  at  Dr.  Osgooil's  church. 
I  remember  one  time  when  the  missionary  spirit  was  prevailing  in  Springfield, 
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and  every  one  was  Tery  inuch  interestetl  in  the  mission  of  Mr.  Armstrong  at  the 
Hawaiian  Islandi^.  that  everv  little  while  the  Sundav  sK'hool  made  contributionis 
for  his  and  other  missions.     But  Mr.  Armstrong's    mission  generally    brought 
more  of  our  pennies  than  any  other;  for  we  knew  Mr.  Armstrong,  and   he  some- 
times sent  curiosities  to   Springfield  to  be  shown  to  the  Sunday-school  schoUrs 
of  Mr.  George  Merriam.     I   now  recall  that  a  contribution  Mas  to   be  taken  up 
one   Sunday  afternoon  for  this  miission ;  and  the  Saturday  evening  before,  the 
boys  met,  as  was  their  habit,  in  front  of  a  well-known  store  which  di«l  consider- 
able trade  with  Mr.  \\.  M.  Cooley,  who  nude  soap  and  candles.     The  agreement 
with  the  firm  and  Mr.  Cooley  was,   that  they  should  take  their  pay  in    pennies 
for  clothing  bought  of   them ;   so  that  they  had  under  their  counter  a  large  dry- 
goo<ls  case  almost  filled  with  i)ennie8, —  old-fashioned  cents.    Tliis  evening  the  boys 
changed  their  ninepences  and  quarters  into  cents.     The  next  Sunday  afterni>on 
we  all  sat  in  the  old  square  pew.  in  the  corner  of  the  gallery,  and  in   <lue  time 
the  contribution  was  to  be  taken  up.     Mr.  Hatfield,  who  wore  an  old-fashionc*<i 
white  wool  hat,  one  of   the  kind  that  you  can  blow  upon  and   make   winrows. 
and  one  tliat   had  been  worn  long  enough  to  have   the  edges  a  little  bit   tender, 
began  to  take  up  the  contribution.     He  went  down  to  Charley  Childs's  pew.  which 
was  in  the  front  row,  and  took  his  contribution,  and  then  he  came  up  to  the  pew 
where  we  boys  were.   We  commenced  to  unload  our  i>ennie8  into  the  hat ,  chucked 
them  in  with  some  considerable  force,  and  after  the  contribution  from  this  pew 
had  been  taken  uj)  he  began  to  go  down  the  aisle  to  take  up  further  contributions. 
As  he  went  alon^  the  top  of  the  hat  opened  and   the  pennies  began  to  drop  out. 
Pretty  soon  the  hole  became  larger,  and  down  went  the  pennies  on  the  floor  with 
a  tremendous  crash.     Dr.  Osgood  spoke,  and  .'^aid  that  if  Mr.  Hatfield  would  wait 
there  where  he  was  then  standing  he  Mould  pronounce  the  benediction.      The 
benediction  Mas  pronounceil,  and  then  the  question  arose  among  the  boys  as  to 
hoM'  Me  were  to  get  out.     We  could  not  jump  out  of  the  Mindow.  and  M-e  w-jiiied 
and  Mailed  to  help  to  i>ick  up  the  j>ennies.    By  and  by  Me  made  a  dash  for  the  door. 
Mr.  Hatfield  was  ahead  of  us  on   one  side  of  the  door,  and  Mr.  Blake  on  the 
other ;  and  before  Me  could  pass  either  of  them  our  ears  got  a  fine  twisting.  an<i 
some  of  us.  after  M-e  arrivi^i  home.  Mished  that  our  trousers  had  been  reinforced. 
In  my  travels  around  the  Morld  I  often  go  back,  in  mind,  to  this,  the  most 
beautiful  city,   in  my  opinion,  that  there  is  anywhere.     There  is  no  city  that 
beji^ins  to  be  located  as  this  is,  on  this  beautiful  river,  and  so  diversified  as  it  is 
Mith  hill  and  valley.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  trees  are  greener  in   Springfield 
than  anvMliere  else. 

« 

But,  after  all,  the   great  glory  of  Spring:field  is  in  the  men  and  women  it  has 
produced.    Why,  just  think  of  it,  gentlemen  I    Go  back  fifty  years  and  look  for  a 
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moment  at  the  missionary  spirit  which  then  existed,  and  of  the  great  number  of 
missionaries  that  went  out  from  this  town.  At  this  moment  I  recall  the  names 
of  Van  Lennep,  Calhoun,  and  the  Blisses  (and  there  are  others  whose  names  do 
not  come  to  mind  now),  men  who  have  been  stationed  all  over  the  world,  and  who 
have  carried  good  living  and  pure  religion  wherever  they  have  been.  This,  in 
itself,  is  glory  enough  for  Springfield. 

Consider,  for  a  moment,  that  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  was  formed  here 
by  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Lee,  has  sent  out  three  bishops,  —  Bishop  Lee,  of  Iowa, 
Bishop  Littlejohn,  of  Long  Island,  and  Bishop  Burgess.  That,  in  itself,  is  glory 
enough  for  Springfield. 

I  recall,  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  the  name  of  a  quiet,  mmlest  man,  who, 
although  he  started  his  enterprise  in  another  place,  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
manufacture  of  india-rubber  to  a  high  state  of  perfection  in  a  shop  now  stand- 
ing on  Mill  river.  I  allude  to  Mr.  Charles  Goodyear,  whose  name  is  world- 
renowned.  I  remember  distinctly  a  little  incident  which  happened  during  his 
life  in  Springfield.  He  was  ver>'  poor,  and  one  day  was  arrested  for  the  non- 
payment of  a  debt.  He  was  put  in  the  jail  limits.  He  had  a  suit  of  clothes 
making  at  a  tailor-shop  in  Springfield,  and  on  Saturday  night,  when  the  clothes 
were  to  be  delivered,  one  of  the  firm  said  that  Mr.  Gootlyear  was  at  Sheriff 
Foster's.  But  he  said  to  the  trotter-boy  in  the  shop,  "  When  you  go  home,  take 
Mr.  Goodyear's  suit  of  clothes  to  lum,  and  tell  him  that  he  can  pay  for  them 
when  it  suits  his  convenience.'*  On  his  way  to  the  jail  the  boy  stopped  at  his 
home  for  supper.  A  barrel  of  fine  red  apples  had  been  delivered  that  afternoon 
at  the  boy's  house,  and  his  mother  requeste<l  him  to  unhead  it.  He  did  so,  and 
took  out  of  the  barrel  one  of  the  largest  apples  and  put  it  in  his  jacket-pocket. 
He  then  started  for  the  jail,  which  wiis  near  by,  to  deliver  the  clothes  to  Mr. 
(foodyear.  To  his  surprise  he  found  Mr.  Goodyear  reading  in  Sheriff  Foster's 
ofiice.  He  was  not  behind  the  bars,  but  was  only  in  the  jail  limits.  He  deliv- 
ered the  clothes  and  the  message  of  his  employer.  It  occurred  to  him  that, 
perhaps,  the  red  api)Ie  would  be  acceptable  to  Mr.  Goodyear.  He  took  the 
apple  out  of  his  pocket  and  handed  it  t<i  Mr.  Goodyear,  who  thanked  him  very 
kindly.  On  tlie  1st  of  January,  18.*>+,  this  young  man  was  in  Paris,  in  John 
Munroe's  office.  It  was  Sundav,  u  ftte  dav.  Lord  I*aImerston  and  other  notable 
Englishmen  were  tlien*  conferring  with  Napoleon  about  the  allied  army.  The 
young  man  went  into  Mr.  Munroe's  office  and  sat  down  to  read  some  letters  that 
had  been  recrive<l  there  for  him.  After  he  had  finished  reading,  he  looked  up 
and  saw  in  tlie  next  room  Mr.  Goody I'ar.  Soon  Mr.  Munroe  came  to  him  and 
said.  "Do  you  know  that  gentleman?"  ])ointing  to  Mr.  Goo<lyear.  He  replied 
that  he  did;  that  the  gentleman  was  Mr.  Charles  (Jooilyear.     Mr.  Munroe  then 
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said.  •*  lie  wishes  to  see  you/*  The  young  man  then  vent  to  Mr.  Guo<iyi-ar. 
who  looked  up  from  the  desk  at  which  he  was  writing,  and  said.  •  How  do  you 
do?  You  are  from  Springfiehl.  and  used  to  he  a  elerk  for  Pahner  &  Clark. 
Do  you  rememher  a  eert;iin  rcni  apple  which  was  given  tome  once?  **  The  youiii: 
man  replied  that  he  did,  and  that  he  was  very  gla«I  to  know  that  circumsiiinct's 
had  greatly  changed ;  and  also  that  he  had  notice<i  with  a  gr^at  deal  of  inten'>t 
what  had  heen  8ai<l  of  Mr.  Goodyear,  especially  in  reganl  to  india-ruhlK'r  pon- 
toons, which  he  was  then  making  for  the  French  government.  After  a  pleasant 
conversation,  Mr.  Goinlyear  asked  the  young  man  to  step  around  to  h:<  liottl  at 
12  o'clock.  The  young  man  did  so.  and  soon  he  was  invitetl  hy  Mr.  (io<Mly»ar 
to  drive  with  him  to  the  Bois  <le  Boulogne.  Th*»  eunK'ror.  one  other  di-^tiu- 
guished  party.  Mr.  GoiMlyear,  and  the  young  clerk  from  the  Springtit'M  tailor- 
shop  were  the  only  ones  that  drove  that  day  up  and  down  tlu*  avenue  In-hind 
four  horses.  Mr.  Goodyear  showed  this  young  man  great  attiiition  afterward<- 
and  they  were  constantly  talking  ahout  Springfield.  Why.  gentlemen,  the  fact 
that  Charles  Goodyear  carrie<l  to  such  great  i)erfection  his  india-rubber  inven- 
tions in  this  town  is  glory  enough  for  Springfield. 

In  mv  travels  over  the  ctuintrv  1  find,  all  the  wav  from  Halifax  to  San  Fran- 

•  •  • 

CISCO,  men  scattered  along  the  railway  lines  who  have  graduated  from  thi<  Bciton 
i  Albanv  Railroad.  And  it  is  onlv  a  few  davs  ago.  when  in  the  far  West.  1  met 
several  men  of  my  set.  an<l  every  one  of  them  said  something  about  this  beauti- 
ful old  town.  They  mentioned  the  names  of  friends  whom  they  knew  a**  boy>. 
and  after  whom  they  asked  with  nmst  affectionate  tendenu-ss.  1  should  do  tluin 
and  myself  injustice  if  I  were  to  sit  doMu  without  naming  one.  a  lady,  nu»i 
beautiful  in  apiH'arance,  most  dignified  in  her  bearing,  and  lovely  in  her  ehar- 
aeter.  wjjo  has  done  more  for  the  boys  of  Springfield  than  any  one  i)erson  that  I 
know  of.  She  i>  now  living  among  you,  and  I  mention  her  with  the  irreate>t 
veneration  and  resiK'ct.  Mi<s  ^largaret  Bliss.  I  also  wish  to  mention  thn-e  mt-n 
<  there  are  other",  but  these  three  names  come  to  mv  mind  at  thi>  moment  •.  from 
wlunn  nio>t  of  tlie  boy>  have  receivwl  kind  words  of  encouragement  >onie  tinu- 
in  tijeir  lives,  wliich  they  would  never  have  luid  if  it  had  not  been  for  the>*r 
three  gentlemen  now  living  among  you.  and  after  whom  the  boys  always  inquire- 
when  I  meet  tluin  in  my  travels  through  the  country.  I  allude  to  Mr.  Homer 
Foot.  .Tutlge  Henry  Morris,  and  Mr.  Henry  Fuller,  Jr.  And  all  I  desire  is.  that 
tlu'  men  of  to-day  will  «'ontinue  and  carry  out  the  enterprise  and  high  i)rinciple'^ 
practised  by  tlie  nu*n  of  noble  character  of  the  last  fifty  years. 

Speeches  weiv  aUoiiiade  hy  the  Rev.  John  C'ucksou,  of  SpiingticUl, 
ami    Uev.    Mr.    IliiitUny:,  of   Longineadow.     Many  letters   of   resrret 
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were  received,  including  a  cordial  one  from  the  venerable  (reorge 
Bancroft.  Gen.  W.  H.  L.  Barnes,  of  San  Francisco,  took  occasion 
in  his  letter  of  regret  to  recall  at  length  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood. 

Thus  closed  the  most  interesting  banquet  given  at  Springfield  in 
this  generation. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

May  20,  1886. 

The  Second  Daj'  of  the  Celebration.  —  The  Children's  Concert.  —  The  Procession. — 
Distinjiruished  (iuests.  —  Historical  Hcpreacntation.  —  The  Veterans  in  Line.  —  The 
Trades.  —  The  Grand  Ball  at  the  City  Hall,  which  closed  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Great 
Celebration  of  May  2.V2r>,  1S8<). 

The  first  feature  of  the  secoml  and  closing  day  of  the  cvK^bratiou 
was  the  chil(hvii*s  concert  in  Court  s<iuare.  Raised  seats  to  aci-om- 
inoilate  nearly  two  thousand  were  put  up  in  front  of  Odd  Fellows 
hall.  The  s(iuare  was  full  of  interested  people,  and  the  children  of 
all  the  pulilie  schools,  under  the  skilful  direction  of  Prof.  F.  Zucht- 
inann,  gave  a  channing  enteitainment.  Military  bands  played  before 
the  children  began.  "The  Puritan  March,"  com|X)sed  for  tlie  occa- 
sion by  Prof.  Eilwanl  H.  Phelps,  was  rendered  by  Gartland's  Band, 
and  was  received  with  great  favor.  The  children  began  their  concert 
with  the  "'  Pioneer  Hymn,"  beginning  — 

Send  forth  a  shout  of  holy  joy  I 

The  words  were  written  by  a  citizen  of  Springfield  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  were  set  to  music  by  Professor  l*helps.  Many  patriotic- 
choruses  followed,  and  were  warmly  received.  The  bands  concluded 
the  concert. 

Ihit  the  event  of  the  day,  and,  to  many,  of  the  week  itself,  was 
the  procession  which  formed  at  1  P.M.,  the  first  division  being 
stationed  on  North  Main  street,  and  the  others  fonning  wihju  the 
various  side  streets,  and  falling  into  line  as  the  column  passcxl  down 
Main  street.     The  order  of  march  was  as  follows  :  — 
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Two  Mounted  Police. 

Platoon  of  Police  under  command  of  Capt.  Kdward  H.  Boecklin. 

Chief  Marshal,  William  Pynchon;  Major  Samuel  B.   Spooner,   Chief-of-staff : 

Charles  W.  Mut<?ll,  Adjutant,  and  aids. 

FIRST    DIVISION. 

Assistant  Marslml,  Col.  Homer  G.  Oilmore,  and  aids. 
American  Band  of  Providence,  R.I.,  twenty-five  men,  1).  W.  Keeves, 

Leader. 
First    Regiment    Drum,   Fife,  and    Bugle  Corps  of    Boston,  twenty-five    men, 

James  F.  Clark,  Drum-major. 

Co.  B,  Second  Regiment  M.V.M.,  of  Springfield. 

Co.  G,  Second  Regiment  M.V.M.,  of  Springfield. 

Co.  D,  Second  Regiment  M.V.M.,  of  Holyoke. 

Battery  from  United  States  .Vrmorv. 

Invited  guests  in  carriages,  as  follows  :  — 

Governor  Robinson,  Mayor  Metcalf,  and  Adjutant-General  Samuel  Dalton,  of 
Salem;  Gen.  E.  P.  Xettleton,  of  Boston,  and  Colonels  II.  S.  Boynton,  of  Boston, 
J.  J.  Whipple,  of  Brockton,  and  T.  E.  Currier,  of  Maiden,  of  the  Governor's  staff ; 
Colonels  Myron  P.  Walker,  of  Belchertown,  and  fi.  Stearns,  of  Maiden;  Lieut.- 
govemor  Oliver  Ames,  and  Councillor  Jonatlian  Bourne,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Coun- 
cillors L.  J.  Powers,  Warren  E.  Locke,  of  Norwood,  Frank  D.  Allen,  of  Lynn,  and 
J.  H.  Butler,  of  Somerville;  Executive  Clerk  Edward  F.  Hamlin,  of  Newton,  and 
Councillors  L.  J.  Logan,  of  Boston,  A.  B.  Coffin,  of  Winchester,  and  Henry  C. 
Greeley,  of  Clinton ;  Secretary  of  State  H.  B.  Pierce,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  R. 
Pynchon,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Wellington  Smith,  of  Lee,  and  Edward  H.  La- 
throp;  William  F.  Edwards,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  George  Bliss,  of  New  York,  and 
Hon.  J.  L.  Houston,  of  Enfield,  Conn. :  Mayor  Bulkeley,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
R.  F.  Hawkins,  and  F.  A.  Judd;  D.  J.  Marsh,  and  Generals  Stephen  Smith, 
Barton,  and  Goodricli ;  Colonels  Blakeslee,  Hyde,  and  Mowry,  of  the  staflf  of 
the  Governor  of  Connecticut;  Mayor  Benjamin  E.  Cook.  Jr.,  of  Northampton, 
Edwin  Hodges,  of  Westfield  ;  John  C.  Porter,  of  Longmeadow,  and  E.  K. 
Bodurtha,  of  Agawani ;  A.  F.  Allen,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  E.  A.  Russell,  of  Suf- 
field.  Conn.,  1*.  P.  Potter,  of  Wilbraham,  and  Decius  Beebe,  of  Hampden, — 
the  last  seven  chairmen  of  the  selectmen  of  the  towns  that  were  part  of  the  old 
plantation;  Sheriff  H.  Q.  Sanderson  an<l  the  County  Commissioners,  Leonard 
Clark,  Lewis  lioot,  of  Westfield,  and  Henry  A.  Chase,  of  Holyoke;  Aldermen 
Beach,  Bidwell,  Holbrook,  and  Tai)ley :   .Vldermen  Wesson.  Miller,  and  Pinney, 
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ami  I*re8i<lent  of  tho  Coiniiion  Council  Loii^:  Couneilnifn  Mayo,  Stewart.  Cluue. 
Howiiian,  Bill,  Lyfonl.  Brjulfonl,  Cullender,  Dickinson,  Fisk,  Hall,  Mar^erum. 
Frink.  and  Smith,  and  Clerk  E.  A.  Newell. 

SECOND    DIVISION. 

Assistant  Marshal.  Capt.   Peter  S.  Bailey,  and  aids,  C.  L.  Chapin,  and 

J.  R.  Wells. 
Historical  display  of  Periods  from  UHM>  to  l<S«jU:  — 

H»(H). 

Representeil  by  Indians  led  by  a  sachem,  and  followetl  by  squaws,  children,  and 
j)appooses.  M'Venty-three  in  all,  represente«l  by  the  Ousamequin  Tribe 

of  the  Improved  Order  of    Ued  Men. 

H58.5-17:5,'). 
1st.     \  iJand  of  l*uritan>. 
2d.       Float  sliowinjj  the  purchase  of  Sprinjffitd<l  lands  by  William  Pynchou  from 

tlie  Indians. 
8<1.       Model  of  the  first  liouse  built  in  Sprinjjficld  (half  size). 
4th.      Model  of  the  old  Indian  Fort. 
r»th.     The  burning  of  Springfield  in  Uuo. 
f>th.     Tin*  first  churcli  built  in  Springfield  in  1<>45.  and  church  congregation. 

17155— iSo.*!. 

Weetl's  Hand  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  twenlv-one  men. 
1st.     (Governor's  Foot  (iuards.  of  Hartford,  representing  British  sohliers  in  the 

Kevolutionary  War. 
2d.      Representation  of  the  Frencli  and  Indian  War,  by  members  of  the  St.  .lean 

Hai)tiste  Soi'iety  of  Springfield.     Twelve  mounted  Indians,  thirty  French 

soldiers  in  uniform. 
3d.      Uniformed  Companv,  representing  Continentiil  sohliers. 
4th.     Visit  of  (ieneral  Washington  to  Springfiehl,  1789. 
5th.      Declaration  of  Independence. 

<)th.     Three  Doctors  of  the  last  century  in  gigs  and  on  horseback. 
7th.     A  Wedding  Partv  of  six  on  horsebjick. 

Htli.     F<mr  Coui»les  representing  costumes  of  the  people,  in  chaises. 
9th.     First  Governor  of  -Massachusetts  after  the  Declaration  of  Indejiendence. 
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1835-1860. 
Ist.     Ancient  Sta^-coach. 
2tl.      Steamboat  '*  Agawani." 
d<l.      First  Railway  Train  on  Boston  &  Albanv  Railroad. 

THIRD    DIVISION. 

Assistant  Marshal,   Aimer    P.    Leshure,  and  Aids,  W.  A.  Withey  and   H.  W. 

Keves. 
Thompsonville  Drum  Corps. 
Ancient  Fire-warden,  with  staff  of  office  made  for  the  town  of  Springfield.  1794, 

represented  by  G.  H.  Turner. 
Old  Firemen,  repro8ente<l  by  Geo.  Grouse. 
Ten  men  in  costume  of  1770. 
(.)ld  Iland-enjrine  **  Torrent,"  of  Norwich  Town,  Conn.,  110  years  old.  drawn  h\ 

one  horse,  driven  by  Joseph  Champ. 
An  An(*ient  Tub,  on  two  wheels,  with  pumps  and  bars,  for  four  men  to  o|)erate 

it,  drawn  by  one  horse,  driven  by  John  Clark. 
Old  Hand-engine  *'  Invincible,*'  from  Thompsonville,  built  in  1820,  drawn  by 

two  horses,  with  a  company  of  nineteen  men.    R.  B.  Wilson,  secretary-. 
Hand-engrine  from  New  Haven,  built  1825,  and  drawn  by  two  horses,  attendetl  by 

a  company  of  eight  men.     Geo.  Chamberlain,  foreman. 
Ohl  Ocean  Enj:fine,  No.  4,  in  use  from   1844  to  185(>,  drawn  by  two  horses,  and 

attended  by  a  company  of  eight  men.     Foreman,  J.  McQuire. 

Old  Hand-engine  **  Torrent,"  of  Chicopee  Falls,  in  use  since  1850,  attended  by 

sixty  men  of  that  department.     Commanded  by  O.  K.  Batchelder, 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Chicopee  Falls  Fire  Department, 

with  his  assistant  chief,  W.  H.  C)sgood. 

Steam  Fire-engine  "  Henry  Gray."  owneii  by  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 

built  in  18(>2. 

Steam  Fire-engine  from  Chicopee  Dei)artment,  built  in  1872,  drawn  by  two  horses, 

with  a  company  of  twelve  men.     Foreman,  W.  H.   Lees :  assistant 

foreman,  Gabriel  Burn.     The  whole  under  the  command  of 

Chief  Engineer  Hosley,  of  Chicopee. 

Fire  Extinguisher,   from  Westfield,  built  in   1872,  and  drawn  by  two  horses. 

attended  bv  ten  men,  under  command  of  George  Simpson,  foreman, 

and  Charles  Allen,  assistant  foreman. 

The  company  and  the  apparatus  in  the  regular  service  of  tin*  Westfield  Fire 

Department. 
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Hand-host'  Company  from  "West  Springfield,  organized  1885,  twenty  men. 
Four-wheeled  llose-carriage.     Foreman,  Frank  Matthews;  all  under  command 
of  John  Emerson,  Assistant  Chief  Engineer  West  Springfield  Fire 

Department. 

Tenth  Regiment  Band,  of  Alhany,  N.Y. 

First  Assistant  Engineer,  J.  A.  Stevens,  Third  Assistant  Engineer,  J.  H.  Gould, 

Springfield  Fire  Department,  one  hundred  and  forty  men. 

Engine  Company  No.  1,  "Wm.  Heffner,  foreman;  J.  L.  Strong,  assistant. 

Engine  Company  No.  2,  W.  J.  Lunden,  foreman;  B.  J.  "Williams,  assistant. 

Hose  Company  No.  3,  F.  E.  Knight,  foreman ;  Geo.  Williard,  assistant. 
Engine  Company  No.  4,  F.  L.  Southmayd,  foreman;  Wm.  Dagget,  assistant. 

Hose  Company  No.  5,  J.  H.  Lossee,  foreman;  C.  Trim,  assistant. 

Hose  Company  No.  (^,  Geo.  Harrington,  foreman;  E.  J.  Flaunery,  assistant. 

Hose  Company  No.  7,  J.  H.  McCleary,  foreman;  E.  M.  Holcomh,  assistant. 

Hook-and-Ladder  Company,   F.   L.   Howard,  foreman;  A.   J.  Trask,  assistant. 

Chief  Engineer's  Wagon. 

Water-spout  Engine. 
Four-wheel  Hose-carriage. 
Engine  No.  1. 
Two-wheel  Hose-cart. 

Engine  No.  2. 
Two-wheel  Hose-cart. 

Engine  No.  4. 
Two-wheel  Hose-cart. 

Engine  No.  5. 

Two-wheel  Hose-cart. 

Hose  No.  3,  four-wheel  Wagon. 

Hose  No.  C,  two-wheel  Cart. 

Hose  No.  7,  four-wheel  Wagon. 

Hook-and-Ladder  Truck  No.  1. 

Hook-and-Ladder  Truck  No.  2. 

Supi)ly  Wagon  No.  1. 

Supply  Wagon  No.  2. 

ForRTH    DIVISION. 

Assistant  .Marshal.  Col.  E.  P.  Clark,  of  Holyoke,  and  aids,  C  B.  Ladd, 

M.  E.  Streeter,  and  N.  E.  Remington. 
Moodus  (Ct.)  Drum  Corps. 
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AVilcox  Arineil  Battalion,  as  follows  :  — 

Major  K.  F.  (.'ro>s,  QuartennastiT  C  K.  Kapliiijrer.  Cap!.  S.  B.  Parker,  Capt. 
F.  ('.  Cook.  Capt.  James  Sheaii,  Serjfeant  S.  F.  Burliiigame,  Sergeant  A.  P. 
A(laiii8.  Sor};:eant  William  Buchanan.  Adjutant  N.  £.  Abbott,  Sergeant  D.  W. 
Ware.  Lieuts.  (rc>o.  Sniitb.  A.  J.  Chapin.  Chas.  II.  EmenK)n:  Color  Sergeants 
C.  W.  (iecklcr  and  J.  M.  Glover:  Markers.  Sergeants  H.  S.  Cullums  and  H. 
L.  Brown,  Sergeant-Major  G.  I).  Shaw.  Bugler,  Charles  Kaplinger. 

Privates:  C.  A.  Bartholomew.  A.  N.  Johnson,  J.  A.  A.  Packard,  M.  Harri- 
gan.  \.  N.  Sollace,  J.  II.  Brines,  (.'.  N.  Wo«h1.  J.  Jefferson,  E.  M.  Sawtelle.  A. 
B.  Wood,  A.  Sabin,  C;.  M.  Taylor.  John  Sullivan,  H.  S.  Phelps.  F.  L.  Perr}. 
(1.  II.  Thomas,  Wm.  Tattan.  C.  W.  Garrett,  James  Kenna.  C.  R.  Matthews. 
Win.  Thompson.  G.  W.  Betterly,  X.  W.  Storrs,  Nelson  Perry,  D.  Goodson.  E. 
Kunle.  Geo.  W.  Cooley.  H.  M.  Cooley,  L.  Harris,  P.  H.  Elwell.  L.  P.  Strong, 
N.  K.  Hall.  F.  W.  Stacy.  Eli  I^pan,  J.  L.  Gaboury,  Wm.  C  Goodrich,  W.  D. 
Phelps.  Alex  Smith.  Julian  Pomroy,  Francis  A.  Taylor,  Wm.  G.  Pond,  H.  N". 
Kellogg.  Peter  King,  E.  Warhnrton,  James  Anderson.  C.  C  Hastings,  C.  B. 
Blair,  Geo.  L.  Warriner.  Joseph  Ltmibra,  E.  Wood.  Louis  Ashey,  Wm.  Hensley. 
John  J.  Walsh,  J.  C.  Coonev.  James  Conwav. 

E.  K.  Wilcox  Post  H; :  —J.  H.  Hendrick,  P.O. :  W.  S.  Shurtleflf.  S.V. ;  S.  B.  Par- 
ker. J.V.  :  C.  H.  Bust.  A«ljutant;  I).  W.  Ware,  Q.M. :  W.  I.  Lyman.  Chaplain: 
J.  A.  Mc(;inley,  O.l).  :  A.  W.  Cushing,  O.G. ;  F.  I.  Rollins.  S.  >tajor: 
Nathaniel  Smith.  C.  II.  Allison.  A.  H.  Smith.  J.  S.  Pierpont,  Wm.  Fogerty.  C. 
1).  Holhrook.  A.  H.  Ward,  E.  C.  Wilson.  L.  P.  Strong.  E.  B.  Lovering,  C.  H. 
Kniglit,  Janiex  Murphy.  A.  E.  Ttnld.  J.  M.  Kelley.  S.  L.  Hines,  H.  F.  Fisk. 
E.  1).  King.  Peter  Shaiiley.  W.  P.  French,  Frank  Bordo.  R.  W.  MilUrd,  Daniel 
White.  Levi  B.  Coe.  Thomas  Parker,  M.  J.  Lynch,  A.  I).  King,  Jared  Wheeler. 
K.  M.  Morse.  John  McCutcheon.  John  P.  Hawkins,  Benj.  Kiueston,  H.  C.  Por- 
ter. J.  F.  Boss.  W.  N.  Elmer,  fJeo.  W.  Tui»per.  H.  A.  Searle,  Wm.  LaFontaine. 
Edward  Morrill.  L.  Woo«l.  (i.  H.  Nicholas,  Justin  Rogers,  C.  H.  Hood,  N.  S. 
Smith,  (i.  W.  Gardner,  (i.  Wooilsworth,  John  Fremenwiler.  E.  L.  Coville,  L. 
I).  Trask.  Wni.  Dugan.  G.  C.  Lougee,  Wm.  McGarrett,  J.  C.  Condon,  yi. 
Dooley.  A.  C.  Gove.  E.  E.  Fisher.  H.  (ialhii),  A.  J.  Kay,  G.  M.  Stowell,  G. 
Barnum.  Sinuju  Katz.  (i.  W.  Clark,  J.  W.  Clark.  J.  P.  Coburn.  D.  T.  Perkins. 
W.  B.  Watt>,  H.  N.  King.  W.  11.  Duncan.  I).  W.  Frost,  H.  L.  Malory.  Adi:i 
Alden,  F.  A.  Moody,  W.  C.  Eaton,  J.  E.  Stewart.  M.  Gleason,  D.  X.  Haskill. 
I),  (i.  Ilosnier,  F.  St.  Johns,  W.  L.  Parkhurst,  W.  11.  Combs,  Geo.  A.  Hill. 
S.  B.  Sp(>t>ner.  E.  M.  Tinkham.  J.  Stevens,  A.  H.  Sanderson,  M.  H.  Mclntire. 
.\.  E.  Allen.   II.  W.    Burke.  Isaac  W.   Coomes.  .\.  Houcton.  T.   Tirnine.   C.  E. 
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Iserman,  W.  G.  Iddings,  R.  L.  Ferris,  F.  A.  Thyne,  J.  Churchill,  W.  D.  Austin, 
A.  K.  Mathews,  B.  C.  Davis.  John  Griffin,  Charles  Trim,  W.  H.  Strong.  J.  B. 
Hosmer,  Alonzo  Sabin,  A.  P.  Wade,  W.  J.  Langilon. 

Other  Post,    and  old  Soldiers  :  —  C.  H.   Grant,*  Dennis  Towne,  H.    M.   'B\i<^ . 
Wm.  Potter,    Edgur  K.   Sellew,    Lambert  W.  Cady,  E.  N.  Hai^kell. 

Wilcox   Post:  —  Federick    Gallup,    Austin  C.    Gove,   Arthur  D.    King,    John 
McCutcheon,  Ransom  M.  Morse,  Edward  Morrill,  Lorin  Wood,  Edward  Stewart. 

Otis  Chapman  Post  No.  103.  G.A.R.,  of  Chicopee. 
Lyon  Post,  No.  41,  of  Westfield,  Mass.  :  —  George  XL  Prescott,  Commander: 
C.  A.  Hedges,  Judson  Lee,  Theodore  Manee,  Wm.  Pohlor.  Joseph  Halliday. 
Leroy  Bosworth.  George  Boweu,  L.  F.  Carter,  W.  C.  Clark,  IL  IL  Copley. 
Elbert  Gillett,  E.  R.  Lay,  David  Maxwell,  George  Maxwell,  Chas.  O.  Kingsley. 
Isaac  Nash,  A.  11.  Stebbins,  C.  A.  Newell,  A.  W.  Furrows,  W.  11.  Furrows. 
Adam  Swan,  IL  B.  Graves,  James  Root.  Cyrus  Wells,  John  IL  Miller,  Cha». 
Liswell,  A.  E.  Humiston,  Chas.  Lambson,  John  Gorham,  Horace  Williams. 
E,  J.  Burt,  R.  J.  Smith,  A.  E.  Brooks,  Edmund  Noble,  J.  W.  Gibbs.  Buel 
Burt,  David  Keefe,  Linus    Burt,  W.    E.   Walton. 

Kilpatrick  Post,  No.   71,  of  Holyoke :  —  W.  H.   Abbot,  Commander;  A.   M. 
Cain,  S.V.C. ;  J.  J.  Callanan,  J.V.C. ;  W.  I.  Turner,  O.D. ;  D.  E.  Butler,  G.  E. 
Marsh,  S.  E.  Giflfonl,  A.  N.  Ricker,  A.  P.  Ricker,  A.    P.  Lewis,   Fred  Batch- 
elder,   C.   Sanborn,  Fre<l    Westphael,  P.    A.   Streeter,  Geo.    S.   Avery,  G.    W. 
Thomas,    D.   W.   Young,   David  Binns,   C.    Batchelder,   Albert  Loring,   H.    A. 
Deane,  Chas,  S.  Knapp,  S.  Smith,  Chas.  P.  Lyman,  T.  Shine,  G.  Brown.  Wm. 
Keyes,  Jas.   H.   Howes,  J.    A.   Clevelaml,  J.   F.   Canavan,    Emil  Ushman.   B. 
Harobine,  D.  O.  Judd,  Leander  Pelot,  Peter  J.  Donnelly,  Dan  Palmer. 
L.  A.  Tifft  Camp  No.  11,  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  Springfield. 
Disjday  representing  A.D.  1035. 
1st.     A  car  carrying  fifty  young  girls,  preceded  by  twenty-four  boys  on  foot,  and 
followed  by  a  like  number;  the  boys  carrying  banners  inscrilK*d  with 
prophecies  and  mottoes  suited  to  the  occasion,  representing  the  Spring- 
field that  is  to  be. 
2«1.      A  car  carrying  boys  and  girls,  representing  the  Mayor  and   Aldermen  of 

fiftv  vears  hence  in  session. 
3d.       A  car  carrying  boys  and    girls,  illustrating  the  unification  of  nationalities 
under  the  stars  and  stripes. 
Representation  of  the  towns  comprising  the  old  Springfield  plantation. 


SPRINGFIELD,    1G30-1SS0.  625 


FIFTH    DIVISION. 

A88istant  Marshal,  Major  Zeiias  C.  HiMinie,  aiul  aids. 
.M  FitchburK  Baml,  twenty-five  men,  G.  A.  Patz,  Lea<ler. 

Thinl  Keginient  Patriarelis  Militant,  I.O.O.F.,  Col.  Eujrene  F.  Cross,  Com- 
manding. 
Grand  Canton  Springfield,  No.  10,  of  Springfield. 
Canton  Meadow  City,  No.  21),  of  Northampton. 
Canton  Colfax,  No.  28,  of  North  Adams. 
Canton  Tabor,  No.  20,  of  Shelburne  Falls. 

Band. 
Canton  Capital  City,  No.  1,  (if  Hartfonl,  Conn. 

Band. 
J  Canton  Kxcelsior,  No    11.  of  Middletown,  Coim. 

J  Cathedral  Cadets,  of  Springfiehl. 

St.  James  Cablets,  of  Springfield. 

St.  Jerome  Cjylets,  of  Ilolyoke. 

Thompsonvillc  Drum  Band. 

Conelave  No.  i;J,  Knights  of  Sherw^ood  Forest,  Westfield. 

Conclave  ^o.  20,  Knights  of  Sherwood  Forest,  Holyoke. 

SIXTH     DIVISION. 

Assistant  Marshal,  Charles  D.  Hood,  and  aids. 

I^ittK'*s  Banil,  of  Springfield,  twenty-five  men,   E.  II.  Little,  Leader. 

Springfield  Schuetzen  Gessellshaft,  of  Springfield. 

X  ear  rejireseiiting  Art. 

Springfield  Turn  Verein,  of  Springfield. 

Germania  Lodgr,  No.  .*IH0,  I),  of  II.,  of  Springfield,  and  visiting  (Germans. 

Daughters  of  Cyrus,  of  Springfitdd. 
Drum    Band,  and  St.    .h'aii   Baptiste  Society,  of  Indian  Orchard,  and  all  other 

Cnuniformed  Orders. 

SEVENTH    DIVISION. 

Assistant  Marshal.  Lieut.  (lideon  Wells,  and  aids. 

Chicopee  Falls  Baud. 

Association  of  Butchers,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  men  in  uniform. 

Tratles  Wagons  and  Exiiibits  :  —  Smith,  Adams,  &  Houghton.  Downing.  Sturtc- 

vant,   &  Co.,  A.  C-.  Creighton,  M.    F.    Hawkins,  Kalmbach  <&  (ireisel,  Ham]Nlcn 
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Wntch  Conipuiiy.  C.  II.  Ih'iinrtl  &  Co..  of  Sprinfcfl^lil ;  Lamb  Kniltlni;  Machinr 
Compunv,  uf  L'hicuivv  FbIIj;  G.  W.  Hall,  Bigelow.  Mure.  &,  Mar»ton.  of  Spring- 


li.M;  H.  S.  Martin  4  Co.,  of  Lhicopee,  Mats,  j  Hartfunl  rarpi't  Conipanr.  of 
Tlioiiii>-«iivillp.  Conn. ;  S|jrin!rfielit  filuc  and  Enwry  Wlnel  Company.  An»-ri.-an 
K\|iri-ss  Company.  Mill  Itivi-r  Cnr]R'l-C leaning  Company,  Geo.  \.  Hill.  .T.  H. 
Kut'iTt.  U.  1..  IlraBg  &  Co.,  Bt-klier  i  Taylor  Agricultural  Tool  Com|«uiy.  of 
Spriiiglii-lil. 
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EIGHTH    DIVISION. 

A88istant  MarMhal.  Noyes  W.  Fisk,  and  aids. 
.Trades  Wagons  :  —  M.  J.  I).  Hutchins,  S.  Levison,  E.  M.  Lyman,  Homer  Foot 
&  Co.,  Lyman  Griswold,  B.  Frank  Steele,  A.  F.  Xiles  &  Son,  Tinkham  &  Hogers, 
H.  L.  Niles  &,  Co.,  Sanderson  &  Son,  Max  Lutz.  Ilaynes  &  Co.,  J.  S.  Carr  & 
Co.,  Mcintosh  &  Co.,  of  Springfield;  W.  C.  Wedge,  of  Chicopee,  Ma^s. :  Adams 
&  Thomas,  Caldwood  &  Burns,  Springfield  Foundry  Company,  of  Springfield ; 
W.  W.  Coomes,  of  Longmeadow,  Mass. ;  Chas.  C.  Ahhy,  of  Chicopee ;  D.  B. 
Montague,  Commerford  &  Daly,  M.  H.  Hayden,  I.  P.  Dickinson,  C.  Herbert 
Morton,  C.  H.  Ilaynes,  E.  ().  ('lark  &  Co.,  Dearden  &  Noble,  of  Springfield. 

NINTH    DIVISION. 

Assistant  Marshal.  B.  Frank  Steele,  and  aids. 
Colt's  Band,  of  Hartford,  twenty  men. 
Stone-cutters'  Union,  forty  men. 
Trades  Wagons:  —  ('arlisle    Stone  Company,  Milton    Bradley  &  Co.,  West, 
Stone,  &  Co.,  Meekins  &  Packard,  W.  H.  Smith,  of  Springfield;  Dwight  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  Chicopee,  Mass.;  (^hicopee  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass;  .las.   E.  Whittaker  &  Co.,  D.   II.  Briglmm  &  Co.,  P. 
J.  O'Connell  &  Son,  W.   L.  Quinnell,  Cutter  &   Porter,  Metcalf  &  Luther,  A. 
O.  Brooks,  C.  P.  Alexander,   I).    .1.   Marsh  &  Son.  Foster  &    Streeter,  C.    M. 
Hihbard,  (ieo.  \.  (iraves  &  Son,  (i.  S.  Barry'  E.  Dooley,  Troy  Steam  Laundry, 
Morgan  Envelope  Company,  Smith  &  Murray,  of  Springfield;  Fenton  &  Dunn, 
of  Ilolyoke,  Mass.;    W.   II.   Pinney  &  Co.,  C.  C.   Pease,  S.  E.   Gowiyear,   H. 
Porter  ([Company,  John  Hamilton.  Fleischman  &  Co.,  of  Springfield. 

TENTH  DIVISION. 

.Assistant  Marshal,  T.  O.  Bemis.  and  aids. 
Tra<les  Wagons:  —  Forlus  &  Wallace,  Vienna  Pressed  Yeast  Company,  Fisk 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Springfield ;  T.  J.  Flannagan,  of  Ilolyoke.  Mass.; 
L.  E.  Pease,  of  Springfield;  John  C.  Schmidt  &  Son,  of  Westfield,  Mass. ;  Blair 
Manufacturing  Company,  Great  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tea  Company,  of  Siiringfield  : 
Spencer  Fire  Arms  Company,  of  Winsor;  \V.  O.  Collins.  Si>ringfield  Coal  «& 
Wood  Company,  Springfield  (Cooperative  Milk  Association,  C.  A  Wright.  J.  M. 
Cowan,  of  Springfield;  L.  B.  White  v't  A.  H.  Ryan,  Edward  Connolly,  of  Ilol- 
yoke. .Mas«<.  ;  John  Walsli,  of  Springfield. 
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The  route  <>f  tlie  procession  was  from  Kniery  street  down  Main  to 
IxK'Ust.  through  Mill,  Pine,  Walnut.  Oak.  State,  to  Maiu^  up  Main  ic* 
Carew,  tiience  countennarehing  to  State  street,  giving  the  <iovemor 
and  guests  an  opiK>rtunity  to  review  the  procession. 

The  day  closed  with  an  oi)en-air  concert  on  Court  s<.|u:ire  in  the 
evening  and  a  preliminary  concert  at  the  City  Hall,  before  the  1«11, 
which  closed  in  a  brilliant  manner  the  stated  prograuinie  of  festivities 
of  the  quarter-millennial  celebration  of  1880.  The  ball  cominitttf 
were  Messrs.  Elisha  Morgan,  F.  D.  Foot,  Kdwanl  Pynehon,  George 
A.  Morton  and  F.  C.  Washburn.  The  reception  committee  wt-nr 
Messrs.  H.  M.  Phillips,  F.  II.  Lathrop,  H.  S.  Lee,  S.  C  AVarriner. 
and  F.  A.  .Judd.  The  floor-director  w:u>  George  A.  Morton,  who  wa^ 
assisted  by  Dr.  T.  F.  Breck,  F.  H.  (iillette,  George  D.  I^*att,  James 
11.  Pvnchon,  H.  F.  Hawkins,  .1.  1).  Saflford,  N.  C.  Newell,  (ieonir 
M.  Castle,  W.  P.  Alexander,  L.  C,  Hyde,  Harry  G.  Chapin,  W.  M. 
Wilianl,  Charles  A.  Nichols,  Dr.  G.  C.  McClean,  Charles  H.  South- 
worth,  and  (ieorge  R.  Bond.  The  ushers  were  Frederick  Harris, 
Henry  S.  Dickinson,  John  P.  Hanling,  and  Robert  W.  Day. 
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field, ()0.  See  also  Sj>ringficld. 
Agawams,  The    [Indians],    148,    1.^5, 

160,  102. 
Agreement,  or  covenant,   of  first  set- 
tlers. 10,  570. 
Alexander,  Henry,  Jr.,  520,  522-524, 

534. 
Allen,  John,  45. 

"      Kebecca,  140. 
Alvord,  Mrs.  Noali,  222. 
Aniadon,  Titus,  457. 
American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  495. 
American  Institute  of  Instruction,  495. 
Ames,  David,  35<;.  476. 

*      N.  P.,  475. 
Andros,  Sir  Edmund,  190,  195. 
Anniversary  ode,  584-589. 
Anti-slavery  agitation,  U2,  462,  471. 
Appleton,  Samuel.  158,  160,  166,  169- 

171. 
Ashley.  John,  261,  327. 


Ashley,  Jonathan,  187. 

Joseph,  176,  187.      [2d],   222, 

238,  251,  254. 
Robert,  45,  47,  53,  67,  69,  70, 
77,   96,   97,    110,    125-127, 
130,   134,  187. 
Timothy,  346. 
Ashmun,  George,  399,  413,  416,  424, 
439.  441.  453,  456-468,  461,   481, 
517-519. 

Babcock,  Flisha.  344. 

Samuel,  347. 
Baker,  Mrs.  John,  139. 
Baldwin,  Kev.  Mr.,  266. 
Ball,  Francis,  77-79,  96-98. 

*'     Francis,  Jr.,  262. 

'♦     Jonathan,  197. 

**     Samuel,  142. 
Ball,  Anniversary,  628. 
Bancroft,  George,  434,  437,  438,  615. 
Bangs,  Allen,  395,  396,  457. 
Banquet,  Anniversary,  590. 
Barber,  John,  143,  187,  197. 

**         John,  Jr.,  187. 
Barnard,  Goody,  139. 
Barnes.  Gen.  James.  529.  532.  616. 
Bartlett,  Hannah,  222. 

**       Jonathan,  and  wife.  222. 
"Bay  path,"  3,  99,571. 
Beach,  Erasmus  I).,  464,  498.  619. 
Bedortha,  Blanche,  102. 
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Be«loitha,  Joseph.  180.  H»7. 

Reicv,  y»;.  HJ2,  110.  134,  17«;, 

1>7. 
Samuel.  176. 
Bc^rs,  RicharJ.  157.  158. 
Bolchertown  (Ma.«s.^.  195. 
Bellamy.  Etlwanl.  542. 

Charles  J.,  542. 
Bt'Ilingham.  Richard,  11$. 
Bemis.  Stephen  C.  433.  482.  513.  519, 

520. 
BeutoD.  Daniel.   182. 
BUke.  EUjah,  407,  408. 
♦•      George.  303. 
•'      WillUm.  11. 
Blanchard,  Thonias,  374.  390.  409,  G06. 
Blandford  TMass.).  190. 
*'  Blessing  of  the  Bay,"  6,  8,  598. 
Bliss,  Abel.  251. 

Alexander.  341. 
••      George.  300-:^07.  408. 
*•      George.  Jr..  300.  384-380.  413- 
417,    420.  429-434.  459,    4*W, 
481,  490.  498. 
**      Hector,  141. 
*'      Gen.  Jacob.  304. 
•*      Jetlediah.  24M.  251.  207.  294. 
••      John,  187.  275,  277. 
'*      Jonathan,  2r>5.  278,  330.  340. 
*•      Lawrence,  132. 
"      Luke,  24S.  251,  277.  278.  292. 

308.  312.  3:50. 
**     Margaret  (widow),  347. 
**      Moses,   2r,5,  200.  209,  275.  27s. 

281,  280,  2S7.  294,  309.  311. 
**      Moses  [merchant J.  3.*»0,  475. 
*•      Nathan.  90.  llo.  139.  194. 
»*      Xathaniel.  209. 
"      Pelatiah.  211.  251. 
*'      Mrs.  Pelatiah.  222. 
"      Pitt,  30>. 
•*       Reuben.  2^5. 
"      Samuel,  187.  [2d],  209,  248.  251. 


Bliss.  Timothv.  251. 
•      Widow,  Uu.  222. 
William,  44,'>. 

Mrs.  William,  and  flaughter.  222. 
Blooflv  Brook.  159. 
Bond.  Ephraini  W..  4»55.  475.  4'*«>. 
Booth,  Dr.  A.,  :VIO. 

Bowdoin.  Gov..  317,  321.  32t;.  ^'2^,  329. 
Bowles,  Samuel,  379.  431.  475. 

Samuel.    2d,    494.    5t>X    51^. 

512-544. 
Samuel  '.3d".  .544.  59*>- 
Bovlston.  Edwanl.  315. 
Bradstreet.  Simon,  lis. 
Branch.  William.  90.  98.  127,  l.>7. 
Breck,  George.  ;W1. 

•  Robert.  331. 

•  Rev.  Robert.  228-2.>.  310. 
Breck  controversv.  The,  22S-2.'»>. 
Brewer,  Charles.  222. 

Dr.  Charles.  347. 
"        Chauncey.  97. 

Dr.  Chauncey.  289.  30;!.  .">45. 

.'103.  40?^. 
Rev.    Daniel,    193.   211.    212- 

215,  227.  345. 
Eunice      [married     Rev.      R. 

Breck].  245.  251. 
Henrv.  379. 
Isaac.  222. 

Dea.  Xathaniel,  222,  275.  277. 
287,  345. 
Bridges.  Robert.  118. 
Bridges  across  the  Connecticut,  3»>9- 

«>l   mm. 

Bridgman.  Gooil,  09. 

James.  70,  71,  78,  96.  110. 
Briggs,  A.  D.,624. 
Brimfield  (Mass.).  197. 
Brook.  William.  187. 
BrookfieM  [Quabaug].  127,   15*n   157 

189.  190.  191.  197. 
Brooks,  William,  127. 
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Brown,  John  and  Samuel,  sent  back  to 
England,  zii. 

"       John,  502,  604-606,  509,  513, 
5U. 
Bryan,  Clark  W.,  540,  541. 
Buckingham,  Key.  8.  G.,  477. 
Bull,  UcT.  Mr.,  237,  239,  260. 
Burr,  John,  10,  11,  45,  66. 
Burt,  Lieut.  David.  281. 

"     Gideon,  281,  298,  308,  326. 

"     Henry,  66,  68-70,  73,  78,  80,  96- 
98,  110,  126,  128. 

♦'     Dea.  Henry,  263. 

•*     Doa.  Henry,  wife  and  daughter, 
222. 

"     Henrv  M.,  540. 

*'     James,  222. 

•'     Mrs.  James,  222. 

*♦     James.  Jr.,  and  wife,  222. 

"     John,  45. 

♦'     John,  Jr.,  238,  262. 

"     John,  Jr.,  and  wife,  222. 

"     J.  M.,  340. 

••     Jonathan,    102,    110,     127,    132, 
134,   162,   172.   187,   105,    202. 

"     Dea.  Jonathan,  208. 

"     Joseph's  daughter,  222. 

''     Nathaniel,  127,  187,  209. 

"     Lieut.  Nathaniel,  261. 
Butterfield,  Samuel,  11. 
Byers,  James,  346,  348. 

Cable.  John.  4,  11,  45,  50,  52,  65,  569. 

Cabot  Manufacturing  Co.,  421,  471. 

Cadwell,  D..  248,  251. 

Calhoun,  Uev.  Simoon  H.,  445. 

William  B.,  3H0,  388,  393, 
394.  398,  413,  425,  430, 
443,  4.'>8,  461,  463,  464, 
494.    495. 

Canals,  351,  352,  389,  410,  411,  422. 

"  Canoe"  trees,  65. 

(^U!()nc'het,  173. 


Carew,  Joseph,  395. 

Carriages,  List  of  owners  in  1791,  334. 

Caste  in  the  settlement,  81. 

Celebrations. 

Fourth  of  July,  348,  388,  397,  437. 
Fourth  of  March,  397,  398.  Com- 
pletion of  the  Western  railroad,  419. 
Washington's  birthday,  423,  534,  540. 
Bi-centennial,  433,  663.  Harrison 
demonstration  ,441.  Appointment  of 
civil  supt,  at  U.  S.  Armory,  491. 
Keturn  of  regiments  from  civil  war, 
534.  Chapin  gathering,  578.  Two 
hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary, 
546- 628. 
Cemetery,  New,  478. 

Catholic,  482. 
Chaffee,  C.  C.  501,  504,  509.  510,  521. 
Chapin,  Abel,  and  wife,  2^2. 
AbijahW.,  489. 
Asabel,  261. 
Austin,  Jr.,  487. 
Benjamin,  and  wife,  222. 
Chester  W.,  457,  478,519. 
David,  251 ;  wife  and  daughter, 

222. 
David,  Jr.,  222. 
Edward,  265,  285,  287,  292. 
Elisha,  222. 
Enoch,  281. 
Esther,  222. 
Hannah  (widow),  222. 
Harvey,  396,  465,  456. 
Henry,  110,  127,139,174,181, 

187. 
Henry,  2d,  222,  248,  251. 
Mrs.  Isaac,  222. 
Israel,  327. 

Japhet,  176.187 ;  and  wife,  222. 
John,  248,  2.'>1. 
John.  Jr  ,  251. 

Jonathan,  232 ;  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, 222. 
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Chapin.  Jonatliun.  Jr.,  222. 

Joiiuthan,  ami  wife  [of  Kings- 
ton]. 222. 
Judah,  :i(;3. 

Phinean  [Ensign],  275. 
Phineas.  :trt3. 

Samuel,  «4.  00-71,  73.  77,  78, 
W),  95.  97,  IW,  100,  111,  124, 
12»;-128,  1:M).  133,  162,  175, 
201.  20:J. 
Samuel,  Jr.,  201. 
Thomas,  wife  antl  three  duugh- 
tirs,  222. 
riiapin  celehration.  578. 
('luipraan.   Reuben   A..   399,414.  407. 

489,  .">IM^  514,  519,  522. 
Chauncv,  Charles.  345. 

T««aac.  228,  2.i2,  237. 
Moses.  ;^«. 
Natlianiel.  345. 
Chicopi'e   [Masn.].   10,    170,  210,  2.V.», 

393,421.  437,  474,  475,  59.S. 
Chifopee  bridge.  2',U. 
Church.  Dr.  Benjamin.  Jr..  2x4. 
Jonathan.  2t52. 
MoHes.  2*,»:;.  .334. 
Nathaniel  [Dt-a.].  203. 

CnrB<H    AFFAIKS. 

First  parish.  First  minister, 
(ieorge  Moxon.  10.  Parsonage  built, 
39.  First  church  built,  75.  Second, 
178.  Thir«l,  2.59.  Fourth,  378. 
Church  expenses,  112.  Moxon  re- 
turns to  England,  122.  Rev.  Mr. 
Horsford,  125.  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson, 
12x.  Pulpit  supplieil  by  laymen.  128. 
R«v.  Thomas  Hooker,  129.  Rev. 
IVlatiah  (Hover,  12t>.  181.  Assign- 
ment of  seats  in  meeting-house.  1.3o- 
l;*.2,  215.  2.V.I.  Pulpit  vacant.  193. 
Rev.  Daniel  Brewer.  193.  Parish 
meetings,  208,  200.  Extract  from 
parish  records.  213.     Town  divided 
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Church  affairs,  continued. 

into  precincts,  210.  Trouble  jboat 
Mr,  Brewer's  salary,  212.  C*ondition 
of  parish,  215.  List  of  church  mem- 
bers, 222.  Half-way  covenant.  21»^ 
2,"»5.  2.50.  Breck  c«)ntrover'4v.  22«»- 
252.  Changes  in  church  ruK-s.  2.V>- 
25M.  Trouble  with  JeiHiiiah  Bli.-*. 
2i;7.  Death  of  Rev.  R.  Breck.  331. 
Rev.  B.  Howard,  342.  Rov.  Samuel 
(>sgoo<l.  375.  Troubles  leadin;^  to 
division,  370.  Dr.  <jsgoo<]  relirv*. 
490.  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  4i««». 
Celebration  of  2.>(>th  anniversary. 
549-551.  West  SpringfieM  Chun^h. 
197.208.  Longmeadow.21i>.  Chu-.>- 
pee,  259,  474.  Wilbrahani.  2»iv 
Indian  Orchanl.  4>2,  544.  oUvi-t 
Church,  422.  South  (  huroh.  477. 
North  Church.  482.  Baptist  Church. 
307,  375-370,  445,  477.  .52.5.  Epi*- 
coi>al.  370,  445.  Methiwliiit.  370, 
477.  Swi'denborgian,  \s\\.  Cni- 
tarian.  377.  378.  Universalirt.  4^2. 
Church-menil)ership  a-*  a  qualitication 

for  freemanship,  224-227. 
Citv  Hall  diNlicate.1.  493. 
City  Library  .\s.sociation.  494. 
Clap,  Rev.  Thomas.  2,3<>-233.  242.  244- 

249,  253. 
Clarke,  John,  90.  9s.  99.  127.  142.  1>7. 

"       William.  110. 
Clay,  Henry,  visit  to  SpringfieM.  424. 
Coleraine  [Mass.],  328. 
College  presidents,  SpringfieM's.  340. 
Colonization  Societv.  l^»;.  39s. 
Colton,  .Varon,  204,  209,  2s0. 
Major  Andrew.  2s l. 
Charles,  342. 
Ephraim.  170.  ls7,  211, 
George.  90.  12.5-127.  1,32,  1,15. 
George  [of  Longrmeadow\  154. 
175.  170,  181.  187. 
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Colton,  George,  305,  400. 
Oootlv,  i:jo. 
"       Isaac,  187. 
Israel.  143. 
Marv,  130. 
Sarah,  130. 
"        Capt.  Simon,  275. 

Thomas,    187,   101,    103,    200, 
262. 
"  Commons  "  outward  and  inward,  266, 

268. 
Commucke,  11,  570. 
Concord,  317. 

CoNXECTIClT   COLONY. 

CoJitroversv  witli  William  Pvnchon. 
20-38.     Jurisdiction  over  Agawam. 
30,  560.     Chiim  to  Woronoco  [West- 
field],   60,    560.      Imposes   a    river 
tariff,   83.       Purchases   the   fort   at 
Saybrook,  83.    Kemoves  duties  from 
Massachusetts  goods,  03.     Sells  land 
in   Massachusetts,    105.      Bounilary 
controversy  with  Mass.,  106. 
"  Connecticut  path,"  3. 
Connecticut  River  Association,  388. 
Connecticut  Iliver   Valley    Steamboat 

Co.,  411,  420. 
Conway  [Mass.],  328. 
Cooley,  Ensign   JUMijamin,  78.  70,  06, 
07.   102,   110,   12,1-127.   130, 
132,  154,  172. 
lienjamin,  2nO. 
.losepli,  211. 
<).,  248,  251. 
Sarah,  130. 
Coolidge,  J.,  334,  363. 
Cooper,  Thomas,    64,  iji<.   70,   7:»,    75. 
77,    78,    80,  t>4,   05,    07-00. 
108,  111,  125-127,  130,  133, 
152,  157,  ir,2,  168,  187,  104, 
201. 
Thomas    [West    Springfield], 
107. 


Cooper,  Timothy,  2<;5. 
William,  243. 
Copley,  Noah,  315. 
Corn. 

Controversy  about  trade  in,  with 
Indians,  22-38.     Scarcity  of,  20. 
County  tax  paid  in,  183. 
Court-houses,  211,  378. 
County  courts,  132-134,  183-186. 
Court  Square,  378. 
Crooks,  James  W.,  424,  427. 
Crowfoote,  John,  261. 

Mrs.  John.  222. 
John,  Jr.,  222. 
Joseph,  127. 
Thomas,  222. 
Crown  Point,  Kxpedition  to,  261. 
i   Cuttonas,  11,  152. 
Cypress  st.,  572. 

Daniels,  Dr.  Ira,  370. 
Davis.  Philip,  202. 

Wi.low,  281. 
Dawes,  Hon.  H.  L..  610. 
Day,  Benjamin,  264-2«;6,  260. 

•'     John,  262. 

•'     Luke,  315,  322.  :VM\. 

"     Samuel,  211.- 

•'     Thomas,  187. 
Deeble,  John.  67,  60,  70,  71.  78. 

Widow,  06. 
Deeds   from   Indians,  12-14,  140.   151, 

154,  570. 
DeerfieM  [Mass.],  158,   l,->0,   1!U,  207, 

261,  308. 
Denton,  Daniel.  187. 
Devotion,  Ebenezer,  228,  237. 
Dickens,  Charles,  470. 
Dickinson,  Dr.  John,  265. 
Dickman,  Thomas,  .370. 
Distillery,  340. 
Dober,  John,  70,  71.  77.  78. 
Doctors,  Prominent,  265. 
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I)orchc8tor,    Anthony,    Kk).    110,   127, 

134,   135,  ir>4,  173,  187, 
202,  203. 
Mrs.  Benjamin.  222. 
Rev.  Daniel.  37<). 
Jame$>,  1S7. 

John,  175,  180,  1h7.  VH. 
Reuben.  2r»l. 
Dover,  John,  69. 
•  Dre<l  Scott"  case,  510.  511. 
DsEss. 

( )f  Sprin^eld  pioneers,  8.    Repu- 
latetl  by  law,  138.    At  the  revolution- 
ary periotl,  333. 
Dunibleton,  John,    110,   126,  134,  175. 

187. 
.Marv,  13l». 
Nathaniel,  li)7. 
Sarah,  130. 
Drunkenness,  142,  1S5. 
Dujilley,  Thomas,  85,  118. 
Dwijrht,  Etlmuml,  3<;3,  47«. 

Georj,'e,  433,  482,  407,  .V21. 

Gen.  11.  C  tuy.K 

Henry,  33?<. 

James  S.,33K. 

Jonathan,  270.  204,  337,  377, 

430. 
Jonathan.  Jr..  338,  345,  305. 
Jo.'teph,  347. 
Josiah,  263.  264.  :W6. 
Thomas  [Col.],  IMr.K  312,  347, 

363,  368. 
Timothy,  247. 
William,  458. 
Dwight  store,  The,  358-350. 
Dwi«rht  Manufacturing  To.,  471. 
Dyer.  Capt.  A.  B.  523. 
•      E.  Porter,  563. 

Earl  (nmrderer'),  26ri. 

E«litors'  an<l  Printers'  Association,  404. 

Edwanl-*.  Alexander.  60,  70.  7m.  06.  100. 


Eilwards.  Jonathan,  2W.  232.  287-2:». 


252. 
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Gen.  OUver,  528,  532. 
Sarah,  105. 
Eliot,  John,  60,  161. 

'•      Moses,  mnnler  trial,  427. 
I   Elm  St.,  572. 
Elwell.  William  S..  428. 
Ely,  Abner,  251. 
*     Benjamin,  269.  272. 
'»     Joseph,  211. 
*'     Justin,  272.  340. 
"     Martin,  281. 
••     Xathauicl,  184. 
* '     Nathauiel  [Deacon  ] ,  269. 
«•     Nathaniel,  Jr.,  2(U\.  :^38. 
♦'     Samuel,  125,  1^7.  2««. 

Mrs.  Samuel,  141. 
'•      Rev.  Samuel,  302. 
*•     William,  368. 
Embargo  troubles,  363. 
Emerv,  Rol)crt,  345,  305. 
Endicott,  John,  85,  118. 
EnfieM  [Conn.],  104-196. 
EpiscojMil  Church,  376. 
Everett,  Edward,  415,  419,  432,  4;U. 

Richanl,  25,  45,  49. 
Exell,  Richanl,  96.  110. 
Exile,  Lidia,  139. 

Family  government,  142. 
Fencing  lots  onlered,  79. 

Sundry'  persons  presented  for  nee^ 
lecting,  134. 
Ferre  [or  Ferry],  Charles,  187. 

Charles  [2.1],  347. 
Gersham,  222. 
John,  222. 
Capt.    Joseph.    278, 

315 
Samuel,  187,  2«>2. 
and  wife,  222. 
Thaddeus,  454. 


Ferre  [or  Ferry],  Thoma,..  222. 
Ferry,  authorized  bolow  the  Aftavrani, 

13.1;   Suffli'lri  furry.  1B4. 
Field,  Moses,  275,  2!12. 
Fifteen-gallon  Ian-,  13'.). 
Filer,  George,  1R7. 
Rrc  ilepartment,  40T  ■Hi'- 

Deatructive  flro«,  471,  rm. 
Fishing  privileges  gran (eil.  I7T,  I8M. 
Polsoiil   A.  T    623. 
Foot,  Homer   508.503.519. 

"     Mrs.  Thomas  222. 
Port  Mossaehusetta   2ltl. 
Porwanl  llev   Jnstus.  32K. 
Foxter.  Eilwarcl,  127.  187. 
FowLer,  ftitniuel,  !(62. 
Freenmnshlp,  Condi t ions  of.  224. 
Free- Masonry,  S70.  l.W. 
Fremont  eanipnipn,  ."i02-riil!i. 
French  and  Imiian  "^'iirs,  IN!)-iy:t,  207. 

2G1, 
Freshiratcr  Urmik.  1!I5. 
Frost,  Isaac,  1117. 

■'      Joshiiii,  3«a.  :lin;.  444. 
Funeral*,  Sprrices  m.  H32. 


Gaines,  Samuel,  141. 
General  Conn,  lisl.  isr,  IMW.  litj 
251,  274,  232.  aif.  351,  ."]. 
Oerry,  Got.  KII)ri(lKi'.  'Ml. 
Gilbert,  Jonatiiun  i(>i. 
Gilhurt,  Sarati.  13!). 
Gill,  Mosex,  2K4. 
GlcKon,  Ixuni-.  144. 
Glover,  .lolin,  IIH. 

'•        nev.    IVlaliali.    I2;t.    l:r, 


2<ll. 


Gofte,  WiUiam  [The  rt'Ki.-i.l,. ) 
Grunby  (Conn.).  1'.I7. 
Granby  (Mft.-«. ).  327. 
Gninil  Army  iirgniiizntions.  ; 


Graves,  Aaron,  ;!2.^>. 

Gray,  Ilenrj-,  iH-J'. 

Great  Rarrin|;ton  [Mass.],  317. 

<ireek  Tevoluliun,  Stll!. 

Greeuwieli  (Mass.),  2117. 
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•>«  < . 
Mrs.  Elizur  [2d].  14o. 
John.  17r».  1S7.  1J»4. 
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i>- 


Ilorton.  daughter  of  Thomas,  222. 
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Goodwife.  125.  139. 
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570.  IVquot  war.  16.  22.  Contro- 
ver.^iy  alumt  trade  with,  20— ;»J!<.  In- 
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M.  P..  .">.•> 4-5<>:j,  58:5. 
Ko<).snth,  L..  487,  48H. 
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claims  of  Conn,  colony.  GO.    Refuses 
to  pay  river  tariff  to  Conn.,  84.    Im- 
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Mills,  John,   :^0-382,   393.   394,   453, 

450,  400,  482. 
Mitchell,  Matthew,  11. 
Mohegans,  The,  156. 
Monroe,  Pres.  James,  372. 
Montague,  William  E.,  475. 
Morals,    Offences     against,     139-141, 
180. 
Decline  in,  217-228. 
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Philip  i  Ki/if/),  155-174,  57I)-582. 
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Pymiion.  William. 
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niovfs  his  faniilv.  0.  Allotted  land. 
10.  11.  {\\).  7n.  Purchases  laiul  of 
Indians.  12.  Otticial  position,  14. 
Letters  to  <fov.  Winthrop.  14,  ;U>. 
<»4.  74.  ^4.  Conducts  religious  ser- 
vices, !.'».  Ct)ntrovcrsy  with  the  Con- 
necticut CoKniy.  2<.>-.'»s.  Suhscription 
to  minister's  house,  4.").  Made  magis- 
trate. 47.     Brings  suit  a.^ain>t  Wm. 
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Merrick.  .'»2.     Tried  bv  the  WindMir 
Church.  54-,VJ.     Influence  ovi-r  tlii- 
Indians.  lU.     Tax,  77,  •.).">.     UcfuM-. 
Xo   pay    river  tariff   to  Connecticut. 
?<4.  s7.    Favors  liberty  of  cunscieiuv. 
1K».     Administers  freeman's  oath.  '.♦•'. 
Ihdils  courts,  yi<.    His  liereti<*al  Injok. 
lia  12U,   r>73,   .■J74.      His   cliaractrr, 
120.     His    return    to    England.    12:*. 
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2»;3. 
Mrs.      Col.       William      aii«l 

tlaujfhter.  22.".. 
William  [s.)n  of  Col.  John]. 

William,   Jr.     [dieil.    l**!*-^'. 
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:U2,  >-<v 
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tield. 
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See     Hrook- 


Hailkoai>s. 

Boston  &  Worcester,  412.  West- 
ern, WW.  4l.>-420,  401).  47t<.  Alliany 
&  West  StockbridKe,  408.  Hartforil 
&  Springfield,  408.  Boston  i  Al- 
bany, 4s7.  Springfiehl  &  Famiingtou 
Valley.  488. 

Rand,  William.  228,  237. 

Haw  son,  Edward.  170. 

Header,  John.  11. 

Reeve,  Thomas.  9r». 

Reward  offere»l  for  the  destruction  of 
pests,  202. 
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Rogers,  Henry,  170. 
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James,  202. 
Root,  Ezekiel,  825. 
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Rowe  [Mass.],  821. 
Rowland,  Thomas,  95,  127.  180. 
Roxbury    Church,     Appeal    of    Wm. 

Pvnehon,  GO. 
RoxnrRV  skttlers. 

Causes  of  their  removal  to  the 
Conn,  vallev,  1,  569.  Probable 
route,  2,  10.  572.     Covenant.  10. 

Kumrcil. [Post-rider],  844. 

Russell,  James  E..  512. 

Sab])ath-breakiug.  185. 
Sanborn,  Simon,  894-5. 
Sanderson.  Ilarvev.  8.  334. 

Jeduthan,  283,  334. 
William,  228. 
Sargeant,  Thomas,  841. 
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Sawmills.  07,  189. 

Saybrook  [Conn.],  fort  purchased,  83. 
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Schools,  125.   182,  188,   188.  201K   210, 

200,  20(;,  849,  .859,  895,  897,  422, 

440.  404,  471.  477. 
Scotland  [Conn.].  280. 
Sc»)tt.  John,  184.  187. 
Searle.  John,  45.  51, 

Widow.  07. 
Sewall.  Samuel,  211. 


Shaw, 


[hung],  260. 


Shays.  Daniel.     See  Shays'  rebellion. 
Sh.ws'  rkbkllion. 

The  debtor  class,  301.     Jail  broken 
open,  302.    County  conventions,  803. 
Views  of  Washington,  Hamilton,  and 
others,  304,  808.     Interruption  of  the 
courts,  808.     Instructions   to   repre- 
sentatives, 310.  812.     Financial  dis- 
tress, 811.     Convention  at  Hatfield, 
312.     At  Hadley,  315.     Shays',  315. 
Money-lenders.   810.     Courts   inter- 
rupted.   31(>-819.     Action   of    town 
meeting.  .819.     Gen.  Lincoln  at  Wor- 
cester. 821.      Shays   at  Springfield, 
821-820.     Gen.  Lincoln  in  the  Conn, 
vallev.  325-329. 
Sheldon,  Charles,  340. 
S.  S.,  840. 
William,  863. 
Shepard,  Levi,  824. 

Gen.  William,  317,  322-325. 
Sherman,  John,  209. 
Shipley,  Joseph  L.,  541. 
Shurtleff,   William  S.,   509,  524,  528, 

584.  584. 
Sidewalks,  308. 
Sikes,  Mrs.  Renjamin,  223. 

*'      Increase,  143,  144,  187,  211,  223. 
"      Increase,  Jr.,  223.  251. 
Mrs.  Increase,  Jr.,  223. 
James,  187. 
"      James    [1774].    275,    277,    279, 

287.  808.  308,  312. 
"      Ricluml,  08-70,  78,  77,  80,  94. 

95,  97.  124. 
-'      Samuel.  Jr.,  228. 
•      Widow  Thankful,  228. 
•'      Victory,  1h2,  187. 
Sill,  Captain,  109. 
Simmons,  Rfv.  (Jeorge  F.,  4t»2. 
Simonds.  Sanniel.  1 18. 
Simsburv  (Conn.  :■,  190. 
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Skipnmck,  208,  210,  L'tU;. 

Slavery,  152,   180,  20i;,  3:;2,  :t74,  442. 

See  also  Anti-slavery. 
Small-pox,  205,  293. 
Smith,  Dr.  David  P.,  529. 

• '      Henry ,  1 0,  1 1 ,  2r, .  45 ,51,  53,  05 , 
08-71,73,  77.  80.115.  i»7,  1»8,    ' 

100,  100,  120.  575. 

I 

Mrs.  Henrv,  144. 
•      Simon,  228,  238,251. 
**      Col.  William,  324,  340. 
-       William  L.,  508.  520,  522,  539, 
540,  554. 

Smith  &  Wesson,  497. 

Somers  (Conn.),  T.MI. 

South  Hatlley  (Mass.).  351. 

Southfield.     See  Suffiehl. 

Southwick  (Mass.),  281. 

Spectacle  pond,  189. 

Spencer,  William,  42. 

Spicer,  John,  335. 

Spooner,  Samuel  H,,  520,  524,  527-528, 
539. 

Springfikli).  , 

Name  Agawam  changed  to  Spring- 
field, 00.  Petition  to  Mass.  General  , 
Court,  01.  Included  in  list  of  Mass. 
towns,  03.  Kegulates  wages  of  labor,  , 
50,  00.  Allotment  of  lands,  10,  11, 
45,  48,  07-09,  80,  i<i*>,  177,  188.  Regu- 
lations in  reference  to  fencing  lands, 
78,  79.  Various  town  orders,  99-100. 
King  Philip's  war,  157-174,  579-582. 
Town  expenses,  179,  202,  350,  305. 
Parsonage  lot,  180.  Schools,  125. 
182,  183,  188.  209,  210,  200,  200,  349, 
359,395,397,  422,  440,404,  471.477. 
List  of  inhabitants  in  1079,  187. 
Trouble  with  West  Springfield,  208. 
Kevolutionarv  war.  275-3JX).  Shavs* 
rebellion,  301-329.  Principal  mer- 
chants. 330,  341 ,  Ml,  351K  3!»0.  Em- 
bargo   ami  war  of    I8l2.   303.  304. 


Springfield,  eontinved. 

Poor-hous*i',  307.  394.  Town  officer'*. 
73.  98.  125,  120,  175.  194,  202,  2r,4. 
200,  209.  275,  286,  348,  ;M9,  3ik^.  :i«iM. 
395,  427,  457.  402,  475,  480.  Popu- 
lation, 373,  387.  404.  471.  481.  Firt- 
department,  407,  440.  Destructi\o 
fires,  471,  539.  Lawlessness.  4<»7. 
hi-ci*ntennial  Celebration,  433.  ."i«y. 
Business  statistics.  443.  409.  472.  47:i. 
Stearns  riot,  452.  Thompson  riiU, 
402.  Becomes  a  city,  482.  Mayor- 
elected,  483,  490-492,  513,  52o.  :*t.\. 
524.  539.  Citv  Oovernnu-nt,  483.  4'.»2. 
494,524.  Labor  riots,  480.  487.  City 
appropriations,  492.  City  Hall,  41'3. 
Financial  troubli*s.  490.  War  of  the 
Kebellion,  522-525.  Two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary,  54«MI28. 
See  also  Agawam. 

Springfield  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  .'Vi'A 
Lvceum,  390. 

» 

"  Mountains      [Wilbrahanijt 

2«;8. 
'*         Young  Men's  Institute.  477. 
Squakheag  (Northtield;,  127,  l.">8. 
Stages.  389,  411. 
Steamboat    navigation,    4oi>-411.    4:^), 

421.  470. 
Stearns.  Charles,  404.   411,  413.  43;^ 
435,  451,  489. 
George  M.,  591. 
Stebbins,  Benjamin.  187. 
£dwanl,  187. 
Francis,  345. 
Ebenezer,  223,  342. 
John,  95,  120.  139. 
^'         John.  Jr.,  223. 
John  M.,  539. 
'*         .lonathan,  139. 

Joseph.  187.  194. 
Joseph  [2d],  212.  223. 
Joseph  [Capt.].  342,  343. 
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Stcbbins,  Mrs.  Joseph,  223. 

Rowland,  04,  «7,  69,  70,  78 

yr>. 

Samuel,  209. 

Thomas,  64,  67,  68-71,  77, 
95,  125,  126,  189,  187, 
195. 

Capt.  Thomas.  182,  223,  232, 
262.  266,  286,  308. 

Mrs.  Thomas,  139. 

William,  262. 

Zebiiia,  335,  343,  345. 
Stevenson,  Jnmes,  176. 

Mrs.  Jonathan,  223. 
Stewart,  John.  187. 
Stoddard,  John,  244,  247. 

Rev.  Solomon,  216. 
Stone,  Rev.  Samuel,  32. 
Stony  brook.     See  Suffield. 
Stow'e,  William,  521. 
Strangers  excluded  from  town,  48. 
Suffield  [Conn.],  184. 194-196,  281. 
Swanzey  [Mass.],  156. 
Swine,  Trouble  in  rejfard  to,  99. 

Tannatt,  Abraham  G..  379. 
Taverns  and  hotels,  125.  315,  341,  342, 
343,  345,  346,  357,  392,  424,  471, 
473,  474,  478. 
Taxes,  77,  127,  133,  134,  183,  218-221, 

350. 
Taylor.  Elizabeth.  223. 
James.  143. 

Jonathan.  107,  111,  187. 
Lewis  H..  540. 
TemiKfrance,  396,  426,  439,  440,  459, 

480, 489. 
Thomui^,  Renjamin,  144. 
'•         Ebenezer,  2<»1. 

Rowland.  1«7.  194. 
Sarah.  223. 
Thompson,  (ieorjfe.  462. 

Jame.H  M.,  520.  522. 


Thomson,  Rev.  Mr.,  128. 

Tiffany,  Rev.  Francis,  488. 

Timber  trade,  349. 

"  Toddy  road,'' 357. 

Tomson,  Thomas,  96. 

Toryism,  278,  279. 

Totaps,  195. 

Town-brook,  50. 

Towsley,  Michael,  wife  and  daughter, 
186. 

Training-day,  51. 

Trask.  Eliphalet,  462,  484,  490-492, 
500,  509,  512,  517. 

'   Treat,  Maj. ,  157-159,  168. 

I   Trees  (Ancient),  404,  405. 

Turner,  Capt.  ,  174. 

Turner,  Preserved,  150. 
i   Turner's  Falls,  174. 
1   Tvler,  PhiloH  B.,  489. 
;   Tything  men.  142. 

I   Ufford,  Thomas,  11. 

Uncas,  161. 
,    United  Colony  commissioners,  84,  92, 
93. 
United  States,  295. 

United  States  armory,  355,  356,  374, 
422,  449,  453,  489,  491,  503,  516, 
521,  523. 

I   Vahan,  Will,  96. 

;   Vane,  Sir  Henry,  116. 

Vanhorn,  Elizabeth,  223. 
John.  265. 

Vose,  Henry,  481,  4^2,  5<K). 

i 

I 

Wages  of  labor,  ."»0,  6<). 
Wait,  Benjamin,  248,  251. 

•'      Joseph,  'l^Wy. 

"      Richard,  26<J. 
Wait  monument.  The,  266. 
.   War  of  1812,  363,  3«r4r 
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Wau  of  the  Rebellion. 

Regiment!*  organized,  with  WsU  of 
officers,    r*22-r>33.       SoMiers*     fair, 
588.      Record  of  !«ol(liers  who  tlied 
during  the  war.  58.'>-.>oy. 
War  of  the  RKvoLrTiox. 

Town   action ;     Resolutions.    275, 
27tK     County  Congros.s  recommend- 
ed,  277.      Toryism.    278.      Minute- 
men,    281-2S3.       Enlistments.    2s4. 
Arsenal  estahlishetl,  2s<).     Declara- 
tion of   InjleiRMidence,  286.      Com- 
mittee of  safety.  287.      Articles  of 
Confeileration  propose<l,   2S7.     Sol- 
diers onlered    to  Ticon<leroga,  280. 
Soldiers  draftiMl,  28i».     Six  months' 
men,  289.     List  of  men  in  the  (Con- 
tinental  army,  21H).      Expenses    for 
soldiers,    21U.       Financial   trouhle«*. 
21>r).  3rH). 
Ware  (Mass  ),  11>5. 
Warner,  Ebenezer.  24.*<,  251,  2<>1. 
Israel,  2<J1. 
Marv,  228. 
Samuel,  wife  an<l   daughter, 

223. 
Sarah,  228. 
Warren,  Wilmot  L.,  544. 
Warriner,  Mrs.  Benjamin,  223. 
David.  228. 
Ebenezer,  24S.  251. 
Mrs.  Ebenezer.  228. 
Elizabeth,  228. 
Gideon,  201. 

James,  lf<7.  194,  208,  202. 
•'  Jonathan,  201. 

Joseph,  and  daughter.  228. 
Martha.  228. 
Mary,  228. 

Solomon.  424,  458.  490.  549. 
William,  04.  00,  08-70,  77, 
95.    110. 
William  and  wife,  228. 


I 


Washington,  George,  284.  304.  ;>»5, 841. 

Wason  car-works,  479. 

Watts,  Thomas,  157. 

Webb,  Cornelius,  ami  wift- .  228. 

John,  180. 
Webster.  Ariel.  325. 

Daniel,  458.  459.  512. 
Weld,  E.  W..  845. 
Welles,  Thomas,  8«;. 
Wells.  David  A..  0O2. 
Wequogan.  or  Wrutherna.  105. 
West    Springfield    [Mass.].    197.   2<»h. 

209,  2«;8,  2«1,  387.  4s5. 
Westfield   [Woronoco].    10,    171.    178, 

184.  190. 
Wethersfield  [Conn.],  .s4. 

Whalley ,  Col. [The  Regicide] .  189. 

Wheeler,  Adam.  825. 
White.  Horace,  281. 

"      Jonathan.  209.  272. 

Widow  and  daughter.  228. 
Whitefield.  Rev.  George,  258.  254. 
Whitelocke,  Bulstrode.  122. 
Whiting,  Charles  G.,  544. 
Whitney,  Gen.  James  S..  491.  518. 

J.  D.,  3,88. 
Whittelsy,  or  Writtelsy,  Rev.  Samuel. 

230. 
Wight.  Emerson.  589. 
Wilbraham  [Mass.].  2<;0.  207. 
Wilcox,  Philo  F.,  475. 
Willard,  Justice,  380,  398,  418. 

Simon,  l.'UJ,  157. 
Williams,  Eleazer,  371.  • 

Rev.  Eleazor.  I'M). 

Col.  Ephraim.  201. 

Rev.  John.  207. 

Rev.  Stephen.  227,  228,  282, 

287,  288.  250. 
Rev.  William.  228.  282.  287- 
289,  243,  270. 
Williamstown  [Mass.],  328. 
Williston.  Joseph,  2:U. 
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